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FOREWORD

Vedula Satyanarayana Sastrulu Garu, the Chief
Telugu Pandit of the Calavala Cannan Chettiar’s High
School, Perambur, Madras, is already well-known to
the Telugu world by his work entitled ‘ Chanakyudu.”
He is an erudite Sanskrit and Telugu scholar; he has
now brought out the first volume of Hitokthi Ratna-
karamu which contains the two parts or divisions
Suhrillabhamu and Subrid-bhedamu. He bas reserved
Sandhi and Vigrahamu for the second volume, which isg
now under active preparation.

The author has digested the Sanskrit original and
then given us the story in simple and chaste Telugu.
The style of this book is vigorous and forcible without
being pedantic. ‘“Words of learned length and thun-
dering sound " are conspicuous by their absence. The
stories are such as to appeal to boys and girls in our
schools. He has also introduced a few verses of his
own, here and there, to point a moral.

The Hitopadesa contains the floating wisdom of
India. The ancient Sanskrit writers hit at this novel
method of giving us “ beneficial counsel ”’ by narrating
what in English Rhetoric is called “ Fable.”” A Fable
is a story in which the actors are the lower animals
with the actions, feelings and motives of men. That is
why we find cats and jackals quoting the sacred Vedas



vi

or discussing the principles of ““ dharma”, like consum-
mate scholars.

I can confidently recommend this book to all
educationists in the Andhradesa who are in search of a
lucid prose work written in a captivating style, free
from errors. During my experience as a Teacher of
Telugu for the past fifteen years I have found it very
difficult to select suitable text-tooks for non-detailed
study. As the market is flooded with books, good, bad
and indifferent, the task of selection becomes very
difficult.

Even a cursory glance at this book will convince
the readers that it has certain merits, not possessed by
certain other books in the field. This interesting book
may be prescribed for non-detailed study, or for detailed
study in the lower forms, according to the wishes of the
teachers, who know perfectly well, the capacity of their
students, to intelligently follow books written in a cer-
tain style. I sincerely trust that this book will have a
long and useful career, for, the Hitopadesa is & book of
perennial interest. It can never become stale: it can
never become old or cold, but it will continue to be read
as long as the human heart shall beat.

K. V. RADHAKRISHNA SHASTRI, B.A,, L.T.,

“ MITAKSHARA ™) Lecturer in Telugu, Loyola College,
VEPERY, e
25th Dec., 1931. ) Cathedral Post, Madras.
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