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GENERAL EDITOR’S NOTE

It is a mattcr of great delight and satisfaction to me to find this
great work of Puspadanta completely edited and published, thanks to the
untiring efforts and unflinching zcal of my esteemed friend Dr. P L.
Vaidya. When T ventured to start and edit the Karafja Jaina Scries
in 1930, Dr. Vaidya was not i my horizon at all; and as to the how and
when of the fulfilment ot my ambitions, I had httle more with me than
my intense desite to bring to hght the hidden treasmes of - Apabhiramsa
literature, of which the contributions of 'uspadanta appeared to me the
foremost.  Destiny, however, soon brought us together and our collabor-
ation proved most valuable, as has been pomted out by Dr. Vadya,
After finishing the ¢ lition ot Nayakumaracariu, I became engros-ed
in the more stupendous task of editing the Satkhandagama
(Dhavala Siddhanta), bt through the co-operation of Di. Vardya
the publication of Apabhramsa works could al<o be continued and all the
three works of Puspadanta are now made available in admirable editions.

As Dr. Vaidya has noted in his preface, the Mahapurana was
first intended to be included in the Karanja Jana Series, and with that
view the press copy was financed trom the funds of that Series. Later,
owever, when it was found that the publication could not be mmediately

y A}
undertaken in that Series, the Trustees very charitably allowed the copy to
be utilized tor the Manikchanda Digambara Jaina Series withoat minding
the costs.  Ifor this, Seth Gopal Ambadas Chaware, the founder of the
Karafjd Series, owes our gratetul thanks.  Di. Vaidya has abeady
performed the pleasant task ot thanking the Trustees of the Manikchand
Series as well as those who helped us by sceuring and loaning out
manuscripts. 1 have only to associate myselt tully i the expression

of gratefulness.

The times are very hard now for undertakings ot this nature. On
the one hand, funds available for publishing old texts ot this kind have
been shrinking, and on the other, the costs are growing enormously. To
crown the difficulty, these texts do not command a ready sale, and copies
have partly to be di-tributed free and partly stocked tor an indefinitely
long period. Under such circumstanees, when it is a feat to keep one's
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head above water, it is a matter of joy and pride that the MaNIKcHAND
DrcaMBara Jarva GRANTHAMALA is not only able to keep its flags flying,
but even to push them up to ever growing height and brillance as shown
by its Latest publications.  The credit of this, in a very large measure,
belongs to Seth Thakordas Bhagwandas, the chief trustee, and Pandit
Nathuram Premi, the Sceretary of the Series, who have been sparing no
personal efforts in that direction.  But their 1esources are now soon
getting exhaunsted.  Tet us all wish the Series a continuous career of
usefulness and advancement.

t
King Fdward College,

Amraoti, 23—11-11. . L. JAIN.



PREFACE

THE plan of bringing out works of Puspadanta, a great Apabhraméa poet of the
tenth century A D., was conceived by me as early as 1926 when, as Springer Research
Scholar of the University of Bombay, I was woitking on the Apabhramsa Ihterature.
Professor Hiralal Jain of King Edward College, Amtaot;, whom I met during my visits
to Karanja while on search for Apabhram$a Mss, suggested to me that, instead of
undertaking the voluminous Mahapurana of the poet first, we should rather start
with the smallest of the three known works, viz.,, the Jasaharacariu, and that
I should edit 1t for the Karanja Jaina Series which he then proposed to start. I accepted
his proposal as I then thought that it would give me an idea of the methods that
I should adopt in editing Apabhraméa works, and of difficulties that I might be required
to face In 1931 my edition of Jasaharacariu was published as Vol I of the
Karanja Jaina Series  The method of printing Apabhraméa verses, conceived for the
first time by myself so as to clearly bring out rhyme of the two parts of the line, was
appreciated by scholars and particularly by the late Professor Dr. Jacobi. This
encouraged me to undertake the biggest work of our poet, the Mahipurana. In the
meanwhile, Professor Hiralal Jain brought out his edition of the <econd smaller work of
our poet, the Nayakumaracariu as Vol I of the Devendrakiiti Jaina Sernes of
Karanja in 1933. This wortk was punted in Poona under my supervision Having
thus gained sufficient experience of the editorial work, I thought I would be able to do
the job of editing the Mahapuridna expeditiously, provided funds for publication
were forthcoming.

It was first proposed to include the Mahdapurana in the Karanja Jaina Series
which published my Jasaharacariu, the promotors of the Series even spent some
three hundred rupees on preliminary expenses of copymng work, but untortunately they
could not undertake the stupendous task of financing its publication I was in a fix,
grew despondent, and put aside the editorial work for a considcrable number of years,
and had 1t not been for the Managing Trustee, Mr. Thakoidas Bhagwandas Javen and
the General Editors, Pandit Nathuram Premn and Professor Hiralal Jam, of the
Manikchand Digambara Jaina Granthamala of Bombay, these three volumes of the
Mahapuriana, the greatest and grandest of the Apabhram$a works ever publshed,
could not have seen the light of the day. I thus owe to these gentlemen a personal debt
of gratitude, no less than the world of scholars, for, they erabled me to rescue from
oblivion the genius of a great poet, Puspadanta, and did not allow my labouis of fifteen
years to be wasted. Here I may repeat what I said in 1937 in my Introduction to
Vol. I on page xxxvi: “The poetic genius of Puspadanta requued the benevolent
encouragement of his patron Bharata in the 10th century. After the plunder of
Manyakheta 1n 972 A D, the poet became desolate and remamed uncared for for about
a thousand years, and had 1t not been for the help that the Trustees of the Series offered
to the Editor, his efforts to bring the poet out of oblivion would have been of no avail,
The spirit of Puspadanta wall thus take a special delight 1n having once more discovered
the spint of his former patron regenerated m the Trustees of the Series.”

I very much regret that owing to the cost of production which is soaring high
day by day, I have had to hold over discussion and treatment of a large number of
questions and topics which normally should have found a place in my Introduction to
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this last volume of the work, such as metre, language, mythology, relation of the
present work to other versions of the Mahapuranas, viz., that of Jinasena-Gunabbadra,
of Hemacandra, and of the Kathavali of Bhadreévara (a Mahapurana in prose), glossary
of rare Prakrit words etc I however hope to discuss some of them through oriental
journals, 1n due course, and others 1in independent books already in preparation. I may
mention particularly that ““ A Dictionary of Jaina Proper Names” on the lines of
Professor Malalacekara’s Dictionary of Pali Proper Names 1s a desideratum, and I have
pleasure to announce that I have planned 1t and started my work on the same.

It now remains for me to record my deep debt of gratitude to all those who have
assisted me 1n one way or another in the preparation of all the three volumes of the
Mahdpurdana I have alrcady made mention of the kindness of the Managing
Trustee, Mr Thakordas Bhagwandas Javeri, the General Editors, Pandit Nathuram
Premi and Professor Hiralal Jan, of the Mamkchand Digambara Jaina Granthamila of
Bombay, who, 1n spite of low funds of the Mdli, agieed to finance the publication, and
obtained for me loan of Mss from Karanja and Jaipur. My thanks go to Dr. A. N.
Upadhye of Rajaram College, Kolhapur, who secured for my use and kept with me for
these 12 years an important Ms of the entire work wiitten 1in single hand, belonging
to Tatyasaheb Patil of Nandam in Kolhapur State Master Moulal Sanght Jain of
Sanmati Pustakilay, Jaipur, obliged me, through Professov Hiralal Jan, by lending me
Mss. of the Uttarapurana and of the Tippana of Prabhicandra. Seth Gopal Ambadasi
Chawate of Karanja obliged me very highly by sparing from Sena Gana Bhandar my
Ms S, and keeping 1t with me long. Professor R. G. Marathe of the Wilhgdon College,
Sangli, helped me for the major portion of collation work of this volume also, as he did
for the first two volumes Nor should I forget to mention thankfully the work of
Mi. R D Desai of the New Bharat Printing Press, Bombay, and his willing staff of
Proof-readers and Pressmen who aie responsible for the excellent get-up and faultless
execution of this Volume.

Lastly, the Editor and Publishers acknowledge their indebtedness to the University
of Bombay for the substantial financial help (Rs. 500) 1t has granted towards the cost of
publication of this Volume. It will not be out of place to record here that the University
had also helped the publication of the Second Volume by making a grant of Rs. 650.

