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INVITATION TO THE WAR

ORRY about words, Bobby. Your grand-

mother isright. ' For, whatever else you may
do, you will be using words aways. All day, and
every day, words matter. Though you live in a
barrel and speak to nobody but yourself, words
matter. For words are the tools of thought, and
you will find often that you are thinking badly
because you are using the wrong toals, trying to bore
a hole with a sprew- -driver, or draw a cork with a
coal-hammer.!

Excited persons will tell you—are telling you now
—that you must be 'air-minded’. No doubt, at the
moment, they are right. But flying is only the last,
and, | suspect, the least interesting, of numerous
methods of locomotion. The birds have had it for a
long time; and it is not important. We catch and
keep the birds in cages, not because they fly but
becausethey sing. Beforeyou diethe aeroplane may
be as out of date as the rickshaw is to-day. But
words will still matter; and your capacity for thought
and speech will 4ill be the only quality that keeps
you out of the Zoo.

The power and pleasure of words are enduring,
and can be enjoyed by dl men. They are not the
privilege of wealth or intellect or costly education;
and they do not suddenly perish, like last year's
motor-car or fox-trot. They are not the monopoly
of writers, lovers of literature, or lawyers. Every
trade and every profession is conducted with words.

! 'A great man said long ago that most of the controversies in
the world would end as soon asth an if men would only start
by defining their terms.” (LORD H WA T,inthe Sunday Times)
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The English language, like the right of criticism,
belonﬂs to every subject. And so we might expect
that the same authorities which urge you to get ‘air-
mingdedness and ‘'road-sense’ and ‘hygiene-aware-

and ‘civic spirit'’ would beg you sometimes
to think about your words, to respect and treasure
the language of the race, which you are using,
changing, enriching, or damaging every hour of every
day. Such exhortations are seldom heard; and it is
not surprising that most of us choose and use our
words with no more thought than we give to respira-
tion, fondly supposing that it is as easy and natural
to speak the English language as it is to breathe the
English air. But I, though I have no particular title
nor aptitude for the affair and amin error as frequently
as you, exhort you boldly in the nation's name to
worry about words, to have an affection and a
respect and acuriosity for words, tokeep adictionary
in the home and ask yourself often: 'Now, why do |
say that? | am not urging you to be always right:
for few can hopefor that. But wedl canworry; and
that is the beginning of virtue.

It is not, | warn you, Bobby, a comfortable estate
to be of those who worry about words. When | have
read afew columnsin Mr. H. W. Fowler's Modern
English Usage | fedl that | shal never dare to put
pen to paper again. They are much happier who
can read without a twinge Mr. Brown's complaint
that Mr. Smith has 'sabotaged the Peace issue’ and
pass on contentedly to the next column, in which
Mr. Robinson tells us that the M.C.C. 'have finalized
the body-line issue. We know, we must admit, or
very nearly know, what Mr. Brown and Mr. Robinson
mean, and therefore, we admit, we might be content.
For if we understand clearly the sgnds of a policeman
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we do not think of complaining that his movements
are not graceful (though, b¥| the way, they generaly
are). And it may be sad that, the chief purpose of
words being to convey meaning, to transfer thought,
if that is done efficiently there is no cause of com-
plaint. But though the chief purpose of a motor-car
IS to convey or transfer bodies those who manu-
facture, market, and purchase it use increasing care
to secure that it shal be elegant and graceful as well;
and inlikefashionwethink it right to go on worrying
about words, however much it wearies ourselves or
others.

| declare a new and ruthless Word War; and |
invite dl lovers of good words to buckle on their
dictionaries and enter the fight, whether on our sde
or against us. We gshdl often, we know, become
casuaties (what a phrase!) ourselves; but this will
make us fight more carefully and not less keenly.
So, brothers, lay on!

Piratical, ruffianly, masked, braggart, and ill-bred
words invade our language and lay waste our thought
every day. | am not, brothers, in a superior
manner, distributing blame to those who use these
unseemly expressions. Nay, | haveaChristianunder-
standing of the real cause of offence, which is that
those who use the most numerous words in public—
that is, politicians and journalists—have the least
time in which to choose their words. The Cabinet
Minister who spesks for an hour or more in the
House of Commons (interrupted from time to time)
cannot be expected to make every sentence perfectly
obedient to the laws of eegance or even grammar;
and when, after a long day in his Department and
the House, he comes to a public dinner the wonder
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iseltlhat so often he spesks so entertainingly and
well.

The specid reporter or dramatic critic, writing with
one foot in the telephone-box—and two minutes to
go—and even, in aeris, the leader-writer, have the
same defence. The orator on the soap-box, back to
the wall, has no time to polish his retorts to the
shower of abuse or cabbage-stalks which he has
drawn upon himself, and from his excited mind
emerges easily some parrot-phrase about ‘sabotaging
the Peace issue, 'not deviating from an attitude,
‘implementing a pre-obligation’, or liquidating a
situation'.

But though we are Christians we must be just and
firm, we lonely fightersin the Word War.  Without
condemni nc}; any individual we can throw such odium
upon the offensive wordsthat they will ceaseto come
naturally to any pen or tongue. The mind of the
orator, however many cabbages fly round his head,
will unconsciously reject theseinel egant weapons, as,
in most cases, it would refuseto discharge an indecent
or blasphemous reply.

But how isthis to be brought about? Very smply.
Indeed, the machinery exists already. \We poor pro-
fessional writers recelve by every other post advice
and criticism from strangers, not only about what we
sa?/ but about our manner of saying it—hyphens,

it infinitives, relative clauses, if and when', etc.

metimes the strangers are very wrong; but often
they are right and helpful. In either case they show
a healthy interest in the use of language and en-
courage care in the writer. | suggest that the same
attention be paid to the language of politics and
‘public life" and journalism and business, in which
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morewords are flung about ina single day than dl the
modern novelists by massed contemporaneous effort
could distribute in a whole year. The late Prime
Minister himself wascriticizedfor theformasmuchas
for the substance of certain speeches. Whether that
wasj ust or not we do not know (andit might be argued
that some of the critics were heaving boulders in a
glass-house), but the principle was sound. If inter-
ruptions concerning petty points of policy are per-
missible at public meetings, let us from time to time
have interventions in the great cause of words, thus:

SPEAKER. | say that by his speech at the Corn
Exchange my opponent is deliberately sabotaging
the Peace issue!

A VOICE. Why?

SPEAKER. Because the League of Nations——

INTERRUPTER. | meant, 'Why do you use such
extraordinarylanguage?

SPEAKER. | use the language of ldedism, the
language of Hope, the language of the toiling
masses——

INTERRUPTER. No, you don't. The toiling masses
have more sense. You use the language of a
lunatic—

VOICES. Chuck him out!

SPEAKER. My policy, Sir, is to consolidate the
Peace front by mobilizing the forces of the Left on a
collective-security-system basis——

INTERRUPTER. Your policy is admirable. | shal
probably votefor you. But you are making a speech;
and a speech is made of words, and your words are
pestilent.

VOICES. Chuck him outl

INTERRUPTER. What exactly do you mean by
'sabotage'? And can you sabotage an issue?



6 WHAT A WORD!

VOICES.  Chuck him out! _

INTERRUPTER. Andwhat'sall thisnonsenseabout
'Fronts? 1've noticed that the more peace-loving
you are, some of you, the more you talk about Fronts
and forces and militants and dl that.

VOICES. Chuck him out!

INTERRUPTER. You mean, don't you, that you
don't agree with your opponent about the best way
to secure Peace?

SPEAKER. | do, Sr.

J)NTERRUPTER. Thenwhythe
S0

| sympathize, | repeat, with the speaker. But it
IS expedient that he should suffer for the general
good; and he may live to thank you.

don't you say

Then there is the advertiser, who has much less
excuse; for he has quiet and time, and his mischief
IS done deliberately. Write to him and tell him that
his language offends you so much that you will not
buy his goods. Tdl the 'stockist’ who offers to
'service you that you prefer to ded with a ample
fellow who is content to serve you. Andbeanuisance
in the home.  Stop your mother (politely) when she
says 'literally', and ask her what shemeans. Interrupt
them! Badger them! Write to them! Ask them
what they mean! Let none of the wicked words
escape without achallenqu. When in doubt put them
through the Entrance Examination in APpendlx l.
Make Syour dear family play the game of 'Wicked
Words™ (Appendix 11).” Attack me too if you will;
but send me your own Black Lists and let us fight
the Word War tog;t(ether. For together, brothers, we
can do agreat work for the English—or must we now
sy the British—language. And do not be afraid of
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being called a snob or apedant. We are not attackin
ignorance but inefficiency. Words are the tools o
every trade, and there is nothing snobbish or
Eedantlc_ln_ expecting every one to know (or try to

now) hisjob. It is not pedantic to bow! straight,
nor is the Umpire snobbish when he says 'Out!’



I
JUNGLE ENGLISH
‘Jungle. Fig., A wild, tangled mass.'—SO.E.D.

THERE is here, | repeat, brothers, no Belgravian
attack upon the lowly born and poorly educated.
Most of my horrible examples are taken from The
Times, from the speeches of statesmen, the letters of
ﬁhilanthropi sts or business men. We denounce, not

onest dlang, but fraudulent pomposity. For this
jungle grows mogt richly in high places, though the
fringes of it are beginning to creep into the valeys,
which is a sad thing. It does not shock me to hear
Bill say, "You've got a nerve, you 'ave; it would
shock me grievously to hear him say, 'You've got a
redundant inferiority complex'. But that kind of
vegetation is aready taking root in the valleys where
the smple peopledwell. Modern communications, as
we are fond of remarking, are rapid: and the corrupt
phrase passes easly from the pompous letter in The
Times to the Front Oﬁposition Bench, and so to the
street-corner orator, the public-house, and the home.

To-day, instead of 'fun’, we learn to speak of
‘entertainment-value’; instead of Tories we have
'the forces of reaction’; instead of games, 'recrea
tiona facilities. Instead of swords and guns there
are 'casualty-producing weapons." We no longer
work together: we co-operate according to a co-
ordinated plan. We do not work whole-time, but
‘'on a whole-time bass.

! '"They endorsed the proposition that the State should assume
direct responsibility for completing the manufacture of dl
casuaty-producing weapons ' (NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL)

8
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We do not hunger or starve; we exhibit evidences
of malnutrition, or our diet is characterized by pro-
tein deficiency. A book is not instructive; it has a
high education content. We say not 'What is wanted
is. .. but The requisites desiderated consst
in ... (Andrequisite, | see, in The TimesLiterary
Supplement, has grown to 'prerequisite, though in
the particular sentence the ‘pre’ adds nothi ng§ A
frontier is not 'defined’, nor ‘fixed', nor even 'deter-
mined’, but ‘delimited” or 'demarcated’; and it will
not be long, | suppose, before it is ‘delimitated'.

Now, not dl these expressons are base of origin
or bad by themselves. Human life to-day is so com-
|olex that it is often difficult to discuss it in simple
anguage. We cannot, obvioudly, explain the wire-
less, or the cinema, or an Unemployment Insurance
Bill, in honest Anglo-Saxon. We invent new words
or give a twist to old ones, we run for help, and
rightly, to ancient Latin and Greek. (It is amusing
to note that al the 'live modern devices get their
names from the 'dead’ languages. Even in politics
the latest thing is aways Latin—a 'quota, or a
'moratorium’, a 'referendum’, or 'propaganda.)

Not everything in the jungle is unpleasant. There
are noble trees and beautiful flowers. The Greek and
Latin roots, though exotic, may flourish and do good
service in our soil. But the forces which control
them are too %enerous and powerful for orderly
growth—free, but brief, education, the ‘popular’
Press, the cinema, the wirdess, ‘democratic’ palitics;
the rain is too kind, the sun is too fierce, and the
wind of communication that carries the seed too
wild. There is neither the discipline of the English
garden nor the decent profusion of the English wood.

! *Chahar is the back door into a huge, if sill undelimited,
cod-cdlar' (The Twnes).
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There is a jungle—a wild, tangled mass. The fine
trees crowd together and their branches mingle with-
out beauty or profit. And over dl climb the horrid
cregpers, making the confusion worse—the clinging,
choking, 'in view of's and ‘with respect to's—the
‘from the standpoint (or viewpoint) of's—and ‘in
connexion with's.

Is that clear?

No? Then we will give you an illustrative

EXERCISE

~ Trandate into modern Jungle English the follow-
ing passage from the Shorter Catechism:

'My duty towards my Neighbour, is to love him as
myself, and to do to dl men, as| would they should
do unto me To love, honour, and succour my
father and mother: To honour and obey the King,
and dl that are put in authority under him: To
submit myself to dl my governours, teachers, and
spiritual pastors and masters. To order myself
lowly and reverently to al my betters: To hurt
no body by word nor deed: To betrue and just in
al my deding: To bear no malice nor hatred in
my heart: To keep my hands from picking and
stedling, and my tongue from evil-speaking, lying
and slandering: To keep my body in temperance,
soberness, and chastity: Not to covet nor desire
other men's goods; but to learn and labour truly
to get mine own living, and to do my duty in that
dtate of life, unto which it shal please God to call
me

ANSWER

My duty towardsmyNeigh-  In connexion with my co-
bour, iStolovehimasmy- citizensageneral standard
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sdf, and to do to dl men, as
| would they should do un-
to me:

To love, honour and suc-
cour my father and mother:

To honour and obey the
King,and dl that areputin
authority under him:

To submit mysdf to al
my governours, teachers,
spiritual  pastors  and
masters. To order mysalf
lowly and reverently to dl
my betters:

To hurt no body by word
nor deed:

of mutual goodwill and re-
ciprocal non-aggression is
obviously incumbent upon
me; but a comprehensive
delimitation of my obliga
tions might be grouped
under four categories.

(A) Relations involving
the subordination of the
individual.

Among thesemust belisted
the observance of Statu-
tory and Common Law
demands with regard to
(a) parents and (b) the
Monarchy (including here
a co-operative attitude to-
wardscommissioned mem-
bers of the armed forces
and.'or responsible civil
servants, administrators,
local government bodies,
judges and police officers)
together with a measure
of deference towards non-
officia  authority (eg.
teachers, clergy., etc) in
o far as the same is com-
patible with an unfettered
development of the per-
sonality.

(B) Sociological relations
not involving subordina-
tion.

Abstention from personal
injury in an e or
fojrm,y whethe¥ veral?al or
otherwise, is the first de-
sideratum under this head,
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To betrue and just in dl
my dedling:

To bear no maice nor
hatred in my heart:

To keep my hands from
picking and stedling:

and my tongue from evil-
goe_aking, lying, and dan-
ering:

To keep my body in tem-
perance, soberness and
chagtity:

Not to covet nor desre
other men's goods;

but to learn and labour
trulytoget mineownliving,
and to do my duty in that

while hardly less impor-
tant is the need for high
integrity and veracity-
values in dl commercia
and business contacts,
coupled with, from the
socid standpoint, a non-
provocative and com-

munity-conscious  men-
tality.
(C) Limits of criminal
responsibility.

Pending the eventual abo-
lition of private property
it is necessary to deprecate
any active violation of the
legd code by which that
institution is buttressed*
and some attention to the
capitalist laws relating to
defamation, sedition, blas-
phemy, etc., will be found
advisable.

(D) Personal hygiene,

purity, etc.
Of paramountimportance,
but at this date need
hardly be stressed.

(E) Miscellaneous.

Subject to the reference to
private property under (C)
(above) thenatural craving
of the wealth-starved sec-
tions of the population for
augmented material

sessions should be kept in
check; and in the interim
the main issuefor the indi-
vidual seemsto liein some
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state of life unto which it  degree of concentration
shdl please God to cdl me.  upon the securing of econo-
mic independence and an
adequate standard of life
by means of intensive
education and 100 per cent
efficiency in the trade or
industry adopted, as the
casemay be, respectively.

You follow, Bobby? Any one who says, as afew
have sad, that | am obstructing the living growth'
of the language by frowning on 'useful neologisms is
erroneous, Bobby. If there are any 'neologisms in
the passage above they are not useful, asyou can see.
Yet my ‘Answer', believe me (for | read dl the
papers), isnot fantastic nor unjust. The sad thing is,
Bobby, that the worst Jungle stuff is the fruit only
of habit or sensdess imitation. We have generoudly
admitted that here and there the long manufactured
Anglo-Greek or Latin-French word is useful—and
even essentill—to the inventor, the doctor, the
lawyer, mechanic, psychologist, economist, and even
ﬁOHtICIan. But once a politician or 'socid worker'

as acquired the phrase 'protein ratio' or Vitamin
content’ he will never, in public, speak of ordinary
food again. And Tom, Dick and Harry, picking up
the dabs that fall from the scientific and palitical
tables, think that they must use nothing but these
new words too, in season and out of it, and whether
they understand what they are saying or not. Now

do this:
EXERCISE

Trandate the following passage into Jungle
English:
'In these days, when fear and preparation for
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war are again astir in the world, let us be thankful
that quiet government and peace prevail over so
large a part of the earth's surface, and that under
our flag offreedom so many millions eat their daily
bread, infar distant lands and climates, with none
to make them afraid.'

(From the King's speech, delivered in Westmin-
ster Hall, May 9th 1935)

ANSWER

'As regards the Empire, it is afactor for congratu-
lation that, concurrently with a process of wholesale
rearmament, due to fear on the part of Continental
nations, a substantial percentage of the world-
population subsists under peace conditions combined
with stability of government, added to which we can
quote satisfactory figures as respects the total
numbers receiving a measure of regular nutrition
oversess, in many cases located remote from the
Mother Country, and who enjoy a minimum of
apprehension due to our democratic institutions.'

The K_inq sad that he would dedicate himself
anew. Finel

The Sunday Times, at the head of a paragraph
commending the King's speeches, printed this:

'REDEDICATION'
Not so good!

Ribbon-Writing

The Times, in aleading article on 'Basic English,
exrtllblted a superb specimen, discovered | know not
where:

"The recently published English version of an
official diplomatic text contaned this sentence:
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"The unity of view of the participants in the con-
versations has been established regarding the excep-
tional importance at the present time of an all-
embracing collective organization of security on the
basis of theindivisibility of peace."'

The politicians, at least, will understand what |
mean when | cdl this 'Ribbon-Writing'.

There is some sad ribbon-writing in the official
statement of the Church Assembly concerning the
new Cinema Christian Council, whose objectsinclude
'the raising of the moral and aesthetic standards of the
cinema with a view to united action to secure, . . .
etc. It begins

Tor some years past it has been increasingly
felt by many of the leaders of Christian opinion
in this country that the time has come when steps
should be taken to form a council, on an inter-
denominational basis (gosh!), with the object of
focusing Christian thought and action on the
subject of the cinematograph. . . .

The Council, it is clear, will have abusy life during
the first few years raising its own 'literary standards.

