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PREFACE.

THE following pages give an account, inadequate no
doubt, yet | would fain hope, so far as it goes,
intelligible and authentic, of Central Tibet, its capital,
its Grand Lama hierarchy, and its dreamy hermit-
people, as they appear to one who has had exceptional
advantages for making their acquaintance.

It is now nearly a quarter of a century.since | paid
my first visit to the mystic land beyond the Himalayas.
Soon thereafter, on my return from the war in Burmah
(1885-86), where | had had an opportunity of examining
the primitive Buddhism of King Thebaw's late subjects,
| was stationed for some years at Darjeeling on the
borders of the Forbidden Land, where there was a float-
ing colony of several thousand Tibetans, Lamas
and laity, fresh from the sacred city, and in daily
communication with it. The curiosity naturally
aroused by the sight of these strange people, with their
picturesque caravans and encampments, was farther
stimulated by echoes of the theosophist belief that
somewhere beyond the mighty Kanchenjunga there
would be found a key which should unlock the
mysteries of the old world that was lost by the sink-
ing of the Atlantis continent in the Western Ocean,
about the time when Tibet was being upheaved by
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the still rising Himalayas. Here more obviously
and indisputably must lie the key to many unsolved
problems in the ethnology, natural history, and
geography of the "Roof of the World." At Dar-
jeeling also | made the acquaintance of several of the
Survey spies, those brave men who, carrying their
lives in their hands, are engaged in what Kipling calls
"The Great Game," the exploration of the most savage
and least known parts of the Trans-Himalayan valleys,
and | heard from their lips the stirring narratives of
their adventures.

To turn these hitherto neglected opportunities to
best account, | set about learning the Tibetan language
and collecting information wherever available. Awak-
ing from my first surprise at finding how little is
certainly known as to the religion of the country, and
how unlike it is to the Buddhism of Burmah, from
which | had freshly come, | undertook a comparison
of the Tibetan beliefs and rites with those which pass
under the Buddhist name in other lands, devoting
much of my holiday leave to the prosecution of the
enquiry in Ceylon, China, and Japan ; whilst, with a
view to acquire information of a more secular character,
| tramped many hundreds of miles along the mountain
tracks of the Tibetan frontier, at various points from
Garhwal and Nepal in the west, to Assam in the east,
where the valley of Central Tibet ends in that of the
Brahmaputra River, often at great altitudes, sometimes
sleeping in caves to evade the frontier guards, and on
several occasions penetrating some days journey into
the territory of the Lhasa Government, eliciting
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information about the tribes,® topography, and natural
history? of those regions. Although my attempt to
reach the mystic citadel in disguise in 1892 failed, yet
during these years of preparation | had accumulated
such accurate pictures of the land that my ultimate
entry into its capital, when it came, seemed but the
realisation of a vivid and long-cherished dream.

The reader will, | trust, excuse these personal
references, which are made in no boastful way, but
merely to explain the somewhat peculiar position in
which | found myself as a member of the advance
column of the recent historic expedition to Lhasa.
The circumstances enumerated opened to me an inter-
course with the Lamas, native chiefs, and people met
with on the journey, which would have been impossible
to one not similarly prepared beforehand, and put into
my hands a means of interpreting much symbolism,
custom, and myth which would have been quite incom-
prehensible to the uninitiated.

Amongst the wealth of photographs of this book,
all taken by myself, with one or two exceptions, are
some unique ones, direct from Nature, by the " colour-
process/* which give vivid and truthful pictures of the
marvellous colouring of the originals. The clever
sketches by Mr Rybot, a member of the Expedition, after
the style of the Bayeux tapestries, will be appreciated.

! Tribes of the Brahmaputra Valley, Calcutta, 1900.

2 My large collection of the birds of the South-Western Tibet
borderland is now in the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow University,
and is analysed by me in the Gazetteer of Skhim, pp. 198-234.
Calcutta, 18%4.
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An unusually full Index has been added for con-
venience of reference.

| take this opportunity of expressing my great
indebtedness to my friend Dr ISLAY BURNS MUIR-

HEAD, and to Mr JOHN MURRAY, for much-valued
assistance in revising the proofs.

L. AL W.

LONDON, 9th February 1905.
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LHASA AND ITS MYSTERIES.

CHAPTER 1.

LHASA THE FORBIDDEN.

"In the heart of Asa lasts to this day the one mystery which the
nineteenth century has dill left to the twentieth to explore— the Tibetan

oracle of Lhasa"—CURZON.

" In the year of the Wood-Dragon [1904 A.D.] the first part of the year
protects the young king; [then] there is a great coming forward of robbers,
quarrelling and fighting, full many enemies, troublous grief by weapons and
such-like will arise, the king, father and son will be fighting. At the end
of the year a conciliatory speaker will vanquish the war." —TIBETAN
PROPHECY from Almanac for the Wood-Dragon Year [1904 A.D.].

WREATHED in the romance of centuries, LHASA, the
secret citadel of the " undying" Grand Lama, has
stood shrouded in impenetrable mystery on the Roof-
of-the-World, alluring yet defying our most adventurous
travellers to enter her closed gates. With all the
fascination of an unsolved enigma, this mysterious city
has held the imagination captive, as one of the last of
the secret places of the earth, as the Mecca of East
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Asia, the sacerdotal city where the " Living Buddha,”
enthroned as a god, reigns eternally over his empire
of tonsured monks, weaving their ropes of sand like
the schoolmen of old, or placidly twirling their prayer-
wheels, droning their mystic spells and exorcising
devils in the intervals of their dreamy meditations.
But now, in the fateful Tibetan Year of the Wood-
Dragon, the fairy Prince of " Civilisation" has roused
her from her slumbers, her closed doors are broken
down, her dark veil of mystery is lifted up, and the
long-sealed shrine, with its grotesque cults and its
idolised Grand Lama, shorn of his sham nimbus, have
yielded up their secrets, and lie disenchanted before
our Western eyes. Thus, alas! inevitably, do our
cherished romances of the old pagan world crumble
at the touch of our modern hands!

How the astrologers of Tibet were able to predict
this distressful storm which was in store for their
country, so long before it happened, and to specify
that it should occur exactly in this very vyear, is
amazing. Certain it is, that the prophetic words
heading the foregoing page, and here reproduced from
their original, were copied out by myself, about a
year before our expedition was ever heard of, from a
Tibetan manuscript almanac for this ill-starred year
of the Wood-Dragon, of the fantastic calendar of the
Lamas." In view of this adverse prophecy staring
them in the face, the poor Tibetans, so deeply
influenced at all times by superstition, are much
to be admired for their patriotism and fanatical
loyalty to their priest-god, in desperately rushing
headlong upon a conflict which, even in their ignorance

! This calendar, with its grotesque symbols and terms, is com-
pounded of the twelve zodiacal beasts, mythological and other,
coupled on to the five Chinese elemental bodies, all of which are
implicitly believed by the Tibetans to exercise a powerful influence
on man's destiny during the year. See Appendix I.
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] THE INACCESSBILITY OF LHASA 3

of our overwhelming strength, they knew was aready-
doomed by their own oracles to be a hopeless contest,
in which Tibetan exclusivism was fighting its death-
struggle.

The inaccessibility of Lhasa has been due in part
to the well-nigh unsurmountable natural barriers
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FACSIMILE OF THE PROPHECY.

which seclude that city behind the most stupendous
mountains in the world, and to the extreme difficulty
of journeying within the country of Tibet itsalf,
owing to the enormous elevation, averaging 12,000
to 15000 fea above the sealevel, and the absence
of all facilities for travel. But the chief cause has
been the political barriers raised by its monks, the
Lamas, who are at the same time the rulers, the
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priests, and the merchants of the country; and
who, prompted by their own commercial and clerical
self-interest, and their dread of losing their advan-
tageous monopoly by the introduction of Europeans
and their methods, have struggled and striven by
every means in their power to preserve their isola-
tion.  Suspicious of all strangers, and ever on the
alert, they blocked all avenues of approach to their
country, and unflinchingly opposed all intruders,
repelling them by armed force if necessary. In this
way, such daring travellers as Colonel Prjevalsky in
1872-1879, Count Szechenyi in 1880, Mr Rockhill, the
great Tibetan scholar, in 1889 and 1892, M. Bonvalot
and Prince Henry of Orleans in 1889, Captain Bower
in 1891, the ill-fated M. Dutreuil de Rhins in 1893,
Mr and Mrs Littledale in 1895, and Dr Sven Hedin in
1901—all of these explorers, after braving unparalleled
dangers in the attempt, had to confess to having failed
to penetrate beyond the mere outskirts of the central
province, and not within a week's journey of Lhasa.
As a result of this forcible exclusion from the populous
central tracts, the narratives of these travellers are
mainly geographical, and contain, with the exception
of Rockhill's, little information about the life and
notions of the people.

Nor was the jealousy of the Lamas directed against
Europeans only. All natives of India, whether
Buddhists or not, except a few well-known merchants
from Nepal and Ladak, were equally excluded and
prevented from crossing the frontier, in accordance
with the standing order of the Emperor of China,
as conveyed to the missionary M. Hue half a century
ago, which prescribed that " no Moghul, Hindostani
(Indian), Pathan or Feringhi (European)" should be
admitted into Tibet.

It resulted from this exclusive policy that when
the British Government wished, in view of possible
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contingencies, to get a trustworthy map of the great
unknown territory of the Land of the Lamas which for
so many hundreds of miles marched with the frontiers
of India, it had to employ as its secret surveying spies,
for the most part Tibetans, who had settled on our
side of the Himalayas as naturalised British subjects,
and whose Mongoloid features assisted in their disguise.
Of this class were the famous surveying "Pundits"?
Nain Sing and "A-K," trained and sent out into
unknown Tibet by Colonel Montgomery of the Indian
Survey in 1866 and subsequently ; and to these survey
spies we are indebted for most of our knowledge of
the map of Tibet. These gallant exploring pundits,
both of them naturalised Tibetans from the North-
western Himalayas of Kumaon, after being thoroughly
trained to survey-work—to the use of the prismatic
compass, to plot out routes, understand maps, read
the sextant, recognise the fixed stars, use the boiling-
point thermometer for altitudes, etc.—they proceeded,
in the guise of merchants, risking their lives in
the event of detection, to traverse Tibet in all directions
and map it out in secret. In this adventurous enterprise
they displayed wonderful courage and resource in
evading and overcoming suspicion.

