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PREFACE

Ilow I caMI' TO UNDFRTAKF [HF TASK.

I am a bad sailor. 1 become scasick even while
:rossing the English Channel from Calais to Dover. I
fclt, therefore, quite sure of being seasick' during the
greater part of my voyage home in the autumn of 19zo.
It is, however, the unexpected that so often happens. As
soon as we left the shores of fog-ridden England, the
sky cleared up.  The svn made its welcome appearance.
The glorious sunshine of the day was followed by the
silvery splendour of moonlit nights. A gentle breeze
kept us company. The sea was perfectly calm and
looked like a lake of molten glass. The day was passed
basking in the lovely sunshine and one gazed, during
the night, at the enchantment of nctted moonbeams dane-
ing on the surface of the sea. Nature can sometimes be
lavish in her gifts.  Nothing could be more cujoyable.
It was a perfect heaven of delight.  Under such circum-
stances it was impossible to be secasick. As day after
day, the beautiful weather remained unchanged,
[ was deprived of my natural occupation, the seasickness.,
How to pass the iong time became, therefore, a  serious
problem. It was to break the monotony of idleness and
the dull routine of deck sports that 1 began to translate
Le Bourgems Gentilhomme, a comedy of Molitre, the
most distinguished comedian of Irance. During the
months previous to my departure from Paris, I was
working on Moliére in the Bibliothéque de St. Genviéve
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and the subject was fresh in my mind. Le Bowurgeols
Gentilhonune is a pleasant comedy. It does not contain
any controversial matter. It is full of innocent, fun and
frolic. Its intellectual quality is quite high. And its
humour is likely to appeal to the cultured minds "of my
compatriots. Besides there is a good deal of spectacular
display. This is its additional charm as the Indian
theatre-going public is rather fond of spectacular show.
This is not merely an interesting comedy, it is also in-
structive. M. Jourdain, the hero, makes himself a
laughing-stock in trying to imitate the aristocracy of his
time. Many of our uneducated youngmen make foolish
attempts to ape European dress and manners, to the
extent of making their own lives, as well as the lives
of their relatives, miserable. Such ignorant imitation
is partial, and always produces ludicrous results. The
example of M. Jourdain might teach them a lesson.

The twentieth century has witnessed the birth of a
renaissance movement in the art and literatures of India.
The influence of Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore is not con-
fined to Bengal proper, but is felt throughout India.
Urdu poectry does no longer slavishly imitatc Persian
models. Itis breaking away from its old traditions.
The work of Sir Mohammad Igbal has infused a new
spirit in its old bones. The school of Khari boli in
Hindi poetry is a revolt against classicism. The poems
of Mr. Maithili Sharana Gupta are a remarkable achieve-
ment. Mr. Premachanda is responsible for introducing
a spirit of romanticism in the Hindi novel. These are a
few but unmistakable signs of the new movement, which,
however, is still in its infancy. In a paper, ' The
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Romantic Movement in French Literature,’* 1 showed
that French translations of English writers like Byron,
Scott, Grey, Young, and Shakespeare and of German
writers like Geothe and Schiller exercised a very potent
influence on French romantisme. Early in the 19th
century, several works of Sanskrit writers were trans-
lated into German. Shakuntala produced a deep and
lasting impression on Geothe. The prologue of the
Faust is modelled on that of Shakuntald. Geothe read
the first translation of Shakuntald in 1792, when he wrote
the famous lines. In 1830, he was still thinking of
adopting Shakuntald for the Weimar stage. The German
translations of Sanskrit works, especially those by the
poet Schlegel, had a considerable influence on the Ger-
man Romantic Movement. The Hindi translations of
Europcan poets and playwrights will, it is hoped, exer-
cisc a somewhat similar influence on the new Indian
movement. At present Hindi writers can draw inspira-
tion from Sanskrit Literature only. The drawbacks of
Sanskrit models are, therefore, being reproduced in the
vernacular literature, There is thus a complete absence
of tragedy. Therc is hardly any comedy of character
or comedy of manners. The characters represent types
and seldom individuals, and so on. Contact with Europ-
can master-minds will widen their horizon, open .new
literary channels for them and will exercise a controlling
and guiding influence. 1 have no doubt that the new
movement will be considerably enriched. It is, there-
fore, my desire, should this my first venture prove

-— .

