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CHAP 1L
Of Commerce.

M)@{%)@(HE following fubjects deferve to be B"OK
¢ T3°( treated in a more extenfive mann&r,cmp 1.
ng than the nature of this work will
permit. Fain would I glide down a

gentle river, but I am carried away by a tor-
rent.

Commerce is a cure for the moft deftruétive pre-
judices; for it is almoft a general rule, that where-
ever we find agreeable manners, there commerce
flourithes ; and that wherever there is commerce,
there we meet with agreeable manners.
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4 THE SPIRIT

Bo2* almoft any great allion, becaufe their indigence
Chap. 4. is a confequence of their flavery. Others are
poor, only becaufe they either defpife, or know not
the conveniencies of life; and thefe are capable of
accomplifhing great things, becaufe their poverty

conftitutes a part of their liberty.

CHAP. 1V.
Of Commerce in differcnt Governments.

R ADE has fome relation to forms of govern-

ment. In a monarchy it is generally found-
ed on luxury ; and though it be alfo founded on
real wants, yet the principal view with which it
is carried on, is to procure every thing that can
contribute to the pride, the pleafure, and the ca-
pricious whimfies of the nation. In republics,
it is commonly founded on ceconomy. Their
merchants having an eye to all the nations of the
earth, bring from one what is wanted by another.
It is thus that the republics of Tyre, Carthage,
Athens, Marfeilles, Florence, Venice, and Hol-
land, engaged in commerce.

This kind of traffic has a natural relation to a
republican government; to monarchies it is only
occafional.  For as it is founded on the practice of
gaining little, and even lefs than other nations, and
of remedying this by gaining inceflantly, it can
hardly be carried on by a people fwallowed up in
luxury, who fpend much, and fee nothing but
objelts of grandeur.

Cicero was of this opinion, when he fo juftly
faid *, “ that be did not like that the [ame people

* Nolo eundem populum imperatorem & portitorem efle ter-

rarum.
2 ¢¢ fhouid
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¢ foould be at once both the lords and faflors of the B3 2 ¥
¢ whole earth,” For this would indeed be tocnap. ¢.
fuppofe that every individual in the ftate, and the

whole ftate collectively, had their heads conftantly

filled with grand views, and at the fame time with

fmall ones; whichis a contradi&tion.

Not but that the moft noble enterprifes are com-
pleted alfo in thofe ftates, which fubfift by ceco-
nomical commerce : they have even an intrepidity,
not to be found in monarchies, And the reafon is
this,

One branch of commerce leads to another, the
fmall to the moderate, the moderate to the great;
thus he who has gratisfied his defire of gaining a
little, raifes himfelf to a fituation, in which he is
not lefs defirous of gaining a great deal.

Befides, the grand enterprifes of merchants are
always neceflarily conne&ed with the affairs of the
public, But, in monarchies, thefe public affairs
give as much diftruft to the merchants, as in free
ftates they appear to give fafety. Great enterprifes
therefore in commerce are not for monarchical, but
for republican governments.

In thort, an opinion of greater certainty, as to
the pofleflion of property in thefe ftates, makes
them undertake every thing. They flatter them-
{elves with the hopes of receiving great advantages
from the {miles of fortune, and thinking them-
felves fure of what they have already acquired,
they boldly expofe it, in order to acquire more;
rifking nothing but as the means of obtaining.

I do not pretend .to fay that any monarchy is
entirely excluded from an ccconomical commerce ;
but of its own nature it has lefs tendency towards

B 3 it:
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Boox  Further, it may happen fo, that not onlya com-
Chap. 7. merce which brings in nothing, fhall be ufeful 3
but even a lofing trade fhall be beneficial. I have
heard it aflirmed in Holland, that the whale-fith-
ery in general does not anfwer the expence : but
it muft be obferved, that the perfons employed
in building the fhips, as alfo thofe who turnith
the rigging and provifions, are jointly concerned
in the fithery. Should they happen to lofe in the
voyage, they have had a profit in fitting out the
veflel.  ‘T'his commerce, in fhort, is a kind of lot-
tery, and every one is allured with the hopes of a
prize.  Mankind are generally fond of gaming;
and even the moft prudent have no. averfion to
it, when the difagreeable circumftances attending
it, fuch as diffipation, anxiety, paffion, lofs of
time, and even of life and fortune, are concealed
from their view. .

CHAP VI
The Spirit of E ngland, with refpect toCommerce.

THE Tariff, or cuftoms of England, are very
unfettled, with refpect to other nations ; they
are changed, in fome meafure, with every parlia-
ment, either by taking off particular duties, or
by impofing new ones. They endeavour by thefe
means, ftill to preferve their independence. Su-
premely jealous with refpect to trade, they bind
themfelves but little by treaties, and depend only
on their own laws. .
Other nations have made the interefts of com-
merce yield te thofe of politics; the Englith, on
the
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the contrary, have ever made their political in- Bgox

terefts give way to thofe of commerce. Chap. 8,
They know better than any other people upon

earth, how to value, at the fame time, thefe three

great advantages, religion, commerce, and liberty.

CHAP. VIIL

In what manner the wconomical Commerce has
been fometimes reflrained.

IN‘ feveral kingdom, laws have been made, ex-
tremely proper to humble the ftates that have
entered into the ceconomical' commerce. They
have forbid their importing any merchandizes, ex-
cept the product of their refpective countries; and
have permitted them to traffic only in veffels built
in the kingdom to which they brought their com-
modities.

It is neceffary that the kingdom which impofe
thefe laws fhould itfelf be able eafily to engage it?
commerce ; otherwife it will, at leaft, be an equal
fufferer. It is much more advantageous to trade with
a commercial nation, whofe profits are moderate,
and who are rendered in fome fort dependent by
the affairs of commerce; with a nation, whofe
larger views, and whofe extended trade, enables
them to difpofe of their fuperfluous merchandizes 5
with a wealthy nation, who can take off many of
their commodities, and make them a quicker re-
turn in fpecie; with a nation under a kind of ne-
ceflity to be faithful, pacific from principle, and
that feeks to gain, and not to conquer: it is much
better, I fay, to trade with fuch a nation, than

with
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-CHAP. XL
The fame Subject continued.

