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OUTLINES OF A SCHEME FOR THE ADVANCED 
STUDY OF THE INDIAN VERNACULARS 

BY 

SIR ASUTOSH MOOKERJEE 

The t ime has long passed away when elaborate argu­
ments were needed to make even Indian scholars realise 
the v i t a l importance of a cr i t ical and scientific, historical 
and comparative study of the great Ind ian vernaculars. 
D u r i n g the last twelve years, fortunately, the opinion has 
steadily gained ground that the intellectual ac t iv i ty of a 
corporation of scholars in this country may be most 
profitably directed towards a systematic investigation of 
the language and li terature of our chief vernaculars. 
The duty has, indeed, been officially imposed upon one of 
the Indian Universities to encourage research in verna­
cular literatures -and languages and to foster their growth, 
by the publication of cri t ical editions of early texts, and 
by historical investigations of their origins, early develop­
ment and ramification into a variety of dialects. I have 
long maintained the view that a subject so extensive in 
scope, so well calculated to rouse intel lectual curiosity, 
may fittingly be included in the scheme for our highest 
Degree Examinations. B u t this object can be success­
fu l ly attained, only after the materials for study and 
investigation have been made easily accessible to teachers 
and students. This was precisely my purpose, when I 
induced Ka i Saheb Dineschandra Sen to prepare, for the 
Universi ty, volumes of Typical Selections in Bengali 
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on a comprehensive scale. These volumes present the 
development of the Bengali Language and Literature 
in a style never before attempted and have been enthu­
siastically acclaimed by competent scholars working in 
various seats of learning, in and beyond India. I am 
emphatically of opinion that the time has arrived when 
a further definite advance should be made in this direc­
tion, and plainly, the initiative should be taken by the 
Post-Graduate Department of the University. Animated 
by this desire, I have utilised my recent visits, in my 
capacity as a Member of the University Commission, to 
different parts of India, in discussing this question wi th 
a number of distinguished scholars, and I am now in a 
position to lay before my colleagues the outlines of my 
plan. My proposal in substance is that the services of 
competent scholars, wherever available, should be secured 
to prepare a series of volumes of Typical Selections, 
dealing with the chief Indian Vernaculars and illustrat­
ing the origin and development of both the language and 
the literature. The Selections wil l be made from sources 
published and unpublished, and manuscript materials wi l l 
be utilised to the fullest extent desirable. The general 
plan of the volumes will be historical and critical, similar 
to that adopted for the Bengali Typical Selections, and I 
venture to entertain the hope that if the Selections are 
judiciously made, they wi l l not only serve to illustrate 
linguistic and literary evolution, but will also help to 
illuminate many a dark corner of social, religious and 
administrative history. Each volume wil l be furnished 
with an introduction, glossary, notes and appendices. 
The volumes, as they become ready, wil l be published by 
the University and wi l l no doubt tend to enhance its 
reputation as a true seat of learning. 

The 29th June 1918. 
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Book I 

Bardic Poetry 

" As far as my information goes the earliest vernacular 
literature of Hindustan is the bardic chronicles of Raj-
putana."1 " The most characteristic feature of this literature 
is that it is the literature of a particular caste, the Rajputs. 
It seems to have arisen under the ægis of the Rajput 
political power, not long before the first Mahomedan 
invasions, and to have flourished under the enlightened 
patriotism of the Rajputs. It is to the Rajputs, therefore, 
that the ultimate credit is due, not a small credit for a 
race of warriors, who in the pause of arms found time to 
devote to literary pursuits. May be, their action Avas 
inspired by a desire to gratify national vanity, as the 
subject of this literature was principally furnished by 
their own military exploits; but to show that they were 
not devoid of a literary taste, examples can be quoted of 
warrior kings who were good judges of poetry, as also 
excellent composers. Theirs was, therefore, an intelligent 
miecenatism. It is superfluous to add that the fact that 
this literature is confined to a description of the life and 
history of the Rajputs, does not diminish its importance 
nor impair its universal character, as during the times in 
question, the Rajputs were the principal ruling race and 
the only makers of history. 

" This vast literature falls naturally into two sec­
tions : bardic poems and prose chronicles. The former, 

1 Modern Vernacular Literature of Hindustan, p. xv i . 
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which are older in origin and more extensive are the 
products of the bards, and they have both a literary 
and an historical interest; whereas, the latter are the 
products of different classes of people and their interest 
is only historical. 

" I f under the term ' bardic poems,' we comprehend 
all kinds of bardic poetry, we have here a literature which 
includes works ranging from a single couplet to poems of 
eight to ten thousand verses. Its earliest products are 
isolated couplets, mostly anonymous, composed in a simple 
and often rude style and devoid of rhetorical embellish­
ments. Some of these were undoubtedly composed as 
early as the fourteenth, possibly the thirteenth century, 
and were for a long time preserved only in oral tradition, 
so that when they were committed to writing, they had 
been already much modernised in form. To-day they are 
found collected in manuscripts, mostly under the general 
ti t le of Phutkar Geeta, meaning scattered or miscella­
neous songs and mixed with other songs of a more recent 
composition. Their chief value consists in the fact that 
they generally record some historical event or date, and 
since—-when genuine—they are obviously contemporary 
with the event recorded, they afford unimpeachable 
historical evidence. An illustration of this kind of tradi­
tional couplets is the following dnhas, which commemo­
rate the foundation of Jodhpore and Bikaner: 

" I n the year Samvat fifteen hundred and fifteen, on 
the eleventh of the month of Jyastha, on Saturday, Jodho 
built the fort Meharana.' 

" In the year Samvat fifteen hundred and forty-five, on 
the second day of the bright fortnight of Vaisakha, on 
Saturday, Viko laid the foundation of Bikaner.5 

"Here is another specimen, which celebrates the 
wonderful rapidity wi th which the Rathors established 
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themselves in Rajputana and Gujarat after the fall of 
Kanauj under Mahomedan invaders : 

" Like the sky is surrounded by the stars, so was the 
earth surrounded by the Rathors ; Gohils, Mohils, 
Cavadas, Solankis and Gaurs—all these races were killed 
by the Rathors in Pali, where Ihey had gone to marry. 
Having come from Kanauj, taking forces for some expe­
dition, the Rathors seized the Gohils by the neck and 
took from them Kher, with the power of their sword. 
Further, they spread their oath (i.e., rule) over I dar and 
Sankhadar and took the nine Castles of Marwar along 
with Sam. Thus, sword in hand, the Rathors deprived 
of their power many other kings. And this was done by 
the three of the Rathor Siho of the Solar Dynasty, 
namely Asathama, Soninga and Aja." 

" There is a class of these traditional songs, which is 
known under the title of ' Sakh Ra Geeta or 'testi­
monial songs,' and they are quoted in prose chronicles as 
evidence of the correctness of the facts related. Here, 
again, when these testimonial songs are genuine, that is, 
contemporary wi th the facts in question, they can well 
be classed as historical documents. An example is fur­
nished by the following song, which records a battle 
fought at Kusano, against odd forces of Mahomedans, by 
the Rathor Varjag, under the reign of Satal of Jodhpur, 
the founder of Satalmir towards the middle of the 
fifteenth century. The battle is compared by the bard to 
the gigantic fight in the Mahabharata. 

" Like the great war fought by Arjuua in the Kuru-
kshetra against the valiant Kauravas, such a battle Varjag 
fought at Kusano, against the Mahomedan forces, hand 
to hand. Like in the great nocturnal fight (described in 
the Mahabharata), Varjag fought all night long and like 
in the diurnal fight (in the Mahabharata), he fought in 
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day time. In the same way as Arjuna fought for 
Yudhisthira, thus Varjag fought for Satal. In the same 
way as the Kauravas were decimated in the Kurukshetra. 
so were the Mahomedan thieves at Kusano, and in the 
same way as Vishnu by coming to the aid of Yudhishthira 
procured him victory, so did Yar jag to Satal. 

