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PREFACE

HIS book is the outcome of a series of visits to

South Africa made over a long period of years.
My journeyings have taken me to many parts of the
Cape Colony—a land of boundless interest ill to
the naturalist and the sportsman. They have taken
me aso into Grigualand West, British Bechuanaand,
the wide territory of the Bechuanaland Protectorate,
Khama's Country of Bamangwato (first put before the
world by Roualeyn Gordon Gumming), and the Kala
hari Desert, a waterless region, full of interest to the
field naturalist.

My ramblings in search of sport and nature included
as well the unfamiliar country of Ngamiland, made
known by Livingstone and Oswell when they first
crossed the Kalahari Desert and set eyes on Lake Ngami
in 1849.

Much though all these territories of South Africa
have been explored by the early travellers and hunters,
there yet remains a remarkable amount of interest
throughout the whole region, and | am in hopes that
this account of its fauna and avifauna may prove not
unacceptable to the traveller and the field naturalist
of the present day, especially to those of the younger
generation.

Some portion of this book has appeared in the pages
of The Field, Chambers's Journal, and The Spectator, and
| have to thank the editors of these publications for
their kindness in alowing me to reprint here. | am
also indebted to The World Field Sport and Colone
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R. A. B. P. Watts for permission to reproduce as my
frontispiece the charming picture of a giraffe in its
native wilderness, taken from a photograph by Major

Anderson in Tanganyika.
H. A, B.
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I
THE CAPE HUNTING DOG

NE of the most dreaded of al the South African

carnivora is the Cape hunting dog (Lycaon pictus)
the wide honde of the Boers, an animal which is un-
doubtedly far more dangerous to the farmers flocks and
herds and to the numerous antelopes of the country
than the lion, leopard, hyena, or any others of the
larger beasts of prey. Although these wild dogs have
long been known to naturalists and sportsmen, few
writers seem to have paid much attention to their
habits. Gordon Gumming has a fair but brief descrip-
tion of them in his book of adventures, the Hon. W. H.
Drummond touches on them in Zululand, and Mr F.
Vaughan Kirby, in his excellent volume In Haunts of
Wild Game,also makes some mention of them. Mr
W. L. Sclater, the well-known zoologist, formerly
curator of the Capetown Museum, has a more extended
notice of the wilde honde in The Fauna of South Africa,
and in various books of sport and travel in Africa one
finds here and there some occasional, but usually very
cursory, reference to this dreaded beast of prey. The
works of the late Captain F. C. Sdlous provide an ex-
ception. In more than one of his books Selous has
agood ded to say about this animal.

The Cape hunting dog, which is, in fact, one of the
most characteristic and most remarkable of al the wild
Canidtfy has a very wide distribution, and at the present
day is found from Cape Colony, where it has now
become scarcer than of old, as far north as Abyssinia
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and Somdiland. After crossng the Zambezi its dis
tribution seems to favour the eastern regions of Africa,
and it may be observed through Nyasaland to Tangan-
yika Territory, and thence to Kenya Colony, Uganda,
Somdiland, and Abyssinia

In height the wilde honde stands about as tall as an
English foxhound, from 23 to 24 inches, but in other
respects the anima bears little resemblance to that
most highly specidized of dl the hunting hounds.
There is, in fact, something about the head of the
African hunting dog which reminds one irresistibly of
the hyenas; a casual observer fairly well used to the
sight of wild animals would probably class this beast
as a connecting link between the wolf and the hyena.
Unlike the hunched-up and ungainly hyena, however,
the mide honde is a clean-built, limber-looking brute,
well set up on excellent legs and feet, and carrying a
fair brush, which adds not alittle to its sporting appear-
ance. There is plenty of room in the frame for lung-
power, an endowment essential to one of the finest and
most untiring gallopers in the world ; the waist is dim,
the frame well ribbed up ; the head is rather short;
the face, muzzle, chin, and throat are invariably black
or brownish black; the ears, brownish yelow in
colour, are upstanding, wide, and large; a dark streak
runs from the pointed muzzle upward between the
ears. The body coloration varies a good deal, even
among members of the same pack. It may be described
as usualy of a pale sandy yelow with irregular dark
brown or blackish markings, the whole effect being to
impart a curioudly blotched or brindled appearance to
the anima. Here and there aso occur whitish patches,
which contribute further to the blotchy appearance.
The limbs are generally mottled in yelow, brown, and
white. The tail is usually mottled to nearly as far as
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the centre, the lower portion being pure white. The
coat is coarse and somewhat woolly in texture, as a
rule thicker about the neck, producing in some indi-
viduas even the appearance of an incipient ruff.
Occasondly these animals, when shot, are found to
be very much out of condition: the hair comes away
very eadly, the skin is often mangy, and the whole
carcass highly offensive. It is for this reason, prob-
ably, that so few skins are sent to museums and private
collections. Yet this wild dog is by no means to be
classed as a carrion-feeder.  On the contrary, it prefers
on al possible occasions to run down its own game
and devour fresh meat, which it does in extraordinary
quantities and with the most amazing rapidity. In two
points the Cape hunting dog differs markedly from the
rest of the Canida—the head and feet. The skull, for
example, is shorter and broader, and the teeth are
stronger and more massive than those of other Canida
whether wild or domesticated. The forefeet as well as
the hind-feet carry four toes only, whereas, as most
people are aware, the typical Canida have five toes on
the forefeet and four only on the hind-feet.

These wild creatures are in their habits among the
most remarkable animals in Africa.  To anyone who
Is familiar with English hounds and English hunting
the marvellous skill of the African hunting dogs in the
chase, the method and forethought which they evince
in planting relays of the pack aong the probable line
of the hunt, their wonderful running powers, their
ferocity, courage, and determination, are especidly
calculated to arouse interest and observation. To the
white farmer of South Africa and to native herdsmen
they are, of course, unmitigated and hateful nuisances,
their habits hideoudy wasteful and destructive, and
among a flock of sheep or goats they are more likely

13
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than not to rip, tear, and daughter five or sx times
as many victims as they actualy devour. | remember
well, as a youngster on my first vist to Cape Colony
in 1876, hearing some Karroo farmers discussing the
assaults of these fierce carnivora.  One flockmaster
from Sneeuwberg, near Graaff Reinet, had some years
before found between fifty and sixty dead sheep ripped
and mangled by a pack of these wild hounds. These
had been dain for the pure mischief and devilry of the
thing, and the brutes, having eaten what they required,
had passed on. This was by no means an uncommon
tale among Cape farmers in the old days. At the
present time, thanks to poison, the rifle, and trapping,
these wild dogs are far less plentiful in Cape Colony
than they used to be. They dtill exist, however, here
and there in the more remote and unsettled districts,
and are found in the dense Addo Bush and the Fish
River Thickets of the eastern part of the colony.
Farther up-country they are ill fairly abundant, and
most hunters of big game have a one time or another
had the chance of seeing them in full cry in pursuit of
some antelope, which, having been singled out of a
troop, they drive before them and attack until it is
disabled and run to a standstill. Once, while in pur-
suit of giraffe in the Northern Kalahari, south of the
Botletli River, | saw at early morning a pack of these
hounds running full cry on the trail of a kudu. It was
a biggish pack—some thirty or forty hounds—and,
passing close to our wagons and, | suppose, getting
our wind, they halted for a minute or two, sat down
and had a good stare at us, occasionally yapping with
sharp cries. My comrade and | were standing on our
wagon boxes. Then, flinging off, the pack took up
the chase and swept on.  Twice | have seen fresh bands
of these hounds join the pack which first started the

14
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game and push onthe chase; and | have no doubt
that the universa testimony of South African natives,
hunters, and colonigts that these animals hunt in relays
and take it in turn to press the quarry they are running
Is absolutely correct.

The Hon. W. H. Drummond, who so well describes
the habits of the game of South-east Africa! has an
excdlent passage on the methods of these wild dogs.
In my experience they do not run so closely together
as he asserts; usually three or four leaders press the
game and run up to bite at it, while the main pack
follows at a short distance.

These hunting dogs run every kind of antelope and
pull it down—kudu, pallah, eland, sable and roan,
gemsbok, reedbuck, and even the fleet and untiring
sassaby and hartebeest. They hunt, of course, by scent
as well as in view when they are getting to the bottom
of their game, and have manifestly very fine scenting
powers. Those who, like the writer, have seen English
foxhounds hunting steinbok and duiker in South
Africa are well aware that antelopes give an excellent
scent, as good, no doubt, as a red deer over Exmoor.
The pace of a Cape hunting dog is very good—so good
that it can gallop up to the stem or flank of its quarry
long before the latter is anything like thoroughly
beaten and take a snap at itsflank, under-parts, or hind-
legs. A pack of European hounds press their game
steadily until it is run to a standstill, and overwhelm it
in a body. But the wide honde hunts quite differently.
Each of the fleetest hounds in turn, or as it gets a chance,
races up to the game and tears with its strong teeth at
some portion of its hinder parts ; the flank and tender
under-parts and the hock tendons are favourite places.

Afl‘ See The Large Game and Natural History of South and South-east
rica.
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By this method the unfortunate antelope is finaly
overcome, as its paces become shorter and more feeble
theattacksgrowfiercerandmoredeadly,andfindly,
maimed, hamstrung, and partially disembowelled, the
quarry is pulled down and devoured,

One of the most extraordinary facts recorded of these
fierce carnivora is related by Sedlous in his first book,
A Hunter's Wanderings.  While hunting near the Umfuli
River, in Mashondand, he and his fellow-sportsmen
saw a sngle hunting dog attack and run a sable ante-
lope bull. Now, the sable antelope is, like the roan
and the gemsbok, one of the most courageous as it is
one of the largest of dl the antelopes, and with its
powerful horns is capable of keeping a bay a whole
pack of wagon dogs, and daying or wounding many
of them. That such an animal should alow itsdf to
be attacked by a single wild dog speaks volumes in
favour of the latter's prowess and determination. In
this instance Sdous saw the wide honde easily run up
to the sable antelope, athough the latter was fresh, and
twice hite a the flank of its big quarry. It was re-
pegting this assault for the third time when the animal
scented the white men and stopped dead. In another
minute, chased by one of the hunters, the hound went
off one way while the antelope escaped by another.
A sable antelope, athough yidding in fleetness and
bottom to such magnificent movers as hartebeest,
sassaby, or even blue wildebeest, is cagpable of galop-
ing a a great pace, probably the pace of an English
red deer, and that a wild dog should thus be able to
run up to one of these animas in the fashion described
by Sdous proves that the Cape hunting dog has a very
high turn of speed as wel as great staying powers.
Terrible, indeed, must a pack of such pursuers be to
any antelope or zebra that roams the veldt. Natives
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assert, and probably with truth, that even the lion gives
awide berth to the hunting dog, and it is pretty certain
that a pack of these wild Canida could, if they chose,
overcome even the so-called king of beasts.

The strength of a pack of these wild hounds varies
a good deal; it may be as smdl as eight or ten or as
strong as fifty or sixty. From twenty to forty may be
taken as about the number of a fairly strong pack.
Gordon Gumming and other authorities state that these
animals have three differing cries: asharp, angry bark,
used when they are surprised ; a chattering like that of
monkeys, usualy only heard at night; and a soft,
melodious note, somewhat like the second cal of the
cuckoo. This last is generdly uttered as a rallying
note when the pack is scattered. The sharp, angry
bark is characteristic, and is aimost invariably given
out when these hounds encounter human beings; the
second or chattering cry | have never heard ; but these
hounds certainly use a melodious note, something like
hoo-boo, when scattered and caling to one another. In
their encounters with human beings they often display
extraordinary assurance and boldness—far more, in
fact, than amost any other of the carnivora. Gordon
Gumming once sustained a most terrible fright from a
big pack of them. He was shooting at night, accord-
ing to his custom, by a pool of water, and had fallen
adeep in the scberm, or shooting-hole.  Suddenly
awakened by noises about him, he started up, to find
himself surrounded by a strong troop of some fifty or
axty wilde honden, which assumed a most menacing
aspect and ‘were chattering and growling volubly
one to another. Gumming, springing to his feet,
waved his blanket and, raisng his voice, managed
to recover his rifle and scare away the intruders;
but he experienced a shock which seems to have

B 17
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impressed him more than amost any other of his many
adventures.

These wild dogs do not make use of ' earths ' except
when the females are with young; the puppies are
brought forth usually in large holes—often those of the
aard-vark (Cape anteater)—upon open plains. From
ten to twelve puppies are sad to be the usua number
at a birth. The young of the Cape hunting dog have
been occasionally captured and domesticated by farmers.
They are never satisfactory, however, in captivity, their
tempers being savage and uncertain. They have, |
believe, been once or twice crossed with domestic dogs,
but the product is said to have been a " mongrel of bad
character." So one might expect from the ferocity and
bloodthirstiness of the wild parent stock.