Nowrosjee Wadia College, Poona } P.L VAIDYA
December 1941
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INTRODUCTION

1. CRITICAL APPARATUS

THE Text of the Mahapuranaor Tisatthimahdipurisagunilamkaira
of Puspadanta, in this last volume ( Sam ihis LXXXI-CII ), 1s based upon thiee tully
collated Mss designated K, A and P. [ have described these Mss. fully in my
Introduction to Vol Il on pages1x and x For fixmg the Text I have also used the
Uttarapurapa Tippana of Prabhacandra as in Vol. II

For the text of Harivamsa, 1 e., for Samdhis LXXXI-XCII, I have used two more
Mss described below —

B. This1s a paper Ms belonging to the Deccan College Mss. Library, now
deposited 1n the Bhandarkar Ornental Re<eaich In<titute, Poona, and bears No 1135 of
1884-87. It has 93 leaves of 14” by 64” with 11 hnes to a page and about 39 letters to
alne It begine —3% || siYNauara aa: |1 ga7 || amafy &7z and ends —gfq ot

gham: NgagAaza: aug || g || g9 937 || sNE || Feamae || @fe || aaq 2 «¥y
3% dqrawie gIew ot fAdb AfwgEpant siEgausens s0gEad awdnsy
FRERAN FF3FRAOWT - vAA Ao wzEAtnarEgfaoasAesdami g
dq: e fefad: @Al @zdgnd fefma (| ga aag (| sNacaywand angr
simifegrar g a1’ sdrs urat e} qerr: g3, st A3 fgar adar | o sNesd-
anR A1d g9 || aq fefaa: || =asassit ga w33 1l g |l

This Ms has a gloss 1n the margins and also between lines  This gloss, together
with the same 1n P (B of Alsdorf) and S (C of Alsdorf) 1s incorporated in foot-notes
by Alsdorf, in his edition of Harivam$apurina Alsdorf has fully discussed the
question of the Pattavali found at the end of this Ms. on pp. 122 127 of his work

S. This 1s the youngest of the three Mss belonging to the Sena Gana Bhandar
at Karanja found 1n Bundle No 76, and bears Nos 434, 435 and 436 of the hand-made
catalogue of this Collection It 1s not mentioned in Ra1 Bahadur Hiralal’'s Catalogue of
Mss. 1n C. P. & Berar. Out of these three Mss. only one could be handled by the
Editor as the remaiming two were worn out and are unsafe to use fo1 collation purposes.
I had an opportunity to inspect them personally during my visits to Karanja, and have
examined them on the spot. I could however select only one out of them for collation
work. To me this Ms. appeared to be a copy of one of the older Mss. in the
bundle This is a paper Ms containing 125 leaves 8" by 12" in size with 11 hnes to
a page and about 28 letters to a lne. It begins.—3» aa: fags1: (| ge¥qr Fa:
Il ga% ll quyafa qeIgac - and ends with the Puspikd of Samdhi XCII as in the
printed work. It has a gloss in margins and between.hnes, partly in Sanskrit and partly
in mixed Hindi-Gujarati.

Dr. Ludwig Alsdoif of Hamburg University in Germany brought out his edition of
“Harivam$apurana, em Abschmtt ous der Apabhramsa-Welt-historie ‘“‘Mahapurana
Tisatthimahapurisagunalamkara ” von Puspadanta "’ in 1936. The Mss. matenal used
by him consisted of three Mss., which he designates as A, B and C. I have designated
them as B (Balatkdra Gana), P (Poona) and S (Sena Gana) respectively. The
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Poona Ms. was in my possession, and it was with my consent that he took photographs
of the portion containing Harivaméa in Poona early in 1931. It was then agreed that
[ should postpone the publication of my edition of Harivaméa till his edition was out.
It will be seen that I have used two more Mss, K uand A, and confidently feel that
I have heen able to give a better text of this portion  To mention only one example,
I refer the reader to LXXXI 919 where my text reads.

fiag zaafafe famarmsgang ||
while Dr Aldoif’s text reads: —

maz Fgafafy famarrerdsssmé |
It 15 nce lless to say that my reading 15 infimtely better than that of Dr. Alsdorf.

As 1n the case of two previous Volumes of this work, I have made full use of
the Tippaua of Prabhacandra in preparing my Ciitical Apparatus and Foot-Notes, and
m constituting my text I have chiefly rehed on my Ms. K asiin Vol II for reasons
explaed elsewhete.

2 THE POET AND HIS WORKS

The author of the Mahapurdana or Tiatthimahipunsagunilamkara as the
poet callsit, the Nayakumairacariu and the Jasaharacariuis Pupphayamta,
Sk Puspadanta  He was bornin the Kasyapa gotra and his patents were Kedavabhatta
and Mugdhadevi  As the names Ke$avabhatta and Kadyapa gotra indicate, his parents
were Brahmins by buth and'caste  They were followers of the Saiva sect, but were
later converted to Jamism and died under the Jain form of renunciation. We have no
information about whether Puspadanta was born after his parents’ conversion to Jainism
or before 1t, but 1t 15 possible that he was as well-versed in Brahmanic lore as he was
in Jaimsm  We do not know definitely what his native land was, where and under
whom he studied and whose patronage he enjoyed before he mugrated to Manyakheta.

It has been argued that Puspadanta came from the South where Digambara
Jaimsm ruled supreme, perhaps from Kaiici, where he enjoyed, for some time, the
patronage of King Virardija alias King Bhairava, or, according to Prabhacandra’s Tippana,
of Siidraka, i whose praise he wiote some poetic work, now no longer extant It
seems that this poem caused mithyatva or heretic belief 1n the poet, and hence Bharata
asked him to write on the theme of the Mahipurana as a prayadcitta for it Due to
some hunuhation or insult at the court of his patron, the poet seems to have left his
court 1n disgust, and after a long and tedious journey, arrived at the outskirts of the
beautiful Manyakheta, the prosperous capital of the Rastrakiita kings. To my mind
the nattve land of Puspadanta could not have been south India, as, except 1n one or at
the most two words, there 1s no traceable mfluence of any of the Dravidian languages
on his works. On the contrary, the vocabulary, proverbial expressions, manners and
customs, as reflected in his writings, rather indicate that he must have been a native
of Northein India, perhaps of Berar. Further, the Apabhraméa language and lterature
were neither cultivated nor preserved 1n any of the South Indian Libraries. He undoub-
tedly mastered the Sanskrit language, but his mastery over Prakrits, and particularly
Apabhramsa, 1s remarkably wonderful.

The poet had a lean body, dark complexion, an ugly figure, but a smiling face,
He had neither wife nor chuldren, nor a house, and seems to have led the lhfe of a
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wandering ascetic, halting at empty or deserted houses or temples, taking his bath in
rivers, wells or lakes, wearing old rags or barks, sleeping on bare ground, and covering
his body with his arms. He had a firm faith in the Jana doctrine of salvation, his sole
ambition being to die a wise man’s death (Pancitamarana). For his poetic gifts he
acquired several titles or birudas such as Khanda, Ahimanameru, Kavvarayanayara,
Kavvapisalla, Kavvarakkhasa, Kaikulatilaa, Sarasaimlaa, Vaisarighara etc  His poetic
fame brought to him a host of enemies who made a successful attempt to oust him
from the court of his patron, for, 1 think that his attack on the wicked at several
places 1n his works 1s not a mere routine of poets to refer to the behaviour of the
wicked at the beginning of a mahakavya, but 1s due to his bitter experience at the court
of his former patron He however found in Bharata at Manyakheta a genumne friend,
who offered him shelter, gave im encouragement to compose poetry, and supplied to
him such necessary amenities as writers, copyists etc. From the year 959 to about 972
A. D., the poet lived under his patronage, and after lis death, under that of his son
Naana, till the city was completely destroyed and the house of Bharata was ruined.
During this period of about 14 years he wrote three works, all in Apabhraméa, viz, the
Mahapurana in 102 Samdhis, dedicated to Bharata, the Nayakumaiaracariu
mn 9 Samdhis to commemorate the name of Nannain a poetic composition, and
the Jasaharacariu in 4 Samdhis, dedicated to Nanna. He mentions his own
name in the last hne of each Samdhi, as also of his patron Bharata in the MP, and of
Nauna 1n the remaining two works. In Sanskntic languages Puspadanta means
Tirthamkara Puspadanta, and also the sun and the moon, and Bharata stands for the
first Cakravartin of the Jainas. The poet therefore has adopted clever puns to have

the mention of his own name as also of his patron in the last lines of each Samdhi
of his works.

I now proceed to describe the circumstances under which the poet came to
compose each of his three works The first of these 1s the Mahapurana or
Thsatthimahapunsagugalamkara, and 1s dedicated to Bharata, the minister of Kisna 111
(939-968 A. D ) of the Rastrakita dynasty. After the death of Bharata (- 967 A.D)
Nanna, his son, succeeded him 1n his office as mimster, for about a year, of Krspa III
and after his death in 968 A D. of Khottigadeva. The poet’s second work was
expressly written to perpetuate Nanna's name, as MP had perpetuated the name of
his father. The third and the last work was also dedicated to Nanua, not on account
of any special request on his behalf, but purely out of gratitude for the kind treatment
the poet had received during a severe famine from the hands of his patron, Nanoa.