"Huge bardic poems also exist in good numbers. Each 
Rajput State has its own collection. In Mar war, one of 
the most famous is the Sn raj Pmkas by Karni Dan, a 
distinguished Carana,1 whose manifold abilities as a politi­
cian, a warrior and a scholar are eloquently described by 
Col. Tod in the tenth chapter of his Annals of Marwar. 
The poem comprises 7,500 stanzas. The subject is a 
description of the reign and exploits of the llathor 
Maharaj Abhai Singh of Jodhpur, with whom Karni Dan 
was contemporary, and in whose politics and wars he 
played a prominent part. But, like all huge poems, it 
contains a mass of other information, foreign to the 
principal subject, but deemed essential and indispensable 
for the dignity of the work as well as the scholarly repu­
tation of its author. Most of this extraneous matter is 
given as an introduction, and it is a kind of paraphernalia, 
never absent from any bardic work of importance. 
Indeed, in this respect, all huge bardic poems are framed 
much on the same plan. First comes a series of propi­
tiatory verses in the form of stuth to the five deities, 
Ganapati, Sarasvati, Siva, Suryya and Narayana ; next, 
an explanation of the title and subject of the poem, 
and after this, a rajavamsarxtli or genealogical sketch of 
the ruling family to which the hero of the poem be­
longs. This vamsavali is not a mere string of names; 
it occupies over one-third of the whole work, and is a 
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poetical history of the Rathor family from its mythical 
progenitor Brahma down to Abhai Singh. Since tradi­
tion traces back the Rathor family to the Solar dynasty 
to which Rama belonged, this vamsaoali naturally contains 
also an account of Rama, a miniature Ramayana not 
altogether devoid of interest. The biographical and histo­
rical particulars concerning the other members of the 
family naturally become richer and richer as we get down 
with the times The most diffuse account is that of 
Maharajah A j i t Singh, the father and predecessor of 
Abhai Singh, and here the description of the deeds of 
the latter, a- heir-apparent to the throne, plays a promi­
nent part. Wi th the installation or Abhai Singh at the 
hands of the Emperor himself, the poem may be said, 
properly to begin, and the auspicious occasion gives the 
bard an opportunity not only to describe the coronation 
festivities, but also to draw a gorgeous picture of the 
splendour of the Court in Jodhpore and the lustre of the 
Durbar. This picture starts with a description of the 
magnificence of Jodhpore, the splendid gardens, the 
Monarch and his Court; and the description is embellish­
ed and vivified in such a way as to enable the poet to make 
a fu l l display of his erudition. To take an example : 
when describing the singers in the Presence, he manages 
to insert a scientific enumeration of the various tunes and 
musical instruments, and when describing the Pandits 
and the Carauas,. he similarly adds a minute description 
of all their Sanskrit learning and poetical abilities. But 
K a m i Dan does not stop here. He imagines that Abhai 
Singh asks him about the six bhusas, and devotes pages 
to explain their nature. They are, Sanskrit, Nagabhasa, 
Apabhramsa, Magadhi, Sauraseni, and Prakrit, the last in­
cluding Braja, Marwari, Paujabi, Marathi, Sorathi and 
Sindhi. He also quotes his authorities, the Saraswati for 
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the Sanskrit, the Nagapingala for the Nagabhasa, the 
Vinadavijaya f or the Apabhramsa,the Haimavyakarana for 
the Sauraseni,and the Jainasastra for the Magadhi; for the 
vernaculars which he iucludes under the term, Prakrit , 
he cites no authority, as, he says, he knows them by 
practice. It is important to note that the knowledge of 
the six Bhasns is considered an indispensable qualifica­
tion for any Carana of fame. After this long introduc­
tion, the poetical chronicle of the reign of Abhai Singh 
begins at last, though the bulk is devoted to a pompous 
description of Abhai Singh's splendid campaign against 
Sir Buland. Further reference to the Suraj Prakas is 
needless, as quotations wi l l be found in the Annals of 
Marwar by Col. Tod, who used the poem as the principal 
source of information for events relating to the period in 
question. It follows from what I have stated, that bardic 
poems whether short or long are capable of use as histo­
rical documents, specially when contemporary wi th the 
facts related. No doubt when we utilise them as such, 
it is necessary to proceed with great circumspection and 
allo*v for exaggerations, for disguises of unpleasant 
particulars, which is a rule wi th the bards who above all 
are favourites of the monarchs and are anxious to please 
them. But bardic poems are also important as literary 
documents. They have a literary value and taken together 
form a literature, which when better known is sure to 
occupy a most distinguished place among the literatures 
of the Neo-Indian Vernaculars. The language in which 
the literature is written and which has remained practi­
cally unknown and neglected to this day, is only a form 
of the Old Western Bajasthani, that is the old vernacular 
of Rajputana and Gujerat. I do not propose to deal 
wi th it in detail on the present occasion as Dr. Tessitori 
has gone into the question in his paper on the Bardic 
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the Historical Snrvoy of llajputana and in his Notes 
on the Grammar of the Old Western Rajasthani. This 
old Western Rajasthani language, called by the bards 
Dingala, to distinguish it from Pin gala, (the Brajbhasa), 
marks a very important stage in the development of 
the Neo-Indian Vernaculars as it forms a l ink between 
the Sauraseni, the Apabhramsa and the Modern Gujarati 
and Marwari. Concerning this language, which had 
been first mistaken for simply the old Gujarati, Sir 
George Grierson writes : " We have thus a connected 
chain of evidence as to the growth of the Gujarati 
language from the earliest times. We can trace 
the old Vedic language through Prakrit down to Apa­
bhramsa, from the verses of Hemchandra down to the 
language of a Parsi Newspaper. Xo single step is want­
ing. The line is complete for nearly four thousand years, 
(Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. JX, Part IT, p. 327). 

"But T wi l l leave aside the linguistic importance of 
the bardic compositions here, and look at them from the 
literary point of view. I have already said that these poems 
have a literary value. The bards in general, particularly 
Caranas, who are the most distinguished among them, have 
been in many cases men of letters and they have specially 
been so when residents at Court. Many of them knew 
not only Dingala and Pingala, the languages used in 
bardic poetry—but also Sanskrit and their attainments 
were such that titles like Kaviswara, Kaviraja were often 
conferred upon them. Tod, in the tenth Chapter of his 
Annals of Mar war, alludes to long and difficult studies 
requisite to form a Kaviswara. Among the many subjects 
which a Carana had to master were works on grammar, 
rhetoric and history, a knowledge of the six bhasas, and 
though this knowledge, in many cases, was nothing more 
than an empty show yet the fact that it was considered 
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an indispensable qualification for a Carana, is testimony 
to the encyclopaedic character of the learning a Carana 
was expected to possess. No wonder then if many of 
the productions of these Caranas are literary masterpieces 
of the highest value."1 The remarks of Sir Asutosh 
Mookerjee regarding the literature of llajputana are 
equally applicable to the bardic literature of other bards 
of India. A Carana of Rajputana in modern times is 
a man of the Kshatriya caste whose function it was in 
ancient times, to go with the army and sing verses 
of the vimras. Kut we have reason to believe and it is 
generally believed that Bhushan Tripathi did the same 
with Sivaji. So was Lai (Govelal) (ourt poet of the 
Maharaja Chhatrasal of Bundelkhand, and both were 
Brahmans. So far as the Birdie literature is concerned 
every Raja had his own bard who composed laudatory 
poems. 

Poets like the late Lachhiram of Ajodhya who 
have written books on ars poetica to please every Raja 
whom they visited and who patronised them have affixed 
to their compositions verses in hyperbolic il praise of their 
patrons. The late Lala Gokul Prasad of the court of 
Mahiraja Digbijai Singh of Balrampur has written a 
poem on his hunts and another on the way he spent his 
days. 

