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FOREWORD

On 23rd August 1939, Germany signed a non-agression
Pact with Russia.  On the 31st of August, the Soviet Parlia-
ment ratified the Russo-German Pact. On September 1st,
Herr Hitler, Chancellor and Fuehrer of Germany, ordered Ger-
man forces to march into Poland. He aso announced the
return of the Danzig Free City to Germany. The British
Government sent an ultimatum to Germany supported by
France in defence of Poland and as a result of afinal ultima-
tum given on September 3rd Mr. Chamberlain the Prime
Minister of England declared that England was at war with
Germany. Immediately after Mr. Chamberlain's declaration
of war, His Excellency the Marquis of Lintlithgow Governor-
General of India proclaimed that India wasat war with Ger-
many. In his message, the Governor-General said "it is
clear beyond any question from what has happened that
Poland has had to face the same fate that Czechoslovakia had
to face a year ago. Confronted with the demand that she
should accept the dictation of a foreign power in relation to
her own territory and her own subjects, Poland has yet stood
firm* (ltalics mine)

Before the declaration of war, on Septeml>er 1
Parliament passed the Government of India Act in a few
minutes. The amended Act added a section after section 126
called section 126 (a), by which practically the entire power of
the Executive authority in India became vested in the Governor-
General in Council. In exercise of the power vested by this
additional provision the Governor-General forthwith promul-
gated the Defence of India Ordinance and under that Ordinance
the Governor-General in Council made and published rules.

Ireland declared her neutrality. The Union of South
Africa did not declare war till September 7th and Canada till
September  10th, India had aready been committed to War
with Germany by the declaration of the Governor-General
without any consultation with the representatives of the Indiaiv
people who had no voice in the matter of war or peace
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Irrespective of whether the war against Germany was right or
wrong, the true issue emerges from these events for what India
has now commenced her struggle viz. the complete right to
determine her future as a free and independent people.

On September 14th the Working Committee of the
Indian National Congress issued an unanimous statement and
in it laid down that the issue of war and peace for India must
be decided by the Indian people and no outside authority can
impose this decision upon them: nor can the Indian people
permit the resources to be exploited for Imperialist aims. Any
imposed decision or attempt to use Indian resources for
purposes not approved of by them will necessarily have to be
opposed by them. India cannot associate herself in war said
to be for democratic freedom when that very freedom is
denied to her, and such limited freedom as she possesses is
taken away from her. |If Great Britain fights for the main-
tenance and extension of democracy, then she must necessarily
end Imperialism in her own possessons and establish demo-
cracy in India, and the Indian people must have the right of
self-determination in framing their own constitution through a
Constituent Assembly, without external interference and must
guide their own policy. A free democratic India will gladly
associate herself with other free Nations for mutual defence
against aggression and for economic co-operation.

The Working Committee declined to allow India and her
resources to be used for the war except of her own free choice,
and called upon Britain to declare what their war aims were
in regard to democracy and Imperialism and the new order
that is envisaged, in particular how their aims are going to be
applied to India and given effect to at present.

In the month of August 1939, the Congress had enunciated
its policy in regard to war and declared its intention to oppose
awar imposed upon India. The British Government sent
Indian troops to Egypt and Singapore against the declared
will of the Indian people. Asa step towards the end of com-
pletely disassociating themselves from an imposed war the
Working Committee called upon all the Congress members of
the Central Assembly to refrain from attending the then next



session of the Assembly. The Governor-General of India has
thereafter had interviews with many leading I ndian politicians
and on September 26, Lord Zetland declared in reference to
the statement of the Working Committee of the Indian
National Congress that he was unable to decide what course
the British Government would take until after the conversa-
tions between the Governor-General and the several invitees
had been completed. After the British Government bad had
enough time to make a decision on the declaration demanded
by the Congress, on October 16th Mahatma Gandhi stated
as follows.—

" It is painful to find the British Press and Britishers
advancing the minority claim to prevent the declaration
suggested by the Congress, if | may say so, in the common
interest. If the force of Congress suggestion has not been
overwhelmingly felt, the declaration will not come. There
need be no degjection among Congressmen if it does not. We
shall get our independence when it is deserved. But it would
be well for the British Government and the Allied cause
if the minority argument were not flung in the face of a cre-
dulous world. It would be honest to say that the British
desire to hold India yet awhile. There will he nothing wrong
insuch a desire. India is a conquest. Conguests are not
surrendered except when the conquered successfully rebel, or
under an awakened conscience the congueror repents of the
conquest, or when the conquered territory ceases to be a
profitable concern."

On October 1 7th, the Governor-General issued a state-
ment setting forth Britain's war aimsregarding India. That
statement only offered that at the end of the war, the Govern-
ment of India Act would be revised in consultation with all
theleading parties in India, and indicated that no substan-
tial political advance would be made without the consent of
the minorities. It has further proposed that a consultative
committee would be formed during thewar on which all parties
would be represented.

.. On October 22nd the Working Committee issued its
Resolution on the Viceregal statement and declared it be
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wholly unsatisfactory and calculated to rouse resentment
among those who were anxious to gain and intent upon
gaining India's independence. TheWorking Committee further
decided that it could not possibly give any help to Britain
for it would amount to an endorsement of the Imperialist
policy which the Congress had already sought to end. As
afirst step in this direction, the Congress called upon its
ministries to tender their resignations. Pursuant to the said
direction the Congress Ministries resigned in U.V,, Bihar and
Bombay, and on Nov. 3rd the Governors of U. P. and Bihar
and on Nov. 4th the Governor of Bombay assumed the
government of their respective provinces under Sec. 93 of the
Government of India Act. Subsequently similar assumptions
have been proclaimed by the Governors in Orissa, C. P and
North-West Frontier-Province.

The Congress has now taken vital steps as an earnest
of her determination to resist the exploitation of India for any
imposed or Imperialist war which islikely to leave India as
a subject race at the end of it. The next step India would be
obliged to take depends on the integrity and sincerity of Great
Britain. If Great Britain pursues the present policy of main-
taining the subjection of India by the policy of divide and rule,
India is bound to struggle to regain her freedom by the path
and the method which she has hitherto employed the way of
non-cooperation and a struggle based on Satyagraha. The
Indian National Congress has exercised forbearance, been
guilty of no impatience and now awaits the near future with
keen determination.

This is the moral of the book which is now offered to the
public by Mr. P. R. Lele, an experienced political thinker and
a tried Satyagrahi Congressman. | commend the publication to
all those who wish to understand India's attitude towards this
war and to study the background of India's near future.

89, Warden Road,
Bombay: BHULABHAI J. DESAL.
1t January 1940.J
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PREFACE

This took is an attempt to unfold the problem of India's
place in the world and also in relation to Great Britain, in
the words of British Statesmen and Indian leaders. The
book opens with the historic event of 23rd August 1939, viz.
the Russo-German Non-Aggression Pact.  This Pact was
followed by aWar, of which the extent, nature, duration or
after-effects are all uncertain. What is certain is that this
war is going to lead to great changes. India wants to benefit
by the changes and also to contribute to the changes. There-
fore India claims the right to frame her own constitution.

In a non-violent campaign for freedom impact of mutually
opposing ideas plays a very helpful part. The impact of such
ideas during the last four months has brought out the unity
which exists in this country. Not only does the Congress
stand for a free India, but the Muslim League also takes the
same stand. The Liberal Federation on Dec. 29 resolved that
"The Federation is strongly of opinion that the future consti-
tution of India should be framed by Indians themselves' and
the Muslim League fortifies the same view when it demands
that the voice of the Indian Muslims must be heard in framing
the constitution. Even the Chief Justice of India, who may
lie called the Indian Keeper of the King's Conscience, declared
that it was "a natural and reasonable desire” that "an Indian
constitution should receive an imprimatur from Indians them-
selves."

This evolution, of thought will he read in this book in
original words. Views of all political schools in India have
been impartially included in this book.

| express my profound gratitude to Sjt. Bhulabhai Desai
for writing the Foreword.

TARABAG, GIRGAUM,
BOMBAY, 2-1-40. P. R LELE



PART |
VERSAILLES TO MOSCOW

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF 20 YEARS

August 23, 1939, the day on which the Russo-German
Non-Aggression Pact was signed, is to he regarded according*
to M, Molotov, "as a date of great historic importance." The
terms of the Pact will be found at the commencement of
Part If. Nobody can question the truth of M. Molotov's pro-
position. Put it was much more than that. This Pact and its
precursor, viz. the Russo"German Trade Aggreement signed
on August 19, were events which stunned the world. When
the Trade Agreement was announced and it was made known
that negotiations were going on for an improvement of political
relations between Russian and German Governments, people
were shocked, they were rubbing their eyes, some felt betrayed,
efc. etc. An account is proposed to be given here, which
will enable the reader to judge for himself whether it was
such a shocking or stunning or eye-rubbing event.

The editor has depended on authentic records. The only
book he has referred to is " Light on Moscow" by IX N. T'ritt,
K.C, M.P., whose hatred of Herr Hitler is immaculate.

Mr. Pritt observes:
"On balance, both before and after the advent of Hitler
Germany is entitled to more good marks for friendly conduct

towards the U. S. S. R. than we are. If we include the very
early days, when we were financing one semipiratical inva
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"Article 1. The basis of the relations between Germany
and the U. S. S. R. remains the Treaty of Rapallo. The
German Government and the Government cf the
U.S S R.will remain in friendly contact with each
other in order to bring about an understanding in the
problems of political and economic nature that are of
mutual interest.

Art. 2.-1f one of the contracting parties were, despite
its peaceful behaviour, attacked by a third Power or
several Powers, the other contracting party must observe
neutrality during the whole duration of the conflict.

Art. 3.—If, asaresult of a conflict whose nature is
indicated in Art. 2, or dse at a time when neither of the
contracting partiesisinvolved in military complications,
a coalition were to be formed by third Powers for the
purpose of conducting an economic or financial boycott
of one of the contracting Powers, the other contracting
Po,wer shall not join such acoalition."

This Treaty was, according to M.Molotov, inforceall the
time between 1933 and 1939 and even on 31st August 1939.

Herr Hitler made a programmatic speech on Jan. 30, 1934
in the Reichstag in the course of which lie said :

"Despite the great difference between the two respective
outlooks on life, the German Reich has endeavoured to ook
after its friendly relations with Russia also this year."

To quote Mr. Pritt ;

"Thrbiaghout the year 1934, whilst the U. S. S. E. was
not only greatly increasing ber armaments but also making a
public parade of the fact, Hitler in his repeated pleas and
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arguments for German rearmament never even hinted at
the idea of a 'Soviet Menace. Neither Soviet Russia nor

the Red Army were mentioned in any of the official documents
relating to German rearmament.”

In April 1934, Herr Hitler issued a statement, in the
course of which he said regarding Russo-German relations ;

"The German Government believes that the Treaty of
Berlin, which it ratified the previous year, contains all the
elements for the preservation and shaping of their mutual
relations.”

In the autumn of 1933 Germany left the League of
Nations. In 1934 the U. S. S. R. at the suggestion of France
joined the League. To quote Mr. Pritt again ;

"Until after the Soviet Union began apolicy of collabora-
tion with the western democracies and joined the League of
Nationsin 1934, Germany was friendly and even cordial
towards the new state (U. S. S. R.) to adegree which few
people now recall."

On March 10,1939, was held the Eighteenth Congress of
the Communist Party of the U. S. S. R. when Comrade
Stalin madea very important and what is more enlightening
speech.  The following excerpts will repay repeated perusal,
more especially because M. Molotov (Foreign Commissar)
based his speeches of 31st May and 31st August on the precept
laid down by M. Jos. Stalin, who said :

"The hullabaloo raised by the British, French and Ameri
can Piess over the Soviet Ukraine is characteristic The
gentry of the Press there shouted until they were hoarse that the
Germansweremarching on Soviet Ukraine, that they now had
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"what is called the Carpathian Ukraine with a population of
some 700,000, and that not later than this spring the Germans
would annex the Soviet Ukraine, which hasa population of
over 30,000,000, to this socalled Carpathian Ukraine. It looks
as if the object of this suspicious hullabaloo was to incense the
Soviet Union against Germany, to poison the atmosphere and
to provoke a conflict with Germany without any visible

grounds.
The tasks of the Party in the sphere of foreign policy are:

1. To continue the policy of peace and of strengthen-
ing business relations with all countries;

2. To be cautious and not allow our country to be
drawn into conflicts by warmongers who are accustomed
to have others pull the chestnuts out of the fire for them."

This was before | Terr Hitler marched into Prague and
frightened Mr. Chamberlain out of hiswits. England gave a
guarantee to Poland against aggression and, after Italy
marched into Albania, also to Greece and Rumania. England
gave up her traditional policy regardingthe Army and Mr.
Chamberlain announced conscription of all males of 20 and 21.

On April 15 the British Ambassador in Moscow asked
the Soviet Government if Russia would make a declaration
of unilateral guarantee to Poland and Rumania. To thia
proposal the Russian reply dated April 17 was a positive
counterproposal of a Triple Pact of Britain, Franceand
V.S.S.R. On 27th May 1939, the British and French
Ambassadors in Moscow were instructed to agree to discuss
atriple pact. In between, M. Litvinov, Russia's Foreign
Commissar, was relieved of his duties and was succeeded by
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M. Molotov. On 31st May was held the third session of the
Supreme Soviet of V. S. S. R., when M. Molotov said: -

"P»ut we must remember comrade Stalin's precept to be
cautions and not allow cur country to he drawn into conflicts
by warmongers who are accustemed to have others pull the
chestnuts out of the lirefor them !  Only thus shall we be
able to del end to the end the interests-of our country and the
interests of universal peace.

"While conducting negotiations with Great Britain and
France, we by no means consider it necessary to renounce
businessrelations with countries like Germany and Itaty. At
the I>eginning of last year, on the initiative of the German
Government, negotiations were started for a trade agreement
and new credits. Germany offered to grant us a new credit
of 200 million marks. As at that time we did not reach una-
nimity on the terms of this new economic agreement, the
matter was dropped. At the end of 1938 the Ger man Gover nment
again proposed economic negotiations and a credit of 200
million marks, the German side expressing readiness to make
a number of concessions. At the beginning of 1939 the Peo-
ples Commissariat of Foreign Trade was informed thai a
special German representative, Ilerr Schnure, was leaving
for Moscow for the purpose of these negotiations. Subse-
quently the negotiations were entrusted to |lerr Schulenburg
the German Ambassador in Moscow, instead of Herr Schnure,
but they were discontinued on account of disagreement. To
judge by certain signs, it is not precluded that the negotiations
may be resumed.”

The Anglo-Franco-Soviet Negotiations begun on May 27
dragged on and on, but brought forth no result, while the
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Russo-German Trade Agreement was signed on Aug. 19 and
was followed by the 'shocking' ‘stunning' event viz. the
Russo-German Non-Aggression Pact. A specia Session of the
supreme Soviet was held in Moscow from August 28 to
August 31. On Aug. 31:M. Molotov made a speech recom-
mending to the Supreme Soviet that they should ratify the
Non-Aggression fact. The following excerpts from that
speech complete thisaccount. Said M. Mo.'otcv :—

"I'n the spring of this year the German Government made
a pioposal for the resumption of commercial and credit nego-
tiations. Soon after the negotiations were resumed. By making
mutual concessions, we succeeded in reaching an agreement.
Asyou know, this agreement was signed on Aug. 19. This
was not the first commercial and credit agreement concluded
with Germany under her present Government.

"Coimade Stalin hit the nail on the head when he exposed
the machinations of the Western European politicians who
were trying to st Germain- and the Soviet Union at logger-
heads.. .We must be on our guard against those who se an
advantage to themselves in bad relations between the U.S.S.R.
and Germany, in enmity between them, and who do not
want peace and good-neighbourly relations between Germany
and the Soviet. Union."



PART 11
BRITISH EMPIRE DECLARES WAR

RUSSO-GERMAN PACT

Aug. 24.

Late at night on 23rd August 1939, the Russo-German
Pact of Non-Aggression was sgned at Moscow by Herr von
Ribbentrop (German Minister) and M. Molotov (Russian
Minister) in the presence of M. Stalin and the German Ambas-
sador in Moscow. The text of the agreement, as released by
the official German News Agency, translated into English,
reads.—

"Guided by the desre to srengthen the cause of peace
between Germany and the Soviet Republics, based on the fun-
damental stipulations of the neutrality aggrement concluded
in April, 1926, the German and Soviet Governments have
come to the following agreement:—

1. Thetwo contracting Powersundertaketorefrain from
any act of force, any aggressiveact and any attack againgt each
other either singly or in conjunction with any other Powers.

2. If one of the contracting Powers should become an
object of warlike action on the part of a third Power, the
other contracting Power will in no way support the third
Power .

3. The Governments of the two contracting Powers will
in futureremain in consultation with each other in order to
inform themsdves about questions which touch their common
interests.

2
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4. Neither of the two contracting parties will join any
other group of Powers which, directly or indirectly, is directed
against one of the two.

5. In case differences or conflict should arise between
the two contracting Powers on questions of any kind, the two
partners will solve these disputes or conflicts exclusively by a
friendly exchange of views, or, if necessary, by arbitration
commissions.

6. The agreement has been concluded for a duration of
ten years, with the stipulation that unless one of the contract-
ing Powers gives notice to terminate a year before expiration,
itwill automatically be prolonged by five years.

7. The present agreement shall be ratified in the short-
est possible time and the ratification documents will be ex-
changed in Berlin. The treaty comes into force immediately
after it is signed.”

The agreement is drawn up inthe German and Russian
languages, and is dated August 23.

Herr von Ribbentrop communicated the news of the
signing of the Pact to Herr Hitler at 1a m. Herr von
Ribbentrop's interview with M. Molotov lasted over three
and a half hours.

Satisfaction in Berlin

" ‘Unconditional mutual neutrality is the theme of Berlin
newspaper headlines. No Moscow news has been so promi-
nently displayed since the establishment of the Third Reich.
The fact that the Treaty eliminates any aid by the Soviet to
a Power involved in hostilities with Germany is regarded as
extreirely important at present.”
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"The clear establishment of peaceful relations of such
mighty Powers as the Soviet and Germany isbound to pacify
the extremely tense international situation and contribute to
the consolidation of peace, says the lzvestia of Moscow. The
Pact will prevent disputes arising between the two States.
Ideological differences cannot stand in the way of the estab-
lishment of neighbourly relations".

ANGLO-POLISH PACT
August 25.

On Aug. 25 the British Foreign Office issued a statement
announcing an agreement for mutual assistance between Bri-
tain and Poland replacing and giving formal effect to the
provisional agreement reached between the United Kingdom
and Poland during Col. Beck's visit to London in spring and
announced in the House of Commons on April 6. The
following are the provisions of the Anglo Polish Pact:—

Article |: Should one of the contracting parties become
engaged in hostilities with a European Power in consegquence
of aggression by the latter, the other contracting party will
immediatelly give the party engaged in hostilities all support
and assistance in its power.

Articlel | : (1) The provisions of Article | will aso apply
in the event of any action by a European Power which clearly
threatened, directly or indirectly, the independence of one of
the contracting parties and was of such a nature that the
party in question considered it vital to resist it with armed
forces.
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(2) Should one of the contracting parties become engaged
in hostilities with a European Power in consequence of action
by that Power which threatened the independence or neutrality
of another European State in such a way as to constitute a
clear menace to the security of that contracting party, the
provisions of Article | will apply without prejudice, however,
to the rights of the other European State concerned.

ArticlelI'1: Should a European Power attempt to under-
mine the independence of one of the contracting parties by
processes of economic penetration or any other way, the con-
tracting parties will support each other in resistance of such
attempts.  Should the European Power concerned thereupon
embark on hostilities against one of the contracting parties,
the provisions of Article | will appply.

Articlel V: Methods of applying the undertakings of
mutual assistance are established between competent naval,
military and air authorities of the contracting parties.

Article V provides for the exchange of complete and
speedy information concerning any development, which might
threaten the independence of the contracting parties.

Article VI lays down that the contracting parties should
communicate to each other any undertaking of assistance
against aggression which they have already given or may in
future give to other States.

ArticleV I 1: Should the contracting parties be engaged'
in hostilities in consequence of the application of the present
agreement, they will not conclude an armistice or treaty of
peace, except by mutual agreement.
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Article VIl provides that the agreement will remain in
force for five years, subject to six months notice of denuncia-
tion.

On August 31 the Soviet Parliament ratified the Russo-
German Pact.

On September 1, Herr Hitler, Chancellor and Fuhrer of
Germany, ordered German military forces to march into
Poland. He also announced the return of the Danzig Free
City State to Germany.

Parliament met in a special Sesson. Before the meeting
of Parliament, King George VI drove to No. 10, Downing
Street, to give audience tothe Premier, a thing that had never
happened before.  His Majesty did so to avoid waste of time
on the part of the Premier in going to the Buckingham Palace
and back. To atense House of Commons Mr. Chamberlain
announced that an ultimatum had been sent to Germany that
unless all aggressve action against Poland was suspended
and all German forces withdrawn from Polish territory,
British Government would, without hesitation, fulfil their
obligations under the Anglo-Polish Pact.

It was officially announced in Paris that the French
Council of Ministers was unanimous in maintaining firmly
France's engagements towards Poland.

Herr Hitter did not freed the ultimatum of September
and another was addressed on September 3.

The British ultimatum of Sept. 3 could not have been
communicated to the German Foreign Office until after
9 AM. The German reply was handed to the British
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Ambassador at 11-20 A.M. Thefirst and the last paragraphs
ran as follows.—

1. The German Government and the German people
refuse to receive, accept, let alone to fulfil, demands in the
nature of ultimata made by the British Government.

X X X

6. The German Government, therefore, regect the
attempts to force Germany, by means of a demand having the
character of an ultimatum, to recall its forces which are lined
up for the defence of the Reich, and thereby to accept the old
unrest and the old injustice. The threat that, failing this,
they will fight Germany in the war corresponds to the inten-
tion proclaimed for years past by numerous British politicians.
The German Government and the German people have
assured the English people countless times how much they
desire an understanding, indeed dose friendship, with them.
If the British Government hitherto always refused these offers
and now answer them with an-open threat of war, it is not
the fault of the German people and of their Government, but
exclusively the fault of the British Cabinet or of those men
who for years have been preaching the destruction and
extermination of the German people. The German people
and their Government do not, like Great Britain, intend
to dominate the world, but they are determined to defend
their own liberty, their independence and above all their
life. The intention, communicated to us by order of the
British Government, by Mr. King-Hall, of carrying the
destruction of the German people even further than was done
through the Versailles Treaty is taken note of by us and we

shall, therefore, answer any aggressve action on the part of
England with the same weapons and in the same form.
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WAR DECLARED

On Sunday Sept. 3, Mr. Chamberlain broadcast to the
Nation at 11-15 A.M.:—

"This country is at war with Germany,"
In the House of Commons M r. Chamberlain said :~

"Thiscountry isnow at war with Germany. It isa sad
day for all of us, but for noneisit sadder than for me.
Everything | have done, worked for, hoped for and
believed in, during my public life has crashed in ruins.
The only thing left to me is to devote what powers
| have for victory. | cannot tell what part | may be
allowed to play, but | trust | will liveto see the day
when Hitlerism isdestroyed and a restored and liberated
EUROPE has been reestablished."

On Sunday night HisM ajesty, King-Emperor, broadcast
to the Empire:

H. M. KING'S WAR BROADCAST
"In thisgrave hour, perhapsthe mog fateful hour in
our history, | send every household of my peoples, both at
home and overseas, this message spoken with the same
depth of feeling for each one of you asif | were ahle to
cross your threshold and speak to you mysdf.

"For the second time in the lives of mog of us we
are at war. Over and over again, we havetried to find
a peaceful way out of the differences between ourselves
and those who are now our enemies, but it has been in
vain.

"We have been forced into a conflict, for we are
called with our alliesto meet a challenge of a principle
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which, if it were to prevail, would be fatal to any civi-
lised order in the world. It is a principle which
permits a State, in sdfish pursuit of power, to disregard
its treaties and solemn pledges, which sanctions the use
of force or threat of force against the sovereignty and in-
dependence of other States.

"Such a principle, stripped of all disguise, is surely a
mere primitive doctrine that might is right and if this
principle is established throughout the world, the freedom
of our own country and the whole British Common-
wealth of Nations would be in danger.

"But far morethan this, the peoples of the world would
be kept in bondage of fear and all hopes of settled peace
and of security of justice and liberty among nations
would be ended. This is the ultimate issue confronting
us. For the sake of all that we ourselves hold dear and
of the world's order and peace, it is unthinkable that we
should refuse to meet the challenge.

"It isto this high purpose that | now call my people at
home and my peoples across the seas who will make our
cause their own. | ask them to stand calm, firm and
united in this time of trial.

"Thetask will be hard and. there may be dark days
ahead and war can no longer be on a confined battle-
field : but we can only do the .right as we se the
right and reverently commit our cause to God. If, one
and all, we keep resolutely faithful to it, ready for
whatever service or sacrifice it may demand, then with
God's help we shall prevail. May He bless and keep us all."
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The 3rd of September is a dgnificant day in the history
of the progress of democracy in England. It was on the 3rd
of September that Oliver Cromwell routed the troops of King
Charles| at Dunbar and the fight againg tyranny in the
Seventeenth Century was decided in favour of democracy.

France also declared hostilitiesagaingt Germany on 3rd
September.

After Mr. Chamberlain, spoke Mr. Churchill whose follow-
ing remark combined pith and prophecy:—

"This is no quegtion of fighting for Poland or Danzig.
We are fighting to save the whole world from the pegtilence
of Nazi tyranny and in defence of all that is sacred to mail."

India at War

Immediately following Mr. Chamberlain's declaration of
War in Britain, His Excelency the Marquis of Linlithgow,
Governor-General of India, proclaimed that India was at war
with Germany. His Excelency isued a message to the
people of India, in which he expounded the iswues at stake and
expressed confidence that India would fight for human freedom
as againgt the rule of force

MARQUIS OF LINLITHGOW

"You have all heard that early on Friday morning the
German armed forces invaded Polish territory. The German
Government presented no ultimatum. They gave the Polish
Government no warning.

"It is clear beyond any quettion from what has happened
that Poland has had to face the same threat that Czecho-
slovakia had to face a year ago. Confronted with the
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demand that she should accept the dictation of a-foreign
Power in relation to her own territory and her own. subjects,
Poland has elected to stand firm. At this moment her
troops are bravely defending the frontiers against the ruthless
Power that seeks to overwhelm her. His Majesty's Govern-
ment and the Government of France have made it clear that
they stand behind the former pledges against aggression which
they had given to Poland. It is in these circumstances that we
find ourselves at war with Germany to-day.

"The issues that emerge are clear. Acceptance of the
policy and the methods which Germany has adopted would
make life in the world impossible. It would represent the
triumph of aggression and the supremacy of the rule
of force. In circumstances such as these there could be
no security in the world and no peace of mind for
any of us. The ruthless onslaught of Germany on Poland
without a declaration of war is in keeping with the rest of her
conduct in thismatter. What faces us is the safeguarding of
principles vital to the future of humanity, principles of inter-
national justice and international morality, the principle
that civilised men must agree to settle disputes between
nations by reason and not by force, the principle that
in the affairs of men the law of the jungle, the will
of the strongest, irrespectiye of right and justice, cannot
be allowed to prevail. To fail to take up this chal-
lenge would be to destroy for mankind any hope of true pro-
gress and true development; so long as this cruel and ruthless
thing isinthe worldthere can be no freedom of spirit for
humanity.

"Nowhere do these great principles mean more than in
India. Thereisno country that values them more highly
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than India, and none that has at all times been more concern--
ed to safeguard them. His Magjesty's Government, in entering
the war, have done so with no sdfish aims. They have done'
so to safeguard vital principles affecting all humanity; to
ensure the orderly progress of civilisation ; to see that disputes-
between nations are settled not by the arbitrament of force but
by equitable and peaceful means. They have spared no effort
to avoid the calamity that now threatens the world.

"1 do not propose to spesk to you at length this evening-
Far more important than anything that | can say to you must
be the response of each one of you to this tremendous issued
With me, | am certain, you will fed that in the stern and
testing days that lie before us victory-the triumph of Right-
will not be secured by arms alone. We shall all of us have
to depend upon® those innerand spiritual forces which, in all*
great emergencies of life bear the true and unfailing source of
strength and fortitude.

"In a cause such as this the wholehearted sympathy and
the support of all in thisgreat country, whether in British
India or in the Indian States, will, | am certain, be forth-
coming without distinction of class, of creed, of race, or of
political party. | am confident that on a day on which all that
is most precious and most significant in the civilisation of the
modern world stands in peril, Indiawill make her contribu-
tion on the side of human freedom as against the rule of
force and play a part worthy of her place among the great
nations and the historic civilisations of theworld."

Government of India Act Amended

On September 1, that is to say, before war was declared,
Parliament passed the Government of India Act Amendment
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Act in a few minutes. The Amendment Act added a section
after sec. 126. The new section (sec. 126A) provides that on
the declaration of war, the executive authority of the Federa-
tion (which for the time being meansthe Governor-General in
Council) shall extend to the giving of directions to a Province
asto the manner in which the executive authority thereof isto
he exercised and that the Federal Legislature (for the time
being, the Indian Legisature) shall have power to make laws
conferring powers and imposing duties, or authorising the
conferring of powers and the imposition of duties upon the
Federation or officers and authorities of the Federation,
although, in the absence of the emergency, the power
bdongs to the Province. This additional provision has
been given retrospective effect as from 14 April 1937.
In exercise of the power vested by this additional pro-
vision in the Central Legidature, the Governor-General
forthwith promulgated the Defence of India Ordinance
and under that Ordinance the Governor-General in
Council made and published Rules. The Ordinance was
promulgated and the Rules made without consulting Provincial
Governments in spiteof the fact that the normal field of the
Provincial Legisature was thereby affected.

Eiredeclared her neutrality. The Union of South Africa
did not declare War till Sep. 7 and Canada till Sep. 10.

On the very day 6f the declaration of war the Hon. Sir
SikandarHyat Khan, Premier of Punjab, issued the following
statement from Simla:

"The worst has happened. The efforts of the peace
makers have failed, and once again Germany has, for Hfish



27

aggression, imposed a world war with all the horrorsit invol-
ves for humanity. At this juncture words cannot avail, the
time for academic discussion is over, and the moment for
action has arrived. As such, trusting in Providence, | appeal
to my fellow citizens in the Punjab to get ready for the; call
of duty. We must be prepared for all sacrifices to defend our
motherland, civilisation, justice and fair play and all the rest
for which self-respecting people may live and die.

"The drain on our men, money and materialsislikely to be
severe, ever severer than in the last war. | would, therefore,
appeal that from today Punjabis must themselves Voluntarily
impose all possible restrictions on their food and drink and
other resources, so that every ounce thus saved could be con
served for the common cause.

"Moreover, as the first earnest of our patriotic effort. |
would appeal to all concerned to place their services and
resources at the disposal of their King and Country. 1 have
faith in the guidance of a merciful Providence, | have faithin
the righteousness of our cause and | have faith in the .valiant
traditions of my province.

"As such, | feel confident that the Punjab will rise to its
highest traditions and once again establish its proud claim
to be the sword-arm of India. The Punjab expects every
Punjabi to do his duty by his King and Country."

BROADCAST TO THE GERMAN PEOPLE
Sept. 4,

Mr. Chamberlain broadcast to the German people in their
own language the following message :
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"Your country and mine are now at war. Your country
bombed and invaded free and independent Poland which
this country is bound to defend. Because your troops were
not withdrawn inresponse to the British Note, war has
followed."

After giving facts in regard to Her Hitler's offer to
"Poland, Mr. Chamberlain proceeded:

"Why did we fee it necessary to defend an Eastern
Power when our interests should be in the West? The
answer, | regret to say, isthat nobody in this country trusts
your leader's word. We are not fighting against the German
people, but against a tyrannous and foresworn regime which
betrayed their own people and the whole of Western civilisa-
tion, and all you and we hold dear.

"Your leader gave his word that he would respect the
Locarno Treaty, but he broke it. He gave hisword that he
.neither wished nor intended to annex Austria, but he broke it.
He declared he would not incorporate the Czechs in the
Reich, but he did so. He gave his word after Munich that
he had no further territorial designs in Europe, but he broke
it. Hegave hiswordthat he wanted no Polish provinces,
but he broke it. He has sworn for years that he was a
mortal enemy of Bolshevism, but he is now their ally. Can
you wonder that hisword is not worth the paper on which it
iswritten? The German-Soviet Pact was a cynical volte face
to shatter the Peage Front, but the gamble failed anxl the
Peace Front stands firm. Your leader isnow sacrificing you
in astill more monstrous gamble of war to extricate himself
from the impossible position into which he has led himself
And you."
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RESPONSE IN INDIA
After declaring that India as a part of the British Empire
was at war with Germany, Lord Linlithgow got into touch
with the spokesmen of the two principal political Organisa-
tionsin India. Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. M. A. Jinnah were
granted interviews at Simla on September 4.

Several organisations and several leaders issued state-
ments supporting Britain and placing their services and
resources at the disposal of His Majesty, King-Emperor,
unreservedly.

Indian Catholics

Principal A. Soares, President of the All-India Catholic
Congress, in a public statement said :

"Conscious that the war, into which Britain and France
have entered, isnot a war of their seeking, but has been
forced upon them by an insane nationalism, built upon
pseudo-scientific theories of 'blood and soil; conscious that such
nationalism and theories are destructive to the, foundations on
which a Christian civilisation and theinternational fellowship
of nations are based; conscious, moreover, of the heroic stand
that Poland, the Catholic bastion in Central Europe, has made
and is making against the new barbarism which would tram-
ple the weaker nations which stand in the way of its ambi-
tion and expansion; the Catholics of India, | am confident,
will rally round Britain in this hour of peril and need, and
pledge their unconditional supprt in awar which obviously
isnot imperialistic in itsinception or in itsend.”

