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PREFATORY NOTE.

OF all thegreat teachers who have appeared
in the different ages of the history of the
world, the figure of Mohammed alone can be
said to bestrictly historic. And yet in the
name of history so many lies have been heaped
upon his head that the simple figure of the
" Great Arabian" isenshrouded in a mist of
ignorance. The Teacher who, for the first
time in the history of the world, stood up
for the unity of religion, and preached the
practical brotherhood that disregarded all
division among men and all thebarriersthat
self-interest had woven, who taught the
moral responsibility of man and the service
of humanity, who sounded the call of res
pect for women and regard for all life (hu-
man and other)i and charity in all things,
is spoken of in any but salutary terms!
The present work which is primarily
intended for the Indian students consists,
for the most part, of known facts about
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Mohammed taken in one form or other from
the various books written on the subject.
It is hoped that it will help, however imper-
fectly, in unveiling the true figure of the
Prophet of Islam.

ABU'L-FAZL.
February 1910.

NOTE TO SECOND EDITION.

Thefirstedition of the book had run out
within a short time of its publication,
and although there were frequent demands
for it the book was not republished earlier,
as the compiler was looking forward to re-
place it by hislarger edition of the Life of
Mohammed in four volumes which is still
in MS, This brochure has since been
thoroughly revised, and some additions and
alterations made therein.

June 1925. M. A.-F.
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INTRODUCTION.

IN order to enter upon an intelligent study
of the life of Mohammed, it is necessary,
to the right appreciation of bis achieve-
ments inthe moral world, to know the
circumstances of the people among whom
it was his lot to be cast, with the political
and religious aspects of the period.
Towards the south-west of Asia there
lies the country of Arabia,* washed on the
west by the Red Sea, on the south by the
Indian Ocean, on the east by the Persian
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, and extend-
ingnorth to the confines of Babyloniaand
Syria. At the time of Mohammed's birth
the greater part of Arabia was under a
foreign yoke; the principalitiesbordering
on Syriaand Persia were under the sway
of the Emperors of Constantinople and the

* So called from Semitic Arabah, 'desert,” waste,
descriptive of the physical character of thecountry.
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Chosroes of Persia. A portion of the coasts
of the Red Sea to the south of Mecca was
subject to the Christian kings of Abyssinia.
But the provinceof Hijaz, 'the barrier,' had
effectually resisted alikethe curiosity and
the attacks of the nations who fought
around it for the empire of the world. In
itsvalleyslie the holy cities of Mecca and
M edinah, thebirthplaceand cradle of Islam.

The Arabs of the desert preserved al-
most intact the manners, customs, and the
primeval simplicity of the early patriarchs.
They lived in tents, and their principal
wealth consisted in their camels, horses, and
male and female slaves.

Brave and chivalrous, the Arab was
always ready to defend the stranger who
claimed hisprotection, whilehewould stand
by a member of his own tribe and defend
him even at the risk of his ownlife, whether
he were right or wrong. Hewas generous
and hospitable toafault. Pride of birth
was his passion, and poetry his greatest
delight. But his vices were as conspicuous
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as his virtues, and drunkenness, gambling,
and the grossest immorality were very
prevalent amongst them, and shamelessly
published and boasted of in all sorts of
immoral poetry. Robbery and murder were
hisordinary occupation, for the Arab look-
2d on work and agriculture as derogatory
to his dignity, and thought that he had
a prescriptive right to the properties of
those who condescended to such mean
offices. Thedeath of an Arab, however, was
revenged with much rigour and vindictive-
nessby thefiercelawsof the blood-feud, and
they believed that ifa man's blood werenot
avenged by blood, a small winged insect
called Hamah or Sadi issuing from the
skull of the Kkilled, would fly screeching
through the heavens and cry, " Give me to
drink, O! give metodrink,"—meaning the
murderer's blood, until his death was re-
venged. Female captives taken in war
wer e made slaves by the victors, and instruct-
ed in singing and dancing, and were com-
pelled to prostitute themselves, the price
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As for government, they had virtually
none; the best born and the bravest was
recognized as head of the tribe, and led
them to battle; but he had no personal
authority over them and no superiority but
that of the admiration which his qualities
gained for him.

Thereligion of the ancient Arabs was
"little higher than animistic polydsemon-
ism;" the great objects of worship were the
sun, the stars, and the three moon-goddess-
es,—al-Lat, the bright moon; Manat,, the
dark; and al-Usza, the union of the two—
whilst a lower cultus of trees, stones, and
mountains shows that the religion had not
quite risen above simple fetichism. There
his wire."

"Women are the whips of Satan."
"Trust neither aking, a horse, nor awoman,"

" Our mother forbids usto err, but hersef runs
into error.”

"What hasa woman to do with the councils of a
nation?"

" No calamity is mors detrimental to mankind than
woman."

" A bad menisto be found in a women, a housg,



TNTRODUCTION 7

are traces of a belief in a Supreme God
behind this pantheon, and the moon-god-
dessos and other divinities were regarded
as daughters of the Most High. The vari-
ous deities—but not the Supreme GoD—
had their temples where human sacrifices
were offered. Besides the tribal gods, in-
dividual households had their special pe-
nates.* They had their gods, their divin-
ing arrows, their oracle-trees. The greater
part believed in no future existence, and
those who did had, at their death, their
she-camel (which they called Baliyah) tied
by their sepulchre, and so left, without
moat or drink, to perish, and accompany
or a horse"

* Ten only of the idols of ancient Arabia are men-
tioned by namein the Koran :

Jibt and Tar/hut (iv. 51) were two idols of the Koreisli
whom also a part of the Jews worshipped.

Al-Lat (iii. 19) was the chief idol of the tribe of
Thakif at Tayif.

Al-Uzza(lbid.)has been identified with Venus, but
it was worshipped under the form of an acacia tree,
and was thedeity of the tribe of Ghatafan.

Manat (Ibid.) was a large sacrificial stone worshipped
by the tribes of Khuzaah and Hudhayl.
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them to the other world, lest they should
be obliged, at the resurrection, to go on
loot, which was reckoned very scandalous,
and since death was regarded asthe end,
strictly so called, of existence, so was there

neither recompense for 'virtue nor punish-

ment for vice.

A like moral and religious degradation
wasto be found among the Jewsand Christ-
ians. The former had come to seek in that

Wadd (Ixxi. 23.) was worshipped by thetribe of Kalb
ih theform of aman, and is said to hare represented

heaven.
Suwa (lbid.) was a female deity of the tribe of Ha-

madan.

Yaghuth (Ibid.) was a deity of the tribe of Mudhhij in
theform of alion.

Yauk (1bid.) was an idol of the tribe of Murad in
the shape of a horse.

Nasr(lbid.) was, as its name implies, the image of an
eagle, and wor shipped by the tribe of Himyar.

Itis said that at thetime of Mohammed not fewer
than 360 idols were standingin the Temple of Mecca.
The chief of theminor deities was Hubal, an image of
aman, said to have been originally brought from Syria.
There were also images representing Abraham and
Ishmael, each with diviningarrowsin his hands, whom
also a part of the Jews wor shipped*



INTRODUCTION 9

land of liberty an asylum from the persecu-
tion of the Romans and had there formed
many powerful parties; the Christians had
aso fled thither to escape the massacres by
Nestorian Eutychianism and Arian discus-
sions. Nothing can be more deplorable
than the condition of Christianity at this
time. "So far," says Sale, "from being
endued with active graces, zeal, and devo
tion, and established within itself with purity
of doctrine, union, and firm profession of
the faith, that on the contrary, what by the
ambition of the clergy, and what by drawing
the abstrusest niceties into controversy, and
dividing and subdividing about them into
endless schisms and contentions, they had so
destroyed that peace, love and charity, from
among them, which the Gospel was given
to promote, and instead thereof continually
provoked each other to that malice, rancour,
and every evil work, that they had lost the
whole substance of their religion, while they
thus eagerly contended for their own imagi-
nations concerning it; and in a manner quite
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drove Christianity out of the world by those
very controversies in which they disputed
with each other about it." *

The scattered branches of the Christian
Church in Asia and Africa were at variance
with each other, and had adopted the wildest
hereses and superstitions. They were en-
gaged in perpetual controversies and torn
topieces by the angry disputes of the Arians,
Sabellians, Nestorians and Eutychians; whilst
the simony, the incontinence, the general
barbarism and ignorance which were to be
found amongst the clergy caused great scan-
dal to the Christian religion, and introduced
universal profligacy of manners among the
people. The grossest idolatry had usurped
the place of the simple worship instituted
by Jesus—that of an All-Wise, Almighty,
and All-Beneficent Being, without equal
and without similitude. There were to
be found Christian sects impious enough to
invest the mother of Jesus with the honours

* George Sale, Preliminary Discourse (sec. ii.) prefixed
to TheKoran.
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and attributes of a goddess. The worship
of relics and images were inseparably blend-
ed with the religion of Jesus, which
commanded to address the one only living
God. Such were the scenes which the
Church of Christ presented at the time of
Mohammed.

In fact, about this time all had aban-
doned the principles of their religion to
indulge in never-ending wranglings upon
dogmas of a secondary importance. It was
at this time when the socia fabric was
falling to pieces on all sides, when the
religions that were to keep it together had
fallen to the lowest abyss of degradation,
that Mohammed appeared in the world.
The piety of Moses and of Christ rejoiced
in the assurance of a future prophet,* more
illustrious than themselves, and the Evan-
gelist's promise of the Paraclete was pre-

* Of. Deuteronomy xviii. 15,18; xxxiii. 2; Habakkuk
iii. 3; Genedsxvii. 20 ; xxii. 17, 18; Isaiah xxi. 7 ; John
i.20-25.
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figured in the name* and accomplished

in the person, of the veritable " Seal of the
Prophets," T

* The Song of Solomon v. 10-16; Haggai ii. 7; John xiv
25, 26; xvi. 7-16. On this subject the curious reader isre-
ferred to Syed Ahmed Khan, Essay on the Prophecies
respecting Mohammed as contained in both the Old and the
New Testaments. London: Tribner and Co., 1869

Tt Khatama'n-nabiyyin. (Koran xxxiii. 40.) This is
explained elsewhere as " an apostle from Hod, confirm-
ing what is with them." (Koranii. 101)



CHAPTER .
BIRTH, ANCESTRY AND PARENTAGE OF MOHAMMED.

MOHAMMED, the Prophet of Islam, was born
in Mecca on Monday the 12th of Rabi 1.,
in the "Year of the Elephant,"* correspond-
Ifé({:] to the 29th of August 570 A.C. He
belonged to the valiant and illustrious tribe
of the Koreish, of which there were two
branches, descended from two brothers, Ha-
shim and Abd-Sbamsf T Hashim, the great
grand-father of Mohammed, was a great

benefactor of Mecca. The city, situated
as it isin the midst of a barren and stony
country, was in former times often subject
to scarcity of provisions. At the beginning

* Vid 16.

t Asepre ards the base origin of Mohammed asserted
by some of the Christian writers, Gibbon expresses the
following opinion:" The base and plebeian origin of
Mahomet ‘isan unskilful calumny of the Christians,,
who exalt instead of degrading the merit of their
adversary. His descent from Ishmael was a national
pr|V|Iege or fable ; butif the first steps of the pedigree
are dark and doubtful, he could produce many ?ene
rations of pure and ﬁenume nobility : hesprung from
the tribe of Koreish and the family of Hashem, the
most illustrious of the Arabs, the princes of Mecca,
and the hereditary guardians of the Caaba"
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of the sixth century of the Christian era,
Hashim established the custom of sending
out regularly from Meccatwo caravans, one
in winter to Yeman, and the other in
summer to Syria* By these means abund-
ant supplies were brought to Mecca, as
well as a great variety of merchandize.
The city became a commercia mart, and
the trible of Koreish, which engaged largely
in these expeditions, became wealthy and
powerful. Hashim, at this time, was the
receiver of the tax imposed on the Koreish
by Kosai (one of their ancestors) for the
support of the pilgrims who visited Mecca;
and the income derived from their contri-
butions, joined to his own resources, was
employed in providing food to the strangers
whe congregated at Meccaduring the season
of the pilgrimage.

On the death of Hashim, about the year
510 A.C, his younger brother, Muttalib,
succeeded to his honours, and won for
himself the noble designation of al-Faid
(the generous) by his worth and muni-
ficence.  Hashim had left behind him a son,
named Sheibah, by alady of Y ethribt named
Salma. On the death of his brother, Mut-
talib brought his nephew from Yethrib.

* Koran cvi. T Modern Medinah.
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The people of Mecca mistook Sheibah for a
slave of Muttalib and called him Abdul-
Muttalib (the dave of Muttalib). Mut-
talib died at Kazwan, in Yeman, towards
the end of 520 A.C, and was succeeded by
his nephew, Sheibah (generally known by
thename of Abdul-Muttalib), asthevirtual
head of the Meccan commonwealth.

Abdul-Muttalib wasblessed with several
sons and daughters. Those of his sons
who figure in history were Abdul-Uzza,
surnamed Abu-Lahab. the persecutor of
the Prophet; Abd-Manaf, better known
asAbu-Talib (bornin 540 A.C, died in 620
A.C), Abdullah (bornin 545 A.C, died in
570 A.C) born of Fatimah, daughter of
Amr,theMakhzumite; Abbas (born in 566
A.C,diedin652A.C.); and Hamzah.

Abdullahwasmarriedto Aminah, daugh-
ter of Wahb, the chief of thefamily of Zohri.
Theyear followingthemarriage of Abdullah
was full of momentous events. Abrahah,
the Ethiopian king of Yeman who was also
a Christian, had planned the conversion of
Arabia, and as the best means to do this
effectually he vowed the destruction of the
Kaabah (the national pantheon of all Arabia),
and set out against it at the head of a consid-
erable army, wherein was also a huge ele-
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phant—an animal quite new to the Arabians
andveryfrightful.*

The Meccans, at the approach of so con-
siderable a host, retired totheneighbouring
mountains, being unable to defend their city
or temple. The morning dawned brightly
on the Abyssinians, when, to the surprise
of the whole population of Mecca, they saw
the invading army beginning to beat a
retreat. Scarcely had they attacked the
Kaabah when they were attacked by anirre-
sistible foe: a pestilence had broken out in
their ranks, and for fear of death, they hast-
ened to get away from a spot which seemed
to them the abode of death. Some were
swept away by a terrible storm of rain and
hail that seemed to be sent upon them by
the wrath of God; the rest fled towards
Yeman, but perished by the way; none of
them reaching Sanaa, except Abrahah, who
died soon after hisarrival there, being struck
by a plague or putrefaction, so that his
body opened, and his limbs rotted off by
piece-meal.f

* Whence the Arabs called this year the " Year of
the Elephant " ] .

T Thisisreferred toin the Koran cv, asan instance
of Divine retribution on a people who had used com-
pulson in religion againg uncffending worshippers,
although idolatrous.
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Shortly after this event, while return-
ing home from a journey.to Gaza, in
Southern Syria, Abdullahfellill atY athrib,
and died in the twenty-fifth year of his age.
A few days after, Aminah gave birth to
Mohammed.* Arabian writers vie with
one another in recording in glowing terms
the prodigies they believed to have signal-
ized the natal hour of their future prophet.
"The rationalistic historian smiles, the reli-
gious controversialist, who, upon a priori
reasoning, accepts without comment the
accounts of the wise men following the star,
scoffs at these marvels. To the critical
student, whose heart is not devoid of sym-
pathy with earlier modes of thought, and
who is not biassed with pre-concelved no-
tions, 'the portents and signs' which the
Islamist says attended the birth of his Pro-
phet are facts deserving of historical analy-
s§s.  We moderns perceive, in the ordinary
incidents in the lives of nations and indivi-
duals, the current of an irresistible law,

* Mohammed was born in the house of Mecca
known as the house of Mohammed, son of Yusuf
Najjar. Mohammed, the prophet, first acquired it by
right of inheritance, and gave it to Akil, under whose
possession it remained till he sold it to” Mohammed,
son of Yusuf and brother of Hajjaj, whose name it now
bears. E:)Iewsn the place at sacred. It is situated

ina Iane called Zakatu'l-Maulid in theahch (or quarter)
of Abu-Talib.
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what wander then that 1300 years ago they
perceived in the fall of a nation's memorial
thefinger of God pointing to the inevitable
destiny, which was to overtake it in its
iniquity. "*

His mother nurtured him for a week,
but care and sorrow drying up the foun-
tains of her breast, she made over her
infant child to Sawibah, a slave-girl of Abu-
Lahab, who fostered him for a few days;
after which he was confided to the care of
Halimah, a Bedouin woman of the tribe of
Saad. Women of these tribes were accus
tomed to come to Mecca twice a year, in
spring and autumn, to foster the children
of its inhabitants; but they looked for the
offspring of the rich, where they were sure
of ample recompense and turned with con-
tempt from this heir of poverty. At
length the good Halimah was moyed to
compassion, and took the helpless oiphan
to her home in one of the pastoral valleys
of the mountains.

