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PPIN Gy IFT Ko

Address,
TO

THE HON'BLE SIR JORN
S$TRACHEY, G.0.8F, C,L.E.
Homounanrs Sm,

We the Members of the Muham-
madan  Angle-Oriental College Fund
Committee, approach you on this occa-
siony en behalf of our community, to
give expression to feelings of sincere
gratitnde, which we entertain towards
you, for the countenance and suppors
with which you have honoured our
endeavours.

You, Sir, are aware that of all the
races inhabiting the continent of India,
and doing homage to the British Throne,
there is none which has remained so far
behind the age as the Musalman sub-
jects of the Empress of India. They

have withstood the influences of the |

age with an apathy calculated to bring
in'its train the worst evils of social
and politicsl degradstion. A eompli-
eation of social causes has given birth
to the danger to which weallude. But
whilst fally aware of the danger before
usy we are choered with the feeling,
that neither our history of the past,
ROT OUE present position un;ior the Bri»

. el

foé

oS!
gaye gyl Gl ypde
g = g e el
o= ..‘VT - .- gf"'
- olin Jb

el Belalaisa Jﬁ‘s Wlpee o
FIn Gy o gpsdedd pylllgse
& oS o s e ita Sr
Al U opyy & gy bl Kot
92> e Solaal gzl pf 2 e
St s e RS gleh S i
Vigr Uit ufe el Sy

* o
Lt pdim & B pylee oS jda
pb s e pe YRugsin gl
) ppeeible Bl £ 05,8 dlale
S B 5 e of L
Ky (2 8) e} P )Shel 2 55
plebin 10 yoit abine alla i
Sty 3l ot — o Sl KL,
o 20 Fhr 2 eI S et
TR S PR S S O %
Sl S A s S S
S e G S ek e —
ool Jogu a2 o W S s
4 T Bl oo o
Uu L-ﬁ” lﬁ.sl.fun‘i..t. ‘)L. e

| agilab g el o b ] gfan e



Tl
tish role, warrants the fears which we,

in our solicitude, are apt to entertain

‘abont the future of our race in India.

Whilst some of our coun.trymen
have devoted their energies to agitating
political grievances, supposed or . real,
wey an humble bedy of Iler Majesty’s
subjects, have never forgotten the truth
which underlies the proverbial say-
ing,—-th}t_ to deserve is.essential before
desiring anything.. We bave been
guided by a deep-seated conviction that
our only chance of s;u:cesa under the
British rule lies in education ; that we
ean never hope to discharge our duties
29 citizens of a civilized State without
acquiring the intellectual training ne-
cessary for a proper intelligence of the

principles upon which the Government

uoder which we live is conducted.-Our

principal object has been. to increase
amongst our coereligionists the means
of acquiring the education neuesnr}
alike for being useful members of so-
cisty and for being good subjects of a

cisilized rule. We are proud to scein
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THIA G oy [P 1 g

the objectsof our endeavours the ele-
ments of loyalty ,towards the British

rule, as wuch s8 a desire to advance
our own national interests.

The establishment of the Muham-
madan Anglo-Oriental College is the
outcoms of our bumble endeavours, =
the embodiment of our national aspi-
rations in the direction to which we
have alluded. which
brought about the establishment of the

The scheme

College began in a movement which,
during the last few years, has been
caining strength, and which, we are
couvinged, is destined to produce great-
er cffects upon our nstional position
than might at first be supposed, RLdu-
cation, in the sense in which the pre-
‘sent age understands the term, has had
lizited scope in India. Everything
that has lnil‘h;rto been done, has been
done almoust entizely by the State, But
the time has arrived when the people
of the country must begin to feel that
the State, though the natural guardian
of our interests, must nst be rezarded
as the oniy supporter of educational
institutions, It has been our earnest
endeavour to impress npon our cosrelie
gioniste the great truth, that education
18 a8 much a necessity of civilized eiti-
zenship as other circumstances which

contribute to advavee human happi-
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ness, and that the State can no more
be expected to be the only source of
supplying this necessity, ihan it can be
.expected to provide from the public
revenues the subsistence of all its sube
jects,

Animated with these faelings, we
begaa to give a practicul effect to our
views, It secmstobe the inevitable
Jot of all movements, which bave for
their aim the removal of longeestab-
lished evils, to meet with oppositien,
and our humble cndeavours have not
been an exception to the general rule.
‘We bad to contend with obstinate bi-
gotry and prejudices on the one haud,
and lethargic indifference and want of
-enthusiasm "on the other. OQur suc-
cees, however, was greater than we
-expected. DBut at one point of our
efforts we felt that all we bad succeed-
ed in achieving would be lost in one
blows  We had fallen out of sympathy
with the local authorities of the district,
our motives were misunderstood, our
efforts were dotided as ephemeral, we
‘had failed to win that which in a coun.
try like India is the greatest source of
ensourazement,—the good-will and
‘sympathy of those who were the imme-
diate representatives of Governm«nt in
this diairiet,
grentness of which can be understood