AFree port may be eftablithed in the do-

minions of ftates, whofe commerce is ceco-
nomical, That ceconomy in the government,
which always attends the frugality of individuals,
is, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, the foul of its ceco-
nomical commerce. The lofs it fuftains with re-
fpect to cuftoms, it can repair by drawing from
the wealth and induftry of the republic. But in
a monarchy, a ftep of this kind muft be oppofite
to reafon ; for it could have no other ,effeét, than
to eafe luxury of the weight of taxes. This
would be depriving itfelf of the only advantage
that luxury can procure, and of the only curb
which, in a conftitution like this, it is capable of
receiving.

CHAP XIL
Of the Freedom of Commerce.

HE freedom of commerce is not a power

granted to the mérchants to do what they
pleafe : this would be more properly its flavery.
'Fhe conftraint of the merchant is not the con-
ftraint of commerce. It is in the freelt countries
that the merchant finds innumerable obftacles ;
and he is never lefs croffed by laws, than in a
country of flaves.

England prohibits the exportation of her wool;
coals muft be brought by fea to the capital ; no
horfes, except geldings, are allowed to be ex-

ported 3
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ported ; and the veffels * of her colonies, trading Bo 3%
to Europe, muft take in water in England.  Thechap, 13,
Englith conftrain the merchant, but it is in favour

of commerce.

CHAP. XIIL
What it is that defiroys this Liberty.

HEREVER commerce fubfifts, cuftoms

are eftablithed. Commerce is the expor-
tation and importation of merchandizes, with a
view to the advantage of the ftate: cuftoms are
a certain right over this fame exportation and
importation, founded alfo on the advantage of
the ftate. Hence it becomes neceflary, that the
ftate fhould be neuter between its cuftoms and
its commerce, that neither of thefe two interfere
with each other, and then the inhabitants enjoy a
free commerce.

The farming of the cuftoms deftroys commerce
by its injuftice, and vexations, as well as by the
excefs of the impofts : but independent of this,
it deftroys it even more by the difficulties that
arife from it, and by the formalities it exacls.
In England, where the cuftoms are managed by
the king’s officers, bufinefs is negotiated with a
fingular dexterity : one word of writing accom-
plithes the greateft affairs. The merchant need
not lofe an infinite deal of time; he has no oc-
cafion for a particular commiffioner, either to ob-
viate all the difficulties of the farmers, or to fub-
mit to them.

* A& of navigation, 166o. It isonly in the time of war, that
the merchants of Bofton and Philadelphia fend their veffels di.
reftly to the Mediterranean,

CHAP
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the credit of the individual has ftill all the weight
of public credit.

CHAP. XVIL
A Law of Rhodes.

HE inhabitants of Rhodes went further.

Sextus Empiricus (%) obferves, that among
thofe people, a fon could not be excufed from pay-
ing his father’s debts, by renouncing the fucceffion.
This law of Rhodes was calculated for a republic,
founded on commerce. Now I am inclined to
think, that reafons drawn from commerce itfelf
fhould make this limitation, that the debts con-
tratted by the father, fince the fon’s entering into
commerce, fhould not affect the eftate or property
acquired by the latter. A merchant ought always
to know his obligations, and to fquare his conduct
by his circumftances and prefent fortune.

CHAP. XVIIIL
Of the Sudges of Commerce.

ENOPHON, in his book of Revenues,

would have rewards given to thofe overfeers
of commerce, who difpatched the caufes brought
before them with the greateft expedition. He
was fenfible of the need of our modern jurifdic-
tion of a conful.

The affairs of commerce are but little fufcep-
tible of formalities. They are the actions of a day,
and are every day followed by others of the fame
nature.  Hence it becomes neceffary, that every

day
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C H AP XXIL °
A fingular Refleétion.

P ERSONS, ftruck with the practice of fome Boox
ftates, imagine, that in Francc they ought to Ch:ﬁfzz,
make laws to engage the nobiiity to enter into com-
merce. But thefe laws would be the means of de~
ftroying the nobility, without bzing of any ad-
vantage ro trade. The practice of this country is
extremely wife ; merchants are not nobles, though
they may become fo: they have the hopes of ob-
taining a degree of nobility, unattended with its
actual inconveniences. There is no furer way of
being advanced above their profefiion, than to
manage it well, or with fuccefs; the confequence
of which is generally an affluent fortunc.

Laws which oblige every one to continue in his
profeflion, and to devolve it to his children, neither
are nor can be of ufe in any but ¥ difpotic king-
doms; where no body eithcr can, or ought to have
emulation, :

Let none fay, that every ane will fucceed better in
his profeffion, when he canrot change it for another:
I fay, that a perfon wil! fuccred beft, when thofe who
have excelled, hope to arife to another,

The poffibility of purchafling honor with gold,
encourages many merchanss to put themfelves in
circumftances by which they may attain it. I do
not take upon me to examine the juftice of thus
bartering for money the price of virtue. There
are governments, where this may be very ufeful.

In France, the dignity of the long robe, which
places thofe who wear it, between the great nobility

* This is aGtually very often the cafe in fuch governments.
C 2 and
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B22® and the people, and without having fuch fhining

Chap, 22. honors as the former, has all their privileges;
a dignity which, while this body, the depolfitary of
the laws, is encircled with glory, leaves the private
members in a mediocrity of fortune ; a digpity, in
which there are no other means of diftinction, but
by a fuperior capacity and virtue, yet which ftill
leaves in view one much more illuftrious: the
warlike nobulity hikewife, who conceive, that what-
ever degree of wealth they are poffefied of, they
may ftill increafe their fortunes ; who are athamec
of augmenting, if they begin not with diffipating
their eftates ; who always ferve their prince with
their whole capital ftock ; and when that is funk,
make room for others who follow their example ;
who take the field, that they may never be re-
proached with not having been there; who, when
they can no longer hope for riches, live in expec-
tation of honors; and when they have not ob-
tained the letter, enjoy the confolation of having
acquired glory : all thefe things together, have ne-
ceflarily contributed to augment the grandeur of
this kingdom; and, if for two or three centuries
it has been inceflantly increafing in power, this
muft be actributed not to foitune, who was never
famed for conftancy, but to the goodnefs of its
laws.

CH A P. XXIIIL
To what Nations Conmerce is prejudicial.