We read in MP I. 3-9 the circumstances which induced the poet to write the
work. In the Siddhaitha year of the Saka era (1e 959 A. D.), the poet Puspadanta,
having fallen a victim to the intrigues of the wicked 1n the court of hs former patron,
left him, and came to Manyakheta. King Tuciga (1e. Krspa III, ahas Subhatunga,
ahas Vallabharaya of the Rastrakuta dynasty ), who had recently acquired a great victory
over the Colas by cutting off the head of the king ( Rajaditya ), was 1ts ruler. The poet
was fatigued and exhausted by his long and tedious journey, and looked hke a new
moon, famished in body. While he was resting 1n the adjoning Nandana grove, two
gentlemen, Ammaiya and Indrarédja by name, approached the poet and requested him to
visit the city rather than stay out in a lonely grove. The poet thereupon said that he
would rather eat grass in mountain valleys than see the face of a wicked king.
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Thereupon these gentlemen asked him whether he had not heard the name of Bharata,
the munister of king Subhatunga (1e. Krspa III) who was a connoisseur of poems of
the Prakrit poets, suggesting to him that the minister would certanly receive hm well.
On this assurance the poet saw Bharata, and was received by him with great courtesy.
Bharata gave him good food, clothing and shelter. After some days Bharata asked the
poet to write a poem on the theme of Purudeva, 1e., Rsabha, the first Tirthamkara of
the Jamnas, as a prayascitta for the mithydtva or sin that the poet had commtted in
prasing and waiting upon king Bhairava Viraraja ( Sadraka according to T,) and that
he would give the poet the necessary help for that purpose. The poet was at first very
reluctant and said to the mimster that 1t was useless to write poetry in those bad days
when good poets had been abused and nsulted by the wicked, that he had neither the
talent, nor learning, nor any friend who would offer him help, that he would gain no
fame or name 1n the world that was <o full of the wicked. Bharata asked him not to
mind them as the full moon did not mind the barking of dogs. The poet was still very
nervous, as he felt he had not got the required acquaintance with the teachings of his
predecessors such as Akalamka and yet he would undertake the task of wnting the
Mahipurina purely out of devotion to the Jinas. The poet then mvoked the goddess of
learning and started his work.

After the completion of the Kdnpur:‘ma, ie. Samdhis I-XXXVII, there seems to
have been some break 1n the work, due, as the poet himself says in XXXVIIIL. 2. 1, to
some unpleasant happenings that kept the poet’'s mind depressed. At this juncture the
goddess of learmng appeared before him in a dream and asked him to salute the Jina.
The poet woke up, but saw nobody there. Now Bharata came to visit the poet, asked
him why he stopped in the middle of his woik, and offered to make amends for any
offence which put the poet out of mind. Bharata asked the poet to proceed with his
work and complete 1t, particulaily 1in view of the fickleness of hfe. The poet said that he
was di~gusted with the world as 1t was full of the wicked, that to wiite a single line of
poetry appeared to him to be a heavy task, though he was not afraid of any blemishes
1in hus poetry. The poet further said to Bharata that 1t was impossible for him to refuse
to do what his patron asked lim to do, when he found that he (his patron) excelled in
kindness king Satavahana and king Sri Harsa The poet did not care for wealth, but
wanted genuine friendship with Bharata The poet then resumed his work.

Thete 15 no mention of any furthet breaks in the composition of the MP. which
was completed in 102 Samdhis. At the end of the work, the poet mentions a long hst
of persons who, according to tradition, heard the contents of the MP from Mahavira down
to king Sreika  The last in this hist of 1llustrious persons, the poet says, was Bharata,
who got 1t composed in the Paddhadi metre, and that Mamaiya, 1e., Puspadanta, was
its author. The colophon which dedicates the work to Bharata runs as follows:
g7 waq faafgagrqRagmasr  sgFzywiafage agmaEaggafing  wgrees.
The poet was so much pleased with his performance that he exclaimed in one of the
Pradasti stanzas :

¥ grraegmia awer Aifa: fafasear-
agtega @ fafygeaaatitas: |
\ & araafnta Saakd aram afe /

ZrRAt WAITNETAY fag 7 eam || —Praasti stanza 37.
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as the author of the Mahabharata is said to have done in the line. 3fggiIfes Feeax
IwgIféq 7 a@hf=d. In the treatment of the narrative portion of MP, the poct closely
follows the text of the MP in Sanskrit by Jinasena and Gunabhadra, who, 1t appears,
represent the Digambara Jaina tradition, while the Svetambara tradition 15 represented
by Hemacandra and Bhadreévara as the comparison of contents clearly indicates.

Towards the end of MP the poet mentions names of certain persons, of these
first is naturally, Bharata, his patron, the minister of the Ristrakita king, Krsna 1l
Dangaiya and Santaiya seem to be his assistants, of these two, Dangaiya 1s again
mentioned in Niya, Dewvilla, Bhogalla and Nauna are Bharata's sons, and Sohana and
Gupavamma or Gunadhamma are probably Bharata’s grand-sons, they were at any rate
the youngest members (sisujuyala in Niya. I. 2 10) of the patron’s famuly. The
names of Devilla, Bhogalla, Nanuna, Sohana and Gunavamma or Gunadhamma seem to
be added at a later date, perhaps after the death of Bharata, only in some of the copies
of the MP left with Puspadanta. My most rehable Ms. K does not give the portion
mentioning these names, while only A and P give it (See MP. Vol III, p. 298,
Foot-Note.). The work was completed in the Krodhana year of the Saka era, 1e.,
in 965 A. D.

Niyakumaracariu s chronologically the second work of the poet. This
work consists of 9 Samdhis, and was wnitten at the express request of Nanna, Bharata’s
son and successor 1n office. We learn from Naya. 1. 1. 5 that king Krsna IIl was still
ruling at Manyakheta. The work therefore must have been composed between 965
and 968 A.n. If we put Bharata’s death in 966 A D and that of Krsna III in 968 A D.,
the most probable year of the composition of Niya. would be 967 A.n. While the poet
was staying in the house of Nanna, the young children Gunavamma or Gundhamma and
Sohana used every day to request the poet who was their teacher ( Ughiya, ) to compose
and read out to them the story of Niyakumira Nanna also jomed them in their
request to the poet to compose a poem describing the effects of the fast of Sripaficami
which he would be glad to hear. Nailla and Silabhatta, two clerks or assistants of
Nanna, suggested to the poet that Nanna was the ornament of the house and deserved
to be glonified 1n songs to be sung by gods on the mount Meru, and therefore the poet
should have hhm commemorated in a poetic composition as his father earlier was.
The poet thereupon composed the Nayakumaracariu mn 9 Samdhis.

At the ends of this work, the poet invokes blessings on Nanna, expresses a
fervent hope that his own parents, who were born as Sawvaites but converted to Jamism
and died under the Jain form of renunciation, should obtain an auspicious place
in heaven, desires that his assistant or copyist Dangaiya ( his colleague Santaiya of MP
is not mentioned ) should obtain the three gems of Dar¢ana, Jiiana and Cantra, and that
he himself should secure Kevalajiiana. e also mentions that he composed the poem
at the express request of Nanna, the son of Bharata and Kundavva, and mnister of
Subhatunga, i. e., Krsna IIl  The colophon at the end of each Samdhi runs as follows :

T3 MEFARAEAR OTAR Y agrFTYORGafaEe AgEe e

The Jasaharacariu is the next and last work of the poet. It commemorates
the name of Nanna the great minister, and 1s called the ornament to his ears. It 1s a
small poem containing four Samdhis. No special circumstances leading to its composition
2



xviii THE MAHAPURANA

have been Mentioned or referred to, and hence I presume that the poet composed it and
dedicated it to his patron Nanna purely out of devotion and gratitude. The poet invokes
blessings at the end on Nanna the great, who was prompted, out of affection to the poet,
to grant him a good house, delicious food, fine clothes and betal leaves and nuts in the
days of a great famine when the country had been devastated, the days had been dark
and unpleasant ; when poets were abused, when people were 1n great poverty, and skeles
tons of famished beings were to be found everywhere. It was the poet’s good fortune
to have found Nanna to support him. The poet further expresses a hope that good days
would come to bring happiness to the people. To me 1t appears that this poem was
composed between 968 and 972 A.D., 1n any case, before the disaster of 972 A . which
destroyed the beautiful Manyakheta. The colophon of this poem runs as follows:

T SEEATIFARY, AETATHIIIFTTRT AETHTIwRAANEY, AgrFea
From the stanza

QAT AR NeFHIHAA

®00 000000000000 0000000080 00000000s000

©90 000000000 0000cc000000000000ccccnn

&gt qafy wfeafa ga sitgeagea: #fq: || Prasasti stanza—36.

it appears that not only the city but also the house of the minister Nanna and his office were
ruined, and that the poet lost his patronage and even shelter. We have no indication as
to how long after this disaster the poet lived and when he died. Out of the several copies
of his works made at the cost of his patrons, he still possessed some on which he wrote
stanzas in praise of his patrons; we have as many as 48 stanzas in different Mss. of the
MP ( See Introduction to Vol. I. pp. xvi-xxvii ) some of which make mention of Bharata

and as many as 3 in different Mss. of Jasa. mentioning Nanna. These stray stanza

may be regarded as the last poetic expressions of the noble poet Puspadanta.