Captain S. L. Hinde, who, in his book The 'Last of the
Masai, has some excellent field notes on the game of East
Africa, seems to be of the opinion that a second species
of wild hunting dog is found in that region. He says:

It is so much darker [than the well-known species Lycaon
pictus] that the greater number of living specimens, seen

at a short distance, agﬁear to be black except for the white
point to the large bushy tail.

Elsewhere he says:

A pack of dogs were hunting a herd of imEala and
stopped short in front of my party; they barked with
the short, sharp note of a collie, and sat up on their haunches
like a dog begging, to enable them to see over the grass,
which was about two feet high. The sze of the dogs
varied considerably, the largest in the pack being about
the sze of a retriever but of stouter build. In colour
they were black or grey, with long, bushy tals, the ex-
tremity of which for about one-third was snow-white.
Some of them appeared to have ruffs like Pomeranians, and
some were of a yellowish tint on the sdes.

The habits of these hounds as described by Captain
Hinde do not seem to me to differ from those of the
18
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Cape hunting dog in other parts of Africa. We now
know that there are packs or loca races in East Africa
somewhat darker in colour than those in other parts
of the continent. But even in South Africa | have
seen living specimens and skins which carried much
more of the dark colouring than is usually to be observed
among the majority of a pack of these animals. Captain
Hinde's mention of the white-tipped tail and of grey
and yellowish tints seems to me to point to the fact
that these East African specimens were true members
of the species Lycaon pictus. Cornwallis Harris's de-
scription of the colour of this animal, written as far
back as 1837, is:

Ground colour of the hair sandy bay or ochraceous
yellow, irregularly blotched and brindled with black and
variegated spots of exceedingly irregular shape.

Major Powell-Cotton, while camped near Lake
Baringo, in Kenya, in 1902, shot six wild hunting dogs,
which he thus describes :

These wild dogs stood a little under two feet in height,
had very large rounded ears and a mangy coat of rusty
black, blotched with brown and white. There was a
large brown patch on the neck, and the tail and forelegs
showed a good ded of white!

The late Mr Oldfield Thomas, one of our most
distinguished naturalists, who had the advantage of
comparing a large number of skins, separated the
various races of African hunting dogs as follows :

(i) The Cape form (Lycaon pictus venations of Burchell)
Is characterized by the prevalence of the orange-yellow
over the black, the partially yellow backs of the ears,
the large amount of yellow on the under-parts, and a
certain number of whitish hairs on the throat ruff.

Y In Unknown Africa, p. 148,
19
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(2) The typical Lycaon pictus from Mozambique is
distinguished by the nearly equal development of the
yellow and black, both above and below; the back of
the ears and the throat ruff are black, and the amount of
white in the coat is much less than in the Cape form.

(3) The East African race (Lycaon pictus lupinus) is
specidly characterized by its extremely dark colouring,
the yellow being reduced to a minimum.

Mr Oldfield Thomas aso felt justified in distinguish-
ing the Somali hunting dog as (4) Lycaon pictus somalicus.
This form is nearly alied to the East African race, but
is distinguished by its smaler sze, shorter coat, and
less powerful teeth. The yellow in this race is of the
buff tint characteristic of the Cape anima, and thus
decidedly different from the richer and more orange
hue found in the East African representative of the
Species.

The Zululand hunting dog Mr Oldfield Thomas
distinguished as (5) Lycaon pictus zuluendgs. This is a
small animal, profusely mottled on the back with white
as well as yellow and black, of which the last two are
in nearly equa proportions. The coat is long and
coarse; the backs of the ears are blackish; the blatk
streak on the back of the head stops short of the nape ;
the under-parts are tri-coloured; the throat is black,
without any white hairs; the limbs are mottled with
black and pale buffish yellow; and the tail has a large
white brush, occupying more than half its length. Yet
another race from the Shari River country (Lake Chad
region) was named by Mr Oldfield Thomas and Mr
Wroughton : (6) Lycaon pictus sharicus.

It is amost certain that other races from various
parts of Africa will be forthcoming, differing chiefly
in the colour markings. All these, including those
already distinguished, may be looked upon as merdy

20
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locd variations of the Cape hunting dog, first identified
by Burchell.

The first part of this chapter, which originaly
appeared as an article in The Field, was followed a week
or two later by a long letter on the same subject to
the editor of that journal from my old friend the late
Captain F. C. Sdlous, D.S.O. This letter is so full of
interest that | append the greater part of it here:

| read with great interest Mr H. A. Bryden's account
of the African hunting dog (Lycaon pictus) , . . and ... |
should like to add a few more notes on this not very well-
known anima. | do not think that these hunting dogs
were ever very plentiful in the interior of South Africa, as
at the time when | was elephant-hunting, many years ago,
and continually moving about, day after day and year after
year, in countries where game was plentiful, 1 don't think
that | ever encountered more than two or three packs in a
year's wanderings, and there were several years—not con-
secutive—during which | did not meet with any at dl. So
far as my memorK serves me, | think that the wild dogs |
came across—with the exception of the single anima men-
tioned by Mr Bryden, which was chas n% a sable antelope
bull—were in packs of from fifteen to thirty. At times |
have come across these animals lying in the shade of
scattered trees, on bare ground, from which all the grass
had been burned off, and they would then trot away,
continually stopping and looking back, but making no
sound. But | can remember distinctly two occasions on
which | suddenly disturbed a pack of wild dogs in longish

rass. On both these occasions they were very near to me,
Eut could not very well make me out, owing to the length
ofthegrass. They retreated very slowly, and kept jumping
up, looking at me inquisitively, with their large ears cocked
forward. At the same time they gave vent to a kind of
bark, the same sound being repeated twice. This double
note might be represented by the syllables hoo-hoo.

On one of the two occasions which | say | remember so
well | was hunting—in 1873—in the country about half-
way between Bulawayo and the Victoria Fals, not very far,
| fancy, from the present railway line. After along march
| had reached a swampy valley—then known by the name
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of Dett—where there was water, and where | intended to
camp.  Seeing some buffaloes drinking a little way down
the valley, and wanting some fresh mest, | at once proceeded
to stalk 'them. The stream at which the buffaloes were
drinki 28 ran down the centre of an open valey some three
hundred yards broad, in which there was no ‘cover except
that afforded by coarse grass, some 2£ feet to 3 feet In
length. Bemgi1 amed with only an old muzzle-loadin

4-bore gun, | had to get pretty close to anything | want

to shoot, and | had crawled half-way to the buffaloes when
| saw them al suddenly raise their heads and look down
the valey. | immediately looked in the same direction,
and at the same time heard a heavy tramping noise, which
| knew must be caused by a herd of large animals running.
This noise came rapidly nearer, and on raisng mysef so
that 1 could look over the grass | saw a herd of perhaps
forty to fifty buffaloes coming straight towards me at
a lumbering” gdlop. At the same time | heard a noise
which sounded like kak-kak-kak constantly repeated. The
buffal oes came straight on towards me, and had | remained
quiet would have run right over me, so when they were
within twenty yards | jumped Uﬁ and shouted. The
leaders stopped for a moment, and then, swerving dightly,
dashed close past me. | fired into one as they p me,
and immediately afterwards saw some wild dogs—a pack
of about twenty—jumping up in the long grass to look at
me. They had been hanging on to the rear of the herd of
buffal oes, and, had they not been disturbed, would no doubt
have succeeded in pulling down a young animal; but had |
not seen it with my own eyes | never should have though”it
possible that a herd of buffaloes would have alowed them-
saves to be stampeded by a few wild dogs. These latter
gave up the chase as soon as they saw me, and after hoo-hoo-
Ing alittletrotted off. The barking hoo-hoo and the clackin

kak-kak-kak are the onl¥ sounds that | have ever heard wil

dogs make, but I cannot claim to have had much experience
with these animas.  Wild dogs hunt both by day and by
night, and in the latter case must be guided entirely by their
acute sense of smdl.  On the first occasion on which'l ever
had anything to do with wild dogs they ran into and killed
an impala antelope, quite close to my wagon, on a dark
night in 1872. 'We ran up with lights and drove them
from the carcass, a good deal of which they had, however
ar devoured.  About a month later another pack of
wild dogs drove a kudu cow into a shed used as a stable
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attached to a store near the Blue Jacket gold-mine at Tati,
in Matabeldland. | was there a the time, and on this
occason the wild dogs were driven off by some Kaffir boys,
who speared the kudu inside the shed.

For some time during the year 1888 my wagon was
standing at Lushuma, a water-hole which is situated &J;t
ten miles from the junction of the Chobe and Zambezi
rivers. One morning | walked down to Kazungula, at the
junction of the rivers, and on returning to my wagon the
same evening was surprised to see the meat of a freshl
killed kudu hanging up in my camp, as game of al kinds
was very scarce in the district.  On asking my old Griqua
servant where he had shot the kudu, he replied, " Master,
the good Lord gave it us, for the wild dogs brought it
right up to the wagon." _

On further inquiry | found that soon after midday a pack
of these animds chased the kudu to within less than a
hundred yards of the wagon. When my wagon-driver ran
out with his rifle both the wild dogs and the kudu stopped
and looked at him, the kudu evidently very much distressed.
He at once shot the antelope, and its pursuers then ran off.
It has struck me as somewhat remarkable that animals so
confidentin their powers of offencethat they will sometimes
attack a herd of buffaloes, and that a single one of them will
occasiondly try conclusions with so fierce and powerful an
animal as a sable antelope bull, should never have turned
their attention seriously to man as an article of diet. Yetin
al my experience | have never heard of wild dogs attack-
ing human beings, nor have | ever heard either Kaffirs or
Bushmen exPress any fear of them.

This is all the more remarkable because when they are
met with they do not show any great fear of man, but
retreat very leisurely, constantly halting and looking back
curiously beforefinally trotting off. All African antelopes
probably live in deadly fear of wild dogs, for on the occasion
mentioned by Mr Bryclen, when with two companions | saw
a sngle wild dog overtake a sable antelope bull, the latter
halted and looked round when its pursuer was about fifty
yards behind it, and then, instead of showing fight, as |
should have expected it to do, threw out its limbs convul-
gvely and ran at its utmost speed ; but the wild dog over-
hauled it with apparent ease, and twice jumped up and
snapped at its flank, each time, | think, making good its
bite. Now, this wild dog must have been running very
much faster than any South African hunting horse could
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do, for athough it is easy enough to gdlop up to sable and
roan antelope cows in August and September, when these
animds are heavy with cdlf, |1 have never been able to run
into a bull of either of these species, though | have often
attempted to do so, with very good horses, on the open
downs of Mashonaland. Wild dogs, too, can run down
kudu cows and impaa antelopes, as well as hartebeests and
sassebies, none of which animas can be overtaken on
horseback, so that it would be a mere truism to say that no
African shooting pony could overtake a wild do%_
| will now, however, relate an experience which shows
that this is not always the case, and which will probably be
read with great surprise, if not with incredulity.  Early one
morning in November 1885 | was travelling near the source
of the Sebakwe River, in Mashonaland, in company with the
late Mr H. C. Callison, Mr James Dawson, and Cornells
van Rooyen, a well-known Boer hunter. We were all
riding together in very open country, tJust in front of our
four bullock wagons, when we saw fifteen or twenty wild
dogs emerge from a small watercourse that we had just
crossed.  When we first saw them they were just abreast of
u; and not more than three or four hundred yards to our
left. They trotted quietly a\lc\),rc;;, stopping frequently to
look at us, as is their wont. We possessed amongst Us a
large number of dogs, most of them big, rough, powerful
mongrels, such as one sees on a Boer farm in the Transvaal.
Calling to our dogs, we galloped towards their wild cousins,
and twelve or fifteen of the former soon rushed past our
horses and took up the chase at a great pace. The wild
dogs now broke into a gallop, but, strange to say, instead
of leaving their pursuers far behind them they did not seem
able to show any_%reat turn of speed. We were soon right
amongst them with our horses, and our dogs mobbed and
pulled down two, which they held in such a way that they
were quite unable to hite. sondly, | picked out a fing,
large wild dog, in good coat, and rode at him. When my
horse's forefeet were almost touching him he suddenly
rolled on his back and my horse jumped over him. 1
aloped over this wild dog severd times, and findly shot
im. During this time my companions had occupied
themsalves in encouraging our dogs to hold on to the two
they had seized, and the rest of the wild agoack had galloped
off. As each of the two wild dogs that had been caught
had been worried for some minutes by five or Six assailants,
al larger and heavier than himself, we thought they were
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dead, and beat off our dogs. Their two badly used relatives
lay quite still and limp, and we dragged them, together with
the one | had shot, to a tree near a small stream, where we
intended to skin them. All our dogs then went back to
the wagons, which had not halted. We had just commenced
to skin the wild dog | had shot when, on looking round, |
caught the eye of one of the other two that were lying dead,
as we had thought, at the foot of the tree, and instantly saw
that it was dive. It must have been shamming dead dl the
time, in order to recover its strength, as immediately it
caught my eye it sprang to its feet and dashed off. Two
shots werefired at it as It ran, but it got clean away, appar-
ently none theworsefor theworrying it had endured. The
other one our dogs had held, which was not quite full-
rown, and which, moreover, had been held by the throat
Ey one of our most powerful hounds, was quite dead. |
can offer no explanation as to why we were able to overtake
this pack of wild dogs so easlly, after chasing them for less
than amile, but the facts are as | have stated them. . . .
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CURIOSITIES CONCERNING ANTELOPES

HE antelopes belong to the great family of hollow-

horned ruminants, or Bovida, which includes aso
goats, sheep, and oxen. The dividing line between the
different species of these ruminants is often extremely
dender, and the various animals blend and are con-
nected with one another in a manner which is truly
remarkable. Thus the gnus or wildebeests, athough
classed among the antelopes and having most of the
characteristics of that group, bear a strong family like-
ness to cattle and buffaloes, especialy about the heavy
head and horns. The Boers of South Africa, when
they first encountered them, promptly named them
wildebeeste, which means, of course, “wild oxen." The
Rocky Mountain goat, again, although nearly alied to
the antelopes, is in some of its characteristics strongly
reminiscent of the goat, and may be looked upon as a
connecting link between the two races.