EXERCISE
Trandate into Christian English the following:

'Under present conditions it is not feasible
arbitrarily to locate industry; we believe, how-
ever, the attractions and facilities which can be
offeredtoindustry . . . would probably sufficeto
secure that industry would adopt the location
desired.

(From the recommendations of a Departmental
Committee of the Ministry of Health)
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ANSWER

"We do not believe that industry can be compelled,
at present, to go where it is wanted, but it may
be persuaded to do so by the promise of specid
advantages.'

JUNGLE STUFF

A specia medal for this:

‘A Daily Mail reporter who made inquiries in
London learned that among Church leaders there
is no crystallized viewpoint towards spiritua
hedling.'

NOTE.—The Crydallized Viewpoint is not to be
confused with the Standpoint Glace or Frosted Angle.

'‘Are we quite sure that newly emancipated
woman has yet acquired a sound biological status,
or secured for hersdf a harmonious psycho-
physiological equilibrium?

(From a letter to the New Satesman)

The monument has the endorsation of church
authorities and socid service organizations. . . .
(Ottawa correspondent of The Statesman)]

"Telephone Amenities
Residents not wishing, at the time, to take a
cdl, can have their presence negatived by the

operator.’
(From a description of the joys of residence in a

new block of flats)
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The Liquidated Centre

'Herbert Morrison.! sad a smple Putney
Socidist, 'has nothing to learn from Stalin when
it comes to liquidating an oppositionist centre.’

‘Accordingly the personal factor of the driver
plays a preponderating part.'

(A Times Specia Correspondent, on aMotor Race)

Or, in other words, 'the driver matters most'.

Logorrhoea

. . . adefinite improvement in health can be
observed. It should be noticed in connexion with
the latter point that regular outdoor exercise is an
important contributing factor.'

(The Times)

| thought that | had invented logorrhoea—or, if
you prefer it, logorrhage. But | am told that some
other great man was before me. It mattersnot. The
disease continues; and like pyorrhoea (see the tooth-
paste advertisements) it afflicts three out of four.

This sentence is taken from a philanthropic letter
on the leader-page of The Times. The writer wishes
to say that regular outdoor exercise helps to give a
man good health. Not a new, startling, or compli-
cated thought; but the worthy fellow has had to use
nineteen words to expressit. Notice, warriors, with
fierce delight: 'in connexion with the latter point’,
and: 'is an important contributing factor'.

‘A land unacquainted with the blessings of
opi nionative co-ordination, asappliedin someother
countries.'

(London Correspondent of the Montreal Gazette—
writing ironically, | know, but—!)
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'Serilize’
~ The sadlite town, with its wide belt of steril-
ized land, is a concrete proposition; but works are

essential to anchor the population, and no practi-
cd or certain means of planting these has yet been

uggested. . .
(The Times)

Enormous aress of paper are overrun by this sort
of sentence every day, and the red point of interest
is the use of the word 'sterilized’. This smple verb,
Bobby, means 'to make dterile; and 'serile means:
‘Barren: not producing fruit or offspring, (i) Of soil,
acountry, etc.; Unproductive of vegetation. 1572

But in the sentence quoted, and in dl officia taks
about Town-planning and Green Bélts, the word is
used in a precisdly contrary sense. For the Town-
planners and Green-Belters, when they propose to
'Steriliz€ a given area, mean that it shal not be
derile, that it shal produce nothing but vegetation
and natural life, as opposed to buildings. It is like
saying that you will cultivate land when what you
mean is build on it. Very odd. The politicians, no
doubt, will defend their baseness as a smple exten-
son of the medical 'seriliz€. But that will not do.
For when the doctor 'sterilizes an instrument he
realy does make it barren of anima and vegetable
life. Beddes it is a little unfair, even for a Town-
planner, to treat every human habitation as the
equivaent of bacteria or bugs.

'Well,' the Town-planner replies, 'you know what
we mean by "derilize’, at leadt, and If you don't like
it, what do you suggest?

It is not, Town-planner, our job to provide you
with a Christian vocabulary; but, constructive as
aways, we do suggest that it is quite unnecessary for
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you to use your 'sterilizé in this imbecile manner
while there are such smple words as 'preserve
and 'protect’ available. Your intention is noble and
beautiful—to Ermve the country, to keep the
land green. Why use an ugly word which smells of
|odoform’? Let your statute spesk of ‘protected
(Fr&eerved areas, or, better dill, "green
IandS' (s defined in Section 389 (2) (6))'. 'It is not
truly quicker to say 'South Surrey shal be sterilized'
than to say 'South Surrey shal be kept green’

| would rather you manufactured a new adjective,
'green- kept or a new verb, 't0 evergreen’, than
spoke of ‘sterilizing' our beloved fields. And, snce
you ask me, | think the best course is for the ‘town-
planning and housi ng world to adopt as a technical
term 'greenland’ (one word) to signify what you
would now call 'a statutory sterilized area. Your
sentence would then begin: 'The satellite town, with
its wide belt of greenland . . .

It would be as easy, surely, to impose that term
upon the nation as it has been to make it swalow
'sterilized. Now leave me.

P.S. Since these words first appeared in print |
have not seen 'sterilize' anywhere. | think, brothers,
that we do not fight in vain.

Dolichologia

‘The effort to rehabilitate Parliamentarianism
promiseswell. . . .
(Fromanarticleby MR. E. H. PICKERING, M.P.)

'Say "Rehabilitate Parliamentarianism” ', | hear,
is the new order a Vine Street on Boat Race Night.

EXERCISE
Write a poem containing these beautiful words:
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ANSWER

The land will not be liberated
From sorry strife and schism

Till we have rehabilitated
Parliamentarianism.

Diploma Piece

‘[t does not mean that we are in any danger of
valetudinarianizing our conception of "Ftness'.
(TheBoy)

'‘Count A. was made the recipient of a national
presentation.’ . _
(The Times Literary Supplement]

It is more blessed to be made the recipient than
to receive.

‘At this Juncture’
Why not use 'now', 'then’, or 'yet'?
‘The Italian standpoint is that at the present

juncture the League has no locus standi in the
dispute. . ..

‘Unilateral' Pact or Treaty

The essence of a 'pact’ being an agreement be-
tween two or more parties, a 'unilateral’, or ‘one-
sded' pact, is raving nonsense.

THE 'RE-DE' PERIL
Redecontamination

'Re’ and 'De' verbs are a menace.  Was it neces-
sary, for example, to add the word 'Derestriction’ to
our language In order to say that the speed-limit
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would no longer be enforced on certain roads? Would
not 'exemption’ or 'liberation' have served as well
and sounded better?

But the Golden Star (with Epithets) of our Order
goes to a Genera who has joined our ranks. He
sends me a museum-piece of re-de work—the word,
believe it or not, 'redecontamination'.

‘Decontamination’, he tells me, is part of the
special vocabulary of the gallant fellows who are
learning how to save us from the next air-raids. It
is defined as 'the process of cleansing contaminated
personnel, material or ground by the removal,
neutralization or destruction of blister gas. (But
since it is the process of cleansing why not say
cleansing—or cleaning—and leave it at that?) Soon
the question arose, says the warrior: 'Supposing the
Blister Gas showed signs of beating the Bleaching
Paste? And the answer from high places was. 'A
process of redecontamination would be advisable.'

Let us, dear printer, have it in large black capitals
for a perpetual shame and warning to the enemy, so:

RE-DE-CON-TAMINATION!
Gosh!

Multilongihmaticol abehsm

‘It remains to find some word to take the place
of "isolationism" as descriptive of the American
position. At the risk of adding to the already
staggering list of neologisms which bedevil the

purist | suggest "unilateralism".
(The Times Washington Correspondent)

| hate to shoot the poor man, for, clearly, he is
doing his best; but we can not have 'unilateralism’
to describe Americas 'position’. It is too long, and

3
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means nothing at al—unless it means 'the theory or
policy of being one-sded’, which, as applied to the
United States, is the language of a madman. Why
must every one's ‘position’ have one of these centl-
peda lunatic labels, which say too little or too much
—or nothing at al? ‘A few illugtrations.” the writer
says, 'may take the place of definition.' | read most
carefully the ‘illustrations and | till have not the
tiniest notion of what is meant by 'unilateralism'.
But | conclude that 'isolationism' istoo strong. Then
why not 'aloofness? And, if that will not serve (I do
not like it much myself), why not, Sir, describe the
‘position’ in your own words, and leave the label out?

'Re-condition’

A comrade breaks a noble lance with the verb 'to
recondition’, and will receive a medal. | see with
shame that His Majesty's Government propose in a
White Paper to 'recondition’ the Navy.” But | see
with delight and surprise that for once the SO.E.D.
does not acknowledge the existence of the filthy
verb. How couldit? Thereisno verb ‘to condition
(in the sense intended?); they do not 'condition’ a
new naval vessd (or, if they do, | warn them not to
doit again), so how can they ‘'recondition’ one? Yes,
| know that you know what they mean; but that is
not enough. You would know what a man meant
who sad that he was going to ‘reposition’ his car in
the garage or 'resituation' a cook whom he had dis-
missed; but that would not, | hope, prevent you
from running a sharp sword through his gizzard.

These bastard '€ verbs need watching, comrades.

! Why not 'refit' (1666) ? But look at these.—-
RE-CONDITIONING THE WORKLESS—(Glasgow Herald)
RECONDITIONING OF BOYSFORHOTEL AND CATERING TRADES

(Ministry of Labour)

2 And it should not exist in any sense. See page 176.
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| remember in the days of the slent films seeing this
legend on the screen:

DAWN AT THE MONASTERY
JASPER RE-SPEAKS HIS LOVE

But some of our enemies, wriggling under the
knife, whine feebly thus. 'If we are not to use these
insanitary words, how are we to say what we mean?
Besides, our words are shorter.'

They are not shorter. That is one answer. It is
a frequent error to suppose that one horrible long
word is shorter than two or three good short
ones, that if you call a spade an excavator you are
being modern, progressve, and vastly efficient.
'Redecontamination’, for example, contains seven-
teen letters, but 'second clean' has only eleven, and
no typist would require to have it spelt.

Not that brevity or the itch for hurry would be a
good defence for ‘redecontamination’ it it were only
eight letters long.

It is no defence to a charge of walking about in-
decently clothed that one was late and could not
think what towear. Any staff officer who istempted
to write about redecontamination must think again
and go on thinking until he has thought of some-
thing better; and If he cannot think of anything
better he must smply give up the notion of dis
cussing the subject.

But where the enemy is chastened and reasonable
we are willing to help him if we can. | have received
a very reasonable, amost pathetic ap from a
Birmingham gentleman concerning the 'to you
odious but to me convenient word, to "recondi-
tion". What.' he says, 'can | useinstead? Takethe
Housing Act, 1930, hesays. He wants to talk about
'schemes for reconditioning houses. Must he, a my
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command, talk about 'schemes for the treatment of
houses in accordance with the bye-laws in the area
for securing the improvement of housing conditions
therein? The answer is in the negative.

~ ""Repair".' hesays, 'is not exact, for "recondition-
ing" means more than that. It means improving the
object until it conforms to a standard now, not
formerly, imposed.'

Well, my dear old Birmingham boy, the answer is
smple. You areevidently thedave of official verbi-
age. Far from being a seeker after brevity and
swiftness you would rather have along word than a
short, because without along word you do not feel
that anything important is being done. You have

ourself used twice what seems to me a perfect word
or your purpose—Improve’. It says, to me—and,
it seems, to you—all that ‘recondition’ says, and it
is not offensive. So why not 'House-Improvement
Scheme™? Or 'Schemes for Improving Houses? Or
you may, if you like, be a little precious and talk
about House-betterment. (I am not keen on 'better-
ment.' but | like 'betterment’ better than 'recondi-
tioning.) Or, if you will not be happy without a're,
you may use 'reconstruct’; for ‘construct' is a good
verb, and ‘condition’, as | think | have hinted, stmks.

No, Birmingham, thank you for your pleasant
letter, but we will not have ‘reconditioning’. Don't
you see, dear old fellow, that the next horror will be
‘deconditioned'—for a house that is demolished or
has fallen down? And at last, maybe, we shdl have
‘derecondition’ or "redecondition'—though what they
will mean | cannot imagine.

'‘Deratizatiori

| have many zealous and faithful warriors in the
armed forces of the Crown, and al good sallors and
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soldiers are with us. The odd—and sad—thing is
that dolichological Iongr]yerbosty and 're-fever
rage increasingly in the higher ranks of the strong
slent Services, where the orders and operations are
devised. Theman of action, in hisofficial utterances,
is far more wordy than the despised attorney. In-
deed, the best lawyers are masters of concise and
clear expression. But a staff officer, preparing for
battle, assumes that Providence is on the side of the
bigwords.

| hope that in the next war, when they send us
home from the firing-line, they will not think it
necessary to say that they are 'evacuating' us.
That can be | eft to the hospitals

A naval officer tellsmethat, once ayear, thereis
(or used to be) a 'Rat-Week' in every dockyard,
during which intensive war is waged on the rat, in
ships, shops and warehouses. And afew years ago,
at a certain port, the Rat-Orders were full of the new
and pretty word: 'Deratization’. Methods of 'de-
ratization', for example, wereto be reported in order
of merit.

| did not think that | should meet 'deratization’
again. But here is a letter sent to me by a gallant
warrior in India

'GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL

'Office of the Port Health Officer

'Dear Sirs,
‘With reference to your letter dated the 3rd
April 1933 and in confirmation of the telephonic

! But sec The Times (June 4th 1935) 'The mass evacuation of
Quettaisproceeding . . . 10,000 survivors have been evacuated
to acamp' The two senses—to empty' and 'to transport'-—in

asingle paragraph!
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conversation of this morning, | have to inform
you that the SS. will be inspected by the
Fumigation Inspector for this Department at
8 am. on Sunday, the 7th instant, for the purpose
of granting a deratization exemption certificate as
applied for by you.

'Y oursfaithfully,
Tort Health Officer (Offg.)

| should ill, after reading that letter, have sought
some charitable explanation; but my warrior assures
me that 'deratize’ (or is it 'deratizate'?) redly does
mean 'kill rats.

Is there, | wonder, Bobby, a 'demousization
exemption certificate'?

Outrageat the FilmInstitute

Then | was shocked to see a 'Monthly Film
Bulletin' of the British Film Institute (which was
st up to put more 'culture’ on the screen). It is
headed 'Educational Films Section’, and contains
some searching criticism of numerous films. In
an account of afilm distributed by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries | found these fragments
of culture:

(1) Thede-ratization of shipsand the rat-proofing
of structures could with advantage be
treated more fully.'

(2) 'Asahealthfilm, more attention to this aspect

would be valuable'
(MEDICAL PANEL)

EXERCISE

‘As a health film." What exactly is the gramma-
tical status of these four words in the sentence
quoted?
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ANSWER

Bondess Wonder.

They must be valuable criticswho have so delicate
a sense of words The Film Institute, like other
‘educational’ bodies, is, | suppose, so deeply obsessed
with the protection of our morals that it has no time
for the protection of our language. But that is
much more easily corrupted. A child forgets a bad
film to-morrow; but it remembers a wicked word.
Few children have suffered, morally, from the films;
but dl can sneer 'Sez you!" And soon, no doubt, they
will be singing songs about The Deratizationer's
Daughter".

'Reaction , 'Reactionary’

These brutes, no doubt, have cometo stay; but by
throwing a stone or two we may take alittle of the
swagger out of them.

'Reaction’ meant, first, 'the repulsion or resistance
exerted by a body in opposition to the impact or
pressure of another body’. So, when the first North
American citizen sad that the 'popular reaction to
what-not would be favourable' there was no rea
cause for complaint. And even I'd be glad to know

our reactions to our American institutions was
ogica, though loathly (snce he meant no more than
'‘What do you think about . . .").

But then (in 1801, | see) some lazy fellow, mided
by the 're/, concluded that 'reaction’ meant not a
'response to a particular stimulus but a ‘working
backwards; and so it came to be used for 'a move-
ment towards the reversa of an existing tendency
or state of things—'a return, or desire to return to
a previous condition of affairs. Thus, at the end of
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the Napoleonic Wars there was, no doubt, in this
bastard sense, a 'reaction’ towards peace

Well and good, or bad, asyou prefer. But thereis
%et one more stage in the development of thisill-bred

rute. 'Reaction’ now means not any 'return, desire
to return, etc.’, but a return which is contemplated
or defended by ypur enemy] and, most often, a
return which is prompted by a desire to grind the
faces of the poor and 'sabotage the forces of pro-
gress.

This is not merely odd, but erroneous and mis-
leading. For five or six years | suggested that the
Sﬁ%d of motor-cars had increased and ought to be
checked. | washitterly described asa'reactionary'.
Those who maintain that the income-tax has
increased and ought to return to a former level are
described as 'reactionaries’. But what of those who
think that national armaments are increasing and
should berestored to aformer level? Evidently they
should be described as 'reactionaries, too But no
—they are 'progressives; and they are fonder
trr]lap) any of caling others 'reactionaries. Why is
this’

The word is not needed. Speak, if you like, of the
forces of obstruction, the foes of change, the apostles
of Privilege, the enemies of Reform and Progress
(though Progress is another 'Question-Beggar'),” but
kill this mean and imbecile sneer-word, whose history
isalong procession of errors. Those who have been
using it hitherto may plead ignorance, but after the
publication of this Work no Christian will have any
excuse for speaking bitterly of ‘the forces of reaction’

ain. The only true meaning of that is ‘the forces
which control the response of a body to the contact
of another body"'.

1 See 'Witch-words, page 229.
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LABOUR-SAVERS
Dis-, De-, Re-, In-, Un-, and Non-

Most of us seem to suppose that if we take a good
word and put dis-, de-, re-, in-, un-, or non- in front
of it we make an equally [qood ‘word. This is not
aways true. No one would think of saying non-
sober when he meant drunk; but when we aretalking
pompously about 'financial equilibrium® it is not so
easy to indicate the absence of equilibrium. Hastily
we pull out a 'disequilibrium’ and say, 'What a good
boy am 1" Here is a to me, new word in the
financial news, which speaks of people 'dishoarding
gold'. Shorter, no doubt, than 'selling—or releasing
—their hoarded gold', but | do not admit the com-
manding importance of speed, whether in motoring
or writing

Now, ‘equilibrium' is an exact word—an 'absolute
word, like 'absolute’ or 'unique’; to add 'dis- to
it does not make another exact word but a vague
and feeble word. | like 'disequilibrium' as little as
| should like ‘disabsolutely" for 'not quite', or
‘disunique’ for ‘common’. Here and there, Bobby,
we shadl be compelled to take the essy course,
because there is no other (I confess, for example,
that | do not know how 'ae(fact of non-aggression
could be otherwise described); but we can at least
realize that we are falling below perfection, and only
do it when we must. Take 'to disassemble’ (an
engine), beloved by certain low fellows in the motor-
trade. What a wicked word! Dis-assamblel The
engineers of our glorious Navy say 'strip an engine—
swift and metaphorical and true. That should be
good enough for any motor-monger ashore. But his
eye has been caught, perhaps, by ‘disequilibrium’ in
The Times, and he thinks that he may do likewise.
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So, Bobby, whenever you are tempted to say ‘dis-
equilibrium’, remember that, whether that can be
defended or not, you will be putting dangerous ideas
into the innocent heads of the motor-trade.