The former pioneer explorer, Nain Sing, disguised
as a merchant of Ladak, reached Lhasa through Nepal
in 1866, and was the first to fix the latitude and
longitude of the Forbidden City. Again, eight years
later, in 1874, he revisited that place from Ladak by
way of the great gold-mine region, in both cases making
wide traverses and curves across the country. He did
most of his surveying under cover of his prayer-wheel
and rosary. When he saw anyone approaching he at
once began to twirl his prayer-wheel, and as all good
Buddhists whilst doing that are supposed to be absorbed
in religious thoughts, he was very seldom disturbed.

! An Indian word meening- "learned men.”
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His prayer-wheel, instead of the usual prayer-scrolls,
contained long slips of paper for recording the compass-
bearings of places, and the number of paces between
towns, etc. ; and afterwards, as it was always exempt
from customs-house examination, it secreted a compass.
His rosary, instead of the usual one hundred and eight
beads, was made up of one hundred as counters for his
paces—at every hundred paces he dropped a bead. On
his visit to the Grand Lama, in a batch of pilgrims, he
was much exercised lest His Holiness, who is credited
with knowing the secrets of all hearts, should penetrate
his disguise; but the pundit put on a bold face and
passed this ordeal successfully.

The latter explorer, Krishna, who is a well-educated
gentleman and a personal friend of mine, is officially
known as " A - K" by reversing the initials of his
name. He did even better work, the best of all these
native explorers. He, too, visited Lhasa twice, the
second time in 1878, and cross-quartered Tibet, up to
the borders of Mongolia, China, and Burma, with such
remarkable accuracy that, when his figures were
calculated out in Calcutta, they fitted in almost exactly
with those of the Russian observer, Colonel Prjevalsky,
at their points of contact in Mongolia, this agreement
being the more surprising when we consider that their
routes extended across many hundreds of miles of the
most difficult country in the world. Captain Ryder
of the Royal Engineers also informs me that he recently
tested several of A-K's road-measurements in South-
eastern Chinese Tibet by wheel-cyclometer and found
that A-K's measurement by paces was marvellously
accurate. The other most famous Tibetan surveying
spies are Lama Ugyen Gyatsho and Kiintup, both
naturalised British Tibetans of the Sikhim or Darjeeling
border of Tibet.

Even such men were repeatedly stopped as suspects,
and as they procured this geographical information at
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the risk of their lives, they have mostly been rewarded
with pensions and grants of land.

The geographical knowledge thus bravely procured
by these Tibetan agents of the British Government,
combined with the route-surveys across the outer ranges
by Mr Rockhill and the few Europeans above-named,
has already filled up most of the map of Tibet, the
basis of which was the old " Lama Survey" of the
Jesuits, under that most active of Chinese Emperors,
Kangshi, in 1717.

A very few Indians also have gained entry into
Tibet, during the past century, and even into its sacred
capital, in the guise of Tibetans, which their swarthy
skin renders somewhat easy. Thus Babu Sarat
Chandra Das of Bengal contrived to get into Tibet from
our frontier town of Darjeeling, over a quarter of a
century ago, in disguise as the Tibetan companion of
the surveying Lama, Ugyen Gyatsho; and he was
also smuggled into Lhasa for afew days as a feigned
Tibetan monk by a Lama friend of Ugyen Gyatsho.
The terrible penalty, however, paid by Ugyen's old
Lama friend for being a party to the impersona-
tion by which this Bengali procured entry into Lhasais
horrible to relate, and throws a lurid light on the
savage inhumanity of Buddha's so called vice-regency
on earth. | heard the story several years ago from
eye-witnesses, and from the lips of my friend the
Tibetan governor of Lhasa himself, who shed tears of
emotion as he related it to me. This beloved old Lama

! This emperor having employed the Jesuit Fathers Regius and
others in constructing a remarkably accurate map of China, more
accurate than most of the maps of Europe in those days, asked them
to make a map of Tibet. For this purpose two Lamas were trained
as surveyors by the Fathers at Peking, and sent to Lhasa and the
sources of the Ganges ; and their results were plotted out by the
Jesuits, and form the first map of Tibet/which was published by
D'Anville in Du Halde's work of 1735. See Markham's Narrative
of the Mission of Bogle and Mannirig, Ixi., for details.
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was one of the chief monks of the western capital of
Tibet at Tashilhumpo, who have practically nothing
whatever to do with the political government of the
country, which is in the hands of the Lhasa Lamas.
He bore the high title of "Minister" or Seng-chen.
As he was anxious to learn the language of India,
the native country of Buddha, he asked Ugyen
Gyatsho, on the occasion of one of his visits to
Tibet, to bring with him next time he returned an
Indian to teach him this language, and he would
arrange to have him passed secretly through from the
Darjeeling frontier. In this way Sarat C. Das, who
happened at that time to be at Darjeeling as a vernacular
teacher in the school there, got to Tashilhumpo, and
after a few months there he begged the Lama, in
return for his services, to get him a sight of Lhasa.
After much importunity the Lama consented, and
persuaded his nephew, the governor of Gyantse, to
whom he disclosed the Babu's disguise, to take the
Babu there for a few days in the retinue of his wife.
When, over a year later, it leaked out at Darjeeling
that this good-hearted old Lama had assisted an
Indian to get into Lhasa, even for a few days, not-
withstanding his high position, next in rank only to
the Grand Lama himself, and of such sanctity that
he was esteemed to be an incarnation of a divinity,
and the bodies of his predecessors for three genera-
tions were all enshrined in gilded tombs in the Grand
Lamasery, where they were objects of worship by
swarming pilgrims— nevertheless, when it transpired
that he had assisted Sarat Chandra to get into Lhasa,
he was denounced from Lhasa as a traitor, he was
dragged from his high office by the fanatical Lamas
of Lhasa to that sacred city, and there beaten daily
in the public market-place, and afterwards ignomini-
ously murdered, with his hands tied behind his back.
His body, denied its place amongst his predecessors,
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was thrown into a river to the east of Lhasa' and
his reincarnation was abolished for ever by the Grand
Lama, who exercises dominion over the soul as well
as the body,> although, curious to relate, a child
which was born immediately after the murder, and
who is now an inmate of one of the monasteries,
bears on his body the peculiar mark of being a re-
incarnation of this Lama, namely, the absence of a left
knee-cap, which is an extraordinarily rare abnormality.
The ruin thus brought about by the Babu's visit
extended also to the unfortunate Lama's relatives, the
governor of Gyantse (the Phala Dahpon) and his wife
(Lha-cham), whom he had persuaded to befriend
Sarat C. Das. These two were cast into prison
for life, and their estates confiscated,® and several
of their servants were barbarously mutilated, their
hands and feet were cut off and their eyes gouged
out, and they were then left to die a lingering death
in agony, so bitterly cruel was the resentment of the
Lamas against all who assisted the Babu in his
attempt to spy into their sacred city, which resulted
in practically no addition to our knowledge of that
city beyond what was already recorded by the native
survey explorers.

Of Asiatic outsiders, other than Indians, a few
Russian survey spies, of late years, have added con-
siderably to our knowledge of the Forbidden City.
One of the best known of these is M. Tysbikoff, who
brought back, in 1902, photographs of that city. The
last of all these Asiatic foreigners who contrived to

! The Kongbu river at Shoka fort-prison.

% This case is not without precedent. In the Peking Gazette of
31¢ May 1877 a Tibetan incarnate Lama, who was denounced by the
Chinese political resident at Lhasa for having carried off the seds of
office, was declared by The Son of Heaven, under his celestial powers,
that "his soul should not be allowed to transmigrate at his decease.”

® They were imprisoned at Chukya fort to the south of Chetang
where the Dahpon died,
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enter Lhasa was the Japanese priest, Kawaguchi,
and he had to flee for his life in May 1902, when
his disguise and nationality were discovered. In
revenge, several of his friends amongst the monks in
the Sera monastery where he lodged in Lhasa have
been imprisoned, and some, it is reported, had their
eyes gouged out by order of His Holiness the Grand
Lama.

Contrary to the general popular belief, quite a
number of Europeans [succeeded in reaching Lhasa
in former days during the past three centuries;
and, though never welcomed, they were permitted
to reside there for varying periods of months and
years. Most of them were devoted Roman Catholic
missionaries, and the meagre accounts they have
left us, industriously collected by Sir Clements Markham
merely served to whet our curiosity for more.*

The first European to set foot in Lhasa seems to
have been Friar Odoric, who is believed to have reached
that sacred city about the year 1330 A.D. on his way
overland from China. Nearly three centuries elapsed
before another European followed him, this time also
from the China side. The Austrian Jesuit, Grueber,
accompanied by the Belgian Count Dorville, made his
way from Chinato Lhasa on foot in 1662, and remained
there for two months and passed out by Nepal; the
only extant sketch of the Grand Lama's palace, until
a few years ago, was made by the former of these
two travellers. They did not se the Grand Lama,
as they refused to prostrate themselves before him.
They were followed, in 1706, by the Capuchin Fathers
Joseph de Asculi and Francisco de Tour, and, in 1716,
by the two Jesuits Desideri and Freyre, who travelled
from Delhi via Kashmir and Leh. Desideri under-
took this daring journey and settled at Lhasa in the
hope of converting the Tibetans to Christianity. He

! Published by Kircher: see my Buddh., p. 229.
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remained there thirteen years, when he was recalled
by the Pope and prevented returning on account of
complaints made against him by Capuchin monks
who had found their way to Lhasa shortly after him
from Patna in India via Nepal, and established there
a rival mission. The chief of these Capuchins was
Horace della Penna, with no less than twelve others,
of whom at least four reached Lhasa via Nepal in
1719, and established there a mission' which lasted
more or less continuously for nearly half a century in
that city. They were, in 1724, allowed to build a
chapel in Lhasa, which the Grand Lama, who held many
friendly arguments with these fathers, himself visited,
and was deeply impressed by what he saw there.
Horace returned to Rome in 1735 for reinforcements,
and the Pope sent out with him, in 1738, nine more,
also letters to the Dalai Lama, the Grand Lama of
Lhasa. They reached that city in 1740, and remained
there for twenty years more,® when they were expelled
through the influence of the Chinese political Resident,
and were forced to retire with their converts to Nepal.
From here, driven out a few years after by the
barbarous Goorkhas at their cruel invasion of that
country, they settled in British territory at Bettiah
in Bengal on the borders of Nepal, where | visited
this mission in 1880, and heard for the first time
of its chequered and romantic history. Its Tibetan
work was not abandoned, and thus has given rise

1 At Sachen Naga. About 1730, whilst these missonaries were
settled in Lhasa, a young Dutch traveller, Van de Putte, reached that
city in disguise, and after " a long resdence” theretravelled to Peking
in the guise of a Chinese mandarin, and finally returned to India
through Lhasa, thus being the only European who has completed the
journey from India through Lhasa to China up till now. See
Markham, lvi. etc.

