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PREFACE

ARANERICHARAM is a Jain work of rare merit by one
Munaippididr. The date of the work cannot now be fixed
with precision. Some of the stanzas are found in an old
poetical anthology, named Purathirattu-—also called Pra-
sangabharanam, whose contents range between the age of
the Last Academy of Madura and that of Kamban. We
may, therefore, only state approximately that it i> more
than five hundred years old.

Nearly one-third of 1ts contents savours of Jamism, and
this is perhaps one reason why the work has been neglected
and is not as popular as it deserves to be. The rest can be
studied with advantage by any orthodox Tamilian without
prejudice to his faith. The earnestness of the author, his
easy flow of style, and his pointed metaphors commend
themselves to any casual reader. Except that some stanzas
are found quoted in Ellis’ Kural, and that some stanzas find
a place in Pope’s Anthology (Seyyul Kalambakam)—and
these books are now out of print—no other use secms to
have been made of this work.

A few months back Dewan Bahadur V. Krishnama
Chariar suggested to me the desirability of publishing the
work. I had a manuscript copy of the work transcribed
from an old cadjan copy of the late T. Shanmuka Kaviroyar,
Tamil Pandit, San Thomé College. This I compared with
the two copies available in the Government Manuscript
Library. I could not rely upon the'readings tound in these
copies, I cou'l not get apy from Sri Pandit Duraisami
Devar, the President-Founder of the Tamil Sangam in
Madura,—he borrowed my own copy for transcription some
years ago. I applied to some Jain scholars in Conjeevaram
to spare me a copy for a few days. They refused to comply
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with the request. I then requested M. R. Ry. A. Singara-
velu Mudaliar Avargal, Senior Tamil Pandit, Govindu
Naicker’s Middle School, Madras, to lend me his copy. I
am much obliged to him, as his copy, from a Jain, was of
incalculable service in determining the correct reading of
many stanzas which were actually tantalizing me. Never-
theless, the present publication cannot be saidto be thorough,
as there are about half a dozen stanzas, and even more, still
puzzling and defying any attempts to decipher them.

| The work, in a chaotic condition as it was, afforded no
clue to classification and arrangement. A casual perusal of
Arungalacheppu, another Jjain work, however, gave the
clue, and I was able to find a stanza in Aranericharam, which
cleared the difficulty.  The work then lent itself readily to
the classification now adopted. To facilitate reference to
old manuscript copies, I have given the corresponding
number of every stanza by its side, without numbering the
stanzas in accordance with the present arrangement.

I am prepared to forfeit the copyright—what right
have we for works of yore whose authors never had the
benefit of any Copyright Act?—and destroy the very few
copies now printed, should any other gentleman in posses-
sion of better manuscript copies be willing to issue a better
edition of the work. It is with this intention—I speak in
earnest—that I bring out this edition. Except for the
labour—which of course was one of love—and time spent in
editing this work for the first time, I admit I shall be mak-
ing no serious sacrifice in thus forfeiting the so-called
right. Alas! we can never redeem the shame of letting
slip irrevocably so many of our old literary gems into the
cursed stream of Lethe.

27th January, 1905. T. C.



NOTE

THiS reprint of the first edition of 1905 has had the
advantage of being compared with a manuscript copy
placed at my disposal by 'my friend Mr. A. Sudarsanam
Naynar, Sub-Inspector of Police, Pernamallur, North
Arcot District, for which I am much obliged to him.

I5th Feb., 1912. T. C.

Preface to the New Impression

The rearrangement of a few stancas and the addr-
tion of explanatory notes and appendices explaining

the tenets of Jainism, are the new features of this impres-
sion.

T. C.
15th Awgust, 1919.
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1. EXTRACTS FROM ELLIS’ KURAL.

1. The various sects that have existed in India, whether
deriving their opinions from the Vedas, the Paramidgamam
(the sacred writings of the Jains are collectively so called),
or the writings of the Bauddhas, appearto have agreed in the
idea that seclusion from worldly affairs was necessary for
the attainmesnt of a true knowledge of divine things, and to
have established, consequently, from the earliest ages,
different orders of devotees. By the Smrities, two rules
only, that for the Vdnaprastha and that for the Sanydsi, are
recognized. To both, the common name Hermit is applica-
ble, as the votaries of each order were inhabitants of the
wilderness. The former continued to perform the five
great sacraments (pancha mahd yejnam) ordained by the
law to be observed by Grahi or householder : the latter did
not perform these or any other rites or ceremonies religious
or civil. The former might live in community, collect
provisions, as herbs, roots, fruit, etc., and prepare food ;
while the latter, also called Bhicshaca Mendicants, subsisted
wholly on alms.

