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PREFACE.

Tanjore has long been and still is the home of
the best and purest in Carnatic Music and Bharata
Natya. And for this position, it owes a good deal to
the well — preserved and valuable manuscripts on
Sangita Sastra and Sampradaya of Saraswati Mahal
Library. We have in the Library more than three
hundred manuscripts in the Sangita and Natya section,
and they contain thousands of Kirtanas, Jatis in various
Talas, numerous Padams and several tratises on the
theory and practice of Music and Dance. The number
of works that deserve immediate publication will be
about 100 and our present series includes three works
on music and dance, namely (1) Taladasapranapra-
deepika, the present work in Telugu, (2) Sangita
Darpana of Damodara in Sanskrit and (3) Gita-
Govinda with Abhinaya for every word in Sanskrit.
With the help of the generous grants of the Govern-
ment we hope to bring out all the valuable works in
the coming years.

The present work *Taladasapranapradeepika’
is included in the Telugu section of our Library,
apparently because its literary merit is no less than
its value as a standard text book on Tala. Consider-
ing the paucity of reliable standard works on Talas,
the present publication comes none too soon into the
field to help the modern students and musicians in
acquiring a correct knowledge of our Sampradaya in
Musiec.

Our publication is based on a single manuscript
in our Library, as no other copy of it is available in
any place. Thanks are due to our Telugu Pandits
Sri A. Mahadeva Sastry and Sri V. Sundara Sarma for
the careful way in which they have edited the work
with the help of Sri K. Vasudeva Sastrigal in under-
standings the theory of the art.
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The timely grants made by the Madras Govern-
ment have helped us to bring out this and other
valuable Publications.

Woe are specially grateful to our Premier Sri
P. S. Kumaraswami Raja, and our Education Minister
Sri K. Madhava Menon, for the keen interest they
evince in our Library.

Tanjore,

7—10—1950.

Saraswathi Mahal Library, S. GOPALAN.
} Hon: Secretary.
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GENERAL EDITORS' INTRODUCTION
TO THE

MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES.

The Government of Madras took up for consi-
deration the question of publication of the various
manuscripts in different languages on subjects like
Philosophy Medicine, and Science etc., early in May
1948. Important manuscript Libraries in the Madras
Presidency were requested to send a list of unpubli-
shed manuscripts with them for favour of being
considered by the Government for publication. The
Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone complisd
with this request. This list as well as a similar list of
unpublished manuscripts in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras were carefully examined
and a tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for
publication was made. The Government in their
Memorandum No. $34913/48--10, KEducation, dated
4-4-1949 constituted an expert committee with the
Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, as the Secretary, for the final selec-
tion of manuscripts suitable for printing and for
estimating the cost of publications. The following
are the members of the Committee.

The name of Personnel of the Committee Constituted for
Selecting Manuscripts for Publication.

. Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A,,B.L.,
» R. P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.,

s C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A.,B.L.,
w R. Krishnamoorthy (Kalki).

» Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M. A., PH. D..
» M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M.A.,

v V. Prabhakara Sastri.

» N. Venkata Rao.

e I
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9. Sri H. Sesha Ayyangar.
10. ,, Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar.
11. ,. M. Mariappa Bhat, M A., L.T.,
12. Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B. A., PH. D.
13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja M, A ,D. PHIL.,
14 ,, A. Sankaran, M. A.PH.D.,L.T.,
15. Sri P. Rama Sastri.
16. ,, S. K. Ramanatha Sastri.
17. Dr. M Abdul Haq, M A.,D.PHIL., (Oxen).
18. Afzul-u-Ulma Hakim Khader Ahamed.
19. Sri P. D. Joshi.
20. ,, S. Gopalan, B.A ,B.L.,
21. ,, T. Chandrasekharan, M.A..L.T.,

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-
Committees for the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil,
Telugu, Kanada, Malayalam, Marathi and Islamic
languages. They met during the month of May 1949
at Madras and at Tanjore to examine the manuscripts
and make a selection. The recommendations of the
Committee .were accepted by the Government in
G. O. No. Mis, 2745 Education dated 31 —8—194Y and
they decided to call these publications as the ‘/Madras
Gevernment Oriental Series'', and appointed the Curator,
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras-5,
as the General Editor of the Publications. The follow-
1ng manuscripts have been taken up for publication
during the current year.

“A" From the Government Orieatal Manuscripts Library, Madras.

TAMIL.

KAPPAL SASTRIAM.

ANUBHAVA VAIDYA MURAIL
ATTANAKOLAHALAM.

UPADESA KANDAM.