But the blessing of heaven, says the
Arabian traditionist, rewarded she charity
of Halimah. While the child remained
under her roof everything around seemed to

* Syed Ameer AH, M.A., C|.E., The Spirit of ISlam,or
the Life and Teaching" of Mohammed. Page 70.
Saoond edition. London D W. 1 | . Allen & Co., Ltd. 18%.
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prosper; a marvellous abixndafuce reigrued
over her fields and pesce prevailed in her
dwelling. At the age of five the infant was
taken back by his mother and brought up
with the tenderest care*

He remained with his parent until his
sixth year, when she took him to Yathrib
on a visit to her relatives; but on his
journey home she died, and was buried at
Abwa, avillage between Y athrib and Mecca.
Her grave was ever afterwards a place
of pious resort and tender recollection to
her son. The orphan-child was then thrown
upon the care of his grand-father, Abdul-
Muttalib, in whose house he remained for
three or four years, treated with the utmost
care and tenderness. Abdul-Muttalib was
now well-stricken in years, having out-lived
the ordinary term of human existence.
Finding his end approaching, he called to
him his son Abu-Talib, and bequeathed

* Short as was the time he was with his foster-
mother, Mohammed ever retained a grateful recollec-
tion of the kindness he had received from her, Halimah
visited him at Mecca, after his marriage with Khadi-
jah and was rewarded with many valuable presents
from Mohammed, which he had received from his
wife and departed for her home with joyful heart.
Upon another occasion, we are told, Mohammed spread
his mantle for her to sit upon in token of great
regard, placing his hand upon her in a familiar and
aftectionate maimer.
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Mohammed to his especial protection. The
good Abu-Talib took his nephew to his
bosom, and ever afterwards was to him as
a parent.

It was now that Mohammed began to
exhibit indications of an intelligent and in-
quiring mind. He loved to indulgein soli-
tary meditation, and even when his play-
mates wished him to join in their amuse-
ments, hereplied, "M an iscreated for a nobler
purpose than indulgence in frivolous pur-
suits.” He was but a child of nine when
the GAazawatuf-Ftjar, the " Sacrilegious
Wars," so called from the violation of the
sanctity of the sacred months broke out
at Okaz between the Koreish and Kinanah
on one side, and the Hawazin on the other,
and continued with varying fortunes and
considerable loss of human life for several
years (about A.C. 580 to 590).* Here was
held a great annual fair in the sacred month
of Dhulkaadah, when it was forbidden to
engage in war or shed human blood. Other
fairs were held at different places ; but Okaz
was the " Olympia of Arabia"; here came

* |t was occasoned by a poet from the country bet-
ween Mecca and Tayif vaunting the superiority of his
tribe too eagerly ‘and thus ‘inciting the mercurial
Koreish to draw their svords.  Blood flowed fast, and
in time the struggle spread to the allies of each tribe.
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the poet-heroes of the desert to display their
poetical and literary, talents, to win the
admiration of the assembled multitude.
During the weeks Okaz presented a gay
scene of pleasure and excitement. At the
fair, religion clashed against religion in
hopeless opposition; and yet amid the dis
cord might be discerned some common ee
ments, to which all reverently bowed. The
Jew hated the Christian, and the Christian
reviled the Jew, and both united in invec-
tives against the Arab tribes as heathens
devoted to the wrath of an offended Deity.
Yet again, these Arabs revered the name
of Abraham asthebuilder of theKaabah and
author of the faith and rites observed by
them. What, if there were truth in all
these systems—divinetruth dimly glimmer-
ing through human prejudice, malevolence,
and superstition ? Would not that be a glo-
rious mission to act on the foundation of the
previous faiths, but on a still wider and
more liberal basis, and by removing the
miserable barriers which hide and sever
each sect and nation from its neighbour,
to make way for the illumination of truth
and love emanating from the Source of all
good ? Visions and' speculations such as
these might again and again have agitated
the orphan-child of Aminah.
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Shortly after this, Mohammed accom-
panied hisuncle, Abu-Talib, in one of his
mer cantile journeys to Syria, " where was
opened before him a scene of social misery
and religious degradation, the sight of
which never faded from his memory." The
active share taken by the youthful Mo-
hammed in this and the other journeys de-
veloped in him superior address, and the
esteem and confidence procured him by his
gualities were still more heightened by the
sincerity of his words and actions, the re-
gularity of his life, and the accuracy of his
judgment. As he advanced in years, other
mer chants, gladly availing themselves of
his great tact and ability, employed him as
agent in their commercial transactions.
M ohammed continued in his uncle's employ-
ment until his twenty-fifth year, when one
of the leading men of the city dying, and
his widow, by name Khadijab,* a kinswo-
man of his, requiring a factor to manage
her business, he was recommended to her
as the fit person for the purpose. Having
accepted the terms she offered him, he trad-
ed for her for some time at Damascus and
other places, and upon returning to Mecca
proceeded to Khadijah to report,to her in

* She, was the daughter of Khowaitid, the great
grandson of Kosal,
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person the result of his commercial labours.
The widow was highly satisfied with the
balance-sheet; " but there was a charm in
the dark and pensive eye, in the noble fea-
tures and graceful form of her assiduous
agent, as he stood in a submissive attitude
before her, which delighted her even more
than did the increase of her wealth." The
comely widow was at this time forty years
of age;* she had been twice married and
widowed, and had borne several children,
yet unable to resist the charm of so manly
a person and the attractions of so sensible
and enthusiastic a mind, it was not long
before she presented her hand to him in
marriage. The marriage, indeed, proved a
singularly happy one, and was solemnised
amidst universal rejoicings. In spite of the
disparity of age between Mohammed and
his wife, there always existed the tenderest
devotion on both sides.

At this time Mohammed was in the
prime of manhood: his figure was command-
ing, hisaspect majestic, his features regular
and most expressive, hiseyes black and pierc-
ing, his nose slightly aquiline, his mouth
well-formed and tarnished with pearly teeth,

* Equivalent to one of fifty in Europe, according
to the estimate of Dr. Leitner.
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while his cheeks were ruddy with robust
health. Art had imparted to hisnaturally
black flowing hair and beard a lighter chest-
nut hue. His captivating smile, his rich
and sonorous voice, the graceful dignity of
his gestures, the apparent frankness and
heartiness of his manner, gained him the
favourable attention of all whom he address-
ed. He possessed talents of a superior
order—his perception was quick and active,
his memory capaciousand retentive, his im-
agination lively and daring, his judgment
clear and perspicuous, his courage daunt-
less, and his tenacity of purpose in the pur-
suit of his life, and his patient endurance,
cannot but extort theadmiration of all. His
natural eloquence was enhanced by the use
of the purest dialect of Arabia, and adorned
by the charm of a graceful elocution.

A period of fifteen years now occurs dur-
ing which the Prophet's history remains
obscure and impenetrable.* We know no-
thing of him except his occasional appear-
ance in public when the necessities of the

_ * It was, for aught weknow of him, asacred interval
in which theman may be said "to have asssed at the
birth of his own genius, preparing in slence and
maturing by meditation, themisson'entrusted to him
by the ATmighty." —John Davenport, An Apology for

ohammed and the Koran, p. 13. J. Davy and Sous.
London 1832.
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city of hisbirth demanded it. "1n Mecca,
there was no such institution as a magis-
tracy to insure peaceable enjoyment of rights
and property. Thetiesof blood and family,
indeed, afforded some protection to each
citizen against injustice and spoliation, but
strangers were exposed to all kinds of
oppression. They would often be robbed not
only of their goods and chattels, but also of
their wives and daughters. At the instance
of Mohammed, the descendants of Hashim
and of Muttalib, and the principal members
of the family of Zohra and Taim bound
themselves by a solemn oath to defend
every individual, whether Meccan or other-
wise, free or slave, from any wrong or
injustice to which he might be subjected in
the territories of Mecca, and to obtain re-
dress for him from the oppressor."* This
and the like public acts, his gentle, sweet
disposition, his austerity of conduct, the

* Thisleague was named Hilful-Fudul, or the Fed-
eration of the Fudul, in memory of an ancient society
instituted with a similar purpose, amongthe Jurham-
ites, and composed of four personages, named Fadl,
Fadal Mufaddal, and Fudail, collectively called Fudul.
Mohammed was the prlnC|paI member of this new
association, which was founded shortly after his
marrlageW|th Khadijah. The league protected the
weak and the oppressed, and continued in full force
for thefirst half-century of Islam.— Vide Syed Ameer
Ali, The Spirit of Islam, in loco.
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severepurity of hislife, hisscrupulousrefine-
ment, his ever-ready helpfulness to the
poor and the suffering, his noble snse of
honour, his unflinching fidelity, his stern
sense of duty had won him, among his
compatriots, the noble and enviable desig-
nation of Al-Amin, the Trusty.

About this time Mohammed aso set an
example to his countymen by an act of hu-
manity which had a salutary effect upon
them. Some years ago, a young man of
the name of Zeid, son of Harith, was
brought as a captive to Mecca, by a party
of free-booters, and sold to a nephew of
Khadijah, who presented the young lad
to her. Mohammed obtained Zeld as a gift
fromKhadijah, and immediatly set him free.
Now that some years had elapsed, his father,
Harith, hearing where his son was, took a
journey to Mecca and offered a considerable
sum for his ransom ;* whereupon Moham-
med said, "L et Zeid come hither, and if he
chooses to go with you, take him without
ransom; but if he chooses to remain with

* Because, in pre-lsiamic Arabia, notwithstanding
that aﬁerson had granted free emancipation to his
slaves, nhe still retamed the right of ownership over
them, and could sell that right at his pleasure. Of.
Syed ‘Ahmed Khan, Essay on the Manners and Cuntoms of
the Prc-ldamic Arabians, p. 9. London: Trubner and
Co., 1870.
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me, why should | not keep him?" And
Zeid being come, declared that he would
stay with his master who treated him as
if he were his only son; with which the
father acquiesced, and returned home well-
satisfied.



CHAPTERII.
MOHAMMED THE PROPHET.

BEHOLD him! In the fortieth year of his
life, his countenance calm and tranquil,
and with a lambent glory resting on it, he
(s was his wont) the month of
Ramadan* in the cavern of Mount Hira,
endeavouring by fasting, prayer, and soli-
tary meditation,f to elevate his thoughts
to the contemplation of Divine truth. And
hark! a voice comes to him gently as the
sough of the morning breeze:
Thou art the Man, thou art the Prophet of God.

Behold the Man! Again, whilst lying
one night self-absorbed, he is called by a
mighty Voice to cry. ¥ Twice it calls, and
twice he struggles and waivesits call. But
a fearful weight is laid on him, and an
answer is rung out of his heart. "Cry!"
calls out the Voice for a third time. And
he says, "What shall | cry?" Comes the
answer:—

Cry '8 in the name of thy Lord who created—

*Koranii. 181. )

T Of. Exodus xxiv. 18; Matthew iv. 2.
1 Of Isai h xl. 6.

8 Of. Isaiah lviii, 1.
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Created man from love! ]
I'for thy Lord isthe Mogt Beneficent,
o taught the pen,

Taught man what heknew not 1 *

Upon this Mohammed's mind was ins-
tantaneously illumined ; he felt as if the
words spoken to his soul had been written
in his heart. Mohammed, we are told,
came trembling and agitated to Khadijah
not knowing whether what he had heard
was indeed true, and that he was a prophet
decreed to effect that reform so long the
object of his meditations, or whether it
might not be a mere vision, a delusion of
the senses. " O Khadijah!" said he,
"What has happened to me?" He lay
down, and she watched by him. Having
recovered from the trance, he said, " O
Khadijah! he of whom one would not have
believed it (meaning himself) has either
becomea soothsayer or one possessed—mad."
She replied, " God is my protection, 0
Abul-Kasim! 1t He will surely not let
such a thing happen to thee. Hast thou
not been loving to thy kinsfolk,kind thy thy
neighbours, charitable to the poor, hospit-
able to the stranger, faithful to thy word,

* Koran xcvi. 1-6. )
t 1. e, father of Kasim, a name of Mohammed derived
from one of hit* boys who died in infancy.
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and ever a defender of truth and justice? "*

Khadijah hastened to communicate what
she had heard to her cousin, Warakah, son
of Naufal, who was old and blind, and
"knew the scriptures of the Jews and
Christians." Whereupon the old reader
of the Jewish and Christian scriptures, who
knew of the promise held out to mankind
of a deliverer, spoke of his faith and trust,
and cried out: " Holyl Holy! By Him
in whose hand stands Warakalrs lifel thou

* Most of the Christian biographers of Mohammed
assert as a fact that the Prophet had attacks of
epilepsy. Syed Ahmed very aptly says: "History
does not inform us that any Christian physician went
to Arabia for the purpose of examining the bodily con-
dition of Mohammed, nor is there anything said on the
subject b%/ Oriental -Writers. Whence, then, could such
a notion have originated, and by whom was it encour-
aged and propagated ?"

After considerable research the learned doctor as
certained that this false and ridiculous notion is to bo
attributed: first, to the superstition of the Greek
Christians; and secondly, to the faully translation of
the Arabic text into Latin.—Of. Essay xii. (Vol. L)
pp 17, 18.

John Davenport observes : " The ascertion, so often
repeated, that Mohammed was subject to eFlleptlc
fits, is a base invention of the Greeks, who would
to impute that morbid affection to the apostle of a
novel creed as a stain upon his morai character deserv-
ing the reprobation and abhorrence of the Christian
world. Surely, those mali nant bIQfOIS might have
reflected that if Mohammed really been afflicted
with that dreadful malady, Chrlstlan charity ought
to have commanded them to pity his misfortune
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speakest true, O Khadijah! the angel who,
in the days of old, was sent to Moses has

appeared to thy husband. His annuncia-

tion is true. Thy husband will be the
Erophet of his people. Tell himthis. Bid
him be of brave heart."

The zedous support of the learned
Warakah had a powerful effect upon the
dubious mind of Mohammed. Then follow-
ed a period of waiting for the Voice to
come again—"the inspiration of Heaven
to fall once more upon the anxious mind."

Again, while wrapped in profound medi-
tation, melancholy and sad, he felt himself
called by the Voice:—

0 thou wrapped up !

rather than rejoice over it, or affect to regard it in the
light of a sign of Divine wrath."

Gibbon a0 calls it "an absurd calumny of the
Greeks, " and remarksthat " theeﬁmlep% or falling
sickness, of Mohammed is asserted by Theophanes
Zonaras, and the rest of the Greeks and is greedily-
swallowed by the gross bigotry of Hollinger, Pride-
aux, and Maracci: thetitles (“thewrapped up ', ' the
covered’) of two chaptersof the Koran can hardly be
strained to such an interpretation ; the slence “the
ignorance of the Mohammedan commentators is more
conclusve than the most peremptorY denial; and the
ng?ritable sdeis egpoused by Ockley, Gagnier, and

o

Syed Ahmed has also condgdered this question from
amedical poiut of view. Of. Essy xii. (Vol.l.) pp.
19-21.
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Arissandwarn.

And thy Lord magn|f¥,

And thy raiment purify,

And abomination shun,

And lay no obligation for that thou doest much,
And, for thy Lord, work thou patiently," *

Whereupon he got up and girded him-
self for the work to which he was called.
Henceforth hislife is devoted to humanity.
He preaches to them in season and out of
season: whenever the Spirit moves him he
pours forth his " burning eloguence" into
the ears of a suspicious and incredulous
audience.

His first convert was Khadijah, his
faithful wife.  She was the first to abandon
the idolatry of her countrymen, and to
accept the teachings of Mohammed; whose
character she had the best opportunities to
\|/_vfatch during the last fifteen yeare of his
Ife.

After her, Ali, son of Abu-Talib, was
the next disciple. Zeid, son of Harith, who,
notwithstanding his freedom, had cast in
hislot with Mohammed, became the third
convert'; after which the conversions of
Abdul-Kaabah, son of Abu-Kohafah, after-
wards known as Abu-Bakr, Uthman-son
of Affan, Abdur-Rahman son,of Auf, Saad

* Koran Ixxiv. 1-7.
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son of Abi-Wakkas, Zobeir son of Awvam,
followed in rapid succession. Other pro-
selytes also came from the humbler walks
of life.

"It is strongly corroborative,” observes
Sir William Muir, " of Mahomet's sincerity
that the earliest converts to Islam were his
bosom friends and the people of his house-
hold; who, intimately acquainted with his
private life, could not fail otherwise to have
detected those discrepancies which more or
less invariably exist between the professions
of the hypocritical deceiver abroad and his
actions at home." " This intense faith and
conviction on the part of the immediate
followers of Mohammed," says a great ob-
server of facts, " is the noblest testimony
to his sincerity and his utter self-absorption
in his appointed task."

Three years of unwearied effort produced
the pitiful result of a score or so of converts,
mainly from the poorest classes. He now
determined to appeal publicly and boldly to
the Koreish to abandon their idolatry and
the namelss abominations attendant uponit.
With this object he convened an assembly
on the hill of Safa, and there spoke to them
of the enormities of their crimesin the sight
of God, warned them of the fate that had
overtaken the nations that had passed un-
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heeded the preachers of by-gone ages, and
invited them to abjure their old impious
worship, and adopt the faith of truth, love
and purity.

But to all this the Koreish turned a
deaf ear. They mocked at him, they reviled
him for calling them together on so idle an
errand, and departed with taunts and scoffs
on their lips.

Nothing daunted by the failure of his
first attempt, Mohammed called a second
meeting of the sons and descendants of
Abdul-Muttalib at his own house, where,
having regaled them, he stood forth and
announced at full length his revelations
received from Heaven and the divine com-
mand to impart them to those of his im-
mediate line :

" Yechildrenof Abdul-Muttalib!" cried
he with enthusiasm and fervour, "to you of
all men has Allah* vouchsafed these most
precious gifts. In His name | offer you the
blessings of this world and endless joys
hereafter. God Almighty has commanded
me to call you unto Him. Who, therefore,
among you will be assisting to me herein,
and become my brother, my vicegerent? "

* Arabic' Al," meaning ' the’; and 'ilah,’ * worthy to
be adored, 'a god. Allah is thus 'the god' ‘par
excellence.
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All remained silent; some wondering,
others smiling with derision. At length
Ali, starting up with youthful zeal, offered
himself to the services of the Prophet,
though modestly acknowledging his youth
and physical weakness. Mohammed threw
his arms round the generous youth, and
pressed him to his bosom. ".Behold my
brother, my vicegerent!"™ he exclaimed.
But the Koreish mocked at his words and
laughed at the enthusiasm of Ali.

