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() The “MSS.” here is nearly destroyed by worms, I trust I
may be excused if I have in these, and in all similar instances which
may occur, misrendered the original,

( » ) This passage is obscure and I think defective. The sense
however is apparent.
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( r ) for Uiy or (Ssa which occurs in this, as in many other
books, throughout the isnids.
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( r ) Worm-caten.
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( r ) See aslel under art. &2<; where this passage is quoted.

( » ) Wormeaten.

( © ) Sic. The Lexicons do not give, for this word, an appropriate
meaning. It may be intended for 19%y%5 but I rather suspect the word
ghould be [58,45 « Etnbarking or skinning trees.” Al-Johari in his (‘}ihah

gives it in this sense, but the Qimoos does not.
( & ) This passage is the substance of a Tradition.
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( * ) Worm-eaten, not a letter remaining.
( » ) Worm-eaten.

(*©) A & remaining.
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(r) Worm-eaten, the word appears more hke l»a: than lm

(r ) Iamvery doubtful of this word an | and part of a s remain.
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See Qoran Soorah AlImran. Zamakhshari in his commentary gives
the first portion only of this account, and says it was Salim mawle Abi

Hodzaifah who washed the blood from Mokammad's face. Sale follows
Al-Baidhawi but has not translated correctly. Vide his Qoran, p. 50, n.
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(r) See Qorin Soorah 65l="v Chap. 69, V. 5, also Chap. 17, V. 8,
( » ) Worm-eaten.
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( ) Died A. H.153. 8o say Khalifah and a number of Authors
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(r) Worm-eaten. =~ () In the original, this word was

apparently at first written W/ but the point above is crossed out
by a fatak, and a distinctly written point given below. I hesitate to
alter so venerable and accurately written a MS.
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( » ) Born at Isfahan, A, H. 472, died A. H. 576. Ibn Khallikin
gives him a very high character, and states, that the Wazir of the Gover-
nor of Egypt built a College for him. He calls his great grandfather
Mokammad not Akmad. Sce Art. Al bil) No.43. Bd. Wiis-,
tenfeld. -
~ (1©) The MSR. here is unfortunately very bad. What remains is
almost illegible; it took me eight days to make out this passage, but
of the correctness of it now, I am satisfied. This is the only place

throughout the MS., we have the Transcriber’s sanad complete to Abf
Isma’ail,
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(r) Worm-eaten. ( r) This passage is rather inelegant.
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( r ) Worm-eaten.

(r) Wiqidi says, Harth b. Hisham died at 7'4'aoon ’Amw4s, and
that all his contemporaries (Historians) were agreed on this point.
Madaiini states that he became a martyr at the battle of Yarmook ; and
Ibn S’ad, on the authority of Habib b. Thabit, gives the same account.
Ibn Lohai’aah relates a tale regarding him, that occurred in the
Khilafat of Othman, Ibn Hajar and others however think Ibn Lohai’aah
untrustworthy.

Sohail b. Amr, Ibn $’ad says, died at T4'aoon 'Amwés,—Khalifah
he was killed at the battle of Marj Qoffar; others that he w
killed at Yarmook. Nawawi upholds the latter opinion, Ibn IIajar
gives the preference to the opinion of Ibn S’ad.

"Tkrimah b. Abi Jahl, according to Zabari was killed, at Ajnadain, and
this is the opinion of most authors on the subject; Waqidi says, Histo-
rians did not dispute it. Ibn Ishaq notwithstanding, who lived, or
rather died, 56 or 57 years before Waqidi, says, he was killed at
Yarmook, others at Marj (T)oﬁ'ar. (I¢dbah. Tahzib-al-Asma. Tadzhib-
Tahzib-al-Kamal., Asmé-rijél-al-Mishkét &e.)

( =) Qobros, i. e. Cyprus was conquered by Mo’awiyah A.H.
27. The conquest is remarkable for the death of Omm Haram wife of
'Obédah b. al-Camit, this event being prophesied by Mokammad.
Dzohabi says, Omm Harém died after the taking of Cyprus, A. H. 27.
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( r ) Worm-eaten.
( 7 ) Sic. Lam of opinion the 4 here is redindant, &l) 42/ is an
oath which was not unfrequently used by the Arabs, had the J not been -

so distinctly written, I should have read it alj, ,.:u which has occurred
before.
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(r) This gentleman has been confounded with his namesake

b. al-Azwar; good authors such as Ibn S’ad, &c. say, he (the former)
was killed at Yamdmah. Al-Bokhari in his Tarikh, (apud I¢abah,)
says Dhirér b. al-Azwar was killed in the reign of Abi Bakr.

( » ) Thisname has given me considerable trouble. My authorities

(MSS.) unfortunately, are singularly at fault. Dzohabi in the Tadzhib-al-
Tahdzib. (No.80. Bengal Asiatic Society’s Library,) has «azaJ| but ac-

cording to the position of the word in the dictionary, it apparently should
be wiuali or probably wsaiuall. In the Taqrib-al-Tahdzib the name is

written as in the text above, but is placed after w!ye, The Qimoos
contains no such word as «ire but I find casite ““the name of a man.”

The Biog. Dic’s of Ibn Khallikan and Nawaw{ have neither. ? «aJt
— b e of — (N Y 8 o Al ous 2 ey
228 wale (ol oVl A ode () dem® Usment [ 4 ] — i
In the copy from ( cazoelt cuaedd ) gas y &sy 5 4 &y Wyssly el

which I quote this passage; our author’'s name is written » d‘.‘.*f"‘l
v_vhich, as the MS. is a very bad one, and the name in other
places is written correctly, I have taken the liberty of correcting.
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( v ) Worm-eaten. ( » ) Ibn Hajar gives this account in
almost the same words, on the authority of ‘Omar b. Shabbah. This
‘Omar is a later author than Aboo Isma'afl; he died A. H. 262.

( ) Sic
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( r ) Ibn Khallikdn (No.549 Ed. Wiistd.) places Obollah * four
parasangs, or a day’s journey, from Bagrah ;” the parasang was
about 6000 yards.

(" ) Ibn S’ad (apud Igibah Art. Harth. b. ’Omar b. Haram) states
as follows &350 o1y Le oawt o S’ad and Harth were brothers.

S'afd is unknown to me; the passage seems moreover incorrect, unless

we read 3! for.y : otherwise S'ad should have been particularized by the
mention of his father, tribe, &ec.
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(r) ‘Worm-eaten.
( r ) For other accounts of this campaign I would refer my readers.

to the pages of the ““ Taberistanensis” or History of Tabari (Vol.IIL part
1lst,) edited, with Latin translation, by Kosegarten. Zhbari’s account
consists chiefly of extracts from the works of Ibn Iskaq, [died A. H. 150 or
151.] Saif b.’Omar-al-Tamimi, [died A. H. 170 or after] and Ibn al-Kalbi-
the Genealogist, [died A.H. 204,] all, we may almost say, contempo-
raries of Abf Ismé’ail. Ibn Iskaq flourished however somewhat earlier,
and Hisham later.
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(r)A~and $ two points below, and a point above remain
of this name, I canuot find in the Biog. Dict.’s of Nawawi, Dzohabi,
Ibn Khallikén, Ibn Hajar, Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, &c. any name that will

warrant, under these circumstances, the conjunction of (» with & but

in the Qdmoos I find ey o Balm,
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( ) Ibn al-Kalbi has evidently taken his account of these ma,tters
from Abf Isma'afl. At the present day under similar circumstances

an author would not escape the stigma of plagiarism. Compare Tabam
Vol. I1. part 1st, p. 6. Ed. Kosegarten,
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( ) Worm-eaten. ( F ) Died A. H. 144. Mojalid did not
bear a high character ; for which reason Aboo Isma'ail corroborates his

evidence by the testimony of Qésim, whose veracity could not be called
in question.
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(1) Died A. H. 145. ¥ poi0 wamilll 05 oo cuslea gomy
e 5 M o (o) Wl 5 Rl gle BB - gl e
Biog. Dic. of Nawawi, Ed. Wiistfd. p. 167. See al-Bokhéri. also
The Taisir-ol-wagool, Calcutta edition, p. 338. Tabari Vol. 1L part 1st,
p. 46. Nawawi’s Biog. Die., p. 224. This speech of Khalid's is also to
be found in the « Isti’adb,” the “ Igabah,” and I have no doubt in some
hundred other books. The authors of all the books I have mentioned
(T'abari excepted) quote al-Bokhéri, yet not one agrees precisely with the
other in his version How great a boon to the oriental scholar would
a correct edition of this—on the Hadith—great authority’s work be P

( » ) Worm-eaten,
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( * ) Here the name is clearly written as above, Itis not improg
bable the man’s name was o/ as it is rendered by Saif b. ’Omar.
‘The change of an Arabic for a Persian termination can be easily
understood.

( r ) IbnIskiq calls him simply Ibn Caloobd, Ibn ‘Omar,—mean-
ing the same person, for he has this name in the superscription of Kha-
lid's treaty—Calooba b. Hastoona, and Ibn al-Kalbi Bogbohri b. Calooba,
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( r ) Worm-eaten.

( ” ) These two words I have no doubt should be similar, but
1 am at fault regarding them, and as I before mentioned the « MS.”
is two carefully written to warrant an honest Editor in taking liberties
with it.



(09)
TRt & o) Lo altyy Lage et 5 ine c:vui“é) Zai,
NIt St oy ke &3phene ﬁ)‘“cﬁ(u%' P<) G oo
el sy o3 el Jar oLy ol ola JUs t»fﬁ, a.;fi-:, dic
2o Gals 61 1535 oS 2oty o pt) i U1 W1 o A5 o))
Tt it Spaiv 6 &) (aicbl G Siyh 136 loae o1 01 (Sl
asle 81 gho A1 Jyuy digs OB 19i63 ¥ o 1y, Y1 :'a?) b ol s
psale Al gl g iy Jlatl s o Sl Y (e diles (g

w R
IV STIRY VPRV

(R i3 g siyb o

gb‘.s')l'-,sill o Gl gha s 5)1::"’ o G,‘aﬁalé ol o8 JB

J.’S’.h jueey) Ty ‘.3 L;)Laim PSS ! 9wt ) Odmw JL‘., !;,.;::n
Tm& al doa uula;, ol i dlala o o adiy wldRTl
ot o oy 408 At po 0 oy ko 1 <l g yudlt yan ,_.,5;,

’ . . N ra [ Y
el SUS wlad Uy gradelt (o 0dlo ) o B3 1 L) u‘;-‘«’

( v ) Worm-eaten.

(1) 108 pgw () Sarae ) (Bic) pdd 2 dida ) QU o yaes
! Ot ! ERda 3 Gl ) aes 96 9-051," JB s u-" Jss
s oV oty debialy Al fale o W gt (AR g

(laindi ) oyl (o DA &) e E5,S0)



(1)
ot AL gl ) (el omm o pdy il g w5 al ealry
Ji 159 DS gy padlisl opdS aeliilals sl shax® syl
eI @S o W s §35 Llm SIS peie Gty BUA! 0 u-w u*:;
Wles 3 it ! S0 gl iy o) J_.J-‘ﬂl_ a4 gl zytﬂ 2
J':"u:" A gy Jis, &ic & ) wles o Jw I Wbl o
s g Uind)) 5 1A pl dboy (o yeill pad it JUo lpea

Gpait dbia ! u*"*u JB 5 Uay dibo &3 gode s (g)laill e

( T ) Inthe copy of the Igabah I have used, I find the following
passage egico liiw Glols yeill amt U g o oaldl (o e
ot o e Al s g die Ol o eles e gl e
et O WP Giwo ahwU But if we are to give credence to

Ibn Iskdq’s statement, or that of his transcriber viz. that his own
grandfather was amongst these very prisoners, his testimony on this

point should be good. He says (apud Tabari part 2. vol. lst p. 128.)
SNt g1 e ond B Ll dbasfyadt AL Uit (o 5 adla 10 (auey
Broe (il 0f oY 022520 92y WU gy Free gl Llawdt AL o S
i §9; J_‘J)ao &Ut»:yl, L) 9—\) oo badll ,3.\&011 uj)” Fosssy
ax® 3o g0 5 jlat g ST 2 0 3l0 (M o [.» S TP
@'Jffbl;vw a2 (ot kbl (o &0 () it g e B
wlede g dyo Wb wuj.a,)l:"l o o u’“‘"“" ,.J‘,-)(«A-‘}h ]
wins &k 5 (el g alie o) JUB aadyd) o OIS Sy e (2

2+ (See alsoIbn Khallikan No. 623.) There is evidently some error in
the text above, which I have not attempted to correct. It was originally

as follows gs)“'l)é:*' ! whe ol A g U35 but s+ has been

interclated and JY2 added on the margin; adopting an excellent
oriental custom I subjoin, W/l all,
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( r ) Died according to Khalifah (apud Dzohabi’s Biog. Dict.
No. 80. Lbry. As. Soc.) A.H.133. He was the younger brother of
'Abd al-Ra%mén "before mentioned (See p. 31. n.) and died young i. e.
under 60 years of age.
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"( r) Ibn Iskiq adds the four following distiches.
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" ( * ) This account is so similar to Ibn Iskiq’s, that my remark at
yage 53 regarding Ibn al-Kalbi might be here applied to Abi Isma’ail.
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Unfortunately however, in this instance Ibn Isk4q’s sanad, the only TRUE
test is wanting. I would give qur Author the benefit of the doubt.

( r ) Worm-eaten.

( P ) Ibn Iskéq (apud Tabari) writes yg+=5 Saif ditto. The LOXI-
cons do not give @S in the sense it is here used.
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( r ) Thisname Ihave never met before,and at first read it Y'aqoob,

but the transcriber to avoid all possibility of its being supposed to be
a clerical error, has written on the marginina bold hand ()3 s Cyans

3s+= Ibn Hajar likewise read it Yaqoob. I find in his Biog. Dict. of the
Companions the following passage, which I quote entire, (. yiay
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(r ) Worm—eaten.

( ™ ) Having now fairly settled Khalid in Syria, for the convenience ‘
of my readers, I give abstracts of his journey as detailed by our Author
and—as far as the meagreness of my sources of information will permit

—other old writers. . s yaJ; - CLU - ey - doles)) ((daslem o Js)
Pl 2

el s - gobe W e L @Y s L edIYl - gy 00
S I L S P LR T I PSPt [P P |
» (34woy &by Tbn Iskdq the oldest writer, it will be observed, does

not differ very materially from Abi Ismé’ail. . &oleal) (G=*1 et ds’)
o dsyw - B3 - el gas . Bpaa - padYl - Logaeyls . LI We next have
the account of Saif b. ’Omar. His History is somewhat confused and
I have found great difficulty in making this abstract. I have not been
able from the study of his ésndds to discover, that more than one account
is related. It would appear that Army Head Quarters were fixed at
Hirah for some time, and that from this place, Khalid made predatory
expeditions to some distance. I would remark however that the
Hawran here mentioned, must not be mistaken for that of Syria;
there was a place of this name, situated about 15 or 20 miles from
Alyos. Regarding Dawmat al-Jandal situated so very far south, I can
only mention that Zabari states, that leaving his Army, Khalid made
the pilgrimage to Makkah, for which moreover he was severely repri-
manded by Abf Bakr . el . wblyS)) < delalt (s Saw o5 )
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After Saif follows Ibn al-Kalbi. We have the account also of Ibn
Shabbah but as he lived a century later than Aboo Ism#’ail (See. p. 45.
n.) I do not add it. - E(eif! - doleat - (IS o= (0 pw Js)
- L\Sob 3_).\5 -)l@.iyl u,..\!yt

2 This word is pointed Alfs, that following it Alyos. 3 From Hirah Khalid
detached a division to Béngfa (see text). 4 From this place divisions were sent to
Hugid and Khandfis under the respective commands of al-Q’aqé’a and Ab{ Laila.
5 The places between brackets are mentioned simply as being passed on the road.
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r ) Worm-eaten.

* ) The meaning of this word is “a few moments ;> when an Arab
nilked a camel dry, he then put the young camel to the teat for a
nt which, tkey say, immediately produced a fresh flow of milk,
the camel was remilked, and this short interval was called Ub"
Gls3 yo Folan)t »? was a saying of the Prophets. The word is by no
s uncommon and I notice it, simply as shewing the wonderful
1sness of the language.
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( r ) Worm-eaten. .
( r ) Sic. The ésndd is evidently faulty. It will be observed that

al-Mosafyab relates on the authority of his Great-great-grand-father, who
moreover does not appear to have an eve-witness: his son Y'aboob
would be, the proper authority.
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( r ) Sahlb.S’ad, Waqidi says was the last of the Companions who
died (A. H. 91) at Madinah. "According to a.l-Bokhé.ri (apud Tadzhib
al-Tahdzib) he died A. H. 88.
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( r ) N'oman. b. Moqarrin (apud Taisir, from Abi Dédood and
Tirmidzi) says *I fought in several battles with the Prophet of God,
and he rested (i. e. he did not fight) from day-break till sun-rise. As soon
as it rose, he gave battle and fought till noon. He then rested again
until the sun commenced to decliie. ‘When this "took place he fought

~ again until the afternoon prayer (_mas)i ) He then rested until he
bad said prayers.. After this he fought again and used to say. ‘At,
these times the breezes of victory are in motion.”” Both Moslim and
al-Bokhari have on the authority of 'Abd Allah, b. Abi Awf4, that one
day the Prophet waited till afternoon. Mohammad’s enemies must
certainly have been, to say the least of it, very polite.
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( T ) This must be a mistake of the transcribers. The text should,
I think, run ;.,Uaé"l 2 e8¢0 o1l 21 9%y  Their respective pedigrees
are as follows.

