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his version—-his test being a satisfactory answer to the question :
“would a native, acquainted with the subject and desirous of
teaching it in the most simple manner to those natives to
whom it was quite new, express himself in this way 7 Unless this
is the adapter’s practice, he will teach  sounds but not ideas. Of
course, in scientific terminology, whose words represent fucts or
things, it is practically immaterial by what combination of sounds
the fact or thing is made known.  Still, without some Imagination
and power of assimilation, no one, however great his purely
linguistic attainments, can hope to write either “science” or

“literature ” for the Native of India, so as to be really understood.

In conclusion, I venturcto express a hope that this treatise
may also prove of some use to those Kuropcan Students of
the History and Literature of Muhammadanism, who may be
acquainted with Urdu. As far as 1 know, no brief summary of these
subjects has as yet been written in any Language. T also trust that
this small work will commend itsclf to those aspirants for “honors ™
in Urdu who may require a reading-book in that Language,

in addition to those already prescribed.
NOTICE REGARDING SECOND EpiTION.
The first edition of 700 copies of Part 1. having long been
exhausted and there being a considerable demand for this treatise,
a second edition has been prepared with the assistance of Maulvi

[Faiz-ul-Hasan and of Maulvi Ghulam Mustafa, to whom my best

thanks are due,.

A sccond cdition of Part IL, of which 1,000 copies were printed,

15 also in course of preparation.

13(h December 1879,
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or Dickens into Ttalian. In the case of Oriental languages, the diffi-
culties are increased to such an extent as almost to justify the asser-
tion that most European books cannot be translated at all into them
—Dbut that they have to be re-written. Even in the translation of
the New Testament, whose language and spirit is so very “ Kas-
tern,” into such Oricntal Languages as Arabic, Turkish and
Urdu, the full meaning of the original (or our interprctation of
it or the association which has grown up with it) is rarely
rendered.  As an instance, I would refer to the 24th Chapter
of the Gospel of St. Matthew, in the Turkish version of Turaln,

which, I believe, contains 108 mistakes against grammar and sense.

In Urdu we do not want translations; we want “adaptations.”
We do mnot, for instance, require Mill’s  Political Iiconomy
translated, but the subject of Political Economy introduced into
Urdu in a popular form. The same view holds good with regard to
History, Metaphysics and Literature gencerally, where we want
the subjects treated in a simple and idiomatic manner, and not  the

translations of writers on these subjects.

What I venture to propose is, I believe, a more useful task
than mere translation.  Translations, such as have hitherto
appeared, seem, as a rule, only to require a Dictionary and
a docile Munshi ; versions, so intelligible that a lad of fourtecn
could thoroughly understand them, require the Author to
know the subject on, and the language in, which he writes
thoroughly. Indced, whenever words represent thowghts, as may
be sald to be the case with Liferature, it is necessary to
examine the associations with which cither the one or the other
are connected, and, if no exact equivalent can be found in the
foreign language, then the translator should himself narrate

these assoclations and, as it were, build up their history, in
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fulfilled, which was to impress the Maulvi with the conviction that
the history of his country, crecd or literature was merely a part
of the Universal History of human cvents and thoughts. I, there-
fore, became anxious to point out how Arabian History had grown
into that of Muhammadanism, and how its Literature had influenced
the various populations professing that creed. I also endeavoured
to show what place the History of Muhammadanism has in the
Universal History of civilization. The result of these attempts

13 the present treatise.

I am fully aware that the literary value of this production
is small, but its aim will be fully answered if it inspires any
of the Maulvis who may read it with a wish to learn more
about, and to examine critically, the great events of his own or
forcign History and  Literature, which are here so hastily and
sketchily referred to. T also hope that this treatise may induce
other and more able writers to prepare books in Urdu on  useful

subjects, on a somewhat similar plan.

I have to express my thanks for the assistance which Maulvi
Muhammad Hussain has given me in the preparation of this work.

It owes to him any clegance which its Urdu style may possess,

T take this opportunity of pointing out that approved books on
Science and Literature, written in any of the European languages,
should not be translated, but “ ApAPTED” into Urdu. Ewropean
writers, more especially perhaps those of our own times, appear to
delight in generalizing and in the abstract and impersonal, whilst
the genius of almost all the “Oriental Languages” is personal,
particular, concrete and dramatic. The ordinary difficulties of trans-
lation are sufficiently great, even in the case of translation from one
Kuropean language to another, to render it doubtful whether Shakes-

peare can be adequately translated into French, Béranger into English,



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION,

THIS treatise has been published for the following reasons. In
July 1870 I examined a number of Maulvis in Arabic, v}ho were
Candidates for Scholarships in the Panjab University College. I
found that in the‘szjab, as elsewhere, whilst some of the Maulvis
were profound in matters of verbal and grammatical detail to an
extent and in a manner scarcely sufficiently recognized by Euro.
pean Orientalists, all were, more or less, ignorant of some of the
most prominent facts of Arabian History and Literature. To supply
somewhat this defect in their instruction, I first wrote a
chronological sketch of Arabian History, then another of Arabian
Literature. This, however, was treating an important Branch of
Universal History in a somewhat fragmentary and unphilosophical
manner. It, no doubt, was necessary to inform the Maulvis that
the History of Arabia had a chronological and well-ascertained

sequence which did not allow them to consign it to the age

of fable, however advantageous such a course might be in stimu-
lating the sense of reverence for the distant or unknown. It was
comething to point out that Arabian Literature was not confined
to commentaries on the Quran, to a:few Law treatises, erotic
pocms, or to grammars, but that it also embraced numerous and
admirable works on Mathematics, History, Medicine, &c., &

Still the main object of my Sketches would have remained un-
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