Having failed to induce the Koreish he
turned his attention to the pilgrimsvisiting
Mecca. To them he carried his message.
But the Koreish warned the strangers
against holding any communication with
Mohammed, whom they represented as a
dangerous magician. As the pilgrims and
traders went back to their homes they
carried with them the news of the advent of
the enthusiastic preacher, who, at the risk
of his own life, was calling aloud to the
nations of the world to forego their lawless
practices and impious worship and to adopt
thereligion of truth, love and purity.

The Koreish were now thoroughly a-
larmed; Mohammed's preaching betokened a
serious revolutionary movement. In preach-
ing the Unity of God, he was attacking the
very existence of the idols, in the guardian-
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ship of which consisted not only the supre-
macy of Mecca, but the welfare and impor-
tapee of the State. Thechiefs of the Koreish
therefore began to look with no favourable
eye upon the Prophet, whom they regarded
as a dangerous political innovator. He
preached the perfect equality of man in the
sight of the All-Loving. Thislevelled old
distinctions. They would have none of it,
and urgent measures were needed to stifle
the movement before it gained further
strength.

The greatest difficulty with which
Mohammed had to contend in the outset of
his prophetic career, was the ridicule of his
opponents. When he walked the streets
he was subjected to jeers, and taunts, and
insults by the people. If he attempted to
preach, his voice was drowned by discordant
noises and ribald songs; nay, dirt was
thrown upon him when heprayed. Hisfol-
lowers were bitterly persecuted on account
of their faith. Some recanted only to pro-
fess Islam once more when released from
their torments; but the majority held
firmly to their faith. Bilal, anegro slave,
was for several days successively exposed to
the scorching rays of the sun of the desert,
with an enormous block of stone placed over
his chest, until ransomed by Abu-Bakr, who
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in like manner purchased the liberty of sev-
eral other daves, Mohammed's own financial
position not allowing him to do this him-
sf. They killed with excruciating tor-
ments Yasar and Samiyah, Ins wife, and
inflicted fearful tortures on Ammar, their
son, till he recanted and was released. He
came weeping to Mohammed, who wiped
his tears with his own hand and consoled
him, saying, " What fault was it of thine if
they forced thee?"

~ Whoso denies God after he has believed, not he who
is compelled and whose heart rests secure in the
faith, but he who opens gus) breast to infidelity, on
him shall be wrath from God, and for him shall "be a
great torment.*

"The incarceration and tortures,” says
Stobart,- "chiefly by thirst in the burning
rays of the sun, to which these humble
converts were subjected, to induce their re-
cantation and adoration of the national idols,
touched the heart of Mohammed, and by
divine authority he permitted them, under
certain circumstances, to deny their faith so
long as their hearts were steadfast in it."t

Nor did the faith of Islam want its
martyrs. Khobeib, son of Ada, being per*
fidiously sold to the Koreish was by them

* Koran xvi. 106. )
tJ.W. H. Stobart, B.A., ISam and its Founder. p. 76
Lbndon 1878,
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put to death in a most cruel manner, by
mutilation, his flesh being cut off piecemeal;
and being asked, in the midst of histortures,
whether he did not wish Mohammed in his
place, answered, "| would not wish to be
with my family, my substance, and my
children, if Mohammed were to be pricked
with a thorn." When bound to the stake,
they said, " Abjurelslam, and we will let
thee go." Hereplied, " Not for the whole
world."

The animosity of the Koreish became
more and more virulent, and proceeded to
personal violencee. Mohammed was assailed
and nearly strangled in the Kaabah, and
was rescued with difficulty by Abu-Bakr,
who himself suffered personal injury in the
affray. Such of his disciples as had no
powerful friends to protect them were in
peril of their lives. Full of anxiety for their
safety, Mohammed advised them to leave
his dangerous companionship for the present,
and take refuge in Abyssinia, where ruled a
pious Christain king, reputed to be tolerant
and just. With him Mohammed trusted
his fugitive disciples would find refuge.
And accordingly, a little band of fifteen
Moslems fled into Abyssinia. Thisis called
thefirst Flight in the history of Islam, and
occurred in the fifth year of Mohammed's
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mission (615 A. a). These emigrants were
soon joined by many of their fellow-sufferers
and labourers in the cause of Truth, until
their number amounted to eighty-three men
and eighteen women.

The Koreish were much annoyed at the
escape of the Moslems, as they had hoped
and determined to suppress the movement
completely. They now sent a deputation
to the Negus of Abyssinia, demanding the
surrender of the fugitives. The Negus sent
for the exiles, and inquired into the allega-
tions against them; whereupon Jaafar, son
of Abu-Talib, acting as spokesman for the
fugitives, spokethus:—

O King! we were plunged in the depth of ignorance
and barbarism ; weadored idols, we lived in unchastity;
we ate dead bodies; and we spoke abominations; we
disregarded every feeling of humanity, and the duties
of hospitality and neighbourhood ; we knew no law
but that of the strong ; when God raised among us a
man, of whose birth, truthfulness, honesty, and purit
we were aware; and he called us to the unity of God,
and taught us not to associate anything with Him ; he
forbade us the worship of idols, and enjoined us to
speak the truth, to be faithful to our trusts, to be
merciful, and toregard the rights of neighbours; he
forbade usto speak evil of women, or to eat the sub-
stance of orphans; heordered us to fly vices, and to
abstain from evil ; to offer prayers, torender alms, to
observe the fast. We have believed in him, we have
accepted his teachings and his injunctions to worship
God, and not to associate anything with Him. For
thisreason our people haverisen against us, have perse-
cuted usin order to make us forego the worship of God
and return to the worship of idols of wood and stone
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and other abominations. They have tortured us and
injured us, until finding no safety among them, we
have come to thy country, and hope thou wilt protect
us from their oppression."*

Amru, son of As, and Abdullah, son of
Rabiyah, who were sent on deputation by
the Koreish to obtain the persons of the
fugitives, had opened their embassy in the
Oriental style by a parade of rich presents.
But the king was so impressed by the per-
suasive eloquence and the prepossessing
appearance of Jaafar, that so far from giving
up the fugitives, he took them more es
pecially into favour and protection, and re-
turning to Amru and Abdullah the pres-
ents they had brought, dismissed them
from his court.t

The failure of this attempt increased
the hostility of the Koreish towards the
small body of Moslems who were left in
Mecca.

One Amru, son of Hisham, surnamed
Abul-Hikam,T insulted Mohammed with
opprobrious language, and even personally

* Quoted from Syed Ameer Ali, M.A., C. | .E., The
Spint of Islam, pp. 100,101. . .

-t Mohammed ever remembered. with gratitude the
kindness his followers had received at the hands of
this Christian King, and on his death, offered_a short
prayer for him asfor aMoslem. (Of. Sayings, 760).

1"i.e Father of Wisdom: afterwards called ‘Abu-
Jahl, " Father of Ignorance.”
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maltreated him. This violence led to a
reaction. The outrage was reported to
Hamzah, an uncle of Mohammed, as he
returned to Mecca from hunting. Hamzah
was no proselyte to Islam, but considered
himself bound to protect his nephew, the
“"Al-Amin," the Trusty, as Mohammed
was certainly acknowledged by friend and
foe. Marching with his bow unstrung in
his hand to an assemblage of the Koreish,
where Amru was vaunting his recent
triumph, he dealt the boaster a blow over
the head. The kinsfolk of Amru rushed to
his assistance, but the brawler stood in awe of
the vigorous arms and fiery spirit of Ham-
zah, and sought to pacify him. He allegedin
palliation of his outrage the apostacy of
Mohammed; but Hamzah was not to be
appeased. "Well!" cried he, fiercely and
scornfully, "I aso do not believe in your
gods of stone; will you compel me?' He
forthwith declared himself a convert, took
the oath of adhesion to the Prophet, and
became one of the most zealous and valiant
champions of the new Faith.

Finding all their endeavours to dissuade
Mohapcimed from his purpose unavailing, the
Koreish had now recourse to temptation.

Their chiefs came to -Mohammed; and
one of them acting as their spokesman
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openedthe discourse inthe following words:

"Son of my friend! thou art a man
distinguished by birth; thou dost stir up
the land, thou makest division in families,
thou castest reproach upon our gods, thou
dost tax our ancestors and wise men with
error and impiety : but we desire to treat
thee with consideration. Listen now tothe
proposals we have to make, and reflect whe-
ther it would not be well for thee to accept
one them."

"Speak on,"said Mohammed, "1 listen."

" Son of my friend !" continued the other,
"be it thy aim to acquire wealth by this
affair, we will assess ourselves to make thee
the richest man of the house of our father
Koreish. If it be honour that thou desirest,
we will make thee our lord, and will do no-
thing without thee. If it be the Jinn that
has taken possesson of thee, we will bring
thee the most able physicians, and we will
pour out our gold until they cure thee."

"Is that all?" asked the Prophet.

"Yes."

" Well, now listen to me—

In thename of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
_Ha.Mim; * revealed from the Merciful, the Compas:
gonate: awritingthe dgns whereof are made distinet
an Arabic recital for a people who know ; a bearer of

*Two letters of the Arabic dialect.
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glad tidings and a warner; but most of them turn aside,
and hearken not.

Thgy say, Our hearts areveiled from that to which
thou dost call us and in our ears is a heaviness, and
between us and theeis a curtain; so act thou, verily, we
are acting (too;. Say thou, | am only a man like
yourselves: it is revealed to methat your God is one
God ; go straight then to Him, and ask pardon of Him.

And woe to those who join (other gods with God),
whoI give not alms, and who in the hereafter believe
not!

Verily, those who believe and do good works, for
them is a never-failing reward.*

Turning to the Koreish chiefs, the one
who had addressed the Prophet exclaimed,
" Never did man hear a discourse like this.
It strikes home; it is not poetr?/, nor the
language of a magician. Let us leave him,
or ho will certainly pervert us."

"He has cast his spells upon thee," they
all cried,

"I tell you frankly what | fed,” replied
the other.

Not satisfied with thistrial, they camea
second time to the Prophet offering the
same temptations. The reply was, as ever,
firm and truthful:

"1 am desirous neither of riches nor ambi-
tious of dignity nor of dominion. | cometo
you with glad tidings and warnings. | give
you the wosds of my Lord. | admonish you.
If you accept the message | bring you, God

* Koran xli. 1-8.
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will be favourable to you both in this world
and the hereafter. If you reect my
admonitions, | will be patient, and leave
God tojudge between you and me" *

They now demanded of Mohammed su-
pernatural proofs of what he asserted.

They said, "Unless thou come to us
with a sign from thy Lord, we will not
believe."

"But has no evidence come to them, of
what is in the pages of old ?" said Moham-
med, t

" Isit not a sign to them that the
_I%%rlned among the children of Israel know
It:

They accused Mohammed of being in
communication with devils.

" The devils do not descend with it," was
his reply; " nor is it fit for them, nor are
they able (todoit)/ 8

"Shall | tell you,” he retorted, " upon
whom the devils descend ? They descend
upon every lying, sinful person." ||

They said, "We will by nomeans believe
on thee until thou make a spring (of water)
to gush forth for us out of the earth, or
there be (made) for thee a garden of palm
trees and vines, and thou make rivers to

* Of. Koran, xxxviii. 86; €tc. + xx. 133.
Fxxrl 197 § xxvi.210,211. 9 xxvi. 221, 222.
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gush forth in its midst, gushing; or thou
make the heaven to fall down upon us to
punish (us), asthou dost pretend (it will); or
thou bring God and the angels before (us);
or there be a house of gold tor thee; or thou
climb up into the heaven; yet will we not
believe in thy climbing until thou send
down to us a book that we may read.” *

The reply was as simple as truthful:
"Glory beto my Lordl Am | more than
a man (sent as) an apostle ?'t

They said, " Has God raised up a man as
an apostle?"

" Had angels walked on earth (as) fami-
liarly, God would surely have sent down
to them an angel from heaven as His
apostle." t

They said, " Unless an angel be sent
down, we will not believe." §

" But," said Mohammed, " if God had
sent down an angel, the matter would have,
been decided, and then would they have no
respite. And if God had appointed an
angel, He should certainly have made him a
man too, and then He would have made per-
plexing for them what they deem perplex-
ing (now)." |

* Karan xvii. 90-93. T Xvii. 98.
T xvii 94, %5._ 89 8vi, 8.
vi. 8,09
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" And even if God were to open above
them a gate in the heaven, and all the day
long they were climbing into it, they would
still say, It is only that our eyes are
drunken; nay, we are a people bound by
spell. *

" And if God had sent down to me a
book on paper, and ye had touched it with
your hands, still those who believe not will
say, ' This isonly plain magic." T

They said, " What an apostle is this? He
eats food, and walks in the streets!" " Unless
an angel be sent down to him to be a preach-
er with him, (we will not believe). Or a
treasure be sent down to him, or he have
a garden whereof he may eat." . . .\

' God sent no apostles before me but
they ate food and walked in the streets," §
was Mohammed's reply.

" Not until angels are sent down to us,
or we e our Lord, will we believe,” they
said.

" The day they shall see the angels, there
shall be no glad tidings on that day for the
sinners, . . and God will go on to the
works which they have done." ||

Never could they force Mohammed to

* Koran XV. 14,15. T vi. 7.
T xxv. 7, 8. § xxv. 20
I xxv. 21-3
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attempt a miracle—that favourite resort of
so many false prophets. No proof has ever
been adduced that Mohammed at any time
descended to any artifices or pseudo-miracles
to enforce his doctrines or to establish his
apostolic claims. On the contrary, herelied
entirely upon reason and eloguence.

" Signs are only with God," said Mo-
hammed, " and | am only a plain warner."*

"1 have no power for myself to profit
or to harm except as God pleases. |If |
knew the unseen, | should surely have
much of good nor would evil touch me:
| am no other than a warner and a bearer
of glad tidingsto people who believe T

"1 say not to you, With me are the
treasures of God, nor that | know the un-
seen ; nor do | say to you, | am an angel:
| follow only that which is revealed to
me."t

But they only said, " Thou art not sent
of God."™*

The Prophet's reply was, " God is wit-
ness enough between me and you, and he
who has knowledge of the scripture." §

Then he called them to witness the
wonders of Nature, and appealed to their
intuitive reason alone.

* Koran xxix. Q0 T vii. 188.
1 vi. 50. § xiii. 43.
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"Verily, in the heavens and the earth
are signs to the faithful; and in your crea
tion, and in the moving things which He
has scattered abroad, are signs to people
who are sure; and in the alternation of
night and day, and in the supply which
God sends down from heaven whereby He
quickens the earth after it has been dead,
and in the shifting of the winds, are signs
to people who have sense. These are the
signs of God: | recite them to you with
truth. In what message then will ye
believe after God and His signs? *

" God it is who presses into your service
the seq, that the ships may run therein at
His bidding, and that ye may seek of His
bounty; . . . and He pressesinto your
service what is in the heavens and what is
inthe earth : all is from Him. Verily, in
that are signs to people who reflect, T

" And of His signsis, that He created
you of dust, and lo! ye are become men
scattered abroad. And of His signs is, that
He has created for you, out of yourselves,
wives, that ye may confidein her ; and He
has put love and tenderness between you
Vefelrily, in that are signs to people who
reflect.

* Koran xiv. 36. T xlv. 12, 13.
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" And of Hissigns is the creation of the;
heavens and the earth, and the variety of
your tongues and your colours. Verily, in
that are signs to all the world." *

" His thoroughly democratic conception
of the divine government, the universality
of his religious ideal, his simple humanity
—all affiliate him," says Samuel Johnson,
" with the modern world."

But to all his exhortations the Koreish
turned a deaf ear. They told the Prophet
that they would never cease to stop him
from preaching " until thou or we perish."

In spite of all opposition, however, slow-
ly but surely the new Faith gained ground.
And the satires, the ill-names his enemies
heaped upon Mohammed, only tended to
make his words more widely known. The
Koreish urged Abu-Talib to slence his
nephew or to send him away; but finding
their entreaties unavailing, they informed
the old man that if his nephew and his
followers persisted in their heresies, they
should pay for themwith their lives, Abu-
Talib hastened to inform his nephew of the
menaces, imploring him not to provoke

* Koran xxx. 20-22. o .

T Author of "Oriental Religions’ Persa. Boson,
21883. 2I1§Iam, pp. 530 782 omplete, 18s.-India;

vols, 21*,
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against himself and hisfamily such numerous
and powerful foes. ~Mohammed thought
his uncle wished to withdraw his protec-
tion, but his high resolve did not fail him
even at this moment Firmly he replied,
" By Him in whose hand stands my lifel If
they placed the sun on my right hand and
the moon on my left, to persuade me, yet
while God bids me, | will not renounce my
purpose.” And bursting into tears turned
to depart. But the kind old Abu-Talib,
though not a convert , was moved at his.
nephew's tears, and struck with admiration
of the undaunted firmness of his nephew,
recalled him and assured him of his conti-
nued protection.