Punjab  Christians

An emergent General meeting of the Punjab Indian Chris-
tian Association (Lahore) ratified the pledge of loyal support
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to the British Government given by their President in the
name of the community.

Parsis
Sept. 5.

A meeting of Parsisconvened by the Trustees of the Parsi
Punchayet was hedd in Wadiaji's fire temple in Bombay
Prayers were offered to Ahura Mazda invoking His blesings
for the King. It wasresolved, on the motion of Mr. M. P.
Kharegat, Presdent of the Punchayet, seconded by Sir
Shapoorji Bilimoria and supported by Sir Cowasgi Jehangr,
to send a telegram to the Secretary of State for |ndiareques-
ing him to tender to His Majesty the community's heartfelt
loyalty and all its services and to pray for " full and speedy
success of their beloved Emperor in the present war."

Big Landlords

The British India Association of Lucknow, representing
the landed interests, passed a resolution placing its resources
both in men and money at the disposal of the Viceroy.

The Bihar Landlords Association, under the presidentship
of the Maharaja of Darbhanga, resolved to make every poss-
ble sacrifice for the success of Britain in the war.

Mr. C.P.N. Sinha, Leader of the Opposition in the Bihar
Assembly, who represents zamindars, wired to the Viceroy,
placing his resources and those of the people he represented
at the disposal of His Majesty's Gover nment.

"The resources of India should be unreservedly placed at
the disposal of Great Britain.' said Kumararajah M. A,
Muthia Chettiar, Leader of the Opposition in the Madras
Legislative Assambly, in a statement,
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SIR SARVEPALLI RADHAKRISHNAN
Madras, September 5

The Working Committee of the Congress will soon
review the question of India's part in the war. Those of us,
who believe that war as such isan evil and that it is of no
use to employ violence to put down violence, will not have
much trouble of mind. A large majority of usstill think that
we are not living in a perfect world but only in an improving
world.

Great Britain has entered this war not in defence of
possessons, Lut in defence of principles. She has the
conscience of the world on her side in attempting to resist
Nazi tyranny and therule of force. Thinking men in India
are deeply in sympathy with the Polish cause and the British
attitude in the matter. Britain will make a tremendous appeal
to political Indiaif the substance of self-government is imme-
diately granted in the Centre.

By temperament Mahatma Gandhi is a man of peace,
and he will not be anxious to pressfor an advantage at a
time when Britain is faced by serious troubles. But his
serious difficulty will be to satisfy the members of the Working:
Committee and other leaders so long as effective responsibility
in the Centre is not envisaged in the present Government of
India Act There ought not to be any haggling or bargaining
in this matter. But wise statesmen like the present Viceroy
should size up the state of feeling in the country and do the
right thing, not because it is a state of war but because sdlf-
government for Indiaisthe right thing.
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SYMPATHY FOR DEMOCRACIES

Mahatma Gandhi's first statement after the declaration

of war
Simla, September 5.

Mahatma Gandhi left Simla for Wardha in the afternoon,
;and prior to his departure issued the following statement:—

At Delhi as| was entraining for Kalka, abig crowd sang
in perfect good humour to the worn out refrain of 'Mahatma
Gandhi-ki Jai' 'We do not want any understanding’. | had
then my weekly silence. Therefore, | merely smiled. And
those who were standing on the footboard returned the smile
with their smile, whilst they were admonishing me not to have
any understanding with the Viceroy. | had aso a letter from
a Congress Committee, giving me similar warning. Neither
oof these counsellors knew me. | did not need the warning to
know my limitations.

. Apart from the Delhi demonstration and a Congress
Committee's warning, it is my duty to tell the public what
happened at the interview with H. E. the Viceroy.

I knew that | had no instructions whatsoever from the
Working Committee in the matter. | had answered a' tdes
graphic invitation and taken thefirsttrain | could catch. And
what is more, with my irrepressible and out and out non-vio-
lence, | knew that | could not represent the national mind, and
| should cut a sorry figureif | triedtodoso. | told His Ex-
cellency as much. Therefore, there could be no question of
any understanding or negotiation, with me. Nor, | saw, had
he sent for me to negotiate. | have returned from Viceregal
JLodge emptyhanded and without any understanding, open or
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secret.  If there is to be any understandings it would be be-
tween the .Congress and the Government. ,,

Having therefore made my position vis-a-vis the Con-
gress quite clear, | told His Excellency that my own
sympathies were with England and France from the purely-
humanitarian standpoint. | told him that | could not con-
template, without being stirred to the very depth, the destruc-
tion of London, which has hitherto been regarded as impteg-
frable. And as | was picturing before me the Houses of Parlia-
ment and Westminster Abbey and their possible destruction;
J broke down. | have become disconsolate. In the secret of
my heart, | am in perpetua quarrel with God that He should
allow such things to go on. My non-violence ssams almost
impotent. But the answer comes at the end of the daily
quarrel that neither God nor non-violence is impotent. Impo-
tenceisin men. | must try on without losing faith, even
though | may break in the- attempt.

Letter to Hitler

And so, as though in anticipation of the agony that was
awaiting me, | senton July 23 from Abbottabad the following
letter to Herr Hitler :

"Friends have been urging me to write to you for the sake
of humanity. But I,have resisted their request because of the
feeling that any letter from me would be an impertinence.
Something tells me that | must not calculate and that | must
make an appeal for whatever it may be worth.

"1t isquite clear that you aretoday the one person in the
world who can prevent awar, which may reduce humanity
to the savage state. Must you pay that price for an object;
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however worthy it may appear to you to be ? Will you listen
to the appea of one who has deliberately shunned the method
of war not without considerable success ?

"Anyway | anticipate your forgiveness, if | have erred
in writing to you."

How | wish that even now he would listen to reason,
and the appeal from almost the whole of thinking mankind,
not excluding the German people themselves. | must refuse
to believethat Germans contemplate with equanimity the eva-
cuation of big cities like London for fear of destruction to be
wrought by man's inhuman ingenuity. They cannot con-
template with equanimity such destruction of themselves and
their own monuments. | am not, therefore, just now thinking
of India's deliverance. It will come, but what will it be worth,
if England and France fall, or if they come cut victorious
ever Germany ruined and humbled ?

Yet it amost seems as if Herr Hitler knows no God but
brute force, and, as Mr. Chamberlain says, he will listen to
nothing else. It isin the midst of this catastrophe without
parallel that Congressmen and all other responsible Indians in-
dividually and collectively, have to decide what part India is
to play in this terrible drama.

SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU
September, 6.

In an interview with the pressmen at Allahabad Sir Te|
Bahadur Sapru said : "We must absolutely stand by the
British and it would be most disastrous if we were to offer
help subject to conditions. Nfever before has a graver situa
lion arisen in our history, Any question of controversy with
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the British in regard to the future of India must stand over
until the common peril isover. In my opinion it would be
a short-sighted policy to say or do anything, which might en-
tourage Germany, Russia or any member of the Axis Powers,
Quite apart from the fact that associations going back to 150
years cannot be terminated in the twinkling of an eye by re-
solutions howsoever strongly-worded, our self-interest alone
demands that we must do everything to secure the safety of
the country and that | am clear cannot be donewithout full and
unreserved co-operation with the British. This isno occasion
in my opinion for a mere theoretical fight on the basis of
ideological differences.”

MUSLIM OPINION
September 6.

LT.-COL. SIR S. HUSSAN-UD-DIN
Member, Council of State.

The disastrous war brings it home to the Muslims of
India that they are more concerned with its outcome than the
other peoples of this country, for the Muslims* vital interests
are not limited to this country alone, but are intimately con-
cerned with the destinies of all Muslim nations, whether they
are Already involved in the struggle or may become so later.
The time has arrived to compose all our internal differences
and to stand united by the British Empire with all our re-
sources of life and possessions, sincerely and with determina-
tion.

The independence and welfare of British India and the
Indian States stand and fall with Britain. This isnot merely
my personal view, but also that of other thinking and far-
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sighted people. | appeal, therefore, to you and the other
leaders of Muslim India to facethis problem courageously and
with a clear realisation of the dark days that may come and
reach your decision : and it is obvious in which direction that
decision might lie. Asfaras | myself and my family are
concerned, we have aready offered ourselves and all our
resources to His Majesty's Government.

SIR SHAFAAT AHMAD KHAN

Muslims to a man would support the British Empire
wholeheartedly.  They have one King and one cause of
righteousness and justice, and they know how to fight for a
good cause.

MRr M. A, JINNAH
Simla, September 7.

As aready announced, | had an interview with His Ex-
cellency the Viceroy on September 4, when . His Excellency
explained to me the situation as much as he was able to do,

One cannot help deploring and condemning the resort to
arms and brute force. It is quite obvious that we are facing
now the gravest situation, which is bound to result in horrible
destiuction of life and property and will mean the greatest
disaster all the world over. This is not the time for meto
disapprove or approve of the policy of His Majesty's Govern-
ment. The crisis has coriie, and we have to face and beat-it
as best as we can.

Naturally my sympathies are with the peoples of Poland,
France arid Britain, as we are at present a part of the British
‘Commonwealth of Natibns. If,'however, Britain wants to
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prosecute thiswar successfully, it mug take Muslim India into
its confidence through its accredited organisatibn—the All-
India'Miislim League—and so shape its policy as to apply
the principles enunciated by His Excellency the Viceroy in
his recent broadcast soon after the declaration of war on Sun-
day last. Muslimswant jugtice and fair play.

I will place the views of His Excellency the Viceroy
beforethe W or king Committee of the All-India Muslim L ea-
gue, which is going to meet in Delhi on September 17, and, in.
the meantime, | appeal to the Muslims to stand solidly and
unitedly under the flag of the All-IndiaMuslim League.
L et us pray that in this grave hour we shall be guided by
Providence to arrive at the right decision in the bes interests
of Muslim India.

SIR SULTAN AHMED
Patna, September 7.

The goodwill of the world is with great Britain and
France in the stand they have taken up. Our attitudein
India, in my opinion, will be clear ascrystal. We mugt dec-
lare with one voice, without any mental reservation or quali-
fications whatsoever, that we stand by Britain in her fi&M
for the destruction- of Hitlerism. Wemug welcome the clear
lead given by the Premier of the Punjab, theHon. Sir Sikandar
Hyat Khan, and | hope the Working Committee of the Mus-
lim League will endorse hisviews. Ifsand buts should not
be allowed to mar the unanimity or thetrue value of our
Attitude:
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HIS HIGHNESS THE AGA KHAN

London, September 7.

His Highness the Aga Khan in a message to the President
of thelsmailian Executive Council, Zanzibar, said:

"Heartfelt, loyal and unginted service must now be
given to the cause of the Empire, which is the protector of our
faith and our people This message should be read after
prayers every day and published." —Renter.

SIR WAZIR HASSAN

Sir Wazir Hassan (whose sympathieswith the Indian
National Congress are wellknown) issued the following:—

L ucknow, September 7.

Our claim for freedom has not arisen from this crisis.
It isanold claim. It isour birthright. It isnether just nor
consigent with our national honour and dignity that it
should be necessary for I ndia to be commandeered into coopera-
tion with the British in the present war with Germany. It
istruethat today we are not a free people, but it isequally true,
asobserved by M ahatma Gandhi, that India's deliverance will
come and, | may add that it will soon come. At the present
juncture, therefore, the Congress must decide the issue of
co-operation with Britain in thiswar on the assumption that
India is a free country, asalso on thebass of the message
broadcast by His Majesty the -King-Emperor on the morning
of the fateful Sunday (September 3) and in response to the
invitation of the Viceroy of India, which hasbeen extended to
the CongressW or king Committeethrough M ahatma Gandhi*
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If we examine the merits of the issue involved in the
war, and the antecedent circumstances disclosed in the gpeech
of Mr. Chamberlain in the House of Commons, we cannot but
come to the concluson that thereisno question either of
territorial extenson or national aggrandisement.

Mr. Chamberlain also madeit clear that His Majesty's
'Government had continuoudy endeavoured to settle all dis
putes real or imaginary, between the Nazi Government and
the Palish people by the peaceful method of negotiation, but
the former had paid no heed to them. The quedion facing us
today isthe safeguarding of principles vital to the future of
humanity, namely, international justice and morality.

Apart from these principles, which we should all endea-
vour to restore to their highest pedestal, India'sown security is
at stake, asis made clear by the Commander-in-Chief's broad-
cast gpeech on September 6. The Congress Working Com-
mittee has banned the methods of satyagraha and civil
disobedience. It follows, therefore, that the only method for
esttling this issue of co-operation with the British in this war
mugt be decided on the bass of negotiation, and theway to a
sttlement on those lines has been opened by the Viceroy.
Thegreatest virtue of this method lies, in my opinion, in the
undeniable inference that the Congress is conceded the right
of self-determination.

British Appeal To Germans

London, September 7.

Theten million leaflets dropped in Germany said inter
alia, that "the Reich has forced a war upon Britain knowing
it would involve mankind in a worse calamity than that of
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1914. Never hasa Government ordered subjects to death
with less excuse. Germany was in no way threatened or de-
prived of justice. President Roosevelt offered you peacewith
honour and prospect of prosperity.

"Your rulers have condemned you to massacre, misery
and privations of war. They cannot hope to win. A vyear's
iron censorship haskept from you the truths imprisoned in
your minds and has also concealed the fact that you have no
means of a sustained and protracted warfare. . You are on
the verge of bankruptcy. Our resources are immense. We
are too strong to break and could wear you down inexorably.
Y ou can insist upon peace at any lime. We are prepared to
couclude it with any peace-loving German Government."

NO DESIRE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE. OF
BRITAIN'S DIFFICULTY

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

Rangoon, September 8,

In an interview with the Press, Pandit JawaharlaJ, who
had been tp China and who returned at the call of the Congress
President, said:—

We have repeatedly stated that we are not out to bargain.
We do not approach the problem with a view to taking
advantage of Britain's difficulties. In a conflict between
Democracy and freedom :on the one side, and Fascism and
aggression on the other out synapathies must inevitably lie on
the side of Democracy, and we cannot tolerate with pleasure
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ideas of victory for Fascist and Imperialist aggressors. But
mere repetition of phrases about Democracy and freedom does-
not mean that the struggle is for Democracy. The last war
showed that and the past year or more demonstrated still more
how Democracy can be betrayed in the name of pfesce and!
freedom.

The real test as to whether this struggle is for Demo-;
cracy and freedom does not lie in loud enunciation of princi-
ples, but in practice. If England stands for pelf-determination,
the proof of that should be India. . o

| realise fully that this war,is going to change the fage
of things utterly in England and the world, both politically
and economically. The old order is dead and it cannot he
revived. If we are making for a new order, let us all do so
consciously, defining it clearly and acting up to it from now
onwards as far as possible. That new order can have nothing
to do with Fascism or Imperialism.

| should like India to play her full part and throw alf
her resources into the struggle for the new order. | hope that
my country will look at this problem not from a narrow na
tional view but from the widest international viewpoint and
seek to,foster further good of the world because our good is
involvedinit. | hopethat all Indians will be wise enough
and strong enough to forget petty rivalries and conflicts and
rise to, the height of the occasion, thinking only of the freedom
of Indiajand the evolution of a new world order
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"INDIA DESERVES NOW TO BE TREATED
AS A FULL EQUAL."
September 9.

"The attitude of India towards the European war, in
which Britain is involved, is necessarily more complicated
than for thiscountry. From great many Indians in British
India and from virtually all Princes have come offers of every
kind of assstance which have been spontaneous, ungrudging
and generous.

" I'n many partsof British India, particularly the Punjab,
there is the same unconditional readiness to help.  Spokesmen
from all parties have added their individual appeals, but In-
.dia isonly involved in this war because of her connection
with thiscountry and those who are opposed to British con-
nection cannot necessarily grant their support without much
heart-searching. It mugt not be assumed that the Congress is
willing to swallow its words about 'Imperialist war* without
more ado. Like the United States its sympathies may be de-
finite and desp but its grievances perss. Not only because
of possble Congress objections but because of our own wel-
fare, India deserves now to be treated asa full egual. It is
widely recognised in India what India would suffer if Britain
and France were defeated: she mugt understand that she will
gain from their victory."—Manchester Guardian.

Poet Tagore on sheck to the conscience of theworld.
Calcutta, September 10.

At the request of his friends in Europe and England,
Dr. Rabindranath Tagore issued the following statement:—

The constience of the world has been profoundly shock-
ed at the latest manifestation of the arrogant unrighteousness
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of the present Ruler of Germany; thisis but the culminations
of a long series of intimidation of the weak, from the suppres--
sion of the Jewish people in the Reich to the rape of that-
gallant and truly liberal state of Czecho-Slovakia.

Through the mouth of Mahatma Gandhi, the voice of
my country has already been raised in moral condemnation of
the inhumanity which has plunged the world into this in-
sensate carnage, to satisfy the vainglorious whims of an indi-
vidual and his associates. Our voice may not perhaps reach
the ears of the faction in power in Germany, for it is not-
borne on the wings of high explosive shells. | can only hope*
that humanity may emerge triumphant and that decencies of
life and freedom of the oppressed peoples may be firmly
established for all time to come in a world purified through-
this terrible bath of blood.

THE INDIAN LIBERAL PARTY ATTITUDE

Sept. 10,

The Working Committee of the Indian National Liberal
Federation met in Bombay and adopted several Resolutions-
on the International Crisis. In the main Resolution the*
Committed stated that it viewed with serious apprehen-
sion the international situation which had necessitated
a declaration of war on the part of Britain and France
to meet Nazi aggression against Poland. The Liberal
Party had always stood for democracy and freedom and
had repeatedly expressed its opposition to Nazi and Fascist
policies and methods of settling differences between nations by
force instead of by peaceful negotiation. Such methods ancf
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policies were entirely repugnant to liberal principles. The
Committee deemed it its duty to express its consdered view
that in the present crisis India should unhesitatingly "and un-
conditionally support the democratic powers by every possble
means so that they might come out victorious in the sruggle.
Thiswas not the timefor bargaining though India's grievances
weregrave and many. The Committee appealed to other
political partiesto take a broad view of the situation so that
the country should be left in no doubt asto itsduty in the
present criss, which was definitely to range itsdf on the sde

Df Britain.

The second resolution passed by the Committee ran as
follows.—

"While the Committee is emphatically of the opinion
that the support to be given to Britain at the present juncture
must be ungrudging and unconditional, the Committee appeals
to His Majesty's Government and the Government of India to
create such psychological conditions in the country as will
lead to a general political appeasement and ensure complete
co-operation on the part of the people of India by cementing
friendly relations.

"In particular the Committee appeals to Government
to hagen the replacement of the presnt form of Central
Government by a Government responsble to the public."

The Committee urged a revision of the present military
policy and the creation of a modern and efficient Indian De-
iehce Forte, so asto enable I ndia effectively to defend her sdif
gainst foreign aggresson.
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THE KING ON SUPPORT FROM INDIA

Simla, Sept. 11.

The Governor-General addressed a Joint Session of the
Central Legislature. At the very commencement His
Excellency read the following message from His Mgjesty, the
King-Emperor —

" In these days, when the whole of civilisation isthrea-
tened, the widespread attachment of Indiato the cause,
in which we have taken up arms, has been a source of
of deep satisfaction to me. | also value most highly the
many generous offers of assistance made to me by the
Princes and peopleof India. | am confident that in the
estruggle, upon which | and my people have now entered,
we can count upon sympathy and support from every
quarter of the Indian continent in the face of a common
danger. Britain isfighting for no selfish ends, but for
the maintenance of a principle vital to the future of man-
kind—the principlethat relations between civilised states
he regulated, not by force, but by reason and law, so
that n:c:i may live free from the terror of war, to
pursue the happiness and well-being which should be the
destiny of makind." (Sd.) George R. I.

SUSPENSION OF THE FEDERATION OF INDIA

At the close of his address His Excellency announced:

L "I ' will add only one word more, in regard to our federal
preparations. Those preparations, as you are aware, are well
advanced, and great labour has been lavished on them in the
last three years. Federation remains, as before, the objective
of His Majesty's Government; but you will understand, with*
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out any elaborate expostion on my part, the compulsion of
the present international situation, and the fact that, given the
necessty for concentrating on the emergency that confronts
us, we have no choice but to hold in sugpense the work in
connection with preparations for Federation, while retaining.
Federation as our objective. | fed certain that, at atime
when the gruggle which israging dsewhere is uppermogt in
our thoughts, this isa moment in which that emergency, and
matters directly associated with that emergency, mugt be of
predominant and, in a snse, almogt exclusive importance.

"Our trust mug be that, under Providence tie forces of
right and of justice will triumph, and that we may be ableto
take up again those interrupted activities on which we have
been engaged for the furtherance of the constructive work of
peace and of the progress and the prosperity of India"

BRITISH PRESS ON INDIA'S SUPPORT

The Pressin England was jubilant over what it cons-
dered to be the unconditional and united support of India,
The Tunes, the leading Jour nal, wrote: —

With so much at stake, minor grievances over which
parties havequarreed in different parts of the Empire are san*
to be of secondary importance, and all are uniting to defend
thecommoit.cause. In Canada and everywhere throughout
the Empire the challenge of Hitlerism is being met with
unanimity and determination even more impressve than in
1914. Perhapsthe mog striking example comes from India,
where offers of service have been received from all communi-
ties in such volume that Government arefinding difficulty in
handling them.
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INDIA'S SYMPATHY FOR POLAND
Simla, Sept. 12.

The Council of State passed the following Resolution :—

That the House do send to Poland an unanimous expres-
sion of its profound admiration at their heroic sruggle against
wanton German aggresson and its complete confidence that
the undaunted spirit of their people and the unflinching deter-
mination of their allieswill ultimately lead them to victory.

Sir C.Y. Chintamani:—

| trust and believe that India will do all she can in the
struggle against Hitlerism to bring about success to England,
France and Poland.

DR. AMBEDKAR'S UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on behalf of the Independent L abour
Party, isued a statement, from which the following are the
mogt relevant paragraphs :(—

There is one defect in the situation which the Indepen-
dent Labour Party thinks is responsble for this attitude of
hesitancy on the part of Indiansto help Great Britain. As
the position stands to-day India istied to the chariot-wheels
of the British Cabinet. The British Statesmen are free to
pursue any kind of foreign policy and make any kind of inter-
national commitments. They are free to declare or not to
declare war as they please and they are free to make any kind
of peace they like. India has no voice in their foreign policy,
in declaring war, or in the making of peace. If a particular
foreign policy succeads very little of its advantage comes to
India. But if the policy leads to war, then Indians are called

4
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upon to help in men and money. India has rip 'locus standi’
in the making of events that bring on war. She has no 'locus
standi' in the making of terms which often instead of ending
war only adjourn war. Her duty isto be present only when
war is on,.. Such a position is, to say the least, anomalous and
unfair to a country like India.

The Independent Labour Party believes that as far as
One can visualize the near future, keeping one's feet on the
firm ground of practical politics, the best thing for India is to
remain within the British Commonwealth of nations and
strive to achieve the status of equal partnership therein.

While it is in the interest of the Indian people to co-
operate with Great Britain in this war with Germany, the
British aso must recognise that they owe certain duties to
India, the fulfilment of which cannot long be postponed.

The first and foremost duty of the British towards India
is to take steps to prepare Indians to defend their country.

The second duty of the British towards Indiais to re-
assure her of the status she is to occupy in the British Empire.
The reluctance of the British Parliament to embody in the pre-
amble to the Government of India Act that India is ultimately
to occupy the status of a Dominion has caused much heart-
burning. The faith of many ¢in the British has received a
rude shock by realization of the fact that Parliament should
have refused in 193 5. to give formal sanction to the decla-
ration in favour of Dominion Status, which was made infor-
mally but authoritatively by Lord Irwin in 1929. The British
must see that the doubts of India on this point are removed
asearly as possible. India cannot willingly and heartily fight
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for principles if she is not assured that the benefit of these
principles would be extended to her when the war is won.

The Independent Labour party supports the appeal made
by His Excellency the Viceroy to India to help Britain in this
war. The Independent Labour Party agrees that this is no
time for making conditions. At the same time the Independent
Labour Party believes that the British as well as the Indians
should know and understand what they are fighting for and
what they expect of each other,
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PART 111

IMPERIALISM, FASCISM AND EXPLOITATION
MUST END

CONGRESS ATTITUDE
INDIAN PEOPLE TO DECIDE

The Working Committee of the All India Congress Com-
mittee deliberated for nearly five days at Wardha and issued
the following unanimous statement on the attitude of the®
Indian National Congress:—

Sept. 14.

The Working Committee have given their earnest consi-
deration to the grave crisis that has developed owing to the
declaration of war in Europe. The principles, which should!
guide the nation in the event of war, have been repeatedly
laid down by the Congress, and only a month ago this Com-
mittee reiterated them and expressed their displeasure at the
flouting of Indian opinion by the British Governmentinindia
As a first step to dissociate themselves from the policy of the
British Government, the Committee called upon the Congress
members of the Central Legislative Assembly to refrain fromt
attending the next session. Since then, the British Govern-
ment have declared India as a belligerent country, promulgated
ordinances, passed the Government of India Act Amending
Bill and taken other far-reaching measures which affect the
Indian people vitally and circumscribe and limit the powers
and activities of the Provincial Governments. This has beea
done without the consent of the Indian people, whose declared
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wishes in such matters have been deliberately ignored by the
British Government. TheWorking Committeemust takethe
gravest view of these developments.

The Congress has repeatedly declared its entire dis
approval of the ideology and practice of Fascism and Nazism
and their glorification of war and violenceand the suppression
of the human spirit. It hascondemned aggresson in which they
have repeatedly indulged and their sweeping away of well-
established principles and recognised standards of civilised
behaviour. It has seen in Fascism and Nazism the intens-
fication of the principles of Imperialism, against which the
Indian people have sruggled for many years. The Working
Committee mugt, therefore, unhesitatingly condemn the latest
aggresson of the Nazi Government in Germany against
Poland and sympathise with those who resg it.

The Congress has further laid down that the issue of war
and peace for India must be decided by the Indian people and
no outsde authority can impose this decison upon them, nor
can the Indian people permit their resourcesto be exploited
for Imperialist ends.  Any imposed decison or attempt to
tise Indian resources for purposes not approved by them will
necessarily haveto be opposed by them. If co-operation is
desired in a worthy cause, this cannot be obtained by com-
pulsion and imposition, and the Committee cannot agree to
the carrying out by the Indian people of orders issued by
external authority. Co-operation must be between equals by
mutual consent, for a Cause which both consder to be worthy.
The people of India have in therecent past faced great risks
and willingly made great sacrificesto secure their own free*
dom and establish a free democratic Statein India, and their
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sympathy is entirely on the sde of democracy and freedom.
But India cannot associate hersdf in awar said to be for
democratic freedom when that very freedom is denied to
her and such limited freedom as she poseses taken away
from her.

The Committee are aware that the Governments of
Great Britain and France havedeclared that they are fighting
for democracy and freedom and to put an end to aggression ;
but the history of the recent past is full of examples showing
the congtant divergence between the spoken word, the ideals
proclaimed, and the real motives and objectives. Duringthe
war of 1914-18, the declared war aims were the preservation
of democracy, sdf-determination and freedom of small
nations, and yet the very Governments which solemnly
proclaimed these aims entered into secret treaties embodying
Imperialist desgnsfor the carving up of the Ottoman Empire.
While stating that they did not want any acquisition of terri-
tory, the victorious Powers added largely to their Colonial
domains. The present European war itself signifies the abject
failure of the Treaty of Versailles and of its makers, who
broke their pledged word and imposed an Imperialist peace on
the defeated nations. The one hopeful outcome of that Treaty,
the League of Nations, was muzzled and strangled at the out-
st and later killed by its parent States.

Subsequent history has demonstrated afresh how even a
seemingly fervent' declaration of faith may be followed by ah
ignoble desertion. In Manchuria, the British Government con-
nived at aggresson; in Abyssinia, they acquiesced in it; in
Czecho-Slovakia and Spain, democracy wasin peril, and it
was deliberately betrayed, and the whole system of collective
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security was sabotaged by the very Powers who had previous
ly declared their firm faith in it.

Again, it is asserted that democracy isin danger and
mug be defended, and with this statement the Committee are
in entire agreement. The Committee believe that the peoples
of the West are moved by this ideal and objective, and
for these they are prepared to make sacrifices, but again and
again, the ideals and sentiments of the people arid of those
who have sacrificed themseves in the druggle have been
ignored, and faith has not been kept with them.

If thewar isto defend the status quo, | mperialist poses
sons, Colonies, vested interestsand privileges, then India can
have nothing to do with it. If, however, the isue is demo-
cracy and a world order based on democracy, then India is
intensdy interested in it. The Committee are convinced that
the interests of Indian democracy do not conflict with the
interests of British democracy or of world democracy. But,
there isan inherent and ineradicable conflict between demo-
cracy for India or dsawhere and Imperialism and Fascism. If
Great Britain fights for the maintenance and extention of
democracy, then she must necessarily end I mperialismin her
own possessions, and establish full democracy in India and
the Indian people must have the right of self-determination

framing their own constitution through a Constituent
Assembly, without external interference and mus guide
their own policy. A free democratic India will gladly aso-
ciate hersdf with other free nations for mutual defence against
aggresson and for economic co-operation. She will work, for
the establishment of a real world order based on freedom and
demacracy, utilising the world's knowledge and resources for
the progress and advancement of humanity.
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The criss that has overtaken Europeisnot of Europe
only, but of humanity and will not pass like other crises
or wars, leaving the essential sructure of the present-day
world intact. It is likely to refashion the world for good
or ill, politically, socially and economically. This crisis
is the inevitable consequence of the social and political
«conflicts and contradictions which have grown alarmingly
since the last Great War, and it will not be finally resolved
till these conflicts and contradictions are removed and a new
equilibrium established. That equilibrium can only be based
on the ending of the domination and exploitation of one
country by another and on a reorganisation of economic rela-
tions on a juster bass for the common good of all. Indiais
the crux of the problem, for India has been the outstanding
example of modern Imperialism, and no re-fashioning of the
world . can succeed which ignores this vital problem. With
her vast resourcesshe must play an important part in any
scheme of world reorganisation. But she can only do so as a
free nation whose energies have been reeased to work for this
great end. Freedom today is indivisibleand every attempt to
retain Imperialist domination in any part of theworld will lead
inevitably to fresh disaster.

The Working Committee have noted that many Rulers of
Indian States have offered their services and resources and
expressed their desre to support the cause of democracy in
Europe. If they mug make their prpfessons in favour o
democracy abroad, the Committee would sugget that their
first concern should be the introduction of democracy within
their own States, in which, today, undiluted autocracy reigns
supreme. The British Government in India is more respon-
sible for this autocracy than even the Rulers themsdves, as
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has been made painfully evident during the past year. This
policy isthe very negation of democracy and of the new world
order for which Great Britain claims to be fighting in Europe.

As the Working Committee view past events in Europe,
Africaand Asia, and, more particularly, past and present
occurrences in India, they fail to find any attempt to advance
the cause of democracy or self-determination, or any evidence
that the present war declarations of the British Government
are being, or are going to be, acted upon. The true measure
of democracy is the ending of Imperialism and Fascism alike
.and the aggression that has accompanied them in the past and
the present. Only on that basis can a new order be built up.
In the struggle for that new world order the Committee are
eager and desirous to help in every way. But the Committee
cannot associate themselves or offer any co-operation in a war
which is conducted on Imperialist lines, and which is meant
to consolidate Imperialism in India and e sewhere.

In view, however, of the gravity of the occasion and the
fact that the pace of events during the last few days has often
been swifter than the working of men's minds, the Committee
-desire to take no final decision at this stage, so asto allow for
the full elucidation of the issues at stake, the real objectives
aimed at, and the position of Indiain the present and in the
future. But the decision cannot long be delayed as India is
being committed from day to day to a policy to which she is
not a party and of which she disapproves.

The Working Committee, therefore, invite the British
Government to declare in unequivocal terms what their war
aims are in regard to democracy and Imperialism and the new
order that is envisaged, in particul
going to apply to India and to
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present. Do they include the elimination of Imperialism
and the treatment of India as a free nation whose policy
will be guided in accordance with the wishes of her people ?
A clear declaration about the future, pledging the Gover nment
to theending of Imperialism and Fascism alike, will be wel-
corned by the people of all countries, but it isfar more impor-
tant to give immediate effect to it to the largest possble
extent, for only thiswill convince the people that the declara.
tion is meant to be honoured. Thereal test of any declaration
isits application in the present, for it isthe present that will
govern action today and give shape to thefuture.

War has broken out in Europe and the prospect is
terrible to contemplate, but war has been taking its heavy toll
of human life during recent yearsin Abyssinia, Spain and
China. Innumerable innocent men, women and children have
been bombed to death from the air in open cities. Cold-blooded
massacres, torture and the utmost humiliation have followed
each other in quick successon during thee years of horror.
That horror grows, and violence and the threat of violence
shadow the world, and unless checked and ended will
destroy the precious inheritance of past ages That horror
has to be checked in Europe and China, but it will not
end till its root causes of Fascism and Imperialism are
removed. To that end the Working Committee are prepared
to give their co-operation. But it will be infinite tragedy if
even thisterriblewar iscarried on in the spirit of Imperialism
and for the purpose of retaining this structure which is itself
the cause of war and human degradation.