3. THE DATE OoF THE POET

The works of Puspadanta contain the following evidence on the strength of which
it is possible to determine his date with tolerable certainty.

1. The poet mentions in MP I, 9 a number of his predecessors. Of these the
dates of Akalamka, Bharavi, Kalidasa, Caturmukha, Svayambhii, Sri Harsa, Bana, the
Dhavala and Jayadhavala of Virasena and Jinasena respectively, and of Rudrata, have
been fixed with a good deal of certainty. Of these authors and works, the youngest are
Virasena and Jinasena, authors of Dhavald and Jayadhavald, and Rudrata. Professor
Hiralal Jain, in lis English Introduction to Satkhandagama, Vol. I page ii, has come to
the conclusion that the Dhavald was completed in 816 A. D. and the Jayadhavala in
837 AD. Professor P. V. Kane and Dr. S. K. De of Dacca University hold that Rudrata
lived between 800 and 850 A. D.

2. In MP L 3. 2 the poet refers to a historical event, viz., the death of the king
of the Colas at the hands of Tudiga, who is no other than Krsna III of the Rastrakita
dynasty, known also as Akalavarsa, Subhatunga and Vallabhariya. According to
Vincent Smith and Altekar, Krsna Il came to the throne or succeeded his father
Amoghlavarsa in 939 A.D., and he obtained a smashing victory over the Colas on the
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rattle-field of Takkolam in 949 A.D. The Cola army was led into the battle by the
rown-prince Rajaditya who was killed on the field by the army of the Rastrakiitas led
oy the Ganga ruler Bhiitaga II.

3. The poet mentions in MP L. 3. 1 the Siddhirtha year, presumably of the
Saka era, in which he began the composition of MP, and in MP CII. 14, 13 he says that
he completed it in the Krodhana year, presumably of the same era. The Krodhana
samvatsara comes six years after the Siddhartha samvatsara, which Siddhartha year, 1n
my opinion, is the same Siddhartha year of the Saka era 881 in which Somadeva
completed his Yadastilaka at Gangadhira under a feudatory of KrsnaIll of the
Rastrakiita dynasty. Our poet seems to have been prompted to write his Jasaharacariu
on account of this recent evidence of the popularity of the theme.

4. In Pradasti Stanza No. 36 ( See MP. Vol L. Introduction, page xxv) the poet
mentions the destruction of Manyakheta by a king of Dhara. According to Altekar
( See page 124, and also Addenda, page 422 ) who 1s supported by emgraphical evidence
as well as literary evidence of Dhanapila, the author of Paiyalacchi Namamala ( See
stanza 276 ), the plunder of Mianyakheta took place in the year 1029 of the Vikrama
era, i.e.,, 972-73 A. D., 1n the reign of Khottigadeva, the successor of Krsna III.

5. In Jasa. IV. 31. 7-10 the poet refers to a severe famine. Professor Hirala]
Jain thinks ( See Naya. Introduction, pages XVIII-XIX ) that this famine may have
occurred after the plunder of Manyakheta in 972 A.D. I do not think so. In my
opinion it must have occurred before 972 A. D. when the poet still enjoyed the patronage
and favours of Nanna, and the city still in tact, as otherwise the poet mught have
mentioned the destruction of the city in Jasa. itself. There are however no historical
documents available to destermine the date of this famine, and hence its mention in the
works of the poet does not give us any clue to fix his date. Yet the events mentioned
under 1-4 above give enough indications to solve the problem of the date of the poet.

The terminus a quo for the date of Puspadanta would be the date of Jayadhaval3,
say 837 A. D., and of Rudrata, say, 850 A. D., and the ferminus ad quem the plunder of
Manyakheta in 972 A.D. Now within these hmits the Siddhartha Samvatsara would
occur twice, first in 899 A. D. and again 1n 959 A. D. Of these two years we cannot
accept the first as the defeat of the Cola king by Krsna III could not have been effected
before 940 A. D. the probable year of the accession of Krsna III to the throne. In fact,
the defeat of the Colas took place, according to Smith and Altekar, in the year 949 A. D.
We therefore have to accept 959 A D. as the Sidhartha year in which Puspadanta
commenced his MP, and 965 A. D. as the year in which he completed it. Bharata, the
E;et's patron, hived to see the completion of MP, but seems to have died soon after it,
say, in 966 A. D. The reference to the fickleness of life mentioned in MP XXXVIIL. 3. 9,
may be due to the inner promptings of Bharata himself. For a fuller discussion of the
question, the reader is referred to my Introduction to Jasa., pages 20-24, and to Rai
Bahadur Hiralal’s Catalogue of Mss. in C. P. & Berar, page xliv f, and to Altekar,
Addenda, page 422.

4. THE POET'S PATRONS

In the different Mss. of MP, I have discovered as many as 48 Pra$asti stanzas,
out of which 33 stanzas make mention of Bharata, the poet’s patron. I have given
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these stanzas in MP. Vol I. pp. xvi-xxvii. In the text of MP, itself there are passages,
viz, MP L. 5, XXXVIIL 2, 3 and 6, CIL. 12, 13 and 14, in which Bharata is glonfied.
From these it 15 possible to construct the story of Bharata’s life, This patron of poetry
and learning 1s not mentioned anywhere else, either in works on early Indian History
such as Bhandarkar’s Early Iistory of the Deccan, or Vincent Smith’s Early History of
India, or Altekar’s Ra-trakitas and their Times. The discovery of Puspadanta’s works
have thus brought this Bharata to the notice of historians.

Bharata seems to have come from the family of Kondella (Sk. Kaundinya)
gotra. This was a rnich family and held the office of ministers (See Prasast1 stanza
No. 46, ) but had become poor. There are references which indicate that Bharata
regained the lost wealth of his family by devoted service to his master (15). His
grandfather’s name was Annaiya or Annayya. His father’s name was Aiyana or Airana
and his mother was called Devi. Bharata had no brother or near relative (15). He
was married to Kundavva, and had three sons at least, viz., Devilla, Bhogalla and Nanna,
and two grand-sons, Sohana and Gunavamma Nanona 15 mentioned as the son of
Kundavva and 1t 15 not unlikely that Bharata had moie wives than one. Of the three
sons Nanna succeeded his father as munster, first of Krspa III n 966 and later of
Khottuigadeva from 968 onwards  In the order of the mention of these three sons 1t
looks that Nanna was the youngest. We have therefore to presume that his two elder
brothers died following the death of their father in 966 A. D or that Nanna had some
special quahfications to supercede his brothers in the office of his father,

Bharata 1s described by the poet as having a dark complexion (12, 20). He had
a good physique (23), and held the office of a general 1n the army of Krsna IIT (46 ).
He also held the portfoho of the minister of charities in the royal household (12). He
wore a simple dress and had courteous manners and speech (35). He was fond of
learning (7) He combined in him wealth and learning (22). It was impossible to
count his virtues as it 1s impossible to count the waters of the sea (11, 12). He had a
pure character (3 ). He was 1n fact a rendezvous of all virtues, most strking among
them being his generosity. Poems were being recited in his house, and copyists
prepared copies of works. Thus, since Puspadanta became his friend, his house became
a meeting place of the learned (43 ). He was always generous to the needy and so held
a place of honour amongst generous persons of the past such as Bali, Jimitavahana,
Dadhici, Vinayankura and Sitavihana (9, 31). His fame travelled far and wide (1).
He had countless virtues as he had countless enemies ( 27 ), who experienced the same
mseries as copyists experienced while toihing (48 ). One graceful act on his part was
to induce Puspadanta to write the Mahapurana and to offer him the necessary help for
that purpose. In fact, nstead of spending his wealth 1n building wells, lakes, ponds and
Jain temples, he used 1t on the preparation and propagation of the Jain epic, and the
poet hoped that with the help of this work, he would cross the ocean of samsira
in comfort (47 ).

After the death of Bharata in 966 A. D., his son Nanpa offered the poet the same
help. We find in the two works which the poet wrote to commemorate him his glori-
fication m Naya. L. 3-4, and 1n the Pradasti at the end of this work; in Jasa. I. 1;
IV. 31. 7--10, and 1n the three stanzas at the beginming of the three Samdhis of this
work, where reference to his generosity is made. We gather from this material that
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Napna was the worthy son of a worthy father and extended his patronage to the poet
with the same generosity. Nappa seems to have appomnted him as a teacher to look
after the spiritual welfare of his two sons, Sohapa and Gupavamma, who call the Poet
‘Uphaya’ It 1s likely that Napna had one more son born to lum after the completion of
Niya., as the poet mentions ‘Sutaih’ in the Pradasti stanza occurring at the beginning
of Jasa II  We do not know how long Nappa hved after the plunder of Manya-
kheta 1n 972 A. D, but 1t appears that he might have lost his life in battle in that year,
which event made the poet homeless once more.