S'aid. b. Zaid.b. ’‘Amr. b. .
»s - 'Omar. b. al-Khattab b. }Nofaﬂ.

By this it will appear that the relationship should be removed once
more. The names of the other nine companions alluded to above, were
Aboo Bakr, ’Omar, 'Othmén, *Al, Zalkah, Zobair, Aboo 'Obaidah, com-
monly called Ibn al-Jarrés, Abd al-Rakméan b. ’Awf, and S’ad b. Abi
Waqqdg. They are collectively known as the ’Asharat al-Mobashsharah,
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( *") Regarding the battle in which AbAn met his death, there are
ag_ usual rather conflicting accounts ; most good authors however agree
with ‘Abi Tsmé’ail. The passage marked above appears to me some-
what obscure. - The Qamoos, the Gikék of Jawharf, Nikidiyah, Moshériq
al-Anwar, &e. do not give for Somaq an applicable meaning ; I extract
however the following passa.gé from the Bakral-Jawahir which will I think
explain the sentence. &x:(J; & WY S=Y ey syal Gy a0 ubu

el Jlewdts (A1 ghiy LA AU 5 Ll ¢ (S iy
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( ™ ) See page 65, n.
( * ) Worm-eaten.
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{ r ) Worm-eaten.
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( * ) The accounts of most authors regardmg this battle agreo
with that given above by AbiIsma’afl: good authors for the most part
also agree with him regarding the companions killed at Ajnédain. It
must not however be forgotten that in those days it was not, unfor-
tunately, the custom for Generals to enter into details in their very
curt dispatches, (vide Khalid's dispatch preceding page) and we have
not on record, that any history of these momentous occurrences was
written for many years afterwards, in consequence of which, much
confusion has taken place. I extract a passage from Ibn Iskéq's account
below ; he does not mention Abén b. Said amongst the killed, but
Moosa b. 'Aqbéh (died A. H. 141) I find—apud Isti'adb—does. Ibn

Tehdq says. (solom 1o skt il 38 @l fim 3 sl dndy il
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( r ) Ibn Khalooyah—died A. H. 370,—(apud I¢ibah) in writing to
Saif al-Dawlah, quotes these verses and ascribes them to 'Abd al-R;.ahmén.
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( r ) Worm-eaten.
( » ) Although the order of battle may have been the same, some
alteration appears to have taken place in the distribution of commands.

At the battle of Ajnidain, §'aid b. ’Aémir commanded the left ng,
(See text p. 76).
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r ) See next page note.
r ) Worm-eaten.
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( T ) See Qoran Soorah Anfal Chap. 8, v. 1. S'ad b. Abi Waqqéq
having lost his brother ’Omair at the battle of Badr, killed (in return)
8'aid b. al’A4g, and taking his sword, demanded it as a gift from the
Prophet. Mohammad in the words of S’ad, replied. ¢ ¢ This (sword) is
neither mine nor thine, cast it amongst the spoils.’ ” I cast it down”
continues S’ad, “and departed with a grief on account of my brother’a
death, that God only knew ; but I had not long gone before, down came
the Soorah Anfil and the Prophet (calling to me) said ¢ you asked me
regarding the sword when it was not mine (to give) since that time it
has become mine, 80 go thy way and take it.” He then repeated «$isJlws
du'ljm w*® " For this Anecdote I am indebted to al-Baidhiwi. Re-
garding the descent of the Soorash however Zamakhshari and others
give different explanations, but I leave that subject for Commentators.
At the Battle of Honain iz re¢ Abi Qatddah, we find (al-Bokhari MS.
No. 75, B. As. Soc.) the Prophet deciding as follows. & %5 Jis o”®
&l 4l &y &de,  Other riles for the division of spoil will be found

in the 8th Chap. Qoran. The Hadith I have quoted, was in'frequent
use amongst Generals, to incite their soldiers to deeds of valour, the

generalissimo, subject to the prescribed rules, having the distribution of
the whole.
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r ) Regarding the date of Abi Bakr’s death, we find in the ac-
ts of our authorities the usual discrepancies. Aboo Ism#’ail, it will
»served, does not express any doubt as to the cause of it: from the

noreover of the verb g’)s it appears that he does not support the
on that he was poisoned. This latter story does not seem to me to
evidence of truth ; allowing that an insidious poison might act on
ystem, before completing the work of destruction for a year (or for
al, a8 we read of those used by Italian Courtezans, &e.) it is highly
obable—notwithstanding to give colour perhaps to the story, it
ded that al- Harth was a physician—that Aboo Bakr’s companion
»diately on partaking of the food, could have discovered that it
poisoned. I cannot find that Ibn Iskiaq has mentioned the matter
L. Ibn Hajar relates the story on the authority of Ibn S’ad from
i and accepts it as true, but I find that Z'abari, although he also
i this tale on other authority, makes Ibn S’ad relate—on the autho-
of three separate ¢sndds, including that of Waqidi, and also Zohri
d to Adyishah,—the other account, viz. that Aboo Bakr died of
>, brought on by bathing on a very cold day. It isalmostsuperfluous
|d that Aboo al-Fida, Ibn Hajar, Ibn Khallikdn, and al later writers
»nly be considered as authorities when quoting early historians.
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( 7 ) Ibn Hajar says on the authority of Abi Mohnif (an Author and
contemporary with our Historian) that ’'Omar wrote to Abi "Obaidah im-
mediately after his accession, and sent his letter by the hands of Yarfda.
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( T ) The sense of this passage is very clear; yet for the Hadith
in which the same words occur—I extract from the Moshariq al-Anwhr
awedl g oYt ¢l ey —Commentators give several interpretations,
It is probable the writers of the letter in the text above, used them in
the sense 'they understood them to have been used by the Prophet.
The disagreement of commentators should, in my humble opinion,
be the watch-word for the cautious reader, to investigate Aimself
the truth.

( ¥ ) See Qorin Soorah Ttriq.
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( ) Here I regret to say, a leaf of the valuable MS. is wanting.
It is hardly to be hoped that another copy can be procured, but I have
given intimation of my wants in some of the most likely quarters in India,
and should I be successful before the completion of this work, an Appen-
dix will contain the missing portions.

( ” ) Worm-eaten.
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( T ) This sanad appears to me imperfect, but not having ’Amr’s tribe
or family, it is difficult to determine who he may be. In the Biog. Dict.
of Dzohabi, I find but one 'Amr b, ’Abd-al-RaAmén, on whose authority
al-Zohri related facts. Cafwan is the man with whom ’Aayishah, on her
return to Madinah with the Prophet, from the affair with the Bani Mosta-
liq, was accused of committing an indiscretion. The story is tobe found in
all Biographies of Mohammad and all commentaries on the Qoran (See
Soorah Noor.) The only inference to be drawn from the whole affair,

appears to me to be, that no alteration has, up to the present day,
taken place in the social and moral condition of Moslim ladies since the
year one of the Mohammadan Era. The circumstance placed the Prophet
certainly in what may be termed a fix.
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( r ) Ibn Hajar after quoting Aboo Isma’ail states as follows:
W e F (00 o Ll o 0emT Bk e Sles o) g AL
““’“‘*u’ oy (S &l e =0 o Rl wF M, o
It will be observed the isndd from Mohammad b. Ibrahim is similar
to that in the text above. The word g‘“‘&i" I in the copy of the I¢abah I
have used might be any thing, but after reference to my authorities I can-
not correct either. “ Adham b. Mokriz” says Aboo Hatim al- Sajlstanl,
“ was one of those who was blessed with long life ( u‘)“‘" ! u’ 85 ) he
lived till the time-of ’Abd al-Malik b. Marwan :* he visited him, and his
head was like that of an Ostrich,” i, e. with only a few grey hairs onit.
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(r) Worm-;;wn.
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( 7 ) This man is called by some the son of S’ad others make a dis-
tinction between them, and say there were two separate individuals,
Habis b. S'ad and Habis b. S’aid. Y .

. . 0

( ) The following is the verse alluded to. '-—UJI o..Ubo “J.y
n ’,110 ,o')at LX) »N9% ) ’)/’;11'), N9

d.») ’L""U‘)"") 5[..».’,_,.40 uﬂd'tj\.’) 5lm.’uao g.ll.J' 94)3
. s o 97
Aé’u Sow sL&3 See Qoran Soorah Al 'Imran, Chap. 3.
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( » ) See all Biographies of Mokammad, battle of Okad for the cele-
brated lines usually ascribed to Hind bt’ Otbah. '
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( * ) Qorén Soorah A’arif.
( » ) Qoran Soorah Tawbah.
~ ( *) Worm-eaten.
( ® ) Qorén Soorsh Ya-Sin.
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(r) If weareto place full confidence in the author of this History,
—who, it must be remembered, lived nearly a century before the author
of the first Canonical work (that of Imém Malik not being included
in the six) and several centuries before the existence of any now-extant
commentary on the Qorén—the above few lines are of some importance.
It will be observed that the law for both Fornication, Robbery, &ec. as
described by M’o4dz is clear, distinet, and laid down without any restric-
tions. It might be said that M’ofidz simply thought it necessary to
mention the general principle, but the matter under discussion had
reference to the Khalifah, and at that time the administration of affairs
was in the hands of 'Omar, who being a Mohgin, the Law, as admi-
nistered up to the present day, skould award death. This law is based
on the Sonan ; it is not supported by any passage in the Qorén: we
have however many statements on good authority that the * Stoning
verse”—I extract from the Tafsirat al-AZmadiyah— i ly i
@Sa 5150 Aty &t 0 Y6 Ledgaays W5 131 originally did exist. The
Authors of the six canonial works, al-Naséf excepted, state that ’Omar said
he had both seen and read the verse in question, and that he would most
certainly have entered it in the Qoran, but he feared men would say he
had added it himself. We have also scores of goad Hadith to prove that
the Prophet kimse{f stoned for the crime ; but I cannot find that he did
8o after the descent of the now-extant verse on the subject (vide Qordn
Soorah Noor). Aboo Iskéq al-Shaibini—apud Taisir, &c. says, “I
asked Ibn Abi Awfi, ‘Did the Prophet of God stone?’ He replied,
¢Yes,’—I said ‘Before or after (the descent of) the Soorah Noor?f’
And he answered, ‘I do not know.’” If the verse ever existed :—Could
it have been erased after the accusation of *Adyishah? It is a remark-
able, and very singular coincidence that there is not, I believe, any
verse to be found either in the Hebrew Pentateuch, or in the Septu.
agint directing the stoning of adulterers. (Compare Lev. xx. 2. 10; John
viii. 5.) This was not lost sight of by Mokammad, nor did he fail to
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use it against the Jews. (See Qordn Soorah al-Maidah.) Itis fortu-
nate for Moslims that their Prophet thought proper, by the strictness
of the Legal proofs he prescribed, virtually to abrogate the Law for the
punishment of adultery. The Moslims were not blind to this and S’ad.
b. ’Obédah twitting him on this head said, But my good Prophet  If X
catch a man with my wife am I (insvead of killing him) to run and look
for four witnessesP” Mokammad nothing abashed laconically answered
“Yes :"—But Moiammad was an amorous Prophet. The law for
robbery also, is restricted, defined, and enlarged, according to the opinions
of the Divines, but when the Prophet said, « If Fatimah, the daughter of -
Mokammad, stole, I would cut off her hand,” he made no specification as
to the number of dinars, &c. To enlarge on this subject would require a
volume and is the province of the commentator. I simply draw attention
to it because it is to such ancient works as this of Aboo Ism4’afl, of which
we have 8o very few, that we must look for the solving of disputed
questions. To repeat the errors of later authors is not creditable.
( * ) Qorén Soorah Bagarah. J.2.r. 7.

«r) ., » Al Imran. J. 3.r. 4.
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( ¢ ) OneoftheHoly Trinity (S8ee Qordn Soorah Maidah.) J.6.r. 14.
( » ) The Virgin Mary.
® ( * ) Qoran Soorah Bani Ierdil. J.15.r. 5.
( &) Ahmad (Paraclete being read Periclyte.) The story is too
well known to require notice. A facetious, but certainly a most happy,

exposition of its absurdity, will be found at page 142 of Dr. Sprenger’s
_valuable Work. “The Life of MoAammmad.”

( 1 ) Worm-eaten.
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( r ) Regarding Wathilah’s name and pedigree there are so many
opinions it is difficult to select that of any writer. (i osw (1 JW
Wyas g Laea g (3o (u seb wla yut JB 5 oLii S35 o3 dibai Uat e
( &:le! ) According to some he died A. H. 83 at the advanced age of 105,

but Wiqidi (apud the I¢abah) says, he died A. H. 85 at the age of 87
being the last of the Companions who died at Damaseus.
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( » ) Said’s cognomen was Aboo Okaikah.
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( 7 ) Icannot but think this is incorrect. It would be quite cor-
rect in a letter addressed to Abi Bakr, because 'Abd Allah was his
name ; but it appears to me that although it might have been a point of
humility with the first Khalifahs to style themselves the servants of God,
(see p. 123), it woyld be bordering on insult for atother to address them
as such. More confident am I in this opinion from the fact, that it
appears the etigquette of placing the name of the superior (the Khalifah)
before that of the inferior, be he the writer or person written to, is
strictly observed ; and further that were it correct these words should
be written twice at the beginning of all letters to Abi Bakr. Later
authors will not guide us, a8 the primative and simple style of letter-
writing was soon abandoned for grandiloquent addresses of get form,
full of fulsome compliment and unmea.nmg sentences.
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(v ) Al-Zobair b. Bakkar (died A. H. 256), (apud Igibah), says
Ghwos Blol ogm [ wbls ] 8y ol

(' ” ) Dzohabi calls this person 8'ad not 8'aid but it is probably an
error as I find in one place he has named him 8’aid. ocelg® 3 O
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( r ) Al-Dawlabi (died A. H. 320), (apud Igabah) relates this same
account on the same authority, viz. Adham b. Mokriz. It is to be
regretted we have not his sanad without which nothing is satisfactory.
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having doubts as to whether Mo/riz was a companion or not, has
noticed him twice. It is a singular coincidence that the proof of what I
had suspeeted and ‘which I was so anxious to obtain should have
escaped 1y notice when before referring to this name. Aboo Ismé’ail
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~ ( r ) The following I extract from Dzohabi's Tadzhib al Tahdzib,
the 1st Vol. of which I have only lately had the use of (see n. p. 35).
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( ' ) Aboo Khiddsh's name was Habban b. Zaid, I do not find the
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( ¥ ) The following passage I extract from the Isti’aab. It is to be
ragretted, we cannot always obtain the authority for statements to be
found in later authors, the want of such data frequently renders what
might be highly probable, simply probable, or, if found in a work of a
doubtful character, reduces the probability to a bare possibility. &! Js,y
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) Qorian Soordh Al 'Tmrén. J.3.r.14.and J. 4. r. 5. Tt will
'ved that Bihan is the speaker, and although it would appear
author had some intention to represent him as having a lean-
ards Islamism, I am yet at a loss to account for his quoting
om the Qoran. This relation is not given on the authority of
anion, but the author has very properly traced it to one of the
a christianized Arab. And although there is nothing I deprecate
an the attempts of an Editor to explain away the faults of 4is
hor, I would mention that there are certain texts of the Qoran,
2 the above is one, that are so frequently in the mouths of
3, that they become almost identified with the ideas they embody.
scldom seen even a Persian work on ethics that did not contain
above. Again it will be noticed that the oppressed villager
rom the use of the words ¢ &xdJ1 (J#1”> I take to have been a
akes use of the form of salutation ‘:,AQJI wdie U g1’ These,
very words of our Holy Scripture, ‘“O King, live for ever,”
v. 7.) which would not only not have occurred to every Arab,
mknown to most. Under any circumstances however we must
+h passages with suspicion, and the only conclusion I would mysélf
»m the above is, that it is one, and a very strong one, of the
roofs of the fictitiousness of all the set speeches to be found in
'8 made prior to the introduction of reporting, or at least to the

n of the art of printing. ‘ o
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(r) This name is here written J&’ ! and having but one MS. I
have no means of ascertaining which is the correct reading.

( ™ ) It does not appear to me correct that this relater should pray -
for Mokammad. It is not however proper for Moslims to write even the
name of the Prophet without the customary invocation :—Or from the use
at page 155 of the words Lil,ai =S it might appear that at the time
of making the relation, the narrator had accepted the faith, when the
utterance of the above formula would not be out of place.
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( v ) In the following passage extracted from the I¢abah, Iam at aloss

to know what Fotook of Aboo 'Obaidah’s Ibn Hajar alludes to. M’amar,
wrote the Fotooks of Armenia and Ahwaz, but none other that I am
aware of. The construction of the sentence would not, I fear, admit of
the words “ al-Fotooh” being rendered otherwise than by the title of a
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( r ) al-Ajlak (died A. H. 145) it would appear, from the following
extract from the Tadzhib al-Tahdzib did not bear a very high character,
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(r) I regret to have to notice the loss of another leaf. Judging
from the context, however, the omission is in this instance of very trivial

import.
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( ) Though not satisfied with it, I have written the word which
the remains of the MS. would best justify.
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(r) It is curious to notice how most nations have endeavoured

to exalt the magnitude of their victories, by over-estimating the num- -
bers of the enemy they may have defeated. Saif. b, ’Omar, apud Tabari
(p- 94) I observe, states the number of the Greeks at the battle of
Yarmook to have been 240,000. Others have exceeded this number and
brought it up to 600,000, and even 800,000. Al-Makin in his abridged
History is more modest and adhering to his text has computed their
pumbers at 240,000 men. Yet the lowest number is no doubt highly
exaggerated. Not worse however than the Persian hosts of Plato
(500,000) and others, at the battle of Marathon, nor yet anything like
as bad as the Herodotonian millions of Xerxes’ army. It is easy to be
mistaken in these matters. Sir Eyre Coote  states the forces of Hy-
der Ally in the Battle of Porto Novo, 1st July, 1781, to have been
from 140 to 150,000 horse and irregular Infantry, besides 25 Battalions
of regulars; when it is certa.m the whole did not exceed 80,000
(Wilk’s Hist. &e.) .