I have, however, selected passages of bards who 
have been enshrined in the temple of song. Chand, 
deservedly known as the father of Hindi poetry, was a 
samanta—nobleman of the court of Prithwiraj and is 
believed to have been present at his battles. Nalha the 
next bard was a nripati, a raja, and has written a poem 
describing the events of the reign of Prithwiraj's grand-

1 Address delivered by Sir Asatosh Mookerjee, Kt., C.8.I, in the Annual Meeting 
of Asiatic Society, 1913, 
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father Bisaldeva. The other two poets of Rajputana, 
chronicle the exploits of the famous H a m m i r of Ran-
thambhor and Maharana Raj Singh of Mewar. Bhushan 
has already been noted. Keshavadas, L a i and Padmakar 
describe the brave deeds of the Rajas B i r Singh Deva, 
Champat Ra i and Chhatrasal of Bunde lkhandand H i m m a t 
Bahadur Gosain of Oudh . Sudan was the court poet of 
the Jat Chief Surajmal of Bhara tpur and gives a v i v i d 
description of the battles fought by h i m . The last, 
though not chronological ly, is M u r l i d h a r whose Jangnama 
was evident ly wr i t t en for the pleasure of the Emperor 
Earrukhsiyar , and records his contest for the Empi re w i t h 
Jahandar Shah, thus showing that even the later Moghul s 
patronised H i n d u poets and H i n d i poetry. 

1. CIT V N D B A K D A T 

" The first bard of whom we have any certain infor­
mation was the wel l known Chand Bardai , who celebrated 
towards the end of the twe l f th century, the fortunes of 
P r i t h w i r a j , the Chauhan of D i l l i , in the famous P r i t h i -
raj Rayasa." He belonged to the fami ly of an ancient bard 
named Bisal Deb, the Chauhan of Ranthambhor , and ac­
cording to the account of his descendant, the poet Sur Das, 
belonged to the Jagat clan. He came to P r i t hwi r a j ' s 
court and was appointed his minister and poet laureate 
(kavitjvara). His poetical works were collected by Arnar 
Singh, of Mewar, in the early part of the seventeenth 
century. They were not improbably recast and modern­
ised in parts at the same t ime, which has given rise to a 
theory that the whole is a modern forgery. His p r inc ipa l 
work is the famous P r i t h i r a j Rayasa, or l i fe of his patron. 
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According to Tod it is a universal history, of the period in 
which he wrote, and is in 69 books, comprising 100,000 
stanzas, of which Tod has translated 30,000-—certainly more 
than any other European has succeeded in doing. Chand 
and Prithiraj were both killed in battle fighting against 
the Muhammadans in the year 1193. As already men­
tioned, one of his descendants was the poet Sur Das, and 
another the poet Sarang Dhar who is said to have written 
the Hammir Rayasa and the Hammir Kabya. A portion 
of the text of the Prithiraj Kayasa has been edited 
by Mr. John Beames, and another portion edited and 
translated by Dr. Hoernle. The excessively difficult 
character of the task has prevented both scholars from 
making much progress." 

" My own studies of this poet's works have inspired 
me with a great admiration of its poetic beauty, but I 
doubt if any one not perfectly master of the various Raj 
putani dialects could ever read it with pleasure. It is 
however of the greatest value to the student of philology 
far it is at present the only stepping stone available to 
European explorers in the chasm between the latest 
Prakrit and the Eastern Gaudian authors. Though we 
may not possess the actual text of Chand we have certain­
ly in his writings some of the oldest specimens of 
Gaudian literature abounding in pure Apabhransa 
Caurseni Prakrit formss"1 

Since the above was written a complete edition of 
the Kayasa or the Rasau has been published by the Kashi 
Nagari Pracharini Sabha with notes and a prose summary 
of the book. B. Shyamsunder Das, B.A., now President of 
the Sabha also wrote an article in the Kashi Nagari 
Pracharini Patrika for June, 1901, under the heading 

1 Modern Vernacular Literature of Hindustan, p. 4. 
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"Hindi ka Adi Kam" in which he has tried to show that 
the book has every claim to be considered a genuine work 
of Chand and errors of dates pointed out can be easily 
explained. The book like every other old work may have 
been roughly handled by subsequent writers but Hindi 
scholars still believe that the Ka sau is the great intellect­
ual asset of their country. 

The extract given is the Reoa tat Samyau and des­
cribes, one of the battles between Shahabuddin Muhammad 
Ghori and Prithwiraj in which the former was defeated 
and taken captive; but by the conqueror's generosity, 
conceit and political blindness, which, Tod says, is a trait 
of Hindu character, he was dismissed with due honours 
only to come again and put an end to Hindu sovereignty 
in India. Chand is popularly believed to have perished 
wi th his master. This part has been translated and pub­
lished with ful l notes by the Asiatic Society of Bengal and I 
have copied the argument from i t . Further notes are 
unnecessary as the translation contains fu l l explanations. 
The text has also been carefully compared with the book 
published by the Kashi Nagari Pracharini Sabha. 

T H E RE VAT AT A EPISODE 

The Argument 

Chamand Kai, having returned from the conquest of 
Devagiri, invites Prithiraj to an elephant-hunting expedi­
tion on the banks of the river Keva. Prithiraj accepting 
Chamand Rai's advice sets out on the expedition with a 
large retinue of princes. At Revatata he receives a letter 
from Chand Pundir, the Governor of Lahore, advising him 
of a threatened attack on Delhi by the Sultan Sahabuddin 
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under his General Tartar Maruf Khan. Decided by this 
letter, Prithiraj returns in forced marches to the Panjab. 
The Sultan sends messengers to Jay Chandra, the K i n g of 
Kanauj to inform him about the absence of Prithiraj and 
his own secretly planned attack. In Lahore, Prithiraj 
assembles a council of war; one party counsels caution 
and delay, the other is for immediate action ; the latter 
prevails. A description is given of the king's cavalry. 
On the breaking up of the council, at 9 o'clock the king 
retires to sleep. At midnight he is roused by a messenger 
from Chand Pundir, announcing the presence of the 
Sultan with a numerous army of elephants and foot-
soldiers, at the distance of seven kos, on the other side of 
the River Chenab where Chand Pundir was bravely await­
ing him. The king's army is at once alarmed. Another 
messenger now arrives, announcing the passage of the 
River Chenab by the Sultan's army in five divisions, which 
is described in detail. The news of it t i l l the king and 
his princes with fury. In the meanwhile Chand Pundir 
wi th his vanguard tries to check the Sultan's progress 
from the river but is obliged to retreat. He despatches 
a messenger to inform Prithiraj of the Sultan's progress 
to within 5 kos of Lahore, The king, iu fury, forms his 
army in order of battle ; so does the Sultan on his side. 
The battle took place on Tuesday the 5th of the month, 
apparently in March. W i t h the early morn, which had 
been eagerly longed for by the king's army, the latter 
marched to meet the Sultan's host. The battle is opened 
by a furious charge of Samar Singh, the Prince of Chitore. 
He is followed by Jait Pa var, the Prince of Dhar, and 
Chamand Hai, Hussain Khan and other princes. Now 
the main army goes into battle in the order of a crescent, 
Hussain Khan and Chand Pundir leading the wings, and 
Raghuvansa Ram the centre. It was about midday, when 
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Ohand Pundir is forced to fall back. Now Prithiraj 
himself advances to meet the Sultan Gori. The latter for 
a time is disconcerted by the kind's violent onset; but 
recovers. Here a notice is inserted fixing Chaitra or 
March as the month of (he battle. The fight now 
becomes general, and various personal encounters take 
place between princes of both sides. Then the battle is 
continued t i l l nightfall, when both armies bivouac on the 
field but in the morning it is renewed. Again a series of 
personal encounters take place, in which some more of 
Prithiraj's princes fall. Altogether, during the two days' 
fight, the Sultan looses 01 of his princes, while only 13 
fall on the side of Prithiraj. eight on the first and i\ve on 
the second day. The names and deeds of the latter are 
enumerated. Early in the morning of the third day, the 
Sultan commences the battle with a furious cannonade 
and fusilade on the encmw who however is not dismayed. 
He then proceeds to charge with his elephants and cavalry, 
to meet which Prithiraj's army forms into a sort of 
square. A fearful encounter and carnage now takes 
place. The Sultan's elephants under Khurasan Tartar 
Khan break into the square and trample 2VA warriors to 
death. The battle seems lost, when Bhim succeeds in 
rallying and reforming the army. Two more of Prithiraj's 
princes f a l l ; but the tide of the battle has now turned, 
and the Hindus are slaughtering the foreigners in al l 
directions. Here follows an episode, relating a conversa­
tion between the two Apsaras, Menaka and llambha, 
regarding the fortunes of the battle. Hussain Khan now 
charges wi th the cavalry ; (Jzbak Khan vainly endeavours 
to check him, while Maruf Khan and many other Khans 
f a l l ; at last the Sultan resolves to make a final attempt, 
and a personal encounter between him and Prithiraj takes 
place; but before he can shoot Prithiraj, at whom he 
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aims his third arrow, he is overpowered and taken captive 
by some of Prithiraj 's attending princes. The Sultan is 
carried a prisoner to Delhi, where great rejoicings take 
place over the victory. One month and three days the 
Sultan remains in captivity ; then on his nobles paying a 
very large ransom for him, he is released by Prithiraj and 
honorably dismissed to Gazni. 
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I I . N A L H A . 