5. MANYAKHETA, THE CAPITAL OF THE RASTRAKUTAS

Minyakheta, the capital of the later Rastrakitas,iwhere Puspadanta lived and
wrote his works 1n Apabhramsa, 1s modern Malkhed in H. E. H. the Nizam’s Dominons,
is located N. Lat. 17°10", E. Long. 77° 13", and 1s situated some three miles to
the west of Malkher Road Railway station on the Wadi Hyderabad Section of the
Nizam’s Railways. According to Karhad and Deoli plates, King Amoghavarsa I of the
Rastrakita dynasty, founded this aity and transferred his capital to thus place from a place
in the Nasik District, not yet finally detetrmined. The transfer seems to have taken place
about 815 A. D Since then down to 972 A. D. when it was burnt to ashes by the fire of
the wrath of the king of Dhara, 1t continued to be the capital of the dynasty, and
attained eminence to justify its description as given in Karhad and Deoli Plates.

A rerRzaalE Ay Mamndiia adfag 99

that it humbled down the pride of gods and vied with the beauty of Indra’s capital;
or according to Puspadanta

fAraraad aIAgaa NFHaAHad
AFMAZTR JWRITASTET 73 |

it was a beautiful place highly valued by the poor and helpless, had a huge population,
had blossoming woods and creepers, and imitated or vied with the beauty of the city of
Purandara or Indra. The town 1s mentioned under various names; Puspadanta uses the
names of Mepadi (v ! Mevadi or Mevada), Mannakheda, Manyakheta and Manya-
kheta, Prabhacandra’s Tippana calls it Medapatiya, the Copper plate records use the
term Manyakheta', Somadeva calls it melpati, the town 1s known to Arab writers as
Mankir, and 1ts king as Balhdara ( Amoghavarsa 1), 1. e, Vallabharaya.

As all the known works of Puspadanta are now brought out, I considered it to
be my duty to visit the place and its surroundings to obtamn a first-hand knowledge of
its present position. Accordingly I paid a visit to the place on 26th December 1940.
The village—for it is no more than a small village now—is situated due west to the
railway station called Malkher Road, the remains of the ancient Ristrakiita palace
are visible from a long distance and guide the visitor. There 1s not even a good
cart-track leading to the village from the station, and I had to wade my way through
fields with standing crops six or seven feet high, keeping my eye on the remains of the
palace which looks like an old fort. After a somewhat difficult walk of over three
miles, I approached the willage brook on its eastern boundary. On crossing the brook
I met a farmer who agreed to take me round the village and to show me the sights that
I wanted to see. He told me however that the population of the town was out on
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account of the scare of the epidemic of plague, and so there was no chance of my
meeting any old residents or prominent people to obtain information. On crossing
the brook we have an ascent of some 100 feet above the surrounding plains, which
naturally gives a commanding position to the old city. The Archaeological Department
of the Nizam’s State does not seem to have bestowed its attention to this place and
hence there 15 no board marking the existence of an ancient site. With the help of the
farmer who acted as my guide, I first visited the ruins of the old palace with its outer
walls in Tandur stone still 1in tact. The main entrance to the palace is still standing.
On entering the premises I was shown an underground passage which, my gude told
me, led to the Jain temple ( which 1s the Subhatunga Caityalaya established or built by
Krsna Il according to Prabhachandra’s Tippana), some 300 yards away from the
palace 1n the centre of the city. A watch-tower on the southern side of the palace with
its fight of steps 1s still in tolerably good order. I went up to its top, and, to my great
delight, I could get a fine view of the surrounding country-side, with the river Kangana
( Kandana ? ) flowing on the west of the town and forming a confluence with the brook
mentioned above, just under the watch-tower. I was told that the river Kangana had a
perennial supply of clear water throughout the year. From the top of the watch-tower
which is some 150 feet above the plains, one could command a really good view. I was
told that the minerets of the Mosque at Gulbarga are visible from that place, but owing
to winter fog, I could not see them. Mainyakheta, being situated within the fork
formed by the confluence of two streams 1s, I am convinced, an 1ideal site to build a
beautiful town. The river Kangana has a big bend at the foot of the tower, and looks
like a big bow with its bent towards the observer. Round about, there are plains
stretching miles and miles. The walls of the palace 1 white--grey Tandur stone on the
eastern side show marks of their being attacked by cannon balls as some stones semmed
to be crushed while the rest were quite 1n tact.

I next visited the Jain temple called Subhatunga Jinalaya The temple 1s still in
tolerably good condition though very modest in structure or architecture It 1s however
very much neglected and does no credit to the Digambara Jain commumty which else-
where has shown jealous care to preserve their holy places. The foundations of the
temple seem to have sunk considerably below the ground level. As there was nobody
to take care of the temple o1 worship the 1mages, it was locked, and hence I could only
peep through the small windows to satisfy myself that it contamned the images of the
Tirthamkaras and therefore must have been a Jain temple. 1 was told that there used
to be a Bhattiiaka there, but at present there was none. It also contained some Mss.
which were removed to Karanja in Berar. How delighted I would have been to find
Mss. of Puspadanta's works prepared during his hfe time! The Mss. of Puspdanta’s
works which I discovered at Karanja were only copies made at Surat and other places,
and so there 1s no chance now of discovering original or earliest copies of the works
made 1n the house of Bharata at his cost.

The wvisit to the site of Manyakheta, the capital of the Rastrakiitas, convinced me
that it was a magnificent site capable to make a beautiful town, and although nothing of
its grandeur now remains, the consensus of opinion of the poets that the town put to
shame Indra’s capital and was built to humble down the pride of gods, is not merely a
poetic exhuberance,
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The rulers of Manyakheta seem to have encouraged the hterary activity of their
age. They were most of them the ardent followers of the Jan faith, and naturally
encouraged the religious literature of the Jainas. The works which make a mention of
their rule are written mostly in Sanskrit, but there are several which are wntten mn
Kannada, and at least three in Apabhraméa, The royal house of the Rastrakiitas has
contributed its quota to the growth of hterature and philosophy. The reader is referred
to Dr. Altekar’s work, pages 405-418, and to Professor S. R Sharma’s work, Jainism
and Karnataka Culture, Dharwar, 1940, PP 64-102, which give details of works
written 1n Sanskrit and Kannada. My account of Puspadanta above supplements the
information regarding works 1n Apabhraméa. The feudatories of the Rastrakiita
rulers also seem to have encouraged literature as will be seen from the colophon of
Somadeva’s Yasastilaka.

6. GLOSS ON THE CONSTITUTED TEXT AND ITS SOURCES

The reader will notice that the bottom portion of the printed text is divided into
two parts. The first part, separated from the Text by a wavy line gives the variants
found in different Mss. or recorded 1n the margin of MSS., and also 1n the Tippana of
Prabhacandra. The second part, separated from the first part by a double hne, gives a
short gloss in Sanskrit on the constituted text. I have culled it from the marginal notes
of Mss. that I have used, and also from the Tippana of Prabhacandra and Pafipka of an
unknown author, perhaps Sricandra or another Prabhachandra. In selecting the gloss
for this purpose I have kept in mind the difficulties which a reader 1s likely to meet
with while going through the text, and I hope that if the reader 13 equipped with a good
knowledge of the Sanskrit language and literature and some elementary knowledge of the
grammar of the Prakrits and Apabhram$a, he will be able to understand the text easily
with the help of this gloss. I hope this method of supplying gloss at the bottom of the
page will be appreciated by the reader as 1t taxes lhum less, and helps me to reduce the
volume of my notes. It should be noted that I have not retouched the text of the gloss,
but have retained it as it was found in Mss, even though at times I felt tempted to
improve upon uncouth Prakritisms or unwarranted historical allusions. See for example
my gloss on pages 8 and 9 of Vol. I.

I should like to make a few observations here regarding the marginal gloss in
Mss. The marginal gloss in my Ms. K 1s written 1n one and the same hand throughout,
and seems to have been prepared by a clever and learned scholar. This scholar seems
to be well acquainted with the Tippana of Prabhicandra and also with another brief
commentary in Sanskrit called Pafijika. He has often compared the text of Puspadanta’s
MP with that of Jinasena and Gunabhadra, and where they differed, he had noted the
point of difference with the remark ‘—:E’Jﬁ._ Pandit Nathuram Premi once told me
that he had seen in Agra the Mss. of the Commentary called Pafijika, but none of them
became available tb me so far, and hence I am not able to say to what extent the gloss
in K 1s indebted to Pafijika. This Pafijka, according to my Ms. K, contained at the end

the following two stanzas in fiagments ( See Foot-Notes to MP. Vol. 111, p 298), whict
I 'am now able to reconstruct as follows:

(e a9 99 98 ) AAAET FQqUReTEd
TR 37 GRREGATE ATHAERFY |
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aend fr AgrREAS gergeeR:
eraraafy dimam (et ssmaai ) 1L

FATIRAGIQUERIANAT AATAIA:

aaiforam:aigaag: q@EaFd: F¢ |

WAEAGAAYF: ggfaY 3 (e

Srarfzems: gavgaln: agameglE: ) 1R N
—gaqaaza afEFE qad |

These stanzas, with shght variations, are quoted, first, in the Introduction to the
Ratnakarandaka Sravakaciara (MDJGM, 24) on page 61, and Pandit Jugal
Kishore Mukhtar says that he obtained the passage from the Jaipur Ms No 223 i the
Patodi Jain Mandir through hus friend, Pandit Pannalalp Bakhwal. 1 have used a Ms.
of Prabhacandra’s Tippana on the Uttarapurina from this very Patodt Mandir; my Ms.
bears No 13/3, but does not contain these stanzas nor the passage .

