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i INTRODUCTION

g—is used for additional readings, etc. The
Manuscript belongs to Mr. Krishnaswami
Sastrigal, Sub-Registrar, Tanjore District.
Its description is as follows :—Substance—
palm-leaf; Size—17x1} inches; Leaves—
400; Lines—7 to a page; Script—Telugu;
Vana Parvan complete.

§—is used for additional readings, etc. The
Manuscript was procured for us by Mr. K. K.
Lakshminarayana Iyer of Kadayam village in
the Tinnevelly District from Mr. Natesa Iyer.
Its description is as follows :—~~Substance—
palm-leaf; Size--16x 1 inches; Leaves—
398; Lines-~10 to 1I to a page; Script—
Grantha ; Vana Parvan complete; Date of
Transcription—1825 A.D.

IT

We have restricted the number of Manuscripts
utilised by us for the preparation of this volume for
the Press, with a definite object in view. It is
well-known that the larger the number of
Manuscripts utilised, the more numerous are the
variant readings that confront us, even with regard
to ordinary works. This becomes really bewildering
in the case of Mahabharata Manuscripts which pre-
sent numerous variations even in single stanzas, and
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hemistiches and feet, in direct ratio to the number
of Manuscripts utilised. With the experience
gained so far, we are able to assess the relative value
of our Manuscripts from the point of view of textual
accuracy based on freedom from contamination and
corraption.

The Manuscript belonging to Brahmasri
Krishna Sastrigal of Trivandrum and written in
Grantha script is the most trustworthy. From the

Adi to the Svargarohana, the self-same scribe has
written the whole text and this enhances the value
of the Manuscript considerably-

The Trivandrum Palace Manuscripts generally
follow even in minute details the text of the Krishna
Sastri Manuscripts. The Palace collection, therefore,
is very useful to supplement the Krishna Sastri Text.
The Palace collection is generally written in
Malayalam script, by various hands, probably during
different periods.

The Kadayam collection, belonging to Mr.
Natesa Sastri, is also the work of a single scribe
from beginning to end. It is written in the Grantha
script and is a sure representative of the Southern
Recension.

The Krishnaswami Sastri collection written in
the Telugu script is the earliest of our dated Manus-
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cripts among those Manuscripts, written by single
scribes from beginning to end. Here and there we
detect contaminations with the Northern Recension,
though, in the main, this collection also preserves the
chief features of the Southern Recension very
vividly indeed.

In all the Parvans to be issued in future,
Manuscripts representative of all the above collec-
tions will be fully utilised.



III

CONCORDANCE.
VANA PARVAN,

(1980) (1908) Manuscri

o pts of (1934)

Poon:ﬁl;l}:htlon Kumbgl_gonam the Sout}:em Southe}'n

Bhavadipa Edition Recension Rgcensmn
Chapter. Chapter. Chapter. Chapter.
158 159 159 181
159 : 160 160 132
160 161 161 133
161 162 162 134,
162 163 163 135
163 164 164 136
164 165 1656 187
165 166 " .
166 167 166 138
167 168 167 139
168 169 168 140
” 170 169 "
169 171 170 141
170 172 171 142
171 173 172 143
172 174 173 144
173 175 174 145
174 176 176 146
175 177 176 147
176 178 177 148
177 179 178 v
178 180 179 149
179 181 180 150
180 182 181 151
181 183 182 152
182 184 183 153
183 185 184 154
. 186 185 156

184 187 186 156
185 188 187 157
186 189 188 158
187 190 189 169
188 191 190 160
189 192 191 161
190 193 192 162
191 194 193 163
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|
Poona Edition ' Manuscripts of
with Kur}g{?_akonam I the Southern - Southgrn
Bhavadipa ition Recension Recension
p Chapter. 10 Chapter.
Chapter. p Chapter.
192 195 194 164
193 196 Omitted. Omitted.
194 197 ”» ”
195 198 1 ”
196 199 Y .
197 200 » ”»
198 201 . .
199 202 195 165
200 203 Omitted. Onitted.
201 204 196 166
202 205 . N
203 206 197 167
204, 207 198 168
205 208 199 169
206 209 200 170
207 210 201 171
» 211 » »
208 212 202 172
209 213 203 I 173
210 214 204, § 174
211 215 205 175
212 216 206 176
213 i ” 3
214 217 207 177
216 218 208 * : 178
216 219 " »
217 220 209 179
218 221 210 »
219 EEl ’” IAJ
220 222 211 180
221 223 212 181
222 224 213 182
t T wdaTEEEEE:
1 @—=r3r saraganiEy
§ F-g—ararTIEHIY:

* F-E-T—PRIY FRAAIGHT:
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Poona_Edition Kumbakonam Manuscripts of Southern
with Editi the Southern R f
Bhavadipa uon Recension ecension
Chapter. Chapter.
Chapter. P Chapter. ;
|
223 225 214 ¢ 183
224 226 " ”
225 227 2156 184
226 228 216 186
227 Iy » ”
228 » 14 ”

” 229 217 186
229 2 »” "
230 230 218 187
281 231 219 188.