All antelopes have in one or other of the sexes, often
in both, horns void of branches. These horns consist
of an under-core of bone covered by a hollow sheath
of horn, which, except in one remarkable instance, is
never shed. This exception is afforded by the singular
and very handsome prongbuck or pronghorn of North
America, which is classed as a distinct family, and is
remarkable not only as having two tines or points to
the horns—borne usualy only by the males—but for
the curious fact that, like the deer, it sheds these horns
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annualy, their place being taken by new sheaths which
develop beneath the old ones.

The hartebeests are a large group of antelopes com-
prisng many species. They are famous as much for
their wonderful staying powers as for their speed, and
in atail-on-end chase they can usually gallop away from
the stoutest hunting horse. The shoulders are high,
and the hind-quarters droop in a remarkable manner.
The eye of the Cape or red hartebeest (khamd) has a
fiery reddish hue, and the tail-tuft, although apparently
black in colour, will be seen, when held against the
light, to have the same curious red tinge. Towards the
pairing season male hartebeests fight a good dedl,
though, from the conformation of their horns, they
cannot do one another much harm. Hartebeests are
pretty wide-awake animals, as | have found to my cost
on various occasions. Thelate Sr Frederick J. Jackson,
Governor of Uganda from 1911 to 1917, and a wdll-
known East African sportsman, writes thus of the
gpecies known by his name (Jackson's hartebeest):

| remember once coming suddenly across a good-sized
herd lying down, but was seen by the sentinel, and they
were up and away before | could do anything. . . . On
following them up | found them in a position which under
ordinary circumstances would have entailed a stalk of
sufficient difficulty to make it pleasurably exciting, had it
not been that there were no less than four sentinels dl
standing on one large ant-heap with their heads towards
the four points of the compass.

Needless to say, the attempt to outwit them was vain.
Near dlies of the hartebeest are the sassaby or
tsesseby, known to the Boers as ' bastard hartebeest/
and its northern cousin the topi or tiang.  The sassaby,
which is even fleeter and more enduring than the typical
hartebeest, and may be characterized as the finest
galloper in dl Africa, is notable also for the wonderful
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satin-like iridescent sheen to be seen on the surface of
the rich chocolate-brown coat.

Then follows the curious Hunter's hartebeest or the
herola, having horns which somehow suggest a connect-
ing link with the fleet and supremely graceful pallah.
This hartebeest has, like some other African antelopes,
a singularly restricted habitat, ranging only from the
south of Somaliland to the northern bank of the Tana
River. The herola has hitherto seldom been shot by
European sportsmen.

The bontebok, a species not distantly connected with
the sassaby and hartebeest, is an antelope notable as
possessing a curiously narrow range, being found only
during the last hundred and fifty years in a small tract
of country near Swellendam, in the south of the Cape
Province. The bontebok, or pied antelope, is hand-
somely marked with purplish brown and white, the
darker colouring having a rich iridescent bloom even
more remarkable than the shining coat of the sassaby.
This antelope is now, unfortunately, very scarce, and is
found only in the protected state on a farm belonging
to Mr Albertyn, between Bredasdorp and Cape Agulhas.

Very closdy related to the bontebok in shape and
coloration is the beautiful blesbok, with which | shall
ded in alater chapter.

The gnus or wildebeests are assuredly among the
most odd, and even grotesque, of nature's most curious
creatures. The white-tailed gnu, or black wildebeest of
the Cape Dutch, is the more extraordinary of the two.
With the dun or chocolate-coloured body of a pony,
it has the dimmest and finest legs, neat hoofs, a long
and flowing white tail, the head of an ox covered with
much shaggy and bristling hair, and a thick, upstanding
mane. The cry is a loud, bellowing, metallic snort,
from which the Hottentots obviously took the name
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‘gnu/  which they bestowed on this quadruped.
Possessed of great speed and staying powers, these
weird antelopes were in the old days found on the plains
of the Cape Province and the Orange Free State in
Immense numbers, associating much with ostriches and
quaggas. They are now found only in the protected
state on afew farms in the Orange Free State, and their
numbers, al told, cannot much exceed two thousand
head. When these singular beasts are disturbed or
approached, often even when at rest and unmolested,
their antics afford the strangest of spectacles. Prancing,
jumping, tearing up the ground with their sharp hoofs
and horns, lashing their long flowing tails, darting in
al directions, striking fiercely at one another, sometimes
dropping on their knees in mimic combats, these weird
antelopes displayed and still display the maddest and
the most incomprehensible antics. They are savage,
treacherous, and vengeful, and many dangerous and even
fatal accidents have happened with them. Cecil Rhodes
had a narrow escape from one of them in his park at
Groote Schoor, near Capetown.

The blue wildebeest, or brindled gnu, has a much
wider habitat, and is found over large portions of the
African continent. As the black wildebeest loved to
associate with the ostrich and quagga, so its blue cousin
makes enduring friendship with the BurchelPs zebra,
which may be termed the zebra of the plains. These
animals have been well styled the Damon and Pythias of
the brute creation. In the vicinity of these two species
may aso frequently be seen, in the wilder parts of Africa,
ostriches, which seem during long ages to have culti-
vated the friendship, or a al events the vicinity, of
both species of these strange antelopes.  Brindled gnus
are nothing like so restless and fiery or so unaccount-
able as the white-tailed species. None the less, when
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disturbed by the hunter they display certain antics,
kicking up their heels, lowering their heavy heads, and
whisking their long black tails. Then, settling them-
sdlves into a longish line, they gallop off at what looks
like a lumbering canter, but is in redlity a very fast pace,
rasing a cloud of dust. The great, shaggy, buffalo-
like heads, with their Roman profiles, are carried very
low, and a big squadron of these large antelopes in
motion makes an impressive sight. Blue wildebeests
are extraordinarily tenacious of life—even compared
with other African antelopes, which are dl well endowed
in this respect. They will galop right away from the
hunter under wounds that would instantly crumple up
ared-deer stag. With a broken leg, or a bullet through
lungs or other vitals, they will press on for miles, and
eadly make good their escape.  The hunter ought
therefore to be especidly careful in aming a these
antelopes. The flesh of neither of the gnus is a dl
good eating.

The waterbucks, lesser and greater, include a large
group of fineand very interesting antelopes al resident
in Africa. The true waterbuck, found from South
Africa as far north as the Shebeyli River, in Somali-
land, is typica of the group. It is a big, strongly
built animal, having a long rough coat, and is found
in smal troops, always in the vicinity of water. The
males are fine sturdy beasts; they carry handsome
horns, and when wounded will occasionaly charge
fiercely. Thefleshis very poor eating. These animals,
which are possessed of a strong and somewhat goat-
like scent, are often winded by the hunter at a con-
Sderable distance.

Among the lesser waterbucks, or kobs, the lechwe
Is remarkable for its water-loving characteristics. It
is found amost invariably in flooded country, and is
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constantly to be seen grazing middie-deep in shalow
lagoons and vkis (or temporary sheets of water), often
in herds numbering severa hundred head. When
adlarmed, these beautiful antelopes run bounding away
in huge leaps, driving the water on either side in showers
of sunlit spray, and affording a magnificent spectacle.
They seek shelter in dense reed-beds, from which they
are hard to dislodge. From ages of existence in a
watery habitat this species has developed curious hoofs,
which are very elongated and well adapted for progres-
son over soft and muddy places; the under-parts,
from the hed to the fase hoofs or dew-claws, are
quite naked, a characteristic peculiar to these antelopes
and the situtunga.

Another member of the lesser waterbucks, Mrs
Gray's kob, found in large herds in the swamps and
flooded regions of the White Nile and its tributaries,
is remarkable for its great beauty and curioudy pied
appearance. For many years, owing to the closing of
the Sudan regions during the tyrannic rule of the Mahdi
and Khalifa, this waterbuck, although discovered in
1855, was quite unknown to European sportsmen.
After the battle of Omdurman and the overthrow of
the Khalifas power it became more familiar; but
its trophies are still looked upon as among the prime
rewards of the hunter's skill. The genera colour is a
rich dark reddish brown, diversified by very singular
and spotlessly white markings about the head, neck,
and shoulders, and the lower parts of the body. A
curious snow-white Y-shaped marking runs from the
back of the ears down the nape of the neck, broadening
out into a saddle-like patch upon the withers.  Grazing
in huge herds over the flooded marshes of the desolate
regions in which they have their habitat, these lovely
waterbucks offer to the eyes of the fortunate sportsmen
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season. Speke's gazelle, a Somdiland species, athough
in other respects a most graceful and well-made animal,
Is dso deformed by the presence of a strange swelling
of the nose, formed by loose, flabby, and corrugated
skin, which is found in both sexes. This skin has a
cavity which can be, and probably is, inflated during
life at the will of the owner.

The springbok, a South African species, may be
looked upon as a connecting link between the true
antelopes and the lighter and more delicately formed
gazelles. Its name was, of course, bestowed upon it
by the Boers, by reason of its extraordinary leaping
powers. Not only is this antelope a magnificent long
jumper, clearing a broadish road essly at a bound, as
it invariably does in crossing such tracks, but it has the
trick or habit when excited or alarmed—often even at
play—of leaping straight upward into the air to a
height of eight or ten feet, as if propelled by a catapult.
The springbok is distinguished from dl other antelopes
and gazelles by ablaze or crest of long, stiff, snow-white
hair, which at ordinary times lies neatly folded beneath
a kind of pouch in the cinnamon-coloured coat at the
top of the back. When the anima is excited or dis
turbed it erects this curious fan-like crest of hair, arches
its back, and begins that amazing series of high legps
from which it takes its name. The bound is taken off
the ground straight up into the air, the dender legs being
held very rigid, and the leap is frequently repested
severd times.  When a whole troop of these antelopes
are thus legping, as they often will do—' pronking/ or
"pranking/ as the Boers cdl it—the display is smply
wonderful. The springbok is a most fleet and graceful
creature, and furnishes the best venison in Africa. It
Is dill very abundant in the Cape Province and other
parts of South Africa; and in the desert region known
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as Bushmanland, just south of the Orange River, the
trek-bokken or migration of these animals still takes place.
These migrations seem to be caused by drought and
lack of food, and perhaps from the desire of the ewes
to drop their fawns within the limits of the rains, where
pasturage is rich. On these occasons not merely tens
of thousands but literaly millions of springbok move
eastward, devouring everything before them. Thelast
great trek-bokken took place in 1896. It extended far
westward into the heart of the north of the Cape Pro-
vince; tens of thousands of buck were shot by the
farmers, and the space of country occupied by the moving
trek measured about 138 by 15 miles. Over this area,
as | say, literaly millions of springbok were in move-
ment ; competent and very careful observers computed
that they could see within the purview of their own
eyes half a million antelopes a one moment.

Springbok are to be reckoned among those antelopes
which can exist for long periods without drinking, yet
occasionally they seem to be overtaken by an appalling
thirst. In 1892 millions of them moved from Bushman-
land westward, and reached the sea.  They rushed into
the waves, drank the sdt water, and died in tens of
thousands. " The bodies lay in one continuous pile
aong the seashore for over thirty miles, and the stench
drove the Trek Boers, who were camped near the coast,
far inland." This extraordinary incident is vouched
for by Mr W. C. Scully, formerly Civil Commissioner
for Namagualand and Specia Magistrate, a gentleman
whose admirable writings on South Africa are well
known.