2 One of them, Beligatti, has left a journal of which most of the
information is incorporated in Georges Alphabetum Tibetanum,
Rome, 1762.
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to the paradox that the " Vicar Apostolic of Tibet,"
who is still nominated at Rome up to the present
day, unable to find a footing in Tibet, is forced to
live. on the borderland in China to the east, or in
British territory in the Darjeeling district to the west
of the closed land.

No Englishman ever saw Lhasa up till the present
year, except one, about a century ago, if we do
not admit the doubtful case of Moorcroft.! This
one was Thomas Manning, of the Chinese branch of
the old East India Company's Service. He was a
friend of Charles Lamb, himself also of the same
Company's office in London. Manning, fascinated
by the romantic accounts of China and its mysterious
dependency Tibet, determined to devote his life to
exploring these regions. His friend Lamb tried to
dissuade him from what he termed " foolish" purposes.
" Believe me," writes Lamb, " 'tis all poets' invention.
Pray try and cure yourself. Take hellebore. Pray to
avoid the fiend. Read no more books of voyages, they
are nothing but lies." But Manning was resolved, and
entered the Chinese branch of the Company's service
to acquire the Chinese language and the knowledge
of the customs of the people necessary for his plan of
travel. After three years at Canton he proceeded to
Calcutta, in 1811, for official assistance in his enterprise ;
but the red-tapeism of those early days, discouraging
the employment of anyone outside its own clique,
however specially fit, denied him help of any kind,
and would not even grant him any credentials.
Depressed by this official neglect, he nevertheless
bravely set out alone; and in the guise of a Chinese
physician, enduring endless hardships, made his way
through Bhotan to Lhasa. He resided in that city
some months, and had several friendly interviews with
the Grand Lama there till he was findly arrested by

! See for doubtful case of Moorcroft, p. 16-17.
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the Chinese and deported back to India. Thence he
returned to China by the way he came; but disgusted
with his official treatment he withheld the report on
his travels, and even related his experiences to no
one, and left only a few jottings in a rough diary,*

Manning's first interview with the Grand Lama
is recorded in some detail, and the glimpse thus
obtained lent some colour to the popular belief in the
supernatural character of this sacred personage, who
just before Manning's visit had " transmigrated” into
the body of a princely young child.

"This day (17th December 1811) | saluted the
Grand Lama! Beautiful youth. Face poetically
affecting; could have wept. Very happy to have
seen him and his blessed smile. Hope often to see
him again,” and Manning goes on to relate:—

" The Lama's beautiful and interesting face and
manner engrossed almost all my attention. He was
at that time about seven years old, had the simple
and unaffected manners of a well-educated, princely
child. His face was, | thought, poetically and
affectingly beautiful. He was of a gay and cheerful
disposition, his beautiful mouth perpetually unbend-
ing into a graceful smile which illuminated his whole

countenance. . . . He enquired whether |1 had not met
with molestations and difficulties on the road, to which
| promptly returned the proper answer. | said that

| had had troubles, but now that |I had the happiness
of being in his presence they were amply compensated,
| thought no more of them. | could see that this
answer pleased both the Lama and his household
peoples.” On Manning being asked if he had any
request to make: "I begged of the Grand Lama to
give me books respecting his religion and ancient
history, and to allow me one of his learned Lamas
who understood Chinese to assist and instruct me."
This request was only very partially complied with,
a promise being made that copies would be prepared
and delivered afterwards.

! These are published by Markham, op. cit clix., €.
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This unfortunate child died a few years afterwards,
assassinated, it is believed, by his regent® in his intrigues
to retain the sovereign power for some time longer in
his hands.

Previous to Manning, only two parties of English-
men had ever set foot in Tibet, though neither of them
reached Lhasa. They were the emissaries of Warren
Hastings, the first and greatest of our governor-
generals of British India. This far-sighted adminis-
trator, who did so much to transform the trading
East India Company into a sovereign power and
source of strength to England, had strong geographical
instincts.  In the same year in which he assumed
office, he caused a survey of his territory to be made,
resulting in the celebrated map of Rennel, the first
fairly correct map of India. |In the same year he
tried to bring the Land of the Lamas into friendly
and commercial intercourse with the plains of Bengal.
For this purpose he established a great fair under the
mountains at Rangpur, below Bhotan, and taking
advantage of a letter he received from the Grand
Lama of Western Tibet, interceding for Bhotanese
raiders,> he despatched, in 1774, a mission to the
Grand Lama, consisting of Mr Bogle, a magistrate,
and Dr A. Hamilton of the Indian Medical Service,
in the hope of opening up new trade. This mission
was well received in Western Tibet, but was not
allowed to go on to Lhasa; nor did it succeed in
negotiating any commercial treaty. Still, it was a
great thing to have opened up amicable relations
with Western Tibet, and to cement the friendship

! Named Si-fan.

2 The Bhotanese, in 1772, invaded Cooch Behar, a dependency of
the East India Company, and carried off the Raja prisoner. The
Company snt a force which retook Cooch Behar, and would have
severdly punished the Bhotanese, but Warren Hastings forgave them
on the intervention of this Grand Lama.
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still further, Warren Hastings established a Tibetan
temple at Howrah in Calcutta,'! and he seized the
opportunity of the death of this friendly Lama of
Tashilhumpo in Western Tibet to send another mission
to congratulate the new Lama upon his " reincarna-
tion " — for the Tibetans believe that their great
Lamas never die, but on their apparent death merely
transmigrate into the body of a newly-born child.
This mission of congratulation was despatched in
1783, under Captain Turner, a relative of Warren
Hastings, as Bogle had meanwhile died. Captain
Turner seems to have been not a little impressed by
the halo of supernatural dignity and decorum surround-
ing this infant, though one cannot help feeling that
the irony of the following passage of diplomatic
history is at least as remarkable as its official adroitness.

"On the morning of the 4th December (1783) the
British envoy had his audience and found the child
then aged eighteen months seated on a throne with
his father and mother on his left hand. Having
been informed that though unable to speak he could
understand, Captain Turner said: 'The Governor-
General on receiving the news of your decease in
China was overwhelmed with grief and sorrow, and
continued to lament your absence from the world
until the cloud that had overcast the happiness of
your nation was dispelled by your reappearance; and
then, if possible, a greater degree of joy had taken
place than he had experienced grief on receiving
the first mournful news. The Governor anxiously
wished that you might long continue to illumine
the world by your presence, and was hopeful that
the friendship which had formerly subsisted between

! The temple for the use of Tibetan traders visiting Calcutta was
endowed by Bogle's friend, the Grand Lama of Tashilhumpo with
Tibetan books and images. The building was rediscovered in 1887,
with its books and some of its images, which latter are now worshipped
as Hindu gods. It bears the name of the "Tibetan Garden"
(Bhot bagan).
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us would not be diminished, but rather that it might
become still greater than before; and that by your
continuing to show kindness to his fellow-countrymen
there might be an extensive communication between
your votaries and the dependents of the British nation.’

"The infant looked steadfastly at Captain Turner
with the appearance of much attention, and nodded
with repeated slow motions of the head as though
he understood and approved every word. His whole
attention was directed to the envoy, and he conducted
himself with astonishing dignity and decorum. He
was thle handsomest child Captain Turner had ever
seen."

But this mission also failed to reach Lhasa, or
to secure any commercial treaty, owing to the hostility
of the Chinese Resident at Lhasa, who, it was alleged,
caused the following letter to be s*nt by the Regent
of Lhasa to the friendly Lama of Western Tibet.
He had heard, he wrote,® " of two Feringhis [Europeans]
having arrived in Tibet with a great retinue of servants ;
now the Feringhi were fond of war, and after
insinuating themselves into a country raised disturb-
ances and made themselves master of it; and as no
Feringhis had ever been admitted into Tibet he
advised the Tashilhumpo Lama to find some method
of sending them back" ; and the Emperor of China,
he added, forbade the admittance of all Feringhis.

Another Englishman, Dr Moorcroft, is alleged to
have reached Lhasa in 1826 and to have remained
there for many vyears, although another account
asserts that he died in 1826 before reaching Lhasa.
Dr Moorcroft had a remarkable career. He devoted
himself to the commercial exploitation of Ladak and
North-Western Tibet, chiefly as a source of breeding
horses for the Indian Government, but, as in the case
of Manning, his request for official recognition in

! Turner's Embassy to the Court of the Teshoo Lama, pp. 335-6.
% This referred to Mr Bogle.



] MOORCROFTS ALLEGED STAY IN LHASA 17

dealing with these far-off countries, was rigor-
ously refused. Even when, undeterred by his want
of official standing, the chiefs of Ladak, whose con-
fidence he had won through his unique intimacy with
the people, made him their medium of an offer of
their allegiance to the Indian Government, this offer
was peremptorily refused, with the result that the
Sikhs took over Ladak, and it afterwards passed
with Kashmir to the Raja of the latter country and
so was lost to us. Moorcroft disappeared soon
after, and the story which M. Hue heard in Lhasa
from the lips of Moorcroft's servant, and also from
several Tibetan officials, of his master's long residence
in that city in the disguise of a Kashmir merchant, is

quite possible.

"The servant's story, which was confirmed by other
people in Lhasa, was: Moorcroft arrived from Ladak
at Lhasa in the year 1826 with his Ladak servant;
he wore the Musulman dress and spoke the Persian
language, expressing himself in that idiom with so
much facility that the Kashmirians of Lhasa took him
for one of their countrymen. He hired a house in
the town, where he lived for twelve years with his
servant Nishan, whom he had brought from Ladak,
and who himself thought that his master was a
Kashmirian.  Moorcroft had purchased a few herds
of goats and oxen, which he confided to the care of
some Tibetan shepherds in the gorges of the mountains
about Lhasa. Under the pretext of inspecting his
herds, the feigned Musulman went freely about the
country, making drawings and preparing his geo-
graphical charts. At last, having dwelt for twelve years
at Lhasa, Moorcroft took his way back to Ladak, but
whilst in the province of Nari (or Hundesh in North-
western Tibet) he was attacked by a troop of brigands,
who assassinated him. The perpetrators of this murder
were pursued and arrested by the Tibetan Government,
who recovered a portion of the property of the English
traveller, among which was a collection of geographical

B
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designs and charts. It was only then, and upon the
sight of those objects that the authorities of Lhasa
found out that Moorcroft was an Englishman."”

The last Europeans to enter Lhasa were the two
French Lazarist priests MM . Hue and Gabet They
went, in 1845, to inspect the new diocese of the Vicar
Apostolic of Mongolia, which the Pope had just created.
They arrived in the sacred city on 29th January 1846,
and sojourned there about a month, when they, like
the missionaries before them, were expelled by the
Chinese resident Minister, who cunningly persuaded
the Lama that their spiritual power would be over-
thrown by the rival creed of the Christian missionaries;
though the real reason was believed to be retaliation
for China's defeat at that time in the opium war.