” 232 220 .
232 233 Omitted. Omitted,
233 234 221 189
234 235 222 190
235 236 223 191
236 237 224 192
237 238 225 198
238 239 226 194
239 240 227 195
240 241 228 196
241 242 229 197
242 243 230 198
248 244 231 199
244 245 282 200
245 246 233 201
246 247 234 202
247 248 235 203
248 249 236 204
249 250 237 * 205

» »” » * 206
250 251 ,, 207
251 252 238 208
252 253 239 209
253(1-15) 254(1-15) 240(1-15) 210(1-15)

» (16-29) ., (16-29) Omitted. Omitted.
254 255

”

”

+ F-g—ITEr: SRTATIGHIE:

* F-F—HIY AAIATEGANE:
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Poona .ﬁf'twn Kumbakonam hf,:‘:‘lssc"t%ts of Southern
If . Edition outnern Recension
Bhavadipa Chant Recension Chanter
Chapter. apter. Chapter. pter.
255 266 240(16-40) 210(16~40)
256 267 241 211
267 258 242 212
258 259 243 213
259 260 244 214
” »” » 215
260 261 245 216
261 262 246 217
262 263 Onmitted. Onmitted.
263 264 ) R
264 265 247 218
266 266 248 219
266 267 249 220
267 268 | 250 231
268 269 251 222
269 270 252 223
270 743 253 224
271 i 272 254 225
272(1-28) | 278(1-31) 256 226
» (29-81) s (32-83) Omitted, Omitted.
273 274 257 227
274 276 2568 228
276 276 259 229
276 277 260 230
277 278 261 231
» e, ” 232
278 ' 279 262 233
279 280 263 234
280 281 264 236
281 282 265 236
282 283 266 237
283 284 267 238
284 286 268 + 239
285 286 269 240
286 287 270 241
287 288 271 242
288 289 272 243
289 290 273 244

1 |a—wRy svrrafiT
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1

Poona Edition Manuscripts of o
with KunElg'akonam the Southern Southqm
i ition . Recension
Bhavadipa Chapter Recension | Chapt
Chapter. pier Chapter. % apter.
290 201 274 245
291 292 275 246
292 293 276 247
293 294 a7 248
294 295 278 249
295 296 279 260
296 297 280 251
207 298 281 252
298 299 282 253
209 300 288 254
300 301 284 255
301 302 285 256
302 803 286 257
803 304 287 258
304 305 288 269
305 806 289 260
306 307 290 261
807 308 201 262
308 309 202 263
309 310 293 264
310 311 294, 265
311 312 295 266
312 318 296 267
313(1-21) 314(1~23%) 297(1-24) 268 (1~23)
2 (3}—19) 1} (3*"17#) » Omitted. ” Omitted
2 ‘20"86) » (1S§'83) ” (3‘}’71) ” (3*"71)
» (87-118) » (89-120) » Omitted » Omitted
» (119-1338) » (121-136) » (72-86) s (72~86)
314 315 208 269
3156 + Omitted. Omitted., Omitted
T swam: griaorEERy AR sy

Madras.

The Presidency College, }

80—4—1934.

P. P. S. SASTRI.
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It will be seen from the foregoing concordance
that the scheme of chapters followed in our printed
Text of the Southern Recension follows closely that
of the Grantha edition printed at Sarabhojiraja-
puram Tanjore District, in 1895. The Grantha
Edition recognises clearly the additions in the
Northern Recension and prints them also in the body
of the Text as afy@®®r: (page 723) or abqsreqr:
(page 608). We have adopted the scheme of chapters
found in the Grantha Edition, as this accords exactly
with the enumeration of the number of chapters for
the Vana Parvan in the Anukramanikadhyaya of
both the Northern and the Southern Recensions.

In regard to the scheme of Sub-Parvas in the
Vana Parvan, we have divided the contents of the
Vana Parvan into appropriate sub-parvasas narrated
in detail in the Anukramanikadhyaya of the South-
ern  Recension. The concordance (IV) shows
distinctly the variations from the Southern Recen-
sion. These variations are, however, common to the
Grantha, Kumbakonam and Poona Editions and are
in accordance with the scheme of sub-parvas narra-
ted in the Anukramanikadhyaya belonging to the

Northern Recension.
C II—¥2
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The total number of stanzas printed in the
Text of the Southern Recension comes to 11,136
which is short by 528; the number of stanzas
according to the Anukramanikadhyaya of the Vana
Parvan, according to both Recensions is 11664.
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With regard to the Vana Parvan also, it is
possible to mark a Text clearly as Southern or
Northern according as it has or omits particular
chapters and incidents, characteristic of each Recen-

sion.

A few of the more important distinctive

features of the Southern Recension of the Vana
Parvan are noticed below.

i.

o

iii.

iv.

.
L

The Southern Recension omits the dialogue
and fight between Dasaratha-Rama and
Parasurama narrated in stanzas 33-71 of
chapter 99 of the Northern Recension.

The Southern Recension omits the incidents
narrated in chapter 142 of the Northern
Recension.

The Southern Recension omits the incidents
narrated in chapters 193-198, of the North-
ern Recension.

The Southern Recension omits chapter 232
of the Northern Recension wherein the
several names of Skanda and a prayer in
praise of Skanda are narrated.

The Southern Recension omits the questions
and answers between the Yaksa and
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Yudhisthira contained in stanzas 87-118
of chapter 313 of the Northern Recension.
Some of these questions and answers are
very popular and frequently quoted-

vi. The Northern Recension has, for its last
chapter, chapter 315, which is the first
chapter of the Virata Parvan according to
the Southern Recension.

The Presidency College, } P. P. S. SASTRI
Madras. T s
30—4-—1984. Editor.

Note—The standard Edition of the Northern Recension is the Poona-
Edition with Bhavadipa.
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