Nalha is not mentioned in the Modern Vernacular 
Literature of Hindustan. According to the Misra 
Bandhu Vinod, Nalha was a Raja and composed his 
Bisaldeva Rasau in 1354 V . E . corresponding to 1297 A.D. 

The date of the composition is given in the following 
lines:— 

The date is clearly 1272 not 1220 as the Misra 
Brothers say, and their calculation showing that 
the date is inaccurate is therefore hased on wrong data. 
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1272 V .E . will correspond to 1216 A.D. and we have 
reason to believe that Nalha was a contemporary of 
Bisaldeva. The book is in four parts. Part I deals 
with the marriage of Bisaldeva of Sambhar with 
Rajwati daughter of Raja Bhoj of Malwa. Part II 
discribes the departure of Bisaldeva on a conquering 
expedition to Puri whose Raja acknowledged him as his 
suzerain. Part I I I depicts the sorrow of Rajwati during 
the absence of Bisaldeva and the latter's return. Part 
IV describes Bajwati's departure to her father's house 
and Bisaldeva's visit to Malwa to bring her back to 
Ajmere. Bisaldeva is the same as Vigraharaj IV who 
reigned from 1153 to 116 A. The famous Prithviraj was 
the son of his brother Someswara. 

Vigraharaj a himself was a great poet and was a 
patron of learning. His work Harakeli Nataka, 
(composed in 1220 Sambut) parts of which inscribep 
on stone slabs are preserved in the Rajputana Museum, 
Ajmer, is described in the Indian Antiquary Vol. xx, p. 
201, where Dr. Kielhorn says: "Actual and undoubted 
proof is here afforded to us of the fact that powerful 
Hindu rulers of the past were eager to compete with 
Kalidasa and Bhavabhuti for poetical fame." According 
to the Bijolian inscription (verse 22) Vigraharaja con­
quered Delhi. The Delhi Siwalik Pillar inscription of 
1164 A.D. says that he conquered the country between 
the Vindhya and the Himalaya Mountains and cleared 
the country of Aryavarta of the Musalmans and again 
made it Aryavarta, the abode of Aryas. "(J.R.AS. 
1913 p. 276 note). 

The book Bisaldeo Rasau is in the old Rajputana 
Hindi and every difficult word has therefore been 
explained in Hindi. 
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I I I . KESHO DAS. 

Kesho Das is known to us as the suthor of Ram-
chandrika and as the first of those writers who 
devoted themselves to the technical development of 
the art of poetry and as he is one of the greatest 
masters of the poetic art and his works are masterpieces 
of Hindi literature, he wil l be noticed underjeach of-] 
these heads. His work Birsingh Deva Charit has heen 
discovered lately and an extract is added to this part. 
In some of his works we find scattered verses in honour 
of his patrons and the most famous of them is the 
one in praise of Raja Birbal. * 

According to Misra Brothers he was born in Orchha 
in about 1612 V.E. and died in 1674 V.E. He was 
attached to the court of Raja Madhukar Sah of Orchha 
and afterwards of his son Indarjit. Indarjit was also 
a poet and wrote under the name of Dhiraj Narind. 
The famous courtezan Parbinrai Paturi was a mistress 
of Indarjit and it is said that Akbar on hearing of her 
accomplishments ordered Indarjit to send her to the 
Imperial court. Indarjit disobeyed and was fined one 
crore rupees. Kesho Das had a secret audience with 
Birbal the minister of Akbar, and recited the verse 
referred to above. Raja Birbal is said to have given the 
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poet six lakhs for this single stanza and got the fine 
remitted. Parbin Kai had nevertheless to appear before 
Akbar. Akbar asked her to stay whereupon the cour­
tezan wi th a ready wit replied. 

Akbar was pleased with the reply and permitted her 
to depart. We have reason to believe that Parbin Rai 
also patronised Kesho Das and it was at ber request 
that he wrote the Kavipriya. 

B I R S I N G H D E V A , 

In 1592 Birsingh Deva raised an insurrection, in 
which he was assisted by Indarj i t and Partab Rao. They 
wrested Bhanrer and Pawain from Hasan Khan, Karhara 
and Berchha from Harduar Panwar, and I r ichh from 
Abdullah. On|learning of this Akbar despatched Daulat 
Khan, whom Raja Ram Sah joined. The Raja reduced 
Birsingh Deva to terms and brought him to Daulat 
Khan, and then returned to Orchha, while 
Daulat Khan went on to the Deccan accompanied by 
Birsingh Deva and the Raja's eldest son Sangram 
Sah. But before long Birsingh Deva on the pretence 
of hunting returned to his home in Baroni against 
the orders of the Imperial Commander. Daulat 
Khan marched after him, but on seeing that he was 
assisted by Bhupal Rao, Partap Rao and Indarjit , 
abandoned the idea. Shortly after this Akbar arrived 
at Narwar by way of Gwalior, and directed Raja Ram 
Sah to either present before himself Birsingh Deva and 
Indarji t , who had in the interval stormed the forts of 
Narwar and Gwalior, or punish them severely himself. 
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Ram Sah wi th the aid of the Kachhwahas and Pathans 
went to Baroni, and after a few days' resistance succeeded 
in expelling Birsingh Deva thence. In this contest 
however Jugrup Kachhwaha a man of some note, was 
killed. As soon as Ram Sah withdrew, Birsingh Deva 

recovered possession of Baroni. But he very soon left 
it finding it not a safe place for him so long as Akbar 
and Ram Sah were his enemies. He accordingly went 
to Prayag to see Selim (known as Jehangir after his 
accession). He was a son of Akbar and at that time 
Subadar of Allahabad and in revolt against his father. 
Selim received him wi th great favour and directed him 
to murder Abul-Pazl, who was then returning from the 
Deccan. This he accordingly did, and on the 9th Kat ik 
1660 V-E. (A.D. 1603) ki l led the famous minister, midway 
between Narwar and An t r i . Akbar was greatly 
enraged at the murder, and sent many chiefs under 
Tripur Kshattr i wi th a powerful force to capture 
Birsingh Deva; this force he ordered Sangram Sah 
the son of Ram Sah to accompany. Birsingh Deva was 
besieged in the fort of I r ichh, but after a few days 
resistance, fled by night and went to Prayag. Selim 
received him wi th great favour and promised to make 
him Raja of the whole of Bundelkhand as soon as he 
should ascend the throne. Birsingh Deva lived for a 
short time in Prayag, and then returned to Bundelkhand, 
where joining wi th Sangram Sah he openly revolted and 
expelled Hasan Khan from Bhanrer and Kharag Rao 
from Lachura. 

The brother of Kharag Rao, who had been killed at 
the time of the expulsion, appealed to the Emperor who 
ordered Indarj i t to proceed with a powerful army pro­
mising to give him the whole of Bundelkhand if he 
should defeat Birsingh Deva and Ram Sah. Indarj i t 
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begged that the Emperor himself should accompany the 
force and would have obeyed the Imperial order but 
that he was unwilling to ruin his eldest brother and 
make himself master of the kingdom. The Emperor 
dismissed him and| sent Tripur Kshalri with a large 
army to Orchha. When the General reached Gwalior, 
Rajsingh and Ramsingh Kachhwahas, the Bhadoria 
Raja, the Chauhan Raja and the Jats joined his camp. 
As soon as the army reached Datia, Hasan Khan and 
Khwaja Abdullah joined i t . In 1602 on the banks of 
the Betwa the conflict (ook place. The battle lasted 
several days between the Bundelas and Sangram Sah, 
Indarjit, Partap llao, and Birsingh Deva on the one side 
and the Imperial army on the other. Sangram Sah 
was killed but the Bundelas wei'e victorious, Indarjit 
being specially distinguished tor his gallant conduct in 
taking the enemy's standards. Kajsingh Kachhwaha who 
was with Tripur's force was wounded and captured 
by Birsingh Deva but Itam Sah sent him back to the 
Emperor's army with respect and honour. 