The Working Committe wish to declarethat thelndian
people have no quarrel with the German people or the Japanese
people or any other people, but they have a deeprooted quarrel
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with systems which deny freedom and are based op violence
and aggression.  They do not lock forward to a victory of one
people over another cr to a dictated peace, but to a victory of
real democracy for all the people of all countries and a world
freed from the nightmare of violence and Imperialist
oppression.

The Committee earnestly appeal to the Indian people to
end all internal conflict and controversy and, in thishour of
peril, to keep in readiness and hol d together as a united nation,-
cam of purpose and determined to achieve the freedom of
Indiawithin the larger freedom of the world.

THE EARLI ER CONGRESS RESOLUTI ONS
Haripura Congress —February 1938

In view of the grave danger of wide-spread and devasta-
ting war which overshadows the world, the Congress desires to-
state afresh the policy of the Indian people in regard to foreign
relations and war.

The people of India desireto live in peace and friend-
ship with their neighbours and with all other countries, and"
for this purpose wish to remove all cause of conflict between
them. Striving for their own freedom and independence as a
nation, they desire to respect the freedom of others, and to
build up their strength on the basis of international co-opera
tion and goodwill. Such co-operation must be founded on a
world order and a free Indiawill gladly associate itself with
such an order, and stand for disarmament and collective
security. But world co-operation is impossible of achievfement-
so long as the roots of international conflict remained and oner
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nation dominates over another and imperialism holds sway.
In order, therefore, to establish world peace on an enduring
bass, imperialisn and the exploitation of one people by
another mugt end.

India can be no party to an imperialiss war and will
not permit her man-power and resources to be exploited in
the interest of British Imperialism. Nor can Indiajoin any
war without the express consent of her people. TheCongress,
therefore, entirely disapproves of war preparations being made
in India and large-scale manoeuvres and air-raid precautions
by which it has been sought to spread an atmosphere of
approaching war in India. In the event of an attempt being
made to involve India in awar, thiswill be ressted.

Tripuri Congress —March 1939.

The Congress is opposed to Imperialism and Fascism alike
and is convinced that world peace and progress requires the
ending of both of these In the opinion of the Congress, it
is urgently necessary for india to direct her own foreign policy
as an independent nation, thereby keeping aloof from both
Imperialism and Fascism, and pursuing her path of peace and
freedom.

A ', C. C. —Calcutta, May 1, 7939

In view of the imminent danger of international war, the
A. | C. C. reminds the country and all others concerned of the
national policy in regard to wat which the Congress has often
proclaimed. Thispalicy will be strictly adhered to and the
Congress is determined to oppose all attempts to impose a war
on Indiaand ue Indian resourcesin a war without the consent
of the Indian people.
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The Committee has noted with disapproval the degpatch*
of a small body of Indian troopstowards Aden as this can
only mean their employment for British imperialist purposes.

The Committee, in particular, records its complete dis
approval of the attempt being made by the British Govern-
ment to amend the* Goverment of India Act with a view to
concentrating all power, in the event of a war emergency, in
the hands of the Central Government which functions com-
pletely as an agent of British Imperialism. While the Con-
gress is not interested as a rule in amendments to the India
Act and has worked for the whole Act to beended, it cannot
tolerate an amendment which drikes at the very bads of
Provincial Autonomy and reduces it to a farce in case of war;:
which in effect creates a war dictatorship of the Central-
Government in India, and which makes Provincial Govern-
ments helpless agents of Imperialism. Any attempt to impose
auch an amendment on India mug and will be ressed in
every way open to the Congress Provincial Governments
are warned to be ready to carry out the policy in this respect
asmay be determined by the A.I. C. C. or the Working Com-
mittee, asthe case may be.

WITHDRAWAL OF CENTRAL M.L.A.'S OF THE
CONGRESS PARTY

The Congress Working Committee, Aug. 1939.

The Congress has clearly enunciated its policy in the?
event of war and declared its determination to oppose alt
attempts to impose a war on India. The Committee are-
bound by this palicy of the Congress and will give effect to it
so asto prevent the exploitation of I ndian resources for imperi-
alist ends. The past policy of the British Government aswell
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as the recent developments demongrate abundantly that this
Government does not stand for freedom and democracy and
may at any time betray these ideals. India cannot associate
hersdf with such a Government or be asked to give her resour-
ces for democratic freedom which is denied to her and which
is likely to be betrayed.

At itsmeeting held in Calcutta on May 1, 1939, the AH
India Congress Committee reiterated this policy of the Congress
.and expresed its disapproval of the despatch of Indian troops
to foreign countries. In spite of this clear expresson of
.opinion, the British Government has sent, or is sending,
Indian troops to Egypt and Singapore against the declared
will of the Indian people. Even apart from theWar situation,
the Central Legisative Assembly has previoudy declared that
no Indian troops should be sent abroad without the consent of
the Legidature. The British Government has thus flouted the
declarations of the Congress and the Assembly and has taken
steps which might inevitably lead to India's entanglement in a
war. It hasfurther prolonged the life of the Central Assembly
by another year. The Working Committee cannot accept these
decisons of the British Government and mus not only diso-
ciate themsdves from them but also take such sepsas may be
necessary to give effect to the Congress policy. As afirst sep
to this end the Committee call upon all Congress members of
the Central Legislative Assembly to refrain from attending the
next ssssion of the Assembly.

The .Committee further remind- Provincial Governments:
to assig in no way the war preparations of theBritish Govern-
ment and to keep in mind the policy laid down by the Congress
to which they mugt adhere. If the carrying out of this policy
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loadsto theresignations or removal of the Congress .Ministries,
they must be prepared for this contingency:

In the event of awar crisis leading to danger to any part
of Indiafrom theair or otherwise it may be necessary for pro-
tective measures to be taken. The Committee will be prepared
to encourage such measures if they are within the control of
popular Ministriesin the provinces. The Committee are how-
ever, not agreeable to such protective measures being used as a
cloak for war preparationsunder the control of the Imperial
Government.

THE GREATEST MORAL ASSET
Mahatma Gandhi isuued the following statement from
Segaon - —
September, 15

The Working Committee's satement on the world crisis
took four days before it received final diape. .Every member
expresed his opinion fredy on the draft that was, at the
Committee'sinvitation, prepared by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
| was sorry to find mysdf alone in thinking . that whatever
support wasto be given to the British.should, be given uncon-
ditionally. This could only be done, on a purely non-violent
bass But the Committee had a tremendous responsibility to
discharge. It could not take the purely non-violent attitude,
It felt that the nation had not imbibed the non-violent spirit
requisite for the posssson of the strength which disdains to
take advantage of the difficulty of the opponent. But in star
ng thereasons for its conclusion the-Committee desred to
ishow the greatest consideration for the English
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The author of the statement is an artist. Though hef
cannot pe surpassed inliis implacable opposition to Imperia-
lism in any shape or form, he is a friend of the English people.
Indeed he is more English than Indian in his thoughts and
make-up. He is often more at home with Englishmen than-
with his own countrymen. And he is a humanitarian in
the sm=e that he reacts to every wrong, no matter where per-
petrated. Though, therefore, heis an ardent nationalist his
nationalism is enriched by his fine internationalism. Hence
the satement is a manifeto addressed not only to his own
countrymen, hot only to the; British Government and the
British people but it is addressed also to the nations of the
world including those that are exploited like India. He has
compedled India, through the Working Committee, to think
not merey of her own freedom, but of the freedom of all the
exploited nations of the world.

The same time that the Committee passed the statement
it appointed a Board of his choice with himsdf as Chairman
to deal with the situation as it may devedop from time to
time.

| hope that the statement will receive the unanimous
support of allthe parties among Congressmen.  The strongest
among them will not find any lack of strength in it. And at this
supreme hour in the history of the nation the Congress should
believe that there will be no lack of grength in action, if
action becomes necessary. It will be a pity if Congressmen
engage in petty squabbles and party srife.  If anything big or
worthy is to come out of the Committee's action, the undivided
and unquestioned loyalty of every Congressman is absolutely
necessary. | hope too that all other political parties and all
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communities will join the Committee's demand for a clear
declaration of their policy from the British Government with
auch corresponding action as is possble amidst martial con-
ditions. Recognition of India, and for that matter of all
those who are under the British Crown, as free and indepen-
dent nations ssems to me to be the natural corollary of
British professons about democracy. |If the war means any-
thing less, the cooperation of dependent nations can never
be honestly voluntary, unless it were based on non-violence.

All that isreguired isa mental revolution on the part of
British gtatesmen. To put it still more plainly, all that is
required is honest action to implement the declaration of faith
in democracy made on the eve of the war, and still beng
repeated from British platforms. Will Britain have an unwill-
ing India dragged intothewar or awilling ally cooperating
with her in the prosecution of a defence of true democracy ?
The Congress support will mean the greatet moral asst in
favour of England and France. For the Congress has no
soldiers to offer. The Congress fights not with violent but with
non-violent means, however imperfect, however crude the
non-violence may be.

REASONS FOR GANDHIJI'S SYMPATHY
For England and France
(Fromthe'Harijan' of September 16)

By M. K. Gandhi

The statement made by me just after my interview with
H.B. the Viceroy has had a mixed reception. It has been

described as sentimental twaddle by one critic and as a Sates
5
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manlike pronouncement by ancther. There are variations
between the two extremes. | suppose all the critics are right
from their own standpoint and all arewrong from the absolute
standpoint which in thisingance is that of the author. He
wrote for nobody's satisfaction but his own.

| abide by every world | have said in it. It has no
political value, except what every humanitarian opinion may
posess.  Interrelation of ideas cannot be prevented.

| have a spirited protest from a correspondent. It calls
for areply. | do not reproduce the letter as parts of it | do
not understand mysdf. But there is no difficulty in catching
itsdrift. The main argument is this:

" | f you shed tearsover the possible destruction of the English Houses
of Parliament and Westminster Abbey, have you no tears tor the poesble
destruction of the monuments of Germany ? And why do you sympathise with
England and Franceand not with Germany ?

Is not Hitler an answer to the ravishing of Germany by the Allied
powers duringthe last War. If you werea German, had the resour cefulness of
Hitler, and werea .believer in thedoctrine of retaliation asthewhole world is
you would have donewhat Hitler isdoing,.Nazismmay be bad- We do not
know what it really is. Theliteraturewe get isonesided. But 1 sugges to you
that thereis no difference between Chamberlain and Hitler. In Hitler's place
Chamberlain would not have acted otherwise. You have done an injustice to
Hitler by comparing him with Chamberlain tothe former's disadvantage. Is
England'srecord in India any better than Hitler's in another part of the
world in similiar circumstances? Hitler but an infant pupil of the old
imperialist England and France.*'

No one perhaps, has described English misdeeds more
forcibly, subject to truth, than | have. No one has ressted
England more effectively, perhaps, than | have. And my
desire for and power of resistance remain unabated. But there
are ssasons for gpeech and action as thereare seasons far
dslence and inaction. In thedictionary of Satyagraha there is
no enemy. But as| have no dedre to prepare a new diction-
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ary for Satyagrahis, | use the old wordsgiving them a new
meaning. A Satyagrahi loves, his so-called enemy even as his
friend. Heowns no enemy. Asa Satyagrahi, i. e, votary
of ahimsa, | mug wish well to England. My wishes regarding
Germany were, and they still are, irrelevant for the moment
But | have said in a few words in my statement that | would
not care to erect the freedom of my country on the remains of
despoiled Germany. | should be as much moved by a con-
templation of the possble destruction of Germany's monuments.
Herr Hitler gandsin no need of my sympathy. In assesing
the present merits, the pas misdeads of England and the good
dexds of Germany are irrelevant. Rightly or wrongly, and
irrespective of what the other Powers have done before under
similar circumstances, | have come to the conduson that Herr
Hitler is respongble for the war. | do not judge his claim. It is
highly probable that his right to incorporate Danzigin Ger-
many is beyond quegtion, if the Danzig Germans desre to
give up their independent status. It may be that his claim to
appropriate the Polish corridor is a just claim. My complaint
is that he will not let the claim be examined by an
independent tribunal. It is no answer tothe regection of
the appeal for submisson to arbitration that it came from in-
terested quarters. Even a thief may concelvably make a cor-
rect appeaf to his fdlow thief. | think | am right in saying
that the whole world was anxious that Herr Hitler should
allow his demand to be examined by an impartial tribunal.

I f he succeads in his design, his success will be no proof
of the justness of his claim. It will be proof that the Law of
the Jungle is still a great force in human affairs. It will be
one more proof that though we humans have changed the form,
we have not changed the manners of the bead.
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| hopeit isnow clear to my critics that my sympathy for
England and France isnot a result of momentary emotion
or, in cruder language, of hysteria. It is derived from the
never-drying fountain of non-violence which my breas has
nursed for fifty years. | claim no infallibility for my judgment.
All I claim isthat my sympathy for England and France isrea-
soned. | invite those who accept the premises on which my
sympathy is based to join me. What shape it should take igf
another'matter.

Alone | can but pray. Andso | told His Excellency that
my sympathy had no concrete value in the face of. the con-
crete degtruction that isfacing those who are directly engaged
in thewar.

UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORT
BHOPAL, September 16.

Addressing a large gathering of State officials, jagirdars
and prominent non-officials, His Highness the Nawab of
Bhopal made an earnest appeal to all Mudims to stand solid
at this hour of grave anxiety and show their solidarity by
taking a unanimous decision. His Highness said :(—"No one
can dispute that it is theright of the 90 million Mudims in
India to demand that no congtitution should be forced on them
without their free consent and that in any constitution which
may in future be evolved, due provision shall be made for the
protection of their legitimate and jugt rights. Britain in the
prosecution of large policies may have at times in the past
failed to satisfy Muslim opinion in India. The Mudims in
India may have other grievances but England today isfighting
tor ideals and principles which are so near and dear to the
heart of every Muslim, We should, therefore, sink our paliti-
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cal differences, lay aside our domegtic quarrels forget and
forgive, and stand by the sde of Britain without bargaining or
laying down conditions as the price of our help and co-opera-
tion. | am confident that this magnanimous attitude of Mus-
limsis bound to win for them the friendship and support of
the British Nation and due recognition of their legitimate
claims by His Majesty's Government."

RUSSIAN INVASION OF POLAND

On September 17 a very dgnificant development took
place in the European war situation. Like the day on which
England and Francedeclared war , theday on which the Russian
army invaded Poland from the eag was a Sunday. For some
time prior to September 17 ominous Satements were being
published in Soviet papers.  The Pravada, the official Com-
munist organ published on Sept. 14, allegationsof oppresson of
Russian minorities in Poland, who numbered eeven million.
Thejournal added:—

"The Poles are only 60 percent of the population and the
remainder include 8,000,000 Ukrainians and 3,000,000 White
Russans without administrative autonomy, national schools
etc”

On the 15th one million conscripts were called up under
the new military service law passd on August 31. At
6 O'clock on Sunday morning (September 17) M. Molotov,
Russa's Foreign Minister, announced over the wirdess
that the Soviet Army had begun the invasion of Eastern
Poland. The Soviet Army marched into Poland over a 500
mile-front There was a Polish-Russian Pact of non-aggres
sion concluded in Mocow on July 25, 1932, which by the
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Protocol signed in Moscow on May 5,1934, was prolonged
until December 31,1945. M.Molotov in hisbroadcast and also
in the Soviet note to Poland explained that according to the
view-point of the Soviet Government former treatieswere no
longer valid aswithin afortnight of the Polish-German W ar
the Polish Government had broken up. The Soviet Note
added:—

"They (the Polish Government) no longer show any
sgns of life, and this means that the Polish State and its
Government actually no longer exist. In oconsequence the
agreements sgned between the Soviet Union and Poland have
become invalid. The Soviet Government intend to take all
measures to free the Polish peoplefrom theW ar in which they
had been dragged by their misguided leaders and to give them
the opportunity of beginning a peaceful life."

The Russan invasion was condemned as an act of wan-
ton aggresson by the Polish Embassy in London and also by
Mr. Arthur Greenwood, Deputy L eader of the L abour Opposi-
tion in the House of Commons.

The Russian invasion expedited the total disappearance
of Poland as an independent State (at least for the timebeing.)
By the end of September Poland was occupied either by
German or by Soviet Forces.

NO EXPLOITATION OF THE PEOPLE OF INDIA,
MUSLIM LEAGUE ATTITUDE
Conditional support to Britain

New Delhi, September 18.
The Working Committee of theAll-IndiaMuslim League
unanimously passd the following resolution:
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TheWorking Committeeof the All-IndiaMuslim League
appreciate the course adopted by His Excellency the Viceroy
ininviting Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the All-IndiaMus-
lim League, and apprising him regarding the international
situation resulting in watf, and of the present postion and his
own views, to be conveyed to the Muslim League. The
Working Committee have given their most earnest cons-
deration to His Excellency the Viceroy's views conveyed to
them by the President, and also to the pronouncement made
by the Viceroy since the declaration of war by Great Britain,
and also His Excdlency's address to the members of the
Central Legislature on September 11, 1939.

The Committee are of the opinion that the views ex-
pressed by the Council of the All-India Muslim League by its
resolution No.8 of August 27, 1939, are the true sentiments
and opinions of the Mussalmans of India.

The Working Committee appreciate the declaration of
His Excellency the Viceroy, which isin the interest of India
and particularly the Mussalmans, that the federal scheme
embodied in the Government of India Act, 1935, has been
ugpended. They wish that, instead of its being suspen&d, it
had been abandoned completely, and desreto convey to His
Majesty's Government that they should do so without further
delay. The Committee desire to make it clear that they do not
endorse the "federal objective’ of His Majesty's Government
referred to by His Excellency in his addressto the members of
the Central Legislature, and strongly urge upon the British
Government to review and revise the entire problem of
India's future constitution de novo in the light of the experience
Rained by the working of the present provincial constitutio
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of India and developments that have taken place snce 1935
or may take place hereafter.

The Committee in this connection wish to point out that
Muslim India occupies a special and peculiar position in the
polity of India, and for several decades it had hoped to occupy
an honourable place in the national life, Government and
administration of the country, and had worked for a free India
with freeand independent I slam, in which they could play an
equal part with the major community with a complete sanse
of security for their religious, political, cultural, social and
economic rights and interests. But the developments that
have taken place, especially since the inauguration of the
provincial constitution based on the so-called democratic
parliamentary sysem of Government and the recent expe
riences of over two years, have esablished beyond any
doubt that it has resulted wholely in a permanent com-
munal majority and the domination by the Hindus over
the Mudlim minorities, whose life and liberty, property
and honour are in danger, and even their religious rights
and culture are being assailed and annihilated every day
tinder the Congress Governments in various provinces. That
while Muslim India stands against exploitation of the people
of India and has repeatedly declared in favour of a'free
India', it is equally opposed to domination by the Hindu
majority over the Mussalmans and other minorities and vas-
salisation of Muslim India, and is irrevocably opposad to any
federal objective which musgt necessarily result in a majority
community rule under the guise of democracy and parliament
taty sysem of government. Such a constitution is totally
unsuited to the genius of the peoples of the country, which is
composed of various nationalities and does not congtitute a
national state.



/1

TheMuslim League condemnsunprovoked aggresson and
-the doctrine that might isright, and upholds the principles of
freedom of humanity and that the will of the dronged, irres
pective of right and justice, cannot be allowed to prevail. The
Committee express their degp sympathy for Poland, England
and France. The Committee, however, fed that real and
solid Muslim co-operation and support to Great Britain inthis
hour of her trial cannot be secured successfully if His
Majesty's Government and the Viceroy are unable to secure to
the Mussalmans justice and fairplay in the Congress governed
provinces, where today their liberty, person, property and
honour are in danger and even their elementary rightsare
mog calloudy trampled upon. The Committee strongly urge
upon His Majesty's Government and the Viceroy and Gover -
nor-General to direct the Governorsto exercise their special
powerswhere any provincial Ministry fails to secure justice
and fairplay to the Mussalmans, or where they resort to op-
presson or interference with their political, economic, social
-and cultural rights in accordance with the sacred promises,
assurances and declar ationsrepeatedly made by Great Britain,
in consquence of which these pecial powers were expresdy
embodied in the statute. The Committee regret to say that
so far these special powers have remained dormant and
obsolete, and the Governors have failed to protect the rights
of the Mussalmans.

While the Muslim League sands for the freedom of
India, the Committee further urge upon His Majesty's Govern-
ment and ask for an assurance that no declaration regarding
the question of constitutional advance for India should be
made without the consant and approval of the All-India
Muslim League nor any constitution be framed and finally
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adopted by. His Majesty's Government and the British Parlia-
ment without such consent and approval.

The Committee urge his Majesty's Government to satisfy
the Arab national demands.

If full, effective and honourable co-operation of the Mus-
salmans is desired by the British Government in the grave
crisis which is facing the world today, and if it is desred to
bring it to a successful termination, it must create a ssnse of
security and satisfaction amongst the Mussalmans and to take
in its confidence the Muslim League, which isthe only organi-
sation that can speak on behalf of Muslim India.

At this critical and difficult juncture the Committee
appeal to every Mussalman to stand solidly under the flag of
the All-India Muslim League with a solemn and sacred deter-
mination to make every sacrifice, for on it depend the future
destiny and the honour of 90,000.000 of Mussalmansin I ndia,

PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU

September, 21

The badc decison has been taken already, and the
application Of this to existing circumstances has yet to be
made. That application depends now on how far those basic
principles are accepted and applied in the present situation
by the British Government. Briefly put, India can no longer
consent to be treated as a part of an Empire. Whether in
peace or in war, she mug function as a free nation.

England is facing this crisis with courage and determi-
nation, but she has to carry the heavy burden of her past
policy, and, in the light of that policy, her present declare-
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tions in favour of democracy and freedom carry littleweight
Even now the chance is offered her to throw this burden and
rid hersdf of her Imperialist tradition, and thus, unhampered,
march with equal partners to the goal of freedom for all.
There is no other way. |s she wise enough or great enough
to follow this path willingly and with faith in it? So far she
has shown a singular lack of wisdom, and has taken various
geps in relation to India which have been completely at
variance with the declared will of the Indian people. Does
she think that a proud people, conscious of their strength, can
accept such treatment ? India can no longer be dragged or
pushed or compeled to follow the dictates of an external
authority. The time has come to put an end to the idea of
Empire and to sk the friendship and co-operation of free-
nations. India mus be accepted and treated as a free country
on terms of equality. Any other course will lead to conflict
and misfortune for all concerned.
Signed article in the " National Herald."

BENGAL PREMIER'S COMMENT ON MUSLIM
LEAGUE MANIFESTO

Calcutta, September, 21

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hug said in a dtatement-
tothe Press—

While the Congress by its dexds and professions hast
practically refused support to the British Government at
this time of grave crisis in the history of England, the Muslim
League has not confronted Great Britain with any such
demand which on the face of it mug be impossble for the
British Government to meet immediately, preoccupied as they
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arewith the conduct of thiswar. The Congress has condem-
ned British policy in pursuance of which India has bemn
declared a belligerent country and has called upon the British
Government to establish what it dexcribes as™ a free democr atic
Statein India." The Congress has also laid down that unless
Great Britain isready immediately to grant the Indian people
the right of sdf-determination by framing their own constitu-
tion through a condtituent assembly, the Congress will
withhold its support from Great Britain at thiscriss. And to
crown all, only recently the Congress gave an open exhibition
of its " loyalty and devotion" by calling upon its members of
the Central Assembly to boycott the Assambly as a protest
against the Government policy of sending troops outsde I ndia
without consulting the " military authorities’ of the Congress.

Asagainst this, the Muslim League statement merely
statesthat with a view to enabling the Muslim League to
marshal the Muslim fighting resources unreservedly for the
service of the British, it is of the utmost importance that the
Musdlims should be assured that in any changes of the constitu-
tion such as demanded by the Congress, the Muslim League
shall be consulted and that genuine safeguards should be
asared in place of the visionary and illusory safeguards for
minorities enbodied in the Government of India Act. The
Muslim League has definitely refrained from bargaining with
England at thistime of her crisisand hasonly urged that the
Muslim League should be taken into confidence if there isany
change in the congtitution of the Government of India.

A comparison between the two gatements will make it
abundantly clear that the Mudlims have been more reasonable
in their attitude and far more modes in the statement of their
case than the Congress.
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INDIA IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS

On September 26, Mahatma Gandhi had an interview
with the Viceroy for 3i hours. Thetalk was with reference
to the Congress demand for a declaration of England's war
aims and peace aims.

On the same day, in London, Marquis of Zetland, Secre-
tary of State for India, made the first satement regarding the*
position of India visavis the War in reply to a private
motion by Lord Snell. Lord Zetland said :—

| gladly respond to the invitation to make a statement
and do so with all the more readiness in that it provides mer
with an opportunity for giving expresson to the high appre
ciation of his Majesty's Government of the support which has
been accorded to them by all dassesin India. From the Prin--
ces have come the most generous offers of money and*
personal service. From individualsin all partsof the country
there have poured in mesages of sympathy and support-

His Majesty's Government have noted with special grati-
fication the statements made by the Prime Ministers of the
Punjab and Bengal pledging their aid unconditionally in the
Sruggle upon which we have entered, and they have also
observed with very real appreciation the support which the
Governors have receved from Ministriesin all the Indian Pro-
vinces in putting into operation such measures as had been
necessary to meet the abnormal circumstances resulting irony
the outbreak of war. Resort to force following upon a succes
sion of breaches of faith by the German Government, unpa-
ralleled surdy in the history of mankind, which cornpdted us
to take up arms, has been unequivocally condemned by alt
political parties in India, whose leaders have expresed their
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unqualified sympathy with the victims of aggression It is
indeed abundantly clear that the triumph of the principles for
which the Nazi Government stands would be regarded as a
ccalamity of the utmost magnitude by all sections of the Indian
people.

| am bound to add, howeyer, that in the course of a
statement recently issued, those who have been authorised to
speak for the Indian National Congress have indicated that
they would findit difficult to co-operate with Great Britain in
the prosecution of the war except upon conditions affecting
the political relations between the two countries. The condi-
tions have so far been expressed in abstract terms, and | am
not at present prepared to comment upon them. | can, however,
assure you that the Viceroy is in close personal contact with
leaders of Indian opinion, including representatives of the
Congress and the All-India Muslim League, who, likewise,
within the last few days, defined their general attitude to-
ward the war, and that he hopes to discuss with them the
various issues arising out of the situation. | should like to
add that a tribute is due to the Viceroy himself and his col-
leagues in the Government for the efficiency with which their
preparation for meeting the emergency have been made and
for the smoothness with which such preparations have been
carried into effect.

TIME ILL-CHOSEN

On thefollowing day (Sept. 27) Lord Snell called atten-
lion in the House of Lords to the statement of Marquis of
Zetland and said that his first word was that it was necessary
that they should not overestimate the seriousness of the
attitude which the Congress Party had, thought it right to
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assume. It was natural that they should wish to take advan-
tage of this crisisto further their own political claims. These
claims were not new. They were part of avery old programme
and were now being merely restated. Lord Snell added:

"We shall not forget them when the time comes; but first
things have to be put forward first, and so the first thing now
before us all, inevery part of the world where free men exist,
isto deal with lawless aggression, that free men everywhere
may feel that they can continue to livein afree world. India
will share in these great benefits, and | am sure that the Indian
people will know in these circumstances what to do. | cannot
help feeling that a very great opportunity is presented at the
present time to send articulate envoys to India to interpret the

present situation, and to explain to them and reassure them of
our interest and belief in their future.”

Replying, Lord Zetland agreed that it was natural, though
rather ill-timed, that the leaders of the Congress should take
this oportunity of reasserting their aims towards a fuller form
of self-government than they at present possessed and said :

| quite appreciate the fact that it is natural. | know
many of the leaders of the Congress movement. They are men
-who are animated by burning patriotism; and they do, | think,
sometimes, alittle lose sight, whilelifting the eyesto the stars,
of the practical difficulties which stand in the way on the
ground at their feet. But while | am ready to admit that it
may be natural that they should take this occasion to emphasise
their claims, | cannot help expressing a feeling that it is some-
what unfortunate that they should have chosen this time to
reassert their claims. | say.that for more reasons than one.
| think the British people are very susceptible to treatment
which they regard ashonourable and appropriate to aparticul ar
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occason. They would be very much more willing, when the*
time comes, to listen to the claims made to them, than if they
were animated by a spirit of resentment at the choosing of such
an occasion for taking action, which may be calculated to be
embarrassing to them in a life-and-death struggle.

| am sorry for afurther reason. | agreed with Lord Snelt
when he pointed out that it was a tremendous advantage to
India that there are now a number of ardent I ndian nationa-
lissswho have had experience in the actual work of administ-
ration. It would be a calamity if such men at this time were
withdrawn from Government in the provinces. They have
shown that they are capable of dealing with the problems
which face them in their country, and they have co-operated
in an admirable spirit with the Governors with whom they
have been associated. | have nothing but praise for the man-
ner in which, up to now they have co-operated in carrying,
through measures, which have been necessitated by the out-
break of war. So, | say, | think that the time has bes*
ill-chosen by the leaders of the Congress for reiteration of their
claims. | am not for the moment in a position to give any
further information with regard to the discusson taking place
between the Governor-General and the Indian leaders. The
Governor-General had alongtalk, yesterday, with Mr. Gan-
dhi, and he is proposing to see indeed he may actually be
engaging in discusson at this moment with the leader of the
All-India Muslim League. It ishisintention to discuss matters-
with other leadersin the course of the next few days, and
we can only hope that as a reswult of a frank and free
exchange of views between the Governor-General and the
leaders of political partiesin India, we may find that they
will co-operate with usin the task, the aim of which they
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entirely approve. There is not the smallest doubt that from
one end of India to the other there is a growing appreciation
of the necessity for up-rooting and destroying once and for alt
the form of government which has been responsible for bring-
ing upon mankind thisgreat calamity."

MAHATMA GANDHI ASKSENGLISH STATESMEN TO
OPEN A NEW CHAPTER

Wardha, September 28
Mahatma Gandhi issued the following statement —

An advance copy of Reuters summary of the debate in
the House of Lords on Indian affairs has been shown to me
Perhaps silence on my part at this juncturewould be adistinct
disservice both to India and England. | was unprepared for
the old familiar flavour in the debate in the shape of drawing
comparisons unflattering to the Congress. | maintain that the
Congress is an all-inclusive body. Without offence to anybody
it can be said of it that it is the one body that has represented
for over half a century, without arival, the vast masses of
India, irrespective of class or creed. It hasnot a single in-
terest opposed to that of the Muslims or that of the people of
the States. Recent years have shown unmistakably that the
Congress represents, beyond doubt, the interests of the people
of the States.

It isthat organisation which has.asked for a clear di | u -
tion of British intentions.  If the British are fighting for the
freedom of all, then their representatives have to state in the
clearest possible terms that the freedom of India is necessarily

6 "



80

included in the war aims. The content of such freedom can only
he decided by Indians and by them alone. Surely it iswrong for
Lord Zetland to complain, as he does, though in gentte terms,
that the Congress should at this juncture, when Britain is enga-
ged in a life-and-death struggle, ask for a clear declaration of
British intentions. | sugget that the Congress has done
nothing strage or less than honourable in asking for such a
declaration. Only afree India's hdp is of value. And the
Congress has every right to know that it can go to the people
and tell that at the end of the war India's gatus as an indepen-
dent country is as much assured as that of Great Britain.

Asa friend of the British, |, therefore, appeal to English
statesmen that they will forget the old language of Imperia-
lists and open a new chapter for those, who have been held
under imperial bondage.

H H AGA KHAN' S CALL TO MUSLI MS
Simla, September 28

An appeal to Musiimsin India and the British posssdons
to .co-operate whole-heartedly for Britain's success was made
by His Highness the Aga Khan who said:

"Such sincere and complete co-pperation will also be the
best serviceto Islam. | beg my brothersin Islam to realise
that alike our way to serve secular duty and our best Muslim
interest are by completely loyal co-operation with His
Majesty's Government. Both my only grown-up son and
myself'have placed all our personal services at the Viceroy's
disposal."
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INDIA. NOT OUT TO BARGAIN
Allahabad, September 29,

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Chairman of the War Sub-
Committee of the Congress Working Committee, issued the
following statement on Lord Zetland's goeeches in the House
of Lords:—

It was made perfectly clear by the Congress Working
Committee as well as by Congress leaders that we were not
out to bargain or to take advantage of England's difficulty. It
was essential in our opinion, both from the point of view of
India and the world, that these war aims should be clarified®
and the people made to believe in their reality and their bona
fides. It is astonishing that a request of this kind should be
called inopportune and ill-timed. Arewe to wait till the end
of this devastating war, in which we are asked to take part,
before we know what the war aims are ?  Must vast numbers
of human beings suffer unto death without even knowing
definitely what they die for ?

Whatever may be said about the statement of the Working
Committee no one can accusethem of vagueness. They have
framed clear questions which demand an answer. Why does not
Lord Zetland give- us an answer to those questions? No one
should tali in terms of petty bargaining when the issues at
stake are so mighty and overwhelming. No one aso can
consider these issues in terms of 20 years ago, because the
world has changed and'India has changfed, and for anyoiie to
forget this overwhelmihg fact isto exhibit his total want of
understanding of things as they are. That way lies peril not
only for India and for England but for the world at large.
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| want to repeat with all the emphass that i, possess that
we have not put forward any demand in the spirit of the
market-place. It is our duty as responsble Indiansto consder
the freedom and prosperity of India. That is the essential
function of the Congress and it can never forget that. We
must  be convinced of world freedom and we mugt s India in
the picture of world freedom. Then only will the war have?
meaning for us and move our mindsand hearts, for then we
shall be struggling and suffering for a cause that is worthwhile
not only for us but also for all the peoples of the world.
Because we fed that large numbers of British people have the
same world idealsas many of us posessin India, we have
offered them our co-operation in the realisation of these ideals.
But if these ideals are not theirs, what do we fight for ?