ICHES confift either in lands, or in move-
able effets. The foil of every country is com-
mon!y poflefled by the natives. The laws of moft
ftates
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ftates render foreigners unwilling to purchafe their B)‘{’; x
lands ; and no:hing but the prefence of the owner Chap, 23
improves them : this kind of riches therefore be-
Jongs to every ftate in particular.  But moveable
effelts, as money, notes, bills of exchange, ftocks
in companies, veflels, and, in fine, all merchandizes,
belong to the whole world in general ; in this re-
fpe@ it is compofed of but one fingle ftate, of
which all the focicties upon earth are members,
The people who roffzfs more of thefe moveable
etle@ts than any other on the globe, are the moft
opulent. Some ftates have an immenfe quantity,
acquired by their commodities, by the labour of
therr mechanics, by their induftry, by their difco-
veries, and even by chance. The avarice of na-
tions makes them quarrel for the moveables of
the whole univerfe, If we could find a ftate fo
unhappy, as to be deprived of the cffelts of other
countries, and at the fame time of almoft all its
own, the proprietors of the lands would be only
planters to foreigners. This ftate, wanti: 5 all, could
acquire nothing; therefore it would be much bet-
ter for the inhabitants not to have the lealt com-
merce with any nation upon earth ; for commerce,
in thefe circumftances, muft neceffarily lead them
to poverty.

A country that conftantly exports fewer manu-
fatures, or commoditics, than it receives, will
foon find the balance finking ; it will receive lefs
and lefs, unul falling into extreme poverty, it will
receive nothing at all.

In trading countries, the fpecie which fuddenly
vanifhes quickly returns; becaufe thofe nations thae
have received it, are its debtors : but it never re-

C3 turns



22 THE SPIRIT

Br o ¥ turns into thofe ftares of which we have juil been
Chap. 23. fpeaking, becaufe thole who have received it owe
them nothing.

Poland will ferve us for an example. It has
fcarcely any of thofe things which we call the move-
able efle@s of the univerfe, except corn, the produce
of its lands. Some of the lords pofiels intire pro-
vinces; they cpprefs the huftbandmen, in order to
have greater quaatities of corn, which they fend to
ftrangers, to procure the fupe:fluous demands gf
luxury. If Poland had no foreign tradc, its inha-
bitants would be more happy. '.[he grandees, who
would have only their corn, would give it to their
peafants for fubfiftence; as their itoo extenfive
eftates would become burthenfome, they would
divide them amongft their peafants; cvery one
would find fkins <r wool in their herds or flocks,
fo that they would no longer be at an immenfe
expence in providing clothes; the great, who are
ever fond of luxury, not being able to find it but
in their owa country, would encourage the labour
of the poor. This nation, T aitirm, would then
become more flourithing, at leatt if it did not be-
come barbarous; and this the laws might eafily
prevent.

Let us next confider Japan.  The vaft quantity
of what they recewe. is the caufe of the vaft quan-
tity of merchandizes they fend abroad. Things
are thus in as nice un equilibrium, as if the impor-
tation and expostation were but fmall. Befides, this
kind of exubcrance in the ftate is produtive of a
thoufand advantages: there is a greater confump-
tion, a greater quantity of thefe things on which
the arts are exercifed ; more men employed, and

more
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more numerous means of acquiring power; exi- BOOK
gencies may alfo happen, that recuire a fpﬁed)'Ch;p..zg.
affiftance, which fo opulent a ftate can better afford

than any other. It is difficult for a country to
avoid having fuperfluities : but it is the nature of
commerce to render the fuperfluous ufeful, and the

ufeful neceffary. The ftate will be therefore able

to afford neceflaries to a much greater number of
fubjedts.

. Let us fay then, that it is not thofe nations who

have nced of nothing, that muft lofe by trade; it is

thofe who have need of cvery thing. It is not

fuch people as have a fufficiency within themfelves,

but thofe wito are moft in want, that wiil find an
advantage in putting a ftop to all commercial
intercourfe.
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L R R AR R ah S
BOOK XXI

Of Laws relativeto Commerce conﬁa’erea’

in the Revolutions it has met with in
the World.

CHAP L
Some general Confiderations.

Boox P I \HO UGH commerce be fubject to great

Chfgl;. revolutions, yert it is poffible that certain
phyfical caufes, as the quality of the foil,
or the climate, may fix its nature for ever.
We, at prefent, carry on the trade of the Indies,
merely by means of the filver which we fend thither.
{3 Pliny, The (*) Romans carried annually thither about fifty
fap. 23. millions of fefterces ; and this filver, as ours is at
prefent, was cxchanged for merchandizes, which were
brought to the weft. Every natons, that ever traded
to the Indies, has conftantly carried bullion, and
brought merchandizes in return.
It is nature itfelf that produces this effect. The
Indians have their arts adapted to their manner of
living. Our luxury cannot be theirs ; nor theirs
our wants. Their climate neither demands, nor,
permits hardly any thing which comes from ours.
They go in a great meafure naked ; fuch clothes as
they have, the country itfelt furnithes ; and their re-
ligion, which is deeply rooted, gives them an aver-
fion for thofe things that ferve {or our nourithment,
They want therefore nothing but our bullion, to
ferve
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ferve as the medium of value; and for this they give B)?x? K
us merchandizes in return, with which the frugality Chap. 3
of the people, and the nature of the country, fur- and 3.
nifhes them in great abundance. Thofe ancient

() authors, who have mentioned the Indies, defcribe(b) See
them juft as we now find them, as to their pohcy,b:,',',‘,{"
cuftoms, and manners. The Indies have ever beenchap.19.
the fame Indies they are at prefenc; and in everysiabo,
period of time, thofe who traded to that country,book rs-

carried {pecie thither, and brought none in return.

CHAP IL
Of the People of Africa.

T HE g:'eateﬂ part of the people on the coaft
of Africa are favages and barbarians. The
principal reafon, I believe, of this, is, becaufe the
fmall countries, capable of being inhabited, are fe-
parated from each other by large and almoft un-
inhabitable tracts of land. They are without in-
duftry or arts. They have gold in abundance,
which they receive immediately from the hand of
nature. Every civilized ftate is therefore in a con-
dition to traffic with them to advantage, by raif-
ing their efteem for things of no value, and re-
ceiving a very high price in return.

CHAP IL

That the wants of the People in the South are
different from thefe of the North.