COLAN PURVA PATAYAM.
KONGADESA RAJAKKAL.
SIVAJNANA DIPAM.

SADASIVA RUPAN, with commentary.
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TELUGU.

SANGITA RATHNAKARAMU.
AUSHADHA YOGAMULU.
VAIDYA NIGHANTU.
DHANURVIDYA VILASAMU.
YOGA DARSANA VISHAYAMU.
KHADGA LAKSHANA SIROMANL

SANSKRIT.

VISHANARAYANIY AM.

BHARGAVA NADIKA.
HARIHARACATURANGAM.

BRAHMA SUTRA VRITTI, MITAKSARAM.
NYAYASIDDHANTA TATVAMRTAM.

MALAYALAM.

GARBHA CHIKITSA.

(a) VASTHULAKSHANAM.
(b) SILPASASTRAM.

(c) SILPAVISAYAM.
MAHASARAM.
KANAKKUSARAM.
KRIYAKRAMAM.

KANADA.

LOKOPAKARA.
RATTAMATA.
DIKSABODHE.
ASVASASTRAM.

(a) AUSHADHAGALDU.
(by VAIDYA VISHAYA.
SANGITA RATNAKARA.
SUPASASTRA.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES.

JAMIL-AL-ASHYA.
TIBB-E-FARIDI.
TAHQUIQ-AL-BUHRAN.
SHAFINAT-AL-NAJAT.
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*B"” From the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s
Saraswathi Mahal Library, Tanjore.

TAMIL.
SARABENDRA VAIDYA MURAI
(DIABATES).
do (E. N. T)
AGASTHYAR.

KONGANARSARAKKU VAIPPU.
TIRUCHITRAMBALAKOVAIYYAR
with Padavurai

KALACHAKRAM.

TALASAMUDRAM.

BHARATANATY AM.

(a) PANDIKELiI VILASA NATAKAM.

(by PURURAVA CHAKRAVARTHI
NATAKAM.

(c) MADNA SUNDARA VILASA
NATAKAM.

(dy PERCY MACQUEEN'S COLLECTION

(in the Madras University Library) of Foiklore.

10.
11.

RAMAYYAN AMMANAIL
TAMIL PADALKAL
including Pattinathar Venba and Vannankal.

TELUGU.
KAMANDAKANITISARAMU.

. TALADASAPRANADIPIKA.
. (a) RAGHUNATHA NAYAKA

ABHYUDAY AMU.
(by RAJAGOPALA VILASAMU.

. RAMAYANAMU by Katta Varadarajul.

MARATHI.

. NATYASASTRA SANGRAHA.
. (a) BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE VAHIL

(b) FOLK SONGS.
(¢) DORA DARUN VENI PADDHATI.
d) ASWASA CHATULA DUMNI.
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3. (3) PRATAPASIMHENDRA VIJAYA
PRABANDHA.,

(by SARABENDRA TIRTHAVALIL

(c) LAVANL

DEVNDRA KORAVANJI.

BHAKTA VILAS.

SLOKA BADHA RAMAYANA.

SANSKRIT.

ASWASASTRA with Tricolour illustrations
RAJAMRIGANKA.
CHIKITSAMRITASAGARA.
AYURVEDA MAHODADHI.
GITAGOVINDA ABHINAYAM.

(a) COLA CAMPU.

(by SAHENDRA VILASA.
DHARMAKUTAM SUNDARA KANDA.
JATAKA SARA.
VISHNUTATVANIRNAYA VYAKHYA.
SANGITA DARPANA.

BEEJA PALLAVA.
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It is hoped that the publication of most of the

important manuscripts will be completed within the
next four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publica-
tion are represented by single copies in the Labrary
and consequently the mistakes that are found in them
could not be corrected by comparing with other
copies. The Editors have, however, tried their best
to suggest correct readings. The wrong readings are
given in round brackets and correct readings have
been suggested in square brackets. When different
readings are found, they have been given in the foot
note or incorporated in the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked
for financing the entire scheme of Publication although
there is a drive for economy in all the departments.
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My thanks are due to the members of the Expert
Committee who spared no pains in selecting the
manuscripts for publication. I have also to thank
the various editors, who are experts, in their own field.
for readily consenting to edit the manusctips and see
them through the press. The various Presses that
have co-operated in printing the manuscripts in the
best manner possible also deserve my thanks for the
patience exhibited by them in carrying out the correc-
tions made in the proofs,

Oriental M. S. S. Library, T. Chandrasekharan,
Madras, 1950. General Editor.



ix

INTRODUCTION.