Shortly after Akbar died and Salim succeeded him 
assuming the title of Jahaugir. He summoned Bir 
Singh Deva, who with Bharat Sah the grandson of Ram 
Sah and Indarjit went to Delhi. The Emperor bestowed 
on him the title of Maharaja and gave him a sanad 
appointing him ruler of the whole of Bundelkhand. 

Birsingh Deva was well acquainted with the Dharm 
Shashtra and laws generally. He was mindful of the 
sin he had committed in usurping his brother's kingdom, 
and feeling great remorse, in penitence made nine 
pilgrimages, and offered innumerable sacrifices. In 
Bindraban alone he presented 81 maunds of gold, a 
gift remembered to the present day. At Datia he built 
a grand palace at a cost of Rs. 36,90,980, which is st i l l 
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a notable structure. On one occasion by order of the 
Emperor, he attacked and overcame the Hajas of Rewa 
and Narwar. In 1613 he erected a temple in Brindaban 
at a cost of 30 lakhs. He performed the Tarian Bir t , 
and listened for seven days to the recitation of the 
Maha-purana. He was famed for his strict justice; in 
this connection it is told of him that one day his eldest 
son Jagat Deva when hunting, allowed his hound to k i l l 
a Brahma-chari or hermit. On hearing thereof the 
Itaja summoned his son to him, and put him to death 
for having caused the death of an innocent devotee. 

The extract describes the battle on the banks of the 
Betwa and is taken from the Kashi Nagari P. Sabha's 
edition of Birsingh Deva Charit, with the kind permission 
of the Sabha. 

Historyof Bundelkhand by the C.A. Silborrad J,A,S,B, 1902, p, 112. 



BOOK I 

* Bhander in Jharisi District. 

55 



H I N D I SELECTIONS 

† Jalalnddin Mohammad Akbar. 
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4. B H U S H A N . 

To those who have at all interested themselves in 
Hind i poetry the name and fame of the great poet 
Bhushan Tripathi can hardly be unfamiliar. He is one 
of the brightest lights in the Hindi firmament and his 
effulgence is in a way quite unique. It is well known 
that Hindi poetry consists mainly of erotic, devotional 
and religious productions, so much so that the great 
Tulsi Das has deliberately laid down the dictum that all 
poetry which is not based on devotion to Kama is pure 
waste of energy. He says :— 

On this theory it is clearly sinful to busy oneself in 
writ ing the accounts of worldly men at all , but we worldly 
people think otherwise and to us it is of vital importance 
to place on record the doings of our great men who may 
be held up as ideals to others. Bhushan was lucki ly 
a poet of such modern views and he deliberately 
employed his great poetical powers in singing the praises 
of such immortal heroes of hisasjo as Shivaji andChhattra-
sal Bundela. Bhushan never wrote a line of erotic 
poetry which was the prevailing fashion of the day and 
it is satisfactory to find that his success was the envy 
of most of the poets of the other school. The esteem in 

U 
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w h i c h he was held by Shivaj i is reflected in his verses, 
wh i l e Chhattrasal Bundela went so far as to put on 
his own shoulders the pole of the great poet's Palki. 
Bhushan's mar t ia l muse is at once the admirat ion, wonder 
and inspirat ion of others in the field and of the numerous 
and ever-increasing circle of the lovers of H ind i verse. 
He is the recognized leader of that school and he never 
in his l i fe wrote in the amorous style w i t h the soli tary 
exception of one single verse in which , as if to wash 
off the " s i n " of having done so, he indulged in a cont i ­
nued and prolonged metaphor per ta ining to war l ike 
materials. 

Bhushan was a K a n y a - K u b j n Brahman, a Tewari of 
the Kashyap gotra. He was horn in T r i b i k r a m p u r 
(modern T i k m a n p u r ~ , situated on the left bank 
of the Jamna, near Tahsil Ghatampur of the (.'awnpore 
dis t r ic t (U .P . ) , about the year 1(513 A . D . and he died 
there about 1715 A . D . at the advanced age of 102 years. 
H i s younger brother M a t i r a m , is also counted among 
the foremost poets o! H i n d i and so is his elder brother 
Chintamani , while1 their youngest brother, N i l k a n t h 
alias Jata Shankar, was also a good poet. So a l l these 
four brothers have rendered conspicuous services to the 
sacred cause of the development of H i n d i poetical l i tera­
ture whi le Bhushan and M a t i r a m rank second only to 
such greatest masters as Tuls i , Sur and few others. In 
fact Bhushan has been assigned the 5th position and 
M a t i r a m the 7th among the foremost poets of H i n d i 
wh ich boasts of a galaxy of shining l ights second to none 
in the whole range of the world's l i terature. So far as it-
has been ascertained, no two brothers occupy such h igh 
positions in any other l i terature of the wor ld . 

Bhushan has wr i t t en one work—the Shivaraj 
Bhushan—in honour of Shivaj i and another in that of 
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Chhattrasal Bundela, w h i l e his scattered verses have 
been put together in two collections, known as the " S h i v a 
Bamani and his Miscel lany." 

He was a t r u l y national poet and Hindus are his real 
heroes, whoever else may be the ostensible hero of his 
various works. 

His excessive nationalism has at times led h i m to 
wri te some unpleasant things about our Moslem brethren 
but his fault would look to be excusable in view of the 
spir i t and the tendencies of that age. Exceptional vigour 
of thought and dict ion, a scrupulous regard for t r u t h , 
independent t h i n k i n g , and ab i l i ty to present wonderful 
pen-pictures of men and events, are among the other 
chief merits of Bhushau as a poet. He has not a t tempted 
any th ing l ike a biography of Shivaji or even an at a l l 
connected account of his doings, but the poet's wr i t ings 
give a fa i r ly clear idea of most of the leading events of 
ShivajTs life and contemporary history, and they also 
throw side light on some events that are not found record­
ed or adequately dealt w i th in history. We come across 
a plethora of proper names (of men and places) in his 
wr i t ings that cannot fail to be useful from the historian 's 
point of view. 

It is very l ike ly that he wrote some other works also 
and indeed a few more unknown works are ascribed 
to h im , but nothing can be said for certain t i l l we actual ly 
come across any such works. As it is even the four 
known works of this great poet are quite sufficient to 
pu t h i m in the forefront of those who have adorned the 
H i n d i Li terature w i t h thei r inspired wr i t ings—Shyam 
Biha r i Mis ra . 

The fo l l owing extract is taken from the excellent 
editions of the great poet's works by the brothers, 
Pandi t Shyam Bihar i Misra and Shukdeva Bihar i Misra, 
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and published by the Kashi Nagari Pracharini Sabha, 
and to this book a reference may be made for the his­
tory of the times and other points necessary to under­
stand the subject matter of the book. 
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5 . GORE L A L O R L A L K A V I 

" He was a Brahman and acted as the family priest 
to Raja Chhattrasal of Panna. Besides being a good 
writer he was a brave warrior. He accompanied 
Chhattrasal in many of his campaigns. He has 
chronicled the deeds of Chhattrasal and has given a 
brief history of the Buudelas in his well known work, 
Chhattra-Prakasa. Another work of his that needs 
mention is Raja Binoda which was writ ten for the 
perusal of Raja Chhattrasal. His descendants are still 
found in many places."1 

" He was present at the battle of Dholpur between 
Dara Shukoh and Aurangzeb, in which Chhattrasal was 
killed. Garcin de Tassy gives the folloAving account of 
this work, which I have not myself seen : — I t deals with 
the wars and order of succession of the ancient Rajas of 
Bundelkhand and with the valour of the warrior nation 
of the Bundelas. It contains minute details of the life 
of Chhattrasal and of his father Raja Champati Ray. 
Captain Pogson has given a tianslation of Lai's work 
under the title of a history of the Bundelas and Major 
Price has given the text of that portion of the work 
which refers to Chhattrasal under the title of Chhattra 
Prokash or Biographical Account of Chhattrasal."2 

