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FORE WORD.

It has been a long standing complaint that
the Indian has not been a devoted votary of Clio,
but it 1s pleasing to.see that successful attempts are
being made to wipe out the reproach not only by
writers 1n English but also 1n the Vernaculars of
the Country. It is therefore with a special <atisfac-
tion that I venture to introduce to the Telugu
world this brochure on the life and work of the
great Mahratta Peshwa, Baji Rao, There are very
few episodes in the History of Modern India more
inspiring to .the Hindu 1magination than that of
the revival of the Mahratta power in Western India,
inaugurated by the:quickeming way of Shivaji and
consolidated by the consummate statesmanship of
the Peshwas. The writer has therefore been excep-
tionally fortunate in the choice of his subject and as
for the contents of the book I have only to say that
they are worthy of the noble theme. There is a
special value attaching to the historical sources
which have been availed of in the composition of the
volume, as the author has been at pains to consult
a number of Mahratta Chronicles in the original—it
will be remembered that the special success of the
late Justice Ranade in the RISE OF MAHRATTA
POWER was largely due to that circumstance.
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We have thus been saved the distorted representa-
tions of Anglo-Indian Historians and the 1ll-digest-
ed remarks of hasty foreign travellers. The narra-
tive is very comprehensive and 1s not confined to
the bare facts of political Ilistory. The social back-
grounc of the historical scenes; the bearings of the
chief events on the history of the other parts of
India; and all that 1s necessary to constitute a full
record is there, presented in a style which is quite
within popular appreciation while following 1n the
wake of classical standards. Messrs. V. Rama-
swamy Sastrulu and Sons, who have already , laid
the Telugu world under a deep debt of gratitude
by their valuable publications have come forward

to publish this volume and 1 wish 1t the success
which it so 1ichly deserves.

Benares Hindu University. s R
6th August *20. P.SESHADRI.
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Baji Rao, though a skilful politiclan and
profound statesman, was at the same time a
comparatively straight-forward,plain spoken soldier,
prompt to act—a man for word and blow Nizam-
ul mulk, though espegially in early life bold asa
lior,, when his passions were aroused and terrible
as fite when he deemed the time for action come,
was habitually cautious, given to a variety of
expedients, fond of entangling his adversaries ina
net work of diplomacy, and of reducing their
strergth by cunningly fomenting dissensions. among
theiufollowers. pp 18s.
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Baji Rao’s attitude was simple, loyal, and at the
same time popular:in extending his own conquests
he deffered habitually to the Raja’s authority and
through his father’s wise arrangements,promoted the
interests of the whole community. That, in doing
so,he should gradually supplant his master in effec-
tive influences and establish, on behalf of his own
family, what amounted to a feudal hegemony, if not
a sovereignty, was natural, but did not involve a
daily practice of crafty device, or studious inevitable
from Nizam-ul-Mulk’s ambiguous position.pp 186-7
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