Gazelles are to be classed as peculiarly dender and
delicately shaped cousins of the antelopes, and are
found for the most part in the open deserts of North
and East Africa and parts of Asa. They are of many
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species.  Both sexes usually carry horns, and they are, as
a rule, wonderfully well adapted by nature to the sun-
scorched and sandy habitats in which they live, their
usual coloration being fawn or a sandy rufous of vary-
ing shades. One African species, the gerenuk, or
Waler's gazedle, is so singular in its appearance and
habits that it may be briefly referred to. This very
aberrant form, found in Somailand, Abyssinia, and
East Africa, stands from 3 feet to 3 feet 6 inches in
height a the shoulder; it has on a minor scae, in the
extraordinary elongation of the neck and the long,
stilty legs, a marked resemblance to the giraffe. Even
the head and face, though they are surmounted in the
males by shapely horns, are strikingly reminiscent of the
giraffe. On the other hand, the genera coloration is
very different, being a rich rufous fawn. It would
seem amost as if this singular gazelle were trying, in
the course of long ages, to develop the characteristics
of the giraffe, a consummation to which it has as yet
only partially attained. The eyes, as with the giraffe,
are large, dark, prominent, and melting. Between the
eyes, on the middle of the brow, is a singular pro-
minence with a central aperture, from which exudes a
black liquid secretion which stains everything it comes
into contact with, exactly as does ink. The purpose
of this curious secretion is as yet unknown. The
gerenuk is, like the giraffe, a browsing creature, and
for the purpose of reaching foliage which it cannot
ordinarily get at it stands on its hind-legs, supports
itsdf with its forefeet against a branch or trunk, and
thus devours food apparently quite out of reach. It is
possible that through these high-browsing proclivities
this singular gazelle might, in the space of another few
thousand years, if it could remain free and unmolested,
develop into something like a genuine giraffe. The
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gerenuk is believed to be quite independent of water
during the dry season.

Two of the handsomest and most remarkable game
animals in Africa are the magnificent sable and roan
antelopes, big and powerful beasts. The sable attains
in stature at the shoulder from 4 feet 6 inches to 4 feet
9 inches. The coat of the adult male sable is a rich,
deep rufous brown, becoming glossy black in the older
animals. The under-parts are spotless white. The
face is handsomely marked in brown and white, while
the neck carries a full, upstanding mane. These noble
antelopes run in large herds, and a good troop affords
one of the most magnificent spectacles of wild life to
be found even in that home of natural wonders, the
continent of Africa. Sable antelopes are bold and
courageous beasts, and defend themselves vigorousy
againgt the carnivora, dogs, and hunters. A wounded
animal is distinctly to be treated with caution, and its
fierce charge and the lightning-like stroke of its strong,
scimitar-shaped horns render it very formidable.

The roan antelope, a sort of first cousin of the sable,
Is an even bigger and more formidable animal, capable
of inflicting severe and dangerous wounds when at
bay. But of this antelope more in the next chapter.

In the famous gemsbok, or Cape oryx (Oryx ga%e//a)>
we have again one of the noblest and handsomest of
horned animals. Its long, spear-like horns, which
attain a length of close on 4 feet, vinous-grey body-
colouring, notable head-markings, which much resemble
the appearance of a headstall, and the very long sweeping
tall and gallant port render this antelope one of the most
splendid ornaments of the dry deserts amid which it
roams. Like the eland, the hartebeest, the giraffe, and
other thirst-resisting animals, the gemsbok is practicaly
independent of water, and is capable of existing for
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long periods without drinking. With its long and
formidable horns it can offer dangerous resistance to
its attackers, and there is a persistent tradition in South
Africa that this antelope occasondly days even the
lion. It is certain that the skeleton of a gemsbok and
that of a lion, the latter impaled on the horns of the
former, have been found rotting in the veldt.

It seems to be more than probable that the unicorn
of heraldry was origindly derived from the oryx of
North Africa or of Arabia, which belong to the same
group as the gemshok. It is certain that the figure of
the unicorn found upon Persian and Egyptian monu-
ments closdly resembles an oryx with the horn set
forward instead of back. It has been supposed that
the Crusaders may have introduced the figure of the
unicorn into heraldry after their wanderings in the
East and in North Africa. And it is a remarkable
circumstance that John of Lancaster, Duke of Bedford,
used as one of the supporters of his coat of arms the
figure of an antelope which could only have been
intended for an oryx. Certainly in its own native
deserts, where | have watched it closdly, the gemsbok
of South Africa is one of the most martial and gallant
figures to be seen in the veldt, well worthy to be chosen
(as it was) as one of the supporters of the coat of arms
of the Cape Province—the other being the black wilde-
beest. Among other remarkable members of the group
of oryxes are the leucoryx, or white oryx, and the addax,
both denizens of the waterless regions of Nubia and
the Sudan regions.

Of the consderable family of the bushbucks, the
nyala, a splendid and remarkable antelope, found chiefly
in the heavily bushed country fringing the littoral of
South-east Africa, is the most remarkable.  The maes
carry long, sweeping coals of coarse greyish-brown
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hair, the neck hair being amost black. The bright
tan face is marked with a white chevron, and there are
other white spots and markings upon the cheeks, chin,
and gullet. White stripings appear upon the body,
and the lower part of the legs are tan. In the males a
white crest appears adong the back. The femaes are
bright orange-chestnut in hue, with white markings.
The horns, carried only in the males, are stout, spiradl,
and sharp-pointed, and attain in good specimens a
length of 2 feet 7 inches. A good ram nyala stands
3 feet 6 inches, and weighs 300 pounds. These large
and eegant bushbucks harbour in the densest covert,
and are extremely difficult to obtain, venturing into
the open to feed under cover of night only. They have
the sonorous bark peculiar to the family, and when
followed up with dogs, or wounded, charge with great
courage, their horns rendering them very formidable.
Ex Africa semper aliquid novi is a saying that has held
good from Pliny's time to the twentieth century. Not
long ago two sportsmen, Mr Ivor Buxton and Mr C.
Albright, shooting in Gallaland, near the border of
Abyssinig, lit upon an entirely new species of antelope,
a large anima of the bushbuck type, carrying splendid
horns remarkably like those of the nyala. This fine
animal, which is intermediate in size between the
greater kudu and the nyala, was found inhabiting a
tract of mountain country known as Sagatu, to the
north-east of Lake Zuay, in North-west Gallaland.
Mr Buxton presented a good specimen (head and horns)
of one of these remarkable antelopes to the Natural His-
tory Museum. The horns are very fine, and measure
37 inches; in another specimen they attain as much as
44 inches. This grand bushbuck has a dark brown
coat, faintly spotted and striped, white marking about
the face, throat, and chest, and a crest of longish
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white-and-black hair running aong the spine. It has
been identified as a near congener of the nyala of
Zululand, although separated by the not inconsiderable
distance of at least 2500 miles, and has been named the
mountain nyala (Tragelaphus buxtoni). How and when
the remote ancestors of these now far-sundered bush-
bucks broke away from one another and set up varying
types is one of those mysteries of the Dark Continent
which no zoologist can now pretend to solve.

Many other antelopes have developed curious traits
and habits. These interesting animals, however, are too
numerous to be considered in a book of this kind.
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THE ROAN ANTELOPE AND ITS
DISTRIBUTION

HE roan antelope has been known to natura

history since the beginning of the nineteenth
century. It was first reported by Truter and Somer-
ville, who in the year 1801 met with it near Kuruman,
in South Bechuanaland. It was sketched from a dis-
tance by that excellent animal artist Daniell, whose
beautiful work is still much sought after. Unfor-
tunately Daniell depicted the antelope with a bearded
chin, and thus for some years created doubts concern-
ing the species. About this time Desmarest described
a specimen of roan antelope which had found its way
to the Paris Museum, and gave it the name of equine
antelope (Antilope equina\ by which it is still known.
The present generally accepted scientific name, Hippo-
tragus equinus, was bestowed by Sundevall, the Swedish
naturaist, in 1844,

Lichtenstein, the German naturalist, who travelled in
South Africa in the years 1803-6, met with this ante-
lope in what is now Griqualand West, just south of the
Bechuanaland border, but did not procure a specimen.
He writes:

On our return to camp we met a large flock of antelopes
of a species quite new to me, and little known in the colony ;
they are only to be found north of the Orange River, and
are caled by the hunters bastard elands. They approach
in Sze pretty near to the genuine elands, but differ from

them in being of a darker colour and in having horns
that bend backwards. They are considered as the most
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mischievous of dl the antelope species, and instances have

known among the savages not only of their turning
and runnlngg a their pursuers with ther pointed horns,
but even of their wounding them mortally.

The hunting Boers, adready penetrating north of the
Orange River, were evidently fairly well acquainted
with the roan antelope even a this period, and
Lichtenstein gives one of their vernacular names, il
used by them, for this antelope. The other Dutch
name, also il in existence, is © bastard gemsbok.' In
1805 Daniell figured this antelope as the tackhaitse—his
way of spelling the Southern Bechuana name tahaitsa.
The Northern Bechuanas know the animal as qualata.

Sr Andrew Smith, during his famous zoological
expedition in the thirties of the last century, came across
this antelope, and in his subsequent book was able to
tell us much more about it. From this time forward
the ' roan antelope/ as it was known to British hunters,
became much more familiar to the public. Cornwalis
Harris, during his famous expedition in 1836-37, met
with and obtained specimens in what is now the Trans-
vaa country, in the hills of the Rustenburg district.
He refers to the animd as the ' bastard gemsbok,'and
in his detailed description as the' roan antelope.’

Gordon Gumming, shooting in 1844 in Griqualand
West, found the roan antelope a little westward of the
junction of the Vaa and Modder Rivers, where he was
then camped. He found and dew his first specimen
during a violent thunderstorm, and those who know
what South African tempests are can appreciate his
experience, of which he writes :

We were entering a thicket of thorny bushes when a
very large grey-looking antelope stood ‘up under one of
them. I could not see his head, but | at once knew that
it was thel ong-sought-for roan antel ope, or bastard gemsbok.
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. . ._The noble buck bounded forth, a superb old mae,
carrying a pair of grand scimitar-shaped horns, and stand-
|r(19 nearly five feet high a the shoulder. " The Cow "
[Cumming's horse] knew well what he had to do, and st
off after him with right good will over a successon of
masses of rock and stone and dense thorny bushes. In a
few minutes my legs below the knee were a mass of blood
and my shirt, imy only covering, was flying in streamers
from my waist.” ~ The'old buck at first got a little ahead,
but, the ground improving, | gained upon him, and after
a sharp burst of about two miles we came to a dight
acclivity, when he suddenly faced about and stood a bay,
azing on me with ?Iowmg eyes and a look of defiance,

his was to me ajoytul moment; the buck | had for many
years heard of and longed to meet was now within forty
yards of me. Dismounting, | sent a bullet through his
shoulder, when he endeavoured to charge ; but his strength
failed him, and | then gave him a second shot in the neck.
This was his coup de grace; he rolled over, and, stretching
his limbs, closed his eyes upon the storm, which dl this
time had raged with increasing severity.

The enthusiasm of these early hunters is refreshing :
they moved in new and strange scenes, always amid
fresh delights, in a country where hitherto the European
had scarcely set foot. The sportsman of the present
day sees things in Africa with a different eye, and seems
unable to reproduce the high spirits and the ecstasy of
these pioneers of the wilderness.

Since Gordon Cumming's day the roan antelope has
been discovered in many parts of Africa, as far north as
Abyssinia, as far west as Senegambia, and as far east
as East Africaa On the Settit River, one of the
Abyssinian tributaries of the Nile, Sir Samuel Baker
discovered in the early sixties an antelope, cdled by
the Hamran Arabs Ma&rif, which he believed to be a
variety of the sable antelope. This animal, now known
to scientists as Hippotragus equinus bakeri, has long been
recognized as merely a Sudan race of the roan antelope.

! Gordon Gumming, more often than not, hunted in a Highland kilt.
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Modern naturalists have seen fit to separate the roan
antelopes found in different parts of Africa into four
races or varieties—namely, the southern roan, Hippo-
tragus equinus typicus, Baker's roan, Hippotragus equinus
bakeri; the eastern roan, Hippotragus equinus langheldi
(sometimes rufopallidus] ; and the western roan, Hippo-
tragusequinusgambianus. Theseraceshavebeenfounded
upon very dight local variations, but it is to be remem-
bered that even among the roan antelopes found in
South Africa great variation of colour is often seen.
Sdlous, in remarking upon this point, says :

Roan antelopes differ considerably from one another in
colour, some being of a very light greyish or brownish
shade, whilst others are reddish roan or dark grey.