IN Europe, there is a kind of balance between
the fouthern and northern nations. The firft
have every convenience of life, and few of its

wants :
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Boo X wants: the laft hive many wants, and few con-

XXI.
Chap. 3.

veniencies.  To one, nature has given much, and
demands but little; to the other, fhe has given
but little, and demands a great deal.  The equi-
libiium is maintained by the lazincfs of the fouth-
ein nations, and by the induftry and activity which
fhe has given to thofe in the north. The latrer
are obliged to undergo exceflive labour, without
which, they would want every thing, and degene-
rate into barbarians.  This has naturalized flavery
to the people of the fouth: as they can eafily dif-
penfe with riches, they can more cafily difpenfe
with liberty. But the people of the north have
need of hiberty, for this can beft procure them
the means of fatisfying all thofe wants which they
have received from nature. The people of the
rorth, then, are in a forced ftate, it they are not
either free or barbarians.  Almoft all the people
of the fouth are, in fome meafuie, in a fiate of
violence, if they are not flaves.

CHAP. IV,

The principal Difference between the Commuorce
of the Iuczents and the Modes ns.

HE world ‘ras found idelf, fiom time to
time, in direrent fituations; by which the

face of commeice | as been altered.  1'he trade of
Eurcpe is, at prefent, carnied on principally from
the north to the fouth ; and the difference of cli-
mate is the caufe that the feveral nations have great
occafion for the merchandizes of each other. For
exampls, the liquors of the fouth, which are car-
ried o the north, form a commerce little known
to
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to the ancients. Thus the burthen of veltls, which Bx%c? K
was formerly computed by me.tures of corr, is at Chap. 4,
prefent determined by tons of liquoar.

The ancient comm-:ce, fo far as it is known to
us, was carricd «n from one port in the Mediter-
ranean to anothery and was almoft wholly con-
fined to the fouth. WNow the peogple of the fame
climite, having nearly the fame things of their
owr, have 1ot the fame need of tradinsy amongft
themieives as with thofe of a difiereat climate.
The commerce of Europe was therefore formerly
lefs extended than at prefent.

This does not at all contradi® what T have faid
of our commerce to the Indies: for here the pro-
digious difference of climate deftroys all relation
between their wants and ours.

CHAP V.
Other Differences.

OMMERCEL is fometimes deftroyed by

conquerors, fometimes cramped by monarchs;
it traverfes the earth, flies from the places where it
is opprefled, and ftays where it has liberty to
breathe : it reigns at prefent where nothing was
formerly to befeen but defarts, feas, and rocks ;
and where it once reigned, now there are only
defarts,

To fee Colchis in its prefent fituation, which is
no more than a vaft foreft, where the people are
every day decreafing, and only defend their liberty
to fell themfelves by piece-meal to the Turks and
Perfians ; one could never imagine, that this coun-
try had ever, in the time of the Romans, been full

2 of
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of cities, where commerce convened all the nations

Chap. 6. of the world. We find no monument of thefe

fal&s in the country itfelf; there are no traces of

(Y Lib 6.them, except in (%) Pliny and (%) Strabo.

(%) Lib, 2.

The hiftory of commerce, is that of the commu-
nication of people. Their numerous defeats, and
the fux and reflux of populations and devaftations,
here form the moft extraordinary events.

CHAP. VL
Of the Commerce of the Ancients.
0! Dli%do- HE immenfe treafures of Semiramis (%), which
yus, hb. 2.

could not be acquired in a day, give us reafon
to believe, that the Aflyrians themfelves had pil-
laged other r.c: nations, as other nations after-
wards pillaged them.

The effe&t of commeice is riches, the confe-
quence of riches, luxury; and that of luxury,
the perfection of arts. We find that the arts were
carried to grear perfcction in the time of Semira-

Oid. mis (); which is a fufficient indication, that a

confiderable commerce was then eftablifhed.

In the empires of Afia, there was a great com-
merce of luxury. The hiftcry of Juxury would
make a fine part of that of commerce. The lux-
ury of the I’e1fians was that of the Medes, as the
luxury of the Medes was that of the Ail)r.us.

Grear revolutions have happened in Afia. The
north-eaft parts of Perfia, viz. Hyrcania, Mar-

(+) Pling, 81309 Baltria, &c were formerly full of fourith-

1b. 6.

cap. 16, &

Stiabo,
hb. 11

(") strabo,

Lib, 11,

ing rities (%), which are now no more; and the

north of this (") empire, that i<, the ifthmus which
feparates the Cafpian and the Euxine feas, was
covered
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covered with cities and nations, which are now de- B;{"
ﬂ:royed. Chap. 6..

Eratofthenes (i) and Ariftobulus learnt from Pa- () Strabo,
troclus ¥, that the merchandizes of India paffed by . e
the Oxus into the fea of Pontus. Marcus Varro ¢
tells us, that, the time when Pompey commanded
againft Mithridates, they were informed, that
people went in feven days from India to the coun-
try of the Ba&rians, and to the rivar Icarus, which
falls into the Oxus; that, by this method, they
wtre able to bring the merchandizes of India
acrofs the Cafpian fea, and to enter the mouth of
Cyrus ; from whence it was only five days paflage
to the Phafis, a river that difcharges itfelf into the
Euxine fea. There is no doubt bur it was by the
nations inhabiting thefe feveral countries, that the
great emprres of the Affyrians, Medes, and Per-
fians, had a communication with the moft diftant
parts of the eaft and weft.

An entite ftop is now put to this communication.
All thefe countries have been laid walte by the §
Tartats, and are fill infefted by this deftruclive
nation. The Oxus no longer ruas into the Caf-
pian fea ; the Tartars, for fome private | reafons

* The authoiity of Patroclus is of great weight, as appears
fiom a paffage in Strabo, lib. =.

+ Pliny, hib. 6. cap. 17. See alfo Strabo, lib. 1z upon the
paflage by which the merchandizes were conveyed from the
Phafis to the Cyrus.

t There muft have been very great changes in that country
fince the time of Ptolemy who gives us an sccount of ) mauy
rivers, that empty themfelves into the catt fide of the Cafpran
fer. [n the Czai"s chart we find ouly the river ot ilrabat; in
that of M. Bathalfi there 1s none at ail.

| See Jenkmion's agcount of this, in 1 CollZicn of Iyogento
the North. Vol. iv.

have
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B o 0% have changed its courfe, and it now lofes itfelf in
Chap. 6. the barren fands. .

The Jaxartes, which was formerly a barrier be-
tween the polite and barbarous nations, has had itg
courfe turned * in the fame manner by the Tar-
tars, and it no longer empties itfelf into the fea.