De-fever

'Dezincification’ (Engineers Report)

'‘Methods of dehumidifying the air', in submarines
(a Nava officer).

A warrior tells me that, during a tour of the
London Docks, a guide sad 'It takes two and a half
hours to de-water the dock'.

Do you, | wonder, Bobby, 'de-water' your bath—
or 'dehumidify' your ears?

To-day's Double

". . . the disinfection, de-insectization and de-
ratization of air-craft.’
(Sudan Government Gazette)

'‘Basis

‘Basis isavery useful labour-saver; and when we
do not see clearly how to end our sentences, or per-
haps do not know exactly what we want to say, the
best thing we can do Is to bring in 'basis. See
‘Jungle English',

. . . seps should be taken to form a council,
on an interdenominational bass. . . .

(Official statement of the Church Assembly concern-
ing the Cinema Christian Council)

'. . . and make a full enquiry on the bass of
Article 15 of the Covenant.'

(Daily Herald)
Lo emplo%/er'_s decison to cut sdaries on
the bass of cogt-of-living statistics. . . .

(Datfy )
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.. . will issue bills of exchange on a three-
months' bass. . . .
(News Chronicle)

(First Prize—Diploma)
The Labour Party must be built up on a rock-

bottom basis!
(Daily Herald: in a letter)
Sug-words

If more ﬁeople do not eventuate, the meeting
will not be held.’ _
(Caught in Bromley-by-Bow by a curate-warrior)

Then Mr. Badwin must ﬁhow_u?] that it was
necessary in any grouping that might eventuate.
(ng STAFFORD CRIPPS)

The argument is that as the Franco-Soviet
Pact will dso oblige the Soviets to come to the
assigtance of France in the same eventuality. . . .

(Observer)

| may be aone in this, but | detest 'eventuate'
and 'eventuality’. | see that 'eventuate’ was first
used in the United States in 1789, and 'eventuality’
in 1828, | know not where. But 'event' is dated
1573 and 'result’ is very old; and both are good
words. So we make an adjective out of 'event—
eventual: and some hog adds an 'ity' to the adjective
and the solemn lexicographer welcomes the reptile
into his book. These words increase like duckweed
or the lower forms of animd life: and | wonder that
‘eventualitarian’ has not yet emerged from the warm
swamps in which the sug-words are born. What
would it mean? Well, you see, Bobby, some poor
dupes persuade themselves now that 'eventuality’
has the subtle and valuable meaning of a 'possible (as
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opposad to an ‘actual’) event. And 'eventualitarian’
would mean 'of or pertaining to a possible event” and
then you would have such sentences as | have
quoted finishing in this way:
'. . . the assistance of France in the eventuali-
tarian struggle.’

Dol rave? No. Consider 'reorientate’, 'differen-
tiate', 'disassociate, 'authoritarian’, and—O Goshl—
‘effectuate’. WHAT a word! You will read about
one 'diet’ now for ten 'dietaries. | suppose that
aready there are 'dietarians and from there we snall
pass easly to the verb 'to dictate’. From there to
‘dedietate’ (to cease dieting). We may even have
‘eventuaize’ (to make an event possible), asin:

"It was the War that eventualized this marriage.'
And'eventualizer":
'Mr. Anthony Eden, the real eventualizer of
foreign policy. . . .
From which it is but a short stage to 'eventualiza-
tion'.
Tread on them all.

EXERCISE

Trandate into Jungle English:
'We may see big changes in 1936

ANSWER

1936 may be differentiated by substantial
eventudities.'

'Effectuate

... or otherwise howsoever to effectuate the
withdrawal of the people of Western Australia
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., . and to effectuate the restoration of Western
Australia to its former status. . . .'

(Western Australids Petition to the British
Parliament)

'Effectuation of this purﬁose required that each
should practise properly the art of navigation.'
(From an article in a'Service' quarterly review)

So let us hope that each proved himsef effectua-
tional. Why not ‘accomplish?

‘Delimitation of function'
Why not 'definition? ‘Ware ‘redelimitation’!

'Foot-consciousness

'If you are a man the fair sex will suddenly
becomeyou-conscious' o
(Daily Paper, 'Birthday Predictions)
‘Then for the feet-—and foot-consciousness in-
creases with the coming of warmer days—thereis
alotion which . ..
(Windsor Magazine)

Toot-consciousness'  Golly! And yet, brothers,
| welcome this odious thing. For it may be the last
touch of absurdity which will put an end to thewhole
cult and tribe of ‘air-mindedness, ‘class-conscious-
ness, ‘community-awareness, ‘peace-mentality’,
'‘God-hunger' (see page 91), et horrid cetera. When
any one, Bobby, bids you acquire 'air-mindedness,
reply 'Foot-consciousness to you, Sir, with corng!’

The Two Defences

A Harley Street doctor, speaking for a Dutchman
charged with driving a car under the influence of
drink, wrote to the Court thus:
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The past week has been a period of unparalleed
jubilation, with which defendant and his fellow-
countrymen have unreservedly identified them-
selves! It was solely in connexion with the general
feding of enthusiasm throughout the community
that he undoubtedly took more than was good for
him. The circumstances, | think, justify mitiga
tion of the consequences.

(Daily Mirror]
(56 words—306 | etters)

Much sound and little said. This, Bobby, is the
careful utterance of an educated man of 1935 a
distinguished member of alearned profession. Now
read how, in 1728, a smple ship's cook urged the
same plea: that great loyalty to the Crown ought to
excuse misbehaviour.

Here is William Sidwell, defending himself at the
London Sessions, on a charge of putting Elizabeth
Woodnot in fear and taking from her a Cloth Cloak,
value one shilling.

PRISONER. 'As for the Pistol and Powder, | can
give a good account how | came by them. | was
Cook of a Ship, that was just come from New
England, in company with another Ship, and our
Captain invited the other Captain on board our Ship,
and that Captain brought his Cook with him: and
this Cook was more expert than I, intalking, and
teling Stories and singing a Song, and besides he
could dance, and tumble and play twenty tricks to
make Diversion: and your Captains, you know, love
to have their Frolicks when they are at sea.  So that
this Captain sat great Store by this Cook, and this
Cook took a great liking to me, and says he, "Let's

! See 'l dentified with'—L 'affaire Potts, page 143.
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take some Cartridges of Powder and make Wildfire to
run about the Streets, for the Glory of God, that we are
come safe to old England!” And so | came by this
Powder, sweet Jesus Almighty knows it to be true.
And as for the Pistal, this Cook was a Hanoverian,
and a loyal Soul he was to his Majesty, and so he
gave me this Pistol, and we drank our Sovereign
Lord King George's Health, and at every Glass we
fired off aPistol in honour of the Royal Family: and
the Lord above knows that this is the whole truth of
the matter, and that | had this Pistol on no other
Account than to show my Loyalty.'

COURT. 'And how came you to Angel Court?

PRISONER. 'God knows that, for | was elevated,
and can't give a particular Account; only | remem-
ber we came from on board about 4 in the Afternoon,
and this Cook row'd us ashore with the wrong Ends
of the Oars; and | believe he had some relations that
liv'd about Angel Court, and so | might bear him
Com%a}ny; and tho' | had a Pistol and Powder, | had
no Ball.'

COURT. 'But it seems you had smal Pebbles
How came you by them?

PRISONER. 'Pebbles? Why, | remember we were
heaving Ballast the Day before, and the Cook and |
threw many a Shovelful of Ballast at one another
for Sport, and so | suppose some of it got into my
Pocket. | have a great many Captains to speak to
my Character, tho it happens that none of them are
here; but | am an innocent lame Man, and if | suffer,
it iswilful Murder." The jury found him guilty.

EXERCISE

We cannot expect a busy physician to achieve the
eloguence and ingenuity of William Sidwel; nor
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would it have done the Dutchman much good if he
had tried. But, having read them both, Bobby, let
us consider whether the Doctor could have done his
job with shorter words and better effect. These
‘circumstances  and ‘consequences and 'in con-
nection with's' are habitual to most of us, but are they
necessary?

ANSWER

This has been, for En%Iand, aweek of jubilation,
in which our friends the Dutch have generously
joined. Without doubt the defendant took more
than was good for him, through his innocent desire
to share our joy. But this was the only cause of his
offence, and so | hope that he may be excused.'

(55words—226 | etters)

| do not say that our version would have saved the
Dutchman from his heavy fine (£25) or is beautiful
English; but it is, | think, alittle more moving, and
fewer words are wasted. The point to be noted,
Bobby, is that we have no more tried to ‘write like
abook' than poor William Sdwell, who, by the way,
was hanged.



INTERVAL FOR GOOD STUFF

Here and there, Bobby, to break the monotony of
crime and punishment and instruction, | shal give
you some Good Stuff. But my parcels of good stuff
will not be provided by professional writers; for |
want to expe from your mind the notion that only
the professor and the poet have the duty or capacity
to use the King's English well.

Y ou have heard already alittle of the King's own
English (page 14). Hereisthe Speaker of the House
of Commons addressing His M ajesty in Westminster
Hall (May 9th 1935):

"Y our M gjesty's high office has been enriched by
the personality of Him who holds it. You have
shared in the nation's trials and triumphs; You
have sorrowed and rejoiced with Your people;
Your wisdom and fortitude have steadied the
national temper; with the gracious aid of the
Queen, You have won by Your sympathy and
kindliness something warmer than allegiance and
profounder than loyalty. To-day You are more
than Sovereign: You are Head of the Family, and
of a Nation and an Empire You have made a
Household

"Twenty-five years ago You defined the tasks
of a Sovereign as "the safeguarding of the
treasures of the past" and "the preparing of the
path of the future". Your Majesty has nobly ful-
filled both duties. We look back with grateful
hearts upon the past, and with confidence we
await the future. We offer you, with deep respect
and affection, the homage of a free Parliament,
and we pray that, by the blessing of Almighty
God, You will long continue to be the Sovereign
of a proud and devoted People.

A 37



Il
'VALUABLE NEOLOGISMS'

A CCORDING to one of the Jubilee films, in 1910
King George was ‘coronated’. In a magazine
caled Drama a play is said to have been 'premiated
—that is, performed for the first time.
~ We do not, warriors, as some have supposed, ob-
ject to the invention of any new word, nor to every
new use of an old one; we would not trample ruth-
lesdy on the Valuable neologisms (what a word!)
which maintain the 'natural growth' of the language.
We know that the dang of to-day may be a heading
in The Times to-morrow. (Consider, for example,
the odd word 'bonus'.; _
Emerson (I am told) said:

'Language is never stationary. New words are
constantI% being formed; living words are con-
stantly changing their meaning, expanding, con-
tracting, gaining or losing caste, taking on moral
or spiritual significance, and old words, though
Id(_)ng sanctioned by custom, sometimes wither and

ie’

Quite.

But would Emerson have apprqved the use of the
verbs 'to service' and 'to coronate’ t()jy people already
ﬁossessng_ the verbs 'to crown' and 'to serve? He

ad in mind a cultivated and disciplined growth.
He lived in an age when the English-speakers

1 Which means (if anything) a good man It should be
;I)gr?u;n'—deﬁcribing a good thing Originally Stock Exchange

2 £jlblsm 'Coronate Him the King of Kings! (HymnsA. & M.)
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respected the language more than we do now, or, at
least, had fewer opportunitiestoinjureit. Not much
damage was done then if the barbarian flung a vile
new verb into the air; for it might go no farther than
his own domain. But the barbarian's vile new verb
may be seen or heard by the million to-day, and
is half-way round the English-speakingh world to-
morrow." "Due to' many things we have more
barbarians, and 'due to' our many inventions they
can do more harm.

The influence of 'modern communications' has
been much over-estimated. They have not secured
the peace of Europe, nor improved the understanding
of Man, nor damaged the moras of England, so
strongly as some wise men expected.  But their work
upon the English language is rapid and powerful, is
visble and audiblein every street. Here, a least, the
world is truly new. 'Growth' isno longer 'natural’.
The old, dow sdlective process has gone, and 'pop-
ular usage’ in England means often an illiterate
but seductive mannerism in New York or Caifornia.
Y et, while Mr. Hay on one sde of the Atlantic, and
Mr. Shortt on the other, are sedulously preventing
the corruption of their countrymen's morals through
the cinema, no authority (except the B.B.C.) seems
to care what anybody does to their language.
Indeed, so timid are we dl becoming that reputed
highbrows invent elaborate defences for the imbecile
'OK.', and if men and women are not caled ‘guys
and ‘janes a book is thought to be old-fashioned.
[t may be sad that these are trivial and passin
follies, but thg?/ take a very long time passing. An
S0 they will aways, Bobby—wake upl—if you do
not worry about words, suspect ‘popular usage,

! Consider 'Deratization’, invented, | am told, by some
Frenchmen at Geneva, and now accepted m every British port
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and decline to be the dave of habit, Hollywood, or
of moddof,

No doubt, we must have new names for our new
things and notions.  But that is not to say that every
lively barbarian who wants to sdl a soap, a scenario,
or a 'sensation’ is entitled to invent his own new
words, and that we are to st slent or applauding,
from fear of obstructing the 'natural growth' of the
language. That, brothers, would befudge! Wehave
seen already what shame and ugliness may come to
the English language if its 'natural growth’ is left to
the gangster, thefilm-manufacturer, and the feverish
sub-editor. Our North American friends may per-
suade themselves that abeautiful new 'live' language
is emerging from the mess, but we are not to be
deemed obsolete or obstructive if we reserve our
judgment.

S0, brothers, we who care and think about words
have a right and duty to examine the 'new entry’,
}/ylt.hout fear or favour, by whatever test we think'is
itting

The new word should, if possible, be elegant rather1
than _uglé and not only mean well but sound well;
and it should not wantonly violate the accepted
rules which govern our words, their breeding and
employment.  Popular dang is one thing, but the
introduction into public life of along word with a
Greek or Latin root is another: and here there is no
good reason why we should not breed our words as
carefully as our horses. A man may improve the
thoroughbred; he may usefully breed an intelligent
mongrel;, but he must not recklessy produce a
monster.” At least, if he does produce a monster,

; See 'Stockist!, page 45 o
See ggﬁpendlx I, 'Entrance Examination for Words and
Phrases Ing Admission to the English Language'.
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he must be able to Tplead necessity; there must be a
gap for the filling of which he cannot find an elegant
or well-bred word.

With this impossibility the new mechanical and
political contrivances confront us often to-day.
Televison' is a monster—half Greek, haf Latin;
but we might have had worse; certainly it seemed
|mﬁoss ble to find a better word." From Hippodrome
(ahorse-run) we passed easlly to aerodrome (an air-
run) and no great harm was done (though why not
flying-field' or 'sky-port'?). 'Air-port' is good, but
‘air-drome ghaﬂIK_; and when some innocent trades-
man elects to cdl his skating-rink a SPORTS DROME

or FUN DROME), then, brothers, we must challenge

the new-comer. For Sports Dromeis not only offen-
Sive—because it is pretentious, and its crestor does
not know what he Is doing—but unnecessary. We
can very essly describe a skating-rink, or Hall of
Sport, without taking half a Greek word and applying
it to something which it does not fit.” _

And, by the same tests, 'to service, 'to premiate,
'to condition’, and hundreds more of your 'neolog-
isms are to be condemned. Here is no new gap
which urgently demands to be filled. Here is not
'life' but laziness, not growth but ignorance, and if a
man cannot convey a smple thought to the vast
audience of English-speakers without such dovenly
inventions he had better go out of business. He may
think that we are snobs or pedants, but that is
hardly relevant; the point, once more, is that he
does not know his job.

. One of my warriors strongly urges the claims of ‘teleopsis,
‘teleoptical’, etc. These, no doubt, will cause derision now, but
they are not funnier than 'telephone’ or 'optical’, and, if recom-
mended earlier, might have prevailed The ‘televiewers, |
suppose, would then have become 'teleops’

2 But not at Portsmouth, where a Fun Fair is described as an
'‘Automachima and Sportanum'.
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Brief (but adeguate) Discursion on Sang

Toward dlang, Bobby, we must show neither
automatic disdain nor cowardly adulation. Much of
the North American dang is vivid, amusing, clever,
and valuable; but mogt of it seems to me to be no
better than baby talk, unintelligible to any one
except the baby, and discarded by him before six
months have passed. It is one part 'natural growth'
and nine parts a nervous disorder. It is St Vitus's
Tak. 'American dang.' said an apologist recently,
is language which has taken its coat off!" | think
of it, reluctantly, aslanguage which is always taking
its trousers off (and vaguely prancing in the street).

In the rugged books about 'guys who 'bump of T
'dames’ the favourite mot used to be 'Get to hell out
of herel" It is now, | see 'Get the hdl out of it!'
Next year—another grand advance—it may be 'Get
in hell from thisl" North American citizens have
complained indignantly to English humorists that
their American dang is out-of-date or inaccurate. It
may well be s0; but | cannot see that it matters.
At whatever moment a nervous twitch is photo-
graphed the effect will be the same. And you,
Bobby, are never to consider yourself stagnant be-
cause you do not imitate each new squirt and splutter
of the North American language.

One great joke isthat in the continual effort to be
swift and snappy the dangsters become at last ver-
bose and dilatory. In the very latest work of the
Tough School the author and the characters in
back of** whenever they mean 'behind' and ‘where
when they mean 'that’ or 'how', and 'right away’

1| am told that 'in back of (for 'behind) is heard dl day in
British film studios, where dick Americans are workin

. This
saves time, Bobby—as do ‘check up on', and 'face up%o’ and
'meet up with', and 'itisup to usto’ (for 'we must').
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when they mean 'now'. 'Maybe theyfigcl?er how' by
dropping an 'of, 'the!, or 'have’ here and there the{
are being very virile and economical ('l got to wal
a couple blocks, 'She wouldn't left me'); but for
every word saved thus on the swings about Sx are
logt on the roundabouts.

Some of their most successful inventionsare found,
upon examination, to be old English words dug (very
wisdly) out of our dictionaries. 'Racket’, for ex-
ample, best-known word in the New World, is in
my Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, and is dated
1812—'(slang) A trick, dodge, scheme, game, line
of business, or action'.

EXERCISE

Trandate the passages below into swift, econo-
mica American Tough Tak (1935 model):

ANSWER

'l thought shed faint.'

'Ifiggeredher tofaint.'