Personaly | think that far too much importance has
been attached by scientific naturalists to these colour
variations in naming the sub-species or races which |
have enumerated. | have recently taken the trouble
to examine closdly the skins and heads of a number of
roan antelopes from different parts of Africa, as well
as stuffed specimens. Some of these skins and heads
are included in the collections of the Natural History
Museum, South Kensington, London; they are not
accessble to visitors in the ordinary way. In the
Natural History Museum galeries Selouss fine roan
antelope, shot by him in Mashonaland in 1883, stands
sde by sde with Colond Delme-Radcliffe's equally
fine specimen, shot near Gondokoro, on the White
Nile, in 1902. These two examples, although one is
named Hippotragus equinus typicus and the other Hippo-
tragus equinus langheldi, are precisely similar in colour,
and might well have come out of the same herd. Both
are of a light grey-brown hue; in the Nile specimen
the coat is somewhat shorter than in the Mashonaland
antelope, the result probably of a hotter climate;
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while down the front of the forelegs of the Gondokoro
animal the dark marking is more pronounced. The
eastern race of roan antelope (langheldi or rufopallidus),
to which the Gondokoro specimen is assigned, is
described as differing from the typical race "by the
absence of brownish or greyish tints in the colouring,
which is pale reddish, lighter in some examples than
in others, but never of the dark characteristic of the
western race”  Yet in face of this pronouncement the
Gondokoro roan antelope, as it stands aongside the
Mashonaland specimen, is of precisely the same hue
as that example—a grey brown or pae roan! The
Sudan race (Hippotragus equinus bakeri), which obviously
is closely adlied to both these roans, is said to differ
from the eastern race "by the longer ear-tufts." |
venture to submit that the length of ear-tufts often
varies in members of the same troop, and | do not
think that a sub-species or race ought to be set up
upon so dight a variation. | think the creation of
these sub-species or races, whether in roan antelopes,
in giraffes—which aso vary greatly even in the same
troop—or in other animals, is nowadays pushed to too
great an extreme, and is only conducive of unnecessary
trouble and confusion.

Upon examining, by the courtesy of the authorities,
the skins of roan antelopes from various regions, now
in the collection of the Natural History Museum, |
found the following differences : The skin of a specimen
from Zomba, Nyasaland, is of the typical roan hue;
on the front of the head just under the horns is a notice-
able patch of rufous colouring. This rufous patch—
a continuation of the same colour on the top of the
neck—is occasondly seen in roan antelopes from
different parts of Africa. | noticed it recently in the
head of a bull from East Africa and in another bull

45



WILD LIFE IN SOUTH AFRICA

from Nyasdland, both in the collection a Rowland
Wards. The same rufous colouring shows pro-
minently from the dark brown facia hue in a specimen
in my possession shot in Angola. | do not remember
to have seen this characteristic noticed in descriptions
of the roan antelope. It is one which, as | say, occurs
occasondly in specimens from widely separated parts
of Africa, and, quite conceivably, might be seized upon
for the foundation of yet another race or sub-species.
Such dight variations, of course, by no means justify
the creation of fresh and more confusing races. An-
other skin at the Natural History Museum, a skin
obtained from the Bahr-€l-Zardf, is of a reddish huein
general coloration. One from the Gold Coast bears
a Smilar reddish hue, the coat being somewhat thicker
in texture. From the White Nile comes a skin showing
the same rufous colouring, while a skin from Northern
Nigeria, reddish brown in hue, closdy resembles in
colouring those of roans found in Central, South
Central, South, South-west, and other parts of Africa
The finest skin | saw at the Natural History Museum
was a very remarkable specimen from Ankole, Uganda,
presented by Colond Delme-Radcliffe.  Whether this
skin is attributed to the sub-species bakeri or to lang-
heldi | know not; to my mind it stands quite apart
from those of dl other roan antelopes that | have ever
seen, and if a sub-species is justified it might well be
conceded in this instance. The generd hue is a rich
reddish roan, the coat is singularly short and glossy,
and the face markings are unique. The usual dark
brown colouring—the chocolate hue, as it were—with
white markings is replaced in this instance by deep
shining black, with which the clear silvery-white mark-
ings are finely contrasted. This skin would certainly
be picked out from a hundred others as a very re-
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markable specimen of the roan antelope. In the
opinion of the writer the museum authorities would
de well to have it set up and contrasted with the other
two cased specimens to which | have referred. |
should add that showing clearly from the black face-
marking in this example is a frontal patch of rufous
hue just under the horns. The last skin of which |
shdl make mention is the very venerable and historic
one procured by Sr Andrew Smith during his famous
expedition in Southern Africa. In this skin, which no
doubt has faded a good deal from much exposure—I
believe it was exhibited stuffed for a long period—
the colour is avery pae grey, and the texture of the
coa is very long and thick—Ilonger, | think, and
thicker than any other specimen that | have seen.
This specimen was, | believe, procured in Griqualand
West.

The conclusion | come to after the examination of
dl these skins and specimens is that there is but one
roan antelope al over Africa. The species varies
greatly in hue even in the same locdlities, and athough
scientists may choose to create races or sub-species, the
differences upon which these are founded are in reality
not always sufficiently marked to justify such separation.
The specimen from Uganda which | have described is,
however, so outstanding and so remarkable that it may
well justify further inquiry. | should have liked my
old friend Selous, who knew more about roan antelopes
than any other man of his day, to see this skin and give
his ideas upon it.

It is perhaps worth noting as a curiosity, while upon
the question of colour, that the young of the roan and
the sable antelope are in the infant state practicaly
indistinguishable. Both are bright rufous in hue, and

on the faces of each faint white markings show. Two
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smal stuffed specimens placed side by side in the roan
and sable antelope case at the Natural History Museum
illustrate the extraordinary likeness between the young
of these antelopes, and how strong in redity is the
connexion between the two species.

Lydekker writes of the western race of the roan
antelope {gambianus) that it is

distinguished by its deep red colour. This redness is,

however, more marked inyoung than in old specimens, the latter

beinglpale tawny, without any of the bluish grilling of the typical
race.

This admission, which | have italicized, seems to me
very significant, and a strong argument against the
creation of sub-species for this antelope.

Sdlous's typical Mashonaland specimenhasno " bluish
grizzling " whatever, but is, as | have mentioned, of a
grey-brown tint.

The roan antelope is certainly one of the finest and
most striking of al the wonderful tribe to be found in
Africa. The early naturalists at once noted its some-
what equine appearance, and, in truth, the compact,
well-set-up, and well-rounded body, with its thick,
muscular neck, has a distinct reminiscence of the shape
of a stout pony, or, rather, Galoway. The strong,
upstanding mane adds to the suggestion. The limbs,
although strong, are shapely and quite antelopean. The
parti-coloured face is as remarkable in its way as that
of the sable antelope or the gemsbok. The ears are
long, tufted, and drooping, the characteristic droop in
life somewhat detracting from the otherwise bold and
martial carriage. The strong, recurved horns, ridged
or annulated for three-fourths of the length, are carried

» Game Animals of Africa, p. 296. _ _
Naturalists in thus determining races, and even species, do not, it
seems to me, make sufficient allowance for the changes that are caused

by age.
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by both male and female ; those of the males, however,
are much superior to the cows, which are comparatively
weak and not so heavily ridged. The longest pair of
horns yet recorded measure 34¥4inches. These came
from the Okavango River, and were formerly in the
possession of the late Sr H. J. Goold-Adams.  Good
average heads measure about 31 inches. The white
marking in front of the eye ends in a very singular tuft
of thick and long hair, which lies flat upon the face.
The bold, fearless pose of this antelope in no way belies
its nature, for it defends itself fiercely when wounded
and at bay, and will charge with great determination.

The late Mr J. G. Millais instances a case where a
horse was killed by one of these antelopes, the rider
having a very narrow escape; and Selous knew of a
horse which was charged and severely gored by a roan
bull.

In height a good roan antelope bull will measure as
much as 5 feet at the withers. Major Powell-Cotton, in
his A Sporting Trip through Abyssinia, gives the height
of his best roan as 5 feet z| inches and of the next best
as 4 feet n inches. These were shot near the plains
of Shimmerler Jowee, to the south-west of Lake Tana
The major saysin his notes :

They seemed to prefer a more bushy country than the
tora [hartcbeest] ; | aso found them on much higher
ground than the latter, having shot two while looking for
greater kudu on the hills. A wounded one ripped a man's
arm badly while he was trying to cut its throat. Tora are

often found in company with them, when they are much
harder to approach. The largest herd seen was twenty-

five.

In South Africa roan antelope are more usually found
in herds of from five to twelve, atroop, even in the good
days, seldom exceeding twenty or twenty-five dl told.
The stature measurements given above exceed any
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mentioned by Selous, who gives the height of a good
South African bull as about 4 feet 9 inches.

Roan antelope are, next to elands, the heaviest ante-
lopesin Africa, agood bull scaling as much as 620 pounds
—more than 44 stone, or fully twice the weight of a
good Highland stag. Notwithstanding their bulk, they
run exceedingly well, and can only be overtaken by an
exceptionally good horse, and that after a long and
severe chase.  When fat and in good condition the flesh
of the roan is excellent; in the dry season, when suc-
culent food is scarce, it is tough and tasteless. These
antelopes are found in very diversified country. In
some localities they are fond of bush and forest, in others
they affect bushy hills. In the old days Selous found
them on the high, open plains of Mashonaland, where
they consorted with sassaby, ostrich, and blue wilde-
beest. In South Africa, at al events, they are seldom
found in a terrain less than 3000 feet in altitude. In
East Africa Sir Frederick Jackson, in 1897, when cross-
ing the Mau Plateau, saw a herd of eleven at a height
of 8000 feet.

Few antelopes of Africa have a wider distribution
than the roan. Sir Andrew Smith in the early part of
the last century had a belief that it was once found south
of the Orange River. | can find no evidence to support
this theory. It is true that the blaauwbok, a not distant
cousin of the roan, was found in small numbers in the
Swelletldam district of Cape Colony down to about the
year 1799, when it became extinct. Long ages before
the roan and the blaauwbok possessed probably the same
ancestry, until for some reason the progenitors of the
latter animal pushed farther south, and in an isolated
habitat developed somewhat different characteristics. |
find no evidence at all that the roan antelope has existed
south of the Orange River for two hundred and fifty
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years past, and doubt whether it has ever done 0. In
Griqualand West, where it was first found by the early
hunters, it existed, according to Selous, down to the
year 1886—probably a little later. It is not now found
in Southern Bechuanaland, though, as | have said, it
existed there formerly. A few are till found in the
Eastern Transvaal, which at the present time is the most
southerly habitat of this species. At one time these
antelopes extended in this direction as far south as
Swaziland.

Roan antelope are found but sparingly in Portuguese
East Africa.  They are till fairly plentiful in Mashona-
land and Matabelelancl, and farther west they are found
over most of the country extending between there and
South-west Africa. In this part of South Africa their
present range is certainly as far south as the Nata River,
if not a little lower. Some years ago, when | was
hunting in the Lake Ngami country, a few of these
antelopes wandered over the sat-pans at the lower
extremity of the Botletli River; some, | believe, till
frequent the great Makari-Kari salt-pan, rather more to
the north. They are found in fair numbers dong the
old hunters' road from Sebanene, Nata River, to the
Zambezi, and quite recently were met with in fair
numbers about Pandamatenka and Gazuma Vlei. In
the waste stretches of the North Kalahari, between Nata
River and the Chobe, where Selous endured such suffer-
ings during his expedition in 1879, roan antelope are
gtill to be found in fair numbers. Lord Selborne, then
High Commissioner for South Africa, piloted by
Lieutenant Arnold Hodson (as Sir Arnold then was),
shot several with his party in this region in 1909,
between the Mababe Flat and the Chobe River. They
are dtill found aong the Okavango River and in the
northern portion of South-west Africa.  In Portuguese
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West Africathey are to be met with, in suitable country,
in fair abundance. Roan antelope are found aso in
various portions of Northern Rhodesia and in Nyasa
land. A correspondent informs me that he has found
them in the southern portion of the Congo Free State,
but | am not aware that they are to be met with in any
other portion of that great territory. Farther north, in
Nigeria and Senegambia, this antelope is again met with.
It is, as | have shown, found in the Sudan regions, in
Abyssinia, and in Kenya and Tanganyika. Few African
antelopes, indeed, have so wide arange.