¢ The Modern Review, March 1923.
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a succes, to edit a series of Hindi studies gradually intro-
ducing the Hindi public to Brieux, Geothe, Ibsen,
Schiller, Shakespearc, Shaw (Bernard), Strindenberg,
and Tchekov.

CuARMC TR OF TrRANSIATION.

It will not be out of place to say a word with
regard to the character of Hindi translation. A trans-
lation, howsoever excellent, isafter all a translation.
It can never fully take the place of the original At the
most, it can be made the ncxt best substitute. This 1
have attempted to do. My chief auxicty has been to
reproduce, in my translation, the comic spirit of the
original I have adhered to the original as closely as
possible except that I have amplificd one or two lines of
the poems, occurring in Act 1, and slightly moditied
Dorante’s description of the feast in Act IV, because a
catalogue of French dishes would Icave an Indian
audience cold, and would fail to appeal to their imagi-
nation. My object is not academic but literary. My
ambition is no higher than to produce a readable trans-
lation. My guiding principle has been to ask myself
again and again asto what would have Mohere done,
if he had written in Hindi instead of in French. 1 have
rendered prose into prose and verse into verse.  If my
translation produces an impression similar to that pro-
duced by the perusal of the original, I shall think my
endeavour to be a success.

Hindi biographies generally represent a person as a
passive tool in the hands of nature. They content
themselves with a catalogue of events over which an
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individual has no control. The biographer seldom
penctrates to the inner working of the mind of his
subject. The personality of an individual is rarely
revealed.

My life of Molitre is written on different lines. 1t
lays emphasis on the hattle of life. It represents him
as a man of action, as one, whose¢ mind was constautly
in conflict with the force of unfavourable circumstances.
It is a short story of a hard struggle, of grim determin-
ation in the face of almost insurmountable difficulties.
It shows how by dint of unceasing labour and a resolute
will, man can triumph over the machinations of powerful
human cnemies a~ well as an adverse fate. It is a
brief description of his ambition, and his aspirations.
It attempts to reveal something of his individuality.

SPrLLING
1 have adopted a uniform system of spelling. At
present doable forms of the same word are current, ¢. g.,

shwt sRal, st !lg!'f, ffrg fiRR,; etc.  The best

ITindi writers use both forms. If the correctness of a
form is to be judged from the usage of best writers, both
forms are correct.  But it is evident, both forms cannot
be grammatically justified. It is time, I think, to in-
troduce a uniformity of spelling At Oxford, 1 was in
charge of the Hindi section of the illustrated news-
papers, published by the Ministry of Information,
attached to the London Forcign Office. Al small com-
mittce of grammarians with the late Professor
Blumhardt in the chair, had then decided that the final
consonant ¥ %, etc,, in the above-mentioned forms was
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not grammatically justified. I was a member of this
committee, and have followed its decision and con-
sequently eliminated the final consonant. This view Is
further supported by the Panjab Text Book Committee.
This committee has passed a resolution against the
retention of the final consonant. The text-books
prepared by this committee do not, therefore, usc the
final consonant.

LaNcuacr.

Some Hindi readers will perhaps feel itritated at the
use of Urdu words in this book. These words have
been deliberately introduced for two reasons : (1) They
are more appropriate than their Hindi equivalents,
(2) They are more easily intelligible to a large number
of men than the corresponding Hindi terms. There is
often a tendency to burden modern Iindi with too many
tatsama Sanskrit words which is not quite good for its
growth. It should, on the contrary, assimilate words
and ideas from as many different sources as possible.
One cause of the extraordinary richness and flexibility
of modern English is that diverse sources such as Greek,
Latin, Anglo-Saxon, and French have contributed to
its growth. Assimilation from Urdu, Persian, English
and other sources will, in my opinion, considerably
canrich Hindi. Moreover dialogue should be made true
to life. It should be as real as possible. The use of
tatsama Sanskrit words imparts an unnatural and artifi-
cial character to the dialogue, and has, therefore, been
avoided.
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I cannot close this preface without a strong protest.
In India, we are familiar with the nefarious work of
interpolators, who have had no scruples in fathering
their worthless verses and works to distinguished poets
and scholars. The great bulk of the Mal@bhdrata and
a large number of works, attributed to Kaliddsa and
others, bear a silent testimony to their activity. The
same process is now being extended to European
writers, The Gaflgd Pustaka Mald of Lucknow have
published a farce entitled ‘Ra: Bahadur.” 1t is claimed
to be a translation of Molitre’s comedy ‘Le Bourgeots
Gentithomme.”  But the farce is as much the work of
Molitre as of Aristophanes. It is altogether an independ-