( r ) Worm-eaten.
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(r) Ibm Iskiq (apud Tabari) relaies this story very similarly, ex-
cept that he says this affair took place before the battle of Ajnadain
and that the name of the man sent instead of being al-Darnaidr was

al-Qangalér.
( ) Worm-eaten.
( ¢ ) See Note page 104.
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(r) ‘Worm-eaten.
(r) See note page 43. It w1ll be observed that my surmises

therein contained are correct ; but although I looked over all the isndds
of this book previously, it is evident I did not do so with sufficient care.

( ¢ ) On the margin here is written the word ‘s)w' but as it
might be either I have left the text as it was in the MS.

( & ) Qorin 8. Fajr. J. 30. r. 14.

( v ) Qorin 8. Shams.. J. 30. r. 16..
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(r) ‘Worm-eaten.
(™) Ibn Hajar in noticing this person quotes our author. I sub-
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< (v ) Worm-eaten.
( ) For Baif b. 'Omar al-Tamimi’s disposition of the Moslim

forces and his account of thu ba.ttle, seo kaari Vol. IL p. 98 and
subsequent pages. '
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( ¢ ) Iwould call attention to the above passage As speclfymg

the campaigus in which the Companions of these several tribes were en-
gaged it is of considerable importance.
(r ) Thus in the MS.

() ‘Worm-eaten.
s ') Qorin 8. al-Noor. J.17.1,13.
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( r ) Qorin 8. al-Bagarah. J.2.r.3.

(") Worm-eaten.

( ) The words between bra,ckets appear to me redundant.

(o) )N)ns lgio ‘.,)h‘.ﬁ.)rd A Hadith of Abi Horairah (Apud
the Nihayah of Ibn al-Athir.)
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( © ) There appears to have been some confusion of persons of this
name, and biographers have discussed the point at some length. Ibn
al-Kalbi, however, who is considered, I believe, to have been the best
Arabian genealogist, agrees with our author :—(J,&s 1658 &\w ORY) &.')a
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(r ) Sie. Al-Zofail was himself styled Dzoo al-Noor. The origin
of the sobriget is too well known to need repetition.

( r ) This, I should say, is evidently a clerical error. The vowel
points are given, as above, in the MS,
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( + ) Although the MS. here is twther bad, sufficient remains to

render me satisfied with the name given in the text. Theindividual is an-
known to me, nor can I find, in any authority, a name in any way similar.
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( v ) On the margin here the following words are written in the
hand writing of the transcriber. &9 Je)l (9 o8/ I notice it sim-
ply to show with what care the MS. upon which this text is founded,
has been copied. '

( » ) This story is related (apud Ighibah) by Abf Hodzaifah, in
almost the same words, of a person called Qiy4thah b. Osamah. There
has evidently been some confusion of names. See my note p. 5, 1. 15,
of the Fotoo ascribed to al-Waqidi.
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( # ) Of al-N'omén Ibn Hajar has the following notice. It will be
observed that on the authority of the above passage he has included
him among the Companions of the Prophet. u-oxf.s" | Erem® (3 lenl
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( * ) Idonot find this and the subsequent story of Malik al-Ash-
tar as related here elsewhere. I subjoin as comprising in a few lines
a good notice of him from al-Dzohabi’s Tadzhib al-Tahdzhib, (., &Ule
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( T ) On the margin here are written the following words in the same
hand.writing as the MS. %! ey

( ¥ ) Worm-eaten.

( ¢ ) See Zabari V. II p. 106. It is the same story I suspeet that
Saif b. ’Omar has there, somewhat differently, related.
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( » ) There is evidently something wrong here. Our author appears
to have been too careful a writer to deal in such Hadith as those called
Morsal or Mongat’a, yet from the style of this relation and of those
following it, it would appear that ’Obaid Allah the brother of the learn-
ed and celebrated Companion was meant, whereas he must have died
‘before Abo Isma’ail was born. wled &ia [&Ulw ] wle &l g6
(o> &2y &1pam 2 025 503 4l (G (505 1N YUy irsall amed
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( r ) Worm-eaten.
( » ) As to who this personage may have beep, having but his name

and that of his father, and these of a class of which the number aro
legion, it is difficult to say :—The riwdyat appears faulty.
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( r ) Worm-eaten.

( » ) Ibn Hajar in noticing this Companion quotes our author, and
also another apparently old writer on these wars whose work I have
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(r ) I am not quite satisfied with this word. What remains of it

in the MS. looks more like &S&# but I know of no such word or place.
The word JA signifies “ mud” or “ heavy and marshy ground.” In the

Qémoos I find the words %+ * W «Water mixed with mud or allme."
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( t ) This personage is usually styled K’ab al-A%bér,and some igno-
rant Zdtids call him K'’ab al-Akhbar; but the name as written in the MS.
(according at least to both al-Firawzdbadi and al-Jawhari) is correct.
To K’ab, if we except perhaps Wahb b. Monabbih, have been ascribed
more fables than any person I know of, whose name is to be met with in
Moslim literature.

(r) ‘Worm-eaten.
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(r) The fable here related is to be fop.ml in the Fotook ascribed

to al-Waqidi but no where else that I am aware of. Passages involving
prophecies must always be viewed with suspicion, but here we do
not need such circumstantial evidence ; our isndd is quite sufficient.
K’ab it will be admitted was certainly given to romancing; Shahr was
not strong ; (see Ibn Qotaibah, p. 228,) and *A¢aa it is stated was a liar.
I subjoin the following notice of the latter persanage from al-Dzohabi’s

Tadzhib. (1 5 () e Sa= 5t bl (g par] g;l'xx}l R
cad K g doloan 5 oIl& (i doySe 5 g By gM—UI wleds
Eylall 02 g shed ot &t 0as g wlalf (2 oamee g Kalae (2 sleay oo o
SIS e YU, 5"-‘-‘ ot e ot JB Rty Epla (2 wis ey
(SO IG5 (B ] 510 5 JB 5 evas S gy (ol YG,
Gid gl wf SE 1 KoyKe e &1 alyy aloa Cale W w0 ol
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( r ) Ibn Qotaibah (p. 50) says the above mentioned family was a
large one of the Lakhm tribe which derived its name from () _woa

f*’ Professor Wiistenfeld writes u»>> I have however preserved the
vowel points I found in the MS.
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( r ) The orders, contained in the following passage from the Tai-
sir al-Wogool which are given on the authority of five of the great Canons,
are those on the subject, and are of very considerable importance. (.,e

gl oo dt Y pleoy dale ally (Lo &l gy JU JU () ggtmo 1
9—‘)’! eilads g u.».b m aly d,«-) g-w, all 9 UINUIM,JM

( ™ ) Hisham b. *Orwah, died A. H. 146 (See Nawawi p. 207 Ibn
Qotaibah p. 115, &e.
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( r ) The plague at ’Amwés appears to have been the first of that
nature that we have any mention of in Moslim History. Ibn Qotaibah
gives a list of subsequent plagues for which see his Kitab al M’adrif
p- 292. The following description of the nature of this plague is ex--

tracted from the Bakr al-Jowahir, ool y FIWIK == juro L4 4yyelb
o0d ol go g, abel ) el o3 ot ﬁsj' 25 sl
o oSl ol _pail ol gyl &lya yrayy ClelUY 5 laded) §5lE” 10 350
Al-Jazari (apud his Nihayah) states (s Usll 5 ple)l (ool @yl
o 01091 5 Eanyoll &1 OwmES 19e)) &S Sty
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( r ) Al-Hakim al-Naisaboori (died A. H. 405) gives an extract in
one of his works from an old author which I copy from Ibn Hajar's
Dictionary of the Companions. It will be observed that the passage in

the text and the following are with slight differences the same. zJ>! 3
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( 7 ) See Qorin S. al-’Araf. J.9.r. 6.



(ree)

s 555 ol 5 als Al SLio G e gl 5 alai 5o s ale 4,805
A=Ilall wpe s oS3 Byess Ky dany 88 5 5 yus [ JU ]l.fu..d J&s
yie g ) e), L(L» ‘.: o Ylapaisl &io ol&e J1s s,,,tuo .Iuy ‘.wy KUY

1o A W/

115‘..{.»),_,.. usjuuw J6 ly Gs ,_,s.b.w U&,anwb,u.)b

" S8 L oS,
Pbd))ta}lun&lhﬁ(m u' :.;:“ g»u dl,u),-\o«'runua,ﬁ
&)Udmor-‘ Sl &yls !L‘: &Ul&aj wlo g is lbl’ﬂlwb
£l eyt Mol Unay dany & SKEG Sne onb al3ke g Slas
Fany &lgo g; i1 Iyles! ¢! Jus ..q..}h: Jadt asle) g0 156 JB
151 5 Tt 281 iy B3 daall 15505 o Ui 0 pSIat 0 s (8
(Sony ol Bppe a8 Uy 12055 1S5 ot iF Sams L pSoie Lo
Ahi,ﬁiﬂl,ﬁ.&,ﬁﬁ,ﬁmuﬁf&'v,nrun,'.ﬁwyﬁs 1yadel o
do Usa aay &85 GL JU adislls @i (gym oy pladneld

fr w w . . v ra
o Sha U.S:‘.lx}d..'w Mbdﬂiaum.\gl.:)le
. . - . . ..w
&ilydy 5 aale &ll] dos) Ja o Slae dyoy

" w . e éA L™ we . R " -
Up & all  adiy gwwéugdm@nq’de)gbu‘)b

- s 2. . . . et . o gt
,w;:%smdwmﬁg%.usawg;@a‘,&www
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( ¥ ) What Aboo M’ashar is mentioned above it is not easy to
determine. The usual personage meant when this konyat only is
given is Nujiz, a mawld of the Bani Makhzoom or Bani Hashim, but
he died 15 or 20 years later than any other author whom Aboo Isma’ail
quotes, which renders me doubtful.

( r ) Worm-eaten.
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(') Worm-eaten.
( ™) Qorén S. Bagarah, J.2.r.3.
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APPENDIX.

These few pages of the MS, are in such a bad state of
preservation, that I must request theindulgence of the reader
for all errors that may be found in them. The opening of
this volume commences from where this extract leaves off.
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From the frequency of their recurrence, the names of the
following individuals—
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ISNADS

Thave extracted and alphabetically arranged below, our
author’s list of Isndds, a plan which I feel confident will be ac-
ceptable to the readers of this work, besides being particularly
convenient for those who wigh to consult it, chiefly for the
information to be obtained from these valuable records.
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(v ) Thb idea suggested itself to me that this might be a clerical

error, but I have not been able to ascertain how many sons Solaik had,
or their names.
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against Ceesarea, and he also wrote. a circular letter to all the,
commanders who were in Syria, telling them to obey Yazid,
whom he had appointed his Commander-in-Chief. a

On Yazid’s appointment he issued instructions to the differ-
ent Commanders to join him forthwith, as he, purposed, in ac-
cordance with the orders of ’Omar, marching against Ceesarea. &
To Habib b Moslimah he gave command of the advance guard,
and the former soon reached Csesarea, but the garrison sallied
out and forced him to fall back towards the main body ¢ and
on the arrival of Yazid a fierce encounter ensued. The fight
was long and apparently severe, but the enemy could not with-
stand the fierce charges of the Moslims, and at last they fled in
confusion within the walls of their city, leaving behind them
on the field of battle, a large number of killed and wounded, d
They would not, however, surrender, and many of the garrison
bravely requested to be led out to glorious victory or honora-
ble death. ‘

The Moslims, in the meantime, had returned to their camp,
and were anything but prepared for a demonstration on the
part of the besieged whom they supposed to be quite prostrated.
It was not so however, and the whole garrison on a sudden
sallied forth, and falling on one of the flanks of the Moslims,
the latter were completely taken by surprise. They quickly
formed however, and after some very severe fighting they com-
pletely routed the enemy, of whom they killed 5,000, the re-
maining few having succeeded with difficulty in making good
their retreat within the city.

Yazid, seeing Caesarea could not hold out long, marched away
leaving M’oéwiyah to continue the siege, and in a very short
time after, this, one of the last of the strongholds in Syria that
remained in the hands of the Romans, succumbed to the force
of the Moslim arms. e

‘a 260. b 251. ¢ 284. 4 255-6. e 257.
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Jabal, with whom he seems to have been on terms of the great.
est intimacy and friendship, to read the prayers, and M’oidz
Jn his discourse, took the opportunity of paying a handsome
tribute to the memory of his deceased friend and Command-
er., a Not many days after, M’04dz’s own son, ’Abd al-Rak-
mén, was seized with this fatal disease and was carried off in
a very short time. & M’oddz read the funeral service over him,
but had hardly returned from laying his remains in the grave,
when he himself was attacked ¢ and shortly after died. d Be-
fore his death he appointed* ’Amr b, al-’Adc to command
the army, and he read prayers over him and performed the last
offices. Besides those mentioned, moreover, there. was a very
large number of men died from this dreadful visitation.

This plague happened in the 18th year of the Hijrah. The
battle of Ajnidain took place on Saturday the 28th of Jomdd:
al-0old A. H. 13. Damascus surrendered on Sunday the
15th of Rajab A. H. 14. The battle of Fikl was fought on
Saturday the 22nd of the mouth of Dzoo al-Q adak,in the 16th
month of the Khalifat of ’Omar; and that of al-Yarmook,
which resulted in the destruction and complete overthrow of
the Romans, on the 5th of the month of Rajad A. H. 15. e

Aboo Ismé’ail now gives us the letter of M’oddz b. Jabal to
the Khalifah regarding the death of Aboo ’Obaidah, and also
that of ’Amr b. al-A4g reporting the demise of M’oadz b. Jabal. f

As soon as the intelligence of these events reached ’Omar, he
directed ’Abd Allah b. Qort to proceed to Himg, Aboo al-Dardda,
he ordered to Damascus, and the command of all the forces in
Syria he entrusted to Yazid b. Abi Sofydn. He afterwards
however removed ’Abd Allah b. Qor? from the Government of
Himg and appointed ’Obadah b al-Gamit thereto. g

’Omar soon afterwards ordered Yazid b. Abi Sofyédn to march

a 241. b 242. ¢ 243. d 244-5. e 246. S 247. ¢ 248.

* Aboo Isma’ail does ndt mention that M’oadz was himself appointed
to command by Aboo 'Obaidah before his death, he simply states that the
Amin dirested him to read the prayers. It would appear then that such
was considered tantamount to nominating him his successor. This point
when considered in connection with the disputes of the Shi'ahs and others,
with referencotothe right of succession to the Prophet, is of someimportance.
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of such conduct. The offender, in reply, admitted he wasa
Moslim, but denied that he knew it was forbidden by his reli-
gion, he however refused to put away either of the sisters and,
cursed the religion that required such a proceeding. On this
the Khalifah gave him a sound thrashing with a whip which
he held in his hand, and ordered him to put away one of the
women ; at the same time informing him of the Law, which
directed that he who professed the faith and apostatized, should
be put to death. a

Proceeding onwards he met a party of men who were tortur-
ing others by exposing them to the rays of the burning sun,
and pouring olive oil on their heads, because they denied their
ability to pay the legal revenue ; these, he released, ¢ for” said
he ““ I have heard the Messenger of God say, ¢ Torture no one,
for verily whoso tortureth men in this world God will torture
him on the day of judgment. & On arriving at the W4di al-
Qoré, a case came before him in which an old man had per-
mitted a young one to share his wife’s bed, on condition that
the latter tended his flocks. ’Omar directed the old man to
take his wife to himself, and informed the young man that if he
found him at such conduct again, he would put him to death. ¢

The first thing ’Omar did on entering Madinah, was to go
straight to the Masjid of the Prophet, and having said the ne-
cessary two rak’ats, he ascended the pulpit and informed the as-
sembled Moslims,—who had congregated about him in great
numbers to tender him their congratulations on his safe return
—that they owed much to the Lord for all his mercies in having
vouchsafed to them such victories over their enemies, and such
acquisitions both in lands and wealth. d

Our author now makes a considerable bound, and proceeds
to inform us that the Moslims remained in Syria under com-
mand of Aboo ’Obaidah three years after the departure of ’Omar,
after which they were visited by a deadly’plague (wy*\&/1) which
carried off a very large number of their body ; and the excellent
and respected Aboo ’Obaidah, himself, appears to have been one
of the first victims. d Before his death he directed M’oédz b. -

a 287-8. b 288. c 239. d 240.
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« Aboo ’Obaidah now sent to the garrison, intimating that the
Khalifah had arrived, and requesting them to lay down their
arms. This they agreed to, and a treaty having heen concluded
between them, ’Amr b, al-’Adc was made Governor of Palestine.
’Omar still remaingd in camp, and all the chiefs, Aboo ’Obaidah
excepted, invited him to visit them. That the General-in-Chief
alone should omit paying him this compliment, struck the
Khalifah as extremely odd, and one day, after speaking to him on
the subject, he proposed repairing to his tent. On entering it, he
found that this excellent Moslim, while others had adopted the
luxurious habits of their enemies, had nothing in his tent but
the saddle cloth of his horse for a carpet, and his saddle for a
pillow, some dry bread, a little salt, and an earthen vessel of
clear water. @ On seeing the primitive way in which the Ge-
neral-in-Chief lived, the Khalifah was highly delighted, and
with tearsin his eyes he thus addressed him : “ Thou indeed art
my brother: verily except thyself, there is not a man amongst
them who has not inclined towards this world.”