There is, indeed, no doubt that China has all
along persistently exercised her suzerainty over Tibet
to encourage the Lamas to exclude Europeans from
the country, lest her own commercial advantages and
political prestige should suffer.  China's suzerainty
dates only from 1720 A.D., when she stepped in with
an army, on the invitation of one of the rival factions
of monks at Lhasa, to put down a civil and religious
war there. On restoring order, the emperor Kangshi
established at Lhasa for the first time two Chinese
mandarins as political agents or Ambans’— of whom
we have heard so much lately —with large powers®
and a suitable force for their protection. Up to
this time Tibet, though paying nominal tribute to
China, was practically independent. As an indemnity,

! Hue's Travelsin Tartary, etc., ii. 202. Hue fully discusses the
conflicting statement of Moorcroft's prior death, which is suggestive
ofa p033| bility of mistake.

%It is a Manchu word, and all Ambans are Manchus and bear the
title of " Imperial Associate Resident in Tibet and Military Deputy
Lieutenant-Governor."

3 See p. 34, footnote.
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China also retained a large slice of the richest part
of Eastern Tibet! (see map).

Still tighter did China draw her hold over Tibet
to the express exclusion of Europeans, when the
Emperor Qhenlung (famous for his artistic porcelain)
had to send an army to drive the Goorkhas out of Tibet
in 1792. Inthat year the freebooting Goorkhas attracted
by the reports of the immense riches of the great
monastery of Western Tibet which Bogle and Turner
had visited, sent an expedition to plunder it. The
panic-struck monks appealed to the Chinese emperor,
whose army routed the Goorkhas, drove them over
the Kirong Pass (about 16,000 feet above the sea),
and pursuing them into Nepal, inflicted on them a
humiliating defeat near their capital (Kathmandu).?
As the Chinese general reported that the Goorkhas
had been assisted by British officers (which, however,
was not a fact), China thereupon established the forts
at Phari and other places along the Indian frontier
to bar all ingress from that side.

Since our Sikhim-Tibet war of 1888, the Chinese
have aided the Tibetans in making exclusion still
more absolute.

My own private attempt to reach Lhasa from the
Nepal side, in the summer of 1892, in the disguise
of a Tibetan pilgrim, with surveying instruments
secreted in prayer-wheels, hollow walking-sticks, and
false-bottomed baskets, was frustrated by the unfortunate
circumstance that the Raja of our protected Himalayan

! The digtricts of Dartsendo (Ta-tsien-lu), Lithang with its silver
mines, Bathang and Amdo, all now incorporated in Sze-chuan province.

2 An amusing reference to this Chinese army is made by the then
Amban at Lhasa in a letter trandated by Mr Rockhill:—" At present
(1791) the wild Gorkhas have everywhere shown their decatfulness ;
the Imperial forces are advancing againg them, and they no more can
escape than fish at the bottom of a cauldron, so easy will be the task of
putting out the flames of revolt and restoring order"—{Jour. Roy,
As. Soc. xxiii. 22). And the Amban proved to be quite correct.
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state of Sikhim, to the east of Nepal, on his intrigues
with the Tibetans having been discovered, escaped
with all his valuables into Tibet, at the very time
and by the very same track, via Tashiraka, which I
had selected. Thereupon that track, thus favoured
by the Raja in his unplanned excursion, the only one
at all promising for my purpose, was so rigorously
watched by both Nepalese and Tibetans that my small
party was detected. In the passes remote from the
central province | found it was possible to evade the
frontier guards so as to march for several days in the
interior, always shifting camp after dark to circum-
vent spies and robbers. In this way on two occasions
| penetrated to the source of the Sutlej river in North-
western Tibet, but when discovered and stopped |
had of course to return to avoid political complications.

To escape detection was well-nigh impossible for a
European, as every headman of every village in
Central and Western Tibet has for many years been
held responsible by the Lhasa Lamas, under penalty
of death, that no foreigner should passthrough or receive
shelter in his village. The headman passed on this
threat and responsibility to each villager. Thus every
Tibetan watched and pryed so keenly into the
personality of all travellers, that our Tibetan survey
spies were constantly stopped on suspicion. Even
the Mongolian-featured Kawaguchi was frequently
suspected—"You are not what you pretend to be
said one of his inquisitive companions; " | am inclined
to think you are an Englishman in disguise. If you
are not actually English, I am sure you are a European
of some sort." Nevertheless, as there was an off-
chance of escaping detection, | was willing to take
it, notwithstanding that my movements at Darjeeling
were watched by resident Tibetan spies, and a
description of my appearance sent to Lhasa. In
this latter was the reference to blue eyes, which
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puzzled Dr Sven Hedin as to why his Tibetan captors
should search for this particular feature in his face.

The almost insuperable obstacles thus raised against
entry to any part of Tibet proper, even far outside the
charmed Lhasa, seems to have led many European
travellers of late years to extend the limits of the
magical term " Tibet" so far northward as to include
the whole of that vast uninhabitable desert the
"Changthang" (see map, p. 41), which lies between
inhabited Tibet and the Kuen Lun wall of the lofty
plateau overlooking the lowlands of Central Asia;
although neither this no-man's-land itself nor its
approaches are held by the Tibetans, nor by anyone
to " forbid" the way for hundreds of miles. One result
of this has been to convey the false impression to the
public that Tibet is a vast desert plain, bleak, barren
and treeless, which we shall s is widely different
from the reality.

This isolation of Lhasa, maintained for so many
centuries, has resulted in that city becoming the centre
of the most extreme form of priest-government the
world has ever seen, and has led its esoteric priest-
king, in his luxurious, self-centred leisure, to arrogate
to himself the position of a divinity. He is adored
as a manifestation of the Divine Being who has taken
an undying form upon the earth—a supernatural
condition which has exercised over European minds
a weird fascination.



CHAPTER I1.

THE GRAND LAMA AND HIS EVOLUTION AS THE PRIEST-
GOD OF LHASA.

" Om! ma-ni pad-me Hung!"
" Hail ! The Jewd [Grand Lama] in the lotus-flower ! "

To understand the circumstances which led up to
the despatch of the British Mission to Lhasa, it is
necessary to refer somewhat more in detail to the
earlier history and traditional legends of the country.

The Tibetans were once a very warlike people
under their own chiefs and kings, who were chosen
for their great personal strength and success in war.
This was before they knew anything of Buddhism or
owed any suzerainty to China, and when they were
still fierce savages without any written language.

In those days, 400to 600 A .D., the Chinese describe
their Tibetan neighbours as " ferocious barbarian
shepherds,” divided into small clans which were
continually at war with one another. Each year they

took "alittle oath" to their chief, when they sacrificed
22
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sheep, dogs and monkeys. Every three years, they
took "the great oath" and sacrificed men, horses, oxen
and asses. Having no written language, they made
use of notched pieces of wood, and of knotted cords.
The still current common deed of agreement by the
broken stone, like our lovers' broken sixpence in which
each contracting party keeps a half, is a survival of
this early period.

The origin which
these Tibetans fondly
claim for themselves,
would have delighted
the heart of Lord Mon-
boddo who forestalled
Darwin in his hypo-
thesis of the descent of
man. They claim as
their first parent a
monkey which crossed
the Himalayas and
there married a she-
devil of the mountains.
The young progeny of
apes ate some magical
grain given to them
by the Compassionate
Spirit of the Mountains
(who afterwards became
the Grand Lama) ;and THE COMF’ASSIONATE SPIRIT.
wonderful were  the Incarnate in the Grand Lama,
results which then happened. Their tails and hair grew
shorter and shorter and finally disappeared. They
began to speak — they were men! and noticing the
change, they clothed themselves with leaves. Thus
also they account for their chief traits of character
and disposition—from their father's side they say they
have got their love for piety (and mummery, they
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might have added), whilst from their mother they have
inherited their roughness, cruelty, ferocity and deceit.!

In the early part of the 7th century A.D., just as
they emerge on the misty horizon of history, the
Tibetans overran Upper Burma and Western China,
and forced the Chinese emperor to a humiliating
peace. As part of the terms of this peace with China
in 640 A.D., theking of Tibet, Srongtsan Gampo, then
aged twenty-three years of age, received a Chinese
princess in marriage.

The details recorded in the Chinese annals of that
time are interesting;—The Tibetan king "had
erected for her a palace built [on Potala hill] with
ridge-poles and eaves (in Chinese fashion). The
princess disliking the reddish-brown colour put on
the faces of the people, he ordered the practice to be
discontinued. Moreover, he himself put on fine silks
and brocade instead of felt and shegpsking and gradually
took to Chinese customs. He sent the children of the
chief men to the national schools [of China]. . . . He
asked for silkworms eggs, for stone-crushers, and
presses for making wine, and for paper and ink makers
Everything was granted, together with an almanak.?

This Chinese princess, like the Nepalese wife
of the king was an ardent Buddhist; so these two
ladies speedily converted their young husband to their
faith, and prevailed upon him to introduce their
religion into savage Tibet. Thereupon he became
a zealous patron of Buddhism, devoting his wealth
and resources to its establishment and endowment
throughout his dominions. He sent for Buddhist
priests from India, where Buddhism was still flourish-
ing, and got them to reduce the Tibetan language to
writing in the Indian alphabet, which then became

! Rockhill's Life of Buddha, etc., p. 205. Also my Buddhism,

p. 19, etc.
2 Rockhill, Jour. Roy. As. Soc. xxiii. 191.
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and has continued till now to be the written character
of Tibet; and into this new written language of the
country he caused to be translated several of the more
important Buddhist books from India and China.

This new religion, thus forced upon the people by
the king to please his favourite wives, proved rather
a mixed blessing to the country. Ultimately it became
a disastrous parasitic disease which fastened on to the
vitals of the land. The form of Buddhism which was
introduced, already impure, became a cloak to the
worst forms of oppressive devil-worship, by which the
poor Tibetan was placed in constant fear of his life
from the attacks of thousands of malignant devils both
in this life and in the world to come, and necessitating
never-ending payments to the priests of large sums to
avert these calamities. Its priests, or "Lamas' as
they are called in Tibetan, multiplied rapidly under
the princely patronage of this Charlemagne of Tibet
and his successors.  They soon usurped the substance
of authority in matters of State; and after a struggle
with the old nobility for supremacy they gained the
ascendancy and made mere puppets of the Kkings.
Latterly they threw aside the kings altogether and
openly assumed the kingship.