Only a free and consenting I ndia can throw her weight for
ideals that are openly proclaimed and acted upon.

DISSOLUTION OF POLAND
September 20>
An Official German News Agency Communique stated:—

"The German and Soviet Governments, having sgned a.
definite sattlement of questions arising from the dissolution of
Poland and created a sure base for durable peace in Eastern
Europe, declare it to be their unanimous opinion that it .will
be in the real interests of all nationsto end the war between
Germany! and Britain and France. Both the Governments
will direct common efforts, if necessary in accord with other
friendly Powers, to attain thisaim as early as possble |f.
however, the efforts of both the Governmentsremain futile, it.
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will be established thereby that Britain and France bear the
responsibility for the continuation of thewar, and in the event
of its continuation, the Governments of Germany and U. S.
S. R. will consult with each other on the necessary measures
The German and Soviet Governments, after the dissolution
of Poland, condder it their exclusive task to reestablish peace
and order.

The two Governments have agreed to five articles fixing
their frontier, the map showing which will be published later,
and refusing all interference by third Powers in the settlement,
the ratificatian of which will take place as soon as possble”

POLISH GOVERNMENT IN FRANCE

The position summarised.
September 30.

M. Moscicki, Presdent of Poland, hasresgned the Pre-
sidentship of the Polish Republic and handed over his powers
to M. Racziewicz, the former Governor of Pomorze. M.
Racziewicz will redde in France and has nominated a Cabi-
net, with General Sikorski as Prime Minister and Minister of
War, M. Zaleski asForeign Minister, and M. Adam Koc as
Minister of Finance. General Sikorski, who is a former
Prime Minister of Poland, has been appointed Commander
of the Polish Army in France. He played an important part
in organising the Polish Army during the last war, and was
responsble for the Polish victory over the Russans at the
river Wkra in 1920. The Polish Government in France is
described as a 'Government of national unity and national
defence!
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Need For Recognition

London, September 30.

Without exception the leaders of Indian thought and
affairs have accepted the causefor which this country is engag-
ed in war as their own. Mr. Gandhi's personal decison—
'what will India's deliverance be worth if England and France
fall'—has, perhaps, been the most moving of many sgns of
Indian generosity. That spirit calls for a clear recognition on
this dde that the leaders of India find themsdves in an honest
dilemma. There arefew patriotic Indians who do not heartily
didike the downess of "deliverance" even if they accept the
need for prudence. In making common cause with England in
a war againg naked Imperialism and for the preservation of
democracy, it is only natural that Indians should wish to e
more clearly the course of vanishing Imperialism and expanding
democracy whereon their country has embarked.

—The Manchester Guardian,
. Postpone Demand Till After War

Karachi, September 30

Mr. Jamshed N. R. Mehta, great Parsi. leader, whose
nationalism is sncere and whose admiration for Mahatma
Gandhi is profound, said:—

"My countrymen can get what they want for the country
by their own capacity lot non-violent struggle when the time
comes and | respectfully urge that the time for action for
getting what we want be posponed to immediately after the
war. | fed: that Britain will bé'" more reasonable than in
the past and that India's demand will have more graceand
thedignity of righteousness if made after the war."
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BRITISH DEMOCRACY

Secunderabad, September 30

Britain had applied their own parliamentary democratic
form of Government to India although it was utterly unsuitedf
to the genius of the Indian peoples who, unlike those of the
United Kingdom, were unhomogeneous in religious, social,
educational and other aspects of life. They had done this
because they were unable to devise any other more suitable
form of Government. |nactual practice democracy, as inter-
preted by the Congress, meant Government of the majority
by the majority for the majority. Thisview was expresad!

by Mr. Jinnah addressing sudentsat the Osmania Univer sity.

CONGRESS OBSESSION
Statement of Mr. M. A. Jinnah
Hyderabad (Dn.) October 1
"1 regret to say that Mr. Gandhi, whoisthe sole interpre-

ter and dictator of the Congress, has couched his statement in
a language which once more creates the impresson that the
Congress is suffering in the first instance from inability to face
realities and is obsessad with the belief that it alone repre-
sents India. Secondly, that while it is championing the, cause
of Democracy in India and desires to do away with the Demo-
cratic Imperialism of Great Britain, it hasin the last two atjd
a half years not only declared itsdf as a Fascist and authori-
tarian body but hasactually trandated thisprincipleinto pracr
tice. And, thirdly, that it is reviving throughout India the
Hindu renaissance and the domination and supremacy of
Hinduism over the entire sub-continent. Unless the High
Command of the Congress is thoroughly cured of these mala-
dies they will not be ableto advance the progress of India
Whichwe all have at heart."
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CONGRESS DEMOCRACY SUSPECTED

By SEVEN LEADERS
Bombay, October 2.

After fivedays confabulations Sir Cowasgji Jehangir, Sir
Chimanlal Setalwad, Mr. V. N. Chandavarkar, on behalf of
thelndian Liberals, Mr. V. D, Savarkar, President of the
Hindu Mahasabha, Mr. N.,C. Kelkar and Jamnadas M. Mehta
representing the Demaocratic; Swaraj Party and Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar, leader of the Scheduled cagtesand of the Indepen-
dent Labour Party, issued the following joint statement:—

The step taken by His Excellency the Governor-General
to take the people of Indiainto his confidence by means of
consultationswith Indian leaders and thus to secure the will-
ing co-operation of India in fighting the war is welcomed. It
is believed that these consultations are being held for the
purpose of arriving at some agreement as regards the future
political atus of India as an equal partner of the British
Commonwealth. While fedling the necessty of consultations
for such purpose, we urge that in the solution of that question
all partiesand interestsare vitally concerned and therefore
entitled to be consulted. Sofar it islearnt that the Governor-
General had consultationswith Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah as
representing the Congress and the Muslim League respectively
and that further consultations with those gentlemen are to
follow.

Mr . Gandhi in the statement issued by him asreported in
the papers of September 29, says: 'l maintain that the Con-
gressisan all-inclusive body. Without offence to anyhody it
can be said of it that it isthe only body that has represented
for over half a century without arival the vast masses of
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India, irrespective of classor creed. Whatever might have
been the position of the Congress as representing all India till
it came under the control of its present leaders, such claim can
not now be maintained. It isobvious from the fact that Mr.
Candhi and the Congress President have carried on negotia-
tionswith Mr. Jinnah for a Congress-League settlement that
Mr. Gandhi and his supporters do not themsdves believe the
claim put forward for the Congress that it is an all-inclusive
tody and that it represents the masses of India, irrespective of
classor creed. TheMuslim League, at any rate, repudiates
entirely the claim of the Congressto represent the Mudims.

L eaving asde the Mudlims, we venture to assert that the
Congress cannot claim to represent alj casses of people of all
shades of political opinion in the country. The members of
the Hindu Mahasabha, the Depressed Classes, the Democratic
Swaraj Party, the Liberals, the land-holding and thelabour-
ing classes are all outside the Congressand do not recognise
the Congress as their mouthpiece.

That all Hindus are not at the back of the Congress is
apparent from the fact that a large majority of the people
composing the Hindu Mahasabha are not in the Congress fold
and the Wor king Committee of the Hindu M ahasabha has only
recently re-affirmed, in a special resolution, that the Congress
cannot, and does not, represent the Hindus, and any under-
standing arrived at between the Congress and the Gover nment,
to which the Hindu Mahasabha isno party, cannot bind the
Hindus.

It is truethat the Congress obtained at the last dections
majorities in the seven provinces which enabled it to form
Congress Ministries in those provinces. This does not, how-
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ever, indicate that the Congress had behind it a majority of
voters. In the Presidency of Bombay for example, the num-
ber of votes cagt for non-Congress candidates in the general
congtituencies totalled 1,053,509 against 1,483,189 for Con-
gress candidates. If the votes cast in special congituencies
were added to the non-Congress votes the Congress had only
aminority of voters behind it.

Moreover, the votes that the Congress candidates suc-
ceeded in obtaining in the various congtituencies wer e obtained,
we venture to say, by false pretences. The general feding in
the country was againg the new Constitution as being
‘illiberal' and not going far enough. The dogan of the
Congress candidates was that they were going into legidatures
to wreck the Constitution. Thisnaturally brought the Con-
gress candidates consderable accesson of voting srength*
The non-Congress candidates had the honesty to express the
view that though the Constitution was unsatisfactory, it should
be worked so asto get the best out of it in the interests of the
country.

The Congress members of the legidatures as soon as they
took office bade good-bye to their pretensons of wrecking the
Constitution. Not only that, but they began using with a
vengeance all lawsthat they called repressive and which
they had pledged themsdves to repeal. It can therefore
be rightly asserted, that a very appreciable proportion of
the voters that sent the Congress to office, fed that they
were mised and are not now the supporters of the Con-
gress.  Further, those in charge of the Congress institution
have not retained the confidence of even those who are
within the Congress asit isapparent by the formation of what
is called the Forwar d Bloc and the Royist Group.
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The attitude of the Congress in the matter of the presnt-
war ison theface of it insincereand unreliable. Onlyafew
days before the last resolution of the Congress Working COM
mittee, its prominent leader sang a totally different tune.
Mr . Gandhi advised against any bargaining for Indian sup-
port. Mr. Vallabbhai Patel, when he spoke at Meerut,
favoured unconditional support and Pandft Jawaharlal Nehru
also spoke in the same strain.  The resolution of the Work-
ing Committee was apparently dictated by the Forward*
Bloc of Mr. Subhas Bose. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has come-
forward with a statement to gloss over the Working Com-
mittees statement and says that it is not a bargaining,
resolution.

The reiterated cry of the Congress leaders to sscure a
definite promise of a free Democracy for India as the price of
India's cooperation is again not sincere.  Theway in which
they are exercising the limited democratic powersthat have
been availableto them under the present Constitution bdiesthe
hope that the present Congress leaderswant to establish real
Democracy in India. The Congress Government resent any
opposition and wish, like autocrats, that no oppostion should
exist. By the experience that people have of Congress Govern-
ments in eight provincesfor over two years, it isfdt that the
idea of Democracy in the minds of the Congress Gover nments-
means suppresson of theliberty of the Press, curtailment of the
civil liberty of the peopleand ruthlesdy silencing all' opposition.
Minority opinion in thelegidaturesisignored arid thrust aside
with callous indifference. The Congress and the Congress
Governments bdievein annihilating all parties and making the-
Congress the only party in the land, asisthe cae in 'Fascist
and Nazi regimes—aresult which would be a deathblow tor
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Democracy. |f the Congressreally believed in Democracy it
would not dight other parties or insist upon their dissolution.
‘Congressmen cannot bear rivals and cannot bear sharing
credit.

It isstrange that M r. Gandhi doesnot realise that support-
ing the fight for Democracy abroad, and insisting in I ndia that
the Congress is the only all-inclusive body is contradiction in
terms. To indg that the Congress isthe one and only political
organisation to represent the whole country isto desroy the
foundations of I ndian Democr acy.

We only wish to raise our voice to warn His Excellency
the Governor-General not to be mided into accepting the
position enunciated by Mr. Gandhi or to regard the Congress
and the Muslim L eague asrepresenting the whole or evert the
bulk of India and thereby prevent the establishment of true
and healthy Democracy in this country. We, therefore, beg
to point out that any congtitutional or administrative arrange-
ment arrived at between the Government and the Congress
and Muslim League only cannot and will not bind the Indian
people.

INDIANS AS FREE AND EQUAL PARTNERS
October 3

IntheHouse of Commons Mr. Attlee, Leader of the
Labour Opposition said that this war began long before
there was any formal declaration of war, and deeds and
not merely words would be required before we could get
any substantial peace. He therefore welcomed the Prime
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Minister's satement that this country and France stood where
they did because they were standing for real peace and not
sham peace, for the safety of all peoplesand not meredy of our
people. Mr. Attlee declared.’ —

"It isvery vital in this sruggle, that we should make-
clear by deeds as well aswords that we are standing for de-
mocracy and liberty, and not just for Imperial interests. We"
have to consgder all those peoples who are standing together
with usin thiswar. We mug not think that because there is
war on, the development of sdf-government in the Colonial
Empire should gop. The amazing unity of the British Com-
monwealth of Nations hasbeen due to the fact that it isa free
association of free peoples. The Indian people are with usin
our fight for democracy, but they wish to come in not as
dependents but as free and equal partners. | do not think
that the Indian people have been handled tactfully in this mat-
ter, | welcome, of course, the newsthat the Viceroy has seen
Mr. Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. | think it should"
have been done earlier. | think that the Congress Party ,
which controls government in a large majority of Indian
provinces, should have been brought into the closest consulta-
tion with Government right from the start. Government-
should have shown a moreimaginative insight in dealing with
these peoples. There is an immense fund of goodwill among'
them. The declaration by the Congress shows the fedling of
the Indian people to be that they want to do their share. The
declaration made by Lord Halifax on India's place in the
British Commonwealth of Nations still gands. | hope that we
shall get sdatements also in this House to show the Indian
people that in this matter, they are coming in on a level with-
usand not in any kind of dependency whatever."
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BRITISH PRESS ON INDIA'S CLAIM
London, October 3

In the gruggle which lies before us, the whole-hearted
support of the people of India may well be of vital asigance
both materially, through men, money and materials, and
morally, by provingto the world that England is not fighting
oppresson with bondage in her own house. The spontaneous
expressons of sympathy for the British causethat have' come
from Indian leaders of every persuason must not misead us
into taking India's support for granted before India's support
has been sought and won...... But, if themessages of sympathy
that have so far been available only in summaries are read in
the full text, it will be found in every case that Indians have
not come further than to offer Britain an opportunity of gain-
ing their support...... If Britain isfighting to save Democracy
and edtablish a hew world order, India would gladly join in
the gruggle, but, if the war should turn out to be aimed at the
defence of Imperialist posessons India could take no part in
it. Thus, the Congress invites the British Government to
declare their war aims regarding Democracy and Imperialism,
and gtate how these aims will be applied to India now.

Thefew curt remarks by Lord Zetland in the House
of Lords have been the only public resgponse so far to an
offer that is nothing les' than a historic opportunity. It is
impossble to believe that Government, for all their urgent
preoccupations, can mean to leave un-answered the frank
appeal of a body that isableto make or mar India's contri-
button to the world.

—The Manchester Guardian
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We want to know whether Britain is fighting a genuing
battle for democracy or a mere war of rival Imperialismsonce
again. If Britain can convince the Congress leaders that our
allegiance to Democracy is genuine, then the free and enthu-
siastic support of 300,000,000 people will be given us through-
out the war. Let the British Government, therefore, agree to
grant straightaway the fullest possible measure of responsibility
at the Centre to Indias elected leaders. We have never
yet repaid in full the sacrifices made by Indians in the Allied
cause between 1914 and 1918.

—The Daily Herald

VICEROY INTERVIEWS LEADERS

October 3, the Viceroy had talks with Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Congress President and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
The talks commenced at 10-45 A.M. and lasted upto one P. M.
The talks related to the Congress Working Committee's state-
ment of September 14.

October 4, Sardar Vallabbhai Patel had an interview
with the Viceroy.

TEST OF SINCERITY
October 4

In a message tothe British people through the Manchester
Guardian, Mahatma Gandhi said:

"ltwill bea very serious tragedy in this tragic war
if Britain is found to fail in the very first test of sincerity
of her professions about democracy. Do the declarations,
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or do they not, include the full freedom of India according"
to the wishes of her people? This is a very smple and
edementary quedtion asked by the Congress. The Congress
hasthe right to ask that question. | hope that the answer
will be as it isexpected by the Congress and, let me say, all
those who wish well by Great Britain."

Oct. 5

The Viceroy gave two long interviews, to Mr. Jinnah
in the morning, and to Mahatma Gandhi after lunch.

I NDI A READY TO FORGET THE PAST
Q. 7
Pandit Jawaharlal's message to the " News Chronicle": —

If thiswar isfor democracy and sdlf-determination and
against Nazi aggression, it cannot befought for territorial anne-
xations, indemnities or reparations, for keeping colonial peoples
in subjection and for maintaining the Imperialist system,
India can take no part in deiending Imperialism, but she will
join in a gruggle for freedom. India'sresourcesare vast but
even of greater value isher goodwill and her moral support
for aworthy cause Thisisno small offer that India makes
for it means the ending of 100 years of hostility between India
and England. Only afree and equal India can co-operate of
her freewill in thistask. Till that vital change is made none
of us have the power to make the people of India enthusiastic
for a war which isnot theirs.

This historic opportunity must be seized by recognising
India asafreenation with theright to draw up her congtitu-
tion and her charter of independence. Anything short of
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that will mean losing this opportunity and keeping alive the
spirit of friction and hostility between India and England; The
first sep must therefore be a declaration of India'sfull freedom.
This has to befollowed by its application now, in sofar as
ispossible, in order to give the people effective control of the
governance of India and the prosecution of war on India's
behalf. Then only isit possble to create the psychological
conditions which can lead to popular support. India wantsto
forget the past of conflict and grants to sretch out her
hand in comradeship. She mug he convinced that that past
isover and we are all striving for a new order not only in
Europe but alsoin Asia and the world.

SAFEGUARD ALL | NTERESTS

Theerstwhilepro-CongressLeader of the scheduled castes,
Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah, M. L. A., President, All-India,
Depressad Classes Association, said :—

Lord Zetland was quite correct in regarding the Con-
gress as one exponent of Indian opinion and recognising the
exisence of other bodies whose voice though less loud is
equally relevant. Among these bodies the Depressed Classes
is not the least important. It is, therefore, necessary, that, any
further power devolved upon the people should not be placed
in the hands of one body like the Congress or the Muslim
League, but should be so devolved that the interests of all
cdases, however small numerically or however lackingin
loudness, should be studied and safeguarded and their aspira-
tions nourished and not smothered.

7
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October 9

The Viceroy granted interviewsto several leaders includ-
ing Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, each interview lasting 45 minutes.

October 10
Sjt. Subash Chandra Bose had an interview with the
Viceroy. Several other |leaders had similar interviews.

INDIA'S INDEPENDENT STATUS

A. I.C.C. SUPPORTS WORKING COMMITTEE
Oct. 10

The following resolution was passed by the All India
Congress Committee at Wardha :—

The declaration of war in Europe has created an inter-
national situation of the gravest import to the world and to
India, and the All-India Congress Committee, charged with
the heavy responsibility of guiding the people of India in this
moment of world crisis, has sought guidancefrom the principles
and declarations of the. Congress in considering this grave
situation. The Congress has been guided throughout by its
objective of achieving the independence of the Indian people
and the establishment of a free democratic State in India
wherein therightsand interests of all minorities are preserved
and safeguarded. The means it has adopted in its struggles
and activities have been peaceful and legitimate, and it has
looked upon war and violencewith horror and as opposed to
progress and civilisation. In particular, the Congress has
declared itself opposed to all imperialist wars and to the
domination of one country over another.

In spite of the repeated declarations of the Congress in
egard to war, the British Government have declared Indiala
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belligerent country without the consent of the Indian people,
and various, far-reaching measures have been hurried through
the legislatures and promulgated in the form of ordinances
vitally affecting them and circumscribing and limiting the
powers of the Provincial Governments.

The All-India Congress Committee, however, does not
wish to take any final decision precipitately and without
giving every opportunity for the war and peace aims of the
British Government to be clarified, with particular reference
to India. The Committee approves of and endorses the state-
ment issued by the Working Committee on September 14,
1939, on the war crisis, and repeats the invitation contained
therein to the British Government to state their war aims
and peace aims.

White the Committee condemns Fascism and Nazi aggres-
sion, it is convinced that peace and freedom can only be estab-
lished and preserved by an extension of democracy to all
colonial countries and by the application of the principle of
self-determination to them so as to eliminate imperialist control.
In particular, India must be declared an independent nation,
and present application should be given to this status to the
largest possible extent. The All-India Congress Committee
earnestly trusts that this declaration will be made by the
British Government in any statement that it may make in
Regard to its war and peace aims.

The Committee desire to declare afresh that Indian free-
dom must be based on democracy and unity and thefull re-
cognition and protection of the rights of all minorities, to
which the Congress has always pledged itself.
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The Committee approves of the formation by the Work*
ing Committee of the War Emergency Sub-Committee, and
authorises the Working Committee to take such geps as may
be necessary to give effect to this resolution and to their state-
ment on the war criss.

REPRESENTATION OF PARSIS
The Trustees of the Parsi Punchayet sent the following:
telegram to His Excellency the Viceroy :—

"The Trustees of the Parsi Panchayet desre to draw
His Excdlency's attention to the fact that the oft-repeated
satement of the Congress, lately reiterated by Mr. Gandhi,
that the Congressrepresents all dasses and communities, in-
cluding the minorities, is not correct. We are firmly con-
vinced that the Congress does not represent the Parsi com-
munity, and that it has no right or authority to spesk on
behalf of the Parsi community. We fed sure the community
will be heard at theright time with regard to ther rights and
interests.”

CONGRESS NOT ALL-INCLUSIVE

Madras, October 11

A gatement repudiating the claim of the Congres to
gpeak and act on behalf of all the dasses and communities has
been issued to the Press, dgned by Mr. E. V. Ramaswami
Naicker, the Kumararajah of Chettinad, Sir A. P. Patro, Sir
A.T. Pannirselvam, Mr. A, Doraswami Mudaliar, Sir K, V.
Reddy, Mr. R. Srinivasan, Mr. M. C. Rajah and Mr, N,
Sivaraj. The datement says that so far as the Southern
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Presidency is concerned a large majority of people among the
various communities have always dissociated themselves from
the policy and programme of the Congress. Their experience
of the last two and a half years has also demonstrated that
the Indian National Congress is in no snse a democratic
body. Itsconception of stern discipline under dictatorial lea-
dership is really a Fascist conception. Everyone who does
not belong to the Congress organisation is decried as a re-
actionary and as a traitor to his country. The opposition in
the legislatures is treated with scant courtesy. All this expe-
rience had made it necessary that the non-Brahmin commu-
nities of South India should again press for adequate statutory
safeguards in the Constitution. "We must sound a note of
warning to His Magjesty's Government and the Viceroy that
any political settlement made with the Congress without the
consent of other important interests in the country will not
only be not binding on us, but will be stoutly resisted,” con-
cludes the statement.

Labour M. P. s on Indids Claims to Democracy

London, October 12

Thelndian question was mentioned incidentally by one
or two Labour members in the course of the debate in the
House of Commons following Mr. Chamberlain's pronounce-
ment.

Sir Stafford Cripps said: "Hitler's offer we cannot for one
moment accept, but it isfolly to turn it down without putting
forward our own objective. If we arefighting for democracy,
freedom and a new world, our care for India must be as great
as for Poland.”
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Mr. Campbell Stephen, supporting Sir Stafford Cripps,
observed : "If we are believers in democracy, we should
believe in democracy in India as much as in Germany."

Mr. Sorensen said : "We should try to reach the minds
of the German people and must put our own house in order.
If we could say to the Indian people at present that we were
prepared to implement democracy in India, that would do
more to establish democracy than all the arms."—Renter

New Delhi, Oct. 13
TheHon'ble Mr. C. Rajagopal achariar, Premier of Madras,
had an interview with the Viceroy this afternoon. The
Viceroy had interviews with some other |leaders.

Do Not Minimise Muslim Rights
London, October 14

"1f we demand that existing dissensions between Indian
communities and groups shall not be used as an excuse for
delaying action, Indian patriots must not use any such ten-
dency that they may have detected as an excuse for denying
that serious dissensionsexist. Thetime of war is particularly
unsuitable for minimising the right of organised Moslems to
adequate representation. In short, trust must be mutual.
Given courage to break with conventions, we may yet together
achieve Indian unity as well as the unity of Britain and India
within the Commonwealth." —Manchester Guardian

THE FICTION OF MAJORITY
By Mahatma Gandhi

Segaon,.Oct. 16
It is painful to, find the British Press and Britishers
advancing the minority claim to prevent the declaratip.
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suggested . by the Congress, if | may say so, in the common
interest If the force of the Congress suggestion has not been
overwhelmingly felt, the declaration will pot come. There
need be no dejection among Congressmen if it does not. We
shall get our independence when it is deserved. But it would
be well for the British Government andthe Allied cause, if the
minority argument were not flung in the face of a credulous
world. It would be honest to say that the British desire to
hold Indiayet awhile. There will be nothingwrong in such a
desire. India is a conquest. Conquests are not surrendered
except when the conquered successfully rebel, or under an
awakened conscience the conqueror repents of the conquest, or
when the conquered territory ceases to be a profitable concern*
| had hoped and still hope that the British, having become
war-weary and sickened over the mad slaughter involved in
in the present war, would want to close it at the earlist possi-
ble moment by being above board in every respect and there-
forein respect. of India. This they can never be, so long as
they hold Indiain bondage.

I know that many have been angry with me for claiming
an exclusive right for the Congress to speak for the people of
India as a whole. It isnot an arrogant pretention. It is
explicit in the first article of the Congress. It wants and
works for idependence for the whole of India. It speaks neither
for majority nor minority. It seeksto represent all Indians
without any distinction. Therefore those who oppose it
should not count, if the claim for independence is admitted.
Those who support the claim simply give added strength to
the Congress claim.

Britain has hitherto held India by producing before the
world Indians who want Britain to remain in Indiaasruler
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and arbiter between rival claimants. These will alwaysexist
The quegtion iswhether it isright for Britain to plead these
rivalries in defenceof holding I ndia under subjection, or whe-
ther she should now recognize the mistake and leave India to
decide upon the method of her own gover nment.

X X X X

If anybody has cause to keep the British rule for protec-
tion from the dronger dement, it is Congressmen and those
Hindus and others who are represented by the Congress. The
guestion, therefore, resolves itself into not who is numerically
superior but who is stronger. Surely there is only one answer
Those, who raise the cry of minority in danger, have nothing
to fear from the so-called majority which ismerely a paper
majority and which in any event is ineffective because it is
weak in the military snse Paradoxical asit may appear,
it isliterally true that the so-called minorities fear has some
bottom only so long asthe weak majcrity has the backing of
the British bayonets to enable it to play at democracy. But
the British power will, s0 long as it so choosss, successfully
play one againg the other calling the parties by whatever
names it pleases And this process need not be dishonest.
They may honestly believe that so long as there are rival
claims put up, they mugt remain in India in response to a
call from God to hold the balance evenly between them. Only,
that way lies not Democracy but Fascism, Nazism, Bolshevism
and Imperialism, all facets of thedoctrine of ‘Might is Right'.
I would fain hopethat thiswar will change values. It can do
%0, if india isrecognized as independent and if that India
represents unadulter ated non-violence on the political field.



108

PART 1V
BRITAIN'S RESPONSE

BRITAIN'S WAR AIMS REGARDING INDIA
Expounded by the Viceroy

Lord Linlithgow, Governor-General, issued the following
statement:—

New Del hi, October 17

Since the outbreak of the war, and more particularly
during the last four weeks, | have been in the closest touch
with the leaders of political opinion in British India and with
representatives of* the Princely Order ; and | have spared no
effort to acquaint myself by personal discussion with the trend
of feeling ; to ascertain the views of the different sections of
public opinion in this country on the great questions of the
day, and in particular on the question of the basis on which
and the extent to which, India could best co-operate in the
prosecution of the war; and to satisfy myself as to the extent
to which a basis of common agreement exists, and as to the
manner in which the position, so far as it may still remain
obscure, can best be clarified. Mattershave now reached a
point at which, in my judgment, it would be well that | should
make a statement designed, in the light of the discussions
which | have had during these past few weeks, to clear the
position on the main questions which emerge at the present
moment.

| would make a preliminary observation. | have had the

advantage of a full and frank discussion with no fewer
than 52 people—with Mr. Gandhi, with the President and
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members of the Congress Waking Committee, with Mr,
Jinnah and with representative members of the Muslim
League organization, with the Chancellor of the Chamber of
Princes, and with a great variety of persons prominent in the
political life of British India. Aswas only to be expected,
conversations with representatives of so many different points
of view revealed marked differences of outlook, markedly
different demands and markedly different solutions for the
problems that lie before us.

Again, and that too was what might have been expected
a a time such as the present, reservations or demands for
special protection on one side have tended to be balanced by
proposals for still more marked constitutional changes on
another. | would ask that these differences of view, deeply
and sincerely held, | have not the least doubt, by those who
have advanced them to me, should be borne in mind when we
consider our present problems, for they have a very direct and
obvious relevance to them.

| trust most earnestly that | shall be able to dispel certain
misapprehensions which are, | am clear, widely and genuinely
held, and that, even if to a degree more limited than has been
urged upon me from many quarters, | may be able to clarify
the position as regards our hopes and our objectives for India
and to make some little contribution to the removal of the
obstacles which existing doubts on that point have caused to
that full, generous and ready cooperation, which itis, | am
certain, her anxiety and that of her peoples to give today to a
good cause.

The essential matters on which; a clarification of the posi-
tion is beyond any question desired are —
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First, what are the objectives of His Majesty's GovenK
ment in the war ? To what extent are they of such a charac-
ter that India with her long history and great traditions can,-
with aclear conscience, associate herself with them ?

Second, what is the future that is contemplated in the'
constitutional sphere for the Indian Continent ? What are
the intentions of His Mgjesty's Government ? Is it possible
to define these intentions more procisely and in such a manner
as to leave the world in no doubt as to the ultimate status
envisaged for India as far as the British Commonwealth is
concerned ?

Third, in what way can the desire of India and of Indian
public opinion for a closer association, and an effective aso-
ciation, with the prosecution of the war best be satisfied ?

Let me dea with these questions in the order in which
| have stated them. Let me in thefirst place consider to
what extent, in existing conditions and at this stage in the
development of the campaign in which we are engaged, any
positive and satisfactory answer admits of being given to the
demand for a more precise definition of our objectives.
In endeavouring to answer that question | do not propose to-
touch on the question of our objectives for India. That is a
matter which | will deal with separately in answering the'
second question which | have mentioned above. His Majesty's-
Government have not themselves yet defined with any ultimate ~
precision their detailed objectives in the prosecution of the
war. It is obviousthat such a definition can comeonly at a
later stage in the campaign, and that when it does come, it
cannot be a statement of the aims of any single ally. There-
may be many changes in the world position and in the. situa--
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tion that confronts us before the war comes to an end, and
much must depend on the circumstances in which it does
come to an end and on the intervening course of the campaign.

The experience of all higory shows in thee circums
tances the unwisdom and the impracticability of precise
definition at so early a dage asthat which we have now
reached. But the fact that, for the reasons | have given,
precise definition is not practicable does not mean, as | se it,
that thereis any real doubt, or any uncertainty, in the minds
of the public, whether in India or in the United Kingdom or in
any Allied country, as to the motives which have actuated us
in entering into the war, and consequently the broad general
objectives which we have before us in the campaign which is
now being waged. We are fighting to redg aggression
whether directed against oursdves or others. Our general
aims have been stated by the Prime Minister within the last
few days as follows :—

"We are seeking no material advantage for ourselves.
We are not aiming only at victory, but looking beyond it
to thelaying of a foundation of a better international
sysem which will mean that war is not the inevitable lot
of every succeeding generation.

"We, like all the peoples of Europe, long for peace; but
it mug be areal and settled peace, not an uneasy truce
interrupted by constant alarms and threats."

This gtatement, | think, clearly establishes the nature of
the cause for which we are fighting, and justifies, if justifica-
tion is needed, the extenson by India of her moral support and
ther goodwill to the prosecution of that cause
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Let me turn now to the second quegtion put to me—the*
question of India's future and of the lines of her constitutional
development. That isa question, | am certain in the light of
my conversations, which is of the greatest and mogt acute in-
terest to all parties and all sections of opinion in thiscountry.
As matters stand today, the congtitutional postion of India
and the policy of His Majesty's Government are governed by
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935.

Part | I | of that Act, which providesfor the conferment of
provincial autonomy on the provinces of British India, has
been implemented. For nearly two and a half years now the
provinces have been, conducting their own affairs under the
scheme of the Act. That they have done o, on the whole,
with great suceess, even if now and then difficulties have arisen,-
no one can question. Whatever the political party in power
in those provinces, all can look with satisfaction on a distin-
guished record of public achievement during the last two and a
half years. The experience they have had has shown beyond
any quegtion that whatever minor problemsthe application of
the scheme or the Act may have presented, whatever difficul-
ties may have confronted us in the operation of the Act from
time to time in the provincial sphere, the sheme of the Act is
essentially sound, and that it transfers great power and gives
great opportunities to populalarly eected Governments de
pendent on the support of a majority in their legidatures.

The second stage contemplated by the Act was the recon-
stitution of the Central Government on such a bads as to
achieve the essential goal of Indian unity. The method
contemplated for that purpose was the achievement of a
federation of all India, in which the Representatives of all
political parties in British India would, togeher with the
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Rulers of the Indian States, form a unified Government of
India as awhole. | am only too conscious of the severity of
the criticisms that have been advanced from many different
points of view against the federal scheme and against the
arrangements embodied in Part |1 of the Act. | will say today
no more than that, having myself had so close a familiarity
not only with the framing of the provisions, but also with the
preliminary work which has been done with aview to putting
them into force, | have throughout believed that the federal
.scheme in its operation would have turned out as satisfactorily
as, broadly speaking, we can all of us regard the Scheme of
provincial autonomy as having turned out. | will not dilate
on that subject today, for our work in connection with . the
federal scheme has been suspended. But in reaffirming, as |
do, my belief in the essential soundness of the federal aspects
of the Act of 1935, | do so with the greater emphasis because
of the evidence which the federal provisions of the Act consti-
tute of the anxiety of His Mgjesty's Government to achieve,
with the minimum of delay, and on the basis which appears
to represent the greatest amount of agreement between the
various parties and interests affected, the unity of India, and
to advance beyond a further and a most important milestone
on the road to India's goal.