Shortly after, the hour of prayer arrived ; and ’Omar request-
ed of Bilél, the Abyssinian Moadzdzin of the Prophet, to give
the Adzdn. Bilél replied, that “ he had not intended to repeat
the Adzdn for any one after the death of the Messenger of God,
nevertheless he said he would accede to ’Omar’s request this
once.” On the companions hearing the well known voice of Bil4l
“ the remembrance of their Prophet (on whom be peace, &c.)
came into their minds, and they wept bitterly, and none more
so than Aboo ’Obaidah and M’oédz b. Jabal.” &

Our author here relates at some length ¢ a singular and
apparently legendary fable regarding the conversion of a cer-
tain man named K’ab al-Habr, an Arab Jew of Yaman.

?Omar, the object of his journey being accomplished, soon
after retraced his steps to Madinah, and our author relates a
few incidents of his journey, which though unimportant are not
altogether uninstructive. Passing by a watering place called
Dzét al-Minér, he was told of a man who had married two
sisters, Sending for the parties he pointed out the impropriety

e 131. & 232, ¢ 234-5-6..
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had retained the two leaves in his hand which were those of,a
tree under which he was sitting at the time. The Moslims im-
mediately assumed that Mokhaimas had been in Paradise; and
the two leaves were ever after preserved in the Treasury of the
Khalifahs. @ »

In the mean time the garrison of Jerusalem, getting some-
what straitened by the severity of the blockade, sent to Aboo
’Obaidah offering to capitulate on condition that the Khalifah,
himself, would come from Madinah and arrange with them the
terms of surrender, and ratify, besides, the treaty that should be
drawn up between them, with his own sign manual. @ This
the General, after binding them down strictly to keep to what
they had proposed, communicated by letter 4 to ’Omar, who, on
receipt thereof, immediately consulted with his adv1sers. ’ch-
mén thought it would be conferring too much honor op the
infidels were ’Omar to go, and was of opinion that to treat*them
with contempt was the best course ; but *Alyf, on the cantrary,
advised a compliance with their request, which, as it would
probably save the lives of many Moslims, could only, he con-
cluded, result in good. ’Omar admitted that there was much -
truth in what ’Othmén had advanced, yet determined to adopt
the council of ’Alyi; and having given the order to march, the
chief Moslims who were at Madinah, both Moh4§jirins and
Angérs, joined him, and accompanied by al->Abbés b. Abd al-
Mottalib, the venerable uncle of the Prophet, he' set out for
Jerusalem. ¢ N »

’Omar soon arrived at the Baif al-Magaddas, as Jerusalem is
called, and he there, to his great astonishment, discovered that
many of the Moslims had adopted something of the Roman
dress, appearing before him in silk and fine linen ; and that all
indulged in more luxurious food than was hitherto customary
with them. This was highly displeasing to the simple yet
sternly correct Khalifah, who, it is stated, ever remained simple
in his dress and in his food, preferring to continue the observ-
ance of those habits which became him in the life time of his
prophet, and that of Aboo Bakr, until the day of his death. 4
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Khalifah regarding the battle of al-Yarmook and the subse-
quent occurrences, and also ’Omar’s letter to him in reply, in
swhich, however, he simply acknowledged the receipt of the
Amin’s despatch, and informed him that all the praise for their
success was due te,God for his great mercy in assisting them,
for, without it, he added, we never could have been victorious
over such mighty hosts. a.

The Jerusalemites, in the mean time, had again refused to
surrender, and Aboo ’Obaidah immediately marched against
them and blockaded their city, guarding its approaches with
great strictness. The garrison made one or two sallies from the
city gates, but were soon driven within their walls again.

S’aid b. Zaid, it may be remembered, was left at Damascus,
and there getting intelligence of the siege of Jerusalem, he in-
stantly wrote to Aboo °Obaidah informing him that he never
intended that they should have all the fighting to themselves,
and adding that he had better relieve him the moment he
received his letter, as’he was about to join the army at once;
and the General, knowing he would carry out his threat, im-
mediately sent off Yazid b. Abi ’Sofyén to take command of
the post. &

A curiovs legend is here related of a certain man of the
Banf Nomair, named Mokhaimas b. Habis, who, it is stated, was
missing for some days. The Moslims supposed he had been
killed, but he suddenly re-appeared amongst them with two re-
markable and sweet-smelling green leaves, the like of which had
never been seen before. The man stated that he had tumbled
into.a well, and that, in falling, he had gradually descended,
until at last he alighted in a magnificent garden, the ground of
which was spread over with something of everything in exist-
ence, and things, indeed, of the existence of which no eartidy be-
ing had the remotest idea,—a place the most exquisitely delight-
ful, the breezes of which were sweeter than ever man had
known ;—that he had remained there during the time he was
absent from them, and would have been there still, had not a
person come, and, tuking him by the hand, led him back, but h
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The next morning al- Ashtar—who seems to have been sonre-
what jealous of Maisarah—returned with his detachment to
Aboo ’Obaidah, and Maisarah pushed on as far as Marj al
Qob4il, which is near Antioch, in pursuit of the Romans.

Al-Ashtar, having reached Aboo ’Obaidale’s camp, informed
him of what had occurred, with the exception of his. single com-
bat with the Roman, which he concealed. The Amin al-
Ommat, when he heard that Maisarah had gone in pursuit of
the Romans, felt compassion for his small body of Companions,
and sending to Aleppo for certain men, who were well acquaint-
ed with the road, he dispatched them with the following short
letter of instructions addressed to Maisarah b. Masrooq.

““ When my messenger shall reach you and you shall have
read this, my letter, return to me, and advance no further ; for
verily the safety of one Moslim is dearer to me than the entire
wealth of the infidels :—and peace be upon you.” @

This letter was safely delivered to Maisarah, who returned to
Head Quarters, and Aboo ’Obaidah having entered into a
peaceful compact with the people of Qinnisrin, and detached
Khilid in command of his advance guard, he commenced his
march towards Jerusalem. Passing by Himg, he left a divi-
sion there under command of Habib b. Moslimah which he
considered his frontier force ; and appointing S’aid b. Zaid to
command a second division which he left at Damascus, he
then continued his march until he arrived at al-Ordonna, from
whence he despatched a messenger to the people of Jeru-
salem, telling them to lay down their arms, and he would
grant them their lives and respect their property. This how-
ever they refused, so Aboo ’Obaidah wrote them a somewhat
more determined summons to surrender, informing them that
if they did not capitulate on his terms ‘““he would visit them
with men who loved death better than they did life, wine, and
hog’s flesh ; and”” added he, ““if I do, I shall not depart from
you, please God, until I have slain your men and taken your
children prisoners.” &

Onr author now gives us Aboo ’Obaidah’s despatch to the

a 218.. & 219,



36

“Art not thou” said he “the man who was most severe
upon me in the affair of Mokammad, the Arabian prophet,
when his letter and messenger reached me, and when verily
I inclined to accept that to which he invited me,and to pro-
fess his faith. «Yes, truly, of all men thou wert most severe
upon me, until I gave up that upon which I had firmly re-
solved. Why then didst thou not fight now in defence of my
kingdom, against the people and companions of (this very) Mo-
hammad, with a zeal proportionate to that with which you
deterred me from joining #Xis religion? Ho! strike off his
head ;—And the (guards) advanced and struck it off.” a

The emperor soon after gave the order to march for Con-
stantinople, and bid adieu to Syria for ever.

Khalid and the Moslims followed him to Qinnisrin, and from
thence to Halab (Aleppo). Here the people sought the shel-
ter of the walls of their city; but soon sued for peace, which
was granted.

Malik al-Ashtar requested Aboo ’Obaidah to give him the
command of a force in order that he might pursue the enemy.
The General gave him the command of three hundred men,
but told him not to go beyond a short distance from the main
army ; so he made predatory expeditions to the distance of a
day or two’s march from Aleppo. Maisarah b. Masrooq, also
went out in the direction of Qinnisrin, where he unexpectedly
came on a body of the enemy about 30,000 in number. & His
force only consisted of about 2,000 men, and with these he was
afraid to attack a body so much superior in strength ; but Malik
al-Ashtar, hearing of it, joined Maisarah with his three hundred
wmen, and the whole with loud shouts of Allaho Akbar, Allaho
Akbar, rushed on, charging the Romans with great impetuosity,
and putting them to flight. They rallied, however, again, on a
sinall rising ground, and al-Ashtar had a severe and long
single combat with their commander in which he received a
bad wound in the head, but he finally killed his opponent : ¢
the rest fought however until night concealed the combatants
from one another. '
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took place between Malik al-Ashtar and the Commander of a
body of men, who made a stand against Khélid, in his pursuit
of the fugitives, near Thaniyat al’Oqéb. Al-Ashtar having
killed his man, and the enemy being left without a leader, they
instantly took to flight. & )0

In the mean time Aboo ’Obaidah had followed in Khélid’s
wake with the rest of the army, and arriving at Himg he di-
rected the latter to proceed to Qinnisrin, which order Khilid
immediately carried out.

Heraclius all this time was at Antioch, and the first mtelll-
gence he received of the defeat of his mighty army, was from
one of the runaways. “What news ? (&Al)s») ”” said the Emperor
tohim. “Good news,” replied the man: “ God has confounded
and destroyed them.” At these words all the bystanders raised
shouts of joy and gladness ; but the king, more observant than
the rest, rebuked them, telling them that the man was a liar,
¢ for can you not see,’” said he, “ that he bears with him the very
appearance of a fugitive?”” &c. Again the Emperor enquired,
¢ What news 7’ but the man obstinately persisted in giving
his former reply.

While in this uncertainty, a christianized Arab of the tribe
of Tanookh, mounted on an Arab horse, appeared in sight. 4
¢¢ What news’ ? said the Cesar. ¢ Bad news,’”” was the reply ;
on which Heraclius cursed him, and turning to those near him
said, “ A bad man from a bad race has brought us bad news.”

At this moment a Roman General came flying in, and on
the usual question “ What news 7’ being put to him, he corro-
borated the intelligence of the Arab. ¢ And what has become
of Bahin?’ asked the Emperor, * Killed,” was the reply.
““Andsoandso? And so and so? And so and so? And so and
80?7’ continued Heraclius, naming some of his most renowned
Generals and Commanders, * Killed” replied the fugitive «“ All1”

The mingled grief and rage of Heraclius on hearing this dis-
astrous news exceeded all bounds, and fiercely attacking the
chief for his cowardice, he ordered him to be torn from his horse
and brought before him.
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*saw Khélid’s portion of the cavalry engaged with the enemy,
directed his men to charge, which they did so effectually that
‘they broke the Roman line, and Kh4lid seeing this, he redoubled
his efforts, so that the enemy were soon thrown into confusion.
Aboo ’Obaidah*now directed S’aid b. Zaid to advance and
charge, and the confusion of the enemy, increased by the great-
ness of their own numbers, was soon complete. Panic-stricken,
they fled in all directions, the Moslims pursuing and killing them
with merciless slaughter. A large body of them fled in the
direction of a rising ground, but the day being foggy, and
being hard pressed, they were unable to see that a deep pit or
precipice lay beyond it, and falling into or over this, about
100,000 of them perished. ¢ Indeed Aboo ’Obaidah sent Shad-
d4d b. Aws the next morning to bring him an account of their
number, and he, it is stated, counted with his stick upwards of
80,000 men, all with their necks broken from the fall, from
which that precipice was ever after named al-Ahwiyat, al-
Wdgoogah, or “the break-neck precipice.”” Besides this enor-
mous number, 50,000 lay dead on the field of battle. a

This fierce engagement over, Aboo ’Obaidah busied himself
in performing the last offices for the blessed Martyrs ‘may
God have mercy on them and reward them well for their
(deeds in) defence of Zsldm and its people.” But Khalid, boil-
ing with zeal for the faith, pursued the affrighted &dfirs, slaugh-
tering them ““in every valley, mountain pass, or village-suburb,
in which they might-have taken refuge,” until he reached the
very walls of Damascus. Here the inhabitants came out to
claim the advantages of their former treaty, which having
granted, Khélid again hotly pursued the fugitives, putting all
he came up with, instantly to the sword, until he reached Himg,
the former treaty of peace with the citizens of whlch city he
likewise admitted to be still in force. &

- QOur author here notices some disputes that occurred between
one or two of the Moslim Chiefs regarding the appointments
the Commander-in-Chief had made to Commands. He then
proceeds to narrate a gallant hand-to-hand encounter which
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20,000 of the enemy taking them in the rear, gained the cene
tre of the left wing. It was now that Khalid did such good
service ; leading on his cavalry he charged this division of the -
foe fiercely, putting 10,000, at once, to the sword, and driving
the rest wounded, and terror-stricken, in amongst the very tents
of the Moslims. Then, taking with him a thousand chosen
horsemen and charging the Roman line, he changed considera-
bly the aspect of affairs. a

The Roman left now wavered, and the Moslims did not neg-
lect to make good use of their advantage. The valiant Khalid
with his men still pressed forward, bearing down all opposition,
until they approached where al-Darnajar, the General command-
ing the left wing,—who appears to have been seized with a sud-
den panic—was calling out lustily to his soldiers to hide himn
from the fierce Moslims, ¢ for” said he, “I cannot look on them,”
—so0 he hid his face in his garment, and thus they slew him. 4

The left wing of the Moslims at first fared no better than
the right, for, being charged by the enemy’s right, a portion
gave way and were pursued to the very rear of their position.

It was at this moment, says Hanzilah b. Jowaiyah, that a body
of the enemy’s horse dashed by, mounted on Arab horses, and
looking something like ourselves in appearance, and one of them
called out, ¢“ O Arabs, turn ye again towards Madinah and Wdd{
al-Qord.” The narrator says, he immediately singled out the
speaker, and engaging him they fought long hand to hand, until
at last he seized hold of his adversary, and, astruggle ensuing,
both fell to the ground ; they fought still, however, until Hanzi.
lah, getting an opportunity, plunged his sword in the other’s
throat, and thus finished him. ¢

To recount the number of the Moslims who distinguished
themselves, and their deeds, would occupy considerable space,
but it may be mentioned that Qabath b. al-Ashyam broke two
lances and two swords: S’aid b. Zaid fought like a lion ; and
Yazid, his father Aboo Sofy4n, ’Amr b. al-’A4g, Shorakbil, &c.
all, we are told, displayed great courage and bravery. d

But to return to the fight,—Qais b. Hobairah as soon as he'
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the Moslim left and the battle thus began. The Moslims
withstood their charge in the onset manfully, fighting most
valiantly, but the Romans poured down on them in such
‘numbers, that the weight of their charge was as that of a
mighty mountain, A portion of the Moslims gave way and fell
back on their cenfre; the remainder however stood bravely to -
their colours, fighting with desperation, and at this moment
al-Hajjaj b. ’Abd Yaghooth with a body of but five hundred
stout companions, charged right into the very centre of the
enemy, committing such havoc amongst them, that they were
not only prevented from following up their advantage, but were
themselves thrown into considerable confusion. In the mean
time, the attention of the enemy being diverted, the discom-
fitted Moslims rallied and again formed line, for which result
it would appear that Isldm is partly indebted to the patriotic
spirit of the softer sex, as it is related that ¢ the ladies met
the fleeing Moslims with tent poles (in their hands) with which
they struck their countrymen in the faces,” taunting them
in sarcastic verses with their base cowardice. a

The Azdites now, in particular, displayed great courage, and
among them ’Amr b. Tofail greatly distinguished himself, fight-
ing most valiantly, until at length he fell overpowered by num-
bers ; but not, however, until he had slain “ with his own hand”
nine of his adversaries. Jondab b. ’Amr, of the same tribe,
also rendered himself conspicuous for his bravery :—He was
slain fighting with desperation for that crown of martyrdom
which he so eagerly sought,  and may God have mercy on
him.”’

The battle now raged with great fury, especially on the right,
where the pious and venerable Aboo Horairah, mingling in the
thickest of the fight, and calling aloud to the Moslims to prepare
themselves to be received into the embraces of those black-eyed
Hoories who awaited them in that paradise which their Lord
had created for them, & soon rallied around him the Azdites.
They fought long and stoutly against fearful odds, punishing
the enemy severely, but while so engaged on the right, about
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And now the dense columns of the enemy were in motion,
their crosses raised on high, and their bishops, priests and monks
mingled with their ranks,—a mighty mass of three hundred
thousand men, each ten of whom were bound together, that
they should not turn in flight. ¢ Immediately on Khélid perceiv-
ing this, together with the mighty strength of the foe, he knew
that the Moslims must put forth their utmost strength ; so dart-
ing quickly to the rear he ascended a small rising ground, on
which the women were posted, and directed them to seize on
their tent poles and deal death-blows to any Moslim who dared
to turn his back on the enemy, “ and’’ added he ‘¢ say to them,
verily, ye are not our partners who will not defend us on this
day.” He then sought Aboo ’Obaidah and informed him that
his cavalry which was drawn up in frout of the Moslim line, was
by no means strong enough to withstand the charge of so
dense a mass as was now advancing, and that he would recom-
mend that he should divide it into two divisions, drawing up
one inrear of each wing of the army, and that when the enemy
charged the line, if it received their charge steadily, which he
prayed God might grant, all would be well, but if it wavered,
why then his two divisions of cavalry would take them in the
flanks. And as to you, said he to Aboo ’Obaidah, you had
better leave S’aid b. Zaid in command here, and take a chosen
body of men to be held as a reserve in the rear.