To understand the extracts it is necessary to have 
some idea of the history of Bundelkhand. Bi r Singh Deo 
has already been noticed before. After his death he 
was succeeded by his son Jujhar Singh. Jujhar "distrusted 

1. First Triennial Kcport of the Search of Hindi Manuscripts by B. 
Shyamsundar Das B.A.—Report. 

2. Modern vernacular Literature of Hindustan, p. 77. 
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all the Bundelas and made some alterations and reduc­
tions in the jagirs." He was the brother of the famous 
Hardeo Singh commonly known and worshipped in 
Bundelkhand as Hardaol Baba. The story of Hardaol is 
thus summarised in the history of "Western Bundelkhand 
by Mr . C. A. Silberrard l " A b o u t 1031, JujharSingh in 
accordance wi th an order of the Emperor, went to 
Choragarh to light on his behalf, and left his brother 
Har Deva at Orchha in charge of the kingdom. On his 
return, suspecting an intrigue between his wife and l i a r 
Deva, he questioned her. The Bani replied, 'as he is your 
brother I love him, there is nothing else between us.' 
The Baja said, ' if you are true obey me and poison 
him. ' The Bani obeyed, but felt such remorse that she 
poisoned herself too. The Baja mourned her death 
deeply, and in 1032 performed the ceremony of Aghmar-
shanyug to purge himself of the sin of murdering his 
brother. Munshi Harnarain, an historian, says that Har 
Deva after his death, appeared as a spirit and revealed 
to many that Jujhar Singh had poisoned him to prevent 
his succession, being himself childless. As soon as 
Shahjahan heard of this he issued a proclamation 
directing altars to be erected in honour of Har Deva 
and the dethronement of Jujhar Singh. Baki Khan 
was directed to enforce this order and went to Orchha 
with a strong force, but was defeated and returned to 
Delhi In 1633 Shahjahan sent an expedition 
commanded by Muhammad Shah, Wal i Bahadur Khan, 
Nausher Khan, and Abdullah Khan. They were 
however so l i t t le successful that they agreed to a 
compromise by which Pahar Singh became the ack­
nowledged Baja of Orchha, while Champat Bai 

1. Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1902, p. l i o . 



108 HINDI SELECTIONS 

contented himself with seeking possessions elsewhere 
(1610 A.D. ?)" 

The next extract describes the assistance given by 
Champat Rai to Aurangzeb. In the battle of Samugarh 
(1658 A.D.) , which placed Aurangzeb on the throne 
of India, Champat Rai and his Bundelas greatly 
distinguished themselves by their valour, and Raja Ram, 
one of their leaders, a nehew of Champat Rai, was slain. 
In return for these services Aurangzeb granted Champat 
Rai a command of 12,000 men, and a jagir or appanage 
free from revenue " extending from Orchha to Mol 
Kanar," and thence to the Jumna. This command he 
very soon after resigined, on being called to account for 
not attending the Emperor in his march against Shah 
Shu ja. Champat Rai then retired to the fort of Airuchh 
and there planned further schemes to r id his country 
of the hated Musalmans. 

The third extract describes the meeting of his son 
and successor Chattrasal, the most famous of the 
Rajahs of Bunclelkhand with Shivaji and Sujan Singh, 
the son and successor of Pahar Singh. 

The passages are taken from the edition of the book 
published at Fort Wi l l i am in 1829, a copy of which I 
found in the Bharati Bhavan Library, Allahabad. 

I , Buodelkhand Gazetteer. 
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‡ NEWS suppliers. 
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116 



BOOK I 117 

• Extinguished, s t i l l spoken in Fatohgnrh. 
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Cheat, informer. 
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* A town in Gwalior, 
† Fast Marches. 
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6 — M A N . 

Li t t le is known of this great writer except that he 
was a native of Rajputana and the court poet of "Maha­
raja Raj Singh of Me war. He commenced wri t ing 
Rajbilas in 1734 V.E., and seems to have finished it 
in 1737 V. E.. as he has recorded incidents of that year. 
The book is divided into eighteen chapters and has 
an abrupt conclusion possibly on account of the death 
of Raja Raj Singh in 1737 WE. The first few chapters 
comprise the history of the Sissodia race t i l i we come 
to the accession of Raj Singh. 

" Raj Sing had signalized his accession by the revival 
of the warlike Tceka-dowr, and plundered Malpoora. 
An appeal to his gallantry made him throw down the 
gauntlet to Aurangzeb in the plentitude of his power, 
when the valour of the Sissodias again burst forth 
in all the splendour of the days of Pertap; nor did 
the contest close t i l l after a series of brilliant victories, 
and with the narrow escape from captivity of the Xerxes 
of Hindusthan. The Mogul demanded the hand of 
the princess of Roopanagurh, a junior branch of the 
Mar war house and sent with the demand (a compliance 
with which was contemplated as certain ) a cortege 
of two thousand horse to escort the fair to court. 
But the haughty Rajpootni, either indignant at such 
precipitation or charmed with the gallantry of the 
Rami, who had evinced his devotion to the fair by 
measuring his sword with the head of her house, 
rejected with disdain the proffered alliance, and, justi­
fied by brill iant precedents in the romantic history of 
her nation, she entrusted her cause to the arm of the 

19 



146 HINDI SELECTIONS 

chief of the Rajpoot race, offering herself as the reward 
of the protection. The family priest (her preceptor) 
deemed his office honoured by being the messenger of 
her wishes, and the billet he conveyed is incorporated 
in the memorial of his reign. 'Is the swan to be the 
mate of the stork: a llajpootni pure in blood, to be 
wife to the monkey faced barbarian !' concluding wi th 
a threat of self-destruction if not saved from dishonour. 
This appeal, wi th other powerful motives, was seized on 
with avidity by the Rana as a pretext to throw away the 
scabbard, in order to illustrate the opening of a warfare, 
in which he determined to put all to the hazard in defence 
of his country and his faith. The issue was an omen 
of success to his warlike and superstitious vassalage. W i t h 
a chosen band lie rapidly passed the foot of the Aravali 
and appeared before Roopanagurh, cut up the imperial 
guards, and bore off the prize to his capital. The daring 
act was applauded by al l who bore the name of Rajpoot, 
and his chiefs with joy gathered their retainers around 
the ' red standard', to protect the queen so gallantly 
achieved." ( Tod's Rajasthan, Me war chap, x i i i ) . 

Raj Singh also remonstrated against the imposition 
of Jezia by letter, " i n the name of the nation of which 
he was the head, in a style if such uncompromising dig­
nity, such lofty yet temperate resolve so much of soul-
stirring rebuke mingled with a boundless and tolerating 
benevolence, such elevated ideas of the Divini ty wi th such 
pure philanthropy, that it may challenge competition wi th 
any epistolary production of any age, clime, or condition. 
In this are contained the true principles of Christianity 
and to the illustrious Gentile, and such as acted as he 
did, was pointed that golden sentence of toleration, 'those 
who have not the law yet do by nature the thing 
pontained in the law, shall be, law unto themselves.' 
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These circumstances made Aurangzeh "pour out all 
the phials of his wrath against the devoted Mewar, and his 
preparations more resemhled those for the conquest of 
a potent kingdom than the subjugation of a llajpoot 
Zemindar a vassal of that colossal empire on whose 
surface his domain was but a speck '" 

"The liana divided his forces into three bodies. His 
eldest son, Jey Sing, was posted on the crest of the 
Aravali, ready to act on the invaders from either side of 
the mountains. Prince Bheem was to the west, to keep 

up the communications with the outlets of Guzerat; 
while the liana, with the main body, took post in the 
Naen * defile, unassailable by the enemy, and hanging on 
his left flank, ready to turn it , and cut oil" all retreat the 
moment the imperialists entered the mountains. Aurang­
zeh advanced to Dobarri." Naen defile was one of the 
passes to the Girwo valley, and Dobarri another. Prince 
Akber advanced, but being "cut off from the possibility 
of a junction with the emperor, by a movement of a part 
of the liana's personal force, he attempted to retreat to the 
plains of Mar war" 
"Another body of the imperialists, under the celebrated 
Delhire Khan, who entered from the Daisoori Pass 
from Marwar ( probably with a view of extricating 
Prince Akber ) were allowed to advance unopposed, and 
when in the long intricate gorge were assailed by Bikram 
Solanki, and Gopi Nath liah tore ( both nobles of Mewar), 
and after a desperate conflict entirely destroyed. On 
each occasion a vast booty fell into the hands of the Raj­
poots." 