2. By the Jains, to whom the Vdnaprastha was un-
known, the order of the Sanydsi was divided into various
degrees, but these, except the last which was the completion
of the ascetic state, were in fact distinguished from each
other only by the discipline they observed and the peculiar
austerities they practised. In addition to the several names
of Sanskrit and Tamil derivation given to ascetics in
general and common to all, the Nigandu, which, as being
the composition of a Jain, is in this instance the best
authority, thus enumerates those peculiar to this sect :—

sra¥e QeardwQr Qursi Fswuri swemi Qs

the Saumier and Yoger, to which others add gfPasi
(Ajivager), are general terms, but Digambarer, they who
are clothed by the horizon, synonymous with Nirvani, was
applicable only to those, who, having finally released them-
selves from all material wants and desires, had renounced
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the use of raiment and of every worldly convenience, and
had retired, far from the haunts of men, to total solitude
and silence. Between these and the Siraner, there is no-
material difference : the latter term which is derived from
the Sanskrit root Char to move, act, describes the power
these devotees are supposed to have obtained over materiak
obstacles.

Efeflp yale anefle slarigf embe S p
Enremi aewsw rGw swemfley P@sHL QupCayt

The Séraner of eight descriptions, who penetrate into-
the ocean, the earth and the heavens, are those among the
Samaner who have obtained true greatness.

There is another distinction of the Jaina devotees,
namely, Swétambara, Rectdimbara and Digambara; the
first, those clothed in white garments, who are known in the
north of India by the corrupt term Jeti for Yeti, differ from
the second only 1n the peculiarity indicated by their respect-
ive names ; the second, those clothed in red garments, dyed
by a species of ochre (in Sanskrit casayam and in Tamil
cavi-cal) which affords a tawny red inclined to oyange and is
similarly used by the devotees of the other sects, are peculiar
to the south ; the third, who have been already described, 1t
is scarcely necessary to say are in this degenerate age
wholly unknown. The laity of the Samaner, though 1in-
cluded under that general term, are properly denominated
Savager in Tamil and Srdvacdh in Sanskrit.

3. At present the Bauddha religion prevails nowhere on
the continent of India within the Ganges. The followets of
this faith have been so completely extirpated that, through-
out this region, there now remains not one in any tribe or
nation. But their solid hemispherical temples, which are in
fact shrines supposed to contain the relics of the last
Buddha, and which may still be seen in the vicinity of
Benares and elsewhere, and their forsaken establishments,
more frequent in the west of India, prove by their stupend-
ous remains the consequence of this sect in ancient times.
The caves of Kenera on the island of Salsette have
evidently been the convent of a Society of Talapoins,
Lamas, or Bronzes, as they at present exist in Ava, Tibet
and China, and so probably have been those at Carli and
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Ellora. The religious of this sect, called in Tamil faar
Jivager, whenever mentioned by the elder writers, for
none of their own works exist in this language, are con-
stantly distinguished from those of the Jains. At present,
however, the Bauddhas who were never numerous in
Southern India, are generally confounded with the Jains.

4. THE OBSERVANCES OF THE SRAVACA
AHRSOFCFIL.

Qufu @an%ey Qumni sorQar® smow

Quri%r aarsCen e t,

The slaughter of animals with perfect senses, falsehood,
theft, irregular desire, and the accumulation of wealth,
which are the five heinous sins.

a@mrunise FUyGSS YL eTarer
eerilear e a8 wwsE.

Throwing oneself from a mountain or into a fire, and
bathing in sacred rivers ; these are called worldly delusions.

wwésniew QEDPL e Wil TSN
guigom . Qsua wuss.

Worshipping Gods subject to delusion, partiality, or
anger ; this folly is delusion, respecting the Deity.

WIS WITEEFH Hermeanrl YPRsse
ursermr. ep. @uare.

Honoring those as saints who pursue a faulty path; this
is heretical folly.

ey w@msCson Bevpusr @ usTERTLD
QancrBussey Brensn QFw.

To furnish food, physic, lodging and all needfut aid to

tholy men are the four special duties of a householder.