Such being the background against which we are working
what are the intentions and aims of His Majesty's Government
in relation to India? | cannot do better inreply to that
guestion than to refer to the statement made on behalf of His
Majesty's Government, and with their full authority, by the
late Secretary of State for India in the House of Commons on
February 6, 1935. That statement makes the position clear
beyond the shadow of adoubt; It refersto the pledge given
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in the preamble of the Act of 1919, and it makes it clear that
it was no part of the plan of His Mgjesty's Government to
repeal that pledge. It confirms equally the interpretation
placed in 1929 by Lord Irwin as Viceroy, again on the autho-
rity of the Government of the day, on that preamble, that,

"the natural issue of India's progress as there contempla-
ted is the attainment of Dominion Status."

1 need not dilate on the words of that statement. They are
clear and positive. They are enshrined in the parliamentary
record. They stand as a definite and categorical exposition
of the policy of His Majesty's Government and of their
intentions today in this end for the future constitutional
development and position of India. | would add only that the
Instrument of Instructions issued to me as Governor-General
by His Majesty the King-Emperor in May, 1937, lays upon
me as Governor-General a direction so to exercise the trust
which His Majesty hasreposed in me "that the partnership
between India and the United Kingdom within our Empire
may be furthered to the end that India may attain itsdue place
among our Dominions." That is the policy, and that is the

position. Those are the intentions of His Majesty's Govern-
ment.

Let me go on to say another word about the Act of 1935.
That Act was based on the greatest measure of common agree-
ment which it was possible to obtain at the time when it was
framed. It was based, as iswell known to ail of us, on the
common labours of British and Indian. statesmen, and of re-
presentatives. of British India aswell as of the Indian States
over along period of years, All parties were at one stage or
Other closely associated with those deliberations, And | can
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speak from personal experience when | bear tribute to the
extreme anxiety of all those of us on whom in the Joint Select
Committee fell the more particular responsbility for devisng
proposals for the consderation of Parliament, to ensure
that the fullest account had been taken of all interests; of the
views of all palitical partiesand; that nothing had been left
undone to ensure that the outcome of our labours reflected the
greatest measure of agreement practicable in the conditions
that confronted us

Be that as it may, His Majesty's Government recognise
that when the time comes to resume consideration of the plan
for the furture federal Government of India, and of the plan
degtined to give ffect to the assurances given in Parliament
by the late Secretary of State, to which | have just referred,
it will be necessary to recondder in the light of the then
circumstances to what extent the details of the plan embodied
in the Act of 1935 remain appropriate. And | am authorised
now by His Mgesty's Government to say that at the end of
the war they will be very willing to enter into consultatioa
with representatives of the several communities, parties and
interedts, in India, and with the Indian Princes, with a view
to securing their aid and co-operation in the framing of
such modifications as may seam desrable.

| have, | trust, in what | have just said, .made clear that
the intention and the anxiety of His Majesty's Government is
as dated in the Instrument of Ingtructions to the Governor-
General, to further the partnership between India and the
United Kingdom within the Empireto theend that | ndia may
attain her due place among the great Dominions. The scheme
of government embodied in the Act of 1935 was desgned as



111

an essential stage in that process; but | have made clear in
what | have just said that His Majesty's Government will, at
the end of the war, be prepared to regard the scheme of the
Act as open to modification in the light of Indian views. And
I would make it clear, too, that it will be their object, as at
all times in the past it has been, to spare no pains to further
agreement by any means in their power in the hope of contri-
buting to the ordered and harmonious progress of India
towards her goal. Let mein that connection add that in
the conversations | have had, representatives of the
minorities have urged most strongly on me the necessity
of aclear assurrance that full weight would be given to
their views and their interests in any modification that may
be contemplated. On that | need say no more than that, over
more than adecade at the three Round Table Conferences,
and at the Joint Select Committee, His Majesty's Government
consulted with, and had the assistance of the advice of, repre-
sentatives of all parties and all interests in this country. It
is unthinkable that we should now proceed to plan afresh or
to modify in any respect any important part of India's future
constitution without again taking counsel with those who have
in the recent past been so closely associated in a like task
with His Mgjesty's Government and with Parliament.

That some even more extensive scheme than | have
mentioned, some even more widely phrased indication of
the intentions of His Majesty's Government, is desired
in certain quarters in this country | am fully aware from
the conversations | have had during these last few weeks.
That that is a desire held with sincerity and that those
who hold it are convinced that it is in the manner in
question that the future progress and development of India and

8
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the expressed intentions of His Majesty's Government
can best be fulfilled, | fully and readily accept.

| would utter one word only of caution. And if | say that
the situation must be faced in terms of world politics and of
political realities in this country, | do so from no lack of
sympathy and no lack 'of appreciation of the motives that
weigh with the people of India and the ideals that appeal to
them. But | would urge that it is essential in matters of this
nature, affecting the future of tens of millions of people, affect-
ing the relations of the great communities, affecting the
Princes of India, affecting the immense commercial and indus-
trial enterprises, whether Indian or European in this country,
that the largest measure of agreement practicable should be
achieved. With the best will in the world, progress must be
conditioned by practical considerations. | am convinced my-
sdf, if | may say sowith the utmost emphasis, that having
regard to the extent of agreement which in fact exists in the
constitutional field, and on this most difficult and important
question of the natureof the arrangements to be inade for
expediting and facilitating the attainment by India of her full
status, there is nothing to be gained by phrases which widely
and generally expressed contemplate a state of things which is
unlikely to stand at the present point of political development
the test of practical application, or to result in that unified
effort by all parties and all communities in India, on
the basis of which alone India can hope to go forward
as one and to occupy that place to which her history
and her destinies entitle her. | would ask that these
words of caution be not taken as indicating any lack of
sympathy on the part of His Magjesty's Government for the
aspirations of India, or any indifference to the pace of her
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advance and | would repeat that His Mgjesty's Government
are but concerned to use their best endeavours, now as in the
past, to bring about that measure of agreement and under-
standing betweeen all partiesand all interestsin this country
which is so essential acondition of progresstowards India's
goal.

| turn now to the arrangements to be made to secure the
association of public opinion in India with the conduct of the
war. India'scontribution has already been great, great to a
degree which has impressed the imagination of theworid. At
the head of the list | would put the contribution which India
had made in spiritual, and not in material, terms—the support
of her peoples for a cause which they canregard as a good and
arighteous cause. Inthe material field equally her contribu-
tion is aready most significant and may be greater still.
And in the circumstances the desire, the anxiety of public
opinion in India to be associated with the conduct of the war
is naturally one with which | personally have throughout felt
the greatest sympathy. In thecircumstances | have described,
the desirability of stepsto ensure that leadersof public opinion
should be in the closest touch with developments is of the first
importance.

| have discussed with the utmost frankness with the
leaders of the various parties who have been good enough to
come to see me in connection with the constitutional position
by what machinery we could best give effect to this desire.
We have examined a variety of expedients, and there has
been no hesitation on the part of any of us in assessing the
advantages and the disadvantages presented by each of them.
| do not propose today to examine those various alternatives
in particular detail. | will only say that in the light of my



114

conversations and of the views (by no means always in
accord) of representatives of the great parties and of the
Princes, | am of the opinion that the right solution would be
the establishment of a consultative group, representative of
all major political partiesin British Indiaand of the Indian
Princes, over which the Governor-General would himslf pre-
side, which would be summoned at hisinvitation, and which
would have as its object the association of public opinion in
India with the conduct of the war and with questions relating
to war activities.

This group, for practical reasons, would inevitably be
limited in size; but His Majesty's Government contemplate
that it should be fully representative, and, in particular, that
its personnel should be drawn by the Governor-General from
panels prepared by the various major political parties, from
which a selection of individuals to attend meetings of the
group would be made by the Governor-General. | hope in the
very near future to enter into cosultation with political
leaders and with the Princes on this question. | have no
doubt whatever that an arrangement of this nature will most
materially contribute to associating the Indian States and Bri -
tish India with the steps which are being taken for the prose-
cution of the wai and with the arrangements that are being
made in that connection. And | am confident, too, that in an.
association of this nature of representatives of all parties, and
all interests there lies thegerm of that fuller and broader asso-
ciation of all points of view in this country which contain in
it the seeds of much advantage for the future of India as a
whole.

When | spoke to the Central Legislature a month ago, |
made an appea for unity. | would repeat that appeal
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to-day. It ismy earnest hope that the explanations | have
given will have contributed materially to the removal of mis-
understandings. Even if on certain points | have not, to
my knowledge, been able to give assurances so comprehensive
as those which would, | know, have been welcomed in certain
political quartersin India, | would urge insistently that this'is
not a moment at which to risk the splitting of the unity of
India on the rock of particular phrases. And | would press
that we should continue to aim at the unity of India even
if differences of greater or less significance continue to exist.
We live in difficult and anxious days. Great ideals are in
issue. .Dangers t-ed and imminent face our civilisation. Those
dangers are as imminent in the case of India as of any other
member of the British Commonwealth of Nations. Those
ideals are as precious to India as to any country in the Empire
or in, the world." At this grave moment in the destinies
of nations my. .prayer to all parties would be not to
dissociate themselves from the common effort, but to
lend their co-operation.. and their assistance in the prosecu-
tion of the war. There could be no more decisive proof
of,India's fidelity to her best traditions than the full use
of the opportunities afforded to her by the war for conceited
.endeavour. The ideals we have set before-us, the objects to
secure which we are engaged in the -present -struggle, are sutfh
as to command widespread sympathy and widespread support
inIndia. . They.firein.harmony with her past history and her
highest traditions. It is my hope that in the grave juncture,
which we face, India will go forward,as a united country'in
support of a common cause.
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THE BRITISH PRESS ON VICEROY'S
STATEMENT
Oct. 18

Lord Linlithgow has now met the demands of the Con-
gress Party, which were couched in somewhat'vague and
abstract terms, with the constructive proposals laid before
Parliament yesterday. In itsoriginal resolution the Congress
Working Committee seemed to assume that the purposes of the
British Government and their allies include some sort of forci-
ble extension of the frontiers of democracy. No responsible
British statesman has committed himself to that. The Allied
Governmentsare not at war to impose a system of Government
upon enemies or neutrals. They are fighting to save them-
selves and other nations of the Old World (and ultimately of
the New) from the constant fear and danger of aggression.

It remains to be seen how far the Viceroy's statement
will satisfy the Congress Party. The leaders of that Party,
including Mr. Gandhi, have advanced its claim to be an all-
inclusive body representing all communities and parties in
British India and the Indian States, The resolution of
the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League
makes it abundantly clear that this claim is indignantly
opposed by that powerful minority. Apart from the Muslims,
another important group of minorities has entered a caveat
against any official acceptance of Mr. Gandhi's thesis. Re-
presentatives of Indian Liberals, the Hindu Mahasabha, the
Democratic Swargjists and the Depressed Classes have all
telegraphed to the Governor-General protesting against it, and
their protest contains vigorous and skilful criticism of
Mr. Gandhi's claims. To fight for democracy abroad and
to insist that the Congress Party shall alone represent
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India is, they say, a contradiction in terms. In these
circumstances it is clear, that nothing whatever could!
have been gained by accepting the Congress Party's-
almost totalitarian claim or by yielding to its demand that
India should here and now be declared an independent
nation. Government have wisely taken the views of other
elements into account. They have made it plain that it is not
their intention to sacrifice the interests of the numerous mino-
rities and to endanger Indian unity by deferring solely to the
views of one party; and their attitude appears to be fully justi-
fied by the fact that most Congress leaders were origi-
nally in favour of giving unconditional support to Government
during the war and only modified their attitude under pressure
from Mr. Bose and the left wing. Broadly speaking, the great
majority of the Congress Party are with Britain in the fight
against aggression; here indeed, and here alone, there is an
united India. —The Times,

The White Paper goes a long way to repair the sins of
omission committed by the Government since the outbreak of
thewar. Itisclear, conciliatory and constructive. But it
must be said at once that its value in meeting the legitimate
aspirations of Indian opinion will entirely depend upon the
degree to which the assurances given will be carried out and
the manner in which the machinery proposed will be worked
Let us admit, that the decisions contained in the statement
were arrived at by a method that is a great advance on the
attitude of stern detachment so often assumed by the Govern-
ment of Indiain thepast. Lord Linlithgow has personally
consulted all leading spokesmen on the Indian political scene.
That it should have needed a war to bring the chief represen-
tative of Britainin Indiain close touch with many of these
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men may be deplored, but at any rate the ice isnow broken...
Let all parties remember the practical working during the
recent past of the Provincial Governments. While the
Government must beware of frustrating the work of the new
council if it should prove capable of exerting larger powers,
the Congress would be wise not to refuse the instalment now
offered, lest by insisting on larger demands, it lose what is
precious beyond constitutional forms—namely the national
unity of India.

—The Manchester Guardian

OPINION IN INDIA
ON VICEROYS STATEMENT

Mahatma Gandhi

Oct. 18

The Viceregal declaration is profoundly disappointing. It
would have been better if the British Government had declined
to make any declaration whatsoever. The long statement
made by the Viceroy simply shows that the old policy of
divide and rule isto continue. So far as| can s the Con-
gresswill be no party to it, nor can the India of the Congress
conception be a partner with Britain in her war with Herr
Hitler. The declaration shows clearly that there isto be no
democracy for India if Britain can prevent it. Another
Hound Table Conference is promised at the end of the war.
Like its predecessor, it is bound to fail. The Congress asked
for bread and it has got a stone. What the future has in store
for India | dare not foretell. | do not blame the Viceroy or the
leaders of Britain for the unfortunate result. The Congress
will  have to go into the wilderness again before it becomes
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strong and pure enough to reach its objective. | have no
doubt that Congressmen will await the Working Committee's
decision.

DR.RAJENDRA PRASAD:—

India would be fase to her interest and untrue to the
best interest of other suppressed nationalities if she would
help Imperialism to strengthen itself....... The announcement
has effectively destroyed the foundation for any moral or
spiritual support and the war is, as it now appears to every-
one to have always been, a war for strengthening Britain's
Imperial position in her possessons. The much advertised
high aims have crumbled into dust at the first touch of
reality.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Leader of |.L.P.:—The statement
of the Viceroy will disappoint many ; but what else could the
Viceroy have done in the circumstances of the case? |
am sure he could not have done anything better or anything
-different. The blame for this outcome of the negotiations
must be borne entirely by Mr. Gandhi and the Congress. So
long as Mr. Gandhi and the Congress retain the Orangemen's
mentality which ultimately proved to be the curse of Ireland
and seek to establish race ascendancy in the name of majority
rule, so long as Mr. Gandhi and the Congress do not give up
their primitive method of gaining unity by suppressionin fa-
Tour of the more civilised method of gaining it by accom-
modation, | am afraid there is no hope of political
advancement.
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Mr. N. Siva Raj, M. L. A. (Central):—The scheduled
classes throughout India would welcome the Viceroy's
statement and thank him for the assurances contained arid
the principle accepted therein that the minorities would be
taken into consultation in any future alterations in the Indian
constitution.

Mr. R. Srinivasan, M.L.C.:—The scheduled classes should
feel relieved of anxiety on the score of 'their interests not
being safeguarded by the British Government.

Sir Shapoorji Billimoria, a trustee of the Parsi Pun-
chayet:—

Having regard to the difficult times through which we are
all passing, the Parsi community in particular, warmly ap-
preciate the Viceroy's announcement which gives a clear
indication that minority interests would not suffer in any
change that would be made in the Constitution. The Parsi
community wholeheartedly support His Majesty's Government
in attaining the object for which His Majesty's forces are now
fighting.

SirH. P. Mody, M. L. A. (Central):—

The Viceroy's statement is just what was expected by
detached political observers. One very significant fact
emerges from it. India's advance towards Dominion Statt»
will be conditioned at every stage by the measure of agreement
which may subsist between important political elements inthe
country. In other words, there will have to be peace at home
before peace abroad can bring any striking change in India's
political status.
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
On the Viceroy's Satement

London, Oct. 18

In the House of Lords Marquis of Zetland made alengthy
speech on the events in India immediately preceding and’
following the invasion of Poland by Germany. At the outset
he mentioned the unanimous feeling in India against Nazi out-
rages but he also mentioned that the Indian National Congress-
early in August took exception to certain precautionary
measures taken by His Majesty's Government and the
Government of India in pursuance of their obligation to secure
the safety of India, and called upon Congress Members of the
Central Legislative Assembly to refrain from attending the
forthcoming session. He went on to observe.—

"The particular measure to which exception was taken
was the dispatch of external defence troops from India to'
Egypt and Aden and Singapore. This action was taken on
the urgent advice of the highest naval and military autho-
rities. The situation, at that time, was such that the possi-
bility of a threat to the safety of India, both from the West
and from the East, could not be excluded, and from the
military point of view it was essential that the western
and eastern approaches to India should be adequately
defended. It would elearly have been the height of folly
to have given the world by discussion in the Legislature"
advance notice of our military dispositions. Nevertheless,
both the Viceroy and | were anxious t6 take leaders
of political parties in Indiainto our confidence, and bur plans
were, therefore, communicated to the leaders of political par-
ties in the Assembly including, of course, the Congress Party.
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So much for precautionary measures whereto exception was
subsequently taken. | now come to the outbreak of war.

For a long time past the Viceroy, with my full knowledge
and approval has been in close touch with the most outstand-
ing figureon the Indian political stage—Mahatma Gandhi;
and here may | pause for a moment to pay a personal tribute
to Mr. Gandhi known to and beloved by peoplesof India, for
the readiness which he has shown not only to interpret to us
the viewpoint and aspirations of the Congress but to endea
vour to appreciate in histurn our viewpoint and difficulties
with which we have had to grapple, and furthermore for the
help which he has most willingly given usin our endeavours
to surmount them

Thisbeing so, it wasnatural that immediately on the
outbreak of war the Viceroy should haveinvited Mr. Gandhi to
take counsel with-him. Theinvitation was promptly accepted
and within 48 hours of the declaration of war they werein
close consultation. The outcome isknown, for Mr. Gandhi
has himself stated publicly that speaking in hispurely personal
capacity-y-for he was not authorised to speak for the Congress
—his view was that in the struggle upon which this country
had entered India should give us unconditional support.”

Marquis of Zetland then narrated the events between
September 14 on which the Congress Working Committee's
views were published and October |-7,0n which HisExcellency
the Viceroy issued his statement. All the consultations, to
which the Viceroy has referred at length, and the variety of
views expressed'in those consultations were summarised by
His Lordship who proceeded as follows;—

"There, then, you have the background of the Indian
pictoife; what of the main features of the picture itself ? They
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may be said to be two in number; first the desire on the part
of all communities to se the overthrow of the menace, which
overshadows Europe in particular and the world in general;
and secondly, the desire for self-expression, which takes the
form, in the domain of politics, of self-government on a de
mocratic basis. But here there are qualifications, for there is
on the part of minorities insistent demand for safeguards
against consequences which, rightly or wrongly,.it. is feared
might result from unfettered domination of the majority. And
herein is to be found the root cause of our difficulties—diffi-
culties which those, who are not burdened.with the responsibi-
lity which rests upon His Magjesty's Government and the
Government of India, may—and frequently do— discount, but
which His Mgjesty's Government themselves cannot ignore
For those who confine their gaze to one part only of the pic-
ture, the problem of self-government for India may appear to-
be a comparatively simple one: but for those who, like His
Majesty's Government, have to view the picture as a whole,
this is far from being the case. | shall have something to say
on that aspect of the case before | resume my sedt.

"Meanwhile, let me say that it isin our view eminently
desirable that consultations with the leaders of public opinion
in India which the Viceroy has initiated since the outbreak of
the war—I think he has seen more than 50 leaders—should
not only be maintained, but should be provided for by some
more definite machinery. The means proposed for achieve-
ment of that object are set out by the Viceroy in his
statement.

"Briefly stated what we have in mind is a broadly based
consultative body, whose personnel would be drawn by the
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'Viceroy from panels of individuals nominated by various
political parties and interests. From this main body the
Viceroy, whowould himself preside over its deliberations,
-would summon members to attend particular meetings at
which, according to the business to betaken into considerar,
tion, their presence was desirable. Such a body would serve
as aliaison between Government and the people, since it
would have imparted to it views and proposals of Government
and in itsturn would bein a position to give free and frank
expression to its opinions on all matters laid beforeit. These
might well include matters which in times of war it would be
inconvenient to discuss in @ more public manner. Such a
scheme would possess this further advantage; that those con-
cerned, representing different parties, communities and
interests, would be in close association not only with the
Viceroy, but also with one another, and it would be my hope
that the association and collaboration in so great an enterprise
as the conduct of war would tend gradually to lessen the
differences and emphasise the extent of the common interest of
all those taking part in it and of those whom they represent.

"l should like in conclusion to say a few words of a
more general character. Responsible self-government for
India is the goal set forth by Parliament in the preamble of
the Act of 1919; and it was with the full authority of the
Government of the day that my noble friend the Foreign
Secretary stated ten years later that the natural issue of India's
progress as there contemplated—that isto say in the pream-
ble of the Act of 1919—was the attainment of Dominion
Status.

From that objective we never have had and have not
now the dightest intention of departing,
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The purpose of the Act of 1935 was to provide the
machinery whereby the people of India might acquire that
measure of political unity, which surely isthe pre-requisite to
the attaiment by them of their eventual goal. Much has been
said in disparagement of the measure, yet it should not be for-
gotten that it was the outcome of immense labour on the part
of Indians and Britons alike and was based on the greatest
measure of common agreement which was then obtainable.
And | would add this, that even in the case of a written con-
stitution provisions of the Statute are no more than the bony
skeleton of a structure; flesh and blood, which give it life and
vigour, are added day by day by those engaged in working it.
Within the framework practices take root and conventions
grow up. The constitution becomes a living and growing
organism deriving form and substance from its environment.
The truth of that has been demonstrated by two years' work-
ing of the Act in sofar as it affects the provinces of British
India, as, | fed sure, the Ministers of today, some of whom
a little more thaa two years ago rejected it as of little worthy,
will be willing to admit. | believe that similar experience of
the working of the federal provisions of the Act would be
attended by similar results.

"But if at the end of the upheaval caused by the war,
when circumstances may well differ markedly from what they
are today, there is a desire on the part of those concerned for
modifications of particular features of the plan, then—His
Majesty's Government declare now that they will in such cir-
cumstances be very willing to enter into consultation with
representatives of the several communities, parties and in-
terests in India, and with Indian Princes, with a view to
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securing their aid and- co-operation in the framing, of such
modifications as may then seem desirable.

"l say 'then' because in my view it is not practicable,
nor do | believe that it would be in the true interests of the*
people of India themselves to endeavour, while we are all
labouring under the strain and stress of a life-and-death strug-
gle, to embark upon a task of immense complexity and one,
moreover, which would inevitably give rise to no little-
controversy inlIndiaitself. And that brings me back to what
| said earlier in the course of my remarks as to the root cause
of the difficulties in the domain of constitutional buildingin
India. What we haveto work for is elimination of those
communal antagonisms, whichstill militateagainst thepolitical
unity of India. You cannot abolish them by merely closing'
your eyes to their existence. Y ou must face them and search
for means to remove the underlying forces. | believe that
the menace which now confrontsall of us Englishmen, Hindus,
Muslims, Princes and peoples alike, may aid us to achieve what
hitherto has eluded our grasp. Can we not, standing shoulder
to shoulder for a common purpose, banded together in com'
radeship of arms, learn to view in truer perspective against
the background of the supreme and imminent peril—for what
would it profit India if the forces of aggression and of evil
emerged victoriousfrom thiswar 2—those internal and domestic
differences which have hitherto raised such formidable obstacles
along the road to that goal towards which the peoples of both,
countries have determined to travel.

"This, then, is my appeal to the peoples of India—
that in comradeship with us, while" presenting a united
front to the forces ranged against us, they strive after
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that agreement among themselves without which they will
surely fail to achieve that unity which is an essential of
nationhood, of which thosewith vision among her leaders have
long dreamed, and which must surely be the crowning achieve-
ment of long and intimate political relationship between the
peoples of Great Britain and India."

ANGLO-FRANCO-TURKISH PACT
Oct. 19

While the Viceroy was busy having talks with numerous
Indian leaders, a very important development was taking
place in Europe, culminating on Oct. 19 in a definite diplo-
matic victory for England and France. Since the month of
May negotiations were going on between England and France
on the one hand and Turkey on the other for a Treaty of
mutual assistance. About the end of September an agreement
on the terms of the Treaty was reached, but the signature
by the parties was postponed because about that time
M. Sarajoglu, Turkish Foreign Minister, was invitedto
Moscow  for negotiating a Turco-Russian Treaty.
Those negotiations went on for well-nigh three weeks. At the
end of that period M. Sarajoglu left Moscow with certain
proposals from the Soviet Government for Ankara. The
Government of Turkey on examination found some of those
proposals unacceptable and on 18th October suspended nego-
tiations with Russia. When those negotiations were definitely
suspended the Turkish Government decided not to defer
any longer the signature of their Treaty with England
and France. The Anglo-Franco-Turkish Treaty was signed
at Ankara in the afternoon of October 19. This Treaty

9
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is to remain in force for the minimum period of fifteen years
and has meant substantial fortification of the position
of Great Britain and France. This Treaty created a profound
impression all over the Muslim world including Indian Muslims.
The text of the Treaty consists of nine Articles.

The Text of the Pact

First, Britain and France will assist Turkey in the
event of the latter being a victim of aggression.

Secondly, it provides for mutual assistance in the event
of Turkey on the one hand and Britain and France on the
other being involved in war in the Mediterranean as a result
of an act of aggression.

Thirdly, Turkey will assist Britain and France in hostili-
tiesarising in virtue of the Anglo-French guarantees to Greece
and Rumania.

Fourthly, in the event of Britain and France being,
involved in hostilities in consequence of aggression by a
European Power without the provisions of Articles 2 and 3
being applicable, the contracting parties will consult together
while Turkey will observe at least benevolent neutrality
towards Britain and France.

Fifthly, it provides for similar consultation with a view
to common action in the event of aggression against another
European State which any of the contracting parties has
undertaken to assist or, in the event of indirect aggression,
which menaces the security of any of the contracting Powers.

Sixthly, it affirms that the treaty is not directed agaiast
any country.
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Seventhly, the provisions are equally binding as bilateral
obligationsbetween Turkey and each of the two other contract-
ing parties.

Eighthly, if the contracting Powersbe engaged in hostilities
in consequence of the operation of the treaty, they will not
conclude a separate peace.

Ninthly, the treaty isvalid for 15 yearsand is automa-
tically renewable for a further period of five years unless
denounced at the expiration of 15 years, and becomes effective
immediately.

The Protocol exempts Turkey from obligations under the
treaty which would compel her to enter an armed conflict with
the Soviets.

Last War And This War

During the last World War Turkey wasfighting against
Britain and, therefore, there was severe anti-British feeling
among Muslims of India. In this war Muslims can be
enthusiastically sympathetic to Britain.

SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU
on the Viceroys Satement.
October, 20
The position which emerges from the present declaration
is that at the end of the war His Majesty's Government would
bevery willing to enter "into consultations with representa-
tives of several communities, parties and interests in India and
with Indian Princeswith aview to securing their aid and
cooperation in framing modifications to plan the future
Government and in giving effect to the assurances given in
Parliament. If Dominion Status carries with it among other
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things responsibility for the defence of the country more or less
on the lines suggested by the recent report of Lord Chatfield,
then it cannot be long delayed. For the interim period, the
Viceroy has indicated the establishment of a Consultative
Group representative of all major political parties in British
India and of Indian Princes over which the Governor-General
will himself preside. Sofar as this Consultative Board is
concerned, | welcome it as| do not think that those ques
tions of defence and industrial organisation, particulary of
industries connected with war in which India is interested,
can be or should be excluded from its purview. As regards
the constitutional issue, detailed consideration of which has
been postponed until after the war, as a believer in Dominion
Status, the content of which has varied from decade to decade
enabling some of the Dominions to take most important
decisions with regard to their internal politics and even
foreign relations, | think the declaration makes it clear that
that is His Majesty's Government's objective—an objective
the realisation of which cannot be postponed for long.

The Viceroy has asked for the exercise of a little patience
and has prepared a platform which may in actual practice be
found to be useful in a wider sense than apparently indicated.
Of course, those, who will have nothing to do with any Con-
stitution excepting the one framed in accordance with their
own method, may emphasise on this occasion their disagree-
ment with this objective or demand of patience, but | fear our
constitutional future may once again repeat our history of the
last two decades. A settlement with Great Britain must be
preceded by, or at least be simultaneous with, a settlement of
our internal differences and the establishment of a general
atmosphere of confidence as to the future of the country
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as awhole. | am not saying there must be perfect unanimity
for there can be none in such a big matter, but at least a
working union on certain broad lines of national welfare is not
beyond the bounds of possiblity. This can only materia-
lise it togive a start to the country on its new career each
party and each community redises the value of mutual re-
adjustment and does not stand out merely because all its views
do not command assent. | do not suggest or say that any mino-
rity has got the right to hold up the progress of the country
asawhole. | know the validity of such a proposition is open
to some theoretical objections, but taking facts as they are, we
can serve no useful purpose by refusing to face their reality or
throwing the onus from our shoulders on to those of others.

MAJOR ATLEE AND MR GREENWOOD

in ajoint statement:—
London, Oct. 20

At the beginning of the great struggle for liberty and
democracy against dictatorship and domination, we realise the
depth of the feeling of the Indian people in support of the
principles of freedom and self-government. They naturally
wish to rally to the great cause for which they,too, stand.
They wish to bring all their power and resources to bear to
bring about a victory for the forcesof freedom in the world
and they are entitled through their accredited spokesmen to
participate in the decisons which such a struggle entails
To sed the common bond uniting our two peoples, the Indian
people are entitled now to an opportunity for full and respon-
sible co-operation with the Government of India, so that their
valued contribution to the common cause can be made gene
rously and with the knowledge that thedownfall of dictatorship
in Europe will herald the day of India's freedom.
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CONGRESS WORKING COMMITTEE
Refuses Support to Britain.
Oct. 22
The Working Committee of the Indian National Congress
passed the following resolution on the Viceregal Statement:—

The Working Committee isof opinion that theViceroy's
statement in answer to the Congress invitation for a clear
declaration of British war aims, particularly in their applica-
tion toIndia, is wholly unsatisfactory and calculated to rouse
resentment among all those who were anxious to gain and are
intent upon gaining India's independence. Thisinvitation
was made not only on behalf of the people of India, but of the
millions of people all over the world who were weary of war
and violence and Fascist and Imperialistic systems which
exploited nations and peoplesand were ultimately the cause of
war and who yearned for a new order of peace and freedom.
The Viceregal statement is an unequivocal reiteration of the
old imperialistic policy. The Committee regard the mention
of the differences amongst the severa parties as a screen to
hide the frue intentionsof Great Britain. What the Committee
had asked for was a declaration of the war aims as a test of
Britain's 'bona fides regarding India, irrespective of the atti-
tude of opposing parties and groups.

The Congress has always stood for amplest guarantee of
therights of minorities. The freedom the Congress claimed
waisnot for the Congress or any-particular group or community
but for the nation and all communities in India that go to
build-that nation. The'only way to establish this freedom
and to ascertain the will of the nation as a whole is through a
democratic process which gives full opportunity to all. The
Committee must, therefore, regard the Viceroy's-Statement as
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in every way unfortunate. In the circumstances it cannot
possibly give any support to Great Britain, for it would
amount to an endorsement of the imperialist policy which
the Congress has always sought to end. As afirst step in this
direction the Committee call upon the Congress Ministers to
tender their resignations.

The Committee earnestly appeal to the nation to end all
internal controversies in this hour of grave crisis and call
upon all Congress Committees and Congressmen generaly to
be prepared for all developments and eventualities and to show
restraint of wordand deed so that nothing may be said or done
which is not keeping with India's honour or the principles for
which the Congress stands.

The Committee warn Congressmen against any hasty
action in the shape of civil disobedience, political strikes and
the like.  The Committee will watch the situation and the
activities of the British Government in India and will not
hesitate to guide the country to take further steps whenever
the necessity for them arises. The Committee desire to im-
press upon all Congressmen that a programme of resistance
to be commensurate with the magnitude of the issue before
the country requires perfect discipline within the Congress
organisation.

The Working Committee realise that the non-violent
resistance offered by the Congress in the past has been some-
times mixed with violence. The Committee desire to impress
upon all Congressmen that any resistance that may, have to
be offered must be purged of all violence and to remind them
of the pledges taken to this effect as early as 1921 during the
Congress Session at Ahmedabad and repeated on many sub-
sequent  occasions.
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MUSLIM LEAGUE WORKING COMMITTEE
PARTIAL SATISFACTION
Further Clarification Sought
New Delhi, October 22

The Working Committee of the All-IndiaMuslim League
passed the following resolution :—

After careful examination of the statement of His Excel-
lency the Viceroy dated October 17, 1939, the Working Com-
mittee of the All-IndiaMuslim League appreciates that His
Majesty's Government have emphatically repudiated the un-
founded claim of the Congress that they alone represent all
India, and note with satisfaction that His Majesty's Govern-
ment recognise thefact that the All-India Muslim league
aone truly represents the Mussalmans of India and can
speak on their behalf; also that the rights and interests of the
minorities and other important interests concerned have been
duly recognised.