Priest-kingship in Tibet, as in other lands, proved
aretrograde movement. The Lamas ruled the country
entirely in their own interests. They were not even
ecclesiastics ; they never preached or educated the laity,
but kept the latter in ignorance and servitude, with
the result that the Tibetans have become the most
priest-ridden people in the world, and, sapped of their
vigour and spirit, have gone steadily down as a nation
ever since.

The first priest-king of Tibet was the high-priest
of the red-cap Lamasery at Sakya in Western Tibet.
Already the petty king of his own part of Tibet, he
was raised to the kingship of the whole of Tibet in
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1252 A.D. by the great Mongol Emperor of China,
Kublai Khan, in return for becoming the official
consecrator and coronator of the emperors of China,
just as the Christian Pope having anointed Charles
the Great Emperor of the West received in return a
large accession of spiritual authority throughout the
imperial dominions. Kublai Khan, the son of the
famous Genghis Khan, as we know from the accounts
of his servant, Marco Polo, and others, was a most
enlightened ruler, and employed talent wherever he
found it, whether amongst Europeans or Asiatics.
In searching about for a religion to weld together
the more uncivilised portions of his new empire, he
called to his court the most powerful Lamas as well
as representatives of the Christian and several other
faiths. After investigation he ultimately fixed upon
Lamaism for himself and his people, as having more
in common with the popular faiths already prevalent
in China and Mongolia than had Confucianism,
Mahomedanism or Christianity.

His conversion to Buddhism is made miraculous.
He is said to have demanded from the Christian
missionaries, who had been sent to him by the Pope,
the performance of a miracle, as a proof to him of
the superiority of the Christian religion, while if they
failed and the Lamas succeeded in showing him a
miracle he would adopt Buddhism. In the presence
of the missionaries, who were unable to comply with
Kublai's demands, the Lamas caused the emperor's
wine-cup to rise miraculously to his lips. On this
the emperor adopted the Lamaist religion, and the
discomfited missionaries declared that the cup had
been lifted by the devil himself, into whose clutches
the king had now fallen. Kublai conferred on this
Grand Lama or Pope of Sakya monastery, royal
honours, a jade seal, and a Chinese title.

On the downfall of the Mongol dynasty in China,
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its Kalmuk princes fled to outer Mongolia on the
border of Siberia, where cut off from Tibet, as they
now were, they set up for themselves a new Grand
Lama of their own, who, at the present day, has his
capital at Urga, near the great Lob Nor lake (see
map, p. 41), where he is in close political relations
with a resident Russian official.

Deprived in this way of the patronage of the M ongol
dynasty, the Sakya Pontiff and his successors never-
theless continued to be kings over the greater portion
of Tibet for nearly four centuries, although the new
Chinese dynasty, to curb the Sakya power, gave jade
seals and royal titles to the head-priests of the chief
monasteries of the rival orders. In 1641 A.D., some
marauding nomad Tartar tribes from the north tried
to overthrow this old-fashioned Lama rule.

Seizing advantage of this invasion and the waning
power of the Sakya Pope, an ambitious high-priest of
the vigorous young rival sect of Lamas, the "yellow-
caps,” or so-called "virtuous order" (Geluk-pa)
snatched the temporal rule out of the hands of the
red-caps. Himself of a princely family, he persuaded
his patron, the Tartar prince, Gushi Khan, to over-
throw by an armed force the Sakya Pontiff, and to
raise him to the kingship instead. In return for this
favour, Gushi and his successors were made military
commanders at Lhasa, with the title of "Kings";
whilst the defacto king and absolute monarch was this
yellow-cap high-priest. His surname was "Vast as
the Ocean" (in Tibetan, Gyatshd), which in the Mongol
language of his Tartar patron is " Dalai," hence came
the title of "Dalai Lama" (or vulgarly " Ta-le") by
which the priest-kings of Lhasa are best known to
Europeans.! The first Dalai Lama was not known to

! This title of " Dalai" was actually used by the Mongols to two
of his predecessors who also bore the same surname, as Mr Rockhill
has shown—Jour. Roy. As. Soc. xxiii. 286.
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the Tibetans as such, but as " The Precious Protector,
or Victorious Lord" (Gyal-wa or Kyab-gon Rim-po-che).
| shall, however, use the former title, "Dalai,"” in
referring to him hereafter, as being now the more
familiar English title of the Grand Lama of Lhasa.
On gaining the throne, he visited the Manchu
Emperor of China, who had just overthrown the Ming
dynasty, and, offering him his fealty, was confirmed in
the sovereignty of Tibet.

This Tibetan Cardinal Wolsey, the first of the pope-
kings or sovereign Dalai Lamas of Lhasa, was named
Lobzang-the-Eloquent. He was a born diplomatist,
and the most masterful figure which has ever passed
across the stage of Tibetan history. It was he, as far
as | can ascertain,' who invested himself and his
successors with the halo of a divine origin and a
supernatural ancestry in order to consolidate his rule,
and secure firmer hold upon the superstitious reverence
of the poor Tibetans. The manner in which he
contrived to do this seems to me to have been as
follows:—

He was the fifth of the series of chief abbots of
the new yellow - capped order of celibate Lamas, who
had adopted for their high-priest or chief abbot Buddha's
title of the " Victor or Conqueror of Life" (Gyal-wa in
Tibetan and Jina in Indian). For these five generations
of abbots the successon had been regulated on the
fiction of supposed reincarnation of the spirit of the
first abbot, who on dying was believed to be immediately
reborn again and again into the world, in the body of
a newly-born infant, for the good of his monastery and
his order of yellow caps.

Availing himself of the received theory, that he
himself was a reincarnation of the first abbot, this new
Grand Lama enlarged the theory on the principle of
the Divine right of kings to rule, so as to make it

! For details ss2 my Buddhism of Tibet, pp. 39-40, 229, etc.
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appear that both he himself and the first abbot were
reincarnations of the most powerful and most popular
king of Tibet, namely Srongtsan Gampo; and also that
the latter in his turn was an earthly incarnation of the
Compassionate Spirit of the Mountains who had given
the early Tibetans the magical food which transformed
them from monkeys into men. This compassionate
spirit was identified with the most popular of all the
divinities of the later Buddhists, namely, the " Lord
of Mercy" (Avalokita, in Tibetan Chdn-rd-z), who,is
supposed to be a potential Buddha who relinquished his
prospect of becoming a Buddha, and of passing out
of theworld and existence into the Nirvana’ of extinction,
in order to remain in heaven and be available to assist
all men on earth who may call upon him to deliver them
from earthly danger, to help them to reach paradise and
escape hell.  All of these three great objects are, the
Tibetans believe, easily secured by the mere utterance
of the mystic spell of this Lord of Mercy, namely,
"Om! ma-nipad-me Hung!" " Hail! Jewel [Lord of
Mercy,] in the Lotus-Flower!" (See frontispiece, also
on page 23, for figure of this god within a lotus
flower.) It is not even necessary to utter this spell to
secure its efficacy. The mere looking at it in its
written form is of equal benefit. Hence the spell is
everywhere made to revolve before the eyes, it is twirled
in myriads of prayer-wheels, incised on stones in cairns,
carved and painted on buildings, as well as uttered by
every lip throughout Tibet, Mongolia, Ladak and the
Himalayan Buddhist States down to Bhotan, and from
Baikal to Western China.

In this way, this Dalai Lama converged upon
himself the most popular legends and traditions of
the Tibetans, and appropriated the most popular of
all the mystic spells—"Om! ma-ni pad-me Hung!"
On these lines he constructed for himself a super-

Strictly Parinirvana,
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natural genealogical tree, and to prove its truth he
"discovered " a book of " revelations,” in which all this
was purported to have been written down prophetically
a thousand years before by King Srongtsan Gampo
himself.!

Supported by such convincing proof, the majority
of the poor Tibetans, priests and laity, immediately
accepted the supernatural origin and character which
the crafty Dalai Lama ascribed to himself. Those
incredulous Lamas of the other rival sects who dared
to refuse to accept this story were cruelly killed, at the
sword's point, by this unscrupulous despot posing as
the earthly incarnation of the gentle Buddha, and their
monasteries were forcibly converted into convents of the
now dominant State Church, the yellow-cap order.
The Jesuit Grueber, who visited Lhasa at this time,
about 1656 A.D., calls this Draconian Buddhist monk,
that " devilish God-the-Fatker who puts to death such as
refuse to adore him." And so this fiction of the priest-
god at Lhasa, invoked by the mystic Om ! ma-ni pad-me
Hung! has continued up till now.

The only other person whom this Grand Dalai
Lama permitted to share to some extent these divine
honours with him was the abbot of the large monastery
of his own yellow-cap order at the western capital—
Tashilhumpo (or Shigatse). This abbot had the
privilege of examining and approving newly-born
candidates for the Lhasa Grand Lamaship, and of
ordaining the one selected for the new reincarnation ;
whilst the same offices were performed for him by
the Grand Lama of Lhasa. For this monastery of
Tashilhumpo, which had been built about 200 years
previously, had also begun to regulate its succession
of high priests by the method of the reincarnation
theory. Its abbot was now raised by the Lhasa Dalai
Lama to the dignity of a Grand Lama, who, it was

1 My Buddhism, pp. 19, etc.
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now alleged, was an earthly incarnation of that fictitious
Buddha which the depraved latter Buddhists of India
had created out of one of the titles of Buddha, namely
the " Boundless Light" (Amitabha)! This Buddha-
god, whose earthly reflex is thus placed at Tashilhumpo,
seems to me to incorporate a sun-myth. He is figured
with aglowingred complexion, and is made to reside in a
dazzling heaven in the West, to which all the suns seem
to hasten. This Western paradise is the popular heaven
which every lay Tibetan hopes to enter in his future life,
and here also the Lamas place their " Coming Buddha"
or Messiah. In consequence of the latter belief, the
Lamas, although opposing the entry of Westerns into
their country, are ever on the outlook, with anxious
eyes, for the appearance of a Buddhist from the West.
For this reason they attributed my, to them, inexplicable
knowledge of their religion to my being a reflex from this
Western paradise ; and the Russian Lama Dorjieff is
said to have urged the present Grand Dalai Lama to
accept the Tsar as suzerain on the pretext that the
Russian emperor was a reflex from this fabled paradise
in the West. This popular god of paradise was made
out to be the spiritual father of the Lord of Mercy, who
is incarnate in the Grand Lama of Lhasa; and to show
the relationship, the image of the latter is frequently
figured with the flaming red head of this solar Buddha
seated in his hair. The Pontiff of Tashilhumpo
is known to Europeans as the "Tashi" (vulgarly
"Teshu") Lama, after his place of residence. It was
this dignitary who was seen by Bogle and Turner. As
he has practically no temporal duties to distract him,
beyond those of supervising the estates handed over
for the endowment of his monasteries, he devotes
himself more absorbingly to spiritual matters than his
brother Grand Lama at Lhasa. In consequence of
this he has a superior reputation for piety and learning,
! See my Buddhism for details, pp. 141, etc,
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so that he isgiven thetitle of " Great Gem of Learning"
(Pan-chen Rimpo-cke).!