The declared intention of Abn-Talib to
protect his nephew excited the fury of the
koreish. The venerable patriarch, feeling
that of himself he could not yield sufficient
protection, appealed to the sense of honour
of the children of Hashim and Muttalib to
to protect a distinguished member of their
family, who was dso the benefactor of the
orphan and the helpless, the " Al-Amin,"
who never failed in word or deed. The
appeal was nobly responded to with the
only exception of one man Abu-Lahab, the
most inveterate enemy of the Prophet.

About this time the new Faith gained a
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valuable adherent in Omar, son of Khattab,
one of the most uncompromising but most
generous of the Prophet's enemies. He was
in histwenty-sixth year ; of gigantic stature,
prodigious strength, and great courage.
His stern aspect, it issaid, appalled the bold,
and his very walking-staff struck more
terror into beholders than another man's
sword. This Arab youth was a nephew
of Abu-Jahl, also one of the greatest adver-
saries of the Prophet, A zealous and
devoted adherent of the religion of his fore-
fathers, he hated and persecute4 Moham-
med as a dangerous innovator, who had
come to lead his people astray, and to sow
discord among them. He had undertaken,
like most of the Koreish of the day, to
penetrate to the retreat of Mohammed
and to strike a poniard to his heart, the
Koreish having promised large sums of
money to whosoever should succeed in this
bloody deed. While Mohammed was living
in the house of Arkam, one of his disciples,
Omar undertook to Kkill him.

Theman had proposed, but God disposed
otherwise. As Omar wason his way to the
house of Arkam, he met a kinsman of ins,
also a secret convert, to whom he impart-
ed his design. The man sought to turn
from his bloody errand, "Before you slay
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Mohammed," said he, " and draw upon your -
self the vengeance of his relatives, se that

your own arc free from heresy." " Areany
of mine guilty of backsliding ?" demanded
Omar with astonishment. " Even o, thy

very own sister Fatimah, and her husband
Said."

Omar at once hastened tothedwelling of
his sister. Here Khabbab, the devoted dis-
ciple of Mohammed, who had made them
acquainted with his teaching and won them
over to Islam unknown to Omar, was read-
ing to them at that moment a new frag-
ment of the Koran. "When he heard Omar
coming, he concealed himself.

Entering abruptly, Omar asked, " What
was it you have been reading just now'
Their confusion convinced Omar of thetruth
of the accusation, and heightened his fury.
In his rage, he struck Said to the earth,
placed his foot upon his breast, and would
have plunged his sword, had not his sister
severely interposed. A blow on the face
bathed her visage in blood, " Enemy of
Allah!" sobbed Aminah, " dost thou strike
me thus for believing in the true God ? In
spite of thee and thy violence, | will per-
severe in the true Faith." " Yes," added
she with fervour and emotion, " thereis no
God but God, and Mohammed isthe Apostle
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of God. Andnow, Omar 1 finishthy work."

Omar paused, but his eyes glancing in-
voluntarily over some of the lines of the
Koran,* which lay near him on the ground,
was seized with wonder and conviction suc-
ceeding to admiration. " How nobly said
and how sublime! " exclaimed Omar.

The words of the Koran sank deep into
the heart of Omar. He read further, and
when he came towards the end his conver-
sion was complete.

Then with Khabbab he pushed his steps
towards the house of Arkam, but altogether
a different man. Knocking humbly at the

door, he craved admission. " Come in, son
of Khattab," exclamed Mohammed, "W hat
brings thee hither?" "I come,” replied

Omar, " a believer in the one God, and in
thee His chosen Apostle.” Mohammed re-
ceived him with open arms. Omar hence-
forward continued to be one of the staunch-
est adherent of the Prophet. And heart-
felt thanks went up to Heaven for the grace
that had fallen on Omar.

Omar now walked on the left hand of
the Prophet, and Harazah on the right, to
protect him from injury and insult, and
they were followed by upward of forty

* Any piece of the Koran is also so called.
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disciples. For the first time they passed in
open day through the streets of Mecca, to
the astonishment of its inhabitants. The
Koreish regarded this procession with dis-
may, but dared not approach nor molest
the Prophet, being deterred by the looks
of those terrible men of battle. Hamzah
and Omar ; who, tradition says, glared upon
them like two lions that had been robbed
of their young.

But the Koreish were so exasperated by
this new triumph of Mohammed, that his
uncle Abu-Talib feared they might attempt
the life of his nephew, either by treachery
or open violence. At his earnest entreaties,
therefore, the latter accompanied by some
of his followers withdrew to the sheb or
quarter of Abu-Talib, a long and narrow
defile to the east of Mecca. To the credit
of Mohammed and of his clan, only one man
of them refused to share his fate, though
most of them did not hold with his doc-
trines. Sooner than give up theif beloved
kinsman, the well-known Al-Amin—they
went, every man of them, save that one,
into that quarter of the city, and there
abode in banishment for three years.

The last measure of the kind-hearted
Abu-Talib, in placing Mohammed and his
disciples beyond the reach of persecution,
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and giving them his own quarter as a re-
fuge, was seized upon by the rival branch
of Omeiyah as apretext for a general ban of
therival line of Hashim. They according-
ly issued a decree, forbidding the rest of the
tribe of Koreish from intermarrying, or
holding any intercourse, even of bargain or
sale, withthe Hashimites, until they should
deliver their kinsman Mohammed, for
punishment. This decree, which took place
in the seventh year of the Prophet's
mission, was written on parchment, and
hung up in the Kaabah It reduced Mo-
hammed and his disciples to great straits,
almost famishing them at times in the
stronghold in which they had taken refuge.
This was also beleaguered occasionally by
the Koreish, to enforce the ban in all its
rigour, and to prevent the possibility of
supplies.

Sir William Muir's notice of this crisis
in the life of the Prophet is as intensely
Christian as it istrue :

" Let us for a moment look back to the
period when a ban was proclaimed at Mecca
against all the citizens, whether professed
converts or not, who espoused his cause;
when they were shut upin the sheb or
quarter of Abu Talib, and there for three
years without prospect of relief endured
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want and hardship. Those must have boon
steadfast mighty motives which enabled
him amidst all this opposition and apparent
hopelessness of success, to maintain his prin-
ciples unshaken. No sooner was he
relieved from confinement than, despairing
of his native city, he went forth to Tayif,
and summoned its rulers and inhabitants to
repentance; he was solitary and unaided,
but he had a message, he said, from his
Lord. On the third day he was driven out
of the town with ignominy, blood trickling
from the wounds inflicted on him by the
populace. He, retired to a little distance,
and there poured forth his complaint to
God: then he returned to Mecca, there to
carry on the same outwardly hopeless cause
with the same high confidenoe in its ulti-
mate success. We search in vain through
the pages of profane history for a parallel to
the struggle in which for thirteen years the
Prophet of Arabia in the face of discourage-
ment and threats, rejection and persecution,
retained his faith unwavering, preached re-
pentance, and denounced God's wrath
agaittst his godless fellow-citizens. Sur-
rounded by a little band of faithful menand
women, he met insults, menaces, dangers,
with a high and patient trust in the future.
And when at last the promise of safety
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came from a distant quarter, he calmly
waited until his followers had all departed,
and then disappeared from amongst his un-
grateful and rebellious people." *

The annual season of pilgrimage, how-
ever, when hosts of pilgrims repair from all
parts of Arabia to Mecca, brought transient
relief to the persecuted Moslems. During
that sacred month, according to immemorial
law and usage among the Arabs, all hostili-
ties were suspended, and warringtribes met
in temporary peace to worship at the Kaa-
bah*  Protected also by the immunity of
the holy month, Mohammed would mingle
with the pilgrims, and proclaim his revela-.
tions. Presently the devotion of the Pro-
phet, his manly bearing under obloquy and
reproach, and above all the " winged words
of his eloquence* brought several men of
influence and wealth into his faith, who re-
turning to their respective homes, carried
with them the seeds of the new Faith to
distant regions.

Thus for three years the Hashimtes lay
under the ban, shut up in the ravine; when,
at last the Koreish grew ashamed of their
work, and were glad of an excuse for remov-
ing it. It was found that the deed on

* Lifeof Mahomet, val. iv. pp. 314, 315.
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which it had been, engrossed, had become
illegible, and this beingtaken as an evidence
of the divine disapproval of its contents,
they listened to the appeal of the venerable
Abu-Talib and allowed the prisonersto come
forth and mix once more with the rest of
the world.

The return of Mohammed and his dis-
ciples to Mecca was followed by important
conversions, both of the inhabitants of the
city and of pilgrims from afar.

Not long after, Mohammed was sum-
moned to close the eyes of his uncle Abu-
Talib, then upward of fourscore years of age,
and venerable in character as in person.
" The sacrifices to which Abu Talib exposed
himself and his family for the sake of his
nephew, whileyet incredulous of his mission,"
says Muir, " stamp his character as singular-
Jy noble and unselfish." " They afford at
the same time,” continuesthe writer, " strong
proof of the sincerity of Mahomet Abu
Talib would not have acted thusfor an in-
terested deceiver; and he had ample means
of scrutiny.” " The chivalry of Abu Talib
in protecting the Prophet when hedid not
believe in his mission is remarkable, and it
is a strong .testimony," says Oilman, "to the
honesty of Mohammed that he could make
such an impression on a man of so much
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force of character."

Scarce three days had elapsed from the
death of the venerable Abu-Talib, when
Khadijah, the faithful and devoted wife of
Mohammed, expiredin hisarms. Thedeath
of this his beloved partner was indeed a
heart-rending calamity for him. For twenty-
five years she had been his counsellor and
supporter, and now his soul and his hearth
had become desolate. Notwithstanding
that at so advanced an age she must have
lost every youthful charm, Mohammed had
remained faithful to her to the last, never
giving her a rival in his house nor in his
heart,

Mohammed's gratitude to her memory
survived her to his latest hour. Even the
fresh and budding charms of Ayeshah (a
wife who had replaced her) could not obli-
terate thedeep and mingled feeling of tender-
ness and gratitude for his early benefactress,

his angel of hope and consolation."
Ayeshah was piqued one day at hearing
him indulge in these fond recollections.
" O Apostleof God!" demanded the youth-
ful beauty, "was not Khadijah stricken in
years, her eyes dim and her teeth gone?
Hasnot Allah given thee a fairer and a
better 7" " No, by Allah!" cried Mohammed,
in an honest burst of generous emotion,
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"there never was a better and a kinder
help-mate! When | was poor, she enriched
me; when | was pronounced a liar, she bo-
lieved in me; when | was opposed and per-
secuted by the world, she remained true to
me."

" | was never more jealous of any one of
the Proohet's wives,” said Ayeshah, "than
| was of Khadijah, although | never saw her;
for the Prophet remembered her much, and
many a time would he send presents to the
friends of Khadijah; and although | often
said to him, ' It isasthough there never was
another woman in the world;"' but he would
dilate upon her virtues in his own way."*

"He seems to have lived in a most
affectionate, peaceable, wholesome way with
this wedded benefactress; loving her truly,
and her alone. It goes greatly against the
impostor theory, the fact that he lived in
this entirely unexceptionable, entirely quiet
and commonplace way, till the heat of his
years was done. He was forty before he
talked of any mission from Heaven. All
his irregularities, real and supposed, date
from after his fiftieth year, when, the good
Kadijah died. All his'ambition," seeming-
ly, had been, hitherto, to live an. honest

« Of. Saying* of the Prophet Muhammad, 584.
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life; his 'fame,’ the mere good opinion of
neighboursthat knew him, had been suffi-
cient hitherto. Not till he was already
getting old, the prurient heat of his life all

burnt out, and peace growingto bethechief
thing thisworld could givehim, did hestart
on the 'career of ambition,' and belying all
his past character and existence, set-up as a
wretched empty charlatan to acquire what
he could now no longer enjoy! For my
share," says Oarlyle, "1 have no faith
whatever in that." *

Mohammed is said to have taken after
thedeath of Khadijah, at different periods,
several wives (not, however, adozen"or two,
asignorant writers would haveit); and he
Is constantly upbraided on this account by
the controversial writers, who adduce this
circumstance as a demonstrative proof of his
sensuality. But over and above the consi-
deration that unbounded polygamy was in
Mohammed's time frequently practised in
Arabiaand the neighbouring countries, and
wasfar from being counted an immorality,
it should be recollected that he lived from
the age of five-and-twenty to that of fifty
years ''satisfied’ with one. wife; that until
shedied at the age of sixty-five he took none

*Thomas Cartyle; 'On Heroess Ilero-worship and
theHeroicinHistory,' lect.ii.
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other; and it may then be asked, isit likely
that a sensual man (as the Prophet of
islam is ignorantly called) of a country
where unbounded polygamy obtained, should
be ‘'contented' for tive-and-twenty years
with one wife, she being also fifteen years
older than himself? and should he be the
first to restrict polygamy, when no law,
no religion did anything in that direction ?
Or, is it not far more probable that he
took, the many wives he did during the last
thirteen years of his life chiefly out of a
desireto unite thehostile and warring tribes,
as Mohammed's marriages certainly tended
to? * " | ask not of you any reward for it,

* Dr. Leitner's words are, in this conneX|on deserv-
ing of our serious attention. He says: "It really
seems to me that if men cultivated somethlng like
true charity, they would have a different view of
other religions, then they now hold, and that they
would endeavour to learn about them from their ori-
ginal sources, instead of from the. prejudiced second-
hand reports of the opponents of these religions."

. It may he noted herethat all these wives were, with
tally one exception, widows. Nor wasthere any speC|aI
provision for him in Law (asis generally, made out), for
It came after he had already been allied to the several
wives he had, and as provided in his own law, " one
wife only, or what ye have already got under your
hand* " (Koraniv. a), hedid but keep his own law in.
retailing them,; espeC|aIIy when, with all the other
Moslems,he had given his wives the alternative of either
separating themselves from him or remaining linked
together in weal and woe, and they had preferred to
live with him (Koran xxxiii. 28, 29, 51). Mohammed
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except the love of kinship,”* was Moham-
med's frequent appeal to his people.

We have already mentioned Abu-Bakr
and his various services to the cause of
Islam in its most dubious state of exis
tence. We have seen how he ransomed
the poor dying Moslem slaves, and on more
than one occason saved Mohammed from
imminent danger. It was the desire of his
life to marry his little daughter, Ayeshah,
to Mohammed, and thus cement the attach-
ment which already existed botween him-
sef and the Prophet. At the earnest Soli-
citation of the disciple, the little maiden
was betrothed to Mohammed. She was,
however, married some years later, t

Mohammed soon became sensible of the
loss he had sustained in the death of Abu-
Talib, who had been not merely an affec-
tionate relative, but a steadfast and power-
ful protector from his great influence in
Mecca. At his death there was no one to
check and counteract the hostilities of Abu-
Sufyan and Abu-Jahl;,who soon raised up
such a spirit of persecution among the

henceforth also denied himself the privilege of marry-
ing again even on the demise of some or al of his
wives (Koran xxxiii. 52), which his followers were
free to. y

* Koran xlii. 23.

T AyeshahinBukhari, Muslim, Abu Daud, and Nasal,
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Koreish, that Mohammed found it unsafe to
continue in his native place. He set out,
therefore, accompanied by his friend and
follower Zeid, to seek a refuge at Tayif, a
small walled town, about seventy miles from
Mecca. It was one of the favoured places
of Arabia, situated among vineyards and
gardens " Here grew peaches and plums,
melons and pomegranates; figs, blue and
green, the nebeck-tree producing the lotus,
and pam-troes with their clusters of green
and golden fruit."

Mohammed entered the gates of Tayif
with some degree of confidence, trusting for
protection, under God, to the influence of
his uncle Abbas, who had possessions there.
He could not have chosen a worse place of
refuge. Tayif was one of the strongholds
of idolatry. Here was maintained in all its
vigour the worship of Al-Lat, one of the
female deities worshipped by the ancient
Arabs.

" There is something lofty and heroic,"
observes Sir William, " in this journey of
Mahomet to Tayif; asolitary man, despised
and rejected by his own people, going bold-
ly forth in the name of uod—Ilike Jonah to
Ninevah-—and summoning an idolatrous
city to repentance and to the support of his
mission. It sheds a strong light on the
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intensity of his own belief in the divine
origin of his calling." *

Mohammed remained about a month at
Tayif, seeking in vain to make proselytes
among its inhabitants. When he attempt-
ed to preach, his voice was drowned by
clamours. More than once he was wound*
ed by stones thrown at him which the
faithful Zeid endeavoured in vain to ward
off. So violent was the popular fury at
last, that he was driven from the city, and
pursued for some distance beyond the walls
by an insulting rabble of daves and children.

Thus driven ignominiously from his
hoped-for place of refuge- and not daring
to return openly to his native city, he re-
mained in the desert until Zeid procured a
secret asylum for him among his friends at
Meccat He lived here for some time retired
from his people, preaching occasionally, but
confining his efforts mainly to the strangers
who congregated at Mecca and its vicinity
during the season of the pilgrimage, hoping

* Muir, The Life of Mahomet, vol ii. page 207.

T On his way back to Mecca a party of the tribe of
Jinn (a people from Nisibin and Nineveh in Mesopota-
mia; heard Mohammed's preaching of the Koranin the
valley of Nakhlah and came over to his cause— Vide
Koran xlvi. 29-31. Of. a Mulavi Cheragh AH, A Critical
Exposition of the popular ' Jihad;' In trod. pp. xxxiv to
xxxviii, footnote. Calcutta: Thacker, Spink and Co, 1885.
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to find among them some who would
carry the truth to their people.