Not many sportsmen bring home the complete skins
of the roan antelopes they shoot, contenting themselves
for the most part with the head and horns. It would
ad very much to the better understanding of this fine
species if the authorities at the museums possessed a
much greater number of specimens than they have a
present. And it would add still further to our know-
ledge if the skins brought home were shown to be of
young, mature, or very old animals.

Some time after the first part of this chapter appeared
as an article in The Field Mr W. L. Sclater forwarded me
a letter which he had received from Boujak, in the
Sudan. It was from his friend Captain Stephenson, of
the Egyptian Army. This letter contains interesting
information about the roan antelope in that region :

| have only seen those [roan antelopes| of the Sudan,
or, rather, those in the Bahr-el-Ghazal, where they live in
the same bushy country as does the eland, and aso in the
plains near thé rivers,“and those which inhabit this fJart
of the Sudan, aong the Abyssinian frontier more or less,
where they live in the open plains near the rivers and
where there is no high ground anywhere. So low is the
country that the three chief rivers about here, the Pibor,
Agwei, and Akobo, bank up from their mouths, getting
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the water from the Sobat, etic. The soil is al black cotton,
and is practically a swamp in the rains, and full of large
fissures and like iron in the dry weather. | have shot
severd roan at dl seasons, within a circle of twenty-five
miles of this place, and have seen them of al ages and of
both sexes. Those of the Bahr-el-Ghazal appear to me to
average smaler horns than those of this part, although the
largest par | saw in the Bahr-el-Ghazal measured over
33 inches. | shaot, | think, four or five in these parts, and
the largest of them, 27%4nches, is now set up at home.
Here 28 inches is a fair to krge average, and I've seen two
over 30 inches (30-32 inches). The colour particularly
interested me, as I've one skin which | shot here one day
which is very rufous and like those of the Bahr-el-Ghazal;
but as a rule those of these parts seem to be far more daty
in colour, especialy during the dry season, and | am
inclined to think that protective mimicry plays a great
part in the colour of their coat. Now—i.e.,in the rains
—when the grass is long and green and yellow and red
in places, they become more rufous, and one shot here
yesterday was more red than any Ve seen for some time.
The red one | refer to as having been shot | shot a a
water-pan in the driest season, and next day shot another
close to the same place, very daty grey. | have examined
those shot and cannot find any difference, except in colour.
IVe seen quite young ones shot, and by mistake shot one
at dusk one day myself, while looking for meat. | mistook
it for a tiang; | forget now the colour, but think it was
daty grey. _

I have never seen more than four or five together mysdlf,
but a herd of about twenty were seen close by here in the dry
season, having come down to drink.  As Bryden says, their
meat is excellent in the rains, but beastly in the dry weather.
Only want of food could induce me to try it then—even
as soup or mince. I've heard a lot of their ferocity when
at bay, and one faced me once. ... | had fired my last
round and did not care to tackle him with my knife, and
had to wait till my boy came up. | can't see why they
should be of a different species, inhabiting the same dis-
trict, just because their coats vary. Look at the white-
eared kob, how they vary; some much more white than
others, and some are very dark, amost black, and some
light brown. | don't refer to the red ones running in
the same herd, said to be of a different race—though | can't
se why. Some I've seen with far lighter legs than backs
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and some amost skewbald, brown and black and red and,
of course, white—as if they were changing their coats,
I've been among herds of many hundreds, and have
watched them for an hour at a time, and they vary in
colour wonderfully.

With reference to Sir Samuel Baker's roan, caled maarif
by the Arabs, the name was probably abu mdrafa (the a
being a letter we have not in English), or ' the father
of a mane. If an Arab replied maarif to a question he
would mean " | don't know." The roan is known to all
Arabic-speaking natives as abu 'urf (' the father of a mane').
Those of Kordofan are larger than those of these parts,
and the 33-inch head of the Bahr-el-Ghazal | refer to came
from North-west Bahr-el-Ghazal, near where Kordofan
joins it.

The females vary in shape of horns very much, and they
are often long and thin and ugly. I've never shot afemale
myself, but I've seen a number of heads and horns.

I quite agree with Bryden that there is but one roan
al over Africa, athough | can only speak from those I've
seen shot in various parts of the Sudan. . . .
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A HARTEBEEST HUNT

T is a typica South African picture. Dotted about
the plain there must be at the very least two or three

separate troops of hartebeest, all attracted hither by the
new grass just now springing rapidly under the influ-
ence of rain and sun. In al some sixty hartebeest are
scattered about the flat, some alone, some in pairs or
threes, others in larger groups. Most of them are
feeding steadily, with their heads to the gentle breeze,
just now blowing in the direction of the hunters. A
few of the beasts are lying down, chewing the cud.
Here two young bulls, down upon their knees, are
butting at one another playfully, for al the world like
apair of frisky lambs.

For several minutes the two white hunters continue
to gaze earnestly on the scene before them. How best
can they circumvent these big reddish-brown antelopes
and bag a head or two of game? A whispered conversa-
tion with the Bushmen, conducted with the coloured
after-rider as interpreter, results quickly in a plan of
action.

The Bushmen are to skirt the woodlands, unseen by
the hartebeest, work their way round, and, appearing
a the far end of the flat, drive the game as quietly as
possible in the direction of the mounted men, who, in
their turn, are to remain concealed at certain points.
The Masarwas depart on their errand, a pleased, eager
smile upon their bronzed faces. They scent fresh medt,
of dl things in this wide world the most dear to them.
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Traversing the screen of bush at a steady, Slent trot—
a pace these untiring children of the desert can sustain
during along day—they move away rapidly, and in less
than an hour have fulfilled their mission and reached
the farther extremity of the plain.

Meanwhile the two white men, retiring into the
forest, separate, and, each of them working round to the
flanks of the oblong flat, post themselves presently in
situations where, with reasonable luck, they may expect
to get afair shot or two at the game before them. Piet,
the coloured boy, remains behind with his nag. He s
to act as a kind of stop. Antelopes seldom take down-
wind when alarmed. They prefer to have their keen
and delicate nostrils always pointing to the breeze, the
quarter of danger. Their noses are, in fact, far greater
safeguards to them than either their eyes or their ears,
athough these, in truth, are sharp and vigilant enough.
Thus, from his position, right to leeward of the harte-
beest, Piet is not nearly so likely to get a shot as his
two masters, now posted on either side of the big
grass flat.

In fifty minutes, or alittle more, the anxious watchers
begin to notice dight signs of movement among the
big red antelopes. The Bushmen have appeared at the
other end of the plain, and are, apparently quite casualy,
walking straight down the centre. It is not long before
the group of hartebeest nearest to them have got their
wind and perceived them. But the antelopes are, in
these solitudes, seldom indeed disturbed by firearms ;
they have no great fear of the Bushmen, at the com-
paratively safe distance at which they now are; and al
they do for the present is to move a little farther into
the plain. Their action is communicated, as it were
automatically, to those of the antelopes nearest to them,
and a gentle movement is éo be noticed among them
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dso. The animas are not adarmed enough to take
up-wind and break into a gallop; al they do is to
gdle away gently from the proximity of certain sus-
picious characters, of whom; however, at present they
are not greatly afraid.

But in this movement, which, as the Masarwas
approach, is to be noticed now al over the flat, some
of the antelopes are approaching that right-hand flank
of the plain where, hiding behind a screen of bush, one
of the white men is, with superhuman patience and a
thrilling anxiety, awaiting them. His good horse is
fastened to a tree well in the shelter of the woodland
a hundred yards away, and he himself is watching, in
that deep, half-pleasurable, half-painful suspense so
well known to stalkers of big game, the approach of a
group of four hartebeest towards the spot where he
lies in wait. The movement is succeeding beautifully.
The four hartebeest are now three hundred yards dis-
tant ; sometimes they stand with heads up sniffing the
breeze, and gazing in the direction of the Bushmen;
anon their long faces go down and they feed again.
Steadily they approach. Now at last they are within a
hundred andfifty yards. Will they come nearer ? No'!
Yes! They still come on! But they are becoming
manifestly more anxious, and the movement on the flat
is becoming more universal. The beasts are getting
uneasy. Now they are within a hundred and ten yards
—a hundred—ninety.

A good bull hartebeest, with afine thick rugged pair
of horns, stands nearest to the expectant gunner, lying
there stretched prone in the grass. The anima's eye
and the dark face-marking are plainly apparent. The
trigger is pressed, and suddenly a sharp report breaks
upon the wonderful stillness of the grass plain. Down
goes the good hartebeest, stricken in exactly the right
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place, through heart and lung. He sStaggers to his feet
again, but just as he is attempting to set off after his
fellows, now scouring away across the flat, beating up
obliquely in the direction of the wind, another missile
from the same wegpon shatters his shoulder and he
goes to the red earth again.  The impact of two crash-
ing, rending .450 bullets is too much even for the
extraordinary vitality of a hartebeest, proverbialy the
very toughest of al African game animals, and the
antelope, with a brief flurry of kicks, stretches itself,
shudders, and delivers up its life.

Leaving the Bushmen and his after-rider to look
after the dead game, the hunter runs back for his horse,
flings himsdlf into the saddle, and in three minutes is
spurring after the hartebeest, which from al parts of
the plain are now gathering in their various bands and
making off up-wind.

It is interesting to note how quickly the various
units collect in the small troops in which they are
accustomed to range. One band takes off to the right,
bearing round into the wind with the breeze on its
left front. Another troop, apparently more panic-
stricken and more desperate, heads nearly directly up
into the wind's eye, and, chancing the Bushmen, passes
within less than two hundred paces of the nearest of
them. A third troop, quickly getting itself into the
wedge or phalanx-shaped formation in which these
antelopes love to run, is making to the left across the
flat, bearing away obliquely so as to pass on the farther
dde of the advancing Bushmen. This troop is most
carefully watched by the other white man, secreted on
the farther side of the plain. It is apparent to him that
the hartebeest will scarcely come within hail of him in
his present situation, and he therefore runs into the
bush behind him for his nag, mounts, and rides out to

58



A HARTEBEEST HUNT

cut them off. Once on the open grass he pushes a his
hardest pace, and his gallant chestnut, knowing exactly
what is required of him, and seeing with his own sharp
eyes a troop of running game swinging across the veldt
away there to the right front, cocks his ears, gives a
whisk or two of his long tail, and lays himself out to
his task. Horsemen and hartebeest near one another
rapidly.

The antelopes, which a minute or so since were
swinging along in what looked like a somewhat heavy
and uncouth canter, are now stretching themselves out
to their work, and are moving with that free, smooth,
machine-like action—an action which the South African
hunter, who is familiar with these animals, knows to
be perfectly untiring—at a speed which will soon carry
them far beyond the reach of al pursuers. The hunter
arrives at the point he made for, and the hartebeest,
sticking to their line, sweep past him at a distance of a
trifle over a hundred and twenty yards. Even at this
short distance it is by no means an easy shot, at the
pace the antelopes flash by, big as are the moving
targets. The hunter has jumped off his horse, raised
hisrifle, and, drawing along breath, pulls the trigger,

The loud clap of the bullet tells him instantly that
he has hit something. In the same instant one of the
hartebeest—running about the middle of the troop—
turns a complete somersault, and, as its comrades pelt
on, lies struggling on the veldt, frantically endeavouring
to rise again. The hunter runs up and, somewhat
puzzled, puts an end to the pain of the stricken beast;
she is a fat cow with nice horns. Then he sees what
has happened. He has madeabad but an extraordinarily
lucky shot, his bullet having broken both of the harte-
beest's forelegs, just below the knees. With one leg
broken the antelope would easily have made good her
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retreat; with both broken she is helpless. On three
legs these antelopes will go for ever; on two they are,
of course, crippled completely.

The hunter now knee-hdters his horse, takes off its
saddle and bridle, and alows it to graze; while he
himself, having admired his prize thus fortunately
secured, lights a welcome pipe, takes out his Green
River hunting knife, and proceeds methodically to skin
his quarry. He has done as much as he cared about
in the way of sport.

Not so his companion, who is now flying after the
troop running nearest to him, that on the extreme right
of the plain. A mile or so farther and the chase sweeps
into another and smdler plain. Suddenly, about the
middle of this flat, just as the sportsman anticipated,
the troop swings round, as if a the word of command,
and, with heads up, red eyes staring—hartebeests eyes
are curioudy red of hue—and nostrils distended, stands
and gazes. It is fatal curiosity. In another half-
minute their pursuer, swinging steadily along, has got
within three hundred yards of them. Suddenly he too
reins up, dips from his saddle, and, taking am at one
of a klompje of the antelopes in the very heart of the
troop, fires.

