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English has devised new grammatical material
to improve the old and replace the lost. One of
the most striking inventions is és. A clear and
unambiguous possessive was required for neuters
in place of the old hss and the stop-gap s, both
felt to be inconvenient. It does not occur in the
1611 Edition of the Authorised version. A few
examples appear in Shakespeare but only in Plays
printed after his death, while only three are met
with in Milton's poetry. Iis, however, was too
useful to be ignored and by 1660, had won a place
in the language.
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