That was a donger, the
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Gnly' i)} those who ‘are familiar with.
the conditions which govern the socio-
political life of the natives of India
That was the most critical period in
the history of the ‘College. Happily
for ourselves, and for the interest of
Muhammadsn education in this part of
India, you, Sir, were at the Lead ot the
Goveroment of these Provinces—and
we were saved from the danger to
which we bave alluded, and with which
we coufess we had felt ourselves una-
ble to cope. We had the good fortune
to win your private and public sympa-
thy ; you condescended to take interest
in our humble endeavours, and, under
your countenance and patronage, they
have prospered. They have prospered
80 that we bave the good fortune to
aee you amongst us to-day, surrounded
by a large number of those who repre-
sent the coming generation of our race.
Many of them are representatives of
families that have undergone the vicis-
situdes of time and fortune; but who
etill retain the remnant of former

prestige and social influence in our
community. Before many years pags
away, they will succced to the influ-
ence which they owe to their descent,
and the direotion which that influence

will take cannot be doubted,
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The College opened its most ele-
mentary clusses about six yeurs ago.
In 1877, four of its students passed
the Entrance Examination of the Cal-
_cutta University, five succeeded in
1878, and six in 1879, The College
at present educates up te the standard
of the First Examination in Arts of
the Calcutta University, and the Col-
leze Committee hopes to begin 'mext
year to educate students for the Deg-
ree of the Bachelor of Arts of the Cal-
cutts University.

We also take a hopeful view of the
pecunisry prospeets of ~ur Institution.
Besides the money we have collected
for the building fund, the College
possesses an annual income of Ra.
21,000, out of which Rs. 6,000 is the
grant=in-aid we receive from Govern-
ment, and the rest is the income from
private endowments. This income
still falls short of the needs of the Col-
lege, but the Committee still continues
its exertions to increase the resources
of the College, and every year sees
gome addition to it.

This is not an oceasion on which it
is for us to point out in greater detail
the difficulties we have had to econtend
with, and the manner in which our
endeavours have succeeded. We will

only say that the progress which the

College has made in the past justifies
the feeling that our best hopes will be
‘We can look fore
ward to the future with confidence;

realized some day.
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wo oan feel that as time passes on, the
seeds of intellecsual activity, whieh we
are sowing will germinate ; that the
Muhsmmadans will cease to be looked
upon as the most backward, among
Brisish subjects, in the path of ecivili-
gition and enlightenment. And we
flatter ourselves with the hope that the
time may not be far distant when the
College—the product of our endea=
vours—may become one of the most
powertful centres of education, and one

of 1the greatest agencies for the diffu-
sion of knowledge and civilization

ot

wmengst our cowreligionists.

We, Sir, are proud tc feel that,
with the success of our endeavours,
your name will always be associated.
Zhe central hail of our College build-
ings, which is to receive your name,
and on the basemeut of which we are
now assembled to greet you, will be-
come some day the scene of the intellec-
tual contests of youthful ambition and
of educational honourse The annual
medal, known by your name, will be
another means of keeping alive the
memory of those cbligations to your
private good-will and public support
to which our suceess has been mainly
due. We shall remember, with sincer e
gratitude, the honour you have eonfer-

red upon us tieday, by consenting to
wisit the scene of our lahours, and by J
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sccepting the Visitorship of oar Col-
lege. And in time to eome, when,
perhaps, none of us who have received
the immediate benefit of your good-
will may be slive, your name will still
be honoured and gratefully remember-
ed by the future generations, for whose
education the Muhammadan Anglo-
Oriental College has been founded.
They will remember to whose helping
hand the establishment of the College
has been mainly due: they will in-
herit from us the feelings which ani-
mate us towards you—the feelings of
regarding you as our Benefactor and a
DPatron of the camse of Eduacation and
Enlightenment amongst the Muham-

madaos of India,

Sigued on behalf of the Mohamma-
dan  Anglo-Oriental College Fund
Committee by

Kuxwae Munauxap Lute Asux Kmav|

President.

Rasa Syvap Bakar Anr Kmax,
Vice-President.
Syxap AamMap KHaw,

Secretary.

ALIGARH:
The 11th Deccmber 1850.,
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SPEECH OF THE HONOURA-
BLE SIR JOHN STR)ACHEY
G.C.8. I, C.I.E,
Mr. Prerident of the College Fund
Committee, members of the Commite
tee, and Gentlemen :—

I thank you heartily for your most
kind reception and for the address
which you have presented to me. This
address will always bring back to me
and to my children not only the plea-
saat recollection of this day’s proceed-
ings, but many remembrances of that
present rezard,and future hope, which,
through a long life in this country, I
have always felt towards the Mobham-
dans of India; the feelings which this
addressand this beautiful casket which
will be, I hope, preserved as heirlooms
in my family, make me hope are not
altogether unreciprooated.