That scent costs money.'

"That perfume costs dough.'

I must give her that' (credit).

"' got to hand it to her for that.'

'He never guessed?

'He never got next to it?'

"I thought they'd laugh at me.'

' figgered how maybe they'd give me the laugh.'

To belaud or imitate this language, Bobby, may
indicate a broad mind, but is more likely to be an
example of inverted snobbery. However, this Work
is not concerned with North American dang, but
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with the efforts of the true English-speskers to spesk
English.

Note on Elegance

| maintain—don't fidget, Bobby!—that words
are made to be spoken; and therefore the perfect
word must have music as well as meaning. It is
not always possible, | know, to secure both qualities;
but that should be our aim and criterion. A word
which cannot be spoken does not deserve to exist;
indeed, it does not truly exist. So, of two words
which convey the same thought the one which is
easer to say must be preferred; and a word (how-
ever clearly understood) which it is difficult or im-
possible to read aoud without stutterinﬁ, coughing,
and splttlng should li)e rejected, if there is any

eakable dternative.” Sometimes, | know, as in
the 'scientific’ and industrial worlds, there is no

eskable alternative; but, as a rule, with a little
thought we can find one. At dl events, we should
make the attempt. Therefore, Bobby, cultivate an
ear for words; listen to your words and sentences as

ou write them, and test them 'for sound™ as well as

or snse. Many Englishmen—and very many

Nogth Americans—seem to have no ear for words at
al:* for they cover vast areas with Wronounceable
words and unreadable sentences. We may under-
stand them—as we may understand an agebraical
equation; but words should be something better
than an agebraica equation, a gardener's labe, a
doctor's prescription or a drawing on the wall.

! Consider, for example, ‘nonchalantly', ‘interdenominational .
'vernaculanzation,' ‘poignant’, 'valetudinananizmg', 'debureau-
crgtization’, ‘quotamg’, and the odd new verb 'to ensemble

The Garden Party climaxes the London Season’ (News Reel)

You may or may not like the new verb 'to climax'—| don't
But there can be no two opinions about the sound of ‘climaxes
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With these thoughts, Bobby, pass on to

'Stockist'

'Stockists  (of tyres, cameras, cars, etc.) now
abourrlld in our land. In happy Cambridge you may
see the

'STOCKISTS OF THE WORLD'S FINEST PIANOS

Now, awarrior has written to me stoutly defending
'same’.  There is no single word." he says, for a
holder of stocks of tyres. What's wrong with
"stockist" except raw youth? You and | are
"purists’ and unashamed. . . .\

Wadl, warrior, | will tel you. Firdt, it is a bad
mixed marriage between the Greek suffix -ist' and
the Middle English 'stock’. So, you may say, is
'purist’, and so are many other words; but there
is no good reason for breeding more such words,
unless they are necessary or powerfully attractive.

It is possible, Bobby, that Business Man may not
be much impressed by the Greek suffix -ist'.  But
then, secondly, 'stockist' is ugly to see and hear
(because of the two 'dt's, not to mention the 'ck’).
It repelsthe mind of the sensitive, and failsto attract
the rest; in short, it is inefficient. 'Purist’, by com-
parison, IS pretty. o

And, thirdly, you do not require it (we do, Per-
haps, require ‘purist’). Do not think that | am blind
to your difficulties. If you must have a new word
you may have 'stocker', which sounds honest, and
IS well-bred (for the suffix "-er' is 'Middle English,
like 'stock’). | hereby pass the word 'stocker’ of
tyres—or pianos—into the language.*

! See'Entrance Examination for New Words, etc ', Appendix
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But | ill do not understand why you do not say
‘"WE STOCK THE WORLD'S BEST PIANOS

It sounds nobler; it is shorter; and it will sell better.

And, O dl ye Sdlers and Advertisers, before you
fling a new word into the world, why not consult
some expert word-monger who can tell you about
the Greek -ist' and euphony and what-not? Yes, |
know about your 'attention-value'; but what about
‘euphony- value'? You have to startle the public.
But it is no use attracting my attention only to repel
me with a wicked word.

‘Motivate'

Thiskind of political motivation does not sound
very convincing.'
(MR. JAMES HILTON in the Daily Telegraph)

This unseemly demonstration was not moti-
vated by literary considerations.'
(MR. ALDOUS HUXLEY in Time and Tide)

Is 'motivate’ a valuable neologism or a septic
verb? It wasborn, | believe, in thefilm-studios, and
is now breeding among the book-reviewers. | can
see why they may feel the need for such aword, but
| do not like it myself. And look what happens if
we let the film-folk and literary fellows keep such
dubious petst They escape and turn up next among
the socid workers. One of these is said to have told
a public meeting how she had spent a long time
persuading one of the ‘'under-privileged' to go to
hospital to have an operation. It was a difficult
task, but finaly ‘'the case became motivated to
hospitalizatiori .*

! See 'lze-mama’ page 52.
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Which only shows, Bobby, as Nanny used to say,
how careful we should be.

'Donate

To donate, | hear, and 'to gift' also, are epidemic
in parts of Scotland. A justly indignant Scot
receives a medal for this specimen:

‘Mrs. B has donated a trousseau of sumber-
wear. Or, as my warrior irreverently interprets.
'has given a bunch of night-shirts.

The plain truth about the verb ‘donate’ is that
it is a snob-word; for Lady Lavender 'donates her
£5 to the Fund, but Mrs. Pewter's half a crown is
only ‘given' (or 'gifted’)".

EXERCISE

Who wrotethefollowing?

(1) 'Donate us this day our daily bread.'

(2) 'It is more blessed to donate than to receive!

(3) ' Twas dl he donated, ‘twas al he had to
donate.'

Note on Lexicographers

In this affair, warriors, you must not count too
much on the dictionaries. Whenever | see a truly
horrible word | look in the dictionary and find that
it was used by Dr. Johnson, or was common in 1541.2
If some one said that your young lady was 'unidea'd™
you would think him gross in language as well as

! Frequent, | am told, in the Oban Times.

See 'obligate, ‘circularize, 'to climax’, 'to coronat€, 'as
reg)ects, ‘diarize', ‘camative’ (an obviously wicked word used by
a drug-manufacturer, who describes a new drug as a 'calmative

excellence
P& ‘Not furni%hed with ideas '
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manners. But there it is in the Shorter Oxford
English Dictionary; and it was Dr. Johnson who
used the horrid word. Modern dictionaries are
pusillanimous works, preferring feebly to record
évhat has been done than to say what ought to be
one.

A distinguished lexicographer tells me that this
IS right. We must not bite them nor cal them
feeble, for they are 'historians merely, and are no
longer in a position to play the Johnson and purge
the language. 'l only wish we could!' says he.
But 'if aword has reached the degree of usage within
the scope of our particular dictionary, in it must go,
however much we may loatheit. . . .

Maybe, |lexicographer dear; but it can go in with a
black mark against It, surely? The vile ‘transpire,’
for example (in the sense of 'to happen, occur’), is
officially marked 'misused. 'To enthuse, | am
told, gets its deserts in the O.E.D. (though not in
my SO.E.D.)—'an ignorant back-formation from
enthusiasm." Such markings, such opinions should
be more frequent and severe. Of that felonious
brute 'to sabotage' the same dictionary says feebly—
| repest, feebly—

'Hence Sabotage v. trans, to wreck or damage by

s, d fig'

Let the next edition say firmly:

'Hence—a misuse, fig., journalistic, politica
pompous, erroneous, foul—Sabotagev. trans., etc.

For, as dictionaries are, they encourage and asdgt
the enemy. One of my warriors, four years ago,
rightly quarrelled with the Spectator for saying
'centre round'.*  The Editor, with astonishing levity,

1 See page 93. 2 See page 92.
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replied The Oxford Dictionary is with us. We
carry on.' But the Dictionary was not ‘with' him
in the sense of dliance or approval. It had merely,
as usual, quoted a few instances in which others had
made the same error, without expressing an opinion.

| hope, Bobby, that some virile new |exicographer
will arise and make a Good English Dictionary,
showing us not only what is said but what is sound
%_on the lines of Mr. Fowler's Modern English Usage).

ill then, we poor strugglers should have good
dictionaries and consult them often, for they are a
help in spelling and contain much comfort and
instruction. But never conclude that because you
find a word in a dictionary it must be a good word.
That may be a valuable piece of evidence; but your
own taste and opinion must be the judges.

NOT VERY VALUABLE NEOLOGISMS

‘... playwrights who authored, among other
things, The Front Page. . . _
(C. A. LEJEUNE in the Observer)

| know the specid difficulties of the film-world,

but | can see no pressing need for the verb 'to author'
—nor, by the way, the verb 'to celluloid', asin:

‘David Copperfield (Dickens) is to be celluloided.’

. . . A great feature of to-day's play has been
the reuvemlity of thirty-seven-year-old Jean
Borotra'

(ULYSS ROGERS in the Daily Express)

‘We cater for every figural need.'
(Garment Advertisement)

"It seemsthat the'" stagging” proclivities of certain
elements have been effectually disencouraged.’
(The Times)
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'Disencourage’ is in the dictionary—1626.
From various shops—

'‘Gardendities, 'Homeadlities, 'Exclusities and
Niceties, 'Fenestrational Patterning.’ ‘Ladies
Beautourium', Teasts.

These are not in the Shorter Oxford English
Dictionary.

Motor-trade Monsters

To BUILD SOUNDLY

To SELL CHEAPLY

To SERVICE SINCERELY'
(Advertised aims of a speculative builder)

| denounce, comrades, the vile new verb 'to
service, an invention, | believe, of some one in the
motor-trade. Let that invader through and, the
next thing, we shall have solicitors and doctors
charging for 'advicing’ and ‘attendancing' their
clients. To armg

But horrors seem to breed fast and freely in this
trade. The land is full of 'stockists (for which see
page 45), and every motor advertisement contains
a lees one Vauable Neologism, such as 'start-
ability' or 'manoeuvrability’.

| could think of plausible defences for 'startable,
if it were applied to a car and meant 'capable of
being started’ (though it would be a queer boast
in these days to say that a motor could essly be
st in motion). But it is used of a motor-spirit, to
mean 'cgpable of setting in motion’, which is like
saying 'sngable for 'able to sng.

At least | know what is meant by the hateful

! *Manoeuvrability is an outstanding feature of this new
vehicle'
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mongrel manoeuvrability; but | can think of nothin
to be sad for 'improved readability’, which was foun
in a Punch agvertisement. It is basdy bred (see
'knowledgeable’) and | cannot even guess what
it means—so that the word fails in the first purpose
of an advertisement, which is to make me buy.
And the same may be sad to the agent who clams
that 'this is the only car tuned to human periodicity’.
Once more, the main charge is inefficiency. Cannot
the advertiser see that an advertisement based upon
a ridiculously wrong or meaningless word is like a
great car with a flat tyre?

... exceptional acceleration and hill-climbing,
improved readability, smoother running and lower
fuel-consumption.’

What sort of a car, | wonder, is a car which is not
'roadable”? Is it a ‘hedgeable’ or ‘ditchable’ or
perhaps a 'turfable’ car? Does it legp fences but
refuse to travel on roads? Does it achieve high
velocity in bogs or ploughed fields but show un-
startability in Oxford Street? | cannot say. Is
there a word ‘airable’ to denote a good aeroplane,
or 'oceanable’ for a seaworthy vessel? Some one
tells me that he thinks a roadable car is one that
adheres to the road and does not fly into the ar at
corners. If that isso | wa?gest that some fine new
word like 'anti-levitationalism’ might satisfy the
rich fancy of the modern advertiser without mysti-
fying the modern customer. Or ‘road-adhesion?
Or ‘enhanced roadophily'? Or—seriously—'road-
worthiness?

But 'readability’, brothers, and 'manoeuvrability’
must not occur again. And if they do, you must
not buy from the offenders.



52 WHAT A WORD!
Ize-mania
' . new suburbs, almost all in ribbon develop-
ment, have been allowed to parasitize the road.'

(Scientific Research and Social Needs. Professor
JULIAN HUXLEY)

. . Just because Mr. Jordan has lived so long
in the country he has been able to essentialize its
spirit '’

(Mr. WILFRID GIBSON, reviewing a book in the

Observer]

'Sr, We are now prepared to completely finalize . . .
(From a Business Letter)

'He it was who persuaded him to archceologise in

Snai. _
(WILLIAM HICKEY, Daily Express)

'Obituarism of Lord Byng would be incomplete
without a reference to his love of gardens.'
(The Same)
"What is Furmodizing?*
‘Combined Vacuumising Ouitfit.'
‘Tenderized Prunes.
'Personalize your gift with an Initial.'
"We specialise in outsizes which really senderize!
(Advertisements)

". . . hardfacts which it is impossible to explain
away or oratorise away.'
(From a letter to the Yorkshire Post)
. . a vernaculansed liturgy . . .’
(The Catholic Gazette)
"Willyou be sogood asto per sonalize thesepetitions 7'
(From a letter to a Bishop)

1 Answer: The Process of making your old Furslook like new
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'The patient was hospitalized.'
(In a doctor's report—twice)
"Great Expectations . . . Picturized by . ..
'The troops first paraded at the Drill Hall and
were mechanised' to the aerodrome?'
(Rhodesian paper)
. . . the debureaucratisation of administrative
processes.'
(South American Journal)
'Perry will have to maximise his powers.'
(Daily Telegraph)
.. . cunning filmization of the tale. . . .
(Daily Gazette—India)
‘Marshall and Shelgroves designed this exclusive
ensemble especially for cruising. It is materialised
in an uncrushable linen.'
(Advertisement)

'Vocalize.! (Everywhere. O Gosh!)

And a North American warrior tells me that she
has seen 'to renovise'!

Looking at these things, brothers—and remem-
bering 'deratization' and ‘'deinsectization'—do you
still think that | am stupidly obstructing the 'natural
growth' of the language when | deprecate the
uncontrolled breeding of verbs in '-ize'?

There seems to be a notion that any British or
American subject is entitled to take any noun or
adjective, add -ize' to it, and say 'l have made a new
verb!  What a good boy am 1" This notion must
be ‘finalized'.

The suffix -ize' (the Greek—, as you know so
well, Bobby) is very useful. It has given us many
valuable and respected verbs. some verbs (such as

1 2 Conveyed by motor. Heaven knows!

5
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Bowdl erize—organize—pul verize—monopolize) for
which, without -iz€, it would be difficult or impos-
sble to find an equivaent; and, without doubt, it
will provide us with many more. But it is not a
pretty sound—or sight. A sentence spotted with
Ize-words (or, worse, ization-words) is horrible.
We could very wel do without many of the estab-
lished -izes. | may be aone in this, but | detest
‘Characterize, for example. It is needed in the
literary and dramatic worlds: but elsewhere, as a
rule, it islazy or pompous. _

At dl events, the breedisnot so beautiful or strong
that we want to see it increase and multiply beyon
what isrequired for practical purposes. | regard -ize
as | do alavator flttin?.

But -izewords, in fact, are being multiplied
recklesdy, through idleness, affectation, the desire
to startle, the itch for speed or spurious novelty.
It seems more grand to say ‘findize™ than 'conclude
or 'settle—but it isn't. 1t seems smart and efficient
to say 'tenderized, but it isnt: ‘'made soft" (con-
cerning prun&? is more appedling. It seems impres-
gve and scholarly to say 'parasitize, but it Isn':
'infest with parasites is far more effective. It is
certainly a little shorter to say 'oratorize away' than
‘obscure with oratory’, or 'sweep aside with rhetoric),
and 'hospitalize' than 'send to hospital’; but thet is
no excuse. Why any one says 'vocdize' instead of
'sr,l]g' | cannot imagine.

ot one of the '-izes impaled above can pass our
entrance examination.” They are neither degant
enough to be desired, nor so practicaly useful as
to be excused their ugliness. 'Slenderize’ is perhaps
the leet hateful, for that is a straightforward lie.

; See the utterance of the Mayor of Vancouver, page 97.
See Appendix I.
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| cannot even guess how 'parasitize’ is pronounced;
and | regretfully suspect that the distinguished
professor writes without hearing the sound of his
own words.

But 'parasitize’, of course, Bobby, is in the
dictionary. So is 'oratorize€ (but intransitive—not
asabove). 'Findize is not there yet; nor ‘tenderize’;
nor ‘debureaucratize. But let a few more sdesmen
or swankers use them and they will be in the next
edition, officialy enrolled in the word-strength of
England.

Hereis

'PERSONALIZE v. 1727. To render persond; to
personify; to impersonate. Hence, Personaliza-
tion.'

Hence my foot!

| do not care what someilliterate lout did in 1727,
there can never be a good reason for using this
obscene verb now. Obvioudly, it is not the same as
'dpersonify' or 'impersonate’ (which have two quite

ifferent meanings); and it ought not to be in any
Christian dictionary.

You are entitled to say, Bobby, that dl this is

urely a question of individual taste; but then, |

ope to improve the nation's taste. And if you
think that | exaggerate the -ize-peril, consider this:

‘John Appiah ... a Catholic and a member
of the committee at that Church, who was found
guilty of misconduct in a case in which a newly-
matrimonized wife figured prominently, has re-
ceived the holy communion upon the payment of
a sn-money of one guinea.’

(The Gold Coast Spectator)
You see, brothers? If we give an inch, the world
will take an dl. Therefore, fight or
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Condder too this dolichologica (Hal) extract
from a letter to The Catholic Gazette, urging that
mass should be conducted in English:

'l maintain, then, that the use of ecclesadtica
Latin has no substantial justification, and that
what thin shreds of justification do exist do not
compensate the advantages which vernacular-
ization affords.’

This seventeen-letter paper-sore occurs  three
times in the same composition (twice with V and
once with V). There are dso 'vernacularised’ and,
a few lines later, 'vernaculated." which appears to
mean the same thing.

'‘Our English version of the Bible has not
suffered. Why should avernacularised liturgy?

~ Thetroubleis, | suppose that the anti-vernacuiar-
isationary forces are too strong.

‘To diarize

A City warrior sends me a nauseating verb in
-ize. One of the 'Big Five" banks, he says, provides
its staff with a rubber stamp bearing the legend:

DIARIZE FOR . . !
This wicked word, he says, means,
‘Enter in your diary for . . .

And this is not the casua aberration of a lowly
clerk but the official invention of a great London
bank, which is forced upon the defenceless staff
and perpetrated with a rubber stamp!

'Diarize’ must die And if it does not die within
four weeks | shall make public the name of the bank.

The beast, it seems, is breeding fast:
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'but in view of your remarks we are diarising
iand we hope to have a favourable report from you
ater.'

And—my hat!—here is a leaflet distributed by the
Civil Service Horticultural Federation, inviting the
world to a Flower Show, and concluding:

'Memorise the Moment. Diarise the Date!'

| have now, as usual, looked in the dictionary,
the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, and without
much surprise, | find the reptile there:

‘To DIARIZE v. intr. to write arecord of events
inadary.'