Nsgfagausyt siagoRafar  uee@fgmmafsamsatEg faets-
#5340 sftgaraeziRaa agrmmfzand gasafFesaaRan Rl |

These stanzas and the passage aie again quoted by Kalash Chandra Shastri in his
Introduction to the Nyiyakumudacandra (MDJM, 38) on page 120. The stanza
“ Tattvadhara” etc. with the colophon 1s mentioned by Professor Hiralal Jan mn his
Introduction to the Naya. on pages LXHI-LXIV. Unfortunately I did not come
across any Ms. of the Tippana containing the above quotation. I got one Ms. of the T
on the Adipurana from the Deccan College Library, and one on the Uttarapurana from
Japur. None of these Mss use the term Pafijika for that of T. I therefore think that the
MP had two Tippanas, one was called Tippana by acarya Prabhacandra and the other
was called Paijka, also by Prabhacandra or Sricandra Pandita. The Tippana by
Prabhicandra I was a brief commentary on difficult words of MP, the other Tippana
by Prabhacandra II was called Paipka or Tippanakah and seems to be somewhat
more elaborate. T further think that Prabhacandra I was a contemporary of king Bhoja
and wrote his Tippana in the Vikrama year 1080, 1. e. 1023 A. D, the second Prabha-
candra wrote his Pafipka amphfying the earher work. Both the Prabhacandras came
from the same place, Dhara, and lived mn the 11th century A.D. under two different rulers
of the same dynasty. Further Prabhacandra II may have been a pupil or grand-puptl
of Prabhicandra I. The hines

facd ax ag sgxaaar FQoIRAEd
S G G AP

n my opinion, refer to Prabhidcandra II's obhgations or indebtedness to Prabhicandra I
I am offering this explanation 1n view of the fact that there were several Jain scholar
bearing the name Prabhdcandra; some twenty such scholars are mentioned by Pandi
Jugal Kishore Mukhtar in his Introduction to the Ratnakarandaka Sravakicar:
on pages 53-66. If this explanation 1s accepted, the discrepancies caused by referenc
to the reigns of Bhoja and of Jayasimha in the Mss. of the Tippanas can b
satisfactorily solved.
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7. A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS OF LXXXI-CII.

LXXXI. This Samdhi and the eleven following give the Jaina version of
Harivaméa, which mncludes the story of Nemi, the twenty-second Tirthamkara of the
Janas and of the ninth Baladeva and Vasudeva, i.e, Kisna and Balarama. The poet
calls this section by its sub-title, the quarrel of Krsna and Jarasamdha. These are,
really speaking, narratives covered by the Mahabharata of the Hindus. Before
commencing the marrative proper, the poet with all humility says that he has no
qualifications to undertake the task, but does so to please his patron Bharata. He
begins his narrative by giving an account of some of the mne previous births of Nemi.

At Simhapura there ruled a king called Aruhadasa. His queen was called
Jinadatta. Once both of them worshipped the Jinas and while Jinadatta was asleep, she
saw in a dream a lion entering her mouth. She narrated the dieam to her husband who
told her that she would get a son. A beautiful son was born to her, was named
Aparajta, and 1in due course became king Aruhadasa then became a disciple of a monk
Vimalavahana Oneday Aparajnta received a report that both Aruhadisa and Vimalavahana
attained emancipation  Aparanta was very much moved by this news and took a vow
that he would not touch food until he saw the feet of lus father and of the monk At this
resolve Indra felt uneasy and asked Kubera to arrange a Samavasarana where Aparanta
would be able to have the sight of both his father and the monk. He did accordingly,
Aparajita was satisfied, and took food. Once, at the time of the Nandi$vara festival,
Aparajta saw two monks whom he thought he had seen somewhere. One of these
monks then gave the king the account of their meeting 1n their previous birth.

There 1s a town called Siryaprabha in the Gandhila country with its king
Stryaprabha and queen Dharini. She had three sons, Cintagati, Manogati and
Capalagati. Now at that time there was a town called Arindama with 1ts king Ariunjaya
and queen Antaseni. They had a beautiful daughter, Pritimati by name. Thi
Pritimati would not marry any body unless he did three rounds of Maunt Meru. Many
persons attempted to fulfil the condition but failed. Manogati and Capalagati got the
news, came to see the girl, fell in love with her, but were weak to fulfil the condition,
so they asked their elder brother Cintagati about it, he won the race. Pritimat1 was
prepared to marry him but he wanted that she should marry any one of his younger
brothers. She however did not like the pioposal, and out of disgust for the world,
renounced it under a nun called Nmtu On beholding this behaviour of the girl, all
the three brothers became monks. “After their death they were all born 1in the Mahendra
heaven. In theit next birth, Cintagati was born as Aparanta. Now these two monks
told Aparayita that he had only one month of his hfe left to him, and then they went
away. On hearing this Aparayta renounced the worldly hife, became a monk, died, was
born in the Acyuta heaven, and in the following birth was born as prince Supratistha,
the son of Sricandra and &Iandadevx of Hastinagapura. In due course Supratistha
became king. Once he offered alms to a monk named Jasahara, there appeared five
miracles in his house  On seeing a falling meteor, Supt atlstha left his kingdom to his
son Sudrsti, became a monk, practised penance, and aquired merit which enabled him
to be a Tlrthamkara He was then born as Ahamindra 1n the Jayanta Anuttaravunana,
and was destined to be Nems, the twenty-second Tirthamkara of the Jainas, in the
Harnivamé$a, which traced its descent from Rsabha, the first Tirthamkara.

3
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In the city of Kauéambi there lived a king named Maghavat. His queen was
called Vitasoka. They had a son, named Raghu.. There iived in the city a merchant,
Sumukha by name. Once a merchant called Viradatta of Dantapura came with his
wife Vanamila to stay with Sumukha who fell in love with the lady. Sumukha managed
to send her husband Viradatta on a long journey for trading, while he and Vanamala
enjoyed hife. When after a long period of twelve years Viradatta returned, he found s
wife’s misbehaviour, became a monk out of disgust, and was born as god Citrangada in
the Saudharma heaven. Raghu, the son of king Maghavat, was also born there as god
Stryaprabha. Once Sumukha and Vanamala heard a rehigious sermon from a monk
Dharmasimha, and were filled with remorse for their bad behaviour, and died.
Sumukha 1n his next birth was born as Simhaketu, son of king Prabhafijana and
Mrkanda of Bhogapura, and Vanamala was born Vidyunmala as daughter of king
Vajracipa and Subhadevi of Salayapura Here also Simhaketu and Vidyunmalad were
married. Once gods Siryaprabha and Citrangada saw them m a pleasure garden,
Citrangada could not control his anger, picked them up, and was about to throw them
in a deserted place when his friend Siiryaprabha pacified his anger, and as a result of
this, Citiangada threw them 1n a garden near the town of Campa. The gods then
went to heaven.

Just at this juncture, king Candrakirti of Campa had died and left no son to
succeed him to his throne [The munisters therefore let loose an excellent elephant with
a pitcher of water to select a king for them. @‘he elephant came to the garden and
disbursed the pitcher over Snmhaketu] He was then selected king of Campa. and was
named Markanda as he was the son of Mrkanda. From this Markanda started a line of
kings, Harigiri, Himagir1 and Vasugin.

Now in Sauripura there was a king named Surasena He had two wives,

Dharini and Sukanta. They gave birth to two sons who became famous in the world.
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LXXXII. Andhakavrsm was the son of Dharini and Narapativrstu was the son
of Sukanta. Andhakavysm married- Subhadra and had ten sons from her, of whom
Samudravijaya was the eldest and Vasudeva was the youngest, and two daughters, Kunti
and Madri. Narapativrsm martied Padmavati and had sons such as Ugrasena etc. Tand
one daughter named Gandhari. In Hastinagapura there lived a king named Hasti or
Hasta; his queen was Suv/kkx They had a son, Parasara by name. His wife was
Satyavati. Their son was Vyasa, the false poet. Vyasa married Subhadra and had by
her three sons, Dhrtarastra, Pandu and Vidura. . Once these brothers went to Saunpura
Pandu saw Kuml‘iﬁér,e fell n love with her, and with the help of a ring that “he
obtained from a Vidyadhara, entered Kunti’s residence, and enjoyed her. Kunti gave
birth to a son who was put in a box and left in the stream of the Jumna. He was
picked up by king Aditya of Campa who gave the boy to his queen Radha. As the
boy was seen keeping his hand on his ear, he was named Karna. When Andhakavrsni
discovered that Pandu was 1n love with Kunti, both the king’s daughters were married
to him. From Pandu we have the five Pandavas, Yudhisthira etc. Gandhari was married
to Dhrtarastra and had one hundred sons, Duryodhana etc.