Dire is the confusion of the bay-brown antelopes at
the shot. One of them staggers a the loud clap of
the bullet, and the whole of the troop—a score or more
innumber—now fliesat top speed from this so dangerous
proximity. The wounded buck lags a little, but not
much. He is not well hit, struck as he is too far back
in the barrel, and—so tenacious of life are these antelopes
—he may travel hdf aday yet. The horseman remounts
and gdlops in pursuit, hoping against hope that the
beast will fail and be ultimately secured. The harte-
beest, it is true, turns out of the troop, as nearly Al
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wounded animds do, but he runs apparently as strongly
as ever, and after another hour's gdloping the hunter
gives up the pursuit, and, hot and a little angry, returns
dowly to his first buck.

On reaching the flat where the game was first en-
countered the sportsman finds the skinning and cutting-
up operations nearly complete. The skins, horns, and
the best part of the meat are fastened securely on the
three ponies; the Bushmen stagger under loads of
those delicate morceaux, chiefly from the entrails of the
dan beasts, which only such children of the desert
can appreciate; and presently the party sets off in
high contentment for the desert pool, a few miles
distant, at which their wagons are outspanned.
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MOUNTAIN ZEBRAS

OR many years it was believed that only one

mountain zebra existed in Africa. This was the
true zebra (Equus zebra or Equus montanus), found
among the wilder and more inaccessible ranges of
Southern Africa.  This handsome species is well
known and has been often described. It has been
exhibited occasiondly in the gardens of the Zoological
Society, London, and examples are at the time of writing
to be seen there.

The mountain zebra of South Africa is now, from
the constant persecution to which it has been subject
during more than two centuries, growing extremely
scarce, and its habitat is restricted to certain ranges in
Cape Colony, notably in the Cradock and Cathcart
divisons, on the Zwarteberg between Prince Albert
and Oudtshoorn, the Sneeuwberg, near Graaff Reinet,
the Winterhoek and their offshoot the Witteberg, in
the Uitenhage division, one or two ranges in Western
Cape Colony, and the Roggeveld, near Sutherland.
Here and there aong the Drakensberg it is occasionally
found, its range extending a few years ago as far
as the Lebombo Mountains—a continuation of the
great Drakensberg chain—in Swaziland. | had the
pleasure once of observing this splendid species in
the Witteberg Mountains.

In the year 1882 a new zebra was discovered which,
although bearing certain resemblances to the mountain
zebra of South Africa, showed in various particulars,
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especidly in its narrower and more numerous stripings
and its much greater Sze, that it was of an entirely
different species. This was the Equus grewyi, found in
the hills and uplands of Shoa, on the borders of
Abyssinia, and in the Gdla country, abutting on
Somdiland. In the year of its discovery a specimen
was presented by Menelik, King of Shoa (afterwards
Negus of Abyssinia), to M. Grevy, then President of
the French Republic. This zebra has since been
identified by sportsmen in various parts of Kenya.
Grevy's zebra, which is nearly alied to the mountain
zebra, is in many respects the finest representative of the
whole hippotigrine group. It stands as much as from
14 to 15 hands at the withers, as compared with the
12%2t0 13 hands of Burchell's and the 12 hands of the
mountain zebra, and is altogether a very magnificent
and remarkable representative of the race. A fine
female, presented to Queen Victoria by Menelik, was
for years to be seen at the Regent's Park Gardens, and
a male was afterwards sent over by the same potentate
to King Edward. Other specimens of Grevy's zebra
have been recelved in England, and at the time | write
these words the animal is still to be seen in the Regent's
Park Gardens.

Until quite recent years it was believed that the
zebras known to exist in the mountain ranges of South-
west Africa were identical with the mountain zebra of
Cape Colony. In 1836-37 Sir James Alexander, on a
journey of discovery through Great Namagualand and
Damaraland, found troops of these animals among the
heights of the Namaqua country. It never seems to
have occurred to him, or to subsequent travellers and
hunters, that these animals differed at al from the Cape
Colony zebra. It is possible that the Great Namagua-
land zebras did not in fact differ from that race |
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doubt whether any of these zebras are now to be found
a dl in the ranges in which Alexander found them.
The Namaqgua Hottentots are great hunters and excellent
shots, and it is more than probable that they have
completely exterminated the race.

Some years ago Herr Matschie described what he
believed to be a new form of mountain zebra from
Kaokoland, a wild district, abounding in game, in the
northern part of the Damara country. He named this
new species Equus bartmannce. He based his claim to
the absolute distinction of this so-called new species on
the following characteristics : (i) The Kaokoland zebra
has fifteen longitudina stripes on the forehead as
against twenty in the true zebra. (2) The second pae
band across the thigh is as wide as its two adjoining
dark bands in the Kaokoland form, while much narrower
in the true zebra.  (3) In the Kaokoland zebra the dark
stripes are dark chocolate, not black, and the light
stripes are ochre-yellow, not white.

Mr W. L. Sclater, in the first volume of The Fauna
of South Africa, contested these distinctions and denied
that the species was distinct. He pointed out that an
examination of the mounted specimens of true zebras
from Cradock, Cape Colony, in the South African
Museum showed that the number of longitudinal stripes
on the forehead was thirteen in the male, fifteen in the
female individual; that the pale band on the thigh
was certainly a little narrower than the neighbouring
dark bands, and that the pale ground colour was by no
means white; that it was quite ochre-tinted aong the
Sdes, becoming nearly dead white on the belly; and
the dark stripes could hardly be described as black,
being a very dark chocolate-brown. " Thus" con-
cluded Mr Sclater, "two out of the three differences
between the Kaokoland and the mountain zebra break
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down, while the third is barely worth consideration.”
The didtinction pointed out by Herr Matschie can
scarcdy be sad to warrant the elevation of this Kaoko-
land mountain zebra to the dignity of a distinct species.
More recent researches show that both this zebra
(Hartmann's) and Penrice's zebra, next described, are
local variations or sub-species of the true mountain
zebra of Cape Colony.

It is curious that towards 1900, in country not very
far north of the Kaoko Veldt, Mr G. W. Penrice dis
covered a zebra which, | think, is undoubtedly to be
looked upon as a new sub-species. This was in the
country a little behind the port of Mossamedes, in
Angola.

The province of Mossamedes lies, singularly enough,
immediately north of Kaokoland, the Cunene River
forming a boundary between Angola and South-west
Africa.  Mr Penrice for some years shot in Angola,
and afterwards informed me that he believed mountain
zebras to exist there. | urged him to make the matter
certain on his return to Africa. In May 1900, while
shooting in Southern Angola (province of Mossamedes),
he secured a specimen of a zebra at Providencia, near
the Moninho River, about fifty miles north-east of the
port of Mossamedes. This specimen was skinned and
the pelt sent home. Mr Oldfield Thomas carefully
compared this skin with specimens of the true zebra
He found differences which enabled him to declare the
Mossamedes zebra a new species, or sub-species, which
accordingly was named, in honour of its discoverer,
Equus penricei. Mr Penrice had aready known the
gratification of having his name coupled with a species
new to science, the very handsome waterbuck, Colons
penricely first brought to light by him in Angola. Mr
Oldfield Thomas, in a paper contributed to The Annals

E 65



WILD LIFE IN SOUTH AFRICA

and Magazine of Natural History, November 1900, based
the digtinctiveness of the new mountain zebra, which is
manifestly very closely dlied to the true zebra of Cape
Colony, chiefly upon the following grounds.  The light
ground colour is not white as in Equus zebra, but buff or
creamy dun as in Equus grewyi, while the dark bands are
glossy brownish black. These distinctions are, it seems
to me, refuted by Mr W. L. Sclater's observations, after
close examination of the Cape Colony zebras from
Cradock. But in other material differences in the
striping Mr Thomas appears to me to have made good
his point of distinction. He wrote :
Strlplng throughout modified from that of Equus zebra
y the broadenln? of the light and the narrowing of the
dark bands, the Tight bands being everywhere (with the
exception of those on the sdes or the back) as broad as
or broader than the dark ones, the | atter ng far the
broader on al parts of the dlied species.  This difference
IS most noticeable along the back, where, instead of dark
gtri Ees about ii inches wide, alternatlng with white ones
nch, hoth light and dark are equaly about i inch
W|de Smllarlx on the face dl the fine white stripes are

broader than the dark ones, which ktter are, as usudl,
reddish instead of black.

In this matter of striping there are distinct differences
between Penrices and the true zebra: the closeness
and evenness of the markings give, as Mr Thomas
pointed out, a superficial resemblance to Gravy's zebra,
and | think there can be no doubt that the Mossamedes
gpecimen is to be looked upon as a dl events a dis-
tinctly new sub-species or species of the mountain
zebra. That the anima possesses " the deeper and
more essential characters of Equus zebra, such as the
forward dope of the median dorsal hairs, the presence
of a gridiron ' pattern on the rump, etc.,” Mr Oldfied
Thomas was himsdf the firg to admit. Penrices
zebra is, then, to be regarded as a very interesting loca
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species or sub-gpecies of the true or mountain zebra,
having characteristic distinctions in the closeness and
narrowness of its markings.

Mr Penrice has given me some interesting details of
the country in which this zebra has its habitat. First
are found barren, sandy plains by the sea.  Next comes
broken, grassy country, littered with kopjes and disinte-
grating boulders, and behind that again mountainous
country, fairly bushed. This country rises from sea
level to an atitude of 2325 feet. The maritime plains
afford herbage and pasture only during the rainy season.
At this time some of the new zebras are found grazing,
with springboks and other game, close to the littoral,
and a specimen was shot between Mossamedes and
Port Alexander (a harbour lying alittle south of Mossa
medes) within two miles of the sea.  The eastern limit
of these animals seems to be about a hundred and fifty
miles inland, and they are not found beyond the long
range of the Chella Mountains, running north and
south. The usua habitat of Penrice's zebra seems,
curioudly enough, not to be on the rugged heights of
the Chdla, but in the broken kopje-strewn, grassy
country between that range and the sea.  In this respect
their habits are widely different from those of the
zebras of Cape Colony, which, during the last hundred
years a dl events, have been found only on the wildest,
most rugged and inaccessible mountains. It is possible
that persecution may, however, account for this fact,
and that the Mossamedes zebras will hereafter, when
they have been more shot at, betake themselves to safer
retreats among the higher mountain ranges.

Mr Penrice first saw these zebras on the Coroca
River, a little to the east of Port Alexander. In dl he
shot 9x specimens, but saved only one skin, now at
South Kensington. He found them in the same veldt
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with springbok, there seen in thousands, gemsbok, and
BurchelPs zebras, now often referred to as bonte-
quaggas. They never mingled with the Burchers,
which were seen in large numbers, but ran apart in
smal troops of from eight to ten individuas, they
drank a little before sundown, the water there being
very brackish, undrinkable by human beings. It is a
singular fact that in this country the springboks were
often found ranging the hills. In South Africa these
animals are never seen away from the plains. In the
nature of their habitat thus observed by Mr Penrice
the new zebras seem nearer to the Grevy zebra of
East Africa than to the true mountain-abiding zebra of
Cape Colony.

Crawshay's zebra (Equus crawshayi), now cdled the
northern mountain zebra, a fine sturdy, short-legged
beadt, striped right down to the hoofs, with black and
white markings and black pasterns, has been recorded
from the north of Northern Rhodesia, the region west of
Lake Nyasa, from the Beira country, Portuguese East
Africa, near the Kafue River, and in the country between
‘Lakes Mweru and Bangweolo. It seems to be a good
gpecies or sub-species. It is found in hilly country,
and keeps apart from the BurchelPs zebra, frequenting
the neighbouring plains.

My friend Captain Gilbert Blane, M.C., a distin-
guished naturalist who has pursued big game in many
parts of Africa, explored Angola with the late Mr P.
Vanderbyl in 1918, and devoted much attention to the
mountain zebras there. His evidences are to be found
in a paper contributed to The Proceedings of the Zoological
Society in June 1922, from which | quote the following
extracts. He comes to the concluson that Hartmann's
and Penrices zebras are sub-species of the true mountain
zebra.
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EQUUS HARTMANNZE AND EQUUS PENRICEI

Most characteristic of this land of stones is this big
mountain zebra, a fair cousin of the true zebra of the Cax
now amost extinct. Originaly described by Matschie
from Huanib and Uniab on the coast north of Walfisch
Bay, and later by Thomas from a specimen presented by
Mr G. W. Penrice from the Moninho River north-east of
Mossamedes, there can be little doubt that the two are
one and the same animal. My specimens were collected
near the coast a Elephant Bay, a hundred miles north_ of
Mossamedes, and correspond accurately with Matschie's
origind description. _ _

Habitat.—Trie home of this zebra appears to be in the
coastal belt of South-west Africa where the country is
rocky and precipitous. | have seen the spoor on the wet
sand of the seashore at low tide, and have often watched
the animds grazing on the low flats and on the plateau-like
tops of the adjacent cliffs, within amile of the sea.  Accord-
ing to Mr_Tyler Thompson's observations, with which
my own coincide, they do not penetrate farther than thirty
miles inland, and are strictly confined to the waterless
desert region. . . . S
~ Description.—This zebrais amassively built animal, con-
Sderably larger than the bonte-quagga (BurchelFs zebra)
and approximating to a Grevy zebra in sze. One old
gdlion | shot resembled a cart-horse, with de$) pits above
the eyes, Roman nose, and pendulous lip. The ears are
large. There is in both sexes a dewlap three inches deep
and commencing a about the same distance from the
throttle.™ The loose skin of the dewlap is much thickened
towards its apex, the whole of the skin of the neck increas-
ing in thickness from above downwards. The end of the
dewlap contains an indurated ball of flesh, about the size
of a large walnut, lodged in fatty tissue which is adhesive
to the skin.  The neck is short and deep, the withers low,
and the back leve and rather long.  The limbs are massive,
with big bony knees and hocks and big cannon-bones.