PS. A warrior sends me this. 'Will you please
diary the date? | do not object to the verb ‘diary’
so strongly, for it is not, like 'diariz€,, a Latin dog
with a Greek tail. Infact, if it is needed, | will pass
it. It will be quite impossble, | know, for anK one
to say 'We are dia(rjying‘, but the answer to that is
'Don't use the word'.

"The Finchley Education Committee have de-
cided not to circularise head teachers that parties
of children will be admitted to the final rehearsals
of the RA.F

(Evening Sandard)

In the dictionary, of course! To send circulars
]'Eo ... 1848' But what care we? Why not 'in-
orm?

‘Normalize

No, my Sheffield warrior, | am not quarrelling
with the technical terms of any trade, though many
ae needledy repdlent. You tdl me that ‘to
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normalize is an important term and process in the
manufacture of sed. Well, the Sted Trade has
my permission to carry on normalizing.

Provided always that the directors wives do not take
their nervous children to Harley Street to be 'normal-
ized'; provided also that no one is permitted to express
the hope that the weather will 'normalize’ next week.

There is the danger, comrade, of your private
'technical terms. They escgpe into the open, and
breed, horribly.

But this exemption does not cover ingt, ult., and
prox. (see page 64), and | will not have 'your favour
to hand' trying to sneak in as a technical term:
for thisis neither necessary, nor brief, nor technical.
It is merely muck. Isthat clear?

STOP PRESS—And now | am assured by an
experienced Ordnance officer that 'the foul thing
("normalize") would not be dlowed in an Admiralty
specification; and should this particular officer find
it in aminute, he would at once cross it out—(as he
doesdl "ults', "proxes’, and "insts")—and put inits

lace the proper word, which isone syllable and three
etters shorter, namely, "anneal™'. Wel done, war-
rior! The Blue Star for you. And the licence for
'normalize' is cancelled, ‘pending’ a public inquiry.

Spert in Yorkshire

'In recent years there have been "Rags' per-
sonelled almost exclusively by students.'
(Hull . . . Daily Mail)

Collect, brothers, the verb 'to personnel’.

‘To script’
The original story has been scripted by L. du
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Garde Peach, s0 that the broadcast atmosphere
is being preserved.
(TheEra)

Horrid, at first sight, but | perceive the need; and,
if confined to its own technical work, 'script' may
do no damage. But then we shdl have Business
Man writing thus: 'your favour to hand, and we will
script you at the first opportunity.’

"To process

Procession of Witness
". . . Accompanied by the Archdeacons, Clergy,

and Ladies of the Party, they will process through

the town to the Parish Church, and it is hoped to

make this as imposing as possible.’ .

(Marching Orders for a Summer Gathering, com-
posed by a Member of the Church Assembl

The reverend author should consult the SO.E.D.,
which describes the verb 'to process as 'colloquid
or jocular—a back-formation. . . .

‘Notion your minds with the idea of God.'
(AY.M.C.A.writer)
A Presentfrom New York
This paper ensembles perfectly with the others.'

High 'Attention-value

The laudable desire to create beauty drives oui
tradesmen into the vilest behaviour. | have ssen a
scourin advertised as The Bath's Beautician'.
| have heard of a 'Hairdresser and Beautician' who
offers to 'lovelify' the ladies of Manchester, and,
from New York, of a "Youthifying Beauty Cream’
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And here is a pretty piece from the Windsor Maga-
zine
‘A hand-cream . . . has a lovelifying effect on
hands roughened from gardening '

‘Beautician' and 'lovelify', Bobby, are badly bred.
Why not 'beauty-monger'?
Why not (if it is necessary to lie) 'makes lovely'?

Watch Australia

'Smith scored a try and Jones majorized it
i.e. 'scored the major points
i.e. 'converted the try'
i.e. 'kicked agod'

Frequent, | hear, in Australian newspapers.

Also, 'Several well-known "identities’ (i.e. persons)
were present.'

Yes, watch my dear Australia—where | first met
the grim ‘finalize’. And now | hear of 'escapee,
and the verb 'to ovation'. On the other hand, the
grand word ‘wowser'* should be given the freedom of
Great Britain.

"Three-putted'
‘When Padgham three-putted onthefirstgreen . . '

This valuable neologism, a warrior tells me,
appeared three times in a single Evening Chronicle.
Too many.

EXERCISE

Who wrote the following?

The huntsman three-blew his horn.'
'Passionately he three-kissed his love.'
‘What | three-tell you is true.'

! A ‘wowser'? Well, some brutes might say that Mr. Isaac
Foot and the Reverend Henry Carter were ‘wowsers.
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‘Toclimax
1934 was climaxed by the Royal Wedding.'
(News Redl)

‘The Garden Party climaxes the London Season.'
(NewsRed)

Purely a matter of taste, maybe; but | do not like
'to climax’. Many words were nouns first and be-
came verbs later, and | suppose that 'climax® may
clam the same liberty; but | do not likeit. It isin
the dictionary (marked 'pop.')] but | do not like it.
And ‘climaxes is hideous.

'Climax’, Bobby, is one of the words which
beautifully display the deadness of the 'dead lang-
uages. It is a Greek word, meaning 'ladder'—
not the top of the ladder, but the whole ladder.
Burke used the word precisely when he spoke of
‘The top of the climax of their wickedness. But
we have changed al that.

"Ticketeers

'GAMBLING SQUAD on Track of Dublin Ticketeers
(Sunday Pictorial]

A warrior has sent me 'ticketeers for punishment.
| am sorry, warrior, but, in that context, | like it.
The suffix '-eer' indicates "' one who dedls in"—often
with a contemptuous implication’. 'Ticketeers is
quick and easy to say; and has a racy sound, like
‘buccaneers or 'mutineers. | like it.



INTERVAL FOR GOOD STUFF

From the judgment of Mr. Justice Best, in the
caxe of Blundell v. Calterall (1821):

‘It will not be disputed that the sea is common
to dl. Bathing in the sea, if done with decency,
is not only lawful, but proper, and often necessary
for many of the inhabitants of this country.
There must be the right to cross the shore in
order to bathe as for any lawful purpose. The
universal practice of England shows the right
of way over the sea-shore to be a Common Law
right. All sorts of persons who resort to the seq,
either for business or pleasure, have aways been
accustomed to pass over the unoccupied parts
of the shore with such carriages as were suitable
to their respective purposes, and no lord of a
manor has ever attempted to interrupt such
persons. . . . Men have from the earliest times
bathed in the sea; and unless in places or at
seasons when they could not, consistently with
decency, be permitted to be naked, no one ever
attempted to prevent them. ... | beieve the
use of machines is essentia to the practice of
bathing. Decency must prevent most females and
infirmity many men from bathing except from
a machine. . . . By bathing, those who live
near the sea are taught their first duty, namely,
to asid mariners in distress. They acquire, by
bathing, confidence amidst the waves, and learn
how to seize the proper moment for giving their
assgance. ... Is it tobe supposed that in a
country the prosperity and independence of which
depends on navigation that which is so necessary
to navigation as a road for dl lawful purposes
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to the sea should not have been secured to the
public, particularly when it might be done with-
out injury to the interests of any individuals?

Lawyers, Bobby, are supposed to be wordy, dull,
and unintelligible. This is untrue, at least, of His
Majesty's Judges. A good jgggment on a dreary
theme may be a delight to read. You will notice,
both here and on page 88, that there are no ugly
words, and the sentences, though necessarily long,
are readable. This, Bobby, is because a judgment
has to be spoken aloud. (See 'Note on Elegance,

e 44). | must add that this was a dissenting
Judgment, and so, though good sensg, it is not. aas,
good law.
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'PLAIN ENGLISH'

(Including 'Officese and other utterances of the
Plain Business Man, Honest Advertiser, or Smple
Tradesman)

Inst., Ult., and Prox.

| agree with numerous warriors that these un-
attractive months should be expelled from the
English calendar. Our own months have charming
names. Some of them are short as well as sweet—
April, May, and June; and the longer ones can, in
writing, be intelligibly abbreviated. So that the
offices where Frantic Hurry seems to dictate the
|etters have no good excuse for writing: 'on the ist
inst.” when what they mean is ‘on May st

Indeed, the hasty st¥]le isnqt only uglier but longer.
And even 'on May the first™ is only one character
longer than ‘ontheist ingt.', which should not fatally
delay the typist boasting her sixty words a minute.
_ The odd _thln%l_s that the very persons who in-
d¢ on larding their letters with unnecessary Latin
are loudest with the cry that the 'dead |languages
are studied in vain. Those, they e?l who would
flourish in the 'redl life' of trade need only the plain
straightforward language of an English business
man. To be inteligible is dl; to be ornamental is
nothing. Yet there must be millions of our citizens
who have not the least notion what is meant b
your inst., prox., and ult. | studied the Latin lan-
(I;uage for nearly fifteen years, but to this day

do not know why 'inst.' "denotes the month now

64
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passmg For 'instans, if | remember rlghtly, means
prulng on', or attacklng and, if 0, 'instante
mense (Ablatlve cae of mensis, month, Bobby)
would be more apt for the month which is approach—
ing. (It must be 'instante’, not 'instant', for dl
authorities agree that 'prox.' and 'ult' are short for
‘proximo’ and 'ultimo'—mense.}

I met a man lately who had served for twelve
years in an estate-agent's office; he told me that
years passed before he really knew whether 'ult.
meant last month or the month to come. He never
dared to confess his ignorance, and, in dictation,
would cunningly twist his letters so as to avoid
having to use the sacred 'ult.” And when he did learn
surely which month 'ult.” meant he didn't know why.

These pretentious fragments must not be used
again.

EXERCISE ONE

Who wrote the following?

(2) 'Oh, tobein England now that inst. is there!'

(2) 'For I'm to be Queen of the prox., Mother,
I'm to be Queen of the prox.!"

(3 'In the merry month of ‘ult.’

(4) 'And what is so rare as a day in idem?

Yes, | have discovered a fourth supernumerary
month:

'Further to my letter of the 4th instant and with
reference to yours of the 3rd idem.’

This, Bobby, should be eodem (Ablative), that is,
if proximo and ultimo are right. But some Britons
hold that these horrid little months should, if used
a dl, be in the Genitive case—that is gjusdem,
proximi, ultimi, and instantis.

| think they are wrong—but | heartily wish they
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were right. For then the Ulters and Proxers would
be proved to have been guilty of a gross blunder in
every letter on the files.

| “have consulted certain scholars. All were
doubtful and burrowed obllglnﬁ_ly in dusty school-
books; but the highest scholar thinks that either the
genitive or the ablative might be used, though
probably mense proximo (ablative absolute, like
consule Planco, BObbP{) IS the better. | take that
view myself, but am il uncertain, and, not being a
Proxer, | do not care half ahoot which is right.

'But." says Business Man, indignant, if he has read
o far, ‘what do | care about ablatives and genitives
and dl that bunk? Plain English |s_|%ood enough for
mel' The answer to which is 'Then don't tak
unnecessary Latin, old boy, if you don't know the
language; for thisis blazing inefficiency. And, if you
insst on using Latin (as amost every Englishman
doe??, don't proclaim so often that young men with
a "classcd education” are of no use in Busness.
Now read carefully "The Dead Languages' (page
16%. That will do.'

nly two citizens have dared to defend the

Proxers. They say that 'on the ist ult.'" means not
merely 'on May ist—or is May', but 'on May ist
1935, and that 'on May ist' leaves the reader in
doubt about theyear. =~ . -

Thisisonly to pileinsincerity upon indefensibility.
The number of the year is aways (in business corre-
gpondence, though not in ming) announced &t the
head of a letter, and in the rare cases where a
different year isintended in the text it is a short and
dmple tak to say so. _ _

P.S—I am 'advised' that there is a fifth redund-
ant month, ‘curt.'—for 'current—or ? 'currente’ or
‘currents?
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| ill think that the old-fashioned 'May' (or even
'Dec.) is better—and briefer.

| hope, dear old Business Man, that | shal not
have to spesk about this painful matter again.

EXERCISE TWO

Write a love-lyric about the months of Inst., Ult.,

and Prox.:
ANSWER

| heard the happy lark exult,

Too soon, for It was early ult.;

And now the land with rain is rinsed—
Ah, mournful isthe month of inst.;
Love, like alizard in the rocks,

Is hungry for the suns of prox.

Boy Cupid with his catapult

Could find but sorry sport in ult.;

But through the woods, with bluebells
chintzed, o

My lady comesto mein inst.:

And O may Cupid speed the clocks,

For she will marry me in prox.!

Dictators

| have known rare ingtances of a Business—and
even a Literary—Man ascribing the crimes of his
correspondence to a typist or secretary. So | was
amused to regeive from a warrior modestly signing
hersdf Typist™ a well-written assault upon the bar-
barities of 'people in offices who dictate letters.

Nearly dl, she tells me, say that they are 'pre-
pared’, when they mean ‘willing, to do things,
dthough the proposd has only just been put to
them and they could not have been 'prepared’ for
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it. She gives no examples, but we can al see how
irritating it must be to an intelligent young lady to
hear her employer say that he is 'prepared’ to vist
the United States when she knows very well that he
has not even begun to pack. And it is worse if he
says that he is 'not prepared' to go to the States, for
that may merely mean that he is not yet ready, and
nobody knows whether heiswilling or not. (How-
ever, | gather that the comrade puts this sort of
thing right herself.)

Then she says. "Why do they aways say, "En-
closed please find"?" This question has agitated me
aso. 'Enclosed please look for' would be sensible,
though ugly; for then there would be some point in
the 'please’, and the words would cover the poss-
bility that the thing has not been enclosed (which
nearly always happensin my correspondence). But
no amount of 'pleases can make any one 'find' any-
thing, for finding is a hard fact, which happens or
doesnot. To say, 'Enclosed please find abun' islike
%?/mg 'Please arrive in Spain' when you mean,
'Please go to Spain'. |s that quite clear? If not,
don't worry. For, in any case, | enclose a bun' or
'A bun is énclosed” is surely best.

Then, she says, 'They sprinkle "in respect of* and
"in connexion with" dl over everything, when neither
phrase means anything whatever." One man she has
worked with 'will talk about "our client's clam in
connexion with the rent in respect of the premises’,
instead of "our client's clam for the rent of the
premises”. The same outlaw will never use one
verb if he can drag in three. 'He says, "Are you pre-
pared to agree to accept?' or "We will endeavour to
arange to obtain". Once he went further and
dictated, 'Efforts are being made to endeavour to
arrange to obtain.' Grand! Tremble, then, dl odious
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dictators and bow to Typist', who will receive
the Blue Star of our Order.

Officese

A warrior sends me from Temple Fortune (charm-
ing addressl) a new and delicate 'issue.! It was
found, I am sorry to say, in a letter from my
favourite 'multiple store, to which | owe money:

'MADAM,

'We are in receipt of your favour of the gth
inst. with regard to the estimate required for the
remova of your furniture and effects from the
above address to Burbleton, and will arrange for
a Representative to cal to make an inspection on
Tuesday next, the 14th inst.,, before 12 noon,
which we trust will be convenient, after which our
quotation will at once issue

But the rare 'issue' is not the only point of interest
in that letter, Bobby. The gentleman who wrote,
or rather dictated, it would say, no doubt, what was
lately said to me. 'Ah, but in business we have no
time to write like a book. You can keep your long
words for literature He thinks, you see, that
'officese’ is short and sharp and swift and economical,
and that those who dare to dislike 'officese’ would
put in its place a style that was long and wordy and
wasteful of time.?

This does our noble war a grave injustice, Bobby.
It is just the misplaced effort to ‘write like a book’,
to be elegant and flowery, that yields the sickliest
growths of Officese and Jungle English—all these
ingt.'s and 'ult.'s' and 'in regard to's, and ‘favours),
and 'representatives. The topmost legend on our

5 See'Issues, |earnedly discussed, page 219 )
~ “ Compare 'in back of for 'behind” (page 42), 'under date ist
instant' for 'of May ist', and ‘check up on' for ‘check’ (page 157).

6
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banner, Babby, is 'Simplicity’. We say that if the
business man dictated smply what was in his mind
he would save time and typing, and perhaps achieve
elegance, unconsciously, aswell.! Let us, with that
thought, write his letter again—not stylishly, nor
like a book, but as simply and swiftly as we can:

EXERCISE
BUSINESSMAN— BOBBY—
. ) Words Words

We are in receipt of 5 Wehave 2
your favour of the Sth

ingt. 6 your letter of May 9th 5
with regard to the esti- . .

mate required 6 requesting an estimate 3
for the removal of your for the removal of your

furniture and effects 8 furniture and effects 8
from the above address

to Burbleton 6 to Burbleton 2
and will arrange for a _

Representativetocall 8 and a man will cal 5
to make an inspection 4 to see them 3
on Tuesday next the )

14th inst. 6 next Tuesday 2
before12noon 3 forenoon I
which we trust will be _ _

convenient 6 if convenient 2
after which our quota- _

tion 4 after which .2

_ we will send the edti-
will at once % _mate 5
ISSUE! without delay. 2

TOTAL 66 words

24 letters
; gS?eéWiIIiam Sidwell (page 34) and Captain Slocum (page 148).

knows the date aready.

TOTAL 42 words
191 letters
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No cheating, | think, Bobby; it is dl there. Cer-
tainly there is not enough cheating to account for a
reduction, in words, of (as Busness Man would say)
33 per cent.

And observe, Bobby, you were handicapped by
following the 'lay-out' of the origina letter. For-
getting that, we should save much more, thus:

EXERCISE

Thank you for your letter of May gih. A man will
call next Tuesday, forenoon, to see your furniture
and effects, after which, without delay, we will send
our estimate for their removal to Burbleton.

35 words—157 letters
against
66 words—294 | etters
A difference, in words, of nearly '50 per centt.

Now these, if they are right, are shocking figures,
Bobby. For if atypist can save thirty words in one
short letter, she can save three thousand on a
hundred letters—and that, at 60 words a minute,
means 50 minutes. And a big 'store’ with ahundred
typists, each doing a hundred letters, could save
three hundred thousand words, which means five
thousand minutes, or eighty-three hours and twenty
minutes—or about a week's work for two typists.
(And | have not yet included, Bobby, the saving
of the dictator's time, nor the economy in paper,
carbons, envelopes, typewriter-ribbon, and ink.)

This is the kind of calculation, Bobby, which is
being feverishly made in every office and place of
business to-day—though not about words. All is
‘rationalization’ (what a word!), 'efficiency’, and
'scientific costing'. Expert efficiency-mongers prowl
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round the factories and shops with dide-rules, poking
their noses into 'overheads, sniffing at the output per
man-minute per machine, working out how much it
costs thefirm every time aworkman sneezes, and what
could be saved if nowoman scratched her nose, multi-
plying by x, dividing by y plus average load-charge,
and expressing the whole thing as aroaring dividend.