The rest of the Samdhi refers to the previous births of Andhakavrspi and of his
sons including Vasudeva.



INTRODUCTION xxvii

LXXXIII.  After his father’s death, Samudravijaya became king. His youngest
brother Vasudeva was very beautiful, was in the hahit of wandering fieely in the city
and maddened the hearts of all ladies in the town. ‘The citizens then made a complaint
to the king that they could not lead a happy life at home as Vasudeva had maddened
their wives. Vasudeva was thereupon forbidden to move in the city and had to restrict
his movements to the precincts of the palace. 4 Vasudeva resented this, quietly left the
house at might, and reaching the burning ground, left his ornaments on a burning dead
body there, and a letter attached to the neck of his horse, and disappeared. He was
believed to have committed suicide. The astrologers however predicted that the
king would meet him after a period of hundred .years.

In the course of his wanderings, Vasudeva came to V1]ayanagara where he
marnied Samadevi, king’s daughter. Once, while sporting in a lake, Vasudeva was
caught by a maddened elephant, but was defeated by him. On seeing this exploit, a
Vidyadhara picked him up, and took him to the Valtadhya mountamn. There he married
Samar, the daughter of Asanivega and Pavanavega Now a Vidyadhara named
Maka did not like the union, and hence picked up Vasudeva and attempted to carry
him off: but Sdmari ran after her husband with sword in hand, and killed Angéraka. In
the fight Angiraka dropped Vasudeva m a grove near Campa. There he heard of
Gandharvadafti” who was very fond of Vipa. Several kings from earth and heaven
gathered there to show their skill 1n the art of playing on the lute and win her hand, but
nobody pleased her. Now prince Vasudeva, who looked hke a traveller, went there to
try his luck. Several Vinas were offered to him, but he found fault with every one,
and said to Gandharvadatta that he would charm her muind if a Vina, called Ghosavati,
belonging to king Padmaratha, could be secured./ The merchant then sent his men,
secured the lute, gaveit to Vasudeva who played on it and enticed the mind of
Gandharvadatta. She then chose Vasudeva for her husband. He thereafter married
seven hundred girls of the Vidyadharas. '

In the course of his wanderings, Vasudeva arrived at a city called Rista, where
king leanyavarman\ as ruling Theking arranged a svayamvara of his daugﬁt?Rohnm
Many Kings attended the svayamvara but Rohini chose Vasudeva. At the mstlgatlon\of
Jarasamdha, the princes including Samudravijaya attacked Rohini's father. Vasudeva
ascended a golden chariot, and while discharging arrows, discovered his eldest brother
Samudravijaya in the crowd, and, as the period of hundred years was completed,
disclosed his identity. The fight stopped, Samudravijaya greeted his brother, and all
the ten brothers returned home.

The soul of a monk, Sankha by name, was born as a son to Rohini and Vasudeva.
This son was the ninth Baladeva.

LXXXIV. There lived an ascetic named Vasistha. —He practised hard penance
and grew matted hair. He was told by two Jain monks that there was no piety in his
practices as they did not include kindness to creatures. ~ Vasistha then became a Jain
monk, practised fasts for a month, and became very much emaciated. King Ugrasena
of Mathura saw him begging to break his fast. He said to the people that he himself
would serve alms to the monk, and that they should not offer them to him, but
actually did nothing of the kind. Three months passed in this manner, the monk
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getting no alms. The People of the city then openly began to talk that the king was
responsible for the monk’s death, as he himself did not feed the monk nor did he allow
people to feed him. This talk was heard by the monk, who was enraged and formed
an inauspicious hankering that in his next biith he would became the king’s son and
put him into prison,

Now monk Vasistha was born as son to Ugrasena and Padmavati  During her
pregancy the queen had a desire to eat her hushand’s flesh  When the son was born,
thev put him into a bronze hox and let it down 1n the waters of the Jumna. He was
picked up by Manjoyari, a lady who kept a wine shop He was named Kam-a as he
was found in a bronze box. In his youth he went to Mathura and studied the science
‘of archery under Vasudeva.

Once Jarasamdha made a proclamation that he would give his daughter and a
kingdom to one who would vanquish king Simharatha of Podanapura. Vasudeva with
his pupil Kamsa defeated him. In the battle, Kamsa distinguished himself by his daring
act. Jarasamdha gave him his daughter Jivamjasa and the kingdom of Mathura,
where Kamsa’s father Ugra<ena was ruling. Now Kamsa attacked Mathura, captured
Ugrasena, put him into prison, and became king. Out of regard for Vasudeva, Kamsa
gave his sister Devaki to him as a gurudaksina.

Once Atimuktaka, who was a brother of Kamsa and had become a Jamn monk
when Ugrasena was mmprisoned by Kamsa, came to Mathura for begging alms.
Jiyamjasa laughed at his ugly dress and showed to him dirty clothes mairked with the
menstrual fluid of Devaki  The monk got angry and cursed Jivamjasa that her husband
would be killed by a son of Devaki. |When Kamsa came to know of this, he arranged
with Vasudeva that the latter would hand over to Kamsa all his sons that would be born
to Devaki for being kllled._} Devaki did not hike the idea and was on the point of
renouncing the world so that no son would be born to her, but was persuaded by monk
Atimuktaka not to do that  Devaki gave birth to twins three times, which were
removed to a distant place by the Nalgama deva and substitutes for them were killed by
Kamsa Once Devaki saw m a dream lion and other objects, and 1t was predicted that
she would give birth to minth Vasudeva. The soul of monk Nirndma was born in the
womb of Devaki, and n due course a son was born to her. -

LXXXV. As Krsna was born 1n the seventh month after conception, Kamsa had
no idea that he would come to the wotld so early, and hence was not on his guard Now
Vasudeva, accompanied by his eldest son Balabhadra took the newly born child and
proceeded towards the river Jumna n order to lide him somewhere. The doors of
Vasudeva’s house opened gently at the touch of the toe of Krsna, the 1iver Jumna gave
them way by diyiding her stream into two. At this juncture Nanda came there with
his newly born daughter which he wanted to return to the deity that bestowed her on
Yasoda while Yasodd wanted a son. Nanda and Vasudeva exchanged their children, and
went home. As soon as Kamsa got news of the birth of a child to Devaki, he came
there, found a newly born gir], ciushed her nose and put her in the cellar of the house.
Devaki looked after her tll she came to youth. The girl, finding herslf deformed,
renounced the world and became a nun,
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Now Krsna grew happily 1n the house of Nanda and Ya$odd. Once Kamsa saw
in a dream that he had lost all marks of royalty such as umbella etc. He then asked the!
court astrologer Varuna what it meant. The astrologer told him that a powerful enemy
was born to Kamsa; and that that enemy had been growing in the house of Nanda. On
getting this information Kamsa sent several persons, disguised in different forms, to
bring about Krsna's death, but Krsna, nstead of being killed, killed these very persons.
Krsna also performed several miraculous feats such as hfting mount Govardhana to save
his people from a great downpout of rain.

Now Kamsa made a proclamation that he who slept on the bed of snakes, bent a
strong bow and filled a conch with his bieath, would get the hand of his daughter.
Bhanu and Subhinu, two sons of Jarasamdha, on getting this news, came to Mathura
and on their way camped on the bank of the Jumna. Krsna who was playing on the
bank with his friends, saw the camp, asked Subhanu where they were going, and
hearing from them that they were to go to Mahtura to perform the three feats, himself
desired to accompany them and to see if he could himself perform the feats. Subhinu
felt that Krsna was not an ordinaiy man, and took him to Mathura. Krsna saw
there the bed of snakes, the bow and the conch, which other people were unable to
handle, rose to the bed, picked up the bow, and filled the conch with his breath the
sound of which ternified the world. Kamsa was then convinced that 1t was Krsna who
was his enemy, and proceeded to find out ways to bring about his death.

LXXXVI. Kamsa then sent a message to Nanda that he should offer to Kamsa
lotus flowers fiom a deep pool 1n the river Jumna which was known to have been
haunted by a deadly snake called Kahya. Nanda was hesitating, when Krsna offered to
do the feat He went to the river, challeged the snake, fought with him, vanquished him,
obtained the flowers and sent them to Kamsa. Kamea then arranged a wrestling match
to which Nanda and other cowherd boys were invited. When they arrived, Kamsa let
loose an elephant on them, but Krsna mastered him, plucked his tusks, and arrived at
the arena. There Vasudeva went to Krspa and told him that he should kill Kamsa.
Krsna first fought with Caudra and killed him.  Krsya then challenged Kamsa, and 1n
a duel, killed him.  After his death Ugrasena was put on the throne of Mathura. Now
Krsna disclosed to Nanda and his followers that he was really the son of Vasudeva, and
the ambition of his hife was to destroy the enemies. He then sent Nanda and other
people to their colony, and himself remained at Mathura.