To this Aboo ’Obaidah assented ; and hy this time the Ro-
mans, in appearance like a dense black cloud, had advanced to-
wards the Moslim right, where M’04dz b. Jabal was busily en-
gaged in exhorting his men to meet the foe with steadiness
and determination. & Getting off his horse, he gave it to his
son ’Abd al-Rahmén, determined to fight on foot; and then
having offered up a fervent prayer to the Almighty for the suc-
cess of his own, and the confusion of his adversary’s arms, he
and his hardy soldiers patiently awaited the advancing co-
lumns of the enemy. They approached,—~and now Bahén
could be heard calling on his troops to fight for their king and
their country. He then ordered his right wing to charge
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spon returned with news that the enemy was making all ready
to attack on the following morning ; so long before dawn Aboo
’Obaidah and Khélid had their men drawn up in order of
battle. @ Aboo ’Obaidah now said morning prayers, having
finished which, hg addressed the army telling the men to be of
good cheer, for thit God had warned him in a vision that they
would surely be successful. Aboo Morthid al-Khawldni said
that he also had seen a vision. ¢ 1 thought,” said, he “ that
we were engaged with the enemy, when all at once God sent
from heaven a flight of large white birds with claws like the
claws of a lion, who darted like eagles on the enemy and
struck them down.” At this the superstitious Moslims were
greatly delighted, feeling assured that God would assist them
with his angels. &

Some among the Romans also had dreams or saw visions
which, however, could not be so favourably interpreted, and Ba-
hén, it is related, availed himself of the opportunity, to put to
death a man, who had formerly come under his displeasure by
making himself conspicuous amongst those who opposed the
punishment of a lawless chief, on the plea of_his raising false
alarms amongst the troops, by the relation of a vision he had
seen the night before the battle. ¢

Both armies were marshalled in front of each other, and their
commanders were equally active in making all the preparations
necessary for a fierce and desperate encounter. The Generals
of Division with the Moslims, were Yazid b. Abi Sofy4n, Sho-
rahbil b. Hasanah, ’Amr b. al ’Adg, and Aboo ’Obaidah him-
self, with Khalid in command of the cavalry. d

Each of the Moslim commanders now said an inspiriting
word or two to his men. Our author gives us the speeches of
Aboo ’Obaidah, M’oidz b. Jabal ’Amr b al ’A4g, and that of
the aged Aboo Sofyan, who it is stated, had obtained permission
from ’Omar to join the army. The burden of these, with the
exception of that of ’Amr, which was rather more practical, was
very similar, the speakers chiefly enjoining steadiness, silence, a
close locking up of their files, and above all, a faithful reliance
on the Lord who would be sure to assist them. e
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To these terms Bahin replied, that his people would not
apostatize ; and as to paying the tribute they would suffer them-
selves to be killed to a man, sooner than agree toit. The
conference thus broke up, and Khalid, having left his tent to
Bahén, and receiving a guard to conduct himp and ’Abd Allah
safely to their own camp, departed. On his return he imme-
diately sought out Aboo ’Obaidah and related to him the
result of his interview with Bahédn, and at the same time he
ordered his men to be prepared for an immediate attack.

" Bahén on his part also, was not idle; he assembled his army
and informed the men that he had at first endeavoured to inti-
midate the Moslims, but, finding they were not to be intimidat-
ed, he had tempted them, yet with no better success, so *“ now”
said he, ¢ you must fight for your King and your Country, your
wives and your children,” and this they all declared their determi-
nation to do. There arose some discussion amongst them, how-
ever, as to what would be the most advisable method or plan
of attack. Some said.—We are 400,000 strong, while they have
not more than 30,000 men, let us send out 100,000 daily to
attack them ; others again thought it would not be advisable to
meet them with less than ten men for each Moslim. But Bahén
did not approve of either of these suggestions, and it was finally
arranged that they should attack with their whole force. a

This settled, Bahin wrote to the emperor regarding these
matters, informing him, also, of a strange, vision that he had
seen. ‘° At night,” said he, ¢ as I slept, there came to me a
comer, who said ¢ Fight not with this people, for verily they
will put ye to flight and destroy ye.”” Now this, thought the
General, must either be a warning, or the work of the devil,
for which reason he deemed it advisable for the emperor to be
prepared either for victory or defeat. &

He then ordered out his army, which movement was followed
by a similar one on the part of the Moslims, but no engage-
ment took place that day; both parties returned to their camps,
and strange to say both, it appears, dispatched spies to bring
them intelligence of the other’s intentions, &c. ¢ The Moslim spy
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been heretofore unsuccessfully attempted by the Persians, the
Tartars, and other nations, both Oriental and European, whose
armies were infinitely superior in strength and more powerful
than those of the Arabs, whom they had always considered as
‘“ tenders of sheep and camels, dwellers in the mountains and
stony places, a most contemptible race.”” ¢ Nevertheless” he
added, “he was prepared on the part of the Romans to let them
keep what they had hitherto acquired, of plunder and booty,
&c. and in addition, to pay to the Khalifah 10,000 dindrs, and
a similar sum to Khélid ; to each chief among them 1,000 and
to every private soldier 100 dindrs, if they would only retire
to their own country and enter into faithful and binding en-
gagements never to return to Syria again.” ¢

- Bahén having finished speaking, Khilid replied, seriatim, to the
different points of his discourse, and having given him a short
account of the condition of his countrymen in the “times of ignor-
ance,”’b he proceeded to relate howit had pleased the Lord to send
amongst them aMessenger who had ordered them,amongst other
things, “ to wage war with those who acknowledged more gods
than one, and those who were of opinion that God had a son, or
that He was the second of two, or third of three, until they should
say ¢ La Allaha illa Allaho, Wahdaho, la Sharika lako,’ there is
no God but God, the only ore, who hath no partner—and accept
the faith,”” and that if they did so all was well, but if not, it
would be necessary for them to pay the tax. But in the event
of their refusing the latter alternative, * Fight,” said the Pro-
phet, “for verily whoso of you becometh a martyr, he shall
live.with his Lord, who will admit him into Paradise; and of
your enemies, whoso may be killed, verily he shall descend to
the everlasting fire, to remain there for evermore.” ¢ Verily
continued Khélid, such are the orders which were given by
‘God to his Messenger, and by himto us. You know, then, our
terms, accept them and be as our brothers, or if not, by Aliah,
a people have come upon ye who love death more dearly than
ye do life, so come out to us, that we may leave it to God to
decide between us.” d
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required the advice of his companion. To this Khélid, with
evident amazement, replied, that in his camp there were upwards
of two thousand Moslims who, as far as understanding and in-
tellect went, were perfectly independent of the counsel or opini-
on of any one. “ We never for a moment supposed such thing,”
said Bahdn, “ Yet,”” added Khalid, ¢ you must remember that all
of what both you and I may suppose, must not, necessarily, be
the case.”a ““True,” replied Bahén, “and now”’ continued he, “I
wish first to express to you my anxiety for your personal friend-
ship and affection.” “ The matter between us,” said Khilid, “is
a kingdom which neither of us wish to forego, until it shall be
decided to which of us it shall belong.” ¢ Precisely,” added
Bahdn, interrupting him, “ yet it might be, that the Lord would
settle this matter between us without bloodshed or loss of life.”
“In shda Allak,’* said Khalid, “it is possible.”” “Now,” con-
tinued Bahdn, “I wish particularly that such confidencet be
established between us, that we may converse like two brothers ;
for instance, here is this crimson tent of your’s, I really admire
it very much, and I would be very glad if you would give it to
me ; for truly of all the tents I have ever seen, it is the prettiest.
Of course you may take what you please in return ; indeed any-
thing you express a wish for, I will give you, only give me the
tent, I am exceedingly anxious to possessit.” By God,” replied
“?Abd Allah b. al-Harth,”’{ ¢ I thought that the fellow was only
asking to look at the tent, when lo, he carried it bodily away.” &
The above is a specimen of their preliminary conversation ;
after which Bahan proceeded to inform Khalid in what high
estimation the Romans had always held the Arabs as neigh-
bours, how they valued their good will, and how they had
permitted them hitherto to settle in their country, and pass
to and fro through it, as they pleased, till suddenly they came
among them with horse and foot soldiers, slaughtering their
people and attacking their forts with the view of depriving
them of their kingdom.c He furtherset forth that this had
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Bahén advised sending to request the Moslims to depute a person
with powers to arrange matters amicably, which being agree-
able to his officers, » man named Jorjah was forthwith dis.
patched. This man arrived in the Moslim camp a short time
before sunset, arrd he had not been long there before the hour
for prayer arrived. Struck with the fervency of the Moslims at
their devotions, he remained looking on in mute astonishment,
until at last the Arabs thought he was mad, @ but Aboo
’Obaidah, more observant than the rest, pereeived that God had
inclined his heart towards the faith, and advancing towards
him, he explained to him some of the tenets of his religion. 5
The sequel of the affair was, that the Roman professed the
faith and having returned to Bahidn and informed him that
Kh4lid would come to a conference with him the following
morning, he rejoined his new friends, for whom he afterwards

fought valiantly against his old companions. ¢
The next morning, Khilid sent on a very magnificent tent
made of crimson leather, for which he had paid the large sum
of three hundred dindrs, and directed it to be pitehed in the
Roman camp where he shortly after himself proceeded. Soon
after his arrival Bahin sent for him, having first lined the road
by which Khélid must pass, with nearly the whole of his army
ranged on either side in rows of ten deep, the cavalry extending
along the rear further the eye could reach. This he did with
a view of terrifying the Arab by a sight of his immense strength,
but Khilid moved on without even noticing them ¢ for in
reality he looked on them as more contemptible than dogs.”
Bahén received Khilid very graciously, and giving him a seat,
he placed an interpreter between them. Their conference was
long and desultory,* Bahfn entering on many topics uncon-
nected with the subject under discussion. Having satisfied
himself, however, on several points connected with the Arabian
prophet and his religion, he expressed great surprise at the
intelligence and quickness of Khilid, and asked him if he
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vanced with a division of cavalry in front of the enemy’s posi2
tion. Bahdn on his side had drawn up his forces in twenty lines,
and the bishops, priests, monks, &c. with their crosses might
be seen, moving to and fro through the ranks, inspiriting
the troops. A party of horse about doublge the strength of
Kh4lid’s was now sent out to meet him, and from this a chief
rode forward and challenged any of the Moslims to single com-
bat. The aged Maisarah b. Masrooq and the youthful ’Abd Allah
b. Qort both offered to meet him, but Khalid preferred per-
mitting another candidate, the stout Qais b. Hobairah, to finish
the Roman.

Qais on receiving the word, instantly put spurs to his horse,
and dashing forward he cut off the Roman’s head at a blow and
laid him a corpse at his feet. “ dllaho Akbar! Allaho Akbar!?
Allaho Akbar!!?’ shouted the Moslims on witnessing this
feat, and Khilid, calling out with a loud voice “ charge O Qais”
and turning to his men, cried “ Forward, for, by God, their
first horseman laid in the dust, they shall not escape you.” a

The Moslims then galloped on, and being gallantly headed
by their leaders, they soon drove the enemy back to their
main body, and this done, they themselves retired and rejoined
their own army. The Romans now, somewhat discomfited at
their division being defeated by a force not one half its strength,
advanced in full force, in appearance like a “ swarm of locusts.”
Khilid on observing this, addressed his troops and told them to
be steady and to keep their ground, and if the enemy attacked
them to fight, but not otherwise. The dense bodies of the
Roman cavalry and infantry advanced. The comparatively
small but compact body of the Moslims remained perfectly
steady ;—not a man moved ‘“not a single word was uttered,
unless it were, perhaps, a fervent prayer to the Almighty to
assist them against their enemies.” Thunderstruck at the
steadiness of the Arabs, their silence, and stern bravery, the
Roman legions halted for a moment, and then, with fear in their
hearts, retired without attacking. & '

Returning to their camp the Romans called a council of war.

a 172 5 173.
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were clamorous to march for Syria and many were of opinion
that if ’Omar, himself, marched at their head, his presence would
greatly inspirit the soldiery : but it was finally decided that
it would not be proper for the Khalifah to go, and that it would
be better to send the reinforcements under another commander.
’Omar now suddenly thought of enquiring how many days’ march
apart the forces were, and the messcnger informing him that,
when he left, they were only four or five, it was evident to
him that reinforcements now sent would be of very little use;
80 he wrote a long letter to Aboo ’Obaidah (interspersing it with
texts from the Qorin) to the effect that he and his men should
be of stout heart, for that although the Moslims were in reality
weak in numbers, the numbers of that force were never weak
which it pleased God to assist; he pointed out to him, also, that
many small bodies with God’s assistance had heretofore over-
thrown mighty hosts, &c. &c. &c. @ He then directed ’Abd ’Allah,
the bearer of his letter, to proceed with it with the utmost dis-
patch, and when he had arrived at the camp to go to every troop
and regiment, and intimating that he was the messenger of the
Khalifah give them his “Savam™ and tell them not to fear the
enemy’s strength, but “to fight like Lions, cleaving the sculls of
their foes with their swords.”

’Abd ’Allah now mounted his camel and made off with all
speed to the army, where he arrived the very day that S’aid b.
’Aémir b. Hidzyam* marched into camp with one or two thousand
men which ’Omar had despatched on receipt of Aboo ’Obaidah’s first
letter from Himg. & Both the contents of the Khalifah’s letter and
the arrival of the small, yet welcome, re-inforcement greatly raised
the spirits of the troops & and shortly after Khdlid made all his ar-
rangements for acting on the offensive and attacking the enemy, ¢
preparatory to which, however, he requested Aboo ’Obaidah to
give intimation to the troops that he was to command that day.
This the Amfn al-Ommat did, and all readily assented to obey
him. * The army being drawn up in order of battle Khilid ad-

‘ e 162.3-4. b 164. o 168.9.70.

" # S'aid our author here tells us, had been sent by *Aboo ’Obaidah with
a despatch to 'Omar after the battle of FiZl, p. 165.
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perty plundered, and their women revished, the Roman generals
and commanders setting their soldiers the cxample. Béhén tried
all in his power to put a stop to such disgraceful proceedings on
the part of his troops. He read them long lectures containing
much sound advice—from the sentiments expsessed in which, it
would appear that our author desired to show that he was not al-
together adverse to the doctrines of Mokammad—and pointed out
how the irreligious conduct of the troops had caused their pre-
vious defeats. He wished even to visit with his displeasure one
of his licentious nobles, but the rest rose against his authority and
killed a complainant before his very eyes. a

B4han commenced his operations by endeavouring to cut off
all supplies from the Arabs, but, having failed in this, he sent out
alarge body of cavalry to take them in the rear. Aboo’Obaidah
however despatched Khilid with two thousand men who dis-
persed the enemy, killing their general.

Our author now informs us that Aboo ’Obaidah, before he ar-
rived at al-Yarmook, had, some time previously, written a second
letter to ’Omar, telling him of the advance of the powerful army of
the enemy, the ranks of which, he informed him, were composed of
men from Armenia, Mesopotamia, and many other countries,
and imploring him quickly to send re-inforcements, otherwise,—
unless God assisted them with his angels, there was no hope for
the Moslims. On receipt of this letter, ’Omar instantly called
a council of the Mohdjirins and Ancdrs and acquainted them
with its contents. The enthusiasm of the Moslims on hearing
of the danger of their countrymen immediately broke forth in
the warmest expressions of zeal for the cause of Isldm. “ Weeping
violently, and raising their hands to heaven, they prayed fervently
to God that he would assist their armies, and pardoning their
faults, confound their enemies. Their hearts warmed towards
their companions and with one consent they thus addressed the
Khalifah, ¢ O Commander of the faithful, send us to the assistance
of our brethren, under the command of a chief you may be pleased
to select, or march with us yourself, for by God if an accident’
should befall them, life will have lost all charms for us.’ ’5_ All

: 166-7-8. 5'160-161.
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requesting him not to talk nonsense, but first to defeat the force
that was close at hand, and when he had done that, then they
would discuss the point with him. &

In the mean time, however, Khdlid and Aboo ’Obaidah had

left Damascus, and the former with the advance-guard had
got as far as al-Yarmook, where he encamped, and where ’Amr b.
al-’Aag joined him.
. TheRoman hosts were now,slowly, yet gradually, advancing, until
passing Qinnisrin and Himg, they at length reached Damascus.b
The Moslim divisions, on the other hand, had by this time all assem-
bled at al-Yarmook, and here again more discussions took placeas to
what was most advisable to be done. Evidently alarmed at the mag-
nitude of the army that was approaching, they were almost unani-
mous in advocating the propriety of retiring into their own country,
or at least of attaining a closer proximity to it ; but the valiant Kh4-
lid rebuked them for their want of faith in the Lord, and angrily
addressing Aboo ’Obaidah told bim to make over the command
to him, and, with God’s assistance, he doubted not that e would
give an account of the enemy. ¢ To this ’Aboo ’Obaidah readily
consented, and Khélid being supported in his opinion by Qais
b. Hobairah, Maisarah b. Masrooq, and others, it was finally
agreed that trusting in God, they should take their stand where
they now were ; and there awaiting the advancing columns of the
mighty army under command of Bé&hén, ¢ they should permit
God to settle the matter between them.” d

The enemy had now approached to within a few miles of al-
Yarmooq and encamped at a place called Dair-al-Jabal, and as
appears to have been customary, Bdhdn harangued his troops,
setting forth their mighty strength, which was now, he said, up-
ward of 400,000 men, while their enemy’s numbers were very
small. e

He, however, had some trouble, it seems, to restrain the lawless-
ness of his troops, the greater portion of whom from the hurried
manner in which the levies were raised, must have been little bet-
ter than an undisciplined rabble. The country people came in, in
numbers, to complain that their cattle had been killed, their pro--

‘@149, 5150, ¢ 15l. & 163 e 165.
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Sofyén h. ’Awf, the bearer of the dispatch from Aboo ’Obai-
dah, made all speed with it to Madinah where ’Omar then was,
and delivering him the letter related all that had occurred. On.
hearing that the army had retreated, the Khalifah flew into a
violent rage, and it required all the force of Sofyén’s arguments
to persuade him that reinforcements were actually necessary.
At last, however, he agreed to send them, @ but at the same time
he wrote to Aboo ’Obaidah disapproving in toto of his proceed-
ings ; informing him, notwithstanding, that he had sent him the
assistance he demanded, 5.