The Committee, however, feels constrained to state that
the pointsof vital importance raised by the Muslim League in
their Statement dated September 18, 1939, are not precisely
and categorically met. The Committee, therefore, venturesto
suggest that, in order to secure co-operation on an equa
footing, as desired by His Excellency, further clarification and
discussion of those matters, that are left in doubt and have not
been met satisfactorily, are necessary with a view to arriving
at complete understanding, which alone would enable the Mus-
lim League to co-operate in the matter which concerns not only
the Mussalmans of India but the country at large.

The Committee cannot wholly accept the narration of
facts culminating in the enactment of the Government of In-
dia Act of 1935 as given in the statement of His Excellency,



135

but does not think it necessary to enter into a controversy re-
garding those inaccuracies, historic and otherwise. The oppo-
sition of the Muslim League is not merely to the 'details' of
the plan embodied in the Act of 1935 but their demand is
that the entire problem of India's future constitution should
be wholly examined and revised de novo. The Committee-
reiterates emphatically that no future plan of India's consti-
tution will be acceptable to the Muslim League unless it meets
with their full approval.

The Committee also considered the proposal of His Ex-
cellency the Viceroy for the establishment of a 'consultative
group,’ but cannot at present express any opinion with regard*
to it until its status, constitution, powers, scope and function
are fully known, but welcomes further consultation regarding
this matter as proposed by His Excellency in his statement.

In view of the urgency of the matter, the Committee
hereby authorises the President to take such steps as he may
consider proper to get the doubts removed and secure complete
clarification of His Excellency's statement, and if the Presi-
dent is fully satisfied, the Committee empowers him to give
an assurance of support and co-operation on behalf of the
Mussalmans of Indiato the British Government for the purpose
of the prosecution of the war.

THE INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY

The Executive Council of the I. L. P. expressed the
opinion that the present was not the proper occasion for
withholding cooperation from Great Britain and that a
a more satisfactory response would have come from the
British Government if the Congress had endeavoured to bring
about unity among the different communities and sections in
the country.
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INDIAN LIBERALS DISSATISFIED
Oct. 22

The Council of thendian National Liberal Federation
after two days' deliberation issued the following: —

The Council of the National Liberal Federation of India
while confirming the resolutions passed by its Working Com-
mittee at its meeting held on September 10, whereby the
Committee recommended that India should unhesitatingly and
unconditionally support the democratic Powers in the prose-
cution of the war, and at the same time appealed to the British
Government to create such psychological conditions in the
country aswould lead to general political appeasement in In-
dia, regrets that the appeal so made by the Working Com-
mittee has not been responded to by Government.

The Council is of opinion that the Viceroy's statement
cannot but be deemed unsatisfactory inasmuch as:

It does not make clear that the Dominion Status to be
attained by Indiais to be of the same character as is enjoyed
by the self-governing Dominions, and as is contemplated by
the Statute of Westminster;

It contemplates the advent of Dominion Status at some
indefinite future period and fails to envisage the attainment of
such status by Indiawithin a definite period ;

It ignores the urgent need for taking immediate measures
for the Indianisation of the Defence Forcesin all their bran-
ches within afixed period, the development of an Indian Air
Force and its substitution for the Royal Air Force. It aso
ignores the demand for the organisation of the man-power for
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the defence of the country on a broader basis and the need for
widening the basis of recruitment so as to give a greater
opportunity to all classes for serving in the Defence Forces,

It leaves, at least during the period of the war and for
some indefinite period thereafter, the Central Government
entirely irresponsible as at present ;

And the mere Consultative Committee without any power
of any sort mentioned in His Excellency's statement is no
substitute for responsibility at the Centre and will not satisfy
anyone, the creation of such a body for war purposes being no
sufficient and effective association of India in the prosecution
of the war..

DOOR STILL OPEN
October, 23

The following was cabled by Gandhiji in reply to a
press correspondent representing various European papers.—

In answer to (your) inquiry (I may say) the Congress has
demanded no constitutional change during war. Its demand
is for declaration that Britain's war aims necessarily include
India's independence according to the charter framed by her
elected representatives after war. This declaration should
be acted up to during war to the utmost extent possible.
The minorities question is a bogey. Not that it does not exist,
but its proper solution can only come out of the proposed
Constituent Assemly. The burden of solving the tangle rests
not on Britain but on the Constituent Assembly. According
to Indian opinion Hindu-Muslim question is the direct product
of British rule. The least the Congress could do wasto with-
draw the Congress ministers from provincial administration.
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Further action will wholly depend upon Britain's handling of
the crisis. The Congress has left the door open to Britain to
mend the mistake.

CONGRESS DEMAND MISUNDERSTOOD

In response to a request from The News Chronicle
(London) Gandhiji sent to it the following Cable:—

| have no doubt whatsoever that the Viceregal statement
on behalf of British Government in reply to Congress invita-
tion could not have been made more irritating than it has
proved to be. What Congress had asked was not an answer to
India's demand for Independence, but it had reminded Britain
of neglect to declare whether her war against Herr Hitler to
preserve democracy included India. This had no con-
nection with India's readiness to digest Independence. But
the Congress demand was evidently misunderstood, and
the Viceroy began a sort of Round Table Conference in which
one member did not know what the other said to the Viceroy,
and as a result of these talks he was instructed to make a
statement wholly unrelated to the unprecedented upheaval
going on in front of us. If the British Government wanted
to measure the strength of the Congress and that of other
political organizations, it should have been obvious that the
Congress could not satisfy the Government standard. But
the Congress had st before itself a higher mission. The
Congress wanted to help Britain by giving her the moral sup-
port which wasits speciality.and the only thing it could give.
The Congress would not give this unless it was clear that
Britain's political morality waswholly sound. | wish British
Government would realize that India is not begging for
independence. The Congress asked Britain to say that Britain
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would not resist Independence. The Hindu-Muslim and other
difficulties are there beyond dispute. The question is whether
Britain will stand aside and let India settle her own difficulties
in her own way when the war isover. That iswhy the
Congress has suggested a Constituent Assembly where every
community will be fully represented to frame India's constitu-
tion. The mischief done is very real. The Working
Committee have passed a mild resolution. It still affords
scope for repairing the blunder. Will the British public realize
that it is a blunder, or will they persist in the hypnotic belief
that the India Office can never err and that India must always
remain their milch cow ? | can only say that the Congress
will not rest and will give no rest till the goal iswon. Its
very existence depends upon its relentless pursuit of the goal
which is no less than complete independence of India.

THE ARABIC WORLD SUPPORT ALLIES
London, Oct. 25

Mr. Fuad Hamza, leaving Istambul for Paris as the new
Saudi Arabian Minister in France, wasinterviewed by Reuter
and said:—

"The Arabic world is unanimously ready to give the
fullest support to the Allied Powers, who arefightingwith the
object of re-establishing order and justice in the world."

Apparently Mr. Hamza based his opinion on the facts,
that the Egyptian King wholeheartedly supported the Allies,
that the Iraqg Government, besides offering support to Britain
cut off diplomatic relations with Germany, that several small
Arab chieftains declared their friendship for Britain and
France, and even the Arabs of Palestine expressed readiness
tohelp Britain.
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GREAT PART THAT INDIA HAS TO PLAY
SIR SAMUEL HOARE
Oct. 26

There was a debate in the House of Commons on India,
initiated by Mr. Wedgwood Benn, ex-Secretary of State for
India. The reply on behalf of Government was given by Sir
Samuel Hoare, another ex-Secretary of State. Mr. Wedg-
wood Benn made certain comments on the Viceroy's state-
ment of Oct. 17 and pointed out that constitutional progress
in every part of the Empire was opposed by certain interests
but that when the changes actually came into force they were
acclaimed as successful. Sir Samuel Hoare opened with
personal references to Mr. Benn and referred to the successful
working of Provincial Autonomy.

Sir Samuel Hoare went on to say: —

On September 3rd of this year India and the British Com-
monwealth of nations were faced with war. The crisis found
India united. It found India united in its determination to
resist brute force and in the realisation that that danger was a
common danger threatening every part of the British Common-
wealth of Nations. It was in the face of this unity that the
Viceroy showed his wholehearted and sincere desire for Indian
goodwill and co-operateon. The Viceroy first had a series of
interviews with the leaders of Indian opinion and as a result
of thoseinterviews he made two definite proposals.

The first was rather in the nature of apledge. It wasa
clear and definite statement that at the end of the war, there
would be a reconsideration of the constitutional problem in
the light of the experience of recent years.
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Secondly, with aview to availing himself of Indian advice
and with the intention of bringing Indian leaders within his
confidence, he suggested that a consultative committee should
be formed to discuss with him many problemsarising out of
the war and to bring him into the closest and most constant
contact with the trends of Indian opinion.

The proposal regarding the Consultative Committee was
made with the full desire to obtain the greatest possible co-
operation with the principal bodies of Indian public opinion.
The Congress, admittedly the greatest party in India, rejected
it. Non-Congress India, representing, it must be remembered,
many millions of Indians, substantially accepted it.

It may be asked, would it not have been possible for the
Viceroy to have gone further and made some kind of proposal
that would have avoided this division of opinion between
Congress and non-Congress India? This is thefirst question,
to which | would invite the attention of the House. If the
members are to follow its implications, they must recall totheir
minds some of the most important discussions that took place
over the Government of India Act. They centred round the
pledge of Dominion Status and the aim of the Indian policy.

These pledges, as Mr. Wedgwood Benn has said, were
repeated time after time. They were reaffirmed in very precise
terms in the speech with which | introduced the second reading
of the Government of India Bill. 1 made it clear, and | make
it clear again today, that we stood by Lord Irwin's pledge and
that when we spoke of Dominion Status, we meant what we
said and did not mean some system of government that depriv-
ed India of full statusof equality with other members of the
British Commonwealth There are no two kinds of Dominion
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Status as some people seen) to think. The Dominion Status
that we contemplated was Dominion Status which has been de-
scribed by Mr. Wedgwood Benn—the Dominion Statusof 1926.
I went on to state that Dominion Status is not a prize that is
given to a deserving community but a recognition of facts
that actually exist. As soon as these facts exist in India and,
in my view, the sooner they exist the better, the aim of our
policy will be achieved. If there are difficulties in the way,
they are not of our making. They are inherent in the many
divisions between the classes and communities in the great
sub-continent.

It must be the aim of Indians themselves to remove these
divisions just as it should be our aim to help Indians in their
task. So far are we from wishing to divide and govern that
we regard these divisions as a calamity and are ready to do
our utmost to remove them. We have shown our good faith
in the matter. We showed it when we made the Communal
Award. At that time, supposing we had wished to divide and
conquer, we might very well have said 'settle your own com-
munal differences first; until you have settled them there can
be no constitutional advance.! We did not take that course,
but at a great risk to ourselves and in the face of much criti-
cism we made the Communal Award without which provincial
autonomy would have been impossible. But in spite of our
award, these divisions still exist and until they are removed,
we have responsibilities to the minorities that we cannot
repudiate. That was our position in 1935 and it is our
position today. We wish to see these divisions removed, but
we shall never get them removed, if we shut our eyesto their
existence and refuse to admit that they are there. It isthese
divisions that have made so difficult the task of setting up



143

responsible government at the Centre and of achieving the
great ideal of an all-India federation.

The Princes are afraid of domination by British India,
the Muslims are firmly opposed to a Hindu majority at the
Centre. The depressed classes and other minorities genuinely
believe that responsible government, meaning a government
dependent on the Hindu majority, will sacrifice their interests.
These anxieties still exist. | wish they did not. But as long
as they exist, it is impossible for this Government to accept
the demand for immediate and full responsibility at the Centre
on a particular date.

If we did so, we should be fase to the pledges that time
after time we have given in the most solemn words to the
Muslims, other minoritiesand the European community. It
may be said 'supposing that full and immediate responsibility
at the Centre is impossible, are there not other steps that could
be taken to show our good faith and to make clear to India
that that goal is just as much in our minds today as it was
when we made those pledges four yearsago7 Mr. Wedg-
wood Benn himself made a number of these suggestions this
afternoon and | will try to deal with them. Firstly, let me
disabuse him of the idea which | think he held that we are
contemplating in the near futute an Imperial War Cabinet in
London and that in it India ought to be represented by more
than a single representative.

At present there is no intention to s up an Imperial
W ar Cabinet of that kind. If and when the time comes, |
will certainly remember the observations he has made on the
subject and | imagine they will be given extremely careful
-attention.

10



144

Next he spoke on the project that has been discussed
more than once before. He asked: Would it not. be
possible to introduce into the Viceroy's Council political
leaders who would hold portfolios in certain of the. great
departments ?  As | have said, thisis not a new proposal.
| remember it being made during the joint discussions
of the Joint Parliamentary Committee. | think the Leader
of the Opposition himself made it at one time. We went
fully into it then and at that time we found ourselves con-
fronted by certain difficulties in the way of its adoption. |
do not enumerate those difficulties to-night. | wish to close no
door. | wish to explore every possibility within the ambit of
the Government of India Act.

| agree with very much of what Mr. Wedgwood Benn
said as to the impossibility of having constitutional reform by
stages in war time or contemplating another Government of
of India Act when we are in the throes of this terrible
struggle. | do not elaborate the difficulties that are inherent
in a suggestion of thiskind. He knows them as well as | do,
but so far as the British Government are concerned, we see
no reason why, provided that difficulties are remembered, this
proposal should not be very carefully considered.

The Congress, in my view, with undue haste has assumed
thattheViceroy'sConsultative Committee meansnothing, thatitismerely a
constitutional advance. The Princes, the Muslims and other
parties do not take thisview. They beieve that a body of
thiskind can be of real value to India and that if it is st up,
it will prove to be a further gep towards, and not away from,
responsible government. | fed that the Congress have been
too hasty in their repudiation of this proposal. Let them
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and other political leaders clear up any doubts that they have
as to the scope of its working and personnel that would be
members of it.

If they do, | believe they will find that it is the definite
intention of the Viceroy to take Indian political leaders into
his confidence on many problems that arise out of the conduct
of the war and that it is his convinced belief that if Indian
leaders of different parties and communities in British India
and Indian India meet to discuss these manifold questions,
their advice will carry the greatest possible weight with the
Indian executive; and, perhaps even more important,that
their meetings by bringing together divergent interests will
materially help to provide that basis of agreement among
Indians themselves which is essential to swift constitutional
advance.

| believe that the great possibilities of consultation of this
kind have not been sufficiently appreciated. If they arefully
used—and | give an undertaking that the Viceroy is anxious
to make the fullest use of them—they may well prove to be
the bridge that is needed to carry Indians over the great divide
of communal bitterness that at present stands chiefly in the
way of constitutional advance. If it be the case that these
wartime meetings will make easier constitutional discussions
that will take place after thewar, what a calamity it would be,
if for some reason or other, they were not started.

Mr. Wedgwood Benn spoke of the discussions that took
place in the last war on the subject of the constitution. He
mentioned the Montagu-Chelmsford discussons and  asked
whether it would be possible for discussions of that kind to
take place in the course of thiswar. | do not wish to give a
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final answer but | would point out that in certain respects the
the situation today differs a good deal from the situation at
the time of the Montagu-Chelmsford discussions. The issues
had not then become so bitter as they have today. | am
thinking more particulary of the communal issue. Further—
at any rate at the beginning of a war—it ssems to me
impossible for discussions of that kind to take place. The
Montagu-Chelmsford discussions only took place, | think, three
years after the beginning of the last war. As | have said,

however, | would rather not giveafinal answer tonight on a
point of that kind.

Nor, indeed, would | give a final anwer on another issue
Mr. Wedgwood Benn has raised, namely, that there should be
ageneral election in India. At any rate at the beginning of
awar agenera election would ssem to me to be almost im-
possible. In India officials are working night and day on war
work, Moreover, there would be the fact that communal
feelings would, | am sure, be very much aroused in an election
and while again 1 do not want to .dogmatise and use terms
like 'never' and 'in no circumstances, | would say that as
things are today a general election to the Central Legisla-
turewould, in my opinion, be impossible.

To come back to the broad question of consultation.
The Viceroy has not tied himself down to the exact methods
of this consultation. It is essentially a question to be
settled between him and the political leaders. | am able
to state that he isready to discuss the method and details
with the leaders and he proposes without delay to send an
invitation to meet him for these discussions. Until thee
and other discussions take place, | claim that it would be a
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blunder of the first magnitude to take up an irrevocable posi-
tion. Let the Indian leaders weigh these possibilities. Let
them meet and discuss them once again with the Viceroy, and
let them also ponder once again upon the alternatives.

As regards the alternative of direct and immediate
responsibility at the Centre, | hope | have convinced the
the House that in the present circumstances it is impossible to
accept an alternative of that kind. | come to another alter-
native and | would ask the Indian leaders seriously once
again to ponder upon it. | wish, indeed, that | had not to
make any reference to it at all. It is the alternative of non-
co-operation, an alternative under which the Indian Congress
goes its own way and the British Government and the minority
communities in India go theirs. If it came to this issue we
should have no choice. The King-Emperor's Government
must be carried oh, and it would be carried on with strength
and with justice. We, like any other Government in similar
circumstances, would give the Viceroy our full support.

But let every man of goodwill in India and Great Britain
contemplate the waste that such a chapter of non-co-operation
would mean. There would be awaste of all our constitutio-
nal efforts with these many years of round table conferences,
joint sdect committees and debates in this House. There
would be the waste of all the effort we have made to bring to
an end the grim chapter of non-co-operation and to make it
easier for the Indians and the Britishto work together towards
the solution of these great problems.

When | went to the India Office | found non-co-opera
tion in full blast. During four years that | was the Secretary
of State, like Mr. Wedgwood Benn, who was my predecessor,
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almost my sole effort was to bring the British and the Indians
together and to put an end to this chapter of wasted effort and
miserable controversy. | hoped that when the Act came into
force, this chapter would be brought to an end. But it is here
now in the face of the greatest crisis that has ever confronted
the world—a crisis in which our danger is India's and
India's danger ours, in which our determination to set up a
new and better order in the world is asgreat as India's and
India's is as a great as ours—that there isa grave risk of our
drifting into a position in which we shall be wrangling with
each other instead of fighting the enemy on the common front.
| am told—though | can scarcely believe it—that it is being
said in some quarters in India that the British Government is
searching for a conflict. | repudiate that suggestion, with all
the power | have. The British Government wants co-opera-
tion and not conflict. The British Government wants to se
theaim of its policy to be achieved and conditions realised in
which India can take its true place in the British Common-
wealth of free peoples.

Non-co-operation may put the clock back for years.
Whether its proirotors desire it or not, non-co-operation leads
to civil disobedience, to breaches of law and order and to a
vicious circle of riot and repression from which we had hoped
to have escaped for ever.  Until these things actually happen,
| will not believe that they are going to happen. | shall continue
to believe that, when these great peoples of our own and the
peoples of India are faced with a common danger and inspired
with a common ideal, non-co-operation of any large section of
a community would be a calamity and futility of the first
magnitude. Millions of Indians in British India and in the
States agree with this view. They wish to co-operate with us
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just as n',uch aswe wish to work with them. And the Con-
gress Party itself—I quote the words of Mr. Gandhi—'wanted
to help Britain by giving her moral support, which was its
speciality. The Congress would not give this unless it was
clear that Britain's morality waswholly sound.'

. claim that our position is as sound as a bell. In good
faith and perfect sincerity, we have started India on the great-
est constitutional experiment that the world had ever seen.
We have long ago set aside iniperialistic ambitions We
believe that cur mission in the world is net to govern other
peoples but to help other people to govern themselves.

It was in this spirit that Parliament passed a series of
great Acts which gave the Dominions their free constitution.
It was in this spirit that we passed the Government of India
Act of 1935, under which, of our own freewill, we transferred
wide authority to the Indian Government. It isin thisspirit
that we intend to administer the Act and during the war to
do our utmost to remove the divisionsthat stand in the way
of its full achievement. And when the war ends—and ends
victoriously as a result of the Empire's united efforts—we
mean to proceed at once to deal with the constitutional diffi-
culties that have emerged in the experience of recent years.
Non-co-operation, and non-co-operation alone, will stop this
swift and steady progress. For those of us who have devoted
years of our lives to the building of the new constitution, often
at some risk to ourselves; for those of uswho are thrilled by
the antiquity of the Indian civilisation; for those of us who
are proud of the common effort that Indiansand we have
made to give India a unique position on the Continent of
Asia—another chapter of strife,controversy and non-co-ope-
ration would come as. a great human tragedy. Such a breach
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in the common front would be a repudiation at one of the gra-
vest moments in the world's history of the call to both of us
to resist the aggressor, to fight brute force and to build up a
new and better order in theworld in which we and Indians
can go about our lawful vocations without the peril that now
walks by day and night in so many parts of this world.

It was not—1I quote the Prime Minister's weighty words
of October 12—with any vindictive purpose that we embarked
on the war but simply in defence of freedom It is not aone
freedom of small nations that isat stake. Thereisalso in
jeopardy the peaceful existence of Great Britain, the Domi-
nions, India, the rest of the British Empire, France and,
indeed, of all freedom-loving nations. Whatever may be the
issue of the present struggle, and in whatever way it may be
brought to a conclusion, the world will not be the same world
that we have known before. Looking to the future, we can
se deep changes will inevitably leave their mark on every
field of men's thought and actions, and if humanity isto guide
aright the new forces that will be in operation, all nations will
have their part to play. In this new world India—perhaps in
area the greatest of any Asiatic country—has a great part
to play. A great part aso in the British Commonwealth of
Nations, for it will be an outward and visible sign that with
us there is noracial discrimination. It has agreat part also
to play in theworld at large, for India should stand out as a
moded of a League of Nations from which war has for genera-
tions been banished and the rule of law and justice firmly set.
Wi ith this great hope before us, let us once and for all abandon
the barren paths of non-co-operation and help each other to
win the war and to win peace and in this double victory to

e a great step towards the fruition of India's hopes.
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PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLIES ON WAR

The Bombay Legislative Assembly on 27th October
passed the following Resolution :(—

"This Assembly regrets that the British Government have
made India a participant in the war between Great Britain
and Germany without the consent of the people of India and
have further, in complete disregard of Indian opinion, passed
laws and adopted measures curtailing the powers and acti-
vities of the Provincial Governments.

"This Assembly recommends to Government to convey
to the Government of India, and through them, to the Bri-
tish Government that, in consonance with the avowed aims
of the present war, it is essentia in order to secure the co-
operation of the Indian people that the principles of democracy
be applied to India and her policy be guided by her people;
and that India should be regarded as an independent nation
entitled to frame her own constitution providing, among other
things, adequate safeguards for the protection of the rights
and liberty of the members of all minority communities in
India, and further that suitable action should be taken in so
far as it is possible in the immediate present to give effect to
that principle in regard to the present governance of India,
giving at the same time a voice to important minorities in the
machinery that may be devised for the purpose.

"This Assembly regrets that the situation in India has
not been rightly understood by His Magjesty's Government
when authorising the statement that has been made on their
behalf in regard to India.*'

On Oct. 16, the Behar Assembly and on Oct. 26, the
Madras Legislative Assembly passed a similar Resolution.
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FIRST MINISTRY RESIGNATION
Oct. 27

The Congress Ministry of Madras tendered their resigna
ions to the Governor.

CONGRESS LEADERS
ON HOARE'S STATEMENT

MAHATMA GANDHI
Oct. 27

| have read Sir Samuel Hoare's Speech with the attention
it deserves. | appreciate the conciliatory tone behind it. It
makes it, therefore, embarrassing for me to produce what may
appear to be ajarring note. But even as he spesksfrom a
sense of duty | hope | shall receive the same credit. Has
Dominion Statusfor I ndiaany meaning unlessit is synonymous
with independence? Has the Indiaof his imagination the
right to secede from the Commonwealth? | like the declaration
that the British have shed imperialistic ambition. Will he
allow the people of Indiato judge for themselves whether in
reality that ambition has been shed? |If it is, the proof of it
should be forthcoming even before Indiais statutorily declared
independent.

When the protection of minoritiesis pleaded against the
declaration required by the Congress, the great pronouncement
made by Sir Samuel Hoare sounds unreal. What the Congress
has asked is not any sounding of Indian opinion but a decla
ration, of Britain's intention.. | have endeavoured to show that
there isno such thing asreal minorities in India, whose rights



153

can be endangered by India becoming independent. With the
exception of the Depressed Classes there is no minority which
is not able to take care of itself. | observe that Sir Samuel
Hoare has mentioned the Europeans also as a minority.
The very mention of Europeans, in my opinion, condemns
the cry of the interest of minorities. But the protection
of minorities, whatever they are, is common cause between
the British Government and the Congress. | would like
the British Government to remember that there is every
prospect of Congress India, to use Sir Samuel's phrase, being
a hopdess minority. | like Sir Samuel'sdivision of Indiainto
Congress and non-Congress.  And if non-Congress India con-
tains not merely the Princes but the people of Princes' India,
all the Mussalmans, all those who might be represented by the
Hindu Mahasabha and others who refuse to be classified as
part of Congress India, it is Congress India which will be in
danger of a non-Congress majority. And the Congress has
got to make good its position even though it may represent a
minority wholly unarmed, partly by outside force but largely
by its own will.

| am glad that Sir Samuel Hoare has declared that the
present British policy is to be judged in the moral scales
suggested by me. | venture to suggest that if Sir Samuel's
gpeech is the last word on behalf of the British Government,
British political morality will be found wanting. Sir Samuel
has laughed at non-cooperation as abarren doctrine. | am
convinced that it is not as barren as he thinks. It has proved
its worth in the eyes of millions of Indians and will do o
again if the Congress remains truly non-violent, as | hope it
will. The Congress decision is an imperative call of duty
puts both the Congress and the British Government on their
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trial. Nothing but good will come out of it, if both will play
the game.

Inapublic meeting in Bombay Pandit JAWAHARLAL
NEHRUsaid:—

"Sir Samuel Hoare's speech has not in the least altered
the Congress attitude to war. The Congress demand is not
met and so the Congress decision not to cooperatewith Britain
in the prosecution of the war also remains unchanged."

CONGRESS PRESIDENT
Dr. Rajendra Prasad said :—

Mahatma Gandhi's statement represents my reaction to
Sir Samuel Hoare's speech in the House of Commons and it
is hardly necessary for me to say much more.

Oct. 30

The United Provinces Legislative Assembly passed the
same Resolution as Madras Assembly on Oct. 26 Subse
quently similar Resolutions were passed by the Assemblies
of Orissa, C. P. and Berar, North-West Frontier Province,
and Assam.

The U. P. Ministry tendered their resignations to the
Governor.

The Governor of Madras issued a Proclamation under
sec. 93 of the Government of India Act, assuming the govern
ment of the Province to himself.

Oct. 31

The Ministries of Bombay and Bihar tendered their
resignations.
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PART V
TRIPARTITE TALKS

JOINT MEETING AT VICEROYS

November, 1

The Viceroy sent invitations to Mahatma Gandhi, Dr.
Rajendra Prasad, and Mr. Jinnah for a joint consultation to be
held on November, 1. Mr. Jinnah was at liberty to bring with
himself one more Muslim League spokesman. The object of
the consultation was to find a modus operandi for the associa-
tion of responsible political leaderswith the Central Govern-
ment of India. The invitations were accepted and as arranged
the consultation was held, after which a communique was
issued in the afternoon making the bare announcement that at
the request of His Excellency the Viceroy, Mahatma Gandhi,
Dr. Rajendra Prasad and Mr. M. A. Jinnah attended a meeting
at the Viceroy's House. Discussion of ageneral character took
place, after which the meeting adjourned.

HOUSE OF LORDS DEBATE
SECRETARY OF STATE'S DECLARATION

Nov. 2
Lord Snell initiated a debate on India in the House of
Lords,

LORD SNELL
"The situation in India has been viewed with increasing
anxiety by my party, and our support to Government will
depend on the extent to which we are satisfied that they are
trying to meet the passibnate and, as we believe, the legitimate
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hopes and demands of the Indian people. We have quite
definite opinions on the matter, and if, on the one hand, we
counsd Indian statesmen and reformers not needlesdy to
hinder such machinery of self-government as they possess
on the other hand we warn Government we shall not support
either blank negation or a merely equivocal promise of future
action. The Indian people in our opinion have given proof
of their capacity to run the affairs of their own nation. They
have every right, aswebelieve, to Dominion Status, and the
Labour Party will continueto give their support to all lawful
and practical attempts to secureit.”

Lord Snell was followed by Lord Samuel who made a
very long speech. Lord Samuel had paid a visit to India and
therefore had firsthand knowledge of how minds in India
were working.

LORD SAMUEL

It is now agreed in principle that India shall have Domi-
nion Status, and the disagreement is asto when and how.
The complaint is made by the Congress that while the British
Government agree to Dominion Status in principle they take
no seps to give effect to, or implement, it in practice. Sir
Samuel Hoare has said that pledges had been made time after
time that Dominion Status was theaim of Indian policy.
The Viceray, inthe White Paper, saysweare working to the
end that India may attain her due place amongst the great
dominions, and he quotes this statement: 'The natural issue
of Indian progress is the attainment of Dominion Status.
The aim—the issue—is almost something in the future. The
last quotation was from a gtatement made by the present
Foreign Secretary,then Lord Irwin, and the date was 1929—
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ten years ago. Year after year goes by, and this policy which
is declared the goal, the end, the aim, is not in fact carried
into effect, and Indian political leaders see the best years of
their lives go by, and they arestill in the phase of the struggle.
I may be permitted to use the familiar quotation *Man never
isbut always to be blessed’. Itis like some mountain climber
who ses what he takes to be the summit before him, and when
he reaches the top of the ridge after much effort sees that the
summit lies farther beyond, and again when he struggles on
to a further ridge the goal is still out of his grasp.

The Government say that if only Indians could agree
among themselves on the outstanding questions as between the
communities and between the Congress Party and the States,
at once Dominion Status could be brought into effect. But
that, in substance, means that the Muslims are to have the
veto on the introduction of Dominion Status. Muslim India
is not eager for Federation. They are rather apprehensive
of the possible results of Federation, and they are not pressing
for Dominion Status. Itis natural for them to say to the
Hindus: 'Unlessyou can concede all we want, we will refuse
an agreement and if we refuse an agreement, the British
Government say they will not introduce Dominion status.
Consequently, the present prolicy of His Majesty's Govern-
ment leads to the conclusion that thefinal decision is left with
the Muslims. That would mean that one-fourth of the popula-
tion of Indiaisto decide the future of India rather than three-
fourths. Such a situation may easily become a permanent
deadlock, and it is not surprising that the Congress suspects
that that is the intention.

All of usin this House, | think, understand the Muslim
position find sympathisewith that. Undoubtedly Great Britain
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has duties towards the Muslims of India. We cannot wash
our hands of the question and say that their future is no con-
cern of ours. And it is the case that friction is serious between
the Hindu and Muslim communities. When | was there last
year, | was told by almost everyone that in most places
friction was worse in recent years between the Muslims and
Hindus than earlier. That is not so politically in great States
like Hyderabad and Mysore; but over the greater part of India
it is almost chronic, sometimes acute and dangerous. The
minorities must be protected in their rights, and if the mino-
rities have rights, so also have the majorities. It is the
fundamental problem of democracy in countries of mixed
population how to reconcile the principle of government by
majority vote with securing the liberties of the minority
communities.

In a country which is homogeneous, or substantially so
like Britain or France, or which has become homogeneous
like the United States, the question does not arise, but in
those where there are several different races or religions or
communities within the same geographical area as in many
States of Eastern Europe, like Palestine or India, there is a
great problem which prevents democratic institutions from
working at all. You have a conflict of two principles; hasthe
majority the right to decide on main issues ? It has, we be-
lieve, in a democracy. On the other hand, have the members
of the minority communities the right to be protected ? They
have. But if the two principles clash, what then ?

There is in India the further complication of States. The
Princes have their treaty rights, and it is obviously a sound
principle of government that treaties must be respected, but
if the Princes have treaty rights, their peoples have moral
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rights, and we cannot say that the 18th or early 19th century
treaties are to be allowed to block for all timethe develop-
ment of modern institutions, and | do not think that the
Princes themselves would claim it.

It appears to me that recently His Majesty's Government
here and in India have not shown sufficient zeal and energy
in tackling these difficult problems. All these inter-locked
problems—minorities, Federation and Dominion Status—
ought not to be postponed, and the Congress is right in urging
that the questions be taken in hand new. It has been assumed
in many quarters that the outbreak of war makes it impossible
even to conceive of these matters being pressed, but | do not
se why. Statesmen, who would be engaged in dealing with
these Indian constitutional problems, are not those who would
be engaged in active prosecution of war measures. It may well
be that a group may be considering these questionsin India or
here, while others devote their energies entirely to war.

During the last war, the House wi || remember, several of
our most embittered and difficult problems were settled while
the war was proceeding, and it would be immense proof of the
strength and governing ability, if while with one hand we
were conducting a great war, with the other we were dealing
with difficult material problemsin some part of the Empire.
| was glad to notice inthe debate in the other House that seve-
ral speakers thought that after all some of these questions must
be considered in the immediate future. | notice that Mr.
Wedgwood Benn took that view and Sir Samuel Hoare and
the Under-Secretary did not dissent from that. | regret that
the White Paper suggests a diflferent course. The Viceroy
there has proposed that the only step to be taken during the

11
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war was the establishment of a consultative group, the mem-
bership of which he outlined. This group, to quote the words
of the White Paper, 'would have as its objects the association
of public interests in India with the conduct of the war and
with questions relating to war activities.’

The Congress members say that they are not prepared to

discuss what should be the war measures to be taken by India
unless they know what share India should have in determin-

ing what those war measures shall be. | trust that it will be
possible for Lord Zetland to give us some guidance on that
aspect

The White Paper does embody one definite advance.
Contrary to what has been said hitherto it agrees that any
necessary legislation for the amendment of the 1935 Act in
respect of Federation should be contemplated before Federation
is brought into effect. That is a considerable step to meet
Indian opinion. | trust that the second step will be taken,
namely, that all these matters shall not be postponed until after
the war but dealt with now.