(Clau-  Seleucus Nicator formed (*) the project of joining

o vthe Euxine to the Cafpian fea. This project, which

Ib.6.  would have greatly facilitated the commerce of thofe

P11 days, vanifhed at his -+ death. We are not certain
it could have been executed in the ifthmus which
feparates the two feas. This country is at prefent
very little known ; it is depopulated, and full of
forefts ; however, water is not wanting, for an infi-
nite number of rivers roll into it from' Mount Cau-
calus; but as this mountain forms the north of the

() see  ifthmus, and extends hike two arms (') towards the

pabes - fouth, it would have been a grand obftacle to fuch
an enterprife, efpecially in thofe times, when they
had not the art of making fluices.

It may be imegined, that Scleucus would have
joined the two feas in the very place where Peter I.
has fince joined them; that is, in that neck of land
where the Tanais approaches the Volga: but the
north of the Cafpian fca was not then difcovered.

While the empires of Afia enjoyed the commerce
of luxury, the Tyrians had the commerce of acco-
nomy, which they extended throughout the world.
Fochard has employcd the firft book of his Canaan,
in enumerating the colonies which they fent into
all the countrics bordering upon the fea: they

® I am apt to thumk, that from thence the lake Aral was
formed,
4 He was flain by Ptolemy Ceraunus,

pafled
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pafied the Pillars of Hercules, and made eftablifh- B}&?["
ments ¥ on the coaft of the ocean. Chap. 6.
In thofe times, their pilots were obliged to follow
the coafts, which were, if I may fo exprefs myfelf,
their compals. Voyages were long, and painful.
The laborious voyage of Ulyils has been the fruit-
ful fubjec of the fineft poem in the world, nextto
that which alone has the preference.
The little knowledge which the greateft part of
the world had of thofe who were far diftant fronx
them, favourdd the nations engaged in the accono-
mical cemmerce.  They mazaged trade with as
much obicutity as they pleafed : they had all the
advantages wiich the moft intclligent nations could
take over the woft ignorant.
The Figyptians, a people who by their religion
and their manners were avetfe to all commuuication
with ftrangers, had fearceiy at that time aay fo-
reign trade.  They enjoyed a fruitful foii, and
great plenty.  Thar country was the J“l_.m of
thofe times; it podeflld every thing withih itlelf.
So Iuttle jealous were thefe people of commerca,
that they left that of the Red fex o all the petty
nations that had any hxtbours init. 1ere they fur-
fered the Tdumeans, the Syrians, and the Jews, to
have Heets.  Solomon () employed in this navi-(l'h) Kings
gation the T'ynans, who knew thofe feas. o ;!:,'9.
Jofephus () fays, that Lis nation being cnme])(‘“m‘-
employed in agriculture, knew little ot navigasion :chap. 8.
the Jews therefore traded only oacaﬁon.xlly in thcg\i,‘;,g:,‘."“
Red fea. They took from the Idumeans Uloth and
Eziongeber, tiom whom they reccived this com-

* They founded Tarteflus, and made a Gttlement at Caliz,

merce 5
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merce ; they loft thefe two cities, and with them
loft this commerce.

It was not fo with the Pheenicians: theirs was
not a commerce of luxury; nor was their trade
owing to conqueft : their frugality, their abilities,
their induftry, their perils, and the hardthips they
fuffered, rendered them neceflary to all the nations
of the world.

Before Alexander, the people bordering on the
Red fea traded only in this fea, and in that of
Africa. The aftonithment which filled the glabe
at the difcovery of the Indian fea, under that con-
queror, is of this a fufficient proof. I have ob-
ferved (°), that bullion was always carried to the
Indies, and never any brought from thence; now
the Jewifh fleets, which brought gold and filver
by the way of the Red fea, returned from Africa,
and not from the Indies *.

Befides, this navigation was made on the eaftern
coaft of Africa; for the ftate of navigation at thac
time is a convincing proof, that they did not fail to
a very diflant (hore.

Fam not ignorant, that the fleets of Solomon
and Jehofaphat returncd only every three years;
but [ do notfee that the time taken up in the voy-
age is any proof of the greatnefs of the diftance,

Pliny and Strabo inform us, that the junks of
India and the Red fea were twenty days in perform-
ing a voyage, which a Greek or Roman veffel would
accomplith in (") feven. In this proportion, a voy-
age of one year, made by the fleets of Greece or

* The proportion betwixt gold and filver, as fettled in Europe,
may fometimes render 1t profitable to take gold inftead of £iI-
veranto the Eaft-Indies; Lut the advantage is vary toifling.

6 Rome,
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.Rome; would take very near three, when perform- 3;21&"‘
ed by thofe of Solomon. Chap. G,

Two fhips of unequal {wiftnefs do not perform
their voyage in a time proportionate to their {wift-
nefs. Slownefs is frequently the caufe of much
greater {lownefs. When it becomes neceffary to
follow the ceafls, and to be incefluntly in a different
pofition, when they muft wait for a fair wind to
get out of a gulph, and for another to proceed ; a
good fuilor takes the advantage of every favourable
moment; while the other ftill continues in a diffi~
cult ficuation, and waits many days for another
change.

This flownefs of the Indian veflels, which in an
equal time cduld make but the third of the way of
thofe of the Greeks and Romans, may be explained
by what we every day fee in our modern navigation.
The Indian veffels, which were built with a kind of
fea-rufhss, drew lefs water than thofe of Greece and
Rome, which were of wood, and joined with iron.

We may compare thefe Indian veffels to thofe at
prefent made ui¢ of in ports of little depth of water.
Such are thofe of Venice, and even of all * ltaly
in general, of the Baltic, and of the province of
f Holland. Their fhips, which ought to be able to
go in and out of port, are buiit round and broad at
the bottom; while thofe of other nations, who have
good harbours, are formed to fink deep into the
water. This mechanifm renders thefe laft-men<
tioned veflels able to fxil much nearer to the wind ;
while the firft can hardly fail, except the wind be

* ’i‘hey are moftl; fl-llov; bat Sicily has excellent ports.
_+ Ifay the province of Holland ; for the ports of Zealand are
«deep enough.