About this time the Prophet entered
into a matrimonial connexion with the
widowed wife of Sakran, one of his faithful
disciples, who took refuge with his wife in
Abyssinia from the persecution of the
Koreish and died in exile. She had now
returned to Mecca in utter destitution. At
one time no one would give her food or pro-
tection ; even her immediate relatives were
unwilling to support her. As the only
means of assisting the poor old woman,
Mohammed, though straitened for the very
means of his daly subsistence, married
Saudah.

For atime all the attempts of Moham-
med to gain converts among distant Y ethrib-
ites were unsuccessful. Those who came to
worship at the Kaabah drew back from a
man stigmatised as an apostate; and the
woildly-minded were unwilling to befriend
one proscribed by the powerful of his native
place. They afforded very little ground for
hope; but trusting to God's tender care and
pity, he rose superior to all his trembling
forebodings and exultingly cried:

By the noon-day brightness!

1b_%/]the night when it covers !

y Lord has not forsaken thee, nor is He dis
pleased, and certainly the hereafter shall be better
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for thee than the heretofore; and in the end thy Lord
will surely give to thee, and thou shalt bo well pleased.
Did He not find thee an orphan and give (thee) a
home ? and found thee wandering and guided (thee) ?
and found thee needy, and enriched (thee) ? *

At length, one day as he was preachlng
on the hill of Akabah, a little to the north
of Mecca, he drew the attention of certain
pilgrims from the city of Yethrib.  Struck
by his earnestness and the truth of his
words, they becamehisproselytes (620 A. a),
and returning to their city, spread the news
of the advent of a prophet among the Arabs
who was calling them to GOD and to put an
end to their dissensions which hadlasted for
centuries,

A year passed by. These Yethribites
returned, and brought six more of their
fellow-citizens as deputies from thetwo prin-
cipal tribes of Ausand Khazraj who occu-
pied that city. On the same spot where
the former six were converted, the new-
comers gave in their allegiance to Moham-
med. This was thefirst Pledge of Akabah.

It ran as follows :

We will not join anything with God, nor steal, nor
commit adultery, nor kill our children, nor come with
a calumny which we have invented between our hands
and feet, T nor will we disobey the Prophet in what
shall be reasonable ; £ and we will befaithful to himin
weal and sorrow.

* Koran xciii. 1-8. t L e, knowingly.
I Thisislaid downin Koran ix. 12,



68 LIFE OF MOAHMMED

On the return home of the pilgrims,
Mohammed sent with them Musaab, son of
Omair, one of the most learned and able of
his disciples, with instructions to strengthen
them in the faith and to preach it to their
townsmen. Thus were the seeds of Islam
first sown in the city of Yethrib. For a
time they thrived but slowly. Musaab
was opposed by the idolaters and his life
threatened, but he persisted in his exer-
tions, and gradually made converts among
the principal inhabitants.

About this time hopes of the dawning
of a new day, and glorious scenes of a happy
future, now andthen Hitted across the mind
of Mohammed. In one of these broodings
occuned the notable Vision of Ascension.
Its narrative is one in which tradition
revels with congenial ecstasy. The rein has
been given loose to a pious imagination.
Both thejourney and the ascent to heaven
are decked out in the most extravagant
colouring of romance, and in all the gorgeous
drapery that fancy could conceive.*

* " Mohammad dreamed a dream, and referred to it
briefly and obscurely in the Kur-an. Hisfollowers per-
sisted in believing it to have been a reality-an ascent
to heaven in the body-till Mohammad was sick of
repeating his simple assertion that it was a dream." —
Stanley Lane-Poole's Sdections from the Kur-an, Introd
p. lvi. Of. Syed Ahmed, Easays,i. pt. xi.
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But, as has been pointed out, the
" Night-Journey" is an allegory of easy
explanation. The Burak—the white steed
of wonderful form and qualities, unlike any
animal ever seen and, in truth, different
from any animal ever before described—
which signifies lightning, is thought, which
moves more swiftly than the electric fluid;
and the ladder of light by which Moham-
med is said to have ascended up to heaven
was contemplation, by which men pass
through all the heavens up to the Throne
of God; and the wounderful cock, whose
crowing God took delight in hearing, and
which man never heard or regarded, was
the prayer of the just; and so on with all
the rest.*

Thus in spite of the beautiful garb in
which tradition presents this wonderful
incident, " it is still a grand vision full of
glorious imagery, fraught with deep mean-
ing."t

In the following year (622 A, C.) the

*" Upon this point, moreover, it may be remarked
that the ridicule and sarcasm in which many Christian
writers haveindulged on the subject of the narrative,
are, to say the least, |n%ud|C|ous, as being equally
applicable to thevisions of Jacob. Comp. Gen. xvil.
11,12 ; Ezek.i. 429; Ibid iv. 12-15; Dan. vii. passim;
Acts ix. 8, 6, 9; Rev. passim" — John Davenport, An
Apology for Mohammed and the Koran.

t Stanley Lane-Poole.
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Y ethribites who had adopted the new reli-
gion felt assured, of being able to give
Mohammed an asylum in their city, and
upwards of seventy of the converts of
Yethrib led by Musaab repaired to Mecca
with the pilgrims in the holy month of the
thirteenth year of the Prophet's mission,
to invite him to take up his abode in their
city. Mohammed gave them a midnight
meeting on the hill of Akabah. His uncle,
Abbas, who, like the deceased Abu-Talib,
took an affectionate interest in his welfare,
though no convert to his doctrines, accom-
panied him to this secret conference, which
he feared might lead him into danger. He
entreated the pilgrims from Yethrib not to
entice his nephew to their city until more
able to protect him: warning them that
their open adoption of the new Faith would
bring all Arabiain arms against them. His
warnings and entreaties were in vain: a
solemn compact was made between the
parties. The former pledge was repeated,
and the following added:

We would defend him and his, even as we would
our own women and children.*

And every one of the converts swore allegi-
anceto Mohammedand to his God, Scarcely

* Thisis calld the ssoond Pledge of Akabah.
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had the compact been concluded, when
the voice of a Meccan, who had been watch-
ing the scene from a distance, reached their
ears, striking a sudden panic into the hearts
of the Moslems; but the words of the
Prophet restored their presence of mind.
Mohammed then singled out twelve from
among them whom he designated as his
delegates.  The very next morning the
Koreish manifested a knowledge of what
had taken place in the night, and treated
the new confederates with great harshness
as they were departing from the city.

It was this early accession to the faith of
Islam, and this timely aid proffered and
subsequently afforded to Mohammed and
his disciples, which procured for the
Moslems of Yethrib the appellation of
Ausar, or Helpers, by which they were
ever afterwards distinguished.

After the departure of the Helpers, and
theexpiration of the holy month, the persecu-
tion of the Moslems was resumed with in-
creased virulence, insomuch that Mohammed,
seeing a crisis at hand, and being resolved to
leave the city, advised his adherentsgeneral-
ly to provide for their safety. For himself,
he still lingered in Mecca with afew devoted
followers, thinking it his honourable duty to
stand by the last who remained.
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Abu-Sufyan, of the rival .branch of the
Koreish and the implacable foe of Moham-
med, was at this time governor of the city.
He was both incensed and alarmed at the
rapid growth of the new Faith, and held a
meeting of the chiefs of the Koreish to
devise some means of effectively putting a
stop to it. Some advised that Mohammed
should be banished; but it was objected that
he might gain other tribes to his interest, or
perhaps the people of Yethrib. Others pro-
posed to wall him up in a dungeon until he
died, but it was surmised that his friends
might effect his escape. Al |l these objections
were raised by a violent and pragmatical old
man, whom tradition has converted into a
devil, breathing his malignant spirit into
those present. At length, it was declared
by Abu-Jahl that the only effectual check on
the growing evil was to put Mohammed to
death. To this all agreed, and as a means
of sharing the odium of the deed, and with-
standing the vengeance it might awaken
among the relatives of the victim, it was
arranged that a member of each family
should plunge his sword into the body of
Mohammed.

The proposal was accepted, and a num-
ber of noble youths were selected for the
deed. As night advanced, the assassins
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posted themselves round the Prophet's
dwelling. Here they watched all night
long, waiting tomurder him when heshould
leave his house in the early dawn, peeping
now and then through a crevice to make sure
that he still lay on bed. But the warning of
Divine Providence, whichhas often led many
a good and pious soul to evade his enemies,
also warned Mohammed of the danger. In
order to keep the attention of the assassins
fixed upon the bed, he put hisgreen garment
upon the devoted and faithful Ali, bade him
lie on his bed, and escaped, like David,
through the window. Me repaired imme-
diately to the house of Abu-JBakr, where
they arranged for an instant flight. It was
agreed that they should take refuge in a
cave in Mount Thaur, about an hour's
distance from Mecca, and there wait until
they could proceed to Yeihrib: in the mean-
time, the children of Abu-iiakr should
secretly bring them food. They left Mecca
while it wasyet dark, making their way on
foot by the light of the stars, and the day
dawned as they found themselves at the
foot of Mount Thaur. Here they hid them-
selves in the cavern.

While the Prophet was thus seeking
safety, his murderers had burst open thedoor
and rushed towards the couch. The sleeper
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started up; but instead of Mohammed, Ali
stood before them. Amazed and confound-
ed, they demanded, "Where is Moham-
med ?* " Was | a keeper over him?" re
plied Ali sternly, and walked forth; nor did
any one care to molest him.

The Koreish, enraged as they were, at
the escape of their victim, proclaimed a re-
ward of an hundred camels to any one who
should bring them Mohammed alive or
dead. Horsemen scoured the country. On
more than one occasion, the danger ap-
proached so near that the heart of Abu-
Jdtakr, though a very brave man, quaked
with fear. "We are but two,” said he.
" Nay!" replied Mohammed, " we arethree;
be not distressed then, surely Allah is with
us" * And He was with them. For three
days the Prophet remained there with his
faithful follower, but none of the enemies
could find them out. On the fourth day,
when they presumed the ardour of pursuit
had abated, the fugitives ventured forth,
and set out for Yethrib on camels, which a
servant of Abu-Bakr had brought for them
at night, by unfrequented paths. But even
here the way was full of danger. They had
not proceeded far before they were overtaken

Koranix. 40.
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by a wild and fierce warrier named Surakah.
Again the heart of Abu-Bakr misgave him,
and he cried out, " We are lost !" "Be not
grieved," said the Prophet, " Allah will pro-
tect us" And He did protect them. As
Surakah overtook Mohammed, his horse
reared and fell with him at the Prophet's
feet. Struck with sudden awe, he entreated
the forgiveness of Mohammed, and made
the profession of Islam.

The fugitives continued their journey
without further interruption, until they
arrived at Kuba, a hill about two miles from
Yethrib. It was a.favourite resort of the
inhabitants of thecity and remarkable for its
beauty and salubrity. Here Mohammed
alighted from his camel on a hot day of
June 622 A. C. and remained four days,
making converts from among its inhabi-
tants *

About thistime a renowned proselyte re-
paired to the Prophet at this village. This,
was Salman, the Persian. He is said to have

* Herethe Prophet also decided to erect a place for
prayer. It wasthe first Mogjue of Islam. The Pro-
ﬂhet himsdf laid the foundation-stone; and durin

isresdence at Medinah usad to visit it once a w
on foot, It was or[g|naII%/ a square building of very
small sze but Othinan the third Caliph of Tslam en-
larged it, in the direction of the minaret, making it 66
cubits each way.
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been of a good family of a small place near
Ispahan. Passing one day by a Christian
church, he was so struck by the devotion
of the people, and the solemnity of the
worship, that he became disgusted with the
idolatrous faith in which he had been
brought up. Heafterwards wandered about
in the East, from city to city and convent
to convent, until, so runs the tradition, an
ancient monk of Amuria, in Syria, full of
years and infirmities, told him of a Prophet
who had arisen in Arabia to restore the
pure faith of Abraham.

Shortly after this, Mohammed was
joined by the faithful Ali, who had fled
from Mecca, and journeyed on foot, hiding
himself in the day and travelling only at
night, lest he should fall into the hands of
the Koreish, Within a few days came the
rest of Abu-Bakr's family, together with
the family of Mohammed, conducted by
his faithful friend and freed-man Zeid.

The chief of the village was so charmed
at the enthusiastic preaching of Mohammed
and thesublimity of his teachings, that he
requested the Prophet to stay, but the
Apostle had his duty before him, and he
entered Yethrib in the morning of Friday,
16th of Babi 1., corresponding with the
2nd of July 622 A. a, amidst universal
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rejoicings,*

This was the memorable 'Hijrat (corrupt-
ed into Hegira), or the "Flight" of Mo-
hammed, from which the Moslems date their

Calendar.t

In concluding this chapter, wo give in
the words of Sir William Muir, a survey of
the career of Mohammed at Mecca.

" Few and simple as the positive precepts
of Mahomet upto this time appear, they had
wrought a marvellous and a mighty work.
Never since the days when primitive Chris-
tianity startled the world from itsdeep, and
waged a mortal combat with Heathenism,

* The citizens, in honour of the Prophet, changed the
ancient name of their city to that of Medinatun-Nali,
or the City of the Prophet; afterwards contracted
into Medinah, or the City, by way of pre-eminence.

t ThisFlight, or emigration, was not, as we have
seen, the first, hut it was the most remarkable inas
much as it marked the greatest crisis in the history
of the Prophet's mission, and orginated the custom
of referring to events as happening before or after
the Flight; which Omar, when Caliph of I slam, conver-
ted into an official era. It dates, asis said above, from
the 2nd of July, 622 A. C. Indeed the day that the
Prophet left Mecca was the 4th of Rabi |, and he
reached Kubaon the 12th, and entered Medinah on the
16th; but the Hegira begins two months before,
from the 1st of Muharram, the first lunar month
of theyear. Omar made no alteration asto this, but
anticipated the computation b%/ 62 days, that he
might commence his era from the beginning of that
year in which the flight of the Prophet took place, and
from which it took its name.
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had men seen the like arousing of spiritual
life, the 1ike faith that suffered sacrifice and
took joyfully the spoiling of goods for con-
science sake.

" From time beyond memory, Mecca and
the whole Peninsula had been steeped into
spiritual torpor. The slight and transient
influence of Judaism, Christianity, or Philo-
sophy upon the Arab mind, had been but
as the ruffling here and there the surface of
a quiet lake;—all remained still and motion-
less below. The people were sunk in super-
stition, cruelty and vice. It was a common
practice for the eldest son to marry his
lather's widows inherited as property with
the rest of the estate. Pride and poverty
had introduced among them, as it has
among the Hindus, the crime of female in-
fanticide. Their religion consisted in gross
idolatry, and their faith was rather the dark
superstitious dread of unseen beings, whose
goodness they sought to propitiate, and to
avert their displeasure, than the belief in an
over-ruling Providence. The Life to come
and Retribution of good and evil were, as
motives of action, practically unknown.

"Thirteen years before the Hegira,
Mecca lay lifeless in this debased state.
W hat a, change those* thirteen yearshad now
produced ? A band of several hundred per-
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sons had rejected idolatry, adopted the wor-
ship of one great God, and surrendered them-
selves implicitly to the guidance of what
they believed a revelation from Him;—
praying tothe Almighty with frequency and
fervour, looking for pardon through His
mercy, and striving to follow after good
works, almsgiving, chastity and justice.
They now lived under a constant sense of the
Omnipotent power of God, and of His pro-
vidential care over the minutest of their
concerns. In all thegiftsof nature, in every
relation of life, at each turn of their affairs,
individual or public, they saw His hand.
And, above all, the new spiritual existencein
which they joyed and gloried, was regarded
as the mark of His especial grace, while the
unbelief of their blinded fellow-citizens was
the hardening stamp of His predestined re-
probation. Mahomet was the minister of
life to them,—the source under God of their
new-born hopes;, and to him they yielded a
fitting and implicit submission.

"1 n so short a period, Mecca had, from
this wonderful movement, been rent into
two factions, which, unmindful of the old
land-marks of tribe and family, werearrang-
ed in deadly opposition one against the
other. The believers bore persecution with
a patient and tolerant spirit. And though



80 LTFE OF MOHAMMED

it was their wisdom so to do, the credit of a
magnanimous forbearance may be freely ac-
corded to them. Onehundred men and wo-
men, rather than abjure the precious faith,
had abandoned their homes, and sought
refuge, till the storm should be over-
past, in Abyssinian exile. And now even
a larger number, with the Prophet him-
self, emigrated from their fondly-loved city,
withits sacred temple,—to them the holiest
spot on earth,—and fled to Medina. There
the samewonder-working charmhadwithin
two or three years prepared for them a
brotherhood ready to defend the Prophet
and his followers with their blood. Jewish
truth had long sounded in the ears of the
men of Medina, but it was not till they
heard the spirit-stirrino strains of the Ara-
bian Prophet, that they too awoke from
their slumber, and sprang suddenly into a
new and earnest life."*

NOTE.

Professor Wilson gives the following method for
ascertaining the Mohammedan and Christian years:

"Multiply the Hegirayear by 2977, the (difference
between 100 solar and as many lunar Mohammedan
years; divide the product by 100, and deduct the
quotient from the Hegira year; add to the result
621 509 (the decimal being the equivalent of the 15th
of July, plus 12 days for the change of the Calen-

* Muir, The Life of Mahomg, vol. ii. pp. 269-71.
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dar); and the quotient will be the Christian year
from the date at which the Mohammedan year
begins; thus, Hegira 1269 x 2977 = 3777.8. which
divided by 100 = 37.778, and 1269 — 37.778 =
1231.222; this + 621.569=1852-791, the decimals
corresponding to 9 months and 15 days, i.e, the 15th
of October, which is the commencement of the Hegira
year 1269. The reverse formula for finding the corres-
onding Hegira year to a given Christian year, is thus
aid down : Subtract 622 from the current year ; multi-
ply the result by 1-0307 ; cut off two decimals and add
46 ; the sum will be the year, which, when it has a
surplus decimal, requires the addition of 1. thus
1852 -622 = 1230; 1230x 10307 = 1267761 ; 1267.70 +
46 = 1268-22 ; add therefore 1, and we have the equi-
valent Hegira year 1269."*

* Professor H. H. Wilson, Glossary of Terms. Quoted
from T. P. Hughes, Dictionary of Idam,Ait. Hijrah
Loudon 1895.