Suppose that one of these wizards said to the
average big firm: There is a sad "wastage" through
sneezing; and | can save a?/ou X man-hours per week
if you eliminate industrial sneezing, and that means
fourpence per load-unit on the gross, or 37 per cent
a high water? The directors would madly insure
the whole staff against hay-fever, have every one in
range inoculated, and think the mone(}/ well spent.

But if the wizard said (as he should): 'l can save

ou x hours on your overheads if you will scrap the
oul and fatty rigmarole, the verbose and indolent,
obscure, inelegant, and time-devouring monkey-talk
which is called Commercial English and (believe it
or not!) isdeli beraIeIP/ taught to our defenceless boys
in books. You are [osing time and money because
the men who conduct your correspondence will not
speak the King's English simply as they are taught
it a an intolerable expense in the national schools!'
—why, then, | suppose that the directors would
suffer an apoplexy.

Under the Finance Bill, 1935, 'the Board of Trade
shdl certify a scheme of rationalization . . . if they
are satisfied (a) that the primary purpose of the
scheme is the elimination of redundant works. In
any rational scheme of rationalization the elimina-
tion of redundant words would rank at least second.
~ But the enemy think that everything in the world
isimportant save words. Well, Bobby, it is our task
to show them that they err.
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EXERCISE
Whichisthe shorter, thisbit of bustling 'efficiency":
(1) 'Your favour to hand and contents noted',
or this old-fashioned and 'literary' statement:
(2) 'We have received and read your letter'?

ANSWER
(2) Seven words—thirty letters
against
(i) Seven words—thirty-too letters
(2) Wins
And, if speed is 'the goods, we could break al
records with this:
'We have read your letter' (five words—twenty
letters).
For no man can read a letter till he has received it.

Further Favours

'‘Business Man' blames Typist', and Typist'
accuses 'Business Man'; and meanwhile the nation's
weadlth, like water dripping from a faulty tap, is
wasted in aflow of ineffective words.

'We have to acknowledge with thanks your
letter of the ist inst., the contents of which have
been duly noted.'

Why ‘'we have to'? Why 'duly'?

'We are in receipt of your letter of the ist
instant. . . .
Why ‘in receipt of'?*

! But this is spreading—". we have seriously to consider
how far it ISé)OSbk—Z‘ forus to continue in receipt of the whip of
the National Government'  (THE DUCHESS OF ATHOLL and four
other M.Ps, to Mr Baldwin)
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HOT-WATER BOTTLES

'l thank you for your letter of the ist instant in
connection with the above, which is receiving my
careful attention.'

Why ‘in connection with the above'? The heading
indicates the subject of both letters.

~ 'We are in receipt of your letter of the ist
instant, contents of which will receive our atten-
tion.'

One point of curiosity in this kind of correspon-
dence Is the trouble and time devoted by every
writer to informing the other fellowthat hisletter has
been read. Sometimes the whole story is repeated:

'We are obliged by yours of the ist inst. notify-

ing us that you are prepared to arrange to send a

representative as requested in our letter of, etc.,

etc.’

And in afile of correspondence covering man
months the words emplea/ed in assuring A that
has not only duly received A'sfavour but duly noted
its contents as well, must be counted in hundreds.

Now, if they were corresponding with Bohemians
and Ilterary men, who, notoriously, do not duly open
their letters for many days, and, having opened, do
not always duly read them, | could understand this
practice. But A and B have been dealing with each
other for many years, they are erI engaged upon
a particular transaction from w both hope to
extract profit; and | should have thou ht that each
might safely assume that the other, having duly
recelved his letter, would not unduly throw it unread
into the wastepaper-basket.

But | am informed that the business-correspon-
dence formulae are devised not only to save time
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(which evidently they do not achieve), but to show
courtesy."  For business men have sensitive natures,
and if the other fellow does not continually assure
them of his best attention, they may break off
negotiations without a word of warning. Many a
fine merger, they tell me, has come to nothing
because a careless typist omitted a 'duly’, a 'favour’,
or an 'immediate consideration'.

| applaud the intention. But is it truly so ver
courteous or conciliatory to bombard a man wit
rubber-stamp phrases which stink of insincerity?
The first time one receives a letter which ends:

'‘Assuring you, dear Sir, of our best attention at
al times,

a comfortable glow pervades the body. But when
one finds the same assurance at the end of the letter
which begins:

‘We are wholly at a loss to understand the
failure of your firm to implement the undertaking,
etc.' or

‘We are surprised by the tone of your favour of
the 5Sth inst. and are quite unable to accept the
statement of the position as therein set out . . .

the endearing powers of that particular formula are
at once diminished.

| have a letter before me which informs me that
my favour of the 5th inst. has been opened

.. . inMr. K.'sabsence. The matter will have

! Statesmen offer the same excuse for their circumlocutions
"The answer is in the negative', for example, isthought to be less
wounding than 'No, sir' A bumptious or unpopular back-
bencher may be suppressed with 'No', but for Mr LIoyd George
the answer must be in the negative
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his immediate attention in the course of a few

days

You follow, Bobby? 'Immediate attention’, for
me, has now no meaning.

Surely the most courteous letter is composed in as
careful English as the writer can command; and it
suggests to the recipient not that the same letter has
been addressed to fifty different persons during that
same morning, but that it has been speciadly and
lovingly devised for him, and him alone?

EXERCISE

With these considerations in your mind, examine
and comment upon the following:
'We note that you will let us have the necessary
estimate in due course, and shall be obliged if you
are able to arrange for same to be delivered as soon

as possible’
Why not:

‘Thank you. We hope that you will let us have
the estimate as soon as you can'?

'Referring to your letter of the 2nd August | am
giving the matter immediate attention and will
write you further as soon as posshle’

Why not:
"Thank you for your letter of August 2nd

| am doing what you wish

| am acting as you suggest
| am looking into the matter
| am making inquiries

| am sacking the driver

| am engaging the girl

| am raising Hell

and | will write to you
againassoon asl cant
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HOT-WATER BOTTLES

_'With reference to the above" matter 1 should
like an opportunity of discussing same with you.'

Why not:

'‘Could we, please, have a talk about Hot-Water
Bottles? or

'Hot-Water Bottles. | should like to have a talk
with you'!

'We are ascertaining for you the information
regarding . . .
Why not:

'‘We are getting the information you want
about . . .'?

'Will you please let us hear if you have sent any
previous advice on this gm nt, as we do not seem
to be able to trace same”

Whynot.
'Did you write to us on this matter before? We
canfind no trace of an earlier letter'?

‘We shdl be glad if you will consider this

! The Above, Nearby, etc

The adverb 'above’, it seems, has become an adjective (or,
according to my dictionary, a'was'-adjective) like 'nearby’, to
which many warriors object | shall never use it in a leading
article or epic poem myself but, since | frequently speak of
‘those far-off days', | find it difficult to state a, logical case against
'a near-by hospital' But we may hope that the practice does
not spread—e.g to 'the below remarks, 'the before paragraph’,
‘the behind horses, 'the herewith enclosure', 'the within savage
dogs, 'the soon holiday season’, or 'the between ham' (of sand-
wiches) Still, we speak without shame of 'the through tram’,
‘the off side', 'an off day', the 'up-grade’, or 'an out-patient’,
so | leave the whole thing to your own judgment, Bobby, with
my blessng (I know that learned distinctions can be made
between many of these words and phrases, but they do not seem
to have much substance) | will tell you this only, that | dislike
‘a worthwhile policy' and | am not going to give any reasons.
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proposition and let us know if you are prepared to
take advantage of same!

Why not:

" We hope that you will consider this suggestion
(scheme, proposal, offer), and let us know if you
like it'!

'We beg to acknowledge your favour under date

5th inst. advising us of the alteration in the style
of your firm.'

Why not:
'We thank youfor your letter of May 5th informing
us that your firm has changed its name to . . ."?

The contents of your No. 123 under date loth
ultimo have been communicated through the
medium of our Liverpool office to Messrs. John

Brown who now write to us as per copy of letter
enclosed.’

Why not:

'‘Our Liverpool office has sent (? passed, shown]
your letter of May loth to Messrs. John Brown, and
we enclose a copy of their reply'?

'We thank you for your favour enclosing
remittance which has been duly placed to the
credit of your account, and for which we BEG to
hand you our receipt herewith.'

Why not:

"We thank you for your letter and ? cheque. We

have credited your account accordingly and enclose
our receipt'?

'Prepared to take advantage of same . . ., in

connexion with the above . . ., ‘will write you
further . . .", 'immediate attentlon' 'kindly advise
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in due course . . .'—these wheezy locutions have
neither speed nor grace; they are neither friendly
nor efficient. They are the language of out-of-date
automatic machines. Nobody expects an automatic
machine to be elegant; but at least it ought to work.

Y et thisunnatural language istaught in books. The
wretched learner of shorthand, as he approaches the
highest degree of skill, is set to practise on this kind
of prose:

'We-thank-you for-your esteemed orders in-the
past, and-we-trnst that-we-may <ill be favoured
with your patronage in-the future. It-will-be our
endeavour to-carry out to-the best-o.'-ow-ability
and-with-the utmost care any order with-which-you
may entrust us'

'We-enclose full range of linens and-will-thank-
you to select- quality desired . ..

'We-have-your-favour  of-yesterday, and regret
to-find that your complaints are well founded.
Through some misunderstanding with-the clickers,
your uppers were got up extra light, whereas they
should-have-been-the reverse. Under-the-circum-
stances, we-shall-beonly too-pl eased" to-accept your
proposal for a reduction. . . . Awaiting your
further favours and assuring you of-our best
attention . . .

'We-are-at-present desirous o.-transferring . . .'

'I-regret to see-the contents of-your communica
tion of the 8th instant relative to-.the-manner-in-
which our new gas stove has-been received up
to-the-present in Leicester and district. . . . We-
are gill unadvised of-their having been sent off.'

! See 'Only Too Gladders, page 125.
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"We-beg' to-draw your-attention to-the fact that-
we-have-now on hand a large variety of novelties
for-the coming season . . . and-we-fed sure they-
would-be worth your while to stock, as we expect a
large demand in-these-lines during-the-next month
or- two.'

Shades of the jargon-house begin to close about
the growing boy—'esteemed orders . . . Vaued
cheques . . . 'every satisfaction'. Perhaps we are
here on the track of the real culprit. The harassed
‘business man' tells his trained secretary to ‘answer
that', and she (unless, like my g?]al ant warrior
Typist’, she has a wit and a will 'of her own) auto-
matically produces the language of the shorthand
school. | cannot tell. But | 'beg' to suggest that
there may be matter here for the esteemed and
immediate attention of the Board of Education.

'Re—Diploma piece
"We herewith enclose receipt for your cheque £4
on alc re return of commission re Mr. Brown's

%:ﬁncelled agreement re No 50 Box Street top
a. ..

Esteemed Orders in Soviet Russia

| do not know whether to laugh or cry. | ‘amin
receipt of aletter from the International Book Co.,
Moscow, inviting me to buy four or five ‘cultural’
papers, describing (in English) 'the opportunities
of unhampered cultural expression(s) under a new
economic rule’. Thisletter is extremely cultural and
lofty in tone, and, as | read it, | felt that | saw the
Dawn of aNew Eraat last. But it ends thus:

'We trust you will afford us the opportunity of
! Why is there so much 'begging'? Isitfor courtesy or speed?
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serving you, and in anticipation of your esteemed
order, we remain,
'Y ours very truly,
'MEZHDUMARODNAYA KNIGA,
Export Department.'

Somuchfor theDawn'

P.S—But in England, at least, we will not say
yet that the struggle naught availeth. Too late for
adequate comment here, | have received an admir-
able homily on 'Business Correspondence’ which was
distributed to the staff at Bournville by Mr. P. S.
Cadbury in 1931.  Among other things he says.

'‘Nothing is gained, and a great deal is lost, by
translating everyday speechinto thejargon known
as "Business English".

The excuse made for "Business English" is that
it saves time or makes for clarity. But, in prac-
tice, nine times out of ten it is both more cumber-
some and more obscure than ordinary language.
Compare, for instance, "We are favoured with
yours of the I5th ultimo" and "We thank you for
your letter of March I5th." . . .

‘The use of periphrases such as "We are in
receipt of" instead of "We have received”, or "to
be of sarvice" instead of "to serve” is a waste of
time, apart from its lack of style.

It should be observed that the word "beg" can
amost invariably beremoved from asentence with
beneficial resultsto the sense. . . .

.. . It isworth while to reiterate that certain
business substitutes for common words should be
rigorously barred. Typica examples are:

" "Your good salves' for "You".

""re" for "about".
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'"Same" for "this' or "it".
""ingt" and "ult." for the name of the month.’
So, brothers, it seems, we are not insane—nor even
‘unpractical’. _
Also, after the first delivery of the lecture on

Officese gaage 69), Mr. C. E. Wiles, the Seles Manager
of Harrods, wrote to me in truly Christian fashion:

‘Last night | sguealed with delight over your
letter from the "multiple store"—a thank-God-
we-are-not-as-other-Stores sort of squedl.

Thismorning ... | findit's usl

‘You have done good. . . .

Both these gentlemen will receivethe Emerald Star.
GLOSSARY OF BRIEF COMMERCIAL TERMS AND

PHRASES
Tosay: Write:
We thank you . . . We beg to acknowledge
Write . . . Communicate ,
Makeinquiries . . . Institute the necessary in-
uiries
Understand, redlize . . . Agprecmte
Tdl, inform . . . Advise
Your second letter . . . Yourfurtherfavour
Aman. .. Our representative
We received . . . We are in receipt of
We believe, think . . We are of opinion
We ag]ree D We are in agreement
We dhdl try ... It will be our endeavour
Wewish . .". We are a present desirous
It ... The same
Some, much . . . A substantial percentage (or
. _ proportion)
Give detalls . . . Furnish particulars
Of to-day . . . Of even date

Y ou——swine! Your good selves
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VALUABLE NEOJOLLYOLOGISMS
From a well-known London shop:

'Should your order not exceed the sum of 17/6
an additional plusage of 25% will be charged.’

From a firm of 'Publishers and Educational Con-
tractors for Handicraft Materials :

‘As officia contractors to your Authority, we
shal welcome the opportunity of sampling you
with anything you would like to see'

'We are sampling Norway with the new
articles!’

"To sample' (thus) is wrong, but | pass it, reluc-
tantly. Itisnot ugly nor pretentious, and | perceive
the need. | cannot say as much for ‘plusage.

‘Soon'
’ ;fn the course of soon | will prepare a rough
raft.’
(An official of the Navy, Army, and Air Force
Ingtitute)

‘Same’
In court a document signed by the defendant was
produced:

"This is my property and | have a perfect right
to ded with same. _
(Signed)

MANCHESTER'
Dear old 'same! There are times and places at

which 'same' tempts the noblest of us. | found a
'same in R. L. Stevenson yesterday:
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I do not know the name of that flower, but it
was of the pink colour, and | thought she would
admire the same, and carried it home. . .

(Catriona)

But, in the Duke's document, it is hard to see
what service is rendered by 'same’, which would not
be done as well by little 'it'. The Duke had not
Stevenson's excuse that he had written one ‘it just
before and had another commﬂ_soo_n. :

Dear old 'samel The odd thing is that the com-
mercial folk, who love 'the same” so well,” suppose
that they are being brief and business-like when th
say 'the'same' instead of 'it'; and we, who prefer ‘it
arewordy high-brows, incapable of understanding the
need for simplicity and speed in the conduct of trade.

A warrior in aNorfolk rectory sends me a charm-
ing piece of same-work, in which 'same’, | think for
the first time, is seen as a limited-liability company:

'Having just published a New Illustrated

Catalogue same will willingly be sent on applica-

tion.'

Here, Bobby, is what your schoolmasters cdl a
delicious Nominativus Pendens or Hanging Nomina-
tive, or akind of BonelessWonder.” We al commit
such crimes; but seldom are they so shameless as
this. There is no possible subject to the sentence,
you see, except dear old 'same, and he has been
doing a little publishing.

! ‘We would be much obliged if you would return the

tree complained of ... It does not mattér same having been
cut, down
Consider aso- )
‘Commencing forthwith, L M S caravans can be booked '
(Advertisement).

'Hastily summoning an ambulance, the corpse was carried
to the mortuary.'
(Novel)
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Now, this is not a hasty letter, so the offence
cannot be fastened upon some defenceless typist. It
isin aprinted leaflet, and there is no excuse. Excel-
lent persons complain in the House of Lords about
the 'palpable scientific untruths' which they find in
advertisements of 'liquor’, and wish such advertising
to be prohibited. Far more serious, in my view, are
the advertiser's indefensible linguistic outrages.
For the damage done to one man's liver is confined
to his liver and his life; but damage to the King's
English may endure for ever and affronts haf the

world.
SENSITIVE SHOPS

I know how sensitive the man of business is; but
his reluctance to use such vulgar words as 'sell' and
'seller' is surely nearing the neurotic.

A warrior has caught, outside a new post officein
Dorset, this: 'STAMP-VENDING MACHINE'

Another gentleman, whose daily task iswhat the
vulgar cal 'window-dressing.' tells me that he is now
described by his fastidious employers as a 'display-
artist’. And when he arranges his window with taste
and ill he is known as a 'good merchandized.

'"The Orientable Visor'

One of our great motor-manufacturers advertises
'A very neat orientable anti-glare visor'. What is
meant, | believe, is a device to keep the sun out of a
motorist's eyes.

‘Soeclating’
‘A sun frock in natural linen ... for sports
spectating.'
(Committed by a Bond Street shop)
I know what could, logicdly, be said for this. But
7
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how can a shop with such a taste in words expect to
persuade us that it has good taste in sun-frocks?

Plain English in Guernsey
Trovisoner and Groceterid

Fun on the Exchanges
‘Industrials displayed severa good features .

'‘Although activity qwetened down offerings
were well absorbed .

'Scattered hedge selllng was absorbed by loca
buying and trade calling offset week-end realizing.'

‘The bond market drifted narrowly . . .

'In the afternoon a good distribution of small
gains was shown, with communication and alcohol
shares very active . . .

'‘After some early indecision the conditions
tended to improve, and while certain |rregular|ty
persisted, fractional gains predominated .

(EXERCISE—Give, inyour ownwords, adescrl p-
tion of the market that day.)

The protagonists' of silver stockswere heartened
by thefirmer world pricesfor the commodity . . .
(The Times|
The Aircraft group remained heavy, and it was
said that its non-resiliency was due to the existence
of afair-sized "bull" account . . .

The market early declined on liquidation and
on sdling by foreign houses due to an anti-
inflation interpretation of the Senate's veto. The
fall was accentuated by reports of favourable
weather.'