A0CHYFFpLd.
Jéeneyo Buaow @O Spexsnan
Bésgyw Crrssng QuriQunf@—Bésguo
Qsreerenw s1558 QsBspean® arpals
Poangies Quergiw Queay.
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Alms to holy men and to the poor; never to behold the
wife of another ; utterly to eschew falsehood ; to keep one-
self from slaughter ; and to eat after giving food to others :
so to live, is declared to be the essential nature of domestic

duties.
Imig yosgmes Caernemerns @siwnar
Qumiss saemryw Cuener—IfsgCunis
soverer s@ai%y Qup@aner GLrip@Cuwe
Foargses Quearu Smer.
He who receiveth not guests hospitably, who is not
generous, who does not honor the truly worthy, who learns

not by separation from his wife, who practises slaughter; by
thus acting is said to darken the domestic state.

OBSERVANCES OF THE YETI
S HRSVFCFUIL.

@srvapsen max;,@?smqw Aeops Spsse
Fvww widlsrs wi.

To refrain wholly from the practice of the five heinous
sins of which the destruction of creatures is the chief, is
perfect devotion.

u,m@gy@ QzppQw &popw @enilun®
eops Spésu uBw,

All mundane affection, anger, and connection with rela-
tions must be totally avoided.

ApCrPEangio.

Quinsane Qurepuao_aw Quererw saiL &sw

Qromw@urs Haew &reja_aw—=reTew

Boounr Srsn sfssQen geran

SApousgw FHD Senio.
) Truth, humility, respect, devotion, temperance, impartia-
lity, the .forsaking of all things, retirement, benevolence,
aqd pertinacious abstinence; the devotee who is endowed
with these ten virtues possesses the highest qualities.
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Constantly increasing in knowledge, and being divested
of all selfish feeling, he ought to keep the five senses in
subjection, but yet to cherish them, and thus, protecting all
living, he should make wisdom flourish.

Slaughter is forbidden to the Smarta Grahastha as well
as the Sravaca. Slaughter applies to the slaying of animals
by Briahmans except for sacrifice; in the latter case, it
extends to the destruction of animal life on any account,
bloody sacrifices not being offered by the Jainer, and even
to the use of vegetables or vegetable productions in which
the principle of life remains, such as roots of all kinds, fresh
fruit and fresh grain; this, however, though not accounted
meritorious, is partially permitted to the Sravaca, but
wholly forbidden to the Yeti. Those who observe the
ordinances of the Sruti and Smriti are permitted both to
slaughter animals and to eat their flesh according to
prescribed rules; the Bauddhas are forbidden to slaughter
animals, but it is lawful for them to eat their flesh when
slain by others; both the slaughter of animals and the use
of their fiesh are forbidden to the Jainas who are also much
more restricted in the use of vegetable food than the others.
This distinction is the cause of a deadly {feud between the
last mentioned sects. The Jaina objects to flesh being eaten
by the Bauddha as being contrary to the precept both are
bound to observe; that is gedbevr LsCwr sitor to refrain
from slaughter is the highest duty. The Bauddha replies,—
I incur sin only by slaying animals, not by eating their
flesh when slain by others. The Jain answers,—You incur
sin in either case, for by using their flesh, you encourage
those who expose it for sale in the market, and are, there-
fore, the primary cause of the destruction of the animals
they slay.

The Brahmachdri only is prohibited by the Smritis from
taking food during the night; but this is forbidden
generally to the Jains, and the reasons assigned are that
ants and other small animals cannot then be seen and
might, therefore, be unconsciously swallowed with the
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food, and that Bhitas, Bétalas and other demons, who
might cause defilement by eating out of the same dish, are
then wandering about.

The Sravacah is of thiee grades: the Jaghanyam, the
Madhyamam, and the Uttamam. The first are the worldly
sort who, though professing the religion, are scarcely
considered as belonging to this community ; the second are
more strict in diet and correct in religious observance; the
third, though still continuing in the marriage state, practise
merely the same austerities as the Yeti. The second of
these comprehends the great body of the Jaina Laity, and
by them the following rules, in addition to those already
stated, should be observed :—