Ruffian though he was, the first Sovereign Dalai
Lama of Lhasa patronised art and learning; and he
built for himself a new palace on the hill of Potala
outside the city, where miraculous legends grew up
rapidly around his life.

After reigning as Pope-king of Tibet for thirty-five
years and firmly establishing his pretensions to divinity,
he retired in his declining days into hermitage, and
on his abdication in 1676 A.D., he handed over the
sovereignty to his natural son Sangya Gyatsho as
Regent (Desrid), with absolute political power. The
son, masterful and as full of intrigue and as ambitious
for power as his father, concealed the death of the latter
for sixteen years, ruling capriciously. He afterwards
set up on the throne as Grand Lama a dissolute youth
who so outraged everyone's feelings by his profligate
life that, in 1706, the Regent was murdered by
the military commander or "king" of Lhasa, Gushi
Khan's great grandson. His protege, this vicious
young Dalai Lama, not mending his ways, was with
the consent of the Chinese Emperor deposed, exiled,
and shortly after murdered,”> notwithstanding his
professedly divine nature.

After the last assassination the priesthood, scan-
dalised at the results of this method of successon by
the fictitious theory of rebirths, revolted. They threw

! In Mongolian thisis"Irtini" or "Erdenni? Bogle was much
impressed by the grand character of the Tashi Lama whom he met:
" He is possessed of much Christian charity, and is free from those
narrow prejudices which next to ambition and avarice have opened
the most copious sources of human misery. . . . One catches affec-
tion by sympathy ; and | could not help, in some measure, feeling the
same emotions with the Lama's votaries; and | will confess | never
knew aman whose manners pleased me so much ; or for whom upon
so short an acquaintance, | had half the heart's liking."

2 Officially it is recorded that he died of dropsy in exile,
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over the reincarnation theory and elected one of them-
selves as Dalai Lama, an aged priest from the medical
school of Lhasa, into whom they alleged, as if to save
their conscience, the breath of the former Dalai had
passed, though not his life and this election was
confirmed by the Chinese Emperor.

A rival faction of monks, meanwhile, harking back
on the discarded theory of rebirths, procured a young
child, born shortly after the murder of the dissolute
Dalai, and brought it forward as the genuine claimant
to the throne.

This new claimant was kept by his patrons at Sining
in China, on the border of Tibet, until matters ripened.
He received considerable popular support, and the
conflict between the rival factions resulted in civil
war, during which a band of Eleuth Tartars from
Jungaria (see map, p. 40), under Tse Wang Rabdan,
on the pretext of restoring religion swept down on
Tibet from the north, took Lhasa by storm in 1710,
pillaged the city and committed great havoc, sacking and
burning the Grand Lama's palace of Potala, levelling
to the ground the " pagoda" of the great Dalai Lama,
Nagwang, destroying monuments, and killing the
Lamas, and the commander or "king," the successor
of Gushi Khan. (For details, see Appendix V.) This
successful invasion of Lhasa by an undisciplined army
mounted on camels, from the plains of Turkestan on the
north, is not without interest at a time when so many
writers are declaring that this is an impossible feat even
for Russia's modern army.

The people implored the Emperor of China for aid,
and the Emperor Kangshi sent an army 10,000 strong
to restore order. After taking Lhasa and slaying the
Tartar usurper, he restored the successon by rebirths,
installing as Grand Lama the young claimant approved
by the people. But he curtailed his power, vesting
in him only spiritual rule; whilst he appointed an old

C
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Prime Minister to the temporal power with the title
of "king," though nominally subject to the Grand
Lama. Kangshi now, in 1720 A.D., formally assumed
suzerainty over the country, and located two Chinese
mandarins at Lhasa as political residents or Ambans
with very large powers' and to commemorate this
restoration he set up a large inscribed stone in Lhasa
below Potala Castle, facing the city, in the 60th year
of his reign.

The new Dalai Lama ungratefully had his Prime
Minister or "king" murdered in 1727. On hearing
this the Chinese Emperor sent another army to Lhasa,
cast the sacred person of the Dalai Lama into prison,
slew the other conspirators and appointed as Regent
an old respected monk named Kisri, but deprived him
of all temporal power, which he transferred to a mayor
of the palace named Polhane Miwang with the title of
"king." For these stirring events we have as eye-
witnesses the Jesuit and Capuchin missionaries, who,
strange to say, were residing in Lhasa through them
all.

While the sacred Dalai Lama was languishing in
prison, in Potala, for his crimes, the Regent displeased

1" The Amban will consult with the Tale Lama or Panshen
Rinpoche on all local questions brought before them on a footing
of perfect equality. All officias, from the rank of Kalon (minister)
down, and ecclesiastics holding official positions must submit all
questions to him for his decision. He must watch over the condition
of the frontier defences, inspect the different garrisons, control the
finances of the country, and watch over Tibet's relations with the
tribes living outside its frontier.” "Addresses which the tribes
have for presentation to the Tale Lama, they must first submit
them to the Amban who will have them translated and will examine
them. Later on the Amban and Tale Lama will conjointly prepare
replies which will be given to the envoys. . . . Should the tribes write
to the Kalons (ministers) these latter must forward the letters to the
Ambans, and he, acting in concert with the Tale Lama, will prepare
answers, but the Kalon may not answer them directly."—Chinese
State Records translated by Rockhill, Jour. Roy, As. Soc. xxiii. pp. 7-11,
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the Chinese Ambans, and was murdered by them in
1750. The people then flew to arms and massacred
the Chinese, whereupon another punitive Chinese army
was sent, this time by the great Emperor Chenlung.

On Chinese ascendancy being thus restored, the
influence of the Ambans was so enormously increased
that they kept the appointment of Regent in their own
hands. Originally appointed to "protect" the Grand
Lama, they became his " old man of the sea" They
were the wire-pullers behind the throne, and the real
driving power of the machine of State behind the
figure-head of the time-serving Regent. They even
regulated the selection of new Dalai Lamas, if not
actually privy to the policy of assassination of the old
which now began.

From this time onwards it is remarkable that the
poor Dalai Lama was made to transmigrate very
rapidly. He always died young. He never succeeded
in attaining his majority, but always remained a minor
and died a minor. No sooner did the unfortunate
young Dalai reach the age of eighteen, the age of
majority in the East, than he invariably died in a
mysterious manner, thus necessitating the accession of
a new-born infant, and so prolonging the term of office
of the Regent. In this way there was always a Regent
in charge of the government, and he worked in collusion
with the Chinese Ambans. The limit of life of the
last four Dalai Lamas has been eleven, eighteen,
eighteen, and eighteen years respectively ; these figures
speak for themselves.

The present Dalai Lama of 1904 has been permitted
to become an exception to this rule, through the
influence of the national party which has risen up in
Tibet in veiled revolt against the excessive interference
by the Chinese in the government of the country. This
national party saved the young Dalai from the tragic
fate of his predecessors, and they rescued him and
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the Government out of Chinese leading-strings by a
dramatic coup d'etat.

When in 1894 he reached the tragic age of eighteen
years, which from experience of the ill-fate of his
predecessors had come to be regarded as the limit
of a Dalai's life, his friends by a stratagem obtained
the seds of office from the Regent, whom they then
imprisoned in a monastery, where he shortly after died.
Having become possessed of the seals, the Dalai Lama
seized the reins of government, and deprived the Chinese
Ambans of any say in the State. The discomfited
Ambans procured a peremptory edict from Peking
ordering the seals to be returned and the Regent to
be reinstated in office. Meanwhile, with the Regent
dead or murdered, a new Amban had come to Lhasa,
and he was bribed heavily to let matters remain as
they were. So he suppressed the edict, never deliver-
ing it, whilst leading Peking to believe it had been
complied with.

Afterwards, the opportunist young Dalai, profiting
by China's loss of prestige from her defeat by Japan
in 1895 and by the allied armies in 1900, openly refused
to be guided by the Chinese, who now have to admit
the decline of their power in Tibet, and the undisguised
contempt in which the Tibetans have come to regard
their authority, which is reduced to an empty farce,
the shadow of a shade. So much had this become
the case two years ago that the Chinese viceroy of
the western province of Sze-chuan, which adjoins Tibet,
asked the Peking authorities to send an army to Lhasa
to make Chinese power respected.

The present young Dalai Lama bears the title of
"The Eloquent Noble-minded T'ub-dan." Temporal
sovereign of Tibet, his spiritual sway extends through
Tibet, along the Himalayan Buddhist States from
Bhotan to Ladak, and thence to Lake Baikal, to
Mongolia, and a great part of Chinaas far as Peking.
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His appearance in 1902 was thus described by the
Japanese priest Kawaguchi, who in the guise of a
Chinese physician had several interviews with His
Holiness.

" He was a young man of about twenty-six years of
age with afineintelligent countenance. He was seated
in a chair, wearing the yellow Tartar hood, or priest's
cowl, and robes of yellow silk and red wool, with many
under-robes of parti-coloured silks. He held his rosary
of bodhi-tree beads in his left hand. Although the
Dalai Lama possesses incredible stores of gold and
jewels, and rosaries of every precious material, he carried
only this simple rosary of the priests on each occasion
of my seeing him. The attendants brought tea in
handsomely carved silver teapots, and extending my
wooden tea-cup, which everyone in Tibet carries with
him, | drank in his presence. 'Y ou must cure my
priests,’ was his frequent remark, but we discussed

many other things."

Other hearsay reports from Lhasa merchants alleged
that His Divinity is very proud and headstrong and
subject to violent fits of temper, so it would seem that
he is not entirely free from the failings of humanity.

His court and counsellors consist of a number of
Lamas from the chief yellow-cap monasteries around
Lhasa, a sort of priestly aristocracy, with a very few
laymen in addition; and all these are divided into
factions quarrelling amongst themselves for chief
power. The party in favour, for the time, influences the
Dalai Lama.

He is, indeed, to be pitied on his uneasy throne, in
this heated atmosphere of faction. Still young, barely
thirty years of age, without any personal experience
whatever of the outer world, he is surrounded by
counsellors almost as ignorant as himself, who mislead
him grossly, unwittingly or for their own ends, and
present everything to him in aperspective so false that it
becomes practically impossible for him to detect or to act
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upon really sound advice. No wonder, then, that heis
apt to be misled by scheming men. Such indeed has
proved to be the case, and has been the cause of this
British Mission.