"So ably concerted was the mountain warfare, that 
these defeats were the signal for a simultaneous attack 

* The Naen difile of Tod is the Nouara of Raj Bilas. 
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by the Rana on Aurangzeb, who with his son Azim 
watched at Dobarri the result of the operations under 
Akbar and Delhire. The great home-clans had more 
than their wonted rivalry to sustain them, for the gallant 
Doorga-das with the Rahtore swords ( tulwar Rahtoran ) 
whetted by an accumulation of wrongs, were to combat 
with them against their common oppressor; and nobly 
did they contest the palm of glory. The tyrant could not 
withstand them ; his guns though manned by Franks 
could not protect him against the just cause and aven­
ging steel of the Rajpoot, and he was beaten and com­
pelled to disgraceful flight, with an immense loss in men 
and equipment. The Rana had to lament many brave 
leaders, home, and auxiliary : and the imperial standard, 
elephants, and state equipage fell into his hands, the 
acquisition of Mohkim and the Suktawuts. This glo­
rious encounter occurred in the spring month of Ealgoon, 
S. 1737." 

The accompanying selections are taken from the 
edition of Lala Bhagwandin in the Nagari Pracharini 
Granthmala, published by the Kashi Nagari Pracharini 
Sabha, with the kind permission of the Sabha. They 
describe the incidents noted above and also the battles 
of Deasuri and Nonara between Raj Singh and the forces 
of Aurangzeb, when the Emperor was incensed at the 
shelter given by Raj Singh to A j i t Singh, the infant son 
of Jaswant Signh. In both of these battles the imperial 
army was defeated. 
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7 M U R L I D H A R . 

The Jangnamah of Farrukhsiyar and Jahandar Shah, 
a Hindi poem by Sridhar (Murlidhar), a Brahman of 
Prayag, was for the first time published in extract in the 
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal in 1900, by Mr . 
Wi l l i am Irvine, late of the Bengal Civil Service, who had 
obtained a copy of it from Balm Badhakishan Das, a 
cousin of the late Babu Harish Chandra, the famous 
poet of Benares. A complete book has also been 
published, under the editorship of Babu Radhakishen 
Das, by the Xagri Pracharini Sabha. 

The book as its name implies describes the battles 
between Jahandar Shah and Farrukhsiyar and a short 
account of the history of the times is therefore given 
below. 

Bahadur Shah, son and successor of Aurangzeb, died 
in the month of February 1712. Bahadur Shah had 
four sons, Moizuddin ( Jahandar Shah), Azimush-
shan, Baftushshan, and Shahjehan. Bahadur Shah was, at 
the time of his death, in Lahore. His second son Azimush-
shan, who was his favourite at the time, was with him. 
The other three sons of Bahadur Shah attacked him and 
after a battle which lasted four days, Azimushshan's 
elephant was struck by a cannon ball which so frightened 
him that he drowned himself with his rider in the Ravi. 
It was at first proposed to divide the empire between 
Rafttishshan and Shahjehan but subsequently the brothers 
were attacked by Jahandar Shah and they were killed. 
Jahandar Shah now marched towards Delhi where he 

23 
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hoard that Farrukhsiyar, the second son of Azimushshan, 
then in Patna, was making preparations to attack Delhi. 
Jahandar Shah therefore left his eldest son Azizuddin 
wi th an army fifty thousand strong in Agra. Farrukh­
siyar was promised help by Abdulla, Husain A l i and 
Raja Chhabilai Ram who had a large collection of land 
revenue in his hands. 

The first battle was fought at Alamchand, a village a 
few miles to the north of the Bharwari station E . I . Rv., 
in which Saifuddin A l i Khan and Nizamuddin A l i Khan 
came out victorious and went over to Abdulla Khan. 
Information was at once sent to the Emperor at Patna. 
The next battle was fought at Bindki in Fatehpur 
District and Azizuddin's army was completely routed. 
The last battle was fought near Sikandra in Agra and 
Jehandar Shah's hopes were extinguished for e\er. 

The poet Murlidhar was a Brahman of Allahabad. 
His works show considerable poetic merit, He wrote 
a work on Indian music and another on Nayika Bhed, a 
third on Jain saints, and a fourth on the Childhood of 
Krishna. He seems to have been a poet of the ordinary 
beggar class who are ready to compose poems in praise 
of anybody who can pay them. It is said that he used 
to attend marriage parties and compose poems in the 
hope of getting something. 

He had neverthless great powers of description and 
seems to have been present at some of the battles which 
he describes. 

The extract describes the battle near Sikandra and 
is taken from the Nagari Pracharini Sabha edition of 
the book with the kind permission of the Sabha. I have 
also consulted the portions published in the Journal of the 
Bengal Asiatic Society 1900. 
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8. JODHRAJ . 

The poet Jodhraj nourished at the court of Raja 
Ohandrabhan of Nimrana in the beginning of the 
eighteenth century. He was the son of Balkrishna 
belonging to the family of Adigaur Brahmans of A t r i 
Gotra. Raja Chandrabhan was a Chauhan Rajput and 
ruled at Nimrana which is situated on the boundary of 
the State of Jeypore and is now included in the territorial 
limits of Ahvar State. This Raja Chandrabhan once 
expressed a desire to Jodhraj to relate to him the exploits 
of Hammir Deva of Ranthambhor. Jodhraj undertook 
to carry out the orders of his master and patron and 
wrote this poem in the year 1785 Vikram Sambat (1728 
of the Christian era). 

The story of the poem may be summarised as follows;-
Allauddin Khi l j i was ou the throne of Delhi. He had 
a Begam named Rup-vichitra. Allauddin once went out 
hunting. There all of a sudden a great storm arose. In 
the confusion that followed, Rup-vichitra was separated 
from others and lost her way in the forest. At this 
moment Mahima Shah, one of the courtiers of Allauddin 
appeared on the scene. The Begam made amorous 
proposals to him which he at first rejected. In the end 
he was won over by various guiles and threats. Soon 
after a lion appeared in front of them. Mir Mahima 
Shah easily despatched him with an arrow and brought 
the Begam safe to the camp of Allauddin. Once while 
the emperor was in the apartments of this Begam, a 
mouse suddenly came out of its hole. The emperor 
was at first upset at its sudden appearance but subse­
quently killed i t . He thought much of this exploit of 



196 HINDI SELECTIONS 

his and began to brag of his achievements. The Begam 
simply kept on smiling and finally remarked that the 
real heroes were those who could kil l a furious lion with 
ease and never talked of their skill and braverv. I n 
the course of this conversation the Begam after exacting 
a promise from the emperor, not to injure Mir * Mahima 
in any way, related to him of her intercourse with Mahima 
and showered praises on him. Allauddin at once sent 
for Mahima Shah and turned him out of his territories; 
M i r Mahima went Irom place to place but none had-tlie 
courage to give him shelter. At last he went to Hammir 
Deva Ohauhan of Kanthambhor, who received him find 
gave him shelter. When the news of the reception of 
Mahima Shah reached Allauddin, he at once demanded 
him from Hammir, but the Chauh in prince llatly refused 
to give him up. Alauddin made several attempts to 
get back Mahima but he could not succeed. At last he 
made preparations to wage war against Hammir. This, 
the poem says, lasted for 12 years and ended in the 
victory of Hammir. When Hammir in the flush of his 
glory was returniug to the palace he had the ensigns 
of the enemy carried before him. The ladies of his 
palace thinking that the Mnsalmans forces were advancing, 
ftung themselves in lire in order to escape falling into 
the hands of the Mohammedans. When Hammir reached 
his palace he saw what his folly had wrought. He felt 
so dejected and overpowered that he committed suicide. 
This is what the poem escribes in beautiful language. 
There are no doubt historical evidences of this quarrel 
between Hammir and Allauddin, but the cause of the 
dispute and the several incidents as given in the poem 
under notice are not uniformally supported. It must 

* In the poem Mabium is addresaed as Shekh ( Editor. ) 
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be noted here that there was another Hammir Deva of 
Mewar, who is quite distinct from this Hamrair. The 
two are quite distinct personages and should not be 
mixed up. For further particulars the reader is referred 
to the complete poem published by the Xagari Pracharini 
Sabha of Benares. 

