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HEROM -
THE. HONOURABLE SHR1 G. S. ‘GUPTA,
CHAIRMAN OF THE HINDI TRANSLATION COMMITTEE,

To
THE HoNoURABLE THE PRESIDENT,
THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF INDIA,
NEeEw DELHI.
SIR,

On behalf of the Hindi Translation Committee appointed by you,
I beg to submit the Hindi version of the Draft Constitution of India, as
finally passed by the Committee at its meeting on the 28th May 1948. On
the very first day of our meecting it was made clear to us, by you, that we
were not merely to make a popular translation of the Draft Constitution
but should make it, as far as it lay within our power, as accurate and precise
and as authoritative as the FEnglish Draft. We were also told to choose
words which are most likely to be common to the various Provinces of the
Dominion of India. We have tried to adhere to these dircctions. But the
difficulties in our way were obvious and many. We, however, embarked on
this difficult task as we thought that we might serve, though imperfectly,
as sappers and miners in the process of making a new road for Hindi. Up
till now Hindi—in fact every other language of India—has been the vehicle
of thoughts on subjects such as theology, poetry, history and the like.
Owing to political reasons and the domination of a.foreign power, Hindi
ceased to be the vehicle of higher scientific instructions, of law and of
constitutions.

2. The first step we took was to mark out technical words and phrases
and fix upon suitable Hindi equivalents. This was no easy job.
The words in common use in all languages arc loose and do not convey
precise meaning. This was more so in the casec of Hindi, as Hindi has
never been used for making laws and drafting constitutions. This took a
conglderable part of our time. In this connection, we must record our
feelings of %ratitude for the great help that we reccived from one of our
colleagues, Dr. Raghuvira. In fact, he has played the main part in supply-
ing us with suitable words. But our difficulty increased because the draft
constitution in English changed considerably from time to time. And after
the Draft in the final form was received by us on the 26th of February 1948,
:het.date for the first meeting of the Constituent Assembly varied from time
o time.

3. I hope you would kindly permit me to say a few words to remove
some common fallacies which arc prevalent generally in regard to this
subject. Some people think that the words in common parlance should
suffice for the purpose of such drafting. This is not possible in any lafgiage,
Each special subject has its specialised vocabulary and the popular language
simply fails to serve the purpose. Fven a first class M.A. in Engl*sh would
be at sea if he were asked to read a page of a book on Integral C:Jculus or
Thermo Dynamics. This is an extreme example to illustrate my point.
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When such is the case’with a developed language iike English, it would
be absurd to think that our present popular vocabulary of Hindi (or
Hindustani) can serve the purpose in any specialised branch of knowledge
or administration. When we have to provide Hindi equivalents for words
with fine distinctions like consent and assent, or recovery, realisation and
receipt and a thousand others, the popular vocabulary simply fails. One
must learn the terminology to be ailc to understand the subject.

4. Then there is another mistaken idea. It is generally said that we
must retain English words that have become current in Hindi language.
That may be very good as far as popular language is concerned. But when
we go to specialised knowledge we have no alternative but to reject many
of them. I will illustrate my point. Let us take the word ‘‘thermometer’”.
It is a very common word and is understood even in villages. For ordinary
parlance nobody would like to substitute ‘‘thermometer’” with any new
Hindi equivalent. But this ‘“‘thermometer’’ though popular and may
persist in the common man’s language, will not and cannot find a place
in a Hindi book on Physics. If we kecp onc word like “‘thermometer’” we
have to keep hundreds of its unfamiliar derivatives and compounds.

The same would apply in regard to Arabic and Persian words. We
gave considerable thought to this problem. And as a result of our experi-
ence we came to the conclusion that Hindustani (fusion of Hindi and Urdu
with varying degrees of Hindi and Urdu words in different localities)
can remain only the spoken language of those areas. It can become also
“he national language of India, but in the limited sense of common man’s
spoken language only. The language of higher sciences - of administration
and law cannot be Hindustani. There is no go from the position that it can
be either Hindi derived mostly from Sanskrit or Urdu derived mostly from
Arabic and Persian. We cannot have both except in common parlance.
To give only one example and but a few of its derivatives Jet us take the
word ““law’’. “‘l.aw” bhas to be distinguished from rules, ordinances, regu-
lations, orders and a lot others. Its derivatives and compounds have also
to be provided for. For ““law” alone' it is easy and desirable to adopt a
current Arabic word “Quanun’’. But if we have to make provision for the
whole serics, then we must either reject the word ““Qanun’, howsoever
current and dear it may be, or else we must adopt a lot of other words to
meet our requirements. That must necessarily bring in new words of
Persian and Arabic origin which are not common and have little affinity
with our languages cven as they are today. The word ““law’ has no less
than about 80 derivatives and compounds, e.g., lawful, unlawful, lawless,
law-abiding, law-giver, law-maker and so on and so forth. In specialised
branches of knowledge and administration we must choose cither Hindi
based on Sanskrit or Urdu based on Arabic and Persian. We have decided
in favour of Hindi for reasons which are obvious. Tt has one great advant-
age, viz., these words would be common to most of the languages of the
Dominion of India—FHindi, Muar:.thi, Guijarati. Beneali, etc. ‘I hey are all
of Sanskrit origin and even in the South. the Dravidian languages, particu-
larly Telugu, Kanarese, Malayalam are highly nurtured in Sanskrit.