Mr. Gandhi has explained to me and others that by
'independence’ he does not necessarily mean separation from
the Empire, but means that the people should have the right
to determine for themselves what should be the future of their
own country. Many of us think that if we conceded that
right they will unquestionably agreeto continue the membership
of the British Commonwealth on the same footingas the present
Dominions. | cannot suppose that Mr. Gandhi or his col-
leagues would suggest that in these discussions representatives
of Great Britain should take no part. It appearsto me
essential that we should take part, first because we have obli-
gations to the Muslims and the Princes, from which we cannot
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in honour withdraw: secondly, because the future defence of
India must rest in agreat degree with the British Common-
weath. | connot imagine that India in the near future would
wish to undertake immense cost for providing herself with
adequate defences apart from the British Empire. If she did
not do so, she would run the risk of the same fate at the hands
of one or more of her aggressive neighbours as has befallen
China. If Britain took part in the discussions, then the two
sides are not very far apart. The Viceroy in the White Paper
said: 'l am authorised by His Majesty's Government to
sy that at the end of the war they will be very willing to
enter into consultation with representatives of various com-
munities, parties and interests in India and with Indian
Princes with a view to securing their aid and co-operation in
framing all such modifications of the 1935 Act as may seem
desirable’ That is not very far removed from the Constituent
Assembly which the Congress plead for. It appears to me that
the difference between the two might be bridged with no very
great difficulty. If a meeting took place in India, andif it were
fully representative of the Indian people, with the present
Indian Government, it is not unlike a Constituent Assembly
the Congress desires.

| venture to make one suggestion, not, of course, expect-
ing any immediate or early reply, and that is whether the
time has not come in connection with these changes that there
should now be established a Privy Council in India. If abody
modeled on our Privy Council, which isnot sufficiently used
here, were to be etablished in India, containing leaders be
longing to different sections and men not only in ministerial
office, but of out it, it might be easer to secure adequate dis
cussons on matters of interest to different communities.
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Further, it appears to me quite essential that when dis-
cussions take place at the end of the war on the termsof peace
and arrangements to be made subsequently, and when the
Dominions, asthey certainly will be, are brought into consulta-
tion, Indiashould be brought into consultation on equal terms.
Even if on that date Dominion Status has not been enacted
by Statute, still that step might be taken. It would be quitein
accordance with British ideas if such a measure were adopted
in practice before it has been recognised in law. Furthermore
| would urge upon Government that they should breathe
through their declaration of policy a conception of the new
position in India and the future which is not far distant for
her. We sometimes do not remember that of every ten in-
habitants in the British Empire seven are Indians. | do not
e in the language of this White Paper and in the methods of
consultation proposed the new spirit in relation to India
which the time requires.

Let me say finally, | am bound to express the view that
the action of the Congress in calling upon the provincial
Ministries to resign is wrong. It appearsto be an error of
political judgment. Although | am in general agreement with
most of the underlying aims of the Congress, | think tactically
they have been in error.

I hope the Government will make it as easy as possible
to arrive at an accommodation and so take a further step for-
ward towards the aims that we shall not merely maintain in
Indiaan imperialistic rule over reluctant subjects, but succeed
in enlisting the co-operation of a self-respecting nation.

The Marquis of Zetland replied on behalf of Government.
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LORD ZETLAND

My Lord Samuel says you have promised India Domi-
nion Status. It is always coming, but has never come. What
have you done to give effect to your intention ? | rather
gather from the speech of Lord Samuel that he thought we
could bring Federation and Dominion Status into effect to-
morrow, if only we had the will to do so. The Noble Lord
spoke of the pledge given by the Foreign Secretary and said
that the natural issue for India was the attainment of Domi-
nion Status, but his comment was that that wasin 1929*
Does he suggest that a federation could he formed before the
units have come into existence ? Surely the purpose of the
Act of 1935 was to create units which would subsequently be
federated. The Noble Lord may say we took a long time
in drawing up the provisions of the Aet of 1935.

He made a reference to the Viceroy's statement and said
that the promise contained therein, that at the end of the war
they would take into consultation leaders of various commu-
nities and parties interested with a view to effecting such
modifications of the federal provisionsas might seem desirable,
was all to the good. But he said very little of what we pro-
pose to do pending the end of the war. | cannot agree with
him if he thinks you can redraft the federal provisions of
the Act with a view to bringing federation into existence while
we are all burdened with the task of carrying on a life and
death struggle. But we do agree it is natural that leaders of
Indian public opinion should be associated in some way with
the Central Government during the progress of the war, and it
was with aview to bringingthem into close association with
the Central Government that we proposed a consultative body.
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That was a perfectly sincere and genuine attempt to asso-
ciate leaders of Indian political parties with the Central
Government in the conduct of the war. | remember observing
to the House that, in my opinion, it would have three different
advantages.

First, it would have enabled the Governor-General to
communicate to leaders of political parties confidential
information.

Secondly, it would have enabled them to express opinions
frankly to the Governor-General as to their views of the mea-
sures the Government propose to take; and since the whole
idea was conceived on the assumption that there would be
goodwill on both sides with the Governor-General and that
members would collaborate for a common purpose and, as it
is perfectly well-known, all of them have at heart the success
ful prosecution of the war. | regarded it as axiomatic that
the Viceroy would have attached the utmost worth to the
views expressed by such a body in such circumstances.

The third advantage was that, since the representatives of
different communities would be working in close association
not only with the Governor-General but with one another, it
would tend to lessen the differences by which they are at
present divided and would bring to the surface such measure
of common ground as would justify us inviting them to
become associated with the Government in even a more res-
ponsible position.

| regret profoundly that the proposal does not appear to
have been received in Indiain thespirit in which itwasgiven.
Meanwhile, these communal differences persist. | need not
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lay stress upon them. They are known to Your Lordships
The manifesto of the All-India Muslim League aswell as the
manifesto of the Congress are in the White Paper, and since
then the leader of the All-India Muslim League has issued a
statement which appeared in the Manchester Guardian only two
or three days ago. | do not want to underline the differences
but they cannot be ignored. You have to try somehow or
other to reconcile them. What, in these circumstances, is the
path of wisdom ? Surely, the path of wisdom in these cir-
cumstances is to.invite leaders in the first instance of the two
main communities—Hindus as represented by the Congress,
Muslims as represented by the All-India Muslim League—to
meet under the auspices of a neutral and discuss their differ-
ences frankly and see whether they cannot find some solution
thereto. That is precisely what the Viceroy is doing at the
present moment. He has invited leaders of the Congress and
the All-India Muslim League to meet him for that very pur-
pose, and | have no hesitation in saying that if, as a result of
these discussions and consultations, we can find a common
ground on which the two great communities will work together,
then the main obstacle in the way of associating leaders of
political parties in the actual Executive at the Centre will
have been removed. | need hardly say | share the regret ex-
pressed by Lord Samuel at the action taken by the Congress
Ministries in the provinces. | agree with him that has been a
most unfortunate move and | believe that history will prove
it has been most unwise, but there it is. With, it seems to me,
an undue haste, while discussions are still proceeding, the
Ministries in four of the provinces have aready tendered re-
signations and the resignation of the Ministry in a fifth pro-
vince is expected in the very near future. That will mean
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that the Government will be obliged to proclaim the break-
down of the Constitution as far as these provinces are
concerned and to take into its own hands the administration.

I would make one comment on what L ord Samuel said.
The communal problem is not confined to British India, nor is
it true to say it has not become accentuated in some of the
Indian States during the past two or three years.

Let me only say thisin conclusion with regard to our war
amsin India. It issometimes said still inlIndia that we
are fighting to maintain imperialism in that country. If by
British imperialism is meant domination and exploitation of
one people by another people, | say that if it ever existed it
was abandoned by Parliament when it accepted the preamble
to the Act of 1919 and every step, which has been taken since
that time, has emphasised and ratified the determination of
the people of this country to work for self-government in
India. | cannot conceive of anyone, who wished to maintain
imperialism in Indiain the sense in which | have described,
having voted for the Act of 1935, which was passed by a
large majority by the House of L ords and House of Commons.
No, our intentions remain what they have been ever sincethe
Act of 1919. We are striving our best, with all sincerity, to
assist in removing obstacles which at present liein the path of
full fulfilment of the promiseswhich have been made. While
| appreciate the idealism of L ord Samuel, who wishesto se a
great quickening up of the process on which we are engaged,
I find from all my practical experience that has come to me as
the Secretary of State, every day of the year for the past four
or five years, that it isno use ignoring difficulties in our path.
What we may do is to work patiently and in all sincerity to
emove them.
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BREAKDOWN

On Nov. 3 Governors of the U. P. and of Bihar and on
4th Nov. the Governor of Bombay assumed the government
of their Provinces under sec. 93 of the Government of India
Act. Subsequently, similar assumption was proclaimed by the
Governors of Orissa, C. P. and N. W. F. P.

The talks betwen Congress and Muslim League leaders
initiated at the instance of the Viceroy concluded on Nov. 4,
without any agreement being arrived at. The Viceroy issued"
a statement on the situation as it obtained, to which were
appended the letters which passed between him and the
Congress and Muslim League Leaders.

VICEROYS STATEMENT
New Delhi, Nov. 5

It was in the light of profound consideration and long
discussion that on October 18, | made a declaration on behalf
of His Mgjesty's Government. That declaration emphasised,
first, that Dominion Status remained the goal for India; second
that His Majesty's Government were prepared to reconsider the
scheme of the present Act at the end of the war in consultation
with leaders of opinion in India; third, that His Maesty's
Government attached importance to associating public opinion
in Indiawith the prosecution of the war, and that for that
purpose they contemplated the formation of a Consultative
Group, the details of which were to be settled after | had fur-
ther consulted with party leaders. The announcements in my
statement are of great importance. Their importance has-
been belittled, but they represent points of real substance. The
debates in Parliament which followed the publication of my-
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statement brought out another important point—the readiness
of His Magjesty's Government, if certain conditions were
secured, to associate Indian opinion in a still closer and more
responsible manner with the conduct of the war by a tempo-
rary expansion of the Governor-General's Executive Council.

| next invited Mr. Gandhi, Dr. Rajendra Prasad and
Mr. Jinnah to come to see me on November 1, and | discussed
the whole position with them frankly. | had already, in my
previous conversations, discussed with them, aswith almost all
my visitors, from various aspects, the possibility of an expan-
sion of the Governor-General's Council. | now told them
that, if in regard to association at the Centre, we had been
unable to go further than the Consultative Group, it was
because of the lack of prior agreement between the major com-
munities such as would contribute to harmonious working in
the Centre. | added that the manifestoes issued on October 22
by the Congress Working Committee and the Muslim
League had shown only too clearly the gulf that existed
between the attitude of these two great parties. | begged
my visitors, in these circumstances, to meet and to have
discussions among themselves on the provincial position,
with a view thereafter to putting forward in agreement
proposals which could be considered for some expansion
of the Governor-General's Council at the Centre. | told them
that | saw no necessity for every detail of the differences
between them in the provinces to be resolved. What was
needed was a sufficient resolution of those differences to make
the devising of a scheme for harmonious co-operation at the
Centre practicable. | begged them in the most earnest manner
to spare no endeavour to reach agreement; and | emphasised
that this was essentially a question affecting Indians, on which
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agreement between Indians themselves was what | was
anxious to secure. | repeated the profound anxiety not only of
myself but of His Majesty's Government to leave nothing
undone which would contribute to achieve that agreement.

The discussions which | suggested have taken place, but
the result to me has been a profound disappointment. There
remains today entire disagreement between the representa-
tives of the major parties on fundamental issues. All | will
say now is that .I am not prepared to accept this failure.
| propose in due course to try again in consultation with the
leaders of these great parties and the Princes, to see if even
now there may still be the possibility of securing unity.

During all the time | have been in India there is nothing
| have been more anxious to secure than unity. And unity
matters far more to India than is perhaps always realised.
Unity, too, means that Indians, whatever their community or
whatever their party allegiance and whether they dwell in
British Indiaor in the Indian States, must work together in a
common scheme.

It isworth a great deal to try to bring that about. | may
have been unsuccessful so far, but | shall try again. Andwhen
| try again,-1 would ask Indiato remember my difficulties, and
give me credit for an earnest goodwill and an earnest desire
to assist. We are dealingwith a problem that has defeated the
united endeavours of the greatest organisations in this country.
There are grave differences of view which have to be taken
into account, which should be bridged. There are strong and
deeply rooted interests which are entitled to the fullest consi-
deration and whose attitude is not athinglightly to be brushed
aside. There are minorities which are great in numbers, as



170

well as great in historic importance, and in culture. Those are
all factors to which full weight has to be given.

Complex as the problems are, | refuse to regard them as
insoluble, and | prefer to believe that, like other human pro-
blems, they will yield to patient discussion in a spirit of good-
will. In this belief | am encouraged by the friendly feeling which
has pervaded my discussions with the leaders of parties. |
would ask the country, and | would ask the leaders of the
great political parties and their constituents, who | know have
faith in those leaders and are ably led by them, to give me
the help which | so much need if there is to be any hope of
overcoming our difficulties and reaching the result which | am
sure that we all of us desire.

The Viceroy 's Letter

to Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Raendra Prasad, President, All-
India National Congress, and Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President,
All-IndiaMuslim League, dated the Viceroy's House, New
Delhi, November 2 :

"Youwill remember that | agreed during our conversa-
tion yesterday to let you have in concrete form the proposi-
tion which | put to you and the other gentlemen who were pre-
sent at the meeting, emphasising that | did so with a genuine
desire to help, a desire fully shared by His Majesty's Govern-
ment.

"2. The proposition which | invited you and the other
gentlemen present to consider, as leaders of the Congress and
the Muslim League, was that, given the great importance of
ensuring harmonious working at the Centre, you should enter
upon discussions between yourselves with aview to discovering
whether you could reach a basis of aggreement between your-



171

selves in the provincial field, consequent on which you could
let me have proposals which would result in representatives
of your two organisations immediately participatingin the
Central Government as members of my Executive Council.

"1 brought out, too, that, in my judgment, it ought not to
be necessary absolutely to resolve every detail of such diffe-
rences as may exist in the provinces. What was required,
as was remarked in the course of the discussion, was a degree
of agreement in respect of the provinces, such as to make it
possible for my visitors, and the organisations which they re-

presented, to put forward a scheme which could be considered
for the Centre.

"3. | added, in regard to any arrangement at the
Centre:—

"First, that one would hope that it might be found practi-
cable to include also one or possibly more representatives of
other important groups, and that that was a question on
which | should value your advice when we came to grapple
with the details:

"Secondly, that the arrangement which | invited you to
consider for the Centre would be an ad hoc arrangement for
the period of the war, and quite distinct from the much wider
question of constitutional reform at theend of the war; and |
mentioned that on that last point my declaration had set out
the position of His Majesty's Government. | attach a copy of
the extracts from that declaration which | brought to the
notice of the meeting yesterday :

"Thirdly, that the position of any one appointed to my
Executive Council as a member of a political party would be
identical, in privilegesand in obligations, with that of the
existing members of my Council: and
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"Fourthly, that the arrangement would be within the
general scheme of the existing law. It would be admittedly
and inevitably a make-shift arrangement for the duration of
the campaign. | brought out that what was required now, if
we could get a workable scheme together, was to put it into
operation with as little delay as possible, pending the more
general review of the whole constitutional position, which
His Majesty's Government have expressed their readiness to
Undertake after the conclusion of hostilities."

DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD'S REPLY

Letter from Dr. Rajendra Prasad to the Viceroy, dated
Birla House, New Delhi, November 3:

"l thank you for your letter of November 2, embodying
in concrete form the position which you had placed before us
when we saw you on November 1. My colleagues and |
have given our earnest consideration to it. We have had also
the advantage of full talks with Mr. M. A. Jinnah, but we find
ourselves unable to vary the answer we gave you during the
interview.

" At the outset, | would liketo say that both Gandhiji and
I missed at the interview any reference to the main and moral
issue raised by the Congress about clarification of war aims,
without which it was impossible for the Congress to consider
any subsidiary proposal.

"Subsequent statements made on behalf of the British
Government in Parliament have not made any essential diffe-
rence to the policy outlined in the Viceregal statement, and
as you have rightly pointed out, that policy is still governed
by the extracts from it that you have kindly sent us. | am
afraid it is quite impossible for us to accept this policy or
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consider any step to further co-operation unless the policy
of the British Government is made clear in a declaration on
the lines suggested by the Congress.

"1t has pained us to find the communal questions being
dragged in this connection. It has clouded the main issue
It has been repeatedly said on behalf of the Congress that it
isour earnest desire to settle all points of communal contro-
versy by agreement and we propose to continue our efforts
to this end. But 1 would point out that this question does
not in any respect come in the way of a declaration of Indian
freedom as suggested above.

"Such a declaration applies to the whole of India and
not to any particular community, and the Constituent Assembly
which will frame India's constitution, will be formed on the
widest possible basis of franchise and by agreement in regard
to communal representation. We are all agreed that there
must be full protection of minority rights and interests and
this protection should be by agreement between the parties

concerned. The British Government, in taking and sharing
the burden has, in our opinion, made a settlement of the ques-
tion much more difficult than it should have been. It should
allay all real anxiety on the part of the British Government
when the Congress declares that it contemplates no constitution
which does not carry with it the protection of real minorities
to their satisfaction.

"1t seems to us that a clear declaration of the kind sug
geded is an essential preliminary to any further consideration
of the matter. | should like to add that recent developments
in the European war have made it all the more necessary for a
clear enunciation of war aims. If a satisfactory declaration is
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made, a discussion of the proposal made by Your Excellency
will be appropriate and useful and we shall gladly discuss it
with you. It is perhaps unnecessary to state that Gandhiji is
in full agreement with this letter. We propose to leave
tomorrow evening for Wardha, unless Y our Excellency desires
-otherwise."

Mr. Jinnah's Letter

Letter from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to the Viceroy, dated
November 4:—

"With referenceto the joint interview which Mr. Gandhi,
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President of the Congress, and myself
had with you on November 1, and in reply toyour letter dated
November 2,I begto inform you that | understood that the
Congress leaders and myself were to consider the proposals
of Your Excellency...l understand that we were to consider
your ['proposals without prejudice to the resolution of the
Muslim League of October 22, stating that the declaration of
Your Excellency on behaf of His Majesty's Government was
not satisfactory and required further clarification and assuran-
ces, and also without prejudice to the demand of the Congress
for a declaration as adumbrated in the resolution of the All-
India Congress Committee on October 10.

"1 n consequence | met the leaders of the Congress. | was
informed by them finally that they had come to the conclusion
that they could not discuss any question with regard to mat-
ters referred to in your letter of the 2nd instant, relating to
the provincial field or to the Centre, until that British Govern-
ment had complied with their demand as embodied in the
resolution of the All-India Congress Committee. Hence these
two questions were not further discussed.”
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PART VI
U.S. A. LIFTS ARMS EMBARGO

ARSENAL WITH UNLIMITED RESOURCES

Worldwide Repercussions
Nov 4 and 5

Precisgly at this time an event of far-reaching importance
favourable to Britain and France happened in the United
States of America. In that country was in force alaw
which forbade the sale of any war material to any
belligerent country. The law was enacted with the sole
intention of keeping theU. S. A. out of war and was
called the Neutrality Act. Ever dnce the Munich Pact
of September, 1938, President Roosevelt had been striving to-
amend that law, because in his opinion, the law, though
apparently a neutrality law, was conducive to 'actual unneu-
trality'. On July 15, 1939, the President sent a special
Message to Congress appealing tersdy and firmly for the
enactment of an amending law during its last Sesson. But
Congress resolved to adjourn without acceding to his appeal
and he bitterly expressed his disappointment. Then came the
war. Presdent Roosevelt declared the neutrality of his
country and as in duty bound enforced the law as it was. As
the President expressed himsdf, the Americans were out of
the war but could not be expected to be neutral in thought
Hewasright. Opinion in the U. S. A. gradually but certainly
turned away from isolationism. A Special Sesson of Con-
gress was convened and the amending legidation, which Presi-
dent Roosevelt asked, was enacted on Saturday Nov. 4

1
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Under the law as amended the embargo on war material
islifted. Any country whether belligerent or neutral may
purchase war material in the U. S. A. 'cash down and remove
the same in ships other than American.

Although the lifting of the arms embargo applies equally
to all under the terms of the law, the amendment actually
operates to the very significant advantage of Britain and
France. Not only have these countries the cash, of which
Germany has little, but also have Britain and France the
required ships and control of the searoutes, while German
ships have virtually been driven off the High Sess. More-
over, the embargo had held up even the supply of 800 aero-
planes contracted for by the Allies before hostilities broke out.
The lifting of the embargo at once released these aeroplanes
to be sent to Britain and France.

Opinion in the Allied countries was jubilant while that in
Germany was bitter. Dr. Leslie Burgin, Minister of supply
(Britain) stated at a Press Conference that with the removal
of the American arms embargo the Allieswere faced with the
possibility of "an arsenal with unlimited resources’

Le Petit Parisien wrote: "The vote leaves no doubt
about American sympathies. To their valuable moral sup-
port will be soon added material help, which will hasten
victory for the Allies."

Germany considered the repeal of the Arms Embargo as
unequivocal support to Britain and France and regarded the
U. S. A. as "practically inthewar." The German wireless
described it as "nothing but machinations of Jewish war
profiteers’
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The British Press gregted the repeal as an event bound
to have important world-wide repercussons  One paper
declared that

the lifting of the embargo was also the lifting of
American shields against barbarism and Hitlerism.

After the Anglo-Franco-Turkish Treaty, this was the
most favourable blow struck for Britain and France.

The news of the signature of the new Neutrality Act was
beard and acclaimed by thousands of officers and airmen of the
British and French Air Forces gathered round radio s#tsin the
offices, meses and billets on the Western Front. Toasting
U. S. A. and the President was general at dinner.

The potentialities of the move of President Roosevelt are
really immense if not unlimited. This war is going to be
decided in the air. No belligerent can succeed in the air with-
out ample replenishment not only of aeroplanes but also of ail.
In respect of both the resources of the U. S. A. are aimost
unlimited.

The new legidation further dsrengthens President
Roosevelt's hands. He has already opened the trade with
South Africa and India to American ships though both of
these are beligerent sates.  Canada is being differentially
treated. U. S. A's power is hereby enhanced both in respect
of war and peace.
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PART VII
THE GAME OF SEASAW

CONGRESS TOTALITARIAN
Nov. 4

The principal factor in the negative attitude of the Con-
gress Party is suspicion. Its chiefs ssem to believe that the
British. Government's declarations on the subject of Dominion
Status are insincere; that the Round Table Conferences were
organised.to excite, rather than compose, communal differ- >
exces, that the hostility of the Muslim League to the Hindu
majority is greatly exaggerated. A parallel to these suspicions
may be found in the attitude of the Muslim League to the Con-
gress Party, and the Princes take an equally unfavburable
view of the intentions of Congress,

Regrettable as this atmosphere of suspicion may be, it
should not prevent the Imperial Government from taking
steps to find means of giving satisfaction to the legitimate
demands of Congress Party. They urge that Government:
should define its future policy to India, and Indian leaders
should be associated in more than a consultative capacity
with 'the Central Government in the prosecution of the war
It is.possible to envisage such a solution by aggreement bet-
ween Hindu, Muslim and other leaders. If Congress chiefs
could arrange matters directly with Mr. Jinnah—and Lord
Linlithgow clearly hopes for such an undertanding—
agreement on these lineswould hasten the attainment of Domi-
nion Status, and facilitate the association of Indian leaders
in the Central Executive, but here all depends on the sincerity
of the Congress |eaders.
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They demand a definition of theaims of British policy
toIndia. Thelmperial Government and the minorities have
an equal right to demand their intentions. Mr. Gandhi must
know that political representation and protection of;minorities
isthe acid test of constitutional democracy. Neither Mr.
Gandhi nor hiscolleagues can expect the Imperial Government
to accept the totalitarian claim on behalf of the party. The
minority of 80 millions, with a strong military and political
tradition, cannot beignored.

What has the Congress Party done to allay the apprehen-
sions of the Muslims, Princes and Depressed Classes in the
last two years? Thewithdrawal of the claim of.political
monopoly is surely the condition of their success, and in this
direction they cannot expect the Imperial Government, much
as they desire to obtain Congress co-operation, to arrive at a
ssettlement over the heads of the Muslims and other Minorities.
Such a course would make the Indian communal rift into an
impassable gulf; would be grossly impolitic, and would, be
even more grossly unjust to the Muslims, who have given
support without reservation in the life and death struggle
against aggression. —The Times

JINNAH-NEHRU TALKS
NOV. 6

In view of the Statement of the Viceroy that entire dis-
agreement existed between the representatives of the Congress
and the Muslim League, Pandit Jawaharlal issued a statement
that he was not aware of any disagreement on fundamental
issues and that in his talkswith Mr. Jinnah he found that there
was no difference as to the objectiveto be achieved by India,
The talks in Delhi between Mr. Jinnah and Pandit were
acontinuation of their earlier talks. The talks would' be
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resumed, said the Congress President also in an interview with
a Pressman. Mr. Jinnah, on his part, was looking forward to
meeting Pandit Jawaharlal because, he said, " | like Jawaharlal
immensdly."

PUNJAB ASSEMBLY
Supports Britain  Wholeheartedly
Lahore, Nov. 6

The Punjab Legislative Assembly passed the following
Resolution:—

"This Assembly approves of the policy of the Punjab
Government towards the present international criss in
condemning Fascist and Nazi aggression and declares its deter-
mination to resg this aggresson and to protect the security
and honour of the Punjab and India with all theavailable
resources of the province.

"It further dedresthat it should forthwith be made abso-
lutely clear that the congtitution of India shall be examined de
novo at the end of the war with a view to the immediate
attainment of the objective of Dominion Status with effective
protection of the due rightsof the minorities and other sections
and in consultation with, and agreement of, all parties
concerned.”

MAHRATTAS' SUPPORT
Nasik, Nov. 6

Unanimous support to the British Government in the
prosecution of the war against Germany was voted by the All-
India Mahratta Conference. The Conference wasattended by
nearly 10,000 Mahrattas from various parts of India. The
Conference demanded increased representation of Mahrattasin
thelndian Army and recruitment to the Navy and Air Force.
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ZETLAND'S NO TO CONGRESS
Nov. 6

Asked by Lord Snel for a statement on India the
MARQUISof ZETLAND said:—

| need hardly say that His Majesty's Gover nment sharethe
profound regret of the Governor-General at the failure of the
consultations which he had been holding during the last week to
produce an agreement between representatives of the Congress
on the one hand, and the All-India Muslim League, on the
other. May | remind the House briefly that the previous dis-
cussons which the Governor-General had been so patiently
conducting for several weeks past had convinced him there
was little, if any, prospect of securing an agreement on plans
which he had been considering with the object of bringing
Indiansinto association with the Central Government of India
in the conduct of war, unless some accommodation could first be
reached on the difficulties felt by Muslims asto their position
in the Provinces where the Congress Governments were in
power.

As the House will have seen from the documents pub-
lished yesterday that the Congress has definitely refused to
condder any concrete plans such as those outlined by the
Governor-General, unless His Majesty's Government should
bewilling, first, to make a declaration to the effect that India
isan independent nation and that His Majesty's Gover nment
will raise no oppostion to her futureform of Government
being determined without their intervention by a Constituent
Assembly called upon the widest possible bass of franchise,
and by agreement in regard to communal representation. The
Congress have further consistently taken the line, which they
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still maintain, that thefact that there are racial and religious
minoritiesin Indiais of no relevance in that connection, and
that it has always been the intention of the Congress to secure
through the constitution to be framed by Indians themselves
such protection for their rights as may prove acceptable to the
minorities.

HisMgjesty's Government find it impossible to accept
this position. The long standing British connection with
Indiahas left His Mgjesty's Government with obligations
towards her, which it is impossible for them to shed by
disinteresting themselves wholly in the shaping of her
future form of Government.

Moreover, one outstanding result of the recent discussions,
inwhich the Governor-General has been engaged with represen-
tativesof all parties and interests in India, hasbeento establish
beyond doubt the fact that a declaration in the sense proposed
with the summary abandonment by HisMajesty's Government
of their position inIndia, would be far from acceptable to
large sections of the Indian population. But this does not
mean that we had in any sense weakened in our determination
to assist India by such means as are in our power to reach
without avoidable delay the position in the British Common-
wealth of Nations to which we are pledged,

L et me take this opportunity for removing some doubts
and suspicions which appear to have been felt in India about
refererence in the recent India debate in the House of Com-
mons by the Lord Privy Sea to the 'Dominion Status of
1926 as being the status we contemplate for India. The
suggestion, | understand, has been made that the passage of
the Statute of Westminster in 1931'has produced for the Domi-
nions, to which the Statute applies, astatus which is somewhat
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different from, and is superior to, the relationship described in
the Balfour Declaration contained in the report of the Imperial
Conference of 1926. This House, at all events will have no
difficulty in believing me when | say that thereis no foundation
for any such suggestion. Sir Samuel Hoare referred to the
Dominion Status of 1926, because it was in that year that the
Imperial Conference described the status of the Dominions,
and the status so described has not been altered by anything
swhich has since occured, the Statute of Westminster having
merely given legal effect to certain consequences of the
constitutional position as was then recognised.

It was our hope that the plans which the Governor-Gen-
ral has indicated, including asthey did the incorporation of
the leaders of the main political partiesin Indiain the Cen-
tral Government, if they could have been brought into play,
would have done much towards facilitating the removal of
the outstanding obstacle at present in India's path. The
Governor-General has made it clear that he is not deterred
by his present failure in hoping for a reconsideration by the
parties interested, and His Magesty's Government warmly
approve the readiness which he has expressed to be of such
service as he can whenever an opportunity offers,

END THE GAME OF SEESAW
(By Mahatma Gandhi)
8 Nov.

I have read with respectful attention His Excellency the
Viceroy's broadcast and his introductory remarks on the cor-
respondence between himself and Shri Rajendra, Prasad and
Jinnah Saheb released by His Excellency, J welcome His
Excellency's refusal to accept defeat and his determination to
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solve what seams to have become insoluble. | share to the
fullest extent His Excellency's anxiety to reach a solution.
Without, therefore, waiting for the Congress reaction to
these two declarations and purely for the sake of assisting the
common cause, | would like to sugges that no solution is
possible unless an acceptable declaration of war aims about
India is forthcoming. The pronouncements hitherto made,
whether here or in Great Britain, are after the old style,
suspected and discredited by freedom-loving India. If Imperi-
alism isdead, there must be a clear break with the past.
Language suited to the new era has to be used.  If the time
has not yet come for the acceptance of this fundamental truth,
| would urge that further effort at reaching a solution should
be suspended. In this connection | would remind British
statesmen that what is wanted is a declaration of Britain's
intention regarding her Indian policy irrespective of India's
wishes. A slave-holder, who has decided to abolish slavery,
does not consult his slaves whether they desire freedom or not.

Once a declaration to free India from bondage, not in
stages but at once is made, an interim solution will be found
to be easy. Protection of rightsof minoritieswill then become
simple. The game of seesaw will cease.  The minorities are
entitled to protection, not in stages but to the fallest extent
and in one single step.  No charter of freedom will be worth
looking at which does not ensure the same measure
of freedom for the minorities as for the majority. The
minorities will be full-fledged partners in the framing off
the constitution. How that can be attained will depend upon
the wisdom of the representatives charged with the sacred
duty of preparing the constitution. Britain has hitherto held
power—this is inevitable in any system of imperialism—by
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playing the minorities against the so-called majority and has
thus made an agreed solution among the component parts
well-nigh impossible. Theburden of findinga formula for the
protection of minorities should bethrown on the parties them-
sves. So long as Britain condders it her misson to bear

this burden, so long will she continue to fed the necessty of

holding India asa dependency. And patriots impatient for

deliverance will fight, non-violently if | can guide them and
violently if | fail and perish in the attempt. God's curse of

war, | had hoped and still hope, would be turned into a bles

sing by Britain realising that the one thing needful for her
to justify and hasten the end of this war was tofree a great
and ancient country like Indiafrom her yoke.

Believing as| do in the Viceroy's sincerity, | would urge
fellow-workers not to lose patience. There can be no civil
resistance so long as, first, the Viceroy is exploring the poss-
bilities of a settlement, secondly , the Muslim League blocks
the way, and, thirdly, thereis indiscipline and disunity in
Congress ranks.

The second condition should not offend Muslim friends.
So long asthereis no workable arrangement with the Muslim’
League, civil ressance mug involve resgance againgt the*
League. No Congressman can be party toit. | observethat
my note in Harijan has shocked Jinnah Saheb. | am sorry
for it. But at this gage | would not defend mysdf. | do
not want to mar in any way the negotiations between him
and Pandit Nehru, which | hope will be resumed soon and
pray will lead to communal peace.

Since making the above statement | have read the report-
of the further statement of the Secretary of Statein the House
of Lords yesterday. It leaves the main position unchanged.
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HITLER ON INDIA
Munich, Nov. 8

Herr Hitler, in his speech on the anniversary of the
Munich Beer Hall putsch of 1923, said:—

"If Britain started granting her own empire full liberty by
restoring the freedom of India, we should have bowed before them.'*

INDIA IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
London, November 9

Mr.D; Kirkwood (Lab.) asked Sir Hugh O'Neill, Under-
Secretary of State for India, in the House of Commons,
"if with aview to securing the whole-hearted cooperation of
India with this country, he will immediately issue a pro-
nouncement that it is the Government's policy to grant res
ponsible self-government to India as soon as feasible, and
that the representatives of all the leading parties and com-
munities will immediately be invited to attend a conference
for the purpose of framing a constitution to embody full res
ponsible self-government."