On his escape from Chinese influence the unlucky
young Dalai soon fell deeply into Russian clutches,
through the influence of his favourite tutor, the Lama
Dorjieff. This Lama is a Mongolian Buriat from the
shores of Lake Baikal, and therefore a Russian subject
by birth. He grew up and received his education in
Russia,® and afterwards, when thirty-five years old,
settled in Lhasa, in Da-pung (or De-bung), one of the
great convents there twenty years ago. There his
learning procured him the title of " Honorary
Professor,"> and he won favour with the court of
the Dalai, especially as he was the agent through
which the Peter's pence of the Tartars of Baikal were
made over to the Lhasa exchequer. He is a well-
educated man, a member of the Russian Geographical
Society, and has travelled over India several times on
his way to Odessa and St Petersburg. Latterly he
has been in charge of the arsenal at Lhasa. On
getting the ear of the young Dalai Lama he poisoned
his mind against the English, and induced him to
believe that the White Tsar is his friend, and not
England.

Acting upon this advice, the Dalai Lama, by
making repeated overtures to Russia, whilst insolently
refusing all communications from us, and aggravating
his misdeeds by fiercely attacking our political Mission,
has caused such a storm to burst over Tibet that the
results of it are difficult yet to foresee, and he has made
his own position precarious. His sham pretensions to
divinity did not shield his sacred predecessors from

! In the monastery of Azochozki in Trans-Baikal Russia. His full
name is Go-mang Lobzang Dorjieff.
2 Khan (po)-de-phyi-ka, or Tsannyis Khanpo.
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being deposed, imprisoned, and even murdered by their
own people, when it suited the convenience of the
Lamas or the suzerain Chinese, and they are not
likely now to protect him and his hosts of vampire
priests from the results of his present hostile policy.
Will this Leviathan of the mountain-top weather
the storm of this epoch-making year of the Wood-
Dragon? Who can say what is woven into his
destiny ; but it is curious to find that so long ago
as 1866, that is ten years before he was born, the
surveying pandit, Nain Sing, recorded that it was then
a popular saying in Lhasa that the Grand Lama will
transmigrate only thirteen times. Now it is note-
worthy that the present Lama is the thirteenth.

" Om." ma-nipad-me Hung .""
" Hail ! The Jewel [Grand Lama] in the lotus-flower !"



CHAPTER [I1.
HOW THE BRITISH MISSION CAME TO BE SENT,

" What handling will do for other weeds will not do for the nettle"
—TIBETAN PROVERB.

IT was no mere light-hearted curiosity to see the
Forbidden Land which led to the despatch of the
armed British Mission to Tibet in December 1903,
but the aggressive hostility of the Tibetans themselves,
aggravated by the alarming. intrigues of Russia for
supremacy at the great politico-religious centre, the
Rome of Buddhist Asia, and for the possession of
its mountain plateau, which commands the eastern
passes to India.

The exasperating hostility and insolence of the
Lamas had been going on for a long series of years
to the detriment of our trade and prestige, and although
several attempts had from time to time been made to
grapple with this standing question, successive viceroys
had always let it drift, so that the last mission,
that to Khamba Jong in 1903, might also have been
abandoned and the impasse suffered to go on for some
years longer. The discovery, however, in 1903, of
Russia's avowed intrigues for establishing her influence
at Lhasa, so long suspected, but now openly admitted,
compelled England to advance in self-defence, without
delay, in order to prevent this important geographical
position, so near and so capable of being utilised for
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attacking India, from gravitating definitely into the
orbit of Russia.

For, notwithstanding the magnificent defence which
the Himalayas afford to India on the ead, it is not
the Himalayas but the vast and lofty plateau to the
north of them and of Tibet, the great desert wall of the
Kuen Lun plateau (sse map) which forms India's
scientific frontier against the great rival Power in the
Central Asian lowlands, namely Russia. This vast
and stupendously high plateau of Kuen Lun is indeed
an effective barrier between the two great rival empires
of mid-Asia.

This immense desolate icy plateau, the Chang-tang'

A TIRET

M0moFert  HIMALAYAS CEMTRAL  GIREAT DESERT PLATEAU KVERLUNG & PhiaR,
N

.

PROFILE SECTION ACROSS TIBET FROM INDIA TO SIBERIA.

-

no-man's-land, which is unfit for human settlement,
where without water, the traveller, " oppressed constantly

! This vast lofty desert, the Chang-tang or Jang-tang stands at
an elevation of 15,000 to 16,000 feet above the sea-level. It is about
1500 miles long with an average width of about 500 miles, tapering to
100 miles at its northern end to 350 miles at its eastern border. The
area of the desert is about 480,000 square miles, or about three and
a half times as much as Great Britain and Ireland. It is unfit
for permanent settlements, but its surface in the summer months
from May to August is covered by sparse grass, which attracts from
the lower plateaux herds of wild yak, wild goat, sheep, antelope, and
wolves which prey upon them. Tibet proper lies to the south of
this Chang-tang, and in area is not much over 200,000 square miles,
and not much larger than twice the sze of Great Britain. This
isinclusive of the Thok goldfields but exclusive of Chinese Tibet.
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by an altitude of more than 5,000 metres, drags along
for more than two months in the wind and snow without
seeing a single human being or a single tree between
the plains of Eastern Turkestan and the first encamp-
ment of the Tibetan shepherds 150 or 200 kilometres
to the north of Lhasa,” is practically impossible for
any army, whereas Tibet is a near and accessible
neighbour of India. As Prince Henry of Orleans used
to say—"I1l ny a quun pas de I'Inde au Tibet!" This
step is over the Himalayas no doubt, but it is accom-
plished in a few days' time; Darjeeling is nearer to
Lhasa (330 miles) than it is to Calcutta, from which it is
less than one day's rail. And as the present expedition
proves, thejourney to Tibet from the Indian side can be
accomplished, either way, by a considerable army, even
in mid-winter. A Chinese army of 70,000 men crossed
the Himalayas from Tibet into Nepal on the Indian side,
in 1793, by the Kirong Pass of about 16,000 feet, and
inflicted a crushing defeat on the Goorkhas near their
capital. It is no wonder therefore that England does
not mean to allow this important and penetrable frontier
of India to be acquired by ahostile Power.

Were Russia to establish herself in the rich valley
of Lhasa, or make her influence supreme there, this
would have far-reaching political effects all along our
eastern frontier for over a thousand miles, from Ladak
and Kashmir on the north end, to Nepal and Assam on
the south, leading to combinations against us among
the many Himalayan States, and whilst endangering
our hold on our great Dependency would entail
enormous outlay in fortifying our eastern frontier along
its length, and in maintaining in Bengal a standing
army of tens of thousands of men, as large as we have
in the Punjab, and even more expensive.

The inevitableness of this forward movement to
Tibet, on these same grounds, was recognised several
years ago by some of us who were familiar with the
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facts, and represented the necessity for it so long ago
as 1888 and in 1895, and the imperativeness of
throwing over the Chinese intermediary and dealing
directly with Tibet. Again, more particularly, we
advocated this forward movement in 1898, receiving for
this a good deal of abuse from a section of the English
press in India; but in 1903 it became an accomplished
fact.

How extremely long-suffering England has been over
her relations with Tibet is evident from a brief survey
of the causes leading up to this mission, which also
illustrates the tortuous and evasive policy of the
Chinese to an almost comical degree.

Our first relations with Tibet arose out of raids by
the Bhotanese, in 1772, into Bengal. The Grand
Lama of Tashilhumpo then sent a letter to our
Governor-General, Warren Hastings, interceding for the
Bhotanese, and the outcome was Bogle's commercial
mission of 1774.

The acquisition by us of the Himalayan State of
Sikhim, adjoining Bhotan and containing the
sanitarium of Darjeeling, famous for its snow views of
Everest and Kanchenjunga, brought us into more
direct relations with Tibet, as Sikhim was spiritually
subject to Lhasa and its frontiers marched with Tibet
for over a hundred miles, and, indeed, it was the question
of these Sikhim boundaries and the trade across them
which led to the present mission. The manner in
which we secured suzerainty over Sikhim forms an
interesting portion of English history, and is of
importance in our case against Tibet.

On the break-up of the Moghul empire in the
beginning of the 19th century, when petty prince
adventurers and marauding bands were carving for
themselves short-lived principalities out of the moribund
empire, a small tribe of Goorkha soldiers of fortune
seized Nepal, and, establishing themselves there, overran
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the whole stretch of the Himalayas from the Sutlej river
to Bhotan, and then began to intrigue with the
Mahratta princes of India against us for the mastery
of India and for the expulsion of the English from
the country. At that critical time in 1815, the year
of Waterloo, when our rule was trembling in the
balance, General Ochterlony (whose great pillar of
victory is now rightly the most striking monument in
the capital of India) saved the empire. He defeated
the Goorkhas in 1816 and drove them out of the
northern Himalayas of Kumaon (Naini Tal), and
Garhwal (Mussoorie), and also ejected them from
Sikhim on the south-east.

Permanently to cripple these aggressive little
Goorkhas, to confine them to Nepal, and wedge them
in there against any further expansion, the tracts on
either side of Nepal were then either taken over and
held by us or restored to their former rulers. In this
way we reinstated the Raja of Sikhim under British
suzerainty. Some years later, in 1830, when a hill
sanitarium was required for Calcutta, a tract on the
outer Sikhim hills as far as Darjeeling was leased from
the Sikhim Raja, and this was opened by Dr A.
Campbell of the Indian Medical Service, regarding
whose achievement Dr Hooker wrote: "He [Dr
Campbell] raised British Sikhim from its pristine
condition of an impenetrable jungle tenanted by half
savages and mutually hostile races to that of a flourish-
ing European hill-station and a rich agricultural
province." He also introduced the tea industry, which
has since assumed such vast dimensions. When, in
1849, Dr Campbell and Dr (afterwards Sir Joseph)
Hooker were travelling in the Sikhim Himalayas, they
were captured and imprisoned by the Raja at the
instigation of his rabid Tibetan prime minister, "the
mad diwan" Namgyal.

As a punishment for this outrage all outer Sikhim,
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including the station of Darjeeling, was annexed as a
British district. The Lhasa Lamas, taking advantage
of their spiritual influence over the Buddhist Raja and
his Tibetan wife,’ excited him to hostilities. When
these were suppressed, in 1872, Mr (afterwards Sir
John) Edgar, the magistrate of Darjeeling, seized the
opportunity to try and establish friendly communication
with the Tibetans, for the first time since Warren
Hastings' attempt a century before, partly in the hope
of opening up new trade—for the shortest of all existing
trade-routes to Lhasa from the outer world pass through
Sikhim—and partly to be in good political and
neighbourly relations with the religious head of some
million of Lamaistic Buddhists who now are British
subjects in our Himalayan States, from Ladak on the
north to Bhotan on the south-east. Mr Edgar effected,
in 1873, an interview with the petty Tibetan magistrate
of the adjoining Chumbi Valley of Tibet, but failed
to open up any communication with Lhasa.