CHAPTERIII.
MOHAMMED AT MEDINAH.

MOHAMMED soon found himself at the head
of a numerous and powerful sect in Medi-
nah, made up partly of those of his dis-
ciples who had fled with him from Mecca,
and were thence called Muhgjirin, or Emi-
grants, and partly of those of the inhabit-
ants of the place who joined the Faith and
were called Ansar, or Helpers of Islam in
its hour of trial. Most of these latter came
from the powerful tribesof Aus and Khazraj ;
who, though descended from two brothers,
had for the last 120 years distracted Medi-
nah by their inveterate and mortal feuds.
They were now united in the bonds of faith-
In order to unite the Helpers of Mediuah
and the Emigrants of Mecca in closer bonds,
Mohammed established a brotherhood bet-
ween them which linked them together in
weal and woe.

The tribe of Khazraj was very much un-
der the influence of a chief named Abdullah,
son of Ubbay, who was aso to be made a
king, when the arrival of Mohammed and the
excitement caused by his doctiines gave the
popular feeling a new direction, and obliged
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him and his followers to make a nominal
profession of Islam. But ever ready as
they were to turn against the Moslems,
they were a source of considerable danger
to the new-born Commonwealth, and were
stigmatised as Munafikin, or the Hypo-
crites.

Being now enabled publicly to exercise
his taith and preach his doctrines, Moham-
med proceeded to erect a mosque. Two bro-
thers who owned the land on which it was
proposed to build the mosque offered it as a
free gift; but as they were orphans the Pro-
phet actually bought it, and the money was
paid by Abu-Bakr. The building was sim-
ple in form and structure, suited to the un-
ostentatious religion he preached. The
walls were of brick and earth : the trunks of
the plam-trees recently felled served as pil-
lars to support the roof, which was framed
of their branches and thatched with their
leaves. A portion of the building was set
apart for those who had no homes of their
own.

Everything in this humble mosque was
conducted with the greatest simplicity.
At night it was lighted up by splinters of
the date tree; and it was some time be-
fore lamps and oil were introduced. Mo-
hammed stood on the ground and preached.
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Afterwards hehad a pulpit erected to which
he ascended by three steps, so as to be elevat-
ed above the congregation. The Prophet
preached and prayed on the pulpit, some-
times sitting, sometimes standing and leaning
on a staff.

The Teacher of Islam preached in athou-
sand varied ways universal love and brother-
hood as the emblem of the love borne to-
wards God:—

"God will say on the day of resurrection,
'O son of man! | was sick, and thou didst
not visit Me;' the man will say, 'O my Lord!
how could | visit Thee when Thou art
the Lord of all the worldV God will say,
'Didst thou not know that such an one of
My servants was sick, and thou didst not
visit him? Didst thou not know that if
hadst visited him, thou hadst surely found
Me with him ?'

" God will say, 'O son of man! | asked
food of thee, and thou didst not feed Me ? '
The man will say, ' O my Lord ! how could
| feed Thee when Thou art the Lord of all
the world ? God will say, ' Didst thou not
know that such an one of My servants ask-
ed food of thee, and thou didst not feed him ?
Didst thou not know that if thou hadst fed
him, thou hadst surely found that with Me?

"God will say, ' O son of man! | asked
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drink of thee, and thou didst not giveMe to
drink 2" The man will say, " O my Lord !
how could | give Thee to drink when Thou
art the Lord of all the world ? God will
say, 'ISuch an one of My servants asked
drink of thee, and thou didst not give him
todrink ; verily, if thou hadst given him to
drink, thou hadst surely found that with
Me.'" *

" God will not be merciful to him who is
not merciful to men."

" The Merciful God is merciful to those
who are merciful : be merciful to those who
are in the earth, so that He who isin heav-
en may be mercilul to you."

" All creation isthe family of God, and
of all creation the most beloved of God is he
who does most good to His family."§

" No servant (of God) really believes un-
til he loves for his brother what he loves for
himself." ||

" He not inquisitive, nor overhear any-
thing, nor dispute anything with another,
nor envy one another, nor hate one another,
nor leave one another in the lurch; but be
ye all servants of God and brothers to one
another, even as God has commanded you.""

* Syings, 275. T Ibid.,, 511. 1 Ihid., 508
§ 1bid., 269. | tbid., 214. T Ibid., 904
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"God is aways ready to help His sar-
vant so long as the servant is ready to help
his brother."*

In one of his sermons there is the follow-
ing apologue on the subject of charity:—

" When God created the earth, it shook
and trembled ; then God laid stable mountains
upon it, and it rested. At this the angels
marvelled and said, ' O our Lord! hast Thou
created a stronger creation that the moun-
tains? God said, 'Yes, iron; for it breaks
them." They said, ' And hast Thou created
astronger creation than iron? He said,
"Yes, tire; for it meltsit." ' And hast Thou
created a stronger creation than fire? they
asked. 'Yes, water; for it quenches it.'
" And hast Thou created a stronger creation
than water?' 'Yes,' sad God, ' the wind;
forit sets it in motion." They said, 'And
hast Thou created a stronger creation than
thewind V God said, ' Yes ; the child of man,
when he gives with his right hand and hides
it from hisleft; (verily he overcomes all),"f

His definition of charity embraced the
wide circle of kindness. " Every good
work," hewould say, " ischarity."! "Thy
smiling in thy brother's face is chanty; thy
bidding what is good is charity; thy forbid-

«Saying®, 1017. t Ibid., 100. %  Ibid., &7,
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ding what is wrong is charity; thy putting
a man in an unknown land in the right road
is charity for thee; thy assisting a man who
has a detect in the eye is charity for thee;
thy removing stones and thorns and bones
from the road is charity for thee; and thy
emptying the bucket into the bucket of thy
brother is charity for thee." *

"A man's substance in the hereafter isthe
good he does in this life to his fellow-crea-
tures. When he dies, the angels say, ' What
has he sent on before him? and the son
of man says, ' What has he left behind ? "

He would often tell his disciples: " Des*
pise not anything good, and spesk to thy
brother with an open countenance; verily,
that is of good acts and kindnesses; and if
a man revile thee and reproach thee for
what he knows in thee, do thou not reproach
him for what thou knowest in him, so that
thou mayest have the reward thereof, and
the sin thereof be upon him alone." t

" 0 Prophet !" said one of his disciples,
"my mother is dead; what would bethe best
almsgiving for her 7' " Water," replied the
Prophet, bethinking himself of the panting
heat of the desert. " Dig a well for her,

* Sayings, 88. t Ibid., 146.
% lbid., 10.
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and give water to the thirsty."* The man
digged a well in his mother's name, and
sad, " Thiswell is for my mother, that its
rewards may reach her soul."

" Charity of the tongue also,” says
Washington Irving, " that most important
and least cultivated of charities, was like-
wise earnestly inculcated by Mahomet."
Abu-Jaria, an inhabitcint of Basrah, came to
Medinali, and being persuaded of the truth
of Mohammed's mission, entreated of him
some great rule of conduct. " Abuse no
one." said Mohammed. " From that day,"
says Abu-Jaria, " | never abused any free-
man or slave, camel or sheep."t

The rules of 1slam extended to the cour-
tesies of life :—

" Make a salam (salutation) to a house
on entering and leaving it."¥ "Salute your
wives and children."§ "Return the salute of
friends and acquaintances, and wayfarers on
theroad." "He who rides must be the first
to make the salute to him who walks; he
who walks to him who is sitting; a small
party to the large party, and the young to
the old."

* Sayings, 104. t Ibid., 10.
1 Of. Koran, xxiv. 61; iv 86. § Sayings, 834.
1 Ibid., 837.



CHAPTER IV.

THE HOSTILITY OF THE KOREISH
AND THE JEWS.

THE first thing that Mohammed did soon
after hisarrival at Medinah was to unitein
a common cause the varied and conflicting
elements of the city and its suburbs. And
with this view he made treaties of neutral-
ity with the Jews of Medinah and the sur-
rounding tribes of Damrah (who were con-
nected with Mecca) and Mudlij (a tribe of
Kinanah related to the Koreish), in antici-
pation of any impending danger from the
Koreish, who on a similar occason had pur-
sued them to Abyssinia. He also gave a
charter to the people of Medinah clearly de-
fining their rights and obligations. It ran
thus:—

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
Given by Mohammed, the son of Abdullah and Apostle
of Hod, to his followers, and all individuals, of what-
ever origin, who have made common cause with them :
all these shall form one nation. . . . The state of

eace or war shall be common to all : no one shall
ave the right of concluding peace with, or declaring
war against, the enemies of his co-religionists The'
Jews who attach themselves to our Commonwealth
shall be protected from all insults and vexations;
they shall have an equal right with our own people
to our assistance and good offices ; the Jews of the
various branches of Auf, Najjar, Barith, Jashm,
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Thaalabah, Aus, and all othersdomiciled in Medinah,
shall form with the Moslems one composite nation*;
they shall practise their religion as freely as the
Moslems ; the clients and allies of the Jews shall enjoy
the same securlty and freedom; the guilty shall be
pursued and punished; the Jews shall jorn the
Moslems in defending M edinah against all enemies.
. . Moslems shall hold in abhorrence every man
guilty of crime,, injustice or disorder ; no one shall
uphold the culpable though he were his nearest kin. e
All disputes between those who accept this
Charter shall bereferred, under God, to Mohammed.

The people of Medinah, the Jews of the
tribes of Nadir, Koreizah, and Kainukaa,
gratefully accepted its terms.

In fact, the Moslems after suffering so
long such bitter persecutions at Mecca, had
atlength got an asylum of peace at M edinah,
where they had very little desire left to en-
tertain any idea of commencing hostilitiesor
undergoing once more the horrors of war,
and were glad enough to live in peace, and
enjoy the blessings of their new religion
without any disturbance, if possibly they
could do so.

ButtherelentlessK oreish, whosehostili-
ty towards the small band of Moslem refu-
gees to Abyssininia had been so great, see
ing that the persecuted had left, almost all
of them, their native land for a distant city
out of their approach except by a military
expedition, and losing Mohammed for whose
assassination they had tried their utmost,



THE KORELSH AGAIN 91

as well as upon hearing of the reception,
treatment, religious freedom, and brotherly
help the Moslems had received and enjoyed
at Medinah, could not subdue their ferocious
animosity against the exiles ; and, according-
ly, they took every strong and hostile mea
sure to attack the fugitives at Medinah.

Kurz, son of Jabir, one of the maraud-
ing chiefs of the Koreish, fell upon some of
the camels and Hocks of Medinah while
feeding in a plain a few miles from the city
and carried them off.

Still there was no hostile response from
the Moslems.

It was not till the second year of the
general expulsion of the Moslems from
Mecca, when the Prophet was greatly con-
cerned on receiving the news of the advance
of the Koreish, with a large army of 1000
strong, mounted on 700 camels and 100
horses, upon Medinah, that the Moslems
prepared for battle. Medinah is 276 miles,
or 12 stages, to the north of Mecca. The
Koreish had already marched fully armed.
What was to be done for the preservation of
the poor Moslems and the men of Medinah
who had made common cause with them?
There was no time to lose. What was to be
done must be done instantly and with effec-
tive measures. If the Koreish have the
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better, what would be the fate of the Mos-
lems but a universal massacre? Such were
the thoughts of the Teacher of the Moslems.
In this extremity comes the following strict
injunction from Him whoseapostlehe was.—

" (O Prophet!) give glad tidings to those
who do good. Verily God will ward off
(evil) from those who believe; verily, God
loves not any perfidious, ungodly fellow,

" Permission is given to those who are
fought againgt to fight, for that they have
been wronged; and, verily, God has the
power to help them—who have been
turned out of their homes wrongfully, only
for that they said, Our Lord isGod 1

"And if it were not for God's repelling
ome men by others, suredy monageries, and
churches, and synagogues, and (all) places of
wor ship, wherein the name of God is fre-
guently mentioned, would have been utterly
destroyed,

" And God will certainly help him who
helps Him; verily God is strong, mighty;
those who, if He give them power in the
earth will observe prayer, and gives alms,
and bid what is just, and forbid what is
wrong. And to God is the end of (all)
affairs” **

* Koian, xxii. 3741
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“And fight in the cause of God with
those who fight with you; but transgress
not; verily, God loves not the transgressors,

" And kill them wherever ye find them,
and turn them out from whence they would
turn you out; for mischief-making is worse
than slaughter. . . . But if they desist
(from fighting with you, fight ye not with
them), for verily God is forgiving, compas
sionate.

" And fight with them until there be no
(more) mischief-making and the judgement
of God come; but if they desist, then let
there be no hostility, except against the
wrong-doers." *

Hut the Prophet would not stand up for
war, in sdf-defence as it was, against his per-
secutors, till it occurred to him that he was
head of the State as well as of the Church,
and as in duty bound to his subjects, had to
defend Medinah from any aggressive attacks
of the Koreish; his conscience smote him,
and then came the following message.—

" Enjoined upon you is war; but it is
hateful to,you. Yet it may be, that ye hate
a thing while it is good for you; and it may
be, that ye love a thing while it is bad for
you; for God knows, and ye—ye do not

*Koran,ii. 190-93.
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know." *
" Will ye not fight against a people who
. . begin (the fight) themselves ?*

" And what ails you that ye fight not in
the cause of God, and for the weak among
men, women and children, who say, Our
Lord ! bring us forth from this city of
wrong-doing people, and give us from before
Thee a patron, and give us from before
Thee a helper."

In an instant all the Moslems were
ready for battle. But they were only 300
in number, and the Koreish had already
marched 6 stages from Mecca arid were mid-
way between Mecca and Medinah. Mo-
hammed proposed to check their advance by
a rapid march, and set out from Medinah
with his little band of the faithful.

After marching three stages, the Mos-
lems were obliged to leave the main-road to
Meoca, which they had been following,
when their scouts brought them notice that
the Koreish leaving the main-road to the
right, had turned towards the Red Sea.
The Koreish, it appears, meant thus to get
Mohammed and his followers nearer Mecca
and then revenge themselves after their own
cruel manner. Mohammed at once perceived

* Koran, ii. 216. T [Ibid., ix. 13. 1 Ibid., iv. 75.
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what they meant, and leaving the main-
road to the left turned towards the Red Sea,
and entered the fertile valley watered by
the brook Badr.

Here Mohammed posted his little army
on arising ground, with water at the foot
of it. The vanguard of the enemy were sur-
prised to find the Moslems where they did
least expect them.

They now sounded alarm. The hearts
of the Moslems failed them, and they were
dismayed at the thought of such an over-
whelming force; but their Prophet bade
them be of good cheer, for God had promised
them an easy victory.

When the main body of the enemy ap-
proached with the sound of trumpet, and
Mohammed saw that he could not avoid
fighting, he commended himself and his fol-
lowers to God's protection, and raised his
hands to heaven, crying out with great
earnestness.—

"My Godl My God! forget not Thy prom-
ise of assistance; if this little party be cut
off, Thou wilt no more be worshipped on
earth.”

And he continued to repeat these words
till, says his chronicler, hiscloak fell from
off his back.

Three Koreish warriors now advanced
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in front, and defied the bravest of the Mos-
lems to single combat. Three warriors of
Medinah stepped forward and accepted
their challenge; but they cried, " No! let
the renegades of our own city of Mecca ad-
vance, if they dare.” Upon this, Hamzah
and Ali, the uncle and cousin of Mohammed,
and Obeidullah, son of Harith, undertook
the fight, and came out conquerors; but
Obeidullah presently died of the wounds he
had received in the tight.

The battle soon became general. At
one time the fortune of the field wavered,
but the Prophet's appeal to his people de-

cided the fate of the battle. "It was a
stormy winter day. A piercing blast swept
across the valley." It seemed* says the

pious chronicler, as if the angels of heav-
en were warring for the Moslems, and
driving the faithlessenemy before them in
confusion.*

In the shock of battle which ensued
Abu-Jahl. who was urging his horse into
the thickest of the conflict, received the
blow of a setmetar in the thigh which
brought him to the ground.

The Koreish now gave way and fled.
Forty-nine remained dead on thefield, and

* Of, Koran, viii, 9; iii. 13, 123-7.
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nearly the same number were taken pris-
oners. Fourteen of the Moslems were slain.