ent work. The plot of the farce is different from the
plot of Molicre’s comedy. The scenes of the one do
not correspond to the scenes of the other. Dramatis
person® arc not identical. Their names are ditferent,
their characters are different. Scveral incidents of
the comedy have disappeared in the farce, others
are  modified or changed. Several new scenes
and incidents have made their appearance. Speeches
put in the mouths of var"ou.s characters are so
altogether different that it will be a problem to dis-
cover, in them, a word of Molitre. Moliére’s humour,
his ideas, his comic spirit do not find any place in the
‘Rai Bahadur.! 1t is not even an adaptation. It can
only be described as a poor parody. It is nevertheless
claimed, in all seriousness, te be a translation of Moli-
ére’s comedy. It is really an act of brazen-faced bold-
ness to attribute, in the twentieth century, a worthless
farce to Molitre. I cannot say which came to me as a
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greater surprisc- the courage of the author of the ‘Rar
Bahadur' in attributing it to Moliére, or the credulity
with which Indian public can, in literary matters, still be
imposed upon. Much mischief has already becen done
in ascribing so much worthless stuff to our immortal
poets. Even the R@ma Charita Manasa of Tulasidasa
has not escaped from interpolations. T must, however,
raise my voice in protest. It is high time that the evil
practice is stopped.

I have given the French pronunciation of French
names excepting ‘Paris.” The English pronunciation of
‘Paris’ is so thoroughly familiar to the Indian public that
they will be unable to recognisc in ‘Paris’ the capital of
France. I have, therefore, retained the English pronun-
ciation in this single case.

For the illustrations | am indebted tn the courtesy
of Dr. Jules Bloch, Professor of Philology at the Univer-
ity of Paris, whom it is my most pleasant duty to
thank.

Lahore
June, 1925,

University Hall, }
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9T 8, 9 A &9 &;  SAfE-A0T &1 wEdl
A AR I9F0E ARl fRAT 9T | ofEIGHES &
AIRAT A AF T &1 AWE | A9 g@: §
fadi | Aifaet & aEHi & Y KT IY@T 3 |
% AlEh § GR-I 91 AE e | e Rds &
Q@RI A 59 S-91 959 ®A § | 5T q@ @ grAa
gata @ fasi &1 @wifes wawan &1 gar gq@ar g |
arfqey & PRl Wt AEAH  S-91E ®T "HAET Al |
of@ihdis guA =R *1 Awar 91 $ Ao
it Bt w1 QU a1 g6 fae gwaa w
‘SR AT F AR A ST CRAT 9T g1 Aifuaz
AT QAT KT 99T FT | EfRGW AT JIAQT
g1 | aafy 3% QUg & A9 QW @ fagwa @



3RS qrfaaz

g1 Aty @I AN F SIFHT &1 I8Q
FAfamt #1 gzEr A | @A @ frag @
ATRT § FHad AqAT @4 B AT 9T ORAT
‘RAT AlEw 3 AW AT SFIEWT B | ORe O
qEF A 9T hIA IR ¥ 8 IT IUTH
gfwac sr-asaedt 3 ‘fafmger eEs sgwwg
F dW 9 9u PRar @t gwar 3 1 oREsds &
T safe-fage &1 3@ gwua, ghfds, Fem
sarfy | aifgo & 9@ WRT ®T ¥ @ife
safe-fge w1 o Tgw &7 & ofada s gar ¥ |
E1AT ARRW A qAWAT W 79 915 AT 7
ataf wafua &1 &wi ez ofuwmA & S A
T gwid qnwfs gz we AL MO @S &1 F@Ei &
fraw amaen &1 @i fndtw S argEr gEe §
RTAT 1 HIT AR TAL H GINF | 1A HOR
Wqe AAT &1 FAGHT &1 v9@ @oaq frar 1 aT&fs
ITYIT KT TUST KT TIGT A1GT 2 | T4 ®T ITLTH
AT A TE-TAF 21 AT 39T J@F 0577w
aftr € ; Ffaw w9ar W9gw agi| ag W WA
FRIH T AT 81 81t ) wewar seafeufi 21 &I
£ TUA W9A AT R WYI WFAT GG ATRAW "
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