S. T would beg your indulgence in trying to meet another criticism,
which is likely to come from persons lcarned in Hindi literature, with
respect to the choice of words and style.

Axs to ‘the choice of words, it is easy in many cases to suggest an alterna-
tive for the one accepted here. For instance we have the words “Mantri®’,
“Sachiva®™ and “Amatya’ in Hindi which we have to fix for Minister and
Secretar We have fixed “Mantri’® for Minister and “Sachiva” for
Secreta One may as well say, whv not “Sachiva’ or ‘“Amatya’ for
Minister and “Man*-*"’ ~~ ““Amatya’ for Secretary. On the face of it there
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may not appear any reason for the choice. But in many cases the choice of
words has been after due deliberation, and in a few, after hours of discus-
sions. In this particular case we have chosen the word ‘“Mantri”’ because
it is on the mantrana (advice) of his Minister that the Governor acts; and
**Sachiva’’ is from Sacha, onc who is with his master. :

As to the style, we would like to impress that in every language each
subject has its own style. If this is borne.in mind, the objection will melt.
The style differs from subject to subject. Even in the Inglish language,
the style of literature is different from that of sciences and law. The style
of Shakespearc is not the style of the f.aw of Crimes. lEven in vacious
branches of litcrature itself the style differs. Poetry, drama and novel have
each a diflecrent style. lven the same author, when writing on different
subjects, writes differently. There is a world of difference in the styles
of “The History of Kngland”’ and the ““Indian Penal Code” both by Lord
Macaulay. In the onc casc there is a flourish of language and in thc other
there is terscness. In the former different words will be used to convey
the same meaning to give beauty to thc language while in the latter same
words must be usced to convey the same sense even to the point of becoming
nauscating. We arc accustomed to this difference of style in the English
language and, thercefore, do not notice anything unusual in it. But being
a ncw thing for Hindi we fail to appreciate it and are prone to criticisc. In
fact, we should rcalise that an altogether new road has to be built so far
as Hindi is concerned. We have to make it a language of law and of law
courts and also of Scicnces. We have in a way to create new styles in
Hindi to suit these new subjcets. As a matter of fact, the subject-matter
will force its own style on the language, ceven if we failed to do it, pro-
vided of course, that we persist in making Hindi the vchicle of subjects
like Law and Constitution.

6. Faced with these difficulties and handicaps, we have tried to make
the Draft as simple as could be consistent with accuracy of such a technical
subject. We have gone to the length of even changing our words almost
up to the last moment, to introduce what may be called words of popular
use. But with all that, we must say that passages could still be pointed out,
to fully understand which one has to acquire familiarity with new terms.
This can easily be done by any one possessing a fair knowledge of Hindi
and of course of the subject-matter. )

7. We have been given the task of translating a terse document
originally drafted in English and it was impossible to make it truc and
faithful without importing, in some degree, the spirit and atmosphere of
the original, Fnglish. If, however, the original Constitution itself had
been framed in Hindi, the phrascology, syntax, spirit and atmosphere would
have been our own without departing in any way from the basic

conceptions. .

8. With thcse observations I beg to submit this Findi Draft of the
Constitution. We are fully aware of the difficultics and our own limitations.
Nobody is so vain as to claim anything like perfection for this Draft, and
we readily recognise the possibility of improvement by suitable amendments.
But what we do hope and pray for is that this may well serve to fulfil! your
noble wish to have the first Constitution of Free India framed in Hindi. In
giving vent to that sentiment, Sir, you have voiced the innermost icclings
of the millions of our countrymen in the Dominion of India. We have
obtained political liberty but arc still labouring under the daminance of
the English languace. UUnder vour wise guidance may God fipe us from
that dominance also and the first Constitution of Frec India b& framed in

Hindi.
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9. Before I conclude I must express my gratitude to Dr. Raghuvira
for the invaluable help he gave in regard to terminology. Shri Haribhau
Upadhaya gave all attention to the work and his help has been invaluable.
My thanks are also due to Pandit Kamlapati Tripathi and Doctor
Nagendra. I have to express the appreciation of the Committee for the
work done by Professor Balkrishna. 1 have also to thank the staff of the
Central Provinces Legislative Assembly for their ungrudging help. Shri
V. K. Aiyar, the Superintendent of the Government Press, Nagpur, ren-
dered all possible help in the matter of printing and I must thank him

for all that.
1 have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
G. S. GUPTA,

Chairman.
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et g ol fwrR A fged) sifw gy Y fe i gfwge dRe wre £ st F aremw
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