In 1884, Mr Colman Macaulay, a secretary of the
Bengal Government, which has its summer headquarters
at Darjeeling, impressed there by the trade possibilities
of Tibet with India, effected a meeting with the Tibetan
magistrate of the frontier fort and customs station of
Khambo on the north of the Sikhim boundary; and
enlisting the interest of Lord Randolph Churchill,
then Secretary of State, in his scheme, obtained from
Peking, as suzerain of Tibet, a passport to visit Lhasa
with a trade mission. When this mission was
organised in 1886, and on its way to cross the Sikhim
frontier into Tibet, the Chinese objected to its pro-
ceeding, notwithstanding that they had given the
passport; and Lord Dufferin, acting under the orders
of Lord Salisbury, who held the then current but
exaggerated notions of the enormous military strength

! The present wife of the Raja is the daughter of an inferior officer
of the Grand Lama's court at Lhasa.
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of China—the Yellow-Terror colossus whose feet of
clay it was left for the Japanese a few years later to
reveal—and not caring to oppose her wishes, ordered
the abandonment of the mission.

This decision proved a most unfortunate one, as
it gave the impression of weakness on our part, for
which we were despised accordingly. Emboldened
by this apparent weakness, the Lamas became actively
hostile. They invaded our tributary State of Sikhim
in 1886 with an armed force, and advanced to within
sixty miles of Darjeeling, causing a panic in that
European sanitarium. Their wave of fanatical hatred
to Europeans thus excited, swept across Tibet to
the other side, where the Lamas expelled the Roman
Catholic missionaries from their long-established home
at Batang in 1887, burned their mission-houses to the
ground, and massacred many of their converts. The
Lamas also forced the Sikhim Raja to sign a treaty
declaring that Sikhim was subject only to Tibet.
After fruitless negotiations with China, as the Tibetans
refused to withdraw from Sikhim, we had to expel
them by force of arms in the costly little expedition
of 1888 under General Graham. Their entrenchments
were stormed, and the Tibetans, " showing great
courage and determination,” were driven out and
pursued by our troops over the Jelep Pass into the
Chumbi Valley.

Farce now succeeded comedy. The envoy of His
Celestial Majesty the Emperor of China appeared
immediately on the scene and haughtily ordered the
Western Barbarians to withdraw, notwithstanding that
China had just declared herself unable to control
the Tibetans or induce them to evacuate Sikhim.
In deference to these fresh demands of the dreaded
Chinese, the then Viceroy of India ordered the
instant recall of our troops from Chumbi, and
they were withdrawn the very same day they got
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there. Our immediate compliance with this demand,
coupled with the fact that not only did we not
annex this desirable Chumbi Valley as a sanitarium,
but exacted no indemnity whatever for the cost
of this little war—about a million sterling and our
casualties'—which the Tibetans had thrust upon us,
confirmed both the Chinese and Tibetans in the
belief that we were afraid of them.

Two years negotiations with the Chinese after
the Sikhim War of 1888 now followed for the settlement
of the boundary on this Sikhim frontier, and a treaty
was then signed on the 17th March 1890 by the
Chinese Amban of Lhasa for the nominal suzerain
of Tibet on the one hand, and by Lord Lansdowne
as Viceroy of India on the other. In this treaty the
Lamas, in addition to arranging for the settlement of
boundary disputes, agreed to facilitate trade across
the frontiers, and to the appointment of a joint
commission to give effect to this. This was in 1890,
but the Lamas afterwards refused to acknowledge this
treaty, and imposed still more vexatious taxes and
obstructions on Indian trade than before.

After three more years of negotiations with China,
so long dragged out by her usual evasiveness, the
British and Chinese commissioners, namely, Mr Paul,
the magistrate of Darjeeling, and Mr James Hart of
the Chinese Customs, and the Chinese Amban? met
on the 5th December 1893 and signed a set of trade
regulations under the treaty. This included the
opening to all British traders of Yatung in the
Chumbi Valley of Tibet, as a trade-mart, and specified
that no duty was to be imposed on Indian goods

! The British loss was one officer killed, one officer and three
men wounded ; the Tibetans lost about 200 killed, 400 wounded, and
200 prisoners.

2 Sheng Tai, a brother of the present Amban of Lhasa, and a
Manchu of the royal house,
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for five years, except on arms, salt, and a few other
things, and that Indian tea was to be admitted after
five years on a tax not exceeding that imposed on
China tea imported into England. This arrangement
had some personal interest for me, as | was to have
been the resident British officer at this mart.
Unfortunately our commissioners missed this
excellent opportunity of making the Tibetans a party
to this treaty, and so probably preventing further
trouble.  Notwithstanding that the Tibetans had sent
all the way from Lhasa to Darjeeling, in the suite
of the Chinese, one of their highest officials, their
prime minister-elect, the Shata Shape, of an old
noble family, he was not associated in the negotia-
tions, nor was he recognised in a way befitting his
high rank. Happening to be at Darjeeling at
the time, and being keenly interested in Tibet, |
paid him severa visits, and found him to be a
most refined and well-informed gentleman, and very
well disposed towards the English. As a hereditary
ruler he was anxious to learn something about how
we ruled India, and he begged me to give him a
summary of our criminal, police, and civil codes. For
said he, as he had nothing to show politically for his
visit of many months to Darjeeling, he should like to
be able to take back to Lhasa some useful information
by which his countrymen might improve their govern-
ment by imitating portions of our Indian system, the
superiority of which had much impressed him. |
complied with this request, and in handing him the
translations, indicated their general contents. He
was much struck with our practice of not compelling
an accused person to testify against himself, and
exclamed, "Why, we, following the Chinese, do the
very opposite, for we torture the accused until he
confeses to the crime!” He also asked me for a
list of officials in order of precedence, and for several
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kinds of medicines, all of which | gave him. Offering
to take him down to the plains to see Gaya, the holiest
place on earth to a Buddhist, the spot where Sakya
Muni became a Buddha, he thanked me effusively, but
explained that, while personally nothing would give
him greater pleasure, he was an official, a servant of
the Grand Lama, who had permitted him to go only
as far as Darjeeling, and that were he to go further on
to India he might, on returning to Lhasa, be disgraced
and lose his position and influence, on the ground of
having been too friendly with the English. He hoped,
however, to take back a favourable report and be
allowed to return with permission to make the
pilgrimage to Gaya. Just before he left Darjeeling
he was much incensed at the rude treatment his clerk
received at the hands of some hot-headed young
British "subs,” who pulled him off his horse and
hustled him on the public road because he did not
salaam to them. So this friendly Tibetan nobleman,
who came specially in connection with the treaty,
was allowed to return to Lhasa without having been
associated in it.

The treaty thus concluded between the Chinese
and British was repudiated by the Lamas, who, with
some reason, refused to acknowledge it, on the plea that
they had not been a party in the making of it. The
Lamas effectually neutralised the opening of Yatung
by preventing any Tibetan traders from coming to or
settling in it, and by barring the valley beyond by
building a strongly loopholed wall across. It is an
open secret that the Chinese were at the bottom of
this stratagem, to give the Tibetans a proof of their
diplomatic skill and show them that while they were
forced to open Yatung, they were clever enough to
evade this concession by the erection of this block-
house.

This strangled the trade by the most direct of
D
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all the routes to Lhasa; and the Chinese officials, both
in Lhasa and Chumbi, were given a monetary interest
in stopping all trade this way by the Chinese viceroy
of Sze-chuan, the province of China bordering on Tibet,
who exerted himself to divert the trade which had
hitherto flowed by this short Indian route into the long
and difficult route via Eastern Tibet through his own
province, in order that he himself might reap the tolls
and other profits on Chinese tea, and European goods
from the Lamas and Tibetan merchants. He is the
same unpatriotic viceroy who negotiated for Russia
the secret treaty with China, by which the latter
transferred her suzerainty of Tibet to the former, for
which services part of the price was to be a monopoly
for him of all the traffic with Central Tibet. All trade
was therefore to be made to pass through his hands,
through his province, and none by the Chumbi route.

In addition to blocking Indian trade through the
Chumbi valley, the Lamas threw down the boundary
pillars erected under the treaty, made further encroach-
ments in Sikhim, and carried off from there several
British subjects against their wills into Tibet. All
attempts to obtain redress either from Peking or Lhasa
failed entirely.

Communication with the Dalai Lama by letter was
attempted in 1900 and 1901. These letters from our
Government to the Dalai Lama were sent by the hands
of a Bhotanese chieftain, Ugyen Kazi, a British subject
(see photo, p. 84).

" The first of these letters was despatched in August
1900 from Ladak by our political officer there, who
travelled as far as Gartok, several weeks' journey within
Tibet, to deliver the letter to the Tibetan governor or
Garpon of that district for transmission to Lhasa. This
official, however, returned it a few weeks later with
the message that he dared not forward it as promised.
In June 1901 a second letter was sent from Darjeeling
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along with the returned one by Ugyen Kazi, who was
proceeding on a complimentary errand to the Dalai
Lama from the Raja of Bhotan with presents of two
elephants and a leopard. This emissary reached Lhasa
in August 1901. His account of his efforts to present
the letters was as follows in his own words:—'| told
the Chamberlain Abbot that | brought a letter from
His Excellency the Viceroy. He reported this to the
Dalai Lama. On the fifth day after my arrival | gave
his Excellency's tetter to the Dalai Lama. The
Chamberlain went with me, but left the room, and there
was only a servant present, who was serving tea.  On this
servant leaving the room the Dalai commenced to talk
about things concerning Bhotan, and then about the
government of India. Regarding the letter, he said
he could not take it without consulting the council and
the Amban, and, as he knew they would not agree
he did not wish to call them, as he said he was afraid
the Chinese Amban would make a fuss and probably
create a disturbance, in which case he could not be
responsible for my life, and, he added, he was precluded
from writing any letter to any foreign government. . . .
| then pointed out that this letter was written by the
greatest official under the king. To this he replied
that the agreement precluding him from receiving it
was not made by himself but by his predecessors, and
that he was sorry he could neither receive a letter nor
send an answer. . . . "Your government must not
be angry with me, I have never done it any harm. |
allow my subjects to trade in the products of this
country, but if any of the subjects of your big
government come in here | am afraid disturbances
will follow." | pointed out that allowing our merchants
in