But to return to the army:—Having arrived at Damascus it
was joined by Khélid b. al-Walid, and after a two day’s halt, Aboo
’Obaidah again prepared to set out, having first however directed
to be returned to the people of the city what had been taken
from them, as they could no longer protect them,—but the
march was delayed, it appears, by fresh discussions as to what
course should be finally pursued. ¢

Matters were in this unscttled state when ’Amr b. al’A’ag¢’s
son arrived with a despatch from his father to Aboo ’Obaidah,
stating that the people of Jerusalem and the country of al.
Ordonna, hearing that the Moslims were retiring, had revolted,
and requesting the Amin to send him assistance, or give him per-
mission to march and join the main army. &

This appears to.have settled the argument, for Aboo ’Obaidah
immediately wrote to ’Amr to the effect that he would himself
join him with the whole army forthwith. e

On receipt of this intelligence, ’Amr gave out that he was
about to march against Jerusalem, and addressing a letter to the
chief men among the inhabitants of that city, he called on them
to profess the faith or pay the tribute, otherwise he would send,
h2 threatened, troop after troop, and regiment after regiment, who
would capture their children and massacre themselves, “so that
they should become as a race which had never existed.” f Before
replying to this letter, the Jerusalemites thought-it prudent to
enquire how they were situated, and being satisfied that Bahén
with his army of 300,000 men was advancing, they wrote to ’Amr

a 140. & 141. ¢ 142. & 144. e 145, f 14748,
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Heraclius on seeing the Lost of fugitives that came to Antioch
fleeing from the Moslims, became greatly enraged, and send-
,ing for some of the chief men amongst them, he contemptuously
enquired whether they were not men like those whom they per-
mitted to massacre Ehem, and before whom they thus fled. After
some discussion moreover, he threatened to leave Syria altoge-.
ther and abandon it to the Arabs; intimating that he no longer
desired to be associated with such a set of paltroons as his
Syrian troops had proved themselves to be. @

In the mean time he received letters from the people of Ceesarea’
and Jerusalem, requesting him to send an army to their aid : and
at last he determined to make one grand effort for the expulsion
of the Arabs. With this view he used all his exertions for the
raising of a mighty and overwhelming force, and sending out in
every direction, issued orders to enlist all who were capable of
bearing arms ; until at last his levies, both new and old, rcached
the enormous strength of 300,000 men. The chief command of
the whole he gave to Bahin an Armenian.

The Arab scouts quickly brought tidings of these matters to
Aboo 'Obaidah; and he on receipt thereof, instantly assembled
the chiefs of the Companions in Council, to consult as to the most
advisable measures to be taken under these disagreeable circum-
stances. .

Yazid b. Abi Sofy4n said,—Let us put the women and children
inside the city, and encamping ourselves outside, send for Khalid
and’Amr b. A1’Aég. Shorakbil objected that the ladies should be
placed in the power of men of the religion of their enemies. And
Aboo ’Obaidah, as an amendment, proposed that the towns-peo-
ple should be turned out; but this, it was declared, would be an
infamous and scandalous breach of faith. In fine, after arguing
the matter well, it was agresd—contrary to the opinion of Abod”
’Obaidah—that sending to the Khalifah for reinforcements they
should retire towards Arabia. ¢ o

This settled, the Amin-al-Ommat wrote to ’Omar describing
their situation, and the following morning, the whole army com-
menced its retreat. d

@133, 4135, ¢ 137. d 138.
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on the very first onset they fled for' safety within the walls of
their city. There were afterwards, however, some skirmishes and
Maisarah b. Masrooq fell in with a considerable body of Cavalry,
on the banks of a small river outside the town, which he routed
and put to flight with much slaughter. a .

It was in this affair that one Shorahbil, a Himyarite, after kill-
ing seven of the enemy, got detached from his companions, and was
surprised near a monastery by a body of thirty horsemen. Of
these, single-handed as he was, he killed eleven, one after the
other; and the rest, panic-stricken, took refuge in the monastery,
from whence they hurled huge stones upon Shorakbil until they
overpowered and killed him. 4

The Moslims now closely invested the city of Himg, cutting off
all supplies, and straitened by the rigour of the blockade & the
garrison capitulated ; one of the conditions of their surrender
being that they should pay to the Moslims 71,000 dirdrs. &

‘When these matters had been settled, Aboo ’Obaidah again
wrote to the Khalifah informing him of what had occurred, and also
intimating that he had dispatched a force to attack the Emperor
himself, but ’Omar in reply peremptorily directed him to recall
this force, and to await his further orders before taking any such
decided step. ¢ Now the Amin it appears, had already dispatched
Maisarah b. Masrooq, but instantly starting off a swift courier, he
had time to recall him before any thing of importance occurred.

After this he sent for Khilid and informed him, that it
appeared to him advisable that their forces should be separated,
and that while ’Amr b. al’Ad¢ remained in al-Ordonna, he
should take with him a thousand soldiers and proceed to Damascus,
leaving him at Himg¢ with the main army. 4

These arrangements it is mentioned were 1mmed1ately carried
‘out, and our author then takes a glance at the condition of the
enemy’s affairs, which he describes as follows :—The people of
Palestine, as before mentioned, had strongly fortified themselves
within the walls of Jerusalem ; many of the rich and powerful men
of Syria, with their wealth, had taken refuge in Czesarea; while-
hundreds of fugitives from Fikl, and other places, had Jomed the:

Emperor at Antioch. e ‘
. @127, 5128. ¢120. 4 130. ¢ 132,
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the land of al-Ordomna entirely, and that they themselves who
remained should pay to the Moslims the legal tax. To this,
.Aboo ’Obaidah agreed, and a written instrument to this effect
was drawn up and duly signed. @ A dispute however arose
amongst the Moslips as to the people, their lands, villages, &c.
who had been subdued by force of arms and had not capitulated
on any terms; some advancing that if they paid the legal tax
it would be sufficient, while others held that the people were, of -
right, their slaves, and the land their property, to be divided
according to law. The point was referred by Aboo ’Obaidah
to ’Omar who decided that the inhabitants of the country should
not be slaves, and that, moreover, they should be left in peaceful
possession of the land, it being quite sufficient to exact from them
the legal tax. &

This settled, Aboo ’Obaidah called a council of the most cele-
brated Companions, to deliberate as to the future movements of
the ‘troops. The people of Jerusalem it appears had fortified
themselves against attack, and a very large force, which more-
over was daily increasing, had assembled at Caesarea. “ Now you
object,” said Aboo ’Obaidah, “ to attack these in the centre of their
country ¢ and it is my opinion” continued he, “that we should
proceed, vif Damascus, to Him(; and if we succeed in driving the
Emperor from where he now is, there is not a stronghold in Syria
that will not give in, and all will pay the tax.” d

All having coincided with the General-in-Chief ’Amr b. al-
?Aég was left in al-Ordonna and the remainder set out, Khélid b.
al-Walid as usual being in advance.

They soon reached Damascus where the inhabitants came out
to meet them and received them well. Here they remained
three days, after which they again set out,—Kh4lid still leading
—towards Himg. Arriving near B’alabakka they met with some
opposition, but Khélid soon dispersed those who offered to
resist him, and matters being peaceably settled the army pro-
ceeded onwards to Himg. ¢ Here also the garrison came out as far
as Joosiyah, but they merely made a show of resistance, for Aboo
*Obaidah havmg detached Khalid to give an account of them;

a 123. 5 124. ¢ 125. d 126. e 126,
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the Arabs before an engagement, he gave them a preparatory ha~
rangue. @ They had need indeed of all their steadiness and courage
for their enemy’s force now mustered fifty thousand men. These
they drew up in lines of five deep, in the first of which was
placed a horseman between two foot soldiers, gne an archer and
the other a spearman. The Moslim line, on the contrary, con-
sisted of but three rows, all foot soldiers; the Cavalry Division
-under Khilid acting separately. The engagement commenced
by this Division advancing to the attack ; & being galled, however,
by the enemy’s archers, Khalid fell back towards the main body,
and directing Qais to attack on the left, Maisarah b. Masrooq to
form up his squadrons in the centre, while he himself attacked
the right, they all dashed gallantly forward. The battle now
commenced in earnest, and raged with great fierceness, the
Romans on all sides getting the worst of it. ¢ Hashim b. °Otbah,
who was with the main army, at this juncture called on his men to
advance and they obeyed him to a man, and Aboo ’Obaidah
with the remainder following, the Romans, unable to withstand:
the impetuosity of their charges, were routed with. great slaughter
and fled in confusion. &

Many of the Moslims in this fight displayed great valour. Qms-
b. Hobairah, it is related, broke three swords and ten lances. e
But Khilid’s conduct was the talk of all who were present, it is
stated that he killed with-his own hand no less than eleven of
the enemy’s chiefs. f -

* * * * * * * * *

The Moslims in this engagement lost several Companions
and among thenumber, S’aid b. al-Harth, al- Harth b. Qais, and
al-Harth b. al-Harth g but their loss was trifling. compared with:
that of the enemy, whose army was almost totally destroyed, those:
who escaped alive taking refuge in the neighbouring forts.

Our author now gives us a copy of Aboo ’Obaidah’s despatch
to the Khalifah regarding this battle, 2 after which he states
that the people of Fail seeing the Moslims complete masters
of the surrounding country, thought it advisable to enter upon
negotiations. They propased that the Romans should quit

a 114. 5 115. ¢ 116. d 117. ¢ 118. f119. ¢ 121. % 122
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* Aboo ’Obaidah now wrote to the Khalifah informing him that
the Roman army was encamped at Fail, and telling him also,
how they had modestly requested of him to quit their country,
and how he had replied to the demand; and having given this
letter to a cossid, hg with the army, or a portion of it, went outin
front of the Roman position to induce the enemy to come out.
The Romans, however, would not comply with his wishes, so
the Moslims had to return to their camp.

Our author then,according to his custom, passes over the interval
of the cossid’s journey and gives us ’"Omar’s reply, which was written
in his usually encouraging style. & Again taking up the narrative,
he relates that Aboo *Obaidah, on the day following that on avhich
he had tried to provoke an engagement, sent out the Cavalry
Division under Khilid to attack the Romans. Khalid was met by
a large body of the enemy’s horse, and against these he detached
Qais b. Hobairah. The opposing bodies charged each other several
times, until at length the Romans sent out a party to the assistance
of that previously engaged. On seeing this, Khéilid directed
Maisarah b. Masrooq to advance with his Regiment, which he did,
and charged with good effect, ¢ and the Romans perceiving matters
going against them, now charged Khalid with a large body of their
Cavalry, but Khalid’s men received their charge unmoved. Three
times, with greatly increased numbers each time, did they charge
the Moslims, and as often were they driven back, Khélid and his
hardy horsemen awaiting their charges with a steadiness that
surprised them.

Khilid at length directs his force to advance; his two
commanders also, Qais, and Maisarah move forward;—they
charge, the Romans fly, and the Moslims hotly pursue, routing
them effectually and putting many to the sword. & ’

The battle over, Khilid called together his men, and all return-
ed to camp elated with their success, while their enemies, consi-
derably crest-fallen and somewhat panic-stricken, became sensibly
aware of their own inferiority.

Before day-dawn on the following morning Aboo ’Obaidah
drew out his entire force in battle array, and as was usual amongst

@110, b 111, 112. ¢ 112. 4 118,
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ductive of peaceful results. The Romans offered to make over
Balgda, and that part of al-Ordonna which is neighbouring to
Arabia, ¢ but M’0oddz would not hear of it, telling them that they-
might spare themselves the trouble of giving that which the
Moslims already had in their possession, and at the same time
adding that if they offered all they had, and agreed mot to his
terms, he would not accept of it. At this, the Roman flew in a
rage, and M’o4dz returned to his camp. &

The Romans then offered to send a deputy from their army to
which Aboo ’Obaidah replied, that  they might send whom they
pleased.” They were not long in doing so, and when their mes-
senger arrived, he found Aboo ’Obaidah, the Moslim Generalissimo,
sitting on the ground with a bow strung across his shoulder, and
an arrow in his hand. At seeing this, he expressed no small
degree of astonishment, on which the Arab chief read him a
lecture on humility, piety, &c. and, this concluded, they proceeded
to business. The Roman offered on the part of his general to
pay to each man of the Moslim army two dindrs and a suit of
clothes, one thousand dindrs to the Commander-in-Chief, and
two thousand, to the Khalifah, ¢ besides making over to the Arabs
the territories before offered to M’o4dz. Aboo ’Obaidah however
informed him that they had been directed by the “ Messenger of
the Most High, when they met the infidels, to invite them to
profess the faith, or pay the tax, failing either of which, why
nothing remained but the sword ; but that they would always have
this advantage of their foes, that those of them who fell would go
straight to heaven, while the slain of the enemy would go as
straight to hell. “You have now,” said the Amin, “ heard our
conditions, agree to them, ‘or let God settle the matter between
_us, for verily He is the very best of judges.” ¥ 4

These terms the Roman flatly refused, and turning to depart
with hands up-lifted to heaven, he repeated the following empha.
tic prayer. “O God, we have dealt justly with them, but they
have refused (to accept our terms). O Lord God, assist us against
them.” d

@ 106. b5 107. ¢ 108. d 109.
See Qorén Soorah, Yoonos J. 11, r. 16.
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" «Both now set out for the camp of >Amrb. al-’A4¢, and Khalid
who proceeded somewhat in advance, was not long in coming on
the rear of the enemy, which he punished pretty severely besides
taking both prisoners and booty. He then (by a detour I sup-
pose) reached ’Amr’s camp. @

The Romans had ‘established themselves at a place called FiAl,
and their numbers had increased so rapidly, that their army now
mustered between thirty and forty thousand men. They appear,
notwithstanding, to have been still anxious to delay coming to
close quarters, and it is related that they tried many stratagems
to restrain the Moslims. Tt was in vain they ran water over the
intervening plain to prevent cavalry from acting. The Arabs
attacked them, and plundered and devastated the neighbouring
country so effectually, that Ibn al-J’oaid* sued for peace. & It
was granted as far as the district of al-Ordonna was concerned
and a treaty to that effect was drawn up and signed.

Now it so happened that when some of the Arab chiefs were
out, with small detachments, on predatory expeditions, they met
with much superior bodies of the enemy, and were on one or two
occasions worsted and driven into camp with some loss. These
slight successes so inflated the Romans that they sent to Aboo
’Obaidah, telling him to quit that fertile land which belonged of
right to others, and rcturn to his own barren country. To this
modest request Aboo ’Obaidah simply replied that the ¢ Earth
was the Lord’s, or his, on whom it should please Him to bestow
it,’+ and that as to what he had said about the barrenness of their
land, it was true enough and was perhaps the very best reason for
the Arabs remaining in that land of plenty which it had pleased

the Lord to give them, &c. &c.” ¢
. The Romans being thus unsuccessful in their endeavours to inti-
midate the Moslims, soon after sent to Aboo ’Obaidah to send’
them a deputy with whom they might treat, and Aboo ’Obaidah
sent them M’o4dz b. Jabal. His mission however was not pro-

a 96. b 98. ¢ 99.

* This personage was probably Governor of the district of al-Ordonna
and unconnected with the army at FiAl.
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re-appointment to the -chief command, and a dispute now aroge
between the two, as to whether the city had surrendered or was
captured. The matter was settled, I presume (though such is.
not mentioned) by the production of the Khalifah’s firmdn, as it
is immediately after stated that Khélid commanded in Syria, one
year and a few days. a

TheMoslims entered Damascus on Sunday,thlrteen months after
the accession of ’Omar b. al-Kha#t4b allbutseven days, A.H. 14. b¥

It has been before stated that the Emperor Heraclius had
despatched a body of 10,000 men from Antioch to the relief of
the beleagured Damascenes. This force had got as far as B’ala-
bakka, when intelligence reached it of the surrender of the city ;.
s0 halting, the General in command wrote to Heraclius requesting
his instructions. ¢

Now Aboo ’Obaidah had sent ’Amr b. al-’Aég¢ into the
country between Palestine and al-Ordonna (Jordan ?) with orders
to sweep the surrounding territory with his horse: and these
directions ’Amr had carried out with such good will, that the
people, reduced to great straits, had despatched a messenger to the
Emperor soliciting assistance.¢ Heraclius immediately directed
the army which had halted at B’alabakka to proceed thither
without delay, d which orders the Roman general instantly
prepared to carry into effect. This movement, however, was not
unknown to ’Amr, and he at once communicated with Aboo
’Obaidah. &

When ’Amr’s despatch reached him, the Amin al-Ommat
was preparing to march against Himg, but he now altered his
arrangements, and despatching Shorakbil b. Hasanah with two
thousand eight hundred men to the assistance of Amr, he sent
Khélid to disperse the army at B’alabakka. e Khalid, how-
ever, although he set out with his usual celerity, did not reach
B’alabakka in time to intercept the enemy. They had marched
before he arrived. He contented himself, therefore, with ravaging

and plundering the country round, and then returned to Aboo
’Obaidah.
a9l. 592 ¢93. d 943. e 95.
The reader, bearing in mind the.author’s style of narration, must not
suppose this interval of thirteen months unaccountably long.
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were raised on both sides, and matters were still unsettled, when
intelligence was received by the Governor, that the Emperor
Heraclius was preparing a still larger army to send to his relief; a
%o all his anxiety now was to protract his negotiations until the
wished-for succour grrived.