LXXXVIIL.  After the death of Kamsa, his wife, Jivamjasa, went to her father
Jarasamdha, and told him of the death of her husband at the hands of Krspa. On
hearing this, he sent his sons to Mathura. Krsna and his followers defeated them. One
of these sons of Jarasamdha, Kalayavana by name, persued the Yadavas, who were
pressed to the west. At the suggestion of Baladeva, they shifted their quarters to the
sea-side, and a rumour was set afloat that all the Yadavas put themselves into the fire
and died. Kalayavana then returned to his father and told um how the Yadavas had
met their death.

While the Yadavas were camping on the sea-shore, the Naigama god, dressed as
a horse, came to Krsna and asked hum to ride on his back. He did so, the army of
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'adavas following. As the horse entered the sea, its waters got themselves dividec
1to two, leaving a narrow strip of land. The Yadavas founded there a city and named
Dvaravati.

At this juncture Indra told Kubera that Nemu, the twenty-second Tiithamkara,
rould be born in the womb of Sivadevi, wife of Samudravijaya, and that Kubera should
1ake the city beautiful. One night Sivadevi saw m a dream sixteen objects such as
on, conceived, and 1n due course, gave birth to Nemi. For details of his Lfe refer to
“ables 1n the Second Volume. ’

LXXXVIII. Once a merchant visited the court of Jarasamdha at Rajagrha, and
ffered to the king some precious gems. The king asked him from where he obtained
1em. The merchant told him that he visited Dvaravati where Krspa ruled and obtained
hem from that place On getting this informstion Jarasamdha felt that Krsna deceived
is son Kalayavana, and so himself proceeded to fight with mm. Krsna got the news
rom Nirada and made preparations to meet Jarasamdha Their armies met on the
amous battle-field of Kuruksetra, and in the battle that took place, Krsna killed
arasamdha. After Jarasamdha's death, Krsna became the Ardhacakravartimn.

Once Krsna with his wives and relatives went to sport 1n a lake. In the course
f sport, Satyabhami splashed Nemi with water. Thereupon Nemi threw his bathing
jarment at her and asked her to get it dry. Satyabhimia resented this and sad to
Nemi that though he was the brother of her husband, he was not equal to Krsna who
erformed the three feats of sleeping on the bed of snakes, of bending the bow and of
illing the conch with his breath. Nem got excited at this nsult, went straight to the
1all of weapons, and performed all the three feats. '\ Thereupon Krsna became jealous
f Nemi. Baladeva told him that Nemi was destined to be a Tirthamkara.| Krsna then
Jlayed a trick on Nemi so that he should be disgusted with the world and go to practise
senance. For this purpose he arranged the marriage of Nemi with princess Rajimaty,
he daughter of king Ugrasena or Bhogataja, and kept collected several animals and
sirds for the feast on the road-side so that Nemi should have a view of them. Nemi
saw these on the way, asked his charioteer why they were kept there, and learning that
hey were kept there for the feast of his marriage, he got disgusted with the world, was
illed with compassion, and renounced the world.

LXXXIX. Gods arrived on the scene and requested Nemu that he should
establish the twenty-second Tirtha. Nemi then went through the usual course of
conduct prescribed for a Jina, became a Kevalin, and 1emained on the Raivatake mount.
There he delivered a sermon to Baladeva and Krspa on the nature of the world.

The rest of the Samdhn deals with the previous births of Devaki, Baladeva
and Krspa.

_ XC. The whole of this Samdhi gives stories of previous births of the eight
chief queens of Krsna.

XCI & XCIL. These two Samdhis give the previous births of Pradyumna, the
son of Krspa and Rukmini. This Pradyumna was an incarnation of the god of
Love, was removed from Krsna's house as soon as born, grew elsewhere, but at the
end came hack to his narents’ house at a critical juncture when Rukmini was to yield to
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Satyabhima a lock of hair as the latier’s son was teirg n arried before the son of the
senior queen of Krsna.

It was predicted that due to the wrath of Dvipayana the city of Dvaravati was to
be ruined by fire, and that Krsna was to be hit with an arrow by Jarakumara. Things
happened as they were predicted.

The remaining portion of the Samdhi gives in brief the story of the Pandavas,
their marriage with Draupadi, some of the previous hves, not dealt with in LXXXI, of
Nemi, and of Brahmadatta, the twelfth and last Cakravartin of the Jainas.

XCIII. In Podanapura there llved a king called Aravinda, His minister Vi$va-
bhiit1 had two sons, Kamatha and Marubhiiti. Varuna was the wife of the elder
brother and Vasundhari was the wife of the younger brother. Kamatha secretly made
love to Vasundhaii. Once Marubhiit: personally saw them 1n love-sport, went to the
king to complain of his brother’s misbehaviour with his wife, and got Kamatha exiled.
Kamatha went to a forest where he met ascetics of the Sawva sect, and jomned them.
Marubhiiti later felt sorry that he drove away his elder brother for the sake of his
wicked wife, went to him, and asked his forgiveness. Kamatha however struck Maru-
bhiiti on the head and thus killed him. In his next birth Marubhdti was born as an
elephant named Vajraghosa, and Varuna, Kamatha's wife, became his favourite consort.

XCIV. Aravinda in his oldage became a Jain monk. While once going on a
pilgrimage he stopped in the forest. Vajraghosa came there striking every thing before
him. He saw the monk, and noticing the Srilafichana on his chest, recollected his
previous birth, and prostrated before monk Aravinda. Then the monk preached him a
sermon, and the elephant took the vows. As a result of these vows the elephant grew
so weak that he was stuck up in mud on the bank of a river. Kamatha who had now
become a Kukkutasarpa, bit him and thus killed him out of his enmity to him. The
elephant, due to the observance of vows, was born in aheaven. In his next birth,
Marabhuti was born as Vidyadhara Raémivega or Agnivega. He became a monk, and
was swallowed by a big cobra, the soul of Kamatha. In this way the souls of these two
brothers passed through a series of births, Marubhiiti becoming Vajranabhi, an Indra in
the Anata heaven, Ananda and Paréva, and Kamatha becoming a Bhilla, a Naraka,
Simha, a Naraka and king Mahipala, For details of Paréva’s life see Tables in Vol. II.

XCV. This Samdhi mentions some of the previous births of Mahavira. He was
in his first birth, known to us, a forester called Puriiravas. Once he was on the point of
attacking a Jain monk, Sagarasena by name, by mistaking him to be a deet, but his wife
Kali brought to his notice that 1t was not a deer but a monk. Puriravas dropped down
his arrow, listened to the monk’s sermon, and became his disciple. In his next birth the
forester was born 1n the first.heaven. In the next, he became the son of Bharata, the
first Cakravartin, and was named Marici. Although this Marici got initiation at the
hands of his grand-father Rsabha, he did not faithfully practise the rules of ascetic lfe,
and breaking from the Jain faith, he founded the Samkhya system. He went through
several births in which he preached heretic doctrines of Jatilas, Parivrajakas etc. Then
he was born as Vi$vanandi, Triprstha Vasudeva and a lion. It is in his lion’s birth that
he obtained the right view on the preaching of a monk called Ajitamjaya.
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XCVI. This lon practised the vows and became a god named Simhaketu, and
passsing through the births of Harisena, Priyamitra, Nanda and an Indra in the Acyuta
heaven, was born as a son to king Siddhartha and queen Priyakanni of Kundapura, and
was named Vardhamana He received further names of Vira, Mahiaviita, Sanmati etc,
for special qualties he possessed. At the age of thirty, he renounced the worldly hfe
and became a monk.

XCVII. Mahavira went through several upasargas successfully, and in due
course obtained the Kevalajiiana.

Further, the Samdhi gives the story of Candana, who later became the first nun
under Mahavira. This Candana was the daughter of king Cetaka. A Vidyadhara once
abducted her for her beauty, but dropped her 1n a lonely forest out of fear of his wife.
She was picked up by a forester who handed her over to his king named Simha, who 1n
turn handed her over to a merchant called Vrsabhasena. His wife became jealous of
Candana, kept her 1n a cellar, seived her with bad food Once Mahavira was on his
begging tour, and passed by the place of her confinement She offered her food to
Mahavira. On account of this noble gift on her part, five miracles occurred, and she
was released and restored to her parents. She however renounced the world and
became the first nun of Mahavira.

XCVII -CII. ‘These Samdhis give the previous lives of Sregnka, Candana
Jivamdhara, Jamba and a few others
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