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Introduction

Ramayana and Mahabharata, the great epics of India stand
foremost in the whole range of Indian literature for their literary
eminence and for the great moral influence which they command not
only among the Hindu society but also among others who come under
their sway. Of these, the Ramayana of Valmiki is considered to be
one of the favourite epics of the country as it deals with the more
essential facts and events necessary for securing perfection in family
life in its various aspects according to Hindu conception. On account
of this special feature, the popular story of Ramayana or particular
portions of it, have been often taken up by innumerable authors and
poets of India and woven beautifully in their own languages, In
Kannada literature, there are several works on Ramayana, written in
various forms and metres such as Campu, Vacana and Satpadi by
different authors namely Pampa Ramayana of Abhinava Pampa,
Torave Ramayani by Kumara Valmiki, Kumudendu Ramayana by
Kumudendu Kavi etc. The Ramayana of Abhinava Pampa is based
on the Jaina traditions and has no comparison with the work of
Valmiki except the title. The other works, although based on the
original work of Valmiki, seem to have given greater attention to the
poetic effect. But the Ramayana of Poet Venkamatya deserves
special attention as it is composed in Vardhaka Satpadi the gem of
Kannada metres and very closely follows the Ramayana of Valmiki in
every detail. No other Satpadi poet has written the whole Ramayana
in Vardhaka satpadi metre. It is for this reason that this work
is taken up for publication for the benefit of the Kannadigas and
those who are interested in Kannada literature.

The present work Sundarakanda is taken from a single palm-leaf
manuscript of Ramayana by Venkamatya, preserved in the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, bearing Kannada D. No. 1731.
It is stated in the end that the whole work contains 195 chapters and
9865 verses. But some portions in the beginning and more than half of
the portion in Aranyakanda are wanting. The condition of the
manuscript and mode of writing are good. Sundarakanda is complete
in 22 sandhis and 1070 verses. In the beginning of each Sandhi, the poet
has given the substance of the story contained therein. The author
has succeeded in giving us a beautiful and faithful version of the
immortal story as recorded by Valmiki besides giving the colour of his

.own individul ideas and ideals for the general benefit of Kannada
readers. The language is quite simple and lucid. The literary and
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poetic excellence of this unique work can be observed not only by
scholars but also by Kannada populace. It will be found that the
poem is teeming with excellent and simple figures of speech.

It is said in the Karnataka Kavicarite that the author of this
work Venkamatya is the son of Ramapuri Hampeyamatya. His mother
was Vamambe. The poet says that he acquired the poetic skill by
the blessings of Anjaneya. His other works are Indirabhyudaya,
Hanumadvilasa and Alankaramanidarpana. It is stated that
Venkamatya was the Minister of Hyderali Khan, King of Mysore.
Hence, his date may be 1770 A. D.

It is hoped that this popular work will be widely read and
appreciated in the whole of Karnataka.

My thanks are due to Sri V. Hanumanthachar, M.A., L.T.,
Librarian and Sri P. Subraya Bhat, Pandit of this library for
preparing the press copy and correcting the proofs, I have also to
thank the Sreevathsa Press for completing the printing in an
efficient manner within a short period.

Gout. Oriental Mss, Library, T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Madyras. } Curator.
3—1—1952.
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BULLETIN OF THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MAN USCRIPTS
LIBRARY, MADRAS.

AN APPEAL.

The Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, is unique in point
of variety and vastness of collections covering a very wide field of Indian Litera.
ture in Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Mahratt, Arabie, Persian
and Urdu. The dates of several of the manuseripts go back to many hundreds of
years. From an academic point of view, these ecollections contain some very
interesting specimens of Literary, Scientific, Historical and Artistic importance.
A large number of them have not yet been printed and some of them are available
only in this Library. With a view to placing these manuscripts in the bands of
the public in a printed form, the Government of Madras were pleased to sanction
the starting of a BULLETIN under the auspices of the Government Oriental
Manuseripts Library. For the present only two numbers are issued in a year.
They contain eritical editions of original works in Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, Malayalam, Mahratti, Persian and Urdu. The annual subseription
is only Rs. 4 inland and 8 shillings foreign. Scholars, Patrons of Culture,
Universities, Public Libraries and Educational Institutions are requested to
enrol themselves as susbseribers for this Bulletin and thus encourage the cause
of Oriental Studies and Culture.

A few copies of back numbers areavailable for sale, post free, at the follow-
ing prices which should be sent in advance.

Vol. T, No. 2, July to December, 1948 .. Rs. 2.
Vol. 11, 1949 .. Rs. 4.
Vol. I11, 1950 .. Rs. 4.
Vol. 1V, 1951 .. Rs. 4.

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Curator,
Government Oriental Manuscripts Inbrary.

TRIPLICANE,
Mapras-§.



LIST OF CATALOGUES PUBLISHED BY THE

GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS LIBRARY,

MADRAS.
SANSKRIT.
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUES.
Numbers.