Ever since the idea of this College
was conceived by my friend Syad
Ahmad Khan, I have taken a deep
interest in ita fortunes; I have seen
its growing progress and prosperity,
and it is with extreme pleasure that
I now gee how much has beea accom-
plished, and witness the admirable
work that is being performed. And
it adds infinitely to my pleasure that

TeA
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you should think that when I was
Lieutenant-Governor of these Provina
ses I gave to you help that was of ser-
vice to you, and that you should have
commemorated that service in & way
which will preserve permanently among

you the recollection of my name.

It isdifficult, Gentlemen, in speak-
ing on matters connected with educn-
tion to avoid tumbling into the pitfall
of those commenplaces which it is so

easy to pour fourth. The advantages
and necessity of education are so great

and so obvious that the subject is in-
exhausitible, but it is not given to
every one to say something about it
new and worth hearing, My own
difficulties to-day in this respect ought
to be lessened by the fact, that the
circumstances under which this Col-
lege had its origin were of so special
and unusual a kind, that there is really
little need for taking refuge in those
commonplaces to which I have referred.
This College was not founded for those
excellent reasons only, of a general
sort, which ordinarily lead to the es-
tablishment of colleges and schools.
Its fonnders Syad Abmad Khan and
those who have ss nobly co-operated
with him in his work had high aspira-
tions, and the object at which they

aimed was of n9 common worthiness.

ex!
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It is always, Gentlemen, s good
thing for every man to bave a high
ideal before him, to have, as the great
poet eys, a star that be can follow ;
and this College would never have come
into existence if its founder, Sy.d
Abmad Khan, whom I am proud to
call my friend, had not seen shining
before him the star which he wus ale
ways to follow, the stur of the future
sreatness and honour of his counry-
men, and of bis own present duty to-
He knew what the
Mohamedans had achieved in the past;

wards them,

ho eaw, as you have said in your ad-
dress, how they had fallen bebind other
races inhabiting this comntry ; and he
felt that this unhappy state of things
was entirely due to their ignorance,
and that it was only by educating
them, that improvement in their mo-
raly or social, or political condition,
was possible. He happily found many
enlightened men, not a few of whom
1 gladly see here to-dny, anxious to
help in this undertaking. This help
hias come not only frem these Provia-
ces but from distant parts of India
also Thus, Sir Salar Jung hasshown
a most princely and enlightened mnni-‘
My

friend His ‘Highness the Nawab of

ficence iowards your College.

‘Rampur has by bisliberal and sympae
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thetie support, not only given proof of
his interest in Mohamedam education,
but he lfus thereby added, in my opi-
nion, fresh evidence of that loyalty
to the British Government by which
s family bas long been distinguished ;
for L am convinced that the certain
way to make Mohamedans loyul is to
educato them as you are doing here.
1t is ulso an interesting and encourug-
ing fact that it is uot only among the
leading men of your own faith that
your College has found friende, Thus,
for example, the lute Maharsja ot Pa-
tiala afforded, by the manificent ussi =
tance that he gave to this College, an
example of liberality of mind which
deserver always to be remembered in
his honour. Many other men of in-
flucnce in'these Provinces have given
their devoted co-operation in this
good work, I eannot name them ail,
but I must not forget how much ba-
been due to men like the President of
vour Committee Kunwer Lutf Ali
Khan, Raja Baker Ali Khan, Monlvi
Mchdi Ali, Moulvi Samiullah Khan,
and others,

You have said, Gentleman, that
you do not concern yourselves with
political grievances real, or supposid,
and yon qunte the saylng that before

“desiring it is necessary to deserve.

ex!
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These are wise principles; political

privileges will come among the other
excollent results of increased knowe
ledge, and there is uo other way of
obtaining them. Menuwhile political
corsiderations of & rizht and reasona.
ble kind, have not been ignored by the
founders of this College.