The question now arose how to dispose
of the prisoners. Omar, that most fiery
warrior, was for striking off their heads,
as professed patrons of infidelity ; but Abu-
Bakr, a man of milder disposition, advised
that they should be given up for ransom.
Mohammed, in observing the extreme sever-
ity of the one and the gentleness of the
other, remarked that Omar was like Noah
who prayed to God for the utter extirpation
of the wicked ante-deluvians, while Abu-
Bakr was like Abraham who interceded for
offenders. He, however, decided on the side
of mercy. Several of the prisoners who
were poor were liberated on merely making
oath never again to take up arms against
the Moslems. The rest were detained as
hostages for a time, after which they were
either ransomed or liberated on making the
same oath.*

*Only one of them was afterwards put to death.
His name was Abdul Uzza. He had been one of the
bitterest persecutors of the Moslems at Mecca. Hav-
ing fallen into the hands of the Moslems at Badr, he
hesought Mohammed to release him by way of com-
passion for his five daughters. Mohammed granted
him his life and liberty without ransom on condition
that he would never again bear up arms against the
Moslems or their Prophet. As soon, however, as he
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Sir William Muir thus speaks of the
treatment of the prisoners of Badr at the
hands of the Moslems :

"I n pursuance of Mahomet'scommands,
thecitizens of Medina and such of the re-
fugees as possessed houses, received the pris-
oners and treated them with much consid-
eration. 'Blessings be on the men of
Medina!' said these prisoners in later days.
'They made us ride, while they themselves
walked; they gave us wheatened bread to
eat, when there was little of it, contenting
themselves with dates." " *

The moderation and magnanimity ofthe
Prophet in thus disposing of the " prisoners
of war," instead of reducing them to slavery
as was the custom, caused some discontent
among the more impulsive of his followers,
in whose hearts the insults and injuries of
the Koreish yet rankled, and they begged
hard of Mohammed to slay all the prisoners
indiscriminately; which led tothe promul-
gation of the following ordinance : —

" And when ye meet the unbelievers in
battle, strike off (their) necks, until ye have

had reached home, he exhorted the Arabs of his tribe
to make war upon the Modems and himsdf joined
the invading armP/ of Mecca.  This time he was caught
at Hamraand duly executed by the Modems

*Muir, The Life of Mahomet, val, iii. p. 122.
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overpowered them, and (of the rest) bind
fast the bonds; then either (give them) a
free dismissal afterwards, or (exact) a ran-
som."*

Before the army returned to Medinah
there was a division of the spoil. For the
present, however, Mohammed ordered that
the whole should be equally divided among
all those engaged in the enterprise. This
caused great murmur among the troops ;
and, with a view to prevent any future
quarrel over spoils acquired in war, Moham-
med published a special ordinance by which
the distribution of the spoils was left to
the discretion of the chief of the common-
wealth, a fifth being reserved for the public
treasury for the support of the poor and
indigent.t

Soon after his returnto Medinah, Mo-
hammed tried every possible means of obtain-
ing a pacific solution of the difficulty which
had arisen between the Moslems and their
enemies, the Koreish of Mecca, to avert war
and its horrors. He repeatedly informed
the Koreish that if they desisted from
attacking the Moslems they would be for-
given ;—

" (Ye people of Mecca!) if ye wish for a

* Koran, xlvii. 4. t Ibid., viii. 41,
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decision (of the matter between us), now is
the decision cometo you; and if ye desist
(from attacking the Moslems), it will be
better for you ; but if yereturn (to it), we
will return too; and your forces shall avail
not at all, though they be many, for that
God iswith the faithful.*

" Say to the unbelievers that if they
desist (from attacking the Moslems), what
is already past shall be forgiven them;
but if they return (to attack them), the
example of those of old is already before
them." T

But all this to no effect. As soon as
the Koreish prisoners had returned home,
Abu-Sufyan issued forth from Mecca with
200 fleet horsemen, each with a sack of meal
at his saddle-bow, the scanty provisions of
of an Arab for a foray. As he sallied forth
he vowed neither to anoint his head, per-
fume his beard, nor indulge himself other-
wise until he had avenged himself on M o-
hammed and his followers. Scouring the
country to within three miles of Medinah,
he dew two of the Prophet's followers,
ravaged thefields, and burnt the date-trees.
As soon, however, as the Moslems sallied
forth from Medinah, Abu-Sufyan, regard-

* Koran, viii. 19, tlbid, 38
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less of his vow, did not await their approach,
but turned bridle and fled. His troop
clattered after him, throwing off their sacks
of meal in the hurry of their flight; whence
this scampering affair was derisively called
by the Moslems Ghazawatus-Sawik, the
expedition of the meal-bags.*

Arabian writersrecord an imminent risk
of the Prophet while yet in thefieldon this
occasion. He was one day sleeping alone
at the foot of atree, at a distance from his
camp, when he was awakened by a noise,
and beheld Duthur, a hostile warrior, stand-
ing over him with a drawn sword. " O
Mohammed !" cried he, " who is there now
to savethee?" " God ! " replied the Prophet.
The wild Bedouin was suddenly awed, and
dropped his sword, which was instantly
seized upon by Mohammed. Brandishing
the weapon, he exclaimed in turn, ""Whois
there now to save thee, O man ?" " Alas, no
onel " replied the soldier. " Then learn to
be merciful." So saying, he returned the
sword. The warrior'sheart was overcome;
he acknowledged Mohammed as the Proph-
et of God and embraced the faith.

The defeat of the Koreish at Badr was
felt as. keenly by the Jews as by the

* |t took place in the month of Dhui-Kaadah A. H. 4
(April, A. c. 626).
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Meccans. All the concessons made by
Mohammed to this people had proved
fruitless;, they not only remained stubborn
unbelievers, but treated Mohammed and his
doctrines with ridicule. Asma, the daughter
of Marwan, a Jewish poetess, wrote satires
against him and his followers. Abu-Afak
likewise indulged in satire against the
Prophet. Kaab, son of Ashraf, another
Jewish poet of thetribe of Nadir, repaired
to Mecca after the battle of Badr. By his
satires against the Prophet and his follow-
era, by his elegies on the Meccans who had
fallen at Badr, he endeavoured to stir up'
the Koreish to vengeance. His acts were
openly directed against the commonwealth
of which he was a member. He belonged
to a tribe which had entered into a compact
with the Moslems, and pledged itself for
the internal as well as the external safety
of the State. Another Jew of the same
tribe, Abu-Rafe Salam, son of Abul-
Hukeik, was equally wild and bitter against
the Moslems. He inhabited, with a faction
of histribe, the territories of Kheibar, four
or five days journey to the north-west of
Medinah. Detesting Mohammed and his
followers, he made use of every endeavour
to excite the neighbouring Arab tribes, such
as the Suloim and the Ghatafan, against
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them. Seditious and unruly, the tribe of
Kainukaa was also noted for the extreme
laxity of its morals. One day ayoung girl
of the country came to their market to sell
milk. The Jewish youths insulted her
grossly* A Moslem who was passing by
took the part of the girl, and in the fray
which ensued the author of the outrage WAS
killed; whereupon the entire body of the
Jews present rose and slaughtered the
Moslem. The Moslems of the neighbour-
ing quarter, enraged at the murder of their
compatriot flew to arms, and many were
killed on both sides. At the first news
of the riots, Mohammed hastened to the
spot and by his presence succeeded in res-
training the fury of his followers. He at
once saw what the end would be of all these
seditions and disorders if allowed to have
their way. The Jews had openly and know*
ingly infringed the terms of the compact.
He considered it an absolute duty to put a
stop to all this with a firm hand. Accord-
ingly, he at once proceeded to the quarter
of the tribe of Kainukaa, and required them
to forego their lawless practices or to vacate
Medinah. Their reply to this was as
follows: " O Mohammed | be not elated with
the victory over thy people (the Koreish).
Thou hast had to do with men ignorant of
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the art of war. If thou wilt have any
dealings with us. we will show that we are
men," They then remained obstinately
shut up in their stronghold, and set Mo-
hammed's counsel at defiance. But the
safety of the State required that they
should be compelled to surrender, and accor-
dingly, siege was laid to their stronghold
without loss of time. After fifteen days
they surrendered. Justice required that
they should be severely punished, but Mo-
hammed simply banished them and ordered
two of them to be executed.

" The execution of the half-dozen marked
Jews is generally called assassination, be
cause a Muslim was sent secretly to kill
each of the criminals. Thereason is almost
too obvious to need explanation. There
wer e no police or law-courts, or even courts-
martial, at Medina; some one of the fol-
lowers of Mohammad must therefore bethe
executor of the sentence of death, and it
was better it should be done quietly, as the
executing of a man openly before his clan
would have caused a brawl and more blood-
shed and retaliation, till the whole city had
become mixed upon in the quarrel If
' secret assassination' is the word for such
deeds, secret assassination was a necessary
part of theinternal government of Medina.
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The men must be killed, and best in that
way." "In saying this,” continues the
writer We are quoting, "I assume that
Mohammad was cognisant of the deed, and
that it was not merely a case of private
vengeance; but in several instances the
evidence that traces these executions to Mo
hammad's order is either entirely wanting
or is too doubtful to claim our credence."*

It was about this time that Mohammed
was allied to Hafsah, the daughter of Omar.
This lady had lost her husbandt at the battle
of Badr. Omar offered his daughter's hand
to Othman, and, upon his declining the hon-
our, to Abu-Bakr, He adso met the offer
witha refusa.f Omar wasindignant at what
he considered a slight to himself At one
time this threatened to engulf the Whole
Moslem community in a serious riot, for
such Was the strong sensitive nature of the
Arabs. In this extremity, Mohammed
offered to marry Hafsah.

As the power of Mohammed increased
in Medinah, the hostility of the Koreish in
Mecca augmented in virulence. Abu-Sufyan

* Selections from the Kur?an, by E. W. Lane, with an
Introduction by Stanley Lane-Poole. Introd., p.xliv.
Trubner & Co., London, 1879.

T His name Was Khuneis, an early convert to Islam,

1 Ibni Omar in Bukhari and Nasai.
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held command in the sacred city, and
was incessantly urged to warfare by his
wife Hind, whose fierce spirit could find ,no
rest until the death of her fat her , brother,
and unele, who had fallen at Badr, was
avenged. Ikramah also, a son of Abu-Jahl,
who inherited his father's hatred of the
Prophet, clamoured for vengeance. In the
third year of the Hegira, therefore, the
year after the battle of Badr, Abu-Sufyan
took the field at the head of 3,000 men,
most of them Koreish, though there were
also Arabsof thetribes of Kinanah and Ta-
hamah; 700 were mailed warriors and 200
horsemen. |kramah was one of the cap-
tains, as also was Khalid son of Walid, a
warrior of indomitable valour, who after-
wards rose togreat renown. The banners
were borne in front by the sons and descen-
dants of Abd-ud-Dar, a branch of the
Koreish.

In the rear of the host followed the vin-
dictive Hind with the principal women of
Mecca, relatives of those slain at Badr, stim-
ulating the troops with the sound of tim-
brels and warlike chants.

Abbas, the uncle of Mohammed, who
still resided in Mecca, seeing that destruc-
tion threatened his nephew should that
army come upon him by surprise, sent
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secretly a swift messenger to inform him of
hisdanger. = Mohammed received the mes-
sage at Kuba; and immediately hastened
back to Medinah to call a council of his
principal adherents.

The Meccans had by this time taken up
a well-chosen position to the north-east of
Medinah, where only the hill of Ohad and a
valley separated them from the city. From
this sffe vantage-ground they ravaged the
fields and fruit-groves of the Medinites.
Forced by the enthusiasm of his followers
and by their fury at the destruction of their
property, Mohammed marched out of Medi-
nah with scarce a thousand men; one hun-
dred only had cuirasses, and there were but
two horsemen.* Mohammed ordered his fol-
lowers not to commence the fight but to
stand firm and maintain their position.
Above all, the archers were to keep to their
posts, let the battle go as it might, lest the
cavalry should fall upon his rear.

The horsemen of the left wing, led by
Ikramah, now attempted to take the Mos-
lems in flank, but were repulsed by the
archers, and retreated in confusion. Upon

*Just as the battle commenced Abdullah, son of
Ubbay, withdrew himsdf and his followers (nearly
300 m_number), thus reducing the Modem army to
about 700 men.
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this, Hamzah rushed down with his forces
upon the centre. The enemies were stag-
gered by the shock. Seven standard-bearers
of the children of Abd-ud-Dar were one after
the other struck down, and the oentre began
to yield. The Moslem archers, thinking the
victory secure, forgot the commands of Mo-
hammed, and leaving their post, dispersed
in search of spoil. Khalid, one of the
Koreishi at once peroeived their error and
rallying the horse, fell on the rear of the
Moslems. Theinfantry of the Koreish also
turned, and the Moslem troops, taken both
in rear and front, had to renew the battle
at fearful odds. The efforts of the Koreish
were now principally directed towards Mo-
hammed, who was surrounded by hisfaithful
followers. In the midst of the melee astone
from a sling struck Mohammed on the
month, cutting his lip and knocking out
one of his front teeth ; he was also wound-
ed in the face by an arrow. Hamaah too
was transfixed by the lance of Waksah, an
Ethiopian slave, who had been promised his
freedom if he could revenge the death of his
master slain at the battle of Badr. Musaab
also, who bore the standard of Mohammed,
Vas laidlow,and A | i seized the banher, and
bore it aloft amidst the storm of battle.
The Moslems now began to fly in despair,
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bearing with them Abu-Bakr and Omar,
who were severely wounded. A li also, who
had answered the first call of defiance of the
Koreish, was severely wounded. At the
close of the fight, he fetched water in his
shield from the hollow of arock, with which
he bathed the Prophet's face and wounds.

But the Koreish were too exhausted to
follow up their advantage, and contented
themselves with plundering and barbarously
mutilating the Moslem dead. Hind and
her female companions were foremost in the
savage work of vengeance; and the ferocious
woman tore out and devoured the heart of
Hamsah, and made braoelets and neoklaces
of the ears and noses of the dead. Abu-
Sufyan, her husband, bore a part of the
mangled body upon his lance as a trophy of
the %att le.

The barbarities practised by the Koreish
on the slain created among the Moslems a
feeling of bitter exasperation. They begged
Mohammed to allow them to inflict like out-
rage on seventy of the enemy when in
their power; upon which the following vers-
es of the Koran were published :-

If ye take vengeance, take a vengeance equal to
the wrong that has been doneyou ; but if ye endure
patlentl¥ surely best it will be for the enduring,
Endare then patiently

And grieve notthou over them, neither be thon
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inaworry at what they plot. VerllyGod|SW|ththose
who fear %/to do wrong) and who do good."

And from that day the horrible practice of
mutilation which still prevailed among the
Jews, Christians, and other nations of the
world, was totally forbidden to the Mos-
lems. The Prophet also forbade his follow-
ers to mourn for the dead by cutting off
their hair, rending their garments, and
other modes of lamentation usual among
the Arabs; but he allowed them to weep
for the dead ; " for,"” he said, " tears relieve
the overladen heart."

Soon after his return to Medinah, Mo-
hammed took to wife Hind,T daughter of
Omeiyah, a man of great influence. She
had fled with her husband to Abyssinia and
was now a widow. She was of an extremely
jealous disposition, and neither Abu-Bakr
nor Omar would accept her hand. In her
distress, she requested Mohammed to marry
her, which he did.

Mohammed the Prophet was strictly
just in the exercise of his power as magis-
trate, and kept the equilibrium between all
contending parties irrespective of religion*

* Koran, xvi. 126-8, )
T Sheisbetter known asUmmi Salaroah, or mother
of Salamah
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Toma, of the sons of Zafar, one of Moham-
med's disciples-, stole a coat of mail from his
neighbour, Kitadah, in a bag of meal, and hid
it at a Jew's named Zeid. Toma being sus
pected, the coat of mail was demanded of
him, but he denied all knowledge of it.
They then followed the track of the meal,
which had run out through a hole in the
bag, to the Jew's house, and there seized it,
accusing him of the theft; but the Jew pro
duced witnesses of his own religion to prove
that he had it of Toma. The sons of Zafar
then came to Mohammed and, urging the
innocence of Toma, desired him to defend
" his companion's reputation” and condemn
the Jew, But Mohammed saw through
their prejudice the facts of the case, and
condemned Toma; whereupon the sons of
of Zafar departed and lapsed into idolatry.

Theincident is thus referred to in the
Koran:

Verily We have sent down to thee the book with
truth that thou mayest judge between men by what
God shows thee therein.  And be not an advocate for
those who deal falsely; rather ask pardon of God ;
verily, God is forgiving, compassionate.

And plead not for those who deal falsely among?
themselves; verily, God loves not him who is deceitfu
criminal..

They hide themseives from men, But they cannot
hide themselves from God, for Heis with them when
they brood by night over sayings which please Him*
not; and God encompasses what they do.
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Here yeare they "who Flead for them in thelife of
this world, but who will plead for them with God on
the day of resurrection, or who will bela guardian over
them?

But whoso does evil, or wrongs himself, and then
asks pardon of God, shall find God forgiving, compas-
sionate.

. And whoso acquires a_sin, he only acquires it
against himself. And God isknowing, wise.

And whoso acquires a fault or a sin, and then
throws it on the innocent, shall bear (the guilt of) ca-
lumny and a manifest sin.