In action this zebra moves more freely than the bonte-
quaggai whose paces are short and Iumber_lgézj. ~When
suddenly startled he gallops off with head carried high and
nearly horizontal and neck arched backwards, but soon
settles down to a dinging trot. At this pace the knees
and hocks are well flexed. A herd in retreat aways makes

! This dewlap is a characteristic of the mountain zebras.
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for the hills, up which they clamber with marvellous ease
and surety over the roughest, stoniest ground. .
The hills of this country are traced dl over by ther
paths, so worn as to resemble native foot-tracks. 1t 1s only
ble to get over some parts of the country by usin
he zebra paths, and the main footpath along the
between Dombe Grande and Mossamedes is composed of
their joined-up tracks. These zebras do not run in large
herds,_e%nt being an average number in a herd. They
raze in the mornings and arternoons on the tufted grass
1at grows on the plains and on the lower dopes of the
hills, sheltering from the sun during the heat of the day
under thorn-bushes, where they doze away the midday
hours. They are not very watchful, nor does there appear
to be a sentry in a herd; "but when alarmed theszty make off
a once, and, unlike the bonte- uaggza_ do not stop to look
back until they have gone along distance. Tney then
retire up one of their numerous pathsin singlefile, and then
disappear over the sky-line into another part of the country.
During the night they make their way towards the coast
to drink at one of the rock-pools of brackish water in the
lower reaches of some Jamba. .
~Mr Tyler Thompson has described to me how, when
first he went to Elephant Bay, the zebras used nightly to
drink at the freshwater pool” under the cliff. Lea by an
old galion, the herd would come down at a galop and
halt just short of the water on the plain, while he would
continue his career up the sde of the cliff to take his stand
upon some point of vantage overlooking thewater. Havin
satisfied himsdf that no danger was present, he woul
sgna ' dl clear' with a low neigh, when the herd would
o down to the water. While they were drlnkln% the
eader would remain at his post, and descend to drink
himsdf when they had al retired. No doubt this pre-
caution was n ary, as lions had often been known to
vigt the bay at night. It is curious that most of the
fresh water In this country is found a or near sealeved,
and water in thedambas, where it approaches the surface,
may be fresh on one sde and brackish on the other. .
~ During the season of I|%ht rains, when | was hunting
in these parts, herds of the locad race of bonte-quagga
§Equus quagga antiquorutri) (Burchell's zebra) came down
rom the interior for the fine %rass and were often seen
on the same plain with herds of Equus zebra hartmanna, but

t L aggte, or valey.
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never associding together.  The latter do not go about
in large herds, from six to twelve being the usual number,
though as many as twenty have been seen together.
Old stdlions are often solitary. o
Even at a distance the two species appear quite different;
for whereas the bonte-quagga is a conspicuous and by no
means harmonious object, Tooking black or smoky grey
againgt the prevailing tone of the country, this zebra never
g)pears dark in any postion in relation to the light, but
ways ether white, pale grey, or reddish-sand colour.
When standing against a background of rocks, of which
the prevailing tones are various shades of warm grey,
the outline melts away and the whole animal looks trans-
parent, the stripes dissolving into pae shadows. _
The cdl of this zebrais alow, snuffling neigh or whinny,
quite unlike the oft-repeated hysterica bweha-bmha of bonte-
quagga. It also makes a loud squeal. _

e flesh is fine-grained, with white fat and sinews,
and by no means bad eating, with a dightly sweet taste.
That of the bonte-quagga is coarse, rank, and unpalatable,
in colour dark red, with yellow fat and sinews.

Captain Elaine gives the height at shoulder, measured
in two adult stallions, as from 52 to 54" inches. This
is not up to the standard of Grevy's zebra.

It is more than possible that mountain zebras may
yet be found in other parts of Africa.  Livingstone, on
his first great journey, saw a mountain zebra in flat
country near Manenko, on the east bank of the Leeba
River, between the 13th and i4th parallels of south
latitude and 23rd and 24th degrees longitude, amost
due east of Benguella. (Livingstone was an accurate
observer of natural history, and is scarcdly likely to have
been mistaken in this instance) | have never seen
any reference by naturalists to this fact, which is noted in
the great explorer's Missionary Travels in South Africa?

In 1928, at the gdleries of Messrs A. Ackermann
and Son, art dedlers, of New Bond Street, London, |
came across an ol painting of the true or mountain

! Pp. 270,271.
71



WILD LIFE IN SOUTH AFRICA

zebra, by the famous anima artist George Stubbs, R.A.
(i72z-1806). Having personal knowledge of this
splendid zebra, which, as | have said, | found years ago
in the mountain regions of Cape Colony, | was at once
struck not only by the beauty of the picture but by
its remarkable truth.  Further research brought to light
the fact that the zebra portrayed was once the property
of Frederick, Prince of Wales, father of George IlI;
that it had been procured from Cagpe Colony ; and that
George Stubbs painted the animal at Kew in or about
1755. This unique picture gives the finest impression
of the true mountain zebra that | have ever seen.
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THE LEOPARD

HE leopard, in good coat, which it generaly is,

makes, beyond doubt, one of the handsomest
beasts to be found in al Africa. The fur is yellowish
in hue, white underneath, with dark brown or black
'rosettes.’ Compared with the long-legged cheetah,
the leopard is short on the leg, with extraordinary
muscular development. Good specimens will measure
7 feet in length; the record at the hour of writing is
shared by one from East Africa and one from Kenya
They reached 8 feet n inches—both before skinning.
The maximum recorded weight is 140 pounds. Mr F.
Vaughan Kirby, whose experience is very complete,
has written of this animal as follows :

Leopards are distributed throughout the greater part of
Africa wherever the country is suitable to their habits;
rough hill country, intersected by deep kloofs, grassy plains,
thin forest, or thickly matted jungle, or river banks ; indl
such places, if there is sufficient smallgame to provide them
with food, leopards may be found. They are perhaps more
gtrictly nocturnal in their habits than lions, seldom leaving
their lairsbeforeit is quite dark, and returning before dawn.*
Occasiondly, however, they may be seen sunning them-
salves high up on a rocky kopje or on some mountain spur.
Their lairs are often made at a considerable distance from
water; and, as they do not seem to evince partiality for
any particular surroundings, they turn up at times and in
places where least expected. When disturbed, they creep
away so stedthily that it is difficult to get a shot at them;
and they are far more slent than lions.  Occasondly they
utter low, moaning grunts, but their ordinary note, repeated
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three or four times in the same key, is extremely harsh.

Although leopards, like lions, are quite content to edt carrion

ometimes, tne;y have undoubt I%/ a greater craving for

warm blood.  In hill country bushbuck, duikers, monkeys,
hyraxes [rock rabbits], etc., Torm their principal food ; but

in the low country larger animas are overpowered. . . .

‘After killing, leopards drag_their pre%/, if possible, to the

nearest thicket, where, opening it at the flank, they disem-

bowel it as neatly aswould alion. Leopards never carry a

calr_casa but seize it by the neck and drag it, exactly as does

a lion.

Colone H. G. C. Swayne, who has shot a great desl
in Somdiland and other regions of North-east Africa,
writes thus of the leopard of those countries :

The skins are of exquisite softness of coat, the height of
the Somdi plateaux, often from 5000 to 6000 feet, accountin
erhaps for their great beauty. The best of dl, in whic
he spots are so Iarge and so closdly planted as to give the
centre of the back almost a black appearance, are obtained
from the highlands of Abyssinia, the main system from
which spring the plateaux of Somdiland. These very

handsome dark eopard sking are used in thousands by the
Abyssinian soldiers as cloaks.

Probably Mussolini and his Italian soldiery have made
further acquaintance with these Abyssinian leopard skins.

Persondly | prefer the rich yelow skins of other
parts of Africa, well ornamented with spots or ' rosettes,’
to these very dark skins of the leopards of Abyssinia

‘The leopard is an extraordinarily daring beast, and is
probably fiercer, in fact, than his big cousin the lion.” If
you wound a lion he will, as often as not, try and make
his escape. Not so the leopard ; if you wound him
he will certainly try and kill you. YMr Cherry Kearton,
who has had a very wide experience of leopards, as well
as lions, writes thus of these formidable carnivora:

| regard him [[the leopard] as one of the most dangerous
creatures in Central Africa.” Heis above dl things a killer.

! Seventeen Trips through Somaliland.
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Not only will he hunt for his dinner and attack his enemies,
bijt at times he will kill for the mere lust of kl||ln%. _

If I had to choose between facing a lion and facing a
Ieogsrd | should unhesitatingly choose the lion .Ifor while
of two hundred lions one might be a man-eater, there is a
far larger proportion of leopards that are likely to kill a
human being, and no one can say that a leopard will not
kill on sight anything that attracts his attention asapossible
prely whether ‘it be dog, pig, a guinea-fowl, a woman, a
child. . .. The leopardis bold and cunning, and he will
go long distances hunting for his Prey. | know of one
Instance where a leopard (as his footprints showed) visited
three estates night after night, taking from each a dog, a
turkey, or afowl, athough to do so he had to cover twenty
miles between the first estate and the last.

Mr Kearton speaks also of a leopard which killed
twenty-two children from a native village before being
himself dain by a friend of the writer. In the fina
encounter this leopard killed no fewer than ten dogs
out of a pack of twelve. Truly aformidable beast!

Many years ago, in my early experiences, | was stay-
ing with friends who were living on a mountain farm
of fifteen thousand acres in the Witteberg, an offshoot,
as | have sad, of the great Winterhoek mountains.
Here, running up to the Cockscombe (8000 feet), and
watered by the Gamtoos and Sunday Rivers, lies some
of the rudest and most spectacular scenery to be found
in the Old Colony, as the Cape is often cdled. Tall
mountains shut in the deep and gloomy kioofs and
valeys, through which flow the affluents of the Gam-
toos and Sunday Rivers. The wild flowers here,
as elsawhere in Cape Colony, are amazing in their
beauty. Wild pelargoniums, reaching to one's breast
and shoulders, are everywhere abundant, and irids
of many species clothe the soil. Gladioli, now so
favourite a flower in English gardens, are extra
ordinarily abundant. In other situations wild and most
beautiful heaths shine in dl their beauty, and legions of
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other lovely flowers flourish in this picturesque if wild
and desolate region.

The friends with whom | was staying had bought
the place from a Dutch farmer not long before. This
farmer bred horses and reared goats, among which
many of the beautiful Angoras were conspicuous by
their spotless and flowing coats. So harassed had he
been by the attacks of leopards, which were pretty
numerous in that region, and extraordinarily daring,
that he had gladly sold his holding to my friends.
During his last season he had been robbed by leopards
of eight young foals, as well as various goats, a dog or
two, and other stock.

My friends little imagined that leopards could prove
such formidable opponents. They believed that, with
the aid of their rifles and of the neighbouring farmers,
who attacked leopards chiefly with poisoned meat, they
would ere long free themselves from these ferocious
enemies. They soon found out their mistake. Just
before| reached Naroekas Poort, the name of their farm,
asmall commando of themselves and some neighbouring
Dutch farmers attacked some leopards which had their
haunt in a deep kloof a mile away from the farmstead.
By evil or good luck they found a pair of the leopards
a home, and one of them, the mae, was severdy
wounded by the youngest Boer of the party, a youth of
seventeen.  This youth was instantly attacked by the
leopard, which sprang at his throat, threw him to the
ground, and severdly wounded him® Not only was
the poor fellow's throat badly mauled, but the leopard,
with its muscular hind-legs, had kicked out part of his
stomach. The beast was finaly killed by one of the
party, but the young Boer was mortally wounded, and
died of his injuries within twenty-four hours.

A