We must now leave Kh4lid to go back to Madinah. Here
the aged Khalifah, Aboo Bakr, breathed his last on Monday the
21st of Jomidi al-Akhirah, A. H. 13.5 Before his death he had
named ’Omar as his successor, and he, now assumed the reins of
Government. :

One of the new Khalifah’s first acts was to displace Khilid b.
Walid from the chief command, and to appoint Aboo ’Obaidah
in his room; and he at the same time wrote to the latter
‘informing him of the death of Aboo Bakr. & ¢

‘When this intelligence reached Aboo ’Obaidah he sent for
M’04dz. b. Jabal, and both, after communing with each other,
wrote a joint letter to ’Omar tendering him their obeisance,
yet at the same time warning him of the responsibility of his
position, and counselling a right use of his power, &c. d ’Omar,
replying in a similar strain, explains his ideas and views,e &c.
and seems altogether to have taken their advice in good part.

% * % * * * *  ®  ®  *

Our author now takes us back to Damascus, where diplomatic
negotiations would appear to have been broken off, and the siege
to have commenced again with activity.

The succours promised by the Emperor being still, however,
delayed, the Governor thought it best to treat with the Moslims
and for that purpose he sent a deputy to the Arab Chief. After
some preliminaries, it was arranged between Aboo ’Obaidah and
the Governor’s deputy, that the besieged should surrender; and
the former was actually peacefully entering the Jébiyah gate,
which had been opened to him, when Khalid, from the opposite
side was forcibly entering the city, sword in hand, by the B4b
al-Sharqi or Eastern gate, which he had taken by assault. f

The modest Aboo ’Obaidah had not informed Khélid of his

a85 b 86 ¢87. 483 e%89.90. f9L1
* Here a leaf of the MS. is wanting.
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b. Dhorais, after having killed seven of the enemy with his own
hand, was himself mortally wounded by a spear. Besides these,
five other chiefs of note among the Arabs died fighting for the
faith; @ but their loss was as nothing when compared with that:
of the Romans, who left three thousand degsd on the field, in-
addition to which, many were killed, and others taken prisoner in
the pursuit. The remnant of their army fled to Jerusalem, Qaisi#-
riyah (Ceesarea), Damascus, and Himg. &

The battle of Ajnidain took place on Saturday the 28th of
Jomidi al-Ool4, A. H. 18, just twenty-four days before the death:
of Aboo Bakr al-Caddiq the Khalifah. ¢

Khilid now set out for Damascus and having reached Dair
Khaélid, which is about a mile from the Eastern gate, and disposed.
his army in separate divisions round the walls of the city, he
pressed the siege with much vigour. The Romans defended
themselves stoutly, hurling huge stones and javalins from the
Catapulta, Balista, and other engines of war. d Skilful archers alsa
manned the walls, who lost no opportunity of punishing the Mos~
lims, and scarcely a day passed without some encounter.

Things were in this condition, the Moslims daily expecting
the besieged to surrender, when news reached Khalid that a divi.
sion of five thousand men, sent by the Emperor, was approaching
to the relief of the city. This division was joined moreoyer
by upwards of ene thousand men from Himg and other places,
Khalid, on hearing of its approach, immediately marched out to
meet it; and asharp encounter ensued, in which the Romans were
completely beaten, and fled, ¢ leaving five hundred dead on the
field, besides which five hundred more were killed in the pursuit,

This was the battle of Marj al-Goffar, which took place twenty
days after that of Ajnddain, on Thursday, the 17th of Jom4di al.

*Kkhirah* or four days prior to the death of Aboo Bakr. f

Khélid, having thus put to flight this division of the enemy,
returned to Damascus and pressed the siege with such vigour that
the Governor at last sued for peace. Some objections however

a9, 580. c8l. 482 e83. f84
* To render these calculations accurate the days of both battles must
be taken inclusive.
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A%oo *Obaidah, was attacked, and would probably have been cut
to pieces, had not Khélid with his troops come to its relief. The
Damascenes were soon put to flight, and forced to seek the
shelter of the walls of Damascus. a

Wardén succeedegl in joining the army which had been col-
lected at Ajnédain, and all the Moslim Generals having effected
a junction with Khilid, both armies sat down opposite to one
another. & ’
- The Moslims, though on the eve of battle, it appears, were not
much troubled with anxiety regarding the result of the engage-
ment. Tt is related, that they celebrated the nuptials of Absn b.
S’aid b. al’Aé¢ with Omm Abén bt. ’Otbah with the usual
ceremonies, on a Friday, ¢ and on the morning following, Khlid
drew out his forces in battle array. He divided his army into
four divisions, each commanded by a chief of note, he himself
being to be found wherever his presence was most necessary, en-
couraging and inspiriting his troops. The women he placed in the
rear, directing them in case any of the Moslims should run,
“to shew them their children, and tell them to fight for their
wives and families.” ¢ M’oédz b. Jabal now harangued the
troops, and the day wore on. Khélid wished to delay the
fight until after the noon-day prayer, but the enemy, confident
in their numbers, were too impatient, and commenced by iwice
charging the Moslim right. They were both times repulsed,
but the Moslims suffered so severely from the arrows of the
Roman archers, that S’aid b. Zaid, a nephew of ’Omar b. al-
XKhattdb, shouted loudly to Khalid to put an end to their distress.
Khélid, thus taunted for his delay, approached the cavalry, and
placinghimself at their head cried, “ Charge in the name of God and
may He have mercy on ye.” The battle now became general, and
the whole Moslim army, no longer restrained, rushed on “to victory
or to death.” The force of their charge was irresistible ;—The
enemy instantly gave way at all points, and being completely
routed, fled in confusion. d

The loss of the Moslims in this battle was severe. Among the
killed was the bridegroom Abén b. $’aid. And al-Y’aboobb.’Amr

a6, 576, ¢ 77. d78.
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received the submission of these places Khalid, it is related,
stretched southward to Hawwéiroon, and here he was met by an
army reinforced by divisions from B’alabakka and Bogrs, but
after some hard but desultory fighting, the enemy sued for peace.
Having left Hawwiroon Khalid set out towards Bogrd, the
capital of the district of Hawran, @ and when he had arrived near
that city a division of 5,000 men under command of al-Darnajir#
came out to attack him. Khélid drew out his force, which
consisted of but 1,250 men, in order of battle, and after a fierce
encounter, completely routed the Romans, with great slaughter. &
Those who escaped alive, fled into the city of Bogri, where they
soon after accepted conditions of peace. The Moslims, still,
however, scoured the country round Marj Réhi¢ and took many
prisoners. ¢

Kh4lid now turned his steps towards Damascus and entering
the Ghootah passed by Thaniyah, afterwards named from his, or
rather the Prophet’s, standard, Thaniyat al-’ Ogdb. From thence
he marched to a place, named Dair, from him called subséquently
Dair Khdlid. This place was near the Bdb al-Sharqi or Eastern
Gate of the city of Damascus, and here Aboo ’Obaidah Jomed
him from al.Jdbiyah. 4

A Roman General named Wardin, with a large army, now
advanced by rapid marches from Himg with the view of cutting
off Shora%bil at Bogri. Aboo ’Obaidah counselled proceeding
at once to his aid, but Khilid was of opinion, that it would be bet-
ter to collect the scattered divisions of the Moslim forces, and dis-
perse a considerable army, which had assembled to oppose them at
Ajnidain.d A circular letter was accordingly written to Yazid b,
Abf Sofy4n, Shorakbil b. Hasanah, and ’Amr b. al-’A4g, directing
them to join the main army which was en route to Ajnédain. et

Khilid and Aboo ’Obaidah now raised the siege of Damascus
and set out, but they had not proceeded very far, before the rear
guard, composed of about one hundred men, and commanded by

69 b570. c7l. d72. e73.

* This is very probably a title or designation.

+ Here is given Aboo Bakr’s letter to Aboo 'Obaidah on the nppomt-
ment of Khalid to the Chief Command.
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of some note, he completely routed the enemy, taking several
prisonersa who were afterwards men of some celebrity among
the Arabs. %

From ’Ain al-Tamr, Khilid despatched two letters, one to the
army in Syria & acquainting the men of his being appointed to
the chief command ; and the other to Aboo *Obaidah ¢ the style of
which, for the sentiments it contains, reflects much honor upon the
rough soldier. He then proceeded, despersing some of the Banoo
Taghlab and Banoo al-Namir about Alyos, until he arrived—pass-
ing en route Samiwah—at Qardqar. From this place he had
to cross a desert of five days’ march. A sandy plain and burn-
ing sun, eight hundred odd thirsty Moslims with their cattle,
but water none.—What was to be done? Khalid and his men,
who no doubt would have faced the devil in the shape of a
Kifir, hesitated facing this desert without water.

In this dilemma Raf’ib. *Amr al-Tayi stepped forth and offered
to conduct the army in safety to Shawé, which he did in the fol-
lowing manner :—Taking twenty camels he kept them without
water until they thirsted exceedingly, he then watered them and
sowed up their mouths. Four of these were killed daily, their
flesh serving for food, and the water obtained from their stomachs
for drink; and thus the army arrived, with few casualties, at
Shawi. d Quitting this place Khalid proceeded to al-Liw,
and then to Qogam, where he made a treaty of peace with the
Banoo Mashj’ah.e He then stretched onwards to al-Ghadir and
Dzit al-Ganamain, ravaging the surrounding country, until he
came to the Ghootah of Damascus. e Within the walls of this city,
fleeing before his successful arms, all had taken refuge, and with
its garrison were now prepared to stand a siege. Aboo ’Obaidah
was still at al-Jabiyah, but he marched to Damascus to meet his
new commander, and the army with Khalid at its head now sat
down before the Capital of Syria. f

Aboo Isma’ail now goes back a little, to give the account
of some matters, not detailed by his other authorities, viz. the
siege and taking of Arakah and Tadmor (Palmyra). Having

a 60. b6l. c62 d64. e 65 f66.
One of them was the grandfather of Ibn Iskaq the Historian.
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encounter ensued. God, however, gave victory to the Moslims,
who committed such slaughter amongst the Persians, that the river
is called the Nahr al-Damm or River of Blood to this very
day. ¢ Khilid then made peace with the people of al-Alis, as
he had done with those of Zandward4d and Hormozjardd, and
continued his march to Mojtam’a al-Anhér or ““the meeting of
the waters.”’ a Here Zidzibah, Khosraw’s Geeneral on the frontier,
who had established his head quarters at al-Hirah made ready to
oppose him, and again al-Mothann4 was despatched to settle the
business with the sword. The battle lasted for some time, but
Kh4lid coming up, the Persians had no sooner laid eyes on him
than they fled in terror. @ The people of al-Hirah seeing this, sent
deputies to sue for peace, which was granted on payment of
100,000 dirkams :—This was the first tribute which reached
Madinah from ’Iraq. &

Having concluded a treaty of peace with the people of al-Hirah
Khilid sent Bashir b. $’ad with a small force to attack Banigiy4,
where a Persian General of the name of Farrokh-shaddad b.
Hormoz commanded. ¢ An encounter ensued in which Farrokh-
shaddad was killed, and Bashir, wounded, returned to Khalid.
He then sent another chief, who concluded a treaty of peace with
the people of Baniqiy4, on their paying one thousand dirhams, and
the same number of sheets or scarfs d (wl-kab).

By this time .Aboo ’Obaidah was at al-Jébiyah, but he does not
seem to have prosecuted the war with -much activity, and, alarm-
ed at the rumours which reached him of the preparations of the
Romans, he again wrote to Aboo Bakr for succour. d The Kha-
lifah, on receipt of his letter, instantly wrote to Khalid ordering
him to set out at once, with the most hardy of his troops, for
Syria, and appointing him Commander-in-chief of the Moslim
armies in that country. e Khélid, leaving al-Mothanni command-
ing in ’Irdq, started to execute his orders with the least possible
delay. Ravaging the country round, and bearing down all opposi-
tion, he continued his journey from al-Hirah to al-Anbir ; from
thence to Candawé, and then to ’Ain al-Tamr.f Here he met
with some resistance, yet although he lost one or two Companions

ab4. 5565, ¢b66. db7. ¢b8. f58.59.
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he found the Persians too strong for him. At the very time of
Khalid’s arrival, the people of al-Obollah were preparing to attack
him and “ It is only your timely advent” said he to Khalid “ which
has prevented their doing s0.” @ The wily Khilid now tried a
stratagem, and feigning to continue his march he set out, but
under cover of night, returned. The Obolliyans thinking he had
left Sowaid to his own resources, and confident of success,
marched out against him in the morning, when Khélid, falling on
them with his troops, routed them with very great slaughter. &

Having performed this feat, Khélid proceeded on his way to a
place called al-Nibb3j, where he met a certain Christian Arab
named al-Horr b. Bahird. &6 Him he threatened to put to death

unless he apostatized, but after a short theological dialogue he
~ appears, for reasons unstated, to have delayed putting his inten-
tions into execution. ¢

Now at the same time that the Khalifah had written to Kh4lid,
he had also despatched a messenger to al-Mothannd b. Hirithah,
informing him of what he had done, and al-Mothann4, having
goue to al-Nibbdj to meet Khélid, he there found al- Horr b. Bakira,
bound, and in confinement. He interceded with Khalid for his
countryman who at his solicitation released him. ¢

About this time a certain man named Madz’ooor b. Adi, one
of Mothann&’s people, wishing to bring himself into notice, wrote
to the Khalifah an egotistical epistle requesting to be entrusted
with the thief command.d Al-Mothannd, however, to counteract
the effects of this letter, wrote also to Aboo Bakr complaining of the
annoyance he had met with from this man. d The Khalifah wrote
a polite letter to Madz’ooor telling him to serve under Khilid,
and replied in complimentary terms to al-Mothannd, e and the
affair does not appear to have gone further.

Khélid b. al-Walid now advanced until he reached Zandwards
which he conquered. He then proceeded onwards to Hormoz-
jardd, which also fell before his arms ; and from thence he marched
towards al-Xlis. Here a Persian General called Jabsn came out to
meet him;f and against him he detached al-Mothannd b. Héri-
thah. e The forces met on the banks of asmall river, and a fierce

a 49. b 50, ¢ 5l. d b62. e 53.
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In the mean time the Khalifah wrote to Aboo ’Obaidah direct-
ing him to scour the country with his horse, and cut off the ene-
my’s supplies, but not to besiege any of their cities until he had
heard from him ; and above all things to put his trust in God, for
the Romans should not bring any force against him that he would
not assist him with as many, if not double, their number. a

The first brush the Moslims had with the enemy was at a
place called al-’ Arabah, where they were met by a body of men
consisting of six Regiments, each of 500 men. These were, however,
soon put to flight and pursued to al-Dathinih, where they made
another stand, but to no purpose. The Moslims charged, and
the enemy fled in confusion. b -

We must now leave Aboo ’Obaidah and Yazid in Syria and
turn our eyes to’Irdq. From that quarter it had come to the
ears of Aboo Bakr that a certain person of the name of al-Mothan-
ni b. Harithah had been making predatory expeditions into
the country of the Persians, and performing exploits of some
gallantry. ¢ This intelligence astonished them at Madinah not
a little, and ’Omar, it is related, exclaimed, “Pray, who is this
man of whose battles we hear, before we know who he is ?”” But
al-Mothann4, though absent, found one amongst them who readily .
informed them who he was ; ¢ yet wishing, I suppose, to have the
authority of the Khalifah for his inroads on the Persian territo-
ries, he came ‘shortly after to Madinah and solicited a commission,
which Aboo Bakr readily granted. ¢ Finding his forces"too weak
however to cope with the Persians, he afterwards sent his brother to
Madinah begging assistance from Aboo Bakr, who, at the sugges-
tion of ’Omar, immediately wrote a proclamation addressed to
Khilid b. Walid (who was still in Yamémah,) and those who
were with him, to the effect that they should at once proceed to
‘al’Irdq. d Immediately on Khélid receiving this letter he assem-
bled his troops, and, having acquainted them with the wishes of
the Khalifah, set out the very same day for *Irdq. e

He soon reached Bagrah where he met a man of the name of
Sowaid b. Qozbah, who had been endeavouring to perform exploits
similar to those al-Mothanné had been achieving at Koofah ; e but

a42. b 43. ¢ 45. d 46,47. e 48.
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immediately sent off to the army. After him came Aboo al-A’awar
al-Solimi and M’an b. Yazid ; indeed nothing astonished Aboo
‘Bakr more than the rapid arrival of the Mohajirins on hearing of
the preparations of the Romans. @

Now the Syrians as soon as they saw the armies of the Moslims
approaching from all sides, and their numbers increasing daily,
became considerably alarmed, and wrote to the Emperor Heraclius
for assistance. & He told them simply however,  to fight,” for that
the people of only one of their cities would be a match for any army
the Moslims could bring against them, at the same time he said
he would send help by and by. 4 So the Syrians wrote one to the
other, and tried to get up a force to meet the Arabs ; but they were
divided in opinion, some among them preferring the dominion of
the Arabs to that of the Romans. 5 Aboo’Obaidah had intelligence
of all these matters, and duly communicated them to Aboo Bakr. ¢
On receipt of Aboo ’Obaidah’s letter, the Khalifah called a council
of -the Mohijirins and Angars, and also invited to it some of the
chiefs of Makkah, who had been slow in professing the faith. This
latter was highly displeasing to ’Omar and he remonstrated with
him regarding it, which reaching the ears of the Qoraish, Harth
b. Hishédm, Sohail b.’Amr, and *Iqrimah b. Abi Jahl expostulated
with ’Omar, setting forth, that if they had not embraced the faith
with sufficient readiness, they were now ready to die for it. d They
accordingly set out for the seat of war and did good service.