Sir Hugh O'Neill replied that, as regards thefirst part of
the question, he would refer Mr. Kirkwood to the statement
made by the Governor-General on October 17, and the subse
quent observations thereon by Sir Samuel Hoare and Lord
Zetland respectively in both the Houses of Parliament.

As regards the second part of the question, Sir Hugh
said he could add nothing to the statement made by Lord
Zetland on November 6, the substance of which he had
repeated in the House of Commons.
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Tlrey | Have Faith in Parlimament

Madras, Nov. 10

R. Srinivasan, M. L. C, Presdent of the Madras
Provincial Scheduled Castes Federation:—

"The depressad dasses can rely only on a congtitution
planned under the auspices of Parliament; Soon after the war
broke out, | made it clear that even in my 80th year, after
toiling over half a century to uplift the depressed dasses | am
ready to fight and lay down my life for Great Britain. That
is also the attitude of my community expressed in public
meetings throughout India. Our experience of the last 50
years does not permit usto believe in the Congress demand
for a congitution framed through a constituent assembly.
Though' the Congress has now emphassed protection of
minority interests, as a signatory to the Poona Pact, | may
say that we do not attach any value to such assertions. We
are convinced that there is thewidest divergence between the
professons and practices of the Congress. The Depressed
Classestoday are emphatically of the view that only separate
electorates will really safeguard their interests. Mr. Jinnah,
in his recent gpeech at Bombay, has 'exposed the hollowness
of the Congress conception of democracy. Congress insstence
on the congtitution framed through a constituent assembly
must in no circumstances be met. That will be a sep
fraught with gravest danger to the Depressed Classes We
shall stoutly ress such a constitution being foisted on us,
Thereal Congressis neither a friend of the minority com-
munities nor of Great Britain. Let not Great Britain think
lightly of non-Congress India which forms the majority of
India."
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THE MAIN ISSUE

Nov. 14

The following message was cabled to The News Chronicle
(London) by Mahatma Gandhi:—

| observe that the main issue between Britain and India
is being confused in the British Press.  Does Britain intend
to recognise Indiaas an independent nation or mus India
remain Britain's dependency ? This question has not been
raised by the Congressto gain an advantage over Britain,
but to enable the people of India to decide how they should
behave during the world crisis. The issue thus becomes purely
moral for, owing to her material and military control of
India, Britain isableto regulate the Indian and British gar-
rison and drain India'swealth at her will. Eight provinces
out of eleven have said in emphatic language that they cannot
participate inthe war, if it does not mean, among other
things, India'scomplete freedom. All other isues are subor-
dinate. The quegtion of minoritiesis purey a domestic one
for the majority and the minoritiesto settle themsdves. The
proposed Constituent Assembly is the only body that can
evolve a proper and lasting solution.  Any other can only be
a make-shift carrying no popular sanction. To fling the
minorities quegtion in India's face is to confuse issues To
raise the question of the Princes is still more untenable. They
are part of the Paramount Power. It ispainful to think that
British statesmen do not so much as mention the millions of
people of the States. Have they no voice in their own govern*
ment ? Arethey to remain sxfs which they are, though
they aredragged into thewar ? No wonder Hen Hitler has
challenged the British Government to prove her sincerity by
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recognising India as a free nation. Whatever may be his
intention in issuing the challenge, it cannot be denied that it
is pertinent. Anyway, let the British public know that the
Congress demand is unequivocal and capable of being satisfied
if thereisthe will to shed Imperialism. The Working Com-
mittee meets on the 19th ingt. at Allahabad to consider the
next sep. There should be no misunderstanding, therefore,
about the issue.  If there isto be a fight between Britain and
the Congress, the world should know clearly what it is to
be for.

A New Order

In his message cabled on Nov. 15from Allahabad to a
public meeting in London under the auspices of the India
L eague, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru:—

"India holds fast today, as before, to democracy, freedom
and peace, and condemns all agresson. |f the war is for this,
then the Governments mug sate their aims clearly, agree to
and Fascism and Imperialism, support self-determination,
declare independence for India and act up to these declarations
Then all freedom-loving forces in the world will rally and
establish a new order. Indiacannot support the preservation
of Imperialism."

ALTERNATIVE MINISTRY IN ASSAM
Nov. 17

In the place of the Congress Ministry resgned, the
Governor of Assam has appointed another Cabinet with Sir
Muhammad Saadullaas Prime Minister.
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Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khans Brbadcast
L ondon, November 17

" Every section of Indian opinion is determined to sethat
the Nazis are beaten; there is no doubt about that it all
Indians have watched with anxiety, the expanson of Nazi
ambitions and the progressve development of the unpleasant
means by which they have chosen to achieve their ends. The
ideas of force, deceit and brutality, on which Nazi philosophy
is based, are the very antithesis of all that Indians hold in the
highest eteem. There is not the least doubt in their minds
that the time has come when a sop must be put to further
aggression. | have been sruck by the way in which
Indians of every type, even men who cannot read and writer
and whose lives are normally filled with local or personal pro-
blems, have shown how cdosdy interested they are in the
international situation. It was quite different in 1914. Re-
cruiting offices have been overwhelmed with offers of service,
not only from dases from whom the Army is normally
recruited, but from every dass, community and walk of life.
Both rich and poor have demonstrated their loyalty. Indians-
have, of course, their internal differencesregarding the future
of their country, but you mug realise that thee differences
are purely domestic, and do not affect the unity of all Indians-
in their didike aud distrust of Nazism. India's sympathy for
the Allies is complete aud her practical contribution to the
war effort, which isalready striking, will increase steadily as
theweeks and monthsgo by. Indians know that the war will
decide whether India's future is to be decided by men of my
coiintfyand yours in mutual cousultation, both guided by
political principleswhich we share, or by Hitler or principles
which we both detest.”
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GREENWOOD ON INDIA

London, Nov. 17

Mr. Arthur Greenwood, M. P., in a statement to Reuter
said that had he been able to attend the meeting in Conway
Hall, London, held under the auspices of thelndia League, at
which he was billed as the principal speaker, he would have
said:—

"itisvital that the people of India during thetime of a
world crisis should be enabled to shapetheir policy in cooper-
ation for the purpose of endingthe Nazi rule. Thisimplies
activeparticipation by organised opinion in Indian legislation
and administration. It is also essential that in addition to-
taking immediate steps, a declaration should be made pledging
Britain to fulfilment of self-government for India-"

WORKING COMMITTEE'S RESOLUTION
Allahabad, Nov. 23

The Working Committee of the Congress passed the
following resolution:—

The Working Committee have noted with pleasure the
response of the country to the policy enunciated by them
regarding the war in Europe and its repercussions in India,
This policy, based on numerous declarations of the Congress,
was laid down in a statement issued by the Committee on
September 14 and subsequent events have amply justified its-
wisdom and expedience. The course of the war and the policy
pursued by the British and French Governments, in particular
the declarations made on behalf. of the British Government
regarding I ndia, seem to demonstrate that the present war, like

13
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the World War of 1914-18, is being carried on for Imperialist
ends, and British Imperialismisto remain entrenched in I ndia.
With such a war and with this policy the Congress cannot
associate itself, and it cannot countenance the exploitation of
India's resources to this end.

The Working Committee's unequivocal demand was for
a declaration of war aims in regard to Democracy and | mperi-
alism and in particular, how these aims were going to be
applied to India. These aims could only be considered worthy,
if they included the elimination of Imperialism and the treat-
ment of India as an independent nation whose policy would be
guided in accordance with the wishes of her people. The an-
swer to this demand has been entirely unsatisfactory and an
attempt has been made on behalf of the British Government
to create misunderstandings and to befog the main and moral
issue. Injustification of thisrefusal to make a declaration in
terms of the Working Committee's resolution, communal pleas
have been advanced and the rights of the Minorities and of the
Princes pleaded as a barrier to India's freedom. The Commit-
tee wish to declare with all emphasis that no communal
econsiderations arise in meeting the demand of the Congress,
and the Minorities, whatever their other differences might be,
do not oppose India's right to freedom and independence. The
Princes are represented by, arid areemblems of, the Paramount
Power in India. In the end, it will be the people of Indian
States who will determine what part they will take in a free
I ndia, though the British Government have consistently ignored
their wishes in the matter which vitally affects them. In any
event, the wishes of those who may oppose India'sindependence
are, and must be, irrelevant to the declaration of the British
Government's intentions. The Committee can only interpret
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this attempt to avoid a statement of their war aims and Indian
freedom by taking shelter under irrelevant issues, as a desire
to maintain their Imperialist dominationin India in aliance
with the reactionary elements in the country.

The Congress has looked upon the war crisis and the
problems it raises as essentially a moral issue, and has not
sought to profit by it in any spirit of bargaining. The moral
and dominant issueof war aimsand India's freedom have to be
settled satisfactorily before any other subsidiary question can
be considered. In no event can the Congress accept respon-
sibility of the government, even in the transitional period,
without real power being given to popular representatives.
The Working Committee, therefore, approve of and endorse
the reply dated November 4, 1939, sent by the Congress Presi-
dent to the Viceroy.

The Committee wish to declare again that the recognition
of India's independence and the right of her people to frame their
constitution through a Constituent Assembly is essential in
order to remove the taint of Imperialism from Britain's policy
and to enable the Congress to consider further co-operation.
They hold that a Constituent Assembly is the only democra-
tic method of determining the constitution of afree country, and
no one, who believes in democracy and freedom, can possibly
take exception to it. The Working Committee believe too
that the Constituent Assembly alone is the adequate instru-
ment for solving the communal and other difficulties. This,
however, doesnot mean that the Working Committee will relax
their efforts for arriving at a solution of the communal pro-
blem. This Assembly can frame a Constitution in which the
rights of accepted Minorities would be protected to their satis-
faction, and in the event of some matters relating to Minority
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rights not being mutually agreed to, they can be referred to
arbitration. The Constituent Assembly should be elected on
the basis of adult suffrage, the existing separate electorates being
retained for such Minorities as desre them. The number of
these members in the Assembly should reflect their numerical
strength.

The declarations, made on behalf of the British Govern-
ment being inadeguate, have compelled the Congress to disso-
ciate itself from British policy and war efforts, and, as a first
step in non-co-operation, to bring about the resignation of
all the Congress Governments in the Provinces. That policy
of non-co-operation continues and must continue unless the
British Government revises itspolicy and accepts the Congress-
contention. The Working Committe would, however, remind
Congressmen that it is inherent in every form of satyagraha
that no effort is spared to achieve an honourable settlement
with the opponent. While a satyagrahi is ever ready for a
non-violent fight, if it has to come, he never relaxes his effort
for peace and always works for its attainment.

The Working Committee will, therefore,
continue to explore the means of arriving at
an honourable settlement, even though the
British Government has banged the door , in
the face of the Congress.

The Committee must, however, resst by the non-violent
methods of the Congress, all attempts to coerce the people of

India along paths which are not of their choice and every*
thing that is against the dignity and freedom of India.

The Working Committee appreciate and express pleasure
at the readiness exhibited by Congressmen for the laun
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ching of civil disobedience, should this become necessary. But
civil disobedience requires the same strict discipline as an
army organised for armed conflict. The army is helpless
unless it possessss its weapons of destruction and knows how
to use them ; so also an army of non-violent soldiersis ineffec-
tive unless it understands and possesses the essentials of non-
violence. The Working Committee desire to make it clear
that the true test of preparedness for civil disobedience lies in
Congressmen themselves spinning and promoting the cause of
khadi to the exclusion of mill cloth, and deeming it their duty
to establish harmony between communities by personal acts of
service to those other than members of their own community,
and individual Hindu Congressmen seeking occasion for
fraternising with the Harijans as often as possible.

Congress organisations and Congressmen should, therefore,
prepare for future action by promoting this programme. They
should explain to the people the message and policy of the
Congress and implications of the Constituent Assembly, which
is the crux of the Congress programme for the future.

ANGLO-INDIANS' ATTITUDE

Calcutta, December 1

Presiding over the annual General Meeting of the All-
India Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European Association,
Sir Henry Gidney made an appeal to the members to stand
loyally by the British Empire regardless of whatever may be
in store for their community. He emphasised the justice of
the cause for which Great Britain had entered the war, in
which not only were the interests of the Allies and Great
Britain at stake but also the welfare, peace and prosperity of



1%

their own motherland, India. Therefore, as true citizens of
India, and loyal subjects of His Majesty, it was their duty to
place every ounce of their energy at the disposa of the
Empire.

Sir Henry regretted the absence of any realisation by
Congress leaders of the vital part played by the Anglo-Indian
community in the life of this great country. Congress lead-
esdid not admit of their existence, even as a minority.
"They refuse to study our needs," he continued "whilethey are
prepared to enjoy the protection afforded by our Volunteer
services in the Auxiliary Force (India). If this is what
Dominion Status will mean to us, all | can say is: God help
us. Mr. Gandhi recently stated that no community in India
needed help except the depressed classes, who were the only
minority. | wonder if any well-informed person in India could
honestly say that he was not aware of the apprehension of the
Anglo-Indian community in an independent I ndia and without
the safeguards adumbrated in the Government of India Act
of 1935. Let those, who claim self-determation from Great
Britain, declare their preparedness to sacrifice something in
order to ensure the bread and butter of others who cannot
help themselves except by serving others. When this spirit
of compromise is in evidence and in practice, | have no doubt
that the Anglo-Indianswill join hands with others in the
attainment of the goal, that is Dominion Status for India, only
as a partner in the British Commonwealth of Nations. But
under no circumstances could they or would they agree to the
proposition that they must surrender their birthright, their
loyalty to Great Britain, their family traditions, their standard
of living and their mode of life, the maintenance of which
in turn depends on their protected existence in the economic
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sphere.  If the new order of things should demand the surren-
der of these, they might yet become the Ulster of India."
Criticising the Congress policy with regard to the war as
a bargaining attitude, Sir Henry said:
"We condemn any attempt to place a price on our
support to the Alies and give our wholehearted support in
all waysunconditionally."

IMPERIALISM NOT DEAD
Dec. 4

The following statement was cabled to The News:
Chronicle by Gandhiji:

Mr. Chamberlain isreported to have said, " | f imperialismi
means the assertion of racial superiority, suppression of poli-
tical and economic freedom of other people, the exploitation
of the resources of other countries for the benefit of an im-
perialist country, then | say these are not the characteristics
of this country." This ispleasing to the ear but does not
sgquare with facts. The policy adopted in Kenya, the clove
business in Zanzibar, the Ottawa Pact, not to speak of the
Dominions which exploit the so-called uncivilised races of the
earth, do not show as if the imperial spirit was dead. Coming
nearer home, is the Paramountcy over Indian Princes consis-
tent with even elementary democracy, let alone desth* of
imperialism ? Princes are made and unmade not for India's
good. Millionsof Indians remain under undiluted autocracy
by reason of the Paramountcy.

Also | fail to se why Britain's intention about India
should be dependent upon Muslim, Hindu or any other opinion.
The only opinion that countsis India's opinion, not even the
Congress opinion. India's opinion can only be ascertained by
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the free vote of her people. The only true and democratic
method is to ascertain their will through adult suffrage or any
agreed equivalent. So far as the Congress is concerned, the
people of Princes' India should be represented precisely on the
same footing as those of British India. The Muslims and
other accepted minorities may be represented by separate
electorate, if necessary, and in the exact proportion of their
numbers. They will determine what is required for their pro-
tection. In all matters of common interest a composite
majority decision should prevail. |f a better way than a Con-
stituent Assembly can be found for knowing the will of the
people, 0 far as | know, the Congress will accept it without
hesitation. Neither the size of the country nor the illiteracy
of the masses should be a bar against adult suffrage. The
election campaign will itself be sufficient education for the
purpose of broadly knowing the popular will.

The declaration of British policy about Indiais a purely
moral issue, for freedom-loving India has neither the will nor
the capacity to resort to armed revolt. Nevertheless, it is her
right to know Britain's will about her. | am aware that
Britain can impress men and money from Indiatreated as her
dependency, but she can get moral weight on her side only
from an India conscious of her freedom. | am anxious, as a
friend of Britain bound by many personal ties, that she should
come out victorious not because of her superiority in the use
of arms but because of her will to be just all along the line.
She will then have the true friendship and sympathy of mil-
lions of people all over the world, who have become sick of
the wanton waste of precious life and of the palpable lies
disseminated to sustain greed and hunger for dominion.

Segaon, 4 Dec. 39
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The "Times' on
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

London, December 5

The Times, in an editorial article on itsIndian corres-
pondent's analysis of the implications of the Congress demand
for a British declaration on war aimsin relation to India,
says that the demand has raised graver issues than appears to
have been appreciated among the left wing elements in both
countrieswho are inclined to sweep away practical difficulties
as having no bearing on the main question, the future Con-
stitutional status of India.

To ignore the difficulties does not make the situation
any the better in India, and some effort must still be made to
overcome them so that all sections of Indian opinion may be
associated with the people of this country inthe more important
task of winning the war. The Congressitself condemns Nazism,
and Mr. Gandhi reflected the genera Indian people when he
indicated that his own sympathies were, for humanitarian
reasons, on the side of Britain and France.

Unhappily, the extreme elements in India have greatly
lessened the international value of Mr. Gandhi's attitude by
demanding from British Government animmediate declaration
on India's future constitutional status. The latter has long
been clearly and authoritatively proclaimed as Dominion
Status, but its latest reiteration by the Viceroy did not satisfy
the Congress. The assertion is made that the British autho-
rities, in pointing to communal and other difficulties, have
confused the issues and made the difficulties an excuse for with-
holding constitutional advance, but real confusion liesin this
assertion.
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Constitutional experts all agree that Dominion Status
cannot be "conferred" upon the people but exists automatically
when certain required conditions are present. When the
various political elmentsin India have agreed on the kind of
constitution under which they are prepared to live, the country
will have secured Dominion Status for the simple reason that
the British Government will have neither Jhe power nor the
xiesire to resist or rgect the demand.

The argument that the existence of the minorities in
Canada and South Africa had not prevented the attainment
of Dominion Status is true enough, but the minorities in both
the countrieswere satisfied with their constitutionsand content
to live under them. The minorities in India have yet to be
satisfied of the conditions under which they are expected to
live in future.

Moreover, Congress leaders have not admitted frankly that
they accept Dominion Status as the goal. Their recent policy
has taken the form of a demand for independence which will
give the Indian people the right to frame their own constitu-
tion by means of a Constituent Assembly. The convening of
such an Assembly now, or even after the war, could only prove
to the world the extent of Indian political disunity, and many
hold that an attempt to solve the communal problem on the
simple majority basiswould split India from top to bottom,
perhapsirretrievably.

Congress leaders should, therefore, frame their demand to
meet actual conditions and show some willingness to accept a
position which calls for the reservation of defence, external
affairs and some other matters which will qualify complete
independence and should, in consultation with the minorities,.
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find some basis of agreement that will bring into existence the*
environment calculated to make Dominion Status a practical
possibility.

On the long view, British policy has aready produced
definite tangible results. Until ordered out by higher com-
mand, the Congress supplied Ministries in eight provinces.
That very fact intensified communal bitterness, and it is
illogical for the Congress leaders to assumethat even greater
extension of majority rule could be likely to lessen communa-
lism in the future. Proposals for a constitutional advance,
based in the first instance on agreement among the commu-
nities and then with Princes would amost certainly have
smooth passage through Parliament which, backed by public
opinion, is definitely pledged to assist Indiato attain the full'
status awaiting her within the British Commonwealth.

BENGAL LEGISLATURE
Wholehearted Support
Dec. 14

The Bengal Legislative Council by 35 votes to 12 passed
the following Resolution:—

"This Council is of the opinion that wholehearted help
and support should be given to the British Government in the
prosecution of the war against the German menace.

"The Council further approves the policy of the Bengal
Government towards the present international crisis in con-
demning the Nazi aggression, and declares its determination
to resist this aggresson and to protect the security and
honour of the Province of Bengal and Indiawith all available
resources of the Province.
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"1t further desires that it should be forthwith made abso.
lutely clear that the Constitution of India shall be examined
de novo at the end of the war with a view to the immediate
attainment of the objective of Dominion Status with effective
protection of the due rights of the minorities and other sections
in consultation with and agreement of all parties and com-
munities concerned."

A resolution on the same lines was passed by the Bengal
Legislative Assembly on Dec. 18 by 142 against 82 votes.

INDIAIN THE HOUSE OF LORDS

MINORITIES MUST BE SAFEGUARDED
Dec. 14

Marquis of Zetland made a statement in the House of
Lords, in the course of which he said :—

Since | last addressed your Lordships on the matter,
there has been a further meeting of the Working Committee
. of the Congress and a further statement of their position.
There is a sentence contained in it which | warmly welcome;
it runs as follows: 'It is inherent in every form of satyagraha-
that is to say passive resistance-'that no effort is spared to
. achieve an honourable settlement with an opponent.”  That |
need hardly say is what we ourselves most earnestly desire.

What then, you may ask, stands in the way ? Not
the least of the obstacles is the difference of opinion between
the Congress and the Muslim League as to the relations of the
Congress and what, for want of a better term, are described
.compendiously as minorities. The nature of this difference is
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well illustrated by another sentence in the most recent state
ment by the Congress Working Committee, which runs as
follows: 'The Committeewish to declare. ... .| that no com-
munal considerations arise in meeting the demands of the
Congress. | am sure they are sincere in holding that belief;
nevertheless, it is one which His Majesty's Government are
unable to share.

In their view, no constitution could be expected to'
function successfully which did not meet with the genera
assent of the minorities who had to live under it. | am not,
of course, in any way, intending to minimise the importance
of such sections of the population as the Scheduled Castes, or
indeed, of any other minority, when| say that by far the
most important of the so-called minority communities are the
Muslims. | am well aware that | need hardly say that there
are Muslims to be found in the ranks of the Congress; yet the
fact remains that of the 482 Muslims elected to the Lower
Chambers of the Provincial Legislatures at the last general
election only 26 stood as Congressmen, ‘and Mr. Gandhi  him-
sdf has stated that the All-IndiaMuslim League isundoubtedly
the largest organisation representing Muslims, though he also'
speaks of Muslim bodies which deny its claim to represent
them.

There is a further consideration to be borne in mind.
We speak of Muslims as a minority, because, on a purely
arithmetical basis, they are less in number than Hindus. But
they are a community of from eighty to ninety million with
race memories of days when, for 200 years, the Moghul
Dynasty ruled over a greater part of the Indian sub-continent,
They have behind them atradition of military service which
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persists to thisday, and is exemplified by the high proportion
of the Indian Army which they fill. | have recalled these facts
becausethey make it clear that the minorities of Europe pre-
sent us with no full analogy and, God knows, the minorities
.of Europe have been a source of sufficient trouble in the world
of today.

| observe that Mr. Gandhi himself in his paper Harijan

of November 25 speaks of summoning a Constituent Assembly
subject to safeguards to the satisfaction of minorities' and he

goesontosay : 'The expression-satisfaction of minorities-
may be regarded as vague. It can be defined beforehand by
agreement.” We too regard it as essential for constitutional
advance, by whatever means advance is to be obtained, that
assent of the minorities should be secured as far as is possible
by agreement. But it is not within our power to impose an
agreement upon them ; that can only be reached by Indians
themselves. It was with a view to promoting discussion with
a view to reaching agreement on safeguards for all minorities
between leaders of the Congress and of the All-India Muslim
League that they were invited by theViceroy, not long since

(Nov. 1) to meet one another.
* * *

| am convinced that so long as the legislatures are
divided on communal rather than on political lines, so long
-will serious difficulty be experienced in the working of demo-
cratic institutionswith success. What we havetoaim at is
a state of affairs under which the legislator will think of him-
ref as an-Indian first and as Hindu or Muslim afterwards.
When that has been achieved, the greatest stumbling block
in the way of India's progress will have been removed.
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There are of course, other matters which have to be
taken into account. There is the defence of India, our obliga-
tions to the Princes, and the position which our own people
have built up in India by theenterprise of generations, to
mention only some of them. But the supreme problem of the
moment is that of minorities, and it is for this reason that |
confined myself to it this afternoon.

LORD SAMUEL

Lord Samuel commenting upon Lord Zetland's statement
said he had previously expressed the view that while the Con-
gress case was a very strong one, he thought they would have
taken the wiser course if they had endeavoured to secure a
settlement with the Muslims by friendly negotiation rather
than by forcing the issue. He endorsed L ord Zetland's appeal
that the two parties should call a truce and endeavour to
arriveat afriendly settlement and end these grave difficulties.
Lord Samuel ceatimied :—

"1t isoften said in India that it is the secret policy of
Great Britain to foment these religious differences in pursu-
ance of the maxim of divide and rule. That, | am certain, is
not true, and the opinion expressed by Lord Zetland today
that he would welcome nothing with greater satisfaction than
.a settlement of these differences is a view which | am sure is
held generally in this country. It isan unhealthy state of
things that political divisions should follow religious lines.
A combination of the two imperil the working of democracy,
and if it is possible for a truce to be called, | am sure it would
be a step to end the present deadlock that would be most wel-
come to every political party in,thiscountry."
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Dec. 15

Speaking at the India-England Luncheon, under the
Chairmanship d- Mr. G, S. Dar a, L ord Samuel observed:

"Weare at thismoment at a crissin the civilisation d"
Europe and the whole world. There are two conflicting,
philosophies at grips and if the cause for which we stand,
that of liberty and the care of justice and liberty, be defeated.,.
It will be calamitous for the whole of mankind. Why should
theburden of thisconflict beleft toBritain and France, when all
progressive minded countriesareconcerned in it, and rightfully
should takeuparmsin it ? Indian public opinion is opposad
to Hitlerism and it isdeeply to beregretted that the impresson-
should be given to the wholeworld that the members of the
British Commonwealth arenot united.”

VICEROYS DELIBERATE SILENCE
Calcutta, December, 18

The Viceroy opened the Annual meeting of the Associa-
ted Chambers of Commerce. He dealt with many questions
including thecrisisin the international sphere and his failure
to bring parties and communitiesin I ndia together on a bass
that would admit of harmonious cooperation and progress.
With reference to the burning question of theday viz.- the
demand of the Congress His Excellency said :—

"There are times when dlence about consti-
tutional developments is better than speech and
in my judgment this is one of them.'
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AMERICAN STAND
New York, Dec. 21

The Government of New York State have decided to
impose a 'moral embargo' on the sale of plans, plants, manu-
facturing rights and technical information necessary for the
manufacture of high quality aviation spirit to countries engaged
in unprovoked aerial bombing or machinegunning of civilians.
The countries affected are not named but Germany is possibly
one of them, (vide pp. 175-7)

TUFKEY'S STAND WITH BRITAIN
London, Dec. 21

At the Overseas League Meeting, at which the French
and Turkish Ambassadors were the principal guests Sir
Firozkhan Noon, High Commissoner for India, spoke at the
special invitation of Lord Willingdon. He declared that it
was very important that the leading Muslim nation should be
in amity with Britain and France. All the Mudims of the
British Empire were at one in the pleasure that Turkey should
have entered into alliance with Britain and France. He
asked whether the people of Britain quite realissed how much
that meant to the Muslim world throughout the Empire*
(vide page 129 supra).

SOLUTION IN INDIA
Karachi Dec. 22
Sir M. Zafrullah Khan, who returned by air from Europe,
arrived at Karachi and said :—

Britain is very keen on settling the Indian quegtion along
reasonable lines, but the trouble is here and the solution
has to take place here.

14
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WORKING COMMITTEE'S RESOLUTION
Wardha, Dec. 22

The Working Committee of the Congress after three days'
deliberation passed the following Resolution :—

The Working Committee have studied with regret the
recent pronouncement of the Secretary of State. His reference
to the communal question merely clouds the issue and takes
the public mind off the central fact that the British have
failed to define their war aims especially with regard to India's
freedom. In the opinion of the Working Committee, the
communal question will never be satisfactorily solved so long
as the different parties are tolook to a third party, through
whose favour they expect to gain specia privileges even
though it may be at the expense of the nation. Therule of a
foreign power over a people involves a division among the
elements composing it. The Congress has never conceaed
from itself the necessity of uniting the various divisions. Itis
the one organisation which, in order to maintain its national
character, has consistently tried, not always without success,
to bring about unity. The Working Committee are convinced
that lasting unity will only come when foreign rule is com-
pletely withdrawn. Events that have happened since the last
meeting of the Committee have confirmed this opinion. The
Working Committee are aware that the independence of India
cannot be maintained if there are warring elements within the
country. The»Committee are, therefore, entitled to read in the
British Government's raising the communal question as reluc-
tance to part with'featar.

The constituent assembly as proposed by the Congress is
the only way to attain a final settlement of the communal
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qguestion. The proposal contemplates the fullest representation
of all communities, with separate electorates where necessary.
It has already been made clear on behalf of the Congress that
minority rights will be protected to the satisfaction of the
minorities concerned, differences, if any, being referred to an
impartial tribunal.

Congressmen by now realise that independence is not to
be won without very hard work. Sincethe Congress ispledged
to non-violence, the final sanction behind it iscivil resistance

which is but a part of satyagraha. Satyagraha means good
will to all, especially towards opponents. Therefore, it is the
duty of individual Congressmen to promote and seek good-will.
Suceess of the programme of khaddar, as an accepted symbol
of non-violence, harmony and economic independence, is
indispensable. The Working Committee, therefore, hopethat
all Congress organisations will, by a vigorous prosecution
of the constructive programme, prove themselvesfit to takeup
the call, when it comes

INDEPENDENCE

By Mahattna Gandhi
From a correspondent'sletter | takethe following extract:
"While you ask for India's Independence you promise
nothingin return. Don't you think a promise of active partner-
ship would show a spirit of reciprocity and may well be given ?
Co-operation and interdependence isthe law of life. Indiaisin
no position even if it gets Independence, to be able to retain it.
In Anglo-Indian partnershipisour best hope, and a' Congtituent
Assembly' on awide franchise will only make confuson worse*
confounded. Thiswork can only berightly done by a few wise
men."
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In thefirst place the Congress has not asked for I ndepen-
dence. It has asked for a declaration of Britain's war aims.
Secondly, Independence, when it comes, will come because
Indiaisripefor it. Therefore there can be no consideration
to be given for it. This, however, does not mean a frog in the
well status. There may or may not be an alliance with
Britain. My hope isthat therewill be. Solongas| have a
share in the attainment of Independence, it will be through
non-violent means and, therefore, aresult of an honourable
treaty or settlement with Britain.

| mug dissnt from the correpondent's view that
"India is in no postion, even if it gets Independence, to be
abletoretain it." Thisissurdy a contradiction in terms
The correspondent hasinvolved himsdf in it because he thinks
that Independence can be a gift from someone. Indiawill never
have it until it is able to keep it against the wholeworld. The
alliance with Britain will be not for India's protection but for
mutual benefit. So long as she needs Britain's protection for
whatever cause, her statuswill be lessthan Independence. W e
e the mockery of it goingon in Europe today among the
small nations. Their Independence is on the sufferance of
big nations. | attach little importance to such Independence.
So long as the basis of society is force, smaller nations must
hold their satus on sufferance. | should not be interested
in Indiabeing in such a postion. And Indiaisnot a small
nation. | would far rather have India engaged indefinitely
in a non-violent fight for gaining her Independence than.
be satisfied with anything less as Le goal. She can.
settle down to peace only when she has Independence
which she can hold against any combination. This is
possble only on a non-violent bass. It may be far off. It
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may not be realised in my lifetime. It may even take genera-
tions. | have patience enough to wait. Joy liesin the fight,
in the attempt, in the suffering involved, not in the victory
itself. For, victory isimplied in such an attempt.

| s no difficulty in a Constituent Assembly elected on a
wide franchise. But | do in an Assembly of wise men.
Where are they ?  Who will certify to their wisdom ?

—Harijan of December 23

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
Dec. 23

Sir Maurice Gwyer, Chief Justice of the Federal Court of
India who is aso Vice-Chancellor of the Delhi University,
delivered the Convocation Address, in the course of which he
dealt with the question of a Constituent Assembly. He said
that constituent assemblies elected on a wide franchise,
which had sought to combine the securing of unity among
diverse elements with thewriting of the new constitution itself'
had not always had a happy result. Referring to the consti-
luent assemblies after the French Revolution, the German
National Assembly at Frankfurt and the Russian Constituent
Assembly, he said the French National Assembly did indeed
produce a constitution on paper, but it failled and was suc-
ceeded by a dictatorship, because, intoxicated with theory, it
ook no account of realities.

By way of contrast it was profitable to look at the pro-
cedure adopted for the purpose of bringing into existence the
constitutions of Canada, Australia and South Africa. In
each of the three cases the body which hammered out the
scheme consisted of a very small number of delegates, and
though there were difficultiesto be overcome, there was no
organised volume of opinion which either refused to co-operate
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or which recorded itsdissent from the scheme ultimately adop-
ted. Inabody of deegates like this, men came to know
one another better, to appreciate the strong points of another's
cae and to redlise the weaker points of their own*
The impact of mind upon mind had its effect, and
after some time (such was the experience of those who
had taken part in transactions of this kind) a sort
of corporate sense was born, out of which there might
emerge, if not acommon will, at least a common desire to
produce results. Thisdid not always or necessarilly happen,
but it could and did happen, for it was impossible for a body
of men to labour together with a .common object for any
considerable period of time, without asperities becoming soft-
ened, misunderstandings lessened and mutual respect engen-
dered. He drew attention to all these matters because it
seemed to him that they deserved to be studied and considered
by those whose natural and reasonable desire it was that an
I ndian constitution should receive an imