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PREFACE.

L

This publication entitled "NALADIAR URAI-
VALAM" contains the text and three standard
commentaries of "NALADIYAR"”, the wellknown
ancient Tamul classic of four hundred stanzas
dealing with Ethics, Politics and Erotics (sinw,
Qurger, ®aruw) It 15 needless to point out that
this classc holds an equal posihon with
»Tirukkural’ 1n point of poetical merit and value

of subject-matter.

Though several editions of this classic have
appeared with some commentary or other, shll
there 1s no edition giving a faithful version of
any of the three standard commentaries that now
appear 1n this publication The best-known
among the three commentaries 15 that of
PADUMANAR who 1s said to have been respon-
sible for the classihication of the four hundred
verses 1nto several sections or “Adhikaras”
But his commentary has not been faithfully
reproduced in any edition that has hitherto
appeared, though every editor has been caretul to
state that his commentary 1s 'based’ on Padu-
manar's The second commentary in the present
edition 1s by DHARUMANAR, and it sees the hght
of day for the first time 1n this edition. The
commentary 1s found preserved only 1n this
hibrary and our edition 1s based on 1it. The
third commentary 1s a judicious combination of
the views of the first two commentators, expressed
in clear language. 'The name of the author does



(4)

not find a place 1n the manuscript. It has
therefore been named "Vilakka Urai” or the
‘clear commentary’ by our editors.

The work has been carefully edited by
our Tamil Pandit, Sr1 S. Muthuratna Mudaliar,
and Vidwan Sri1 M. R. Kandasam: Pillai, Tamil
Pandit, Tirthapathi High School, Ambasamudram
Parallel quotations (guyavuu@f), instances where
the text 1s quoted as authority (GupGsrdvgs), and
special notes have been added for every stanza
Lists have been appended at the end, of special
usages and vocabulary occuring 1n the text. An
alphabetical hist of the beginnings of the stanzas
has also been given. Sr1 S. Rajagopalan, Copying
clerk of the Library has rendered valuable
service 1n carefully copying the text, tracing the
quotations, noting the special usages, and compi-
ling the alphabetical list Our thanks are due to
the two Pandits and the copying clerk for
their valuable services.

This publication has been 1ssued 1 two
volumes of convenient size [t 1s hoped that
this edition will be found useful by scholars
who have felt the need for a standard edition
of the classic

We are grateful to the Government of
Madras for their timely grants that have helped
us to publish this and other valuable manus-
cripts of our library

Saraswathi1 Mahal, ) S. GOPALAN
Tanjore, ’ ’
20—10—-53 Hon. Secretary.
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