* Vol. I.—Part I, Vedic Literature . 1to 46
* Vol, [.—Part I1. Vedic Literature . 47 to 245
* Vol. I —Part I1I. Vedic Literature .. 246 to 852
* Vol. 11.—Vedic Literature .. 83101245
* Vol, III.—Grammar, Lexicography aod Prosody .. 1246 to 1805
* Vol. IV —Part I. Ithihisa and Purina .. 1806 to 2337
* Vol. IV.—Part II. Upapurinas and S.halamahatmyas .. 2338t0 2610
* Vol. V.—~Dharma$istra .. 261140 3045
* Vol. VI.—Dharma$astra .. 3046 to 3427

* Vol, VII.—Dharma$astra 3428 to 3872

* Vol. V1II.—Arthaéastra, Kima§astra and Systems of Indi;\;-x

Philosophy—Nyaya .. 3873104334
Vol. IX.—Systems of Indian Philosophy—Vaiéesika, Yoga,
Mimdmsa and Vedinta-Advaita Philosophy 4335 to 4780

* Vol. X.—Systems of Indian Philosophy—Dyvaita, Vidistadvaita

and $aiva Vedintas 4781 to 5172

* Vol XI[.—Systems of Indian Philosophy .. 5123to 5558
Vol. XI!.—Religion .. 5550t0 6266
Vol. XIII.—Religion .. 6267 to 7006

* Vol. XiV.—Religion .. 7007 t0 7729

* Vol XV,—Religion .. 7730 to 8165

* Vol. XVI.—Religion, Vrata and Piija .. 8166 to 8780
Vol. XVI[.—Stotras .. 88l to 9357
Vol. XVII1.—Stotras—Prasamsa Stotras .. 0358 to 10540
Vol, XIX.—Stotras—PraSamsa Stotras .. 10541 to 11450
Vol XX.—Kivyas .. 11451 to 12143
Vol, XXI.—Kivyas .. 12144 to 12783

Vol. XXII.—Rhetoric, Poetics, Music, Dancing and Silpa
§astra ..12784 to 13068

Vol. XXIII.—Medicine ..13069 to 13381
Vol. XXIV,—]Jyotisa .. 13382 to 14076
* Vol. XXV.—Supplemental .. 14077 to 14560
Vol. XXVL.—Supplemental ..14561 to 15000
Vol. XXVII.—Supplemental .. 15001 to 15692
Vol. XXVIII.—Supplemental ..15693 to 16200
Vol. XXIX —Supplemental ..16201 to 16700
Vol. XXX.—Supplemental ..16701 to 17200
Vol. XXXI.—Supplemental ..17201 to 17700
TRIENNIAL CATALOGUES,
* Vol. I-A (1911—13) . 1to 342
* Vol. I-B (1911—13) . 343 t0 573
* Vol. I-C (1911—13) . 574 to 801
Vol. 1I-A (1914—16) .. 802to0 1329
Vol.II-B (1914—16) .. 1330 to 1456
Vol. II-C (1914—16) .. 1457 to 1942
* Vol. I11-A (1917—19) .. 1943 to 2348
* Vol. 111-B (1917—19) . . 2349 to 2679
* Vol. I111-C (1917—19) .. 2680 to 2894
Vol. IV-A (1920—22) .. 2895 to 3203
Vol. IV-B (1920—22) . 3204 to 3634
Vol. IV-C (1920—22) .. 3635 to 4155

* Vol, V-A ( 923—-25; .. 4156 to 4300
* Vol, V-B (1923—25 .. 4301 to 4415

Price,
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SANSK RIT—contd.
TRIENNIAL CATALOGUES—(cont.)

Number. Price,
RS. A, P.

* Vol. V-C (1923—25) .. 4416 to 5041 512 0
Vol. VI (1926—28) < 5042105380 10 0 0
Vol. VII (1929—31) .. 5381 to 5532 214 ¢
Vol. VIIT (1931-32—1933-34) .. 5533 to 5700 140
Vol. 1X (1934—37) .. 5701 to 5996 6 00
Vol. X-A (1937-38 to 1939-40) - 5997 106496 1410 0
Vol. X-B and X-C (1937-38 to 1939-40) o 6497 t0 7496 In the press.