You speak, in your address, of
your uational aspirations, and I must
suy that there is nothing connected
with this college that has throughout
given me greater satisfaction, and
hope for the future, than the frequent
expression of that stiong national feel-
ing which has animated those who
have made this Colloge what it ig ;e
You are quite right, Gentlemen, to
have your national aspirations, and
not to forget the past. It is a great
thing for a peopla to have a history
of which they are proud, and although
the lessons which your history, like
that of other peoples, teaches, areoften
rather of what should be shunn -
ed, than of what should be admired,
there is very much in your history the
remerabrance of which will do you
good service. An educated Mussal-
man who remembers the Empire and
the wisdom of Akbar, who sees the
magunificent and unsurpnssl.ble monu-
ments of taste and splendour that Del.

bi aod Agra bave o show, and calls
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to mind the past : chievemen s of M «
hamedans, in this and in other coun-
trie 5 in ecience and in literature, may
well refuse to doubt the capaci'y of
bis people in any of the qualities
which make nations great. They have
lamentab'y fallen, and their achieve=
ments are now for the most purt of ar.e
cient date, but I honour the Mohamee
dune for their pride of. race, aud of
religion, and I am sure that these feels.
inge, combined with those which edu-
oution and kuowledge give, will make
them not ouly more honourable and

manly, but betrer citizens and more
loyal subjects.

Clusely conngoted, Gentlemen, with
what I have now been eaying there is
anvther subject regur\ling which 1
cannot be altogether eilent. It has
always been one of the epecial charac=
teristics of this College thut it possess-
es a strongly religious element, and in
the existing conditiops of your psaple,
and in the present s'ate of knowledge
aud opinivn, I think this is wise and
right. I am not one of those who
think that a man honqurs the religion
in; which he himself was born, by dis-
paraging the religion of his own neigh-
bours, avd I do not like even that
silent and implied disparagemeant of

which, in my own opinion, I should
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be guilty, if I were to profess interest
in the seculdr side only of your Col-
lege. DBy the system which you have
laid dewn, you have proclaimed your
belief that it is as true now as it was
in the dsys when Mohamedans were

great, in Delbi, Cordova, or Granada,
that your religion, which has exer=
cised so vast an influence on the world
is still, when it is rightly interpreted,
the friend of human progress and en-
lightenment, and that a good Moha-
medan who is at the same time a high-
Iy educated man cannot fuil to be a
loyal subject of the DBritish Govern-
ment.  1f your College can prove, by
the wen that it sends forth, that- this
elaiw is true, it will perform an impor-
tant service, not ouly to your country=-
men but to mine also, for it will teach
them a lessou of respect and charity
uud tolerance towarda men whose reli-
gion ia different from their own. This
lesson, I am glad to see, is one which
the funudess of this College bave not
forgotten, It was primarily intended
to educate good citizens and loyal sub-

iects who would also be good Mohas

meduns, but its gates arefreely opened
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to those of other creeds, and its teach-
ing cannot be charged with that into-
lerance which is ofton made a reproach
to the mea of your religion;

Gentlemen, I am about to leave

India, probably for ever, and I am
‘happy thatalmost the last words which

I shall utter in public should be ad-
dressed to an Indian aadience. I shall

always be glad that I have spent the

best part of my life in your magnificent
country, among a people for which,
whether Mohamedaa or [lindu, I feel
strong prescnt regard and sympathy,
and which I truet has reserved for it a

happy fature.

My friend Syad Ahmad Khan must
forgive mo if, in now bidding you fare-
well, Isay in his presence that the
young men of India havein him a
bright example of what a Mohamedan
gootleman may be. I bhave known
him for more thau twenty years, and

the longer I have known Lim the more

T have respected bim. No maa ever
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rage and loyalty to the British Go-
wernment than were given by him in
"1857 ; no langunge that 1" eould nse
would be worthy of the devotion that
he showed ;. these Provinces have had
0o more enlightened Judge ; he has
been & wise and energetic administra-
tor, an admirable author acd eritic, a
valued counsellor to the Viceroy, and
an advocate of progress on every oc-
casion and in-every shape. The crown.
ing work to which he devoted his_life
and all his means, the work of educat-
ing and improving his countrymenand
of bringing Musalmans and English-

men into closer sympathy, is that of

which weare now witnessing some of-

the results,. Those results .will, I
doubt not, l'e sti more remarkable in
the future, but even now I look ‘on
the progress of this College as.one of
the most important and interesting
facts in the late history of Northern

India. Ishall always remember—and

this too is an. illustration .more value
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able than any words of the feelings
which have animated the founders of
this College,—~that at this our last vieit
to Alignr};. I aad my wife and my son
have been the gnests of Syad Abmad
Khan in his refined and hospitable
home and I ehall not abandon the hope
that we may some day be able to en-
deavour torepay to him in FEuarope,
and to his son my friend Syad Mah-
mood who is worthily following in
theffootsteps of bis father, some part

of the kindness and hospitality which

they have given to us here.

Aund now, Gentlemen, I mustsay
Farewell. I trust that the futare pre-
gressof this Collegs may fulfil the
promise of the past, and, as time goes
on, that the neble aspirations from
which it sprung may be more and more

If the fature

fully sccomplished.
prosperity of your College should
sccord with my hopes and with my
knowledge of its deserts, thea, Gen.

tieman, it;will be prosperous indeed,

¢!
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