Aboo Bakr then assembled a considerable body of men and
sending for’Amr b. al-’Aég placed him at the head ofit. Now’Amr
though brave, was an ambitious man, so he said to Aboo Bakr “ O
Khalifah, am not I to be commander of the forces?”” “ Certainly”
replied Aboo Bakr  of those I send with you from this.” ¢ At the
same time, however, he informed him that when he joined the army,
Aboo ’Obaidah would command the whole. ’Amr, still unwilling
to forego a chance, now tried to induce ’Omar to speak a word for

'M to the Khalifah, but the upright ’Omar sternly rebuked him for

his pnde, and told him that Aboo *Obaidah, the Amin al-Ommat,
‘was in every way his superior.f He then took leave of him,
and ’Amr with his force set out for Syria.

234 b36 c87. 3839 e40. f41.
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Zisd with a thousand men of his tribe, and Aboo Bakr, atehis
anxious solicitation, permitted him to follow, directing him to join
Aboo ’Obaidah. ¢ The Khalifah now thought all were off, but no
sooner had Milzén started, than Ibn Dzi Sahm arrived from
Yaman, with a body of men somewhat less than one thousand,
and these were despatched to join the Division under the com-
mand of Yazid. b

According to our author the Roman Emperor Heraclius was
at this time in Palestine, ¢ and the march of the Arabs did not
remain long unknown to him. He immediately assembled his
chiefs and in haranguing them, with a view to incite them to war
with the Arabs, told them that a “set of barefooted, naked
and half-starved wretches” had entered their country.d The
emperor then retired, making similar harangues as he passed
through Damascus, Him¢ (Emessa) and Antdkiyah (Antioch.) &

In the mean time Aboo ’Obaidah proceeded on his route wid
‘Widi al-Qori, al-Hijr, and Ziza, until he came to Mab, where the
Romans came out to meet him. They were instantly however
put to flight and obliged to sue for peace.d The Moslims then
proceedet] to al-Jabiyah where they received news that Heraclius
had assembled an army at Antioch, such as mortal man had
never seen before. e On this Aboo ’Obaidah, considerably alarm-
ed, wrote to Aboo Bakr to consult him. e The Khalifah, in reply,
somewhat sarcastically informed him, that he had Moslims with
him to whom death was more welcome.than life : he added never-
theless that he would assist him with more, telling him at the same
time to be of stout heart and go at the enemy. f Yazid also wrote
a dispatch informing Aboo Bakr that Heraclius had gradually re-
tired before the Moslims through fear, to which he received an
encouraging reply, and two divisions under command of Héshim
b. ’Otbah g and S’aid b. ’Aémir b. Hidzyam % were dispatched ;
the former to Aboo ’Obaidah, and the latter to Yazid.

As soon as the Arabs heard that the Romans were assembling
in force, they came to Madinah from all quarters and were most
solicitous to join the army. Hamazah b. Malik al-Hamdéni
brought with him upwards of two thousand of his tribe ¢ and was

ald. 520, c22 d23 e24 25 96, g27. %29 i3l
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ameong the Moh4jirins and Angérs who fought at Badr and Ozad,
and submitting to them his views, requested their counsel. @ After
some discussion, or rather I should say, discourse, the plans of the
‘Khalifah were unanimously approved of, and Khélid b. S’aid was
the first Moslim who, with his family and followers, encamped
outside the city ready for the march. & Aboo Bakr now appointed
four generals of Division viz. Yazid b. Abi Sofysn, Aboo ’Obaidah
b. al-Jarrdh, M’oddz b. al-Jabal and Shorakbil b. Hasanah. Of
these however Aboo ’Obaidah was the chief, and Yazid the second
in command. A circular letter ¢ was then written to the people
of Yaman by the Khalifah, requesting their aid in the cause of
Tslam, to which they with one heart responded. Warriors pre-
pared to set out for Madinah, the chief among whom was Dzoo
al-Kild’a, al- Himyari d and all was bustle and activity. A consi-
derable force being assembled, Aboo Bakr,on foot, with great
humility, visited the camp in company with Yazid; and having
associated with him Zam’ah b. al-Aswad e gave him some sound
advice and dismissed him to proceed to Syria. f

On his return to the city, he met Shorabil, who was full of a
dream he had had the previous night. On hearing it, the Khalifah
interpreted the dream favorably g and three days after, having
given Shorakbil advice similar to that which he had given Yazid,
he took his leave of him and the latter set out with his Division.

The Khalifah was now anxionsly expecting the arrival of the
Arabs from Yaman, and not long after, the Himyarites with Dzoo
al-Kil#’a at their head, the tribes of MadzAij, Tayi, Azd, &c. &c.
came flocking in, red hot for martyrdom..2 When all had arrived,
Aboo Bakr proceeded in person to Thaniyat al-Widd’a ¢ and
giving a farewell harangue, took leave of Aboo ’Obaidah and the
troopsj who proceeded on their way. Khalid b. $’aid b. al-’Ad4g,
it is mentioned, joined Aboo ’Obaidal’s force in preference to-
going with his kinsman Yazid, because he considered him a better
Moslim, and with him went also his thyee brothers ’Amr, al.
Hakam, and Abén. % Lastly, and after the divisions of the army
had all started, came a man of the tribe of Zayi named Mil%én b,

ap.l, bpd opb. d6, e8 S10. gll. 412 ild 16,



ANALYSIS.

IN THE NAME OF GOD THE MERCIFUL THE
CLEMENT.

“There is no God but God, and MoAammad is his Messenger,”
saith the Moslim. Yet as before him prophets were not immortal,
so Mo/ammad,—having by great perseverance and untiring exer-
tions, established the new religion, and conquered by the sword,
with the assistance of the Qordn the idolatrous Arabs,—died,
leaving his successors to found by the same means, a dynasty
that once spread terror over one-half of the old world. “ Go
forth to fight,” & said the Most High. ¢ Paradise lieth under the
shade of the sword,” 4 echoed the prophet. Victory or Martyr-
dom ! shouted his Companions ; and the fanatic Moslims fired by
religious zeal, in taunting the Christians, cried “ Verily we love
death more than ye love life.” ¢

Immediately before the Prophet’s death he had planned an
expedition to Syria, and an army under command of Zaid
Ibn Osimah had actually marched from Madinah. It halted
however in the suburbs, and Mokammad’s illness terminating
unfavorably, Zaid and his forces returned. ¢ Aboo Bakr after much
discussion having been proclaimed Khalifah, found himself taxed
to the utmost in bringing into subjection the rebellious tribes of
the Arabs, and the followers which false prophets had gathered
together. Mosailimah, however, and Malik b. Nowairah &c. no
more, the pseudo prophetess Sajak having embraced the faith, and
the rebellious of al-Hawazin, al-Yamamah, al-Bakrain, Hadhra-
mawt, &c. having been—chiefly by the skill of Khalid b. al-Wilid,
—brought under subjection, e the Khalifah determined to fulfil the
wishes of the prophet and carry the Moslim arms into Syria.

With this intention he assembled ’Omar, Othmén, ’Alyi, Aboo
’Obaidah b. al-Jarréh, and the other most celebrated companions

a Qoran 8. al-Tawbah, J 10, r. 11. & A Hadith apud al-Bokhari and
Moslim. ¢ A Hadith apud Taisir al-Wocool from Razin. 4 ’Oyoon al-
Athar, ¢ al-Zabari.
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arranged alphabetically, and I would call the attention of the
scholar to them,—they are very valuable.*

- It remains but for me to notice the Analysis, in preparing
which, [ have adopted a somewhat novel plan. I have endea-
voured simply to compress my materials and have aimed, only,
at giving the reader what the text contains in precisely the same
order, and, when possible, in almost the same words. If then
the reader looks for a pleasing narrative, written in a polished
style, he will be disappointed ; the method adopted by early Arab
historians of giving each relation separately, is opposed to it,
besides which, in regularly and closely accompanying the text,
and still keeping the narratiye sufficiently connected, no small
difficulty was experienced.

The armies of Heraclius and the defenders of Syria appear
to have been composed of various races. To avoid miscon-
ception I would mention that I have invariably styled them
“ Romans” except in those places (which are few) where it is
clear that such was not the case.

W. N. Leks,

Fort William College, 1st July, 1854.

* Great caution is necessary in handling these important records, and
I take this opportunity of correcting an error into which I have incau-
tiously fallen in quoting from another’s work a passage from Ibn Hishém
(see Note p. 13) I have since compared the extract with the original text,
which I had not at the time, It is Ibn Hishim’s own; and not Ibn
Ishaq’s.
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celebrated Divines of hisday. (See text p. 35). He left his
native land in search of Hadith and embarked at Tyre for
Alexandria in Egypt, where he spent the remainder of his life,
and died A. H. 576 just three years after this MS. was writ-
ten.

It is evidently copied with very great care, the vowel points
being given throughout. These differ in a few words from
those which have been adopted by our best Lexicographers, but
I have invariably preferred adhering to my text,and have in
very few instances attempted correction. The MS. presents a
few peculiarities ;—the long vowels of such proper names as
Khalid, Malik, Gali, &c. are generally changed for the short,
and the final infirm letter of defective verbs is omitted in a few
instances not sanctioned by Grammarians; nor has the Kdtib
invariably written the Aemzak where the etymology of the
word would require it. The latter has been added when the
omission of it would lead to error, but for the rest these pe-
culiarities have been left untouched.

I have before stated that the MS. is incomplete, yet it must
not be concluded that we have not a continuous narrative.
There are but three pages wanting in the body of the work,
which from the context would not appear to contain important
facts. From the beginning there are three pages, also, missing,
and this is certainly to be regretted, as there we would most pro-
bably have obtained some information regarding the author;
—the transcriber’s isndd, fortunately, is preserved to us, and
will be found at page 35. Of the latter part, I am of course
unable to say what portion is wanting, but as the narrative is
brought down to the taking of Czesarea I should think not much.
On the whole the work, incomplete though it be, is certainly
one of the most valuable remains of Arabic history that has
ever been published ; for if we except the Qorén and some of
those ancient poems, regarding the genuineness of the greater
portion of which, there are many opinions, I am not aware-
that we have any complete work in original that was written
at so early a period as this Fotook. The author’s isndds I have’
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he was determined to live by his books, and during his long life
he managed to keep the wolf from the door by selling the MSS.
which his fathers had collected. I believe it was in 1850 when
1 made the acquaintance of the old man, and had the last pick
of his library. The books were placed on a charpay and a
lamentable sight it was—two leaves of one valuable work and
five or six of another mixed up in the most glorious confu-
sion. The Fotd% al-Shim is the most important which I
found.”

It is very old and sadly worm-eaten, the first. quarter
indeed so badly, that whilst consulting it, several small pieces
fell out, which I had to preserve and afterwards severally apply
to the worm-eaten passages to enable me to fill up the lacune.
It was my original intention to leave many of these, blanks, but
I found on going to press that the text would present such
a mutilated appearance, and besides, that the MS. offered so
many assistants,~—such as the remains of a letter, of a diacritical
point or tashdid, &c.—that could not be got into a printed edi-
tion, that although it entailed very great labour and considerably
increased my responsibilities, I determined to render the work
as complete as lay in my power. In this I was much assisted
by Mawlawi Kabir al-Din Akmad of the College of Fort
William, whose quickness at deciphering worm-eaten passages
and general intelligence rendered him,to me, particularly useful.

The scholar, I feel confident, being assured that no labour has
been spared to give as good a text as the worm-eaten materials
at my disposal would admit of, will, in estimating the difficulty
of his task, deal leniently with the Editor.

From the appearance of the MS. I should assume, that it was
fully 600 years old, and would conclude consequently that it
was written by a pupil of al-Hifiz al-Silafi, Aboo TSkir Akmad
b. Mokammad of Ispahéin,* one of the most learned men and

® For a notice of him see Ibn Khallikin. No. 43, Ed. Wiistenfeld.
' Alsp Haiji Khalifah Vol I1. p. 598 No. 4093.
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Kalbi, Thn Shabbah &c.* as are available to us in the works,of
other authors, together with the respectability of Aboo Ism#&’iil’s
own authorities and the general accuracy of his isndds—I think
we are justified in concluding that his work is perhaps as cor-
rect, if not more 80, than any that has ever been written on the
early Mokammadan conquests in Syria. Judging from the
data which I have been able to obtain from his isndds, it appears
that he took his materials from no authority, who died later
than A. H. 153-4 ; his earliest having died in A. H.133. And
allowing him then to have lived 71 years, i. e. 25 years before,
and 25 years after this intervening period, it would bring the
date of his death to about A. H. 178, which is perhaps some-
what later than the reality.

Having nothing further to add regarding Aboo Ism4'iil I
might here conclude these remarks, but I must say a word or
two more regarding the MS. It was found by Dr. Sprenger
at Dihli in the year A. D. 1850, and I cannot perhaps do bet-
ter than subjoin aun extract from a letter on this subject from
my valued friend.

“ The ancestors” writes, the Dr. ¢ of the late Sh4dh K4l¢ were
the spiritual guides of the kings of Dilly and had accumulated
a very valuable library. They were all saints—Shéh and Faqyr
were their titles, and—what might appear incompatible with
sanctity,—most of them were also men of learning. Times
changed and the Shih made a very poor living by sanctity, yet

* Since the above was in type, I have heard that a copy of al-Wiqi-
di’'s work, in original, on the Military Campaigns: of Mo/ammad, has
been found in Egypt, by A. Von Kremer. It is to be hoped, then, that
we may yet be fortunate endugh to discover more of this author’s works
and amongst them, perhaps, 4is Fotook al-S8him :—The Maghazi is being
published in this Bibliotheca, edited by the learned owner of the valua-
ble MS.



iv
ngme would be found in the Tadzhib Tahdzib al-Kam4l, my copy
of that work is unfortunately defective at the very place it
should occur. From the names that appear in the transcriber’s
isndd (p. 85) it struck me that Aboo Ism#’iil might have been
of the Shf'ah persussion, butin the Biographical works regard-
ing authors of that sect which I have consulted,* I have not
been much more successful. I find several authors of the
name of MoAammad b. ’Abd Allaht—al-Toosi gives five—and
although I cannot satisfactorily identify any of them as our
author, I am still of opinion that some religious objections
caused the omission of his name by Sonni Biographers:—
From the Fikrist 1 take the following brief remark
ale slea 2 Saloll gy gléph (F LS &) sl ot il
Ibn Hajar, the author of the great Dictionary of the Compa-
nions and other valuable works, makes frequent quotations from
this Fotook ; and the learned and critical Dzohabi in mentioning
the author, generally styles him the QaAib Fotook al-Shém;
thereby, I should assume, implying that he was known by this
work, and that it was considered unique,—as Ibn Iskiq is
styled the Gdhib al Siyar wa ’l-Maghdzi, al-Tabari the (dhib
al-Tdrikh, and Ibn S’ad, the Gihid al-Tabagdt, &c. &c.
Yet,although we have not a biographical sketch of our author,
we can tell from his isndds, if not to a year, sufficiently accurately
for all useful purposes, the period at which he lived ; and, from
a comparison of his relations, with those contained in such frag-
ments of the histories of Aboo Mikhnaf, Ibn Iskiq, Ibn al-
* « F¥hrist” of al-Toosi, * Asmda, al-Rijdl" of al-Hasan b. ’Alyi b.
Diood, “ Kholdsat al-Aqwdl” and * Tidhdh al-Tsktibah” of al- Hasan b.
Yoosof al- Hilli. The *“ Asmda al-Rijal” of al-Najishi, * Nadk al-Itdkdr”
of 'Alam al-Hoda and * Nizdm al-Aqwél,” of Nizém al-Din Mokammad
b. al- Hosain al-Qorashi.

4 See also Von Hammer-Purgstall’s Liter. Gesch. p. 944, and Hamdsah
p. 668,



PREFACE.

o the indefatigable research of the learned Dr. Sprenger
-he public indebted for the rescue from destruction of what
emains of the old and very valuable MS., upon which this
is founded : and it is much to be regretted that the learned
tor did not increase the obligations under which he has
udy, so often, placed the Oriental public, by introducing
self, this interesting little work to their notice.

is unusual to found texts upon a single MS. and it is cer-
ly advisable, however valuable a work may be, before doing
hat every exertion should be made to procure at least a
nd ; the worm-eaten state, too, of this fragment—for I re-
to say the MS.is defective—would render such a pro-
ing imperative. The rule has not been neglected, but the
erto fruitlessness of our search, the importance of the
ect, the age and accuracy of the MS., the improbability
v second and more complete copy being procurable, and,
re*all, the very early period at which the author flourished,
» induced both myself and my esteemed friend the owner
1e MS,, to concur in the advisability of at once publishing it.
regret much I am unable to preface the work with even a
t notice of its author, Aboo Ism#’iil Mohammad b. ’Abd
h, al-Azdi, al. Bagri. After much research, my efforts to ob«
any information regarding him have proved unavailing,—
Qotaibah, Ibn Khallikdn, and al-Nawawi, have no notice
tever of gtmh a personage, and although it is probabke his
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