GENERAL.
Alphabetical Index of Sanskrit Manuscripts, Part I, . 1312 0
Alphabetical Index of Sanskrit Manuscripts, Part I1 .. 000
Alphabetical Index of San<krit Manuscripts, Part I11 . 360
Author Index of Sanskrit Manuscripts .. 18090
TAMIL,
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUES.
Vol. I.—Alphabet, Primer. Lexicography, Grammar and
Literature . . Lto 511 114 0
Vol. 11L.—Itihasa, Purana, Religien and Philosophy (Vaisna-
vism) . . . - Sl2tol122 2 2 0
Vol. IIL.—Religion and Philosophy (Saivism) .. 1123 10 1620 600
Vol, 1V.—Religion and Philosophy (Satvism) .. 16”1to 1867 310 0
Vol. V.—Alchemy, Medicine, Magic, Witchcraft and Supplement 1868 to 2173 6 00
Vol. VI.—Miscellaneous .. 2174 t0 2725 1912 0
Vol. V1I.—Local Records .. 2726 02949 13 4 0
Vol. VIII.—Local Records .. 2950 to 3169 In the press.
TRIENNIAL CATALOGUES.
Vol. I.—Miscellaneous (1910-13) .. 110114 160
Vol. IL.—Miscellaneous (1914-16) .. 115to0 310 414 0
Vol. I1I.—Miscellaneous (1917-19) .. 311 to 409 500
Vol. IV.—Miscellaneous (1920-22) .. 410 to 535 500
Vol. V.—Miscellaneous (1923-25) .. 536 to 859 6 80
Vol. VI.—Miscellaneous (1926-28) .. 800 to 952 410 0
Vol. VII.—Miscellaneous (1929-34) .. 953 t0 1055 260
Vol. VIII.—Miscellaneous (1935-43) .. 1056 to 1473 3414 0
Vol. IX.—Miscellaneous (1944-49) .. 1474t01605 13 8 0
GENERAL.
Alphabetical Tndex of Tamil Manuscripts. Vol. T 540
Alphabetical Index of Tamil Manuscripts, Vol. II . 1260
Alphabetical Index of Tamil Manuscripts, Vol. 1II Local
ecords . . . 860
Author Index of Tamil Manuscripts 310 0
TELUGU.
DEscrIPTIVE CATALOGUES,
Vol. I.—Ithihdsa, Puriga and Mahitmya .. 1to 369 212 0
Vol. II (1).—Sigira Prabandhas .. 370 to 616 100
Vol. II (2).—S§rngira Prabandhas .. 617 to 806 400
Vol. 111.—Smgira Prabandhas .. 807 to 941 314 0
Vol. IV.—Prabzndhas—Dvipadakivya .. 942 to 1221 512 0
Vol. V.—Grammar, Prosody and Lexicography .. 1222 to 1395 360
Vol. VI.—Vacana Kivyas .. 1396 to 1466 140
Vol. VIL.—Satakas .. 1467 to 1833 560
Vol, VIII.—Yaksaginams and Dandakams .. 1834 to 2040 410 0
Vol. 1X.—Vedinta . .. 2041t02273 2112 0
Vol. X.—Ganita and Jyotisa .. 227410239 13 0 0
Vol, XI.—Medicine ' .. 2400 to 2481 6 80
Vol. X1I.—Music (Sangita) .. 2482 to 2592 760
Vol. XI1I.—History . .. 2593102657 414 0
Vol. XIV.—Local tracts (Mackenzie Collections) .. 1 to 150 In the press.
TRIENNIAL CATALOGUES,

* Vol. I.- Miscellaneons (1910-13) .. 1t0137 160
Vol. II.—Miscellaneous (1913-16) .. 13810292 260
Vol. I1I.—Miscellaneous (1916-19) .. 29310539 6 00
Vol. 1V.—Miscellaneous 1919-22) .. 560 to715 714 0
Vol, V,—Miscellaneous (1922-28) .. 716 t0 812 300
Vol. VI.—Miscellaneous (1928-41) ,. 813t01069 2512 ¢



4

TELUGU—s0nid,
GENERAL.
Alphabetical Index of Telugu Manuscripts
\ KANNADA,

DisCriprive CATALOGUES.

Vol I —Grammar, Lexicography, Prosody, Itihdsa and Puriua
Vol. 11.—Itihdsa and Puripa
Vol. Il1l.—Religion—Agama
'Vol. 1V.—Religion—Agama, Virasaiva and Christianity
Vol. V.—Religion and Kavyas
Vol. VI.—Kivyas
GENERAL,

Alphabetical Index of Kannada Manuscripts

MALAYALAM.,
DEscrIpTIVE CATALOGUES.
Vol. 1 stcellaneous

Vol. 11
GENERAL.
Alphabetical Index of Malayalam Manuscripts
SLAMIC LANGUAGES,

Descriptive Catalogue of Islamlc Manuscripts, Vol. I

Descriptive Catalogue of 1slamic Manuscripts, Vol. I1

A'phabetical Index of Urdu Manuscripts

Al habetical Index of Persian Manuscripts

Alphabeucal Index of Arabic Manuscripts
MARATHI.

Alphabetical Index of Marathi Manuscripts

Subject Index ot Mar3thi Manuscripts
Descriptive Catalogue of Marithi Manuscripts—Kaifiyats

110 351
352 to 368

In the press.

2 4

9

coocoQ

} Inonevolume 914 0

In the press.

N. B.—*The books marked with an asterisk are out of stock.



LIST OF BOOKS PUBLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT
ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS LIBRARY, MADRAS,
UNDER THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL

MANUSCRIPTS SERIES.

Serial
Number

S ad AR

D

N o o

10.
11.

12,
13.

14,
15,

16.
17.

18.

19.
20.

21,
2.

Name of the work.

*S a r va-siddhanta-
sangraha
3Gapita-sarasangraha

Padya-cidimani  with
commentar

Brahma -siddhi with
commentary
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