Vou, 1L D nearly
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B oS F nearly in the poop. A fhip that finks deep into the

Chap. 6. water, fails towards the fame fide with almoft every
wind : this proceeds from the refiftance which the
veflel, whillt driven by the wind, meets with from
the water, from which it receives a ftrong fupport
and from the length of the veflel which prefents its
fide to the wind, while from the form of the helm
the prow is turned to the point propofed ; fo that fhe
can fail very near to the wind, or, in other words,
very near the point from whence the wind blows.
But when the hull is round and broad at the bottém,
and confequently draws little water, it no longer
finds this fteady fupport; the wind drives the vefiel,
which is incapable of refiftance, and can run then
but with a fmall variation from the point oppofite to
the wind. From whence it follows, that broad-bot-
tomed veflels are longer in performing voyages.

1. They lofc much time in waiting for the wind,
efpecially if they are obliged frequently to change
their courfe. 2. They fail much flower, becaufe,
not having a proper fupport from a depth of water,
they cannot carry fo much fail.  If this be the cafe
ata time when the arts are every where known, at a
time when art correts the defets of nature, and
even of art itfelf 5 if at this time, I fay, we find
this difference, how great muft that have been, in
the navigation of the ancients ?

I cannot yet leave this fubje&t. The Indian
vefie's were fmall, and thole of the Greeks and Ro-
maus, if we except their machines built for often-
tation, much lefs than ours. Now, the {mallcr
the veflel, the greater danger it encounters from
foul weather. A tempeft that would fwallow up
a fmall vefltl, would only make a large one roll,

8 The
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T'he more one body is furpaffed by another in Booc
bignefs, the more its furface is relatively fmall.chap.s.
From whence it follows, that in a fmall fhip,
there is a lefs proportion, that is, a greater dif-
ference, as to the furface of the veflfel, and the
weight or lading fhe can carry, than in a large
one. We know that it is a pretty general prattice,
to make the weight of the lading equal to that
of half the water the veflel is able to contain,
Suppofe a veflel will contain cight hundred tons,
hgr lading then muft be four hundred; and thac
of a veflel, which would hold but four hundred
tons of water, would be two hundred tons. Thus
the largenefs of the firft fhio will be to the weight
fhe carries, & 8 to 4; and that of the fecond as
4 to 2. Let us fuppole then, that the furface of
the greater is to the furface of the {maller, as
8to 6: the furface * of this will be to her weight
as 6 to 2, while the furface of the former will be
to her weight only, as 8 to 4. Therefore as the
winds and waves act only upon the furface, the
large vefiel will, by her weighe, refift their impe-
tuofity much mote than the fmall.

CHAP. VIL
Of the Commerce cf the Greeks.

HE firft Greeks were all pirates. Minos,
who enjoyed the empire of the fea, was only
more f{uccefsful, perhaps, than others in piracy ;
for his muritime dominion extended no farther

* That is, to compare magnitudes of the fame kind, the ac-
tion or preffure of the fluid upon the fhip, will be to the re.
fiftance of the fame fhip as, &c.

D2 than
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Boo* than round his own ifle. But when the Grecks

Chap.7. became a gfeat people, the Athenians obtained the

real dominion of the fea; becaufe this trading and

v.¢torious nation gave laws to the moft potent

() The monarch (9) of that time; and humbled the ma-

png of ritime powers of Syria, of the ifle of Cyprus, and
Pheenicia.

Bur this Athenian lordthip of the fea deferves

to be more particularly mentioned. ¢ Atbens, fays

9. hOe:i;l;‘C“ Xenophon (), rules the feay but as the country

republic, of Attica is joined to the continent, it is ravages by
““ enemies, while t'ie Athenians are engaged in difiant
‘¢ expeditions. Their leaders fuffer their lands to be
 defiroyed s and fecure their wealth, by fending it
“ 10 fome ifland. The populace, who are not poffeffed
““ of lands, bave no uneafinefs. But if the Athenians
““ inbabited an ifland, and, befide 1his, enjoyed the em-
¢ pire of the fea, they would, [o long as they were
¢ poffeffed of thefe advantages, be able to annoy others,
“ and at the fame time to be out of all danger of being
““ annoyed.” One would imagine, that Xenophon
was fpeaking of England.

The Athenians, a people whofe heads were fill-
ed with ambitious projeéts ; the Athenians, who
augmented their jealoufy, inftead of increafing their
influence; who were more atientive to cxtend
their maritime empire than to enjoy it; whofe
political government was fuch, that the common
people diftributed the public revenues amongft
themfelves, while the rich were in aftate of oppref-
fion; the Athenians, I fay, did not carry on fo ex-
tenfive a commerce as niight be expected from the
produce of their mines, from the multitude of their
flaves, from the number of their feainen, from their

influence
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infuence over the cities of Greece, "and, above all, Book
from the excellent inftitutions of Solon. Their Chap. 7.
trade was almoft wholly confined to Greece, and
to the Euxine fea; from whence they drew their
fubfiftence.

Corinth was admirably fituated ; it feparated
two feas, and opened and fhut the Peloponne-
fus: it was the key of Greece, and a city of the
greateft importance, at a time when the people
ofmGreecc were a world, and the cities of Greece,
nations.  Jts trade was more extenfive than that
of Athens, having a port to receive the mer-
chandizes of Afia ; and another thofe of Italy : for
the great dificulties which attended the doubling
cape Malea, where the (*) meeting of oppofite (¢) See
winds caufes fhipwrecks, induced every one to gopr*e®
to Corinth, and they could even convey their
veflels over land from one fea to the other, Never
was there a city, in which the works of art were
carried to fo high a degree of perfettion. But
here religion finithed the corruption, which their
opulence began. They erefted a temple to Ve-
nus, in which more than a thoufand courtefans
were confecrated to that deity ; from this feminary
came the greateft part of thofe celebrated beauties,
whote biftory Athenzus has prefumed to commit
to writing.

It feems, that in Homer’s time the opulence
of Greece centered in Rhodes, Corinth, and
Orchomenus: ¢ Fupiter, he fays ('), loved the () Niad,
“ Rbodians, and wade them a wvery wealthy na-"°- 2
 tion.” On Corinth (*) he beftows the epithet () wid.
of rich. Io like manner, when he fpeaks of
cities that have plenty of gold, he mentons Or-

3 chonicnus,
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chomenus,~to which he joins Thebes in Egypt.
Rhodes and Corinth preferved their power ; but
Orchomenus loft hers. The fituation of Orcho-
menus in the ncighbourhood of the Hellefpont,
the Propontis, and the Euxine fea, makes us na-
turally imagine, that fhe was indebted for her
opulence to a trade along that maritime coaft,
which had given rife to the fable of the golden
fleece : and, indeed, the name of Minyeios has

(‘) 5*"‘b°’bcen given to Orchomenus (%), as well as to the

p pige

Argonauts.  But thefe feas becoming afterwards
more frequented, the Greeks planted along the
coafts a greater number of colomes, which traded
with the barbarous nations, and at the fame time
preferved an intercourfe with their mother country :
in confequence of this, Orchomenus began to
decline, till at length it was loft in the crowd of
the other cities of Greece.