He should have a firm faith in Jinésvara, the Lord of the
three worlds, who is crowned by a triple umbrella, and
whose appearance is most glorious, placing, as it were, his
feet on the core of the heart; he should be zealous for the
truth ; should consider virtue as the friend and sin as the
enemy of life; should ciearly comprehend the difference
between heaven and final beatitude; when repeating his
daily prayers and performing his devotion in the morning,
noon and evening, he should offer libations of water,
Arghyam, to the Divine Being only, who is worshipped by
all living ; he should practise four kinds of discipline, by
never passing the bounds of the country in which he resides,
by vowing the performance of good works, by fasting on
alternate days and by honoring religious persons: on the
four Parvams, namely on the eighth and fourteenth days of
the moon and on the day of the new and full moon, he should
observe a fast as strict as his stiength will allow. Those
things he should avoid are:—inoidinate care for werldly
wealth : the several kinds of fear, namely the dread of this
world, and of the other, the dread of inability and of the
discovery of the thoughts, the dread of death, of destiny and
disease; the desire either of living longer or of dying sooner:
gambling, eating flesh meat, drinking spirits, frequenting
the company of harlots, hunting, seducing the wives of
others, and theft, which are the seven causes of affliction:
the offering of libations of water to the sun; bathing during
eclipses ; worshipping the fire with various rites as a deity ;
prostrationbehind a cow; theconsecration of preclous stones,
wehicles and weapons: bathing in the sea and in rivers, as a
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purification from sin; the dedication of mounds of earth and
stones ; suicide by falling from a mountain or into the fire,
these and all similar worldly follies ; also the superstitious
folly of worshipping Gods, influenced by affection oraversion,
for the purpose of obtaining special endowments ; and the
heretical folly of believing that to be the true path in which
those walk, who are involved in the whirlpool of life, and
debased by avarice and the destruction of creatures; eating
of the fruit of the Fig tree, the Arasu, the A’l, the Callil, or
the Ilandei, which all contain animalcula, or of honey.
Moreover he must not receive as Gods those that are not
Gods, as Gurus those who are not Gurus, or as the principles
of nature (tatwa)those which are not such; and he mustabstain
from three things, namely from quitting his native place,
from giving to others either weapons or tools by which life
may be destroyed, and from excess in gratifying the senses,
-either in minor pleasures, as in smelling perfumes or listen-
ing to music, or in higher gratifications, as in eating delicious
meats, or enjoying the society of beautiful women.

1. EXTRACTS FROM ew»®r &Fuw Fggmiz FOUND IN THE
INTRODUCTION TO mruseflovbusts OF JIVAKACHINTAMANI
(Edited by the Rev. H. Bower)
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lil. THE<REV. BOWER'S REMARKS

The ritual of the Jains is as simple as their moral code.
The Eti, or devotee dispenses with acts of worship at his
pleasure; and the lay votaryis only bound to visit occasionally
a temple where some of the images of the Tirthankaras are
erected, walk round it three times, make an obeisance to the
images, with an offering of fruit or flowers, and pronounce
such mantras or prayers as:—
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Namo Arihantinam, salutation to the Arhats ;

Namo Sidhanam, salutation to the pure existences ;

Namo Arydnam, salutation to the sages;

Namo Loe Sabha Sahdnam, salutation to the devout in
the world (the church).

The following morning prayer is also repeated:—

Ichchhami khama, samno bandiyon, jo man jayenisiaye ;

méthena vandimi.—I beg forgiveness, Oh Lord, for your
slave, whatever evil thoughts the night may have pro-
duced.—I bow with my head.

The Jains consider that the command not to kill, even
for the use of food, is a prime virtue. They have even
succeeded in influencing the minds of orthodox Hindus ou
this subject.

The Jains believe God, the Vedas, the world, Time,
souls, action, and virtue, to be eternal.

The God of the Jainas, their Dévadi Déva, is not acknow-
ledged to be a personal spiritual being, the Creator, the
Preserver, the Destroyer, the Legislator, the Judge, the
Saviour of the world. Though they acknowledge a divine
being, yet they do not worship Him, but pay their devotions
to their Saints ; or if they do at times worship Him, it is for
no benefits that they can expect from Him, since he does not
concern himself with the affairs of this world. Beatitude is
supposed to be obtained by the acts of the devotee, and not
vouchsafed by the grace of the Deity.

The Jains believe Karma, Action, or rather work to be
eternal. Fatalism underlies the whole system.

Dharma (virtue, duty, justice, righteousness, rectitude,
religion) is said to be the quality of the individual self which
arises from action, and leads to happiness and final beatitude.
It also means law, and has for its object Dharma, things to
be done, Adharma, things to be avoided. This Dharma is
said by the Jains to be eternal.

Of the Jaina system it must be said that it is practically
‘without God in the world’; for God is represented as neither
creating, nor preserving nor saving. The world is eternal,
and independent of God. Souls are eternal, and depend upon
themselves.
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