The following lines describe the reception of Mahima 
Shah by Hammir Deva :— 

Shiains undar Dass. 

* The extract is takou from tho scholarly edition of the book by Babu 
Shiaineundar Das and published by tho Kashi Najjari Pracharini Sabha. 
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9—SUDAN. 

Sudan seems to have been one of the greatest poets 
of vir (Heroic) ram, yet l i t t le is konwn about him beyond 
the fact that he was a native of Mut t ra and that his 
father's name was Basant. He was the court poet of the 
famous Suraj Hai of Bharatpur whose exploits he has 
described in his Sujan Charitra. Pandit Maya Shankar, 
Controller of Accounts Bharatpur State, writes about him 
as follows :—' Unfortunately nothing is now known 
about this poet except that his descendants are l iving in 
Muttra and they get Rs. 25 per month from this State. 
There are only two widows and two young boys in the 
family. They know nothing about the poet or his works. 
I found not even one chit there,' Pandit Maya Shanker 
has also very kindly sent to me a copy of Sujan 
Charitra from the State Library, and the accompanying 
extract is taken from this book. The Sujan Charitra 
describes seven jangs or battle- fought by Suraj Mai , 
ranging from Sambat 1802 to 1S10. The extract is 
called sitptam or the seventh jang, as both in the 
Bharatpur copy and the Nagari Braeharini Sabha edition 
it is so called, though it is really the sixth. 
It begins with a description of the history of Delhi 
from the earliest times t i l l we come to Ahmed Shah, the 
contemporary of Suraj Mai . Ahmed Shah's Minister, 
Mansur, and his Bakhshi (Jhazi Uddin Khan quarrelled. 
The Bakhshi triumphed and Mansur was compelled 
to leave Delhi. The applied to Suraj Mai for help. Suraj 
Mai however replied that the Delhi Emperor was his 
suzerain and the only way to attack Delhi would be to 
set up a r ival claimant to the throne. Mansur agreed, 
and a grandson of Kambakhsh was proclaimed 
Emperor under the name of Akbar. Suraj Mai then 

31 
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advanced towards Delhi, sacked the twelve suburban 
villages defeated Ghazi Utldin Khan who was 
sent to oppose him, entered the metropolis by breaking 
through the L a i Darwaza, and pillaged the city. A 
description of the pillage is a masterpiece of the poet's 
art, and shows his vast knowledge of every kind of 
bazaar commodity. After a while however the pillaging 
was stopped and a battle fought in Kotra in which the 
imperial army was defeated. Another battle was fought 
at a distance of sixteen miles from Delhi wi th the same 
result, Ghazi Uddin next invited Mahrattas to his help 
but he was again defeated, and a reconciliation was 
effected in the end on the intercession of Raja Madho 
Singh of Amber, and Mansur went over to Oudh as 
Governor. 

Sudan was master of a l l the vernaculars of Upper 
India, and his graphic description of the battles is 
rivalled only by the immortal author of the Prithviraj 
Rasau. 
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* Isphahan. † Budakahan. 
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* An Arabic word meaning proximity (govreign's favour). 
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10 P A D M A K A R . 

Padmakar is ordinarily known to as as the author 
of the Jagat Binod, a work on Ars Poetica, hut he 
seems to have heen a man of a versatile genius and like 
beggar poets, ready to make his muse dance to the 
tune of any body who paid him. Like most poets who 
flourished under special patrons, he was from the very 
beginning of his career, accustomed to write verses in 
praise of his patrons. He was a Telang Brahman and 
one of his ancestors Madhukar Bhatta migrated to 
Garhapattan on the banks of the Narbada in 1615 V .E . 
Prom Garhapattan Madhukar removed to Br i j , some 
members of the family settling down in Muttra , others 
in Gokul. A scion of the Muttra branch went over to 
Banda though Padmakar's father Mohanlal seems to 
have been l iv ing in Saugor where Padmakar was born. 
Mohan Lal was not only a Hind i poet but a Sanskrit 
scholar and a mantra shastri on account of which he was 
highly respected by Raja Raghunath Rao Appa Sahib 
of Saugor, as also by the Chiefs of Panna and Jaipur. 
It is said that the first verse which his son Padmakar 
ever composed at the early age of sixteen was the 
following in praise of Raghunath Rao. 
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After sometime, Padmakar had to leave the court of 
Raghunath Rao and as he was also a mantra shastri 
like his father, None Arjun Singh of Sungra, a village 
two miles from K u i Pahar in Hamirpur District, be­
came his chela and had his sword consecrated by the 
recitations of Chandi. How and when he went over 
to the court of Himmat Bahadur and under what cir­
cumstances he composed the Himmat Bahadur Birdawali 
and described the battle in which None Arjun Singh 
was defeated, is yet unexplained. He seems also to have 
attended the court of Daulat Rao Sindhia of Gawalior 
and composed his Alijah Prakash. In Gwalior he 
received an invitation from Maharaja Pratap Singh of 
Jaipur. Pratap Singh was himself a poet and received 
Padmakar with great honour. Pratap Singh died in 1860 
V.E. and was succeeded by Jagat Singh. It was under 
the orders of Jagat Singh that the Jagat Vinod was 
written. Padmakar also composed Sawaijai Singh 
Birdawali, another bardic poem in praise of Sawai Jai 
Singh of Jaipur. 

He died in Cawnpore in 1890 Y.E. 

To understand the subject matter of this book, we 
shall give a short account of Himmat Bahadur. A 
Sanadh Brahman of Kul-Pahar died leaving two sons. 
His widow was too poor to support them and she 
therefore sold them to Rajendra Gir i who consecrated 
them as his Chelas and called the elder Umarao Gir i 
and the younger Anup Gir i . Anup Gir i was his favourite 
and received from him a soldier's training. After the 
death of his guru, Anup with a few companions went 
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over to Lucknow and accepted service as a trooper in 
the army of Shujauddaullah. His valour won the favour 
of his sovereign and he was granted the t i t le of Himmat 
Bahadur. Himmat Bahadur was present with the 
Nawab at the battle of Buxar and for his gallant 
behaviour in saving the Nawab's life, received the 
parganas of Sikandra in Cawnpore and Bindki in Fateh-
pur as jagir under the name of Rajdhan. Himmat 
Bahadur was next deputed by Shujauddaullah to 
conquer Bundelkhand. ("luman Singh was tlien Raja 
of Banda and None Arjun Singh the was commander-in-
chief of his army. Arjun defeated Himmat Bahadur 
and drove him on the other side of the Jumna. Shortly 
afterwards the Bundela Chiefs were weakened by inter­
nal dissensions and Himmat Bahadur again found an 
apportunity of investing the country. 

A l i Bahadur, who was sent by Nana Farnavis and 
was then in the army of the Sindhia. came over to his 
help and took possession of Banda which he and his 
family thenceforth ruled as Nawab. Himmat Bahadur 
with the help of A l i Bahadur and the Ka ja of Charkhari 
attacked Arjun Singh and w battle was fought in 1849 
V.E. between Ajaigarh and Bangaon * in which Arjun 
Singh was killed. This battle1, according to the Bundel 
khand Gazetteer was fought in 179!) A.D. 

The following extract is taken from the excellent 
edition of the book by Lala Bhagwan Din, published by 
the Kashi Nagari Pracharini Sabha. 

* Not Naugaon as the B u i u l e l k h a n d Gazetteer says (p . 31 ) 
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* Differents kinds of swords. 
† A special make manufactured in Sirohi ofter Rao Mansinha, Mansahi 

not Manasahi. 

‡ A kind of weapon. 
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Kinds of swords. 
Glass of Aleppo, 
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A smal l sword. 

Various skinds of swords. 

A smal l weapon. 
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