“TALA " can best be translated as ‘“rhythm’
in English. It controls the movement of a musical
piece and adds to its elastic gait. The elements which
constitute Tala are ten in number, and they are
described as the ten “‘Pranas’” or the ten life-giving
olements of a Tala. The word Prana is not used in
“BHARTA'S Natya Sastra” or “Sangeetaratnakara’,
although all the ten elements are described there in
detail. The word occurs in **Audibharata” a tradi-
tional compilation of the essential quotationsin Natya
and Nartana sastra. There are four recensions of
Audibharata in the Saraswathi Mahal Library, each
with a Telugu commentary of its own. The word
“Prana” occurs also in a work called *Arjuna
Bharatam” which is preserved in a fragmentary form
in the Saraswati Mahal Library.

The work that is now published is a Telugu
treatise on the ten Pranas of Tala and it is called
TALADASAPRANAPRADEEPIKA, and the author Poluri
Govinda Kavi who is an Andhra has evidently taken
his material from the traditional practitioners of
Sangeeta and Natya in Andhra Desa, and from the
Audibharata which appears to have been well preserved
in the Andhra country. It may not be out of place
tn point out in this connection that all our Arts,
Sciences, and Literature had been almost effaced
during the foreign invasions of the thirteenth and
fourteenth century and we owe it to the Nayaks of
Vijianagar that our culture was revived once again.
Our cultural revival in the south therefore has been
accomplished by the Nayaks who are Andhras, and in
the Telugu language, their mother tongue. Any one
who wanted to get any proficiency in any of ihe fine-
arts till about 100 years ago, had to learn Telugu.
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The ten elements which go to make up the

concept of Tala are:

(1) Kala or time and its perception.

(2) Kriya or the beats (Sasabda, that is accompanied

with sound), and the movements of the hands
and fingers, (nissabda or unaccompanied by
gsound), by which time is measured and divided
into rhythmic parts. There are four Sasabda
Kriyas and four Nissabda Kriyas.

(3) **Marga’™ or the provincial modes in rhythm,

They are four in number.

(4) *Anga” or the several units of time which are

©)

combined together to form a particular Tala.
The standard unit is “Laghu’”. It was originally
concieved as the time taken for pronouncing a
short vowel, and hence the name. The next
higher unit is a **Guru” which means a long
vowel. It istwice as long as a *“Laghu”. The
next higher unit is a ** Pluta’ which means an
elongated long vowel. It is thrice as long as a
“*Laghu’. In the lower denominations we have
first the * Druta”™ which is half as long as a
Laghu and * Anudruta” which is balf a
**Druta”. The absolute value of a Laghu
varies with the provincial modes and other
exigencies of musical composition,

**Kalaa" is the mode of creating sub-species of
particular varieties of Talas by using multiples
of the units (Angas) constituting them. Thus
taking the earliest classical Tala called **Chach-
chatputa” which is constituted by four units,
namely, 1 Guru, 1 Guru, 1 Laghu, and 1 Pluta,
making up a total duration of eight Laghus, we
have sub-species of this Tala called “DWIKALA"™
and “CHATUSHKALA” Chbachchatputa. In
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Dwikala, eachlconstituent unit is doubled, so
that the Tala now becomes constituted by two
Gurus, two Gurus, one Guru and three Gurus,
making up a total duration of Sixteen Laghus,
The Chatushkala variety is created by doubling
the number of units of the Dwikala,

“Jaati” is the gait of the rhythm of the particular
variety of Tala. The gait is first classified into
two main kinds, namely, those with four steps
and those with three steps called respectively
Chaturasra and Tryasra; and the original Talas
consisted only of two, namely the standard Tala
of Chaturasra variety called Chachchatputa and
that of the Tryasra called Chachaputa. Their
constitution in Laghusare 2 2 1 3,and 211 2
respectively. It is seen that in the first Tala
we have two compound paces of four steps each,
and in the second, two compound paces of three

steps each.

Thie is the sense in which the word Jaati is used
in Natya Sastra. (Vide Natya Sastra, Benares
Edition, chapter 31 vv 10 and 12). The next
Jaati which is mentioned is**Misra” (mixed) which
is said to be produced by mixing Chaturasra and
Tryasra making up seven steps. The only other
Jaati mentioned by the Natya Sastra is Sankeerna
which can be produced by promiscuously adding
multiples or fractions of three and four. The
later authors have named a pace of nine steps as
Sankeerna Jaati and given the name of Khanda
for a pace of five steps  We have thus five
Jaatis in modern practice.