! See page 99.
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'‘Business rather marked time yesterday . . .

'Fdls in aircraft were partly a result of profit-
taking which aso reflected Hitler's speech.’

"The upshot of these variousfactors, at any rate,
was that Rentes dropped sharply.'

'Kaffirs firmed up.”

'‘Canadian National Railway Bonds . . . are
widely held by investorsin this country and enjoy
excellent marketability.'

(From a Stockbroker's | etter)

'Only afortnight ago our Metal Market reporter
pointed out that the backwardation on the three
months' quotationfortinhadfallen. . . . Actually,
however, the recent rise in the backwardation of tin
is evidence that wiser counsels are prevailing.'

1 Very septic.
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Now here, Bobby, is one of His Majesty's Judges
discussing a very dull, difficult, and complicated
matter, the valuation of land; but you will see that
it ispossible to discuss the dull, difficult, and compli-
cated affairs of to-day without plunging into the
swampsof Dolichologia, or JungleEnglish, or Officese

From the judgment of Lord Justice MOULTON, in
the case of Re Lucas and Chesterfield Gas and Water
Board, 1909

The principles upon which compensation is
assessed when land is taken under compulsory
powers are well settled. The owner receives for
the lands he gives up their equivalent—that is,
that which they are worth to him in money. His
property is, therefore, not diminished in amount,
but to that extent it is compulsorily changed in
form. But the equivalent is estimated on the
value to him, and not on the value to the pur-
chaser, and hence it has from the first been recog-
nized as an absolute rule that this value is to be
estimated as it stood before the scheme was
authorized by which they are put to public uses.
Subject to that, he is entitled to be paid the full
price for his lands, and any and every element of
value which they possess must be taken into con-
sideration in so far as they increase the value to
him. At a very early date in the history of this
branch of the law there arose what is known as the
question of "speciad adaptability”. The phrase is
not a happy one, for specia adaptability for some
purpose or other is the very basis of the market
value of al land, except, perhaps, land that in al
respects fals below the average. In agricultura
land extra fertility, in town lands advantages of

88
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site, are true cases of specid adaptability for
farming or building purposes. These tend so
directly to increase both the value and the market
price of lands in the hands of a private owner that
it has never been doubted that he could urge them
in augmentation of the compensation which he
was entitled to receive. ... No element of that
which economists term 'Value in use" can, in my
opinion, increase compensation unless it is either
a "value in use" to the sdler, or a "value in use"
to persons other than the proposed purchaser so
as to introduce the element of competition as a
factor in fixing price.
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NOTE. For those who will return to this Work for
refreshment and instruction an Indexisprovided at the end.

‘Commence’
EXERCISE

() Are the following passages correctly quoted?

‘In the commencement God created the
heaven and the earth. o
(GENESIS i. 1)

'‘Blossom by blossom the spring commences.'
(SWINBURNE)

‘The lights commence to twinkle from the

rocks.'
(TENNY SON)

‘A work commenced is half done.'
. (Proverb)

(ABRAHAM COWLEY)

'When the pie was opened the birds com-
menced to sng.

'‘Commence, be bold .

(Nursery Rhyme)

(2) Commit the passages above to memory, and
when you meet an incorrigible ‘commenced open
rapid fire with them until he cries for mercy.

PS—I was grieved and surprised to hear that
two Canons had complained about my first quotation
(above), for | do not go out of my way to offend

0
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churchmen, and there is surely no irreverence in
gopeallng to the origina text as to a model. Two
ays later | read that Mr. Justice Bennett (who will
receive the Blue Star) had jumped upon ‘commence
from the King's Bench. He said: ‘I don't believe it
appears in the Book of Common Prayer And
counsel (who will receive a meda) reminded the
Court that the Bible does not begin, 'In the com-
mencement . . .

So the Canons, to whom my respectful sautes,
must now carry their complaints to the Courts. And
| am sure that they will join me in objecting to such
expressions as 'God-hungry’. We cannot al agree
uPon questions of taste: but | must say that this
orfends me:

'We are living in a God-hungry world.'
(GENERAL EVANGELINE BOOTH, in the Daily——)

No protests to the paper about this, | dare say.
But if | express the hope that from 'God-hunger'
we shall not passto 'God-appetite', | shall, | suppose,
be in trouble again.

Sop Press

| have been asked, Bobby, to exactly why |
object to ‘commence’, and | am told that the answer
of other objectors has been 'l really don't know. It
just obviously provokes objection.’

And a good reply too. But there is more. It is
not so much the word as the habit that is bad."
‘More formal than begin. says the dictionary; but
a chronic commencer commences everything, from
an Eisteddfod to a sandwich. Also, the word is
longer than 'begin', but the length adds no strength.

1 And see 'practically’, and 'literally".
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Also, to my ear, 'beginning' is musical and ‘com-
mencement’ is not. Also, 1t is a Snob-word. You
may go now.

'Centre round'

~ Here, in my judgment, is another offence which
is increasing and ought to be abolished. 'The little
coterie which centred round So-and-So . . ." '‘Com-
ment in the Lobbies centred round the re-alignment
of, etc., ec!

Surely, sureIK, brothers, it should be ‘centred
in'! For how the Thackeray can anything find its
centre round something else which is aready
the centre? If | am wrong it would be correct to
sﬁy ghat the stars centred round the sun. But do
they

At the end of a great speech in the House of
Commons, our dear Sr Austen Chamberlain sad
that if Germany took a certain course

'she would find this country in her path again—
and with this country those great free Common-
wealths which centre round it.’

No man can be crosswith Sir Austen, and | welcome
this excuse to compliment him upon his speech.
Moreover, heis one of the few men who can make a
great speech without preparation,” and | believe that
he could plead that defence in this case. But he
must not lead the legidators astray again. Surely, if
the great free Commonwealths do any 'centring' at
al, which | doubt, they centre in or at, or on the
Mother Country? The one thing certain is that they
cannot centre round her any more than she can stand
at the heart of the circumference.

! See 'Interval for Good Stuff', page 202.
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"While
A comrade sends me some nice pieces of while-
work—'while' used, not very happily, for ‘and' or
‘but':
The Curate read the First Lesson while the
Rector read the Second'

—a horrid scene. Or, worse 4ill:

"The Dean read the Lessons while the Bishop
preached the Sermon.’

And recently on the wirdess, says the comrade, it
was announced that

'Sir John Simon left by aeroplane a 10 p.m.
while Mr. Eden leaves Berlin to-morrow for
Moscow'".

To loan'
‘Loaned on hire’
(Monthly Bulletin, BRITISH FILM INSTITUTE)

At least twenty warriors have thrust their spears
into the verb 'to loan'. He is old, | bdieve, and
emigrated to America. Now he has returned; but,
having grown up with 'lend’, | agree, | do not like
him. For if 'to loan', why not 'to gift' (asin 'l will
gift' you athick ear')?

"Transpire’
A Chester comrade makes a reluctant stab at Sr

George Rankin for the following outrage in an official
report:

'Head Warder P. says that he did not see what
transpired in D Hall.'

! But 'to gift', | hear, is dready raging in some parts of
Seotlad g y raging p
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Transpired! O Gosn! O Golly! The subject of
the report was some disorder a a convict prison.
The meanings of ‘'transpire’, according to the
SO.ED., ae '(|?1 To emit or cause to Pass in the
state of vapour through the walls or surface of the
body. (2) Toemit vapour or perfume. ... Togive
off moisture through the skin ... (3) To pass out
as vapour through pores, to exhale ... to escape
by evaporation. (4) (fig.) To escape from secrecy to
notice . . .

| cannot believe that the mutinous convicts in D
Hall did any of these things, unless it was to 'escape
by evaporation'.

| am happy to be able, for once, to applaud the
bravery of the dictionary named, which concludes
its remarks upon ‘transpire’ thus:

b Misused for: To occur, happen, orig. U.S.
180" app g

Whatever may have been said by some thoughtless,
facetious, or intoxicated person on the American
Continent in 1804, we will not brothers, have ‘trans-
pire' in the sense of ‘occur, happen'. Shoot it.

" Unthinkabl e

'l hope | should do my begt to be of assistance
in the unthinkable event of another European
war. . ..

(The Rev. H. R. L. SHEPPARD in the Daily Herald)

The socid life of the moon is to (or by?) me
unthinkable; and a shy and reticent barber is
unthinkable; and the horrors of another war might
be said to be unthinkable. But when a politician or
public man says that something is 'unthinkable' you
may make a safe bet that, as in this instance, not
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only the speaker but the genera population are think-
ing hard about the unthinkable thing. Some of us
remember sadly that in the year 1914 the thinkers
about war with GermanK were frequently declaring
such a war to be unthinkable.

Insanitary Verbs

Do we battle in vain, brothers? | thought that
we had killed the baneful verb 'to sabotage. But
hereit is, in the New Satesman again, and—worse—
poisoning the pages of one of my most favoured
dailies, in aleading article too.

'It is almost as if the Cabinet had decided to
sabotage in advance the Foreign Secretary's mission
to Berlin and Moscow.'

Sabotage meant the malicious throwing of shoes,
or sabots, by French workmen into the machinery of
their masters.  The noun, meaning "spiteful damage’,
has come to stay, and, so long as it behaves itself,
may do some service. But let us by dl means sabo-
tage the verb, for the robust verb 'to wreck' will
aways do the same work better. Certain politicians
like It, because it can be used to suggest malicious
injury where there is no malice and no injury is
done. But that is only to say that the use of It is
unfair aswell as unlovely. (See 'Witch-words, page
229.) Some will admonish me that we have made a
verb of 'to garage’; but that is a very poor precedent.
'Garage' has become 'garridge’ already; and though
the statesman may still say 'sabotahj’ it will soon be
'sabotidge’ or 'sabotaij’. Now, 'damidge’ has a pass-
able sound and even 'garridging' is eesly said; but
'sabotaged’ and 'sabotidging” will be impossible and
nauseous.  So that the verb fails, asthefilm-folk say,
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‘for sound' as wel as for sense. (See 'Entrance
Examination’, Appendix |.) _ _

Itsusein this case is singularly inept. The picture
of the Cabinet doing malicious damage to the misson
of its own Foreign Secretary, arranged by its own
authority, is ridiculous enough. But in addition,
mark you, we have here the picture of asuperior body
throwing shoes into the machinery, or mission, of a
subordinate individual; so that the original sense has
been completely forgotten. And how can a mission
be sabotaged 'In advance? A thing is sabotaged,
surely, if itissabotaged at all (which Heavenforbid!),
when it is sabotaged, and not before.

I$inl

A warrior sendsmeasportingcuriosity which cheers
but not infuriates me. 'Why.' he says, 'does the
Oxford crew go out for apracticespin? Why 'spin'?
| can't imagine. | know that oarsmen are not the
only sportsmen who go for 'spins. Pugilists go for
'spins (that is, trots) beforebreakfast. My dictionary
sys

'SPIN (4). A spell of continuous movement by

way of exercise or pastime; a fairly rapid ride or

run of some duration. 1856. (5) A spell of quick

rowing or sailing. 1875. "A ten-mile spin with a

great-coat on" 1890.

But it does not say who said 'spin’ in these senses, or
why. My own theory is that 'spin’ was first used of
adrive in a horse-carriage by some poetical plough-
man who saw the squire'swheels 'spinning' round and
looking like topsin the evening sun.  Then afast ride
on a horse became a spin, though the wheels were no
longer present; then it was extended from a horse
running to a man running; and so to walking, sailing,
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and rowing. It isan odd word, | agree, with which
to describe the dignified movements of the Oxford
University boat, though | do not feel very hot
about it.

But if any one says that at Hammersmith Bridge
Cambridge spurted and sabotaged Oxford's lead—as
one day, If we are not careful, somebody will—then,
brothers, he shal see our swords flash.

More 'izcs
In the great Times the Mayor of Vancouver is
reported to have sad that

‘Vancouver is being victimized by an organized
attempt to capitalize for revolutionary purposes
the conditions of depression..

This musical sentence shows how ri?ht we were
to deprecate the uncontrolled manu acture and
use of uncomely verbs in '-ize. 'Victimize® and
‘capitalize’, poor half-breeds though they are, have
done good service in politica controversy and will
do more, if they are not overworked in the wron
places. But now every one who considers himsel
Injured is 'victimized' and every one who seeks to
profit ‘capitalizes. | shall be told that the words are
clear and useful. Well, then, let us have more;

"Vancouver is being victimized by an organized
attempt to capitalize for revolutionizing purposes
the depressionized conditions.'

That, | think, is equally clear. But so, | humbly
ugges,, is this:

'Vancouver is the victim of revolutionaries who
are trying to make political profit from the
depression.’
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I throw that off lightly. No doubt there are many
brief and better ways of expressng the mayor's
thought.

His use of 'victimize, | confess, amuses me; for the
word was invented by those againg whom he now
employs it. But ‘capitalize? No. If we must
'bitterize' our arguments with the mulish word, let
us at least see that it observes its own rules. In my
view | can only 'capitalize' (that is to say, convert
into capital) something which already belongs to me.
Y ou may say rudely that | 'capitalize' my rheumatism
(which, by theway, continues still) by writing articles
about it. But | cannot capitalize your rheumatism
by writing articles about it. And therefore | con-
demn the advertisement sent to me by a warrior
which asserts that the makers of certain cellular
blankets have 'capitalised this mother-instinct in
their Sales campaign for 1935.

| suppose you will now say that the 'depression’
belongstoevery one, andthereforetherevol utionaries
can correctly be said to convert it into (political)
capital. | don't care what you say. ." will not have
the mongrel verb.

PS—And (this will show you that | do not
exaggerate the perils of 'izery") a warrior tells me
that he has trodden on the hybrid verb 'to virilize';

. . . andthe determi nation to virilize his croon-
ing, so to speak .
(News Chronicle Week-end Supplement)

That 'so to speak’ is amoving pleafor mercy; but,
no, brothers, we must be firm. For ‘'ize-mania is
contagious and quick. The next thing, we shal read
of Herr Hitler feminizing hisforeign policy—O Gosh!
| havejust lookedin thedictionary and IT isTHERE!

'FEMINIZE—1652. Tomakeor becomefeminine.'
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| surrender. | give up the struggle. No, | dont'.
For 'virilize is not there yet. Let us fight on.

'Pro-tagonist’

| heard with horror and genuine surprise from
a warrior that the word ‘protagonist’ is being
used as if it were pro-tagonist—one who is for
something, and opposed to ant-agonist, one who is
against it. Heavens! And hereis Sr Samuel Hoare
making a fine (and prepared) speech for the third
reading of the Government of India Bill:

'My right honourable friends and others have
come out In this House as the protagonists of self-
determination.’

O dear!

'Protagonist’, Bobby, is compounded of the Greek
TTPOOT0S (meaning 'first’) and aromarfc (meaning ‘com-
batant' or 'actor’), and the whole means the chief
personage in adrama or conflict. Y ou may say that
Sir John Simonwastheprotagonistinthe Stresadrama,
but not that he was a protagonist for Peace. And then
they say that it is awaste of time for Englishmen to
learn the 'dead languages. They should be taught
in every elem§ntar?]/ school—and in @l the schools
of journalism.”~ Why not advocate or champion?

'"To sabotage

This ugly beast still prowls abroad.  See the 'May-
Day Manifesto of the Labour Party and Trades
Union Congress:

‘Changes in the economic system which will
shorten hours of toil, etc. ... are deliberately
obstructed and sabotaged.’

! See The Dead Languages, page 162.
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'‘And.’ let us édd, ‘barraged, persiflaged, en-
touraged, orphanaged, misusaged, wreckaged, bond-
alged, and stoppaged.” Now, | think, the meaning is
Clear.

'Contact’

The useful noun ‘contact’ has been ill-treated for
along time by some of the young and precious, who
no longer meet pleasant people but make intriguing
contacts.

Ten thousand times more loathsome is the verb
'to contact'—have you met it? A charming lady in
the publicity business shocked me when we parted
by saying that 'It has been such fun contacting you'.
My brothers, Ielt this verb be sabotaged by every
possible avenue.

'Frankenstein®

Mr. Attlee, in a debate on foreign affairs, ex-
hibited a delightful piece of Frankenstein-work:

'For the creation of this Frankenstein the British

Government must bear its share of responsibility.’

It is hard to say why so many distinguished
politicians (and lawyers) indst on dragging the
dreary fellow Frankenstein into their speeches,
especidly as, nearly aways, they drag him upside-
down. Theillustrious Fowler has patiently reminded
the world of the correct method of doing a Franken-
stein, if it must be done; but it may be worth while
to remind the world again.

Frankenstein is a character in a book by the wife
of the poet Shelley, a mortal who creates a being in
the form of man; and he is himself tormented by his
creature,

! “Should you be able to contact some Wedgwood pottery . ..
we shall appreciate it (Letter from North America)
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_Frankenstein, then, is the creator and victim; but
nine politicians out of ten make Frankenstein the
monster, asMr. Attlee does. But he goesfartherinto
the swamps of error than most orators. For he
spesksof a'share of responsibility’.  Sothat Franken-
stein has now become a sort of committee or cor-
poration. It would have been strong, at least (though
ridiculous), to say that the British Government was
a Frankenstein which would be tormented and
destroyed by the monster of its own creation. But
since the monster in his mind was 'Hitler German?g',
not even Mr. Attlee could go so far as that. So he
watersit down to a'share of responsibility’, and what-
ever dramatic force there might have been in the
dlusion disappears.

The orders are, then, statesmen al—no more
Frankenstein stuff, whether you understand what
you are saying or not. And for you, my warriors,
the only course is to cackle loud and long whenever
you hear such a sentence rolling pompoudly from the
platform. Go on cackling, too, until the orator has
to stop and ask you why you cackle. Then tell him.
He won't get Frankenstein skew-whiff again. Leave
no stone unturned to victimize Frankenstein and his
confounded monster.

P.S—I should add, in case | may seem to be
claiming superior knowledge, that | got the informa-
tion about F. out of reference works. Mr. Attlee
evidently has not read the story of F. Nor have I.
And | don't suppose | ever shal. But then | don't
drag him into political speeches.

FRANKENSTEIN GIVES A PARTY FOR NEMESIS.

Mr. T. J. OConnor, K.C., in the Rattenbury
murder trial: "... a woman who had erected in
this poor young man a Frankenstein of jealousy
8
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which she could not control. Frankenstein was

too great for her, Frankenstein pursued her, and
gerﬂeas | suggest, came on the night of March
4th."

'In any shape or form." 'Of any sort or kind'

This must stop. Lawyers and politicians, please
note.

'Anticipate*

Many warriors attack those who say 'anticipate
when they mean no more than 'expect’. They are
rg%ht, and will receive medals. If there are an
rebels who do not admit that the act is wrongful,
let them consider these two sentences and say
whether they mean the same thing: 'John and Jane
expected to be married’ and 'John and Jane antici-
pated marriage.’