Kk ok ok

But whoso severs himself from the apostle, after
the guidance is made plain to him, and follows a way
other than that of the faithful, We will turn him to
what heisturned, and will cast him into hell; and
evil thejourney (thither)! "*

The Jewish tribes of Adal and Karah
sent a deputation to Mohammed professing
an inclination to embrace the faith, and re-
questing missionaries to teach them its
doctrines. He accordingly sent six disciples
to accompany the deputation; but on the
journey, while reposing by the brook Raji,
the deputies fell upon the unsuspecting Mos-
lems, slew four of them, and carried the
other two to Mecca, where they gave them
up to the Koreish, who put them to death
in a most cruel manner. A similar act of
treachery was practised by the people of
the province of Nejd. Pretending to be
Moslems, they sought help from Mohammed

* Koran, iv. 105-112,115,
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against their enemies. He sent sevonty
Moslems to their aid ; these Were attacked
by the tribe of Suleim near the brook
Maunah, about four days' journey from
Medinah, and slain to a man. One of the
Moslems, Arum son of Omeiyah, escaped the
carnage and made for Medinah. On his
way he met two unarmed Jews of the tribe
of Amir, who were travelling under a safe-
conduct of the Prophet, and mistaking them
for enemies he killed them. When Moham-
med heard of this he was sorely grieved.
He instantly ordered the collection of the
blood-money from the Moslems and the peo-
ple who had accepted the Charter. The
Jews of the tribes of Nadir and Koreizah
were also bound to contribute towards this
payment. Mohammed himself, accompanied
by some of his disciples, proceeded to the
tribe of Nadir, and asked for their contribu-
tions. A repast was spread in the open air
before the mansion of the chief. Whilst Bit-
ting with his back to the wall of the house,
he suspected treachery; it was arranged that
he would be crushed by a mill-stone, flung
from the terraced roof of the house. With-
out intimating his knowledge of the treason,
which would have precipitated matters, he
left the company abruptly, and hastened
back to Medinah.
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Such seditions and unruliness could not
be tolerated, and accordingly, Mohammed
ordered them to leave the country within
ten days. Relying on the support of Abd-
ullah son of Ubbay, the tribe of Nadir re
turned a defiant answer. Siege was laid to
their stronghold, and after fifteen days they
surrendered. They were allowed, however,
like the tribe of Keinokaa, to take all their
moveable property with them, excepting
only their arms. They destroyed their
houses before leaving them,* lest they should
afford a shelter or refuge to the followers of
Mohammed.

Some timeago, Mohammed had married
his friend and ireedman Zeid to his own
cousin Zeinab, daughter of Jahsh. Like
himself, she was descended from two of the
noblest families of Arabia. Proud of her
birth, she felt humiliated at her marriage
with a freedman, and mutual aversion soon
culminated in disgust. At last Zeid came
to the decision not to live any longer with
her, and with this determination he went to
Mohammed, and expressed his intention of
being divorced. " Why," demanded Mo-
hammed, "hast thou found any fault in
her?" " No," replied Zeid, " | can no longer

*Koran, lix. 2.
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live with her." Mohammed then peremp-
torily said, "Go, keep thy wife to thyself,
and fear God."* But Zeid was not moved
from his purpose; and a few days after he
divorced Zeinab, in spite of all the exhorta-
tions of Mohammed. When the Prophet
heard of it he was sorely grieved, moreespe-
cially as it was he who had arranged the
marriage of Zeid with Zeinab, although the
relatives of the latter were averse to it and
had remonstrated with him against the
marriage of a high-born lady with one who
only the other day had been a slave,t
Zeinab now went back to her father, who
offered his daughter's hand to some of the
chief men of the city; but none would
marry the divorced wife of a slave. Mo-
hammed advised Zeid and Zeinab to be
reconciled, but to no effect. At last Mo-
hammed married Zeinab, and thus escaped
the taunts of her relatives, who looked
upon him as the one who had brought
about the present disgrace upon their family.t

* Koran, xxxiii. 87.

T 1bid. 36.

T The story told by Tabari and his followers with a
certain degree of exaggeration of the marriage of
Zeinab with the Prophet, is from the beginning to the
end all false and malicious. Mohammed knew Zeinab
from her infancy : she was his cousin ; and he had him-
self arranged her marriage with Zeid ; he might hare
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Among the Arab tribes which took
up arms against Mohammed after his defeat
at Ohad, were the tribe of Mustalik, a
powerful branch of the Koreish. Moham-
receivtd intelligence of their gathering
in warlike guise under Harith near the
walls of Muraisi,nine stages from Medinah
and within five miles of the Red Sea. He
immediately took the field at the head of
achosen band of the faithful, accompanied
by members of the tribe of Khuzraj. By a
rapid movement he surprised the enemy ;
Harith was killed at the onset by the flight
shot of an arrow ; histroopsfled in confu-
sion after a brief resistance, in which ten
were slain. Two hundred prisoneis, five
thousand sheep, and two thousand camels,
besides much house-hold goods, fell into
the hands of the Moslems. Among the
captives was Juweiriah, the daughter of

married her himself instead of marrying her to Zeid.
In fact, the parents of Zeinab had more than once
offered their daughter in marriage to Mohammed.
When Zeid divorced her she was nearly thirty-five
%/ears of age, and could possibly have little charms to
ascinate even a stranger. There isno historical autho-
rity for any of the storiesafterwards made out to the
effect that Mohammed had been to Zeid's house and
having accidentally seen the beautK of Zeinab's figure
through the half-opened door, or that the wind blew
aside the curtain of Zeiuab's chamber and disclosed her
to a scanty dr ss, was smitten by the sight.
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Harith and widow of one of her own tribe.
Despairing to raise nine okks of gold, the
the ransom fixed for her by the captor, she
appealed to Mohammed for remission of the
heavy price demanded for her freedom. Mo-
hammed paid her ransom, and the noble
Jady thankfully offered him her hands in
marriage. No sooner was the marriage
noised abroad, than the Moslems, taking the
tribe of Mustalik as relatives of the Prophet,
let the rest of the prisoners go free as
Juweiriah's dower. "No woman," said
Ayeshah, telling the story in after days,
" was ever a greater blessing to her people
than Juweiriah."

It was at the time when the army had
returned to Medinah that an incident
happened which was wrongly construed by
certain followers of Mohammed. Ayeshah,
the Prophet's wife who had accompanied
him in his expedition, had been left behind
the army, because, as she subsequently ex-
plained, at night just before the time of
marching, she had occasion to go to some
little distance from her camp and returned
alittle too late to find the army had left
and no one was in sight. She was certain-
ly astonished and found herself alone ; but
summoning up courage, she sat down,
trusting that, when her absence should be



118 LIFE OF MOHAMMED

discovered, some persons would be sent back
in quest of her. While thus seated,
Safwan, a young Arab, being one of the
rear-guard, came up and, recognizing her,
accosted her with the usual salutation,
aided her to mount the camel, and taking
the bridle hastened to rejoin the army.
The sun had risen, however, before he over-
took it, just without the walls of Medinah.
The scandal-loving Arabs made capital
out of this story, but Mohammed spurned
at the thought of any meanness in his faith-
fill wife, and ordered each of the calumnia-
tors to be scourged with eighty stripes-
punishment ordained for them in the Law.*

The greater portion of this year was
passed in repressing the hostile attempts of
the various nomadic tribes against the
Moslems, and in inflicting punishments for
various murderous forays on the Medinite
territories.

Meanwhile, Abu-Sufyan, the restless
chief of the Koreish, formed a confederacy
with the tribes of Ghatafan and others, as
well as with the Jews who had lemained
behind with their brethren near Kheibar.
A formidable coalition was soon formed,
and their combined forces amounted to ten

* Koran, xxiv. 4
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thousand well-equipped men. He now pre-
pared to march upon Medinah. Meeting no
opposition on his way, he soon encamped
within a few miles of the city. Moham-
med had received timely intelligence of the
movement, and endeavoured to put thecity
in a state of defence. Salman, the Persian
convert, advised that a deep moat should
be digged at some distance beyond the wall,
on the side on which the enemy would
approach. This mode of defence, hitherto
unknown in Arabia, was eagerly adopted
by Mohammed; who set a great number of
men to dig the moat and even assisted per-
sonally in the labour.

Scarcely was the moat completed when
the enemy appeared in great force on the
neighbouring hills. Leaving Abdullah, a
trusty officer, to command in the city and
keep a vigilant eye on the party of Abdul-
lah son of Ubbay, Mohammed sallied forth
with 3000 men, whom he formed in battle
array, having the deep moat in front. Abu-
Sufyan advanced confidently with hiscom-
bined force, but was unexpectedly checked
by the moat and by a galling fire from
the Moslems drawn up beyond it. The
enemy now encamped; and for some days
the armies remained on each side of the
the moat, keepingup adistant combat with
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slings and stones, and flights of arrows.

In the meantime, spies brought word to
Mohammed that the Jewish tribe of Korei-
zah, who had a strong castle near the city,
and had entered into a compact with him,
were in secret league with the enemy. Mo-
hammed at once perceived the difficulty
with his small forces to man the whole
extent of the moat, to guard against a per*
fidious attack from thetribe of Koreizah,
and to maintain quiet in the city where the
Jews must have secret confederates. He at
once deputed Saad, son of Muadh, and Saad,
son of Obadah, to entreat the tribe of Ko-
reizah toreturn to their duty. " WhoisMo-
hammed?" they replied, " and who is this
apostle of God, that we should obey him?
We know no compact between us and him."

The sege had already lasted twenty
days, and at last a party of the Koreish
horsemen, among whom was | kratnah, son
Abu-Jahl, and Amru, discovered a place
where the moat was narrow, and putting
spuis to their steeds succeeded in leaping
over, followed by some of their comrades.
They then challenged the bravest of the
Moslems to equal combat. The challenge
was accepted by Saad, son of Muadh, by Ali,
and several of his companions, Ali had a
close combat with Amru; they fought on



THE BATTLE 13t

horseback and on foot, until grappling with
each other they rolled in the dust. In the
end A li came out victorious. The general
combat was maintained with great obsti-
nacy ; several were slain on both sides, and
Saad was severely wounded. At length,
the Koreish gave way, and spurred their
horses to recross the moat. The elements
now conspired against the besieging army;
their horses perished fast, provisions failed,
disunion prevailed. In the darkness of
night a cold storm came on, with drenching
rain and sweeping blasts from, the desert.
Their tents were blown down, their camp-
fires extinguished; in the midst of the up-
roar the alarm was given that Mohammed
had raised the storm by enchantment, and
was coming upon them with his forces.
All now was panic and confusion. Abu-
Sufyan, finding ali efforts vain to produce
order, mounted his camel in despair, and
gave the word to retreat. The confederates
hurried off from the scene of tumult and
terror, the Koreish towards Mecca, the
others to their homes in the desert.*

» Thiswasin A. H. 5, and is known in the annals of
Islam as the " Battle of the Ditch." The whole scene
isthus painted in theKoran : —

"O ye who believe! remember the favour of God
towards,you when boats came upon you, and We sent
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The invaders having disappeared, Mo-
hammed thought it high timeto demand an
explanation of the treachery of the tribe of
Koreizah, who, though united tothe Mos-
lems by the most sacred compact, in the
hour of Islam's greatest agony, proved
traitors, and very nearly brought about the
massacre of the Moslems. This was dogged-
ly refused. Siege was accordingly laid to
their strongholds, and after twenty days
they surrendered. They made only one
condition, that their punishment should be
left to thejudgment of Saad son of Muadh,
of the branch of Aus. This tierce soldier,
who had been severely wounded in the
attack, infuriated by their treacherous con-
duct, gave sentence that the fighting men
should be put to death, and that the women
and children be made slaves of the Moslems-
Mohammed, smiling at the judgment of
Saad, on whom thetribe of Koreizah relied

againg them a wind and hogs that ye did not se;
and God saw what ye did.

"When they came upon you from above you and
from below you, and when your eyes were distracted,
and your hearts came up into your throats, and ye
thou_?ht of God (various) thoughts.

" Therewerethefaithful tried, and madeto quake
with aviolent (éuakmg." (Koran, xxxiii. 9-11)

" And God drove back the ungodly in their wrath:
they obtained no good, and God aifficed the faithful in
thefight. for God is strong. mighty." (I1bid. 25)
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for mercy, remarked, " Truly hast thou de-
cided like a king."*

In fact, the women and children were not
guilty of treason, and deserved no punish-
ment.  Saad's judgment was allowed to be
applied only to those who were guilty.
" One woman alone was put to death; it was
she who threw the mill-stone from the
battlements.” T Al the women and child-
ren were afterwards released; some ransom-
ed themselves, others went off with their
freedom. But nobody was sold into slavery.
"The execution of some of them was not on
account of their being prisoners of war; they
were war-traitors and rebels, and deserved
death according to the international law.
Their crime was high treason againsu
Medina while it was blockaded. There had
no actual fighting taken place between the
tribe of Koreizah and the Moslems, after
the former had thrown off their allegiance
to the latter and had aided and abetted the
enemies of the realm. They were besieged
by the Moslems to punish them for their
high treason, and consequently they were
not prisoners of war. Even such prisoners
suffer for high treason.'

e Meaning a despotic monarch.
T Muir, The Life of Mahomet, vol. iii, p. 277.
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“'Treating, in the field, the rebellious
enemy according to the law and usages of
war, has never prevented the legitimate
Government from trying the leaders of the
rebellion, or chief rebels for high treason,
and from treating them accordingly, unless
they are included in a general amnesty,™ "t

That the whole of the tribe of Koreizah
was not executed is shewn by the following
yerses of the Koran:

And He had made those of the people of the hook
who had backed them up to come down out of their
fortresses, and cast dread into their hearts: some ye
killed, others yetook captives.'t . .

" Passing now to the men executed, one
can at once e how it has been exaggerated.
Some say they were 400 ; others have car-
ried the number even upto 900. Bat Chris-
tian historians generally giveit as varying
from 700 to 800. | Ilook upou this as a
gross exaggeration. Even 400 would seem
an exaggerated number. The traditions
agree in making the warlike materials of
the Bani-Koreisa consist of 300 cuirasses,
500 bucklers, 1500 sabres, etc. In order to

' Miscellaneous Writings of Francis Lieber, vol. ii.
Cr?ntrlbunons to Political Science, p. 273. Philadel-
phia, 1

t MauIaV| Chera h Ali, A CrltlcaJ Exposmon of the
Popular ' Jihad', Calcutta ;
Koran, xxxm 26
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magnify the value of the spoil the traditions
probably exaggerated these numbers.* But
taking them as they stand, and remember-
ing that such arms are always kept greatly
in excess of fighting men, 1 am led to the
conclusion that the warriors could not have
been more than 200 or 3C0. The mistake
probably arose from confounding the whole
body of prisoners who fell into the hands of
the Modems with those executed."t

To this must be added the thoughtful
remarks of another learned writer : "Even
200 seems to be a large number, as all of
the prisoners were put up for the night in
the house of Bint-al-Haris,¥ which would
have been insufficient for such a large nuin-
ber."§

It was about this time that the Proph-
et granted to the monks of the mon-
astery of St, Catherine, near Mount

* " Compare the remarks of Ibn-Khaldun (Prolego.-
menesd' Ibn Khaldoun, traduits par M. de Slane, Part
I, P.14)"

tSyed Ameer Ali, A Critical Examination of the Life
and Teachings of Mohammed, p, 113: William and Nor-
gate, London 1873.

i Ibn-Hisham,P 689. Others say the males were
kept in the house of Oaman-bIn-Zaed, and the females
and children in the house of Bint-al-Haris. Vide Insau-
al-Oyoon, by Halabi,vol. 1 1 1 .p.93."

§ Maulavi Cheragh Ali, 4 Critical Exposition of the
Popular ' Jihad,! p. 91.
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Sinai, and to all Christians, a charter simi-
lar to that granted to the Jews soon after
hisarrival at Medinab. It ran as follows:—

"1 n the name of God, the Merciful, the
Compassionate. Granted by Mohammed,
Apostle of God, to the monks of Mount
Sinai, and to Christians in general.

" Verily, God is the High, the Grand.
From Him have come all the prophets;
and there remains no record of injustice
against God. Through the gifts that are
given to men, Mohammed, son of Abdullah
and Apostle of God, grants the present
instrument to all those that are his national
people, and of his religion, as a secure and
positive promise to be accomplished to the
Christian people and their relations, who-
ever they are, the noble or the vulgar, the
honourable or otherwise, saying thus:

" 1. Whoever of my people shall presume
to break my promise and oath which is con-
tained in this present agreement, destroys
the promise of God, acts contrary to the
oath, and will be aresister of the faith (which
God forbid ), for thus he becomes worthy of
the. curse, whether he is a king himself or
whatever he is.

“11. That whenever any of the monks
in his travels shall happen to settle on any
mountain, hill, village, or in any other
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habitable place, on the searor in the desert,
in a convent, church or a house of prayer, |
shall be in the midst of them, as the
preserver and protector of them, their goods
and effects, with my soul, aid and protection,
jointly with all my people, because they are
a part of my own people and an honour to
me.

“111. 1 dohereby command all officers
not to require any poll-tax from them nor
any other tribute, because they shall not be
forced to anything of the kind.

"I'V. None shall have the right to
change their judges or governors, and they
shall remain in their offices without being
deposed.

V. None shall molest them when
they are travelling on the road.

"V 1. No one shal have the right to
deprive them of their churches.

"VII. Whoso of my people annuls any
of these my decrees, let him know that he
annuls the ordinance of God.

"VIIl. Neither shall their judges,
governors, monks, servants, disciples, or
any one depending on them, be liable to pay
any poll-tax, or subjected to other vexations,
because both they and all that belong to
them are included in this my promissory
oath and patent.
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"1 X. And of those that live quietly
and solitary upon the mountains, the Mos-
lars shall exact neither poll-tax nor tithes
from their incomes, neither shall any Mos-
lem partake of what they have, for they
labour only to maintain themselves.

"X. Whenever there is a plenty of
harvest, the inhabitants shall be obliged,
out of every bushel, to give them a certain
measure.

" XI. Neither in time of war shall they
take them out of their seclusion nor compel
them to go to the wars, neither shall they
be required to pay any poll-tax.

"X11. Those Christians who are in-
habitants and with their riches and traffic
are able to pay the poll-tax, shall pay no
more than what shall be reasonable.

"XIIl. Excepting this, they shall not
be required to pay anything, according to
the express word of God.

"X 1V . IfaChristian woman happens
to marry a Moslem, the Moslem shall not
cross the inclination of his wife to keep her
from 