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APPENDIX

168, SaraswatiSadan,
Dadar, Bombay 14.
26th December 1934,

Dear Mr. Indarnath,

Glad to receive your letter of the 16th. The answers to
your questions are herewith attempted in their order.

1) Rangabhoomi is in my opinion the best of my works.

2) I have in each of my novels an ideal character, with
human failings as well as virtues, but essentially ideal. In Prema-
sram there is Premshankar, in Rangabhoomi there is Surdas.
Similarly in Kayakalp there is Chakradhar, in Karmabhoomi
there is Amarkant.

3) The total number of my short stories reaches an approxi-
mate figure of 250. Unpublished stories I have got none.

4) Yes, I have been influenced by Tolstoy, Victor Hugo
and Romain Rolland. As regards short stories I was inspired
originally by Dr. Rabindranath. Since, I have evolved my own
style.

5) I never seriously attempted drama. I have conceived of
one or two plots which I thought might be better utilised in a
drama. Drama loses its importance when not staged. India has
not got a stage, particularly Hindi and Urdu. What passes
for stage is the effete Parsi stage, for which I have a horror.
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"Then, I never came in touch with drama technique and stage-
craft. So my dramas were only meant as reading dramas, Why
should T not stick to my novel where I have greater scope to
reveal my characters, than I can possibly have in a drama.
This is why I have preferred novel as a vehicle of my thought.
I still hope to write one or two dramas. As far as financial suc-
cess (is concerned) this commodity is rare in Hindi or Urdu.
You may get notorious, but by no means financially indepen-
dent. Our people have not the weakness of buying books. It is
.apathy, dull-headedness and intellectual lethargy.

6) Cinema is no place for a literary person. I came in this
line as it offered some chances of getting independent financi-
ally, but now I see I was under a delusion and am going back
to my literature. In fact I have never ceased contributing to
literary work, which I regard as the aim of my life. Cinema is
only what pleadership might have meant for me, only
healthier.

7) I have never been to jail. I am not a man of action.
My writings have several times offended Power, one or two of
my books were proscribed.

8) I believe in social evolution, our object being to educate
public opinion. Revolution is the failure of saner methods. My
ideal society is one giving equal opportunities to all. How is that
‘stage to be reached except by evolution. It is the people’s
character that is the deciding factor. No social system can
flourish unless we are individually uplifted. What fate a revo-
lution may lead us to is doubtful. It may lead us to worse
forms of dictatorship denying all personal liberty, I do want to
overhaul, but not destroy. If I had some prescience and knew
that destruction would lead us to heaven I would not mind

.destroying even, :
9) Divorce is common among the proletariat. Tt is only in
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the so-called higher classes where this problem has assumed
a serious shape. Marriage even at its best is a sort of compromise
and surrender. If a couple mean to be happy, they must be
ready to make allowances, while there are people who can never
be happy even under the best of circumstances, In Europe and
America, divorces are not uncommon, in spite of all courtship
and free intercourse. One of the couple must be ready to bend,
male or female does not matter. I refuse that only males are to
be blamed. There are cases where ladies create trouble, fancy
grievances. When it is not a certainty that divorce will cure our
nuptial evils, I don’t want to fasten this on society. Of course
there are cases when a divorce becomesa necessity. But ‘misfit’
is in my opinion nothing but fastidiousness. Divorce without
any provision for the poor wife—this demand is only made by
morbid individualism. There is no place for it in a society based
on equality.

10) Formerly I believed in a supreme deity, not as a result
of thinking, but simply as a traditional belief. That belief is
being shattered. Of course there is some hand behind the
universe; but I don’t think it has anything to do with human
affairs, just as it has nothing to do with the affairs of ants or
flies or mosquitos. The importance which we have given to our
own selves has no justification.

1 hope that will be sufficient for the present. Not being an
English scholar, I may have failed to express what I wished to
say, but I can’t help it.

Yours truly,
P. Chand.



Madhuri Office
Lucknow.

22 January, 1930
My dear Hariharnathji,

Your beautiful and intensely passionate piece I read
with much interest. This is full of fervour and pathos, but the
essentials of story—an idea, plot and character—these are
lacking and hence it is a TI%TT and not a story. If your taste
lies that way, do it by all means but avoid sentimentalism. A
creative mind should create—what ? Situations to illustrate
characters. A young man should write in an optimistic mood,.
his optimism should be infectious, it should infuse the same
spirit in others. I think the highest aim of literature is to uplift,
clevate. Even our realism should not lose sight of this fact. I
would rather see you creating ‘men’, bold, honest, independent
men, adventurous, daring men and men with lofty ideals. This
is the need of the hour. Certainly human nature has not been
exhausted. Such pieces, I am afraid, cannot be popular. I shall
publish it in Madhuri, of course.

I wrote about a week ago what Hans was and what it was
yoing to do. I requested you to write a story for that and send
it to me at your earliest leisure. My ideal is to give first class,
choice stories, about half a dozen every month, besides reviews
and other subjects. Do write a story. There is a bright future
before our young authors in Hindi literature. But you know as
well as I that distinction is the fruit of systematic devotion and
application and patient work.

Hoping to get an assurance that you are writing for
‘Hans’.
Yours Sincerely,

Dhanpat Rai
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Hans Karyalaya,
Benares

Ist December 1935
My dear Benarsi Das ji,

I had your card and thank you for it. How I wish I
could attend Noguchi’s lectures but can’t help. How to leave
the family is the problem. The boys are at Allahabad and
when I go my better half must feel so lonely and helpless. If I
tike her with me, I must have a decent amount to spend. So it
is better to be tied down to home, than feel the pinch of money.
And to keep young is a question of temperament. There are
youths older than myself, and elderly people younger than
myself. But I hope, I am growing younger every day. I have
no faith in the other world and so the idea of otherworldliness,
which is the greatest killer of youth, does not approach me. Of
course there is a healthy youth and a mad youth. Healthy
youth consists of a progressive aud optimistic view of iifc,
at the same time avoiding the pitfalls. Mad youth consists of
rashness and exaggeration of one’s own capacities and dreams.
I have not ceased dreaming and am a bit rash as well. The
exaggeration has happily gone. So even of madness I have the
better part. I have come to realise that a "cqptcnted family
is a great blessing. And great minds, there are heaps of them.
It requires a great deal of judgment to know real greatness from
imitation. I cannot imagine a great man rolling in wealth, The
moment I see a man rich, all his words of art and wisdom are
lost upon me. He appears to me to have submitted to the pre-

sent social order which is based on exploitation of the poor by
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the rich. Thus any great name not dissociated with mammon
does not attract me. It is quite probable this frame of mind may
be due to my own failure in life. With a handsome credit
balance I might have been just as others are—I could not have
resisted the temptation. But I am glad nature and fortune have
helped me and my lot is cast with the poor. It gives me spijri-
tual relief.

You have passed Moghalsarai so many times without tak-
ing the trouble to break for a day. And you expect me to come:

all the way, making my wife angry. Peace within is my motto.
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