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It is said that music is one of the three
things, which bring humanity nearer to divinity.
The other two are art and literature”. ®ox3
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From Sunday Times 19th February
1939.

ROBOT WITH HUMAN VOICE

FOR THE WORLD FAIR

An electric device, which can imitate the
human speech, has been invented by the engi-
‘neers of the Bell Telephone Laboratory, United
States. Called the Voder, (short for voice operation
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demonstrator) it will be exhibited at the New
York World Eair.

Unlike the telephone receiver or the loud
speaker which only reproduces speech the Voder
originates speech at the touch of an operator,
synthesizing sounds to form words.

~ The engineers who built it, had found during
their telephone researches that by means of
electrical filters and other complicated gadgets,
they could produce twenty-three basic sounds
and that intelligible speech could be synthesized
from various combinations of these sounds, con-
trolled by a skilled operator, manipulating a key-
board and foot pedal.

Mimics and Imitates

The machine’s possible sound combinations
are so various that Voder can imitate the
injections, overtones and shading of human
action. By altering pitch it can change from
a man’s voice toa woman’s or child’s. It can
mimic animal sounds, locomotive whistles, the
noise of an airplane engine.
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But Voder has one drawback. It cannot
sound the letter “I”’ naturally; when the keys
were manupulated for the word “Bell Telephone,"
it gave it as something like Behrw Tehwephone.)
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Sunday Hindu Paper dated 9-10-193839 48 7088 Doy
BWOR YA,

WORLD’S LARGEST BALLOON

The biggest balloon ever made is shortly
to go up. Constructed by Polish engineers,
aviators and scientists, the balloon exceeds
4,800,000 cubic feet in volume, has a maximum
diameter of 209 feet and will be 459 feet high
when it takes off. The flyers who will man
the aluminium and steel gondola intend to
explore the stratosphere and hope to discover
more about cosmic rays. The flight starts from a
Spot near the Tatry mountains, in south-western
Poland, not far from the Czechoslovakian border.
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