Before Homer’s time, the Greeks had fcarce
any trade but among themfelves, and with a few
barbarous nations ; in proportion however as they
formed new colonies, they extended their domi-
nion, Greece was a large peninfula, the capes of
which feemed to have kept off the feas, while its
gulfs opened on all fides to reccive them. If we
calt an eye on Greece, we fhall find, in a pretty
compat country, a confiderable extent of fea-
coaft. Her innumerable colonies formed an im-
menle circle round her ; and there fhe beheld, in
fome meafure, the whole civilized world. Did
fhe penetrate into Sicily and Italy? fhe formed
new nations. Did fhe navigate towards the fea
of Pontus, the coaft of Afia Minor, or that of
Africa? fhe acted in the fame manner, Her ci-

ties,
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ties increafed in profperity, in proportion as they Boo®
happened to have new people in their neighbour- Chap. 5.
hood. And what was excremely beautiful, {he was
furrounded on every fide with a prodigious num-
ber of iflands, drawn, as it were, in a line of cir-
cumvallation. , ]

What a fource of profperity muft Greece have
found in thofe games, with which fhe entertained,
in fome meafure, the whole globe; in thofe tem-
ples, to which all the kings of the earth fent their
offerings ; in thofe feftivals, at which fuch a con-
courfe of people ufed to affemble from all parts;
in thofe oracles, to which the attention of all man-
kind was directed ; and, in fhort, in that exqui-
fite tafte for the polite arts, which fhe carried to
fuch a height, that to expeét ever to furpafs her,
would be only betraying our ignorance.

CHAP. VIL
Of Alexander. His conquefl.

FOUR great events happened in the reign of
Alexander, which entirely changed the face
of commerce: the taking of Tyre, the conqueft
of Egypt, that likewife of the Indies, and the
difcovery of the fea which lics fouth of that
country.

The empire of Perfia extended to the Indus (*). () Stiabo,
Carius, long before Alexander, had fent (*) fome ) iréro.
veflels, which failed down this river, and paffedgg:;:;bi.n
even into the Red fea. How then were themene,
Greeks the firft who traded to the Indies by the
South? Had not the Perfians done this before ?

Did they make no advantage of feas which were
D 4 fo
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Boox {onear them; of the very feas that wathed their
Chap. 8. coafts? Alexander, it is true, conquered the In-
dies; but was it neceffary for him to conquer a
country, in order to trade with it ? This is what I
fhall now examine.
() Strabo,  Ariana (*), which extended from the Perfian
b- 15 Gulf as far as the Indus, and from the South fea
to the mountains of Paropamifus, depended in-
deed in fome meafure on the empire of Perfia:
but in the fouthern part it was barren, fcorched,
(*) Strabo, rude, and uncultivated,  Tradition () relates, thit
lib. 15. . . .o . .
the armies of Semiramis and Cyrus perifhed in
thefe defarts ; and Alexander, who caufed his
fleet to follow him, could not avoid }ifing in this
place a great part of his army. The Perfians left
() Pliny, the whole coaft to the Ichthyophagi (%), the Orita,
Cahfq and other barbarous nations. B:fides, the Perfians
ﬁ:al‘w, were no * great failors, and their very religion
" debarred them from entertaining any fuch notion
as. that of a maritime commerce. The voyage
undertaken by Darius’s dire¢tion upon the Indus,
and the Indian fea, proceeded rather from the
capricioufnefs of a prince vainly ambitious of
fhewing his power, than from any fettled regular
proje¢t. It was attended with no confequence,
either to the advantage of commerce, or of navi-
gation. They emerged from their ignorance, only
to plunge into it agan,
{:g S'trabo, Befides, it was a received opinion () before the
"3 expedition of Alexander, that the fouthern parts of

* They failed not upon the rivers, left they fhould defile the
clements, Hyde's Religion of the Perfians. Even to this day they
have no mantime commerce, Thole who take to the fea, are
treated by them as atheifts, :

India
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India were uninhabitable *.  This proceeded from B;x?if
a tradition that (°) Semiramis had brought back Chap.s.
from~thence only twenty men, and Cyrus butf;g.s:;‘.‘“’
feven.

Alexander entered by the north. His defign
was to march towards the eaft ; but having found
3 part of the fouth full of great nations, cities, and
and rivers, he attempted to conquer it, and fuc-
ceeded.

He then formed the defign of uniting the Indies
to the weftern nations by a maritime commerce, as
he had 3ready united them by the colonies he had
eftablifhed by land.

He orderel a fleet to be built on the Hydafpes,
then fell down that river, entered the Indus, and
failed even to its mouth. He left his army and
his fleet at Patala, went himfelf with a few veffels
to view the fea, and marked the places where
he would have ports to be opened, and arfenals
ereted. Upon his return from Patala he feparated
the fleet, and took the route by land, for the
mutual fupport of ficet and army. The fleet fol-
lowed the coalt from the Indus along the banks
of the country of the Oritz, of the Ichthyophagj,
of Carmania and Perfia. He caufed wells to be
dug, built cities, and would not fuffer the Ichthyo-
phagi - to live on fifh, being defirous of having

the

® Herodotus (in Melpomene) fays, that Darius conquered the
Indies ; this muft be underftood only to mean Ariana; and even
this was only an ideal conquett,

+ This cannot be underftood of ail the Ichthyophagi, who
inhabited a coaft of ten thoufand furlongs in extenti How was
it poffible for Alexander to have maintained them ? How could
he comwmand thenr fubmiflion 2 This can be undeiftood only of

fome particular tribes, Nearchus, in his book, Rerwm Dudi-
; CArunsy
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the borders of the fea inhabited by civilized na-
tions. Nearchus and Onefecritus wrote a jour-
nal of this voyage, which was performed in ten
months. They arrived at Sufa, where they found
Alexander, who gave an entertainment to his
whole army.