""| anticipate to prove conclusively." said Mr.
Edmunds, "that the defendant knew perfectly well
that the jewelry was not his property.”

The Times)

And Mr. Edmunds was Counsel for the Crown in
the prosecution of a Duke. O fie! Perhaps the
importance of the case bewildered him. The odd
thing is that earlier in the hearing Mr. Edmunds said
that he expected to prove that the Duke had done
this or that; so that he is est%loped, as the lawyers
say, from pleading that he did not know the word
‘expect’. | cannot believe that my learned brother
in the law believes that 'anticipating' is the same
as 'expecting’, or that 'anticipate’ is the more elegant
word. In fact, the thing is a mystery.
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Notefor Bobby.—'Anticipate’, Bobby, has dways
(or should have) the notion of doing or taking
something in advance of something—before the
proper, natural, or appointed time (strictly, it means
to saize ante or beforehand). [If you ask your poor
father to give you a bicycle, you may or may not
expect to get it, but you do not anticipate to get it
(unlessyou are appearing for the Crown). Now, if
your father pops in with a strong 'No, Bobby, |
won't give you a bicycle’ when you have only said,
'Please, Daddy——' he may be said to anticipate your
request, or the end of your sentence.

Here is a good example:

The General Council of the Trade Union Con-
gress decided to suggest . . . that the anticipated
surplusin theinsurance fund . . . should beused
to, etc. . . .

But if it had been 'anticipated’ it would have been
used aready.

The crime is common. Hereistheillustrious Mr.
J. L. Garvin gtriding the sacred quarterdeck of the
Observer:

'‘Nothing like the magnitude of what happened
could be anticipated.’

He means here, Bobby, | suppose, ‘foreseen'.
Why any one should want to use the word except
on the rare occasons when he must, | cannot tell.

EXERCISE

Have you the faintest notion what this means?
'Mr. Lang, aswas expected, presented victory to
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Mr. Stevens even more handsomely than was
anticipated. .
(TheObser ver'sCorrespondentin Sydney)

'As to'
To consider as to the provision of landing-stages
on the Embankment . . .
(L.C.C.agenda)

'Asto', | suppose, makes the Councillors feel that
they are not committed to actual consideration.

But here is the Board of Education:

The question referred to the Committee by the
Board of Education was worded thus:

To inquire as to the selection and provision
of books for public Elementary schoals. . . .

(See Fowler's Modern English Usage: 'As'—saven
columns)

Aftermathematics

‘Aftermath’ ismuch overworked. [t means 'second
or later mowing: the crop of grass which springs up
after the mowing in the early summer'.

But what does this mean?

. . . ideas of individuality, freedom, tolerance,
and eternal youth with which the aftermath of war
was impregnated.’ | cannot tell. But one of the
specid prizes for Hapﬁy Metaphors will go to the
Impregnated Aftermath.

Why, by the way, is the metaphorical 'aftermath’,
as arule, unpleasant?

Very often it is a 'hideous aftermath’; and | have
Seen one 'sinigter aftermath’.  There is nothing very
gnigter (is there?) in a second crop of grass.
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‘Literally

"The horse was literally melting like butter.' It may
have been toffee—or chocolate: | cannot swesr to the
butter. But | know that the horse was literally
melting. And the speaker was Mr. R. C. Lyle, fine
writer and racing correspondent to The Times. He
was, it is fair to add, speaking on the wireless, just
before the Derby; and in such a%itating circum-
stances aman may be foré;iven much. Mr. H. B. T.

Wakelam had the same defence when he said that
some one ‘. . . literally cracked Vincent to the
boundary.*

The only safe way with 'literally*, Bobby, is never
to say 'literally’. If you say 'literaly' a thousand
times there is a faint chance that it may be correct
and valuable once or twice—but not more. In most
of the other instances you will perceive, if you give
the brain a little work, that what you really mean is
'not Iiteralgl‘. For 'literally' means 'in the very
words, word for word. . . . (b) Used to indicate that
the following word must be taken in its literal sense'.
By 'literaly' you should mean that you mean every
word you say; but, as arule, you mean that you don't
mean aword of it. So Mr. Lyle meant that the horse
was melting 'as it were' like butter, not literally, but,
as Nanny would say, 'in amanner of speaking'. You
may St tor along time trying (in vain) to think of a
genuine, legitimate 'literally’; and the odds against
one turning up suddenly in conversation are so high
that is is safest, | repeat, to avoid the word. Shun
it especidly when you are using ametaphorica figure
of speech, such as 'coining money’, ‘cutting the
|foa|nter', ‘burning your boats, or 'heaping s of
ire: for then you are sure to be unsound and are
probably slly. You might say that Mr. Badwin
was a the top of the tree, and we should 4l
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understand you. But if you say that heis 'literaly
at the top of the tree’ we shdl think of abird or a
monkey. You may be ‘fed-up with newspapers”:
but if you are 'literally fed-up with newspapers
V¥]e can only conclude that you have been eating
them.
~ Most of us dso say 'literaly' when what we mean
is Veritably' or 'absol uteI?/' or 'really'—or Virtualy™,
‘practically’ or Very nearly'—flinging into the bettle
what we think is aconvincing word to support afalse
or unconvincing cause. 'l wasliterally exnausted'—
'She literally ignored me—The place was literally
empty'. ‘Literally' here is a sort of verbal italics;
it is like the fierce faces of a feeble fellow; and an?/-
thing that it does you can do better by using atruly
forcibleword instead or by giving an emphatic accent
to the word which it qualifies—for example, to
‘exhausted’, 'ignored’, and 'empty’.

| do not say, Bobby, that ‘literally' is never valid
or useful. But, at its best, it is only a confession
that, as arule, we do not mean what we say and an
appeal to the world to believe us this time. 'The
Blackheath boy . . . cdled on yet another effort,
literally leaving Lovelock with his finishing effort’
Sunday Times). 'Not France, for with literaly half
the members of the Assembly in her pocket . . .
(Lord Edward Gleichen). If 'hdf is true, ‘literally’
is unnecessary: if 'half is not, ‘literaly’ will not
improve the lig; and, either way, it goesill with 'in
her pocket'. If, at a picnic, Bobby, you quarrelled
with George about the lighting of the fire and George
emptied the brazier over you, you might say that
he literally 'heaped cods of fire' upon your head.
But | should not bother to arrange a picnic for that
purpose. For you will find, I think, a vaid 'literaly'
on page 181
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'Infer' and 'Ilmply
‘Infer’, Bobby, is not the same as 'imply". ‘Infer'
is a sort of thinking and 'imply” is a sort "of saying.
If you see a man staggering aong the road you may
infer that he is drunk, without saylng aword; but it

ou sy 'Had one too many? you do not infer but
Imply that he is drunk.

Feasible
'He found that the% had taken his imaginary
letter seriously and published it, as though it was
feasible that the Chancellor would send him aletter
divulging Budget secrets.'
(THE RT. HON. L. S. AMERY, M.P)

'Feesble’ Bobby, means 'doabl€e/, not ‘possible,
‘probable, or 'likely'. A revolution might be feasible
to-morrow, but not rain. | am possibly, probably,
and very likely, but not feasibly, an ass

EXERCISE
What did the charwoman say when invited to
forgo her mid-morning cup of tea?
ANSWER
'‘Not blooming feasibly.’
‘Voice
The letter which P]/ou published on April 5th . . .

voices, | believe, the opinion of a very large pro-
portion of the thinking people in this country.’

| do not greatly like 'to voice€, even when the
Mayor 'voices the feeling of the whole Borough.
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This may be unreasonable: for we 'eye people, or
fail to 'stomach’ them; we 'head' the fox (or the list),
and 'foot' the hill; we 'shoulder' a burden, and 'back’
afriend. So, | suppose, we must let the Mayor con-
tinue—in his speeches—to voice the opinion of the
Borough. But | 4ill feel—a pedant, maybe—that a
letter cannot legitimately be said to do any voicing.

7 understand'
"The duices, | understand, are operated by a
system of cam-gauges. . . .

When a writer or speaker says 'l understand’, he
may mean any of the following:

(D 'l do not understand, and probably never
shal." (Asabove)

(2) 'l believe!
(3) 'l suspect.’
(4) 'l know.'

(5) 'l have been informed.’

(6) Thereis a strong rumour at the club', or

7) 'l have considerable sympathy with you,
though | shal never understand why people like you
behave in this extraordinary manner.'

But it is very rarely that he means 'l understand'.
No grave danger to the country here, Bobby: but
a curiosity worth watching.

SNOB-WORDS
'l deology’

'Ideology’ means '(1) The science of idess, the
study of the origins and nature of idess. . . .
(2) Ided or abstract speculation; esp. visonary
theorizing.'
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According to J. Adams, Napoleon invented the
word, and meant by it Visionary theorizing'.

It does not mean a given person's principles and
beliefs or attitude to life and politics. But that is
how the intense people who love a wriggling snob-
word use it. It is most employed in what are called
‘progressive circles. If you meet a young woman
who has just returned from an eight-day vist to
Russia she will probably inform you that you have
a 'bourgeois ideology’, and unless you know that she
is using the word wrongly this may make you feel
very uncomfortable. Or you may hear a young man
murmur dreamily to another from the depths of a
shaded sofa 'Your ideology is so antagonistic to
mine€—by which he means that they do not agree
upon certain unimportant subjects.

This is both erroneous and nasty; so now, brothers,
you will know what to do.

You will find it quite easy, Bobby, to pass through
life and attain high honour in almost any walk of
life without ever using the word ‘ideology'.

'‘Mentality' too. O Gosh!

'Phenomenal’

‘That was why the Opposition refused to
support the Government in their phenomenal

expanson. . . .
(SR STAFFORD CRIPPS, M.P.)

Sr Stafford Cripps was educated at Winchester
College and | shdl always be grateful to him for
giving me my football colours. But, after this
promising start, he should have known better than
to use the swaggering but gutless ‘phenomenal’.

‘Phenomenon’, Bobby, is a Greek participle
(neuter) meaning 'appearing’ and nothing more. It
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is, no doubt, auseful word in science and philosophy,
meaning a 'thing that appears or is perceived or
observed—a fact or occurrence. Just any thing,
fact, occurrence, or what-not. It need not be an
enormous or astonishing thing: it can be a beetle or
awet day. Thereisnothing in its origin, history, or
scientific usage to justify us in using it as a sub-
stitute for 'prodigy’, though this was done, | believe,
by someloosefellowin 1771  Nor does 'phenomenal’
properly carry the meaning of ‘prodigious, 'extra-
ordinary’, or ‘exceptional’. It means ‘apparent,
perceptibl€e', as opposed to 'redl, absolute’. So that,
strictly, Sr Stafford, Kou would speak of a 'pheno-
mena expansion' of the Air Force if you meant or
knew that it was not really, substantialy, or in the
long run, being expanded at al. Your use of the
word is merely parrot-patter, and it must not occur

again.
Notefor Statesmen.—Don't believe everythingyou
seein the dictionary.

'Intriguing'

Here is a startling offence, attributed, in The
Times, to Mr. J. Ewart Smart, Director of Education
at Acton:

~"Two intriguing questions arose—namely, how
did we expect to inculcate road sense in the case
of children from threetofiveyearsof age. . . .

‘Intriguing’ does not—at leadt, it shal not—mean
'very interesting'.

An intriguing question, | admit, is less hateful
than an intriguing hat or pair of pyjamas; but |
can e nothing in this question that is intriguing,
inany sense. It is a simple and a rather slly ques
tion. My dictionary says that 'to intrigue' is to
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trick, deceive, perplex (now rare); to carry on under-
hand plotting, etc.; and, 'as a recent Gdliciam, to
excite the curiosity or interest of. Feeble, as usual.
This 'recent Gallicism', brothers, | declare to be not
rare but redundant. It must die.

EXERCISE

Are the following passages correct?

'He wore an intriguing bowler hat.'

The Bishop preached an intriguing sermon.’

"The Majority Report of the Royal Commission
Oenadt'he Disposal of Sewage provides intriguing
reading.’

'Envisage
'He envisaged the building of a double-deck
station and the construction of atube. . . .
(Sr PHILIP DAWSON in The Times)

The poet Keats may write 'to envisage circum-
stance, dl calm’; one might envisage the Parliament
of Man or the Reign of Peace. But to envisage the
building of a railway station has high 'pomposity-
value.  Why not ‘consider’, ‘propose, ‘contemplate’,
‘plan’, or 'suggest'?
~ The word sounds well in French, but pronounced
in English is ugly; and it should be another warning
to us not to take such words as 'sabotage’ to our
incautious bosoms. for 'sabotahj’ in the end will
become 'sabotidge’ or 'sabotaij'.

‘Vicinage
. . . welcomes you for a stay at modest Tariff
while you explore the vicinage' _
(Advertisement)
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Yes, 'vicinage is in the dictionary and was used
by Burke and Horace Wdpole. But | should like to
hear the gentleman who wrote it pronounce it. Then
| should like to hear whether he knows the origin
of the word (the Latin vicmus, Bobby). For | sus
pect that he is one of those who condemn the teaching
of Latin and Greek.

‘Nonchalantly'

In the dictionary. But how is it pronounced?

In my view, Bobby, we should never write aword
which we cannot comfortably read aloud.

‘Brochure’

In the United States Senate, | believe, the affected
‘cloture’ brings debatesto an end. And innumerable
hotels in England offer to send me an 'lllustrated
Brochure on request’.

Why?

And how do the managers pronounce it?

'Proceed

'Proceed’ was a fine word once—a dignified word
to be kept for dignified occasons. "Then shdl the
Bishop proceed to the Communion.” It was well
enough for our dignified policemen 'to proceed to
the scene of the crime, for our dignified troops 'to
proceed to France. But now the whole world 'pro-
ceeds—and even 'proceeds to go’; and those who
merely 'go’ or ' have become the dignified excep-
tions. So it did not surprise me much to see that
oil had caught the habit:

'Diagram of oil proceeding from feeder pipe into
main pipe.’
(Monthly Bulletin, BRITISH FILM INSTITUTE)
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'Discussant’

‘JudgeR. S. Hoskings . . . hasbeen substituted
as discussant in the place of Frank T. Sharpe at
the Group Meeting on The Contribution of Child
Guidance Theory to the Treatment of Behaviour
Problems. . . .

(The Dally Bulletin of the National Conference of
Social Work . . . Montreal)

Evidently the Group is composed of sociological
fussants, but if 'speaker' is too crude would not
‘discusser’ do?

Jungle Suff in Norther,i Ireland
'Pavilions No. | and No. 2 will be devoted to
ambulant female patients, who will now be more
proximal to the administrative theatre. . . .
(Belfast Paper)

This might be ajoke, and ought to be, but, | fear,
IS not.

'‘Proxima’, | know, is aword used in anatomy;
aggll know what ‘ambulant® means, but, redly,
redly!

EXERCISE
Who wrote:
'So proximal and yet so distal’?

'Haver' (unfortunate use of)
~ The League Council, after considerable haver-
ing, came to no definite decison.
(Somebody's Geneva Correspondent)

But 'to haver', Bobby, means 'to talk foolishly,
to talk nonsense, not, as so many of us seem to
think, 'to hesitate or hover'.
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Happy Metaphor
The Irish Free State had held out the olive
branch but nothing of a concrete nature had come
out of it. . . .
(Mr. MAXTON, M.P.—Daily Telegraph)

'Factor'

'l am assured that the greatest income from an
single factor in Switzerland is in connection wit
the League of Nations.'

(Mr. R. DAVIES, M.P.—Hansard)

'. . . there would certainly seem to be some
factor at work undermining their resistance to this

disease. . . . Referring to a number of factors

that wereinimical to health. . . . To-day we have

a new factor in intermingling in cinemas, trains,

omnibuses. . . . Another grave factor is unem-

ﬁlecg/ment. ... The third factor making for ill-
thisthedums. . . .

(Lord HAREWOOQD, as reported in a Birmingham
paper)

'Factor' is a useful labour-saver, grossy over-
worked; and five factors in twenty-three lines seem
excessive.

! Knowledgeable

The Welsh Department of the Board of Educa-
tion, in its report for 1934, remarks that the term
‘a knowledgeable man or woman' appears to be
faling into disuse; and seems to regret it. | do not.
It may be apeculiar fad, but | detest 'knowledgeable
(eapecig(ljy when used instead of ‘intelligent’, ‘well-
informed’, ‘'learned’, 'educated’, 'well-read’, ‘wisg,
‘thoughtful’, and other worthy words).
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Our noun-able words (compared with our verb-
able words—like 'movablé, Bobby are very few;
and most of them are man eacea{) ill-bred, though
useful and popular—as P le serwoeable
‘fashionable’, 'seasonable, 'saeable, marnageable
ﬁ?ur precious ‘reasonable’ is really a verb-able, |

ink—'able to be questioned’, cdled to account,
reasoned, or reasoned with, thoughl may be wrong.)

If knowleda%eable was used only to describe one
who was capable of something or other, it would at
least be defensible in logic, though it would sill be
a blot on the stud-book, and 'teachable’ would ill
be better.

But it isnot, asarule, used thus. You cal aman
knowled%eable when you mean that he has aready
acquired knowledge and is full of information. And
that is like saylea% 'marriageable’ when you mean
'married’, or 'sdeable’ when you mean 'sold'.

This is a difficult affair, brothers | use 'peace-
able’ and 'fashionable’ so often that | do not like to
'put the Whips on' against 'knowledgeable'. But any
warrior who wishes to please the Master will shun
the word, or only use it, if he must, in the sense of
‘teachable’ or ‘capable of learning'.

P.S—And let no citizen suppose that he is entitled
to invent a new word of this kind by taking eag noun
and adding ‘'able to it—such as 'collegedble or
‘foodable’. This is no nervous fancy, brothers—see
'Readable’, denounced elsewhere.

IWearl
'Motley's the only weare’ (SHAKESPEARE)
| have been implored by many to attack 'neck-
wear', 'foot-wear', 'deep-wear',” and ‘swim-wear'.
! Not 'slumber', | beg.
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Perhaps because | am week, perhaps because th
are brief and smple, they do not anger me so muc
as others. But | agree with an Oxford warrior that
when an optician In that venerable city advertises
not glasses, nor even spectacles, but

EYEWEAR

the time has come for 'a measure of severity'.!
And would not NOSEWEAR be nearer to truth?

'Rendition’

A warrior-Colonel writes plaintively from Alder-
shot that for thirty years he has been fighting, in
vain, againgt this kind of crime:

'You are reqruested to expedite the rendition of
your Return of Musica Horses, ec.

~ And why, at concerts, another comrade aptly
inquires, do Vocalists never sing, but 'give apleasing
rendition’ of Tosti's ‘Good-bye?

‘Rendition’, | see, is dated 1601; but | do not care.
And | Igreatly fear that before long the voca