The word Jati however is used in modern
Practice in Karnatic music, in two senses. In
one sense it means the number of Akshara
Kaalas in the Laghu, and its multiples constitu-
ting a Tala. 1n this sense the number of
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Akshara Kaalas, by some quaint reasoning, is
not made to apply to the lower denominations of
Laghus, namely, Druta and Anudruta which are
always supposed to retain the Chaturasra
character, and have only two and one Akshara
Kala respectively. Thus in Triputa Tala which
is consituted by 1 3 3, in Chaturasra Jati, the
Akshara Kalas are 4 2 2 = 8; in the Tryasra Jati
the Akshara Kala must strictly speaking be 3
i3 13 = 6, but in practice, they maintain that
the Akshara Kalas are 3 2 2 = 7. This anamoly
has its own history.

Originally the classical Talas called Marga

Talas were five in number namely :—

g e

Chachchatputa — Chaturasra -2 2 1 3
Chaachaputa — Tryasra -2 1 1 2
Shatpitaputraka — Tryasra -3 1 2 2 1 3
Sampakveshtaka — Tryasra —3 2 2 2 3
Udghatta — Tryasra -2 2 2

Many Sankeerna Talas were also allowed as
well as the Dwikala, Chatushkala and other
multiple varieties of these Talas.

The Sankeerna Talas were given a name and a
habitation in mediaeval times and they were
listed as 120 Desi Talas. But all these Talas
both Marga and Desi were practically forgotten
during the Dark ages, except seven Talas which
were preserved in the species of musical com-
position called “salagasuda’ These seven were
Dhruva, Mathya, Rupaka, Jhampa, Adda, Triputa
and Eka; but the revived Art of music required
more Talas than these seven for 1ts full expan-
sion. The device therefore of creating new
sub-species by assigning three, four, five, seven
or nine Akshara Kaalas for the Laghu was
thought of. The idea worked very well when
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apllied to the higher denominations of Laghu.
But in the case of Druta and Anudruta the
difficulty caused by fractional Akshara Kalas
in Tryasra, Khanda etc, had to be evercome by
cutting the Gordian Knot and ruling that
Druta and Anudruta will always retain the
Chaturasra character in all sub- species.
Another sense in which the word Jaati is used is for
denoting the gait of the musical piece. Musicians
and players on Mridanga and other Tala Vadyas
show their proficiency in Tala by changing the
gait of the piece maintaining at the same time
the total number of Aksharas of the piece.

** Laya' is the quickness or slowness of the pace
of a musical piece. We have thus three kinds
of Layas. The slowestis Vilamba, the middling
pace is Madhya, and the quickest is Druta.

*Yati' is the artistic arrangement of quick and
slow paces in musical pieces. We have primanly
three yatis. The first is the Sama or the uniform
pace throughout. The Srotogata is the gradually
guickening pace and Gopuchchha is that which
gradually slows down. These are the only thLree
yatis mentioned in the Natya Sastra and
Sangeetaratnakara. Later authors speak of a
fourth and a fifth, namely, Mridanga Yati and
Pipeelika Yati. The former has a quick Laya
in between slower Layas, the latter has a slow
Laya in between quicker Layas.

“Graha” is the particular point in the Tala
where the muscial piece begins. If the Tala
and the musical piece begin simultaneously it is
Sama Graha. If the Tala begins earlier than
the piece, then it is said to have Ateeta Graha.
If the Tala begins later than the piece, then it
has Anagata Graha.
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(10) * Prastara” is the mode of permuting and
combining the »+itc of time (Angas) in different
ways to form aparticular Tala. These permuta-
tions and combinations are done in a particular
order, so as to avoid the same form of permuta-
tion occuring more than once. There are short-
cut methods for ascertaining the possible number
of permutations and combinations, for ascertain-
ing the order of a particular combination when
the form 1s given, and thie form of a particular
combination when the order 1s given. The
number of combinations between two fixed limits
are also calculated by means of formulas These
short-cuts are severally called Sankhya, Nashta,
Uddhishta, Meru and Khanda Meru.

This short account of the Ten Pranas of Talus
will, it 1s hoped, help the reader in unuderstand-
mmg the text of this publication.

There 1s only one manuscript of this work iu our
Labrary and no other elsewhere, and the Telugu
Pandits of the Library have spared no pains in
getting at the correct text. Itis hoped that
this work will serve as a standard work of
reference for the present day Sampradaya of Tala
in our music and dance

%‘i ' A athi ) r - N (- ,

Saraswathi Mahal ) K VASUDEVA SASTRY,
Library Tanjore © Jornt Lt
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