This prince had founded Alexandria, with a
view of fecuring his conqueft of Egypt; this was
a key to open it, in the very place where the kings
his * predeceffors had a key to fhut it; and he
had not the [2aft thought of a commerce, of which
the difcovery of the Indian fea could alsne give
him the idea.

It even feems, that after this difgsivery, he had
no new defign, in regard to Alexandria. He
had, indeed, a general fcheme of opening a trade
between the Eaft-Indies and the weftern parts of
his empire: but as for the project of conduéting
this commerce through Egypt, his knowledge was
too imperfect to be able to form any fuch defign.
It is true, he had feen the Indus, he had feen the
Nile, but he knew nothing of the Arabian feas
between the two rivers. Scarce was he returned
from India, when he fitted out new fleets, and na-
vigated on the Euleus (), the Tigris, the Eu-
phrates, and the ocean; he removed the ca~
taralts, with which the Perfians had encumbered

carum, fays, that at the extremity of this coaft, on the fide of
Peifia, be had found fome people, who were lefs Ichthyophagi
than the others. 1'thould think that Alexander’s prohibition re-
lated to thefe people, or to fome other tribe, ftill more bordering
on Perfia.

* Alexandria was founded on a flat fhore, called Rhacotis,
where, 1n ancient times, the kings had kept a garrifon, to pre-
vent all ftrangers, and more particularly the Greeks, from en-
tering the country, Pliny, lib, 6. cap, 10, Strabo, lib, 38.

th\ofe
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thofe rivers; and he difcovered that the Perfian Book
gulf was a branch of the main fea. But as hccrnap.ls'.
went to view this fea (%), in the fame manner as(*)Arrian.
he had done in regard to that of India; as he()ﬁ:;‘f;g:
caufed a port to be opened for a thoufand fhips,lib. 7.
and arfenals to be erected at Babylon ; as he fent

five hundred talents into Phcenicia and Syria, to

draw mariners into this fervice, whom he intended

to diftribute in the colonies along the coaft; in

fine, as he caufed immenfe works to be erected on

the Euphrates, and the other rivers of Affyria,

there could be no doubt but he defigned to carry

on the co‘merce of India by the way of Ba-
bylon and the Perfic gulf.

There are fome who pretend that Alexander
wanted to fubdue Arabia(*), and had formed al(,"b)StrabO.
defign to make if the feat of his empire : butvlva}-di' :ﬁ;
how could he have pitched upon a place, withend-
which he was entirely unacquainted ¥. Befides
of all countries this would have been the moft in-
convenient to him; for it would have feparated
him from the reft of his empire. The Caliphs,
who made diftant conquefts, foon withdrew trom

Arabia, to refide elfewhere.

CHAP IX.
Of the Commerce of the Grecian Kings after the
Death of Alexander.

T the time when Alexander made the con-
queft of Egypt, they had but a very imper-

® Seeing Babylon overflowed, he looked upon the neigh-
bouring country of Arabia as an ifland, Auviftob. in Strabo,

lib. 16,
fe&k
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Beox fe&t idea of the Red fea, and none at all of the

Chap. s. Ocean, whith joining to this fea, on one fide
wafhes the coaft of Africa, and on the other, that
of Arabia : nay, they thought it impoffible to fail
round the peninfula of Arabia. They who at-
tempted it on each fide, had relinquithed their de-

gg:l:fg:ﬁgn.. ¢« How is it poflible, faid fhey (‘)., to na-

rum Indi-¢¢ vigate to the fouthern coaft of Arabia, when

carum- ¢« Cambyfes’s army, which traverfed it on the
¢ north fide, almoft entircly perithed; and the
¢ forces which Ptolemy, the fon of Lagus, feacto
¢ the affiftance of Seleucus Nicator at Babylon,
‘¢ underwent incredible hardfhips, and, upon ac-
““ count of the heats, could marchyonly in the
¢ night ?”

The Perfians were entire ftrangers to navigation.

When they had fubdued Egypr, they introduced
the fame {pirit into that country as prevailed in
Perfia : hence fo grear was the fupinenefs of the
Perfians, in this refpet, that the Grecian kings
found them quite ftrangers, not only to the com-
merce of the Tyrians, Idumeans, and the Jews,
on the ocean, but even to the navigation of the
Red fea. I am apt to think, that the deftruétion
of the firft Tyre by Ncbuchadnezzar, together
with the fubverfion of feveral petty nations and
towns bordering on the Red fea, had obliterated
all their former knowledge of commerce,

Egypt, ar the time of the Perfian monarchy, did
(¥)strabo,not front the Red fea; it (*) contained only that
Lib. x6. long narrow neck of land which the Nile covers

with its inundations, and is enclofed on both fides
by a chain of mountains. They were therefore,
under the neceflity of making a fccond difcovery

of
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of the ocean and the Red fea ; and this difcovery i&}g}&:
engaged the curiofity of the Grecian monagchs.  chap. g
They afcended the Nile, and Hunted after ele-
phants in the countries fituated between that river
and the fea ; by this progreffion they traced the
fea-coaft ; and as the difcoveries were made by the
Greeks, the names are all Grecian, dnd the tem-
ples are confecrated to (') Greek divinities. (1) Strabe,
The Greeks fertled in Egypt were able to com-1ib- 16
mand a moft extenfive commerce ; they were maf-
t&’g*oilall the harbours on the Red fea; Tyre
the of every trading nation, was no more 3
they were\got conftrained by the ancient * fuper-
ftitions of the country 3 in fhort, Egypt was be-
come the center of the world.
The kings of Syria left the commerce of the
fouth to thofe of Egypt, and attached themfelves
only to the northern trade, which was carried on
by means of the Oxus and the Cafpian fca.(m) Pliny;
They then imagined, that this fea was part oflib. ». :
the (™) northern ocean ; and Alexander, fome timczzﬂ'lf,z's‘
before his death hath fitted out a fleet(®), in or-cap. 9.
der to difcover whether it communicated with thei?ﬁ Sera-
ocean by the Euxine fea, or on fome other eafternbo, lib.s1.
. . Ariian de
fea towards India.  After him, Seleucus and An- (xpedit.
tiochus applied themfelves to make difcoveries inf}&““fd‘i'
it, with a particular attention 5 and with this viewp. sa.
they fcoured it with their fleets (°). That part?"“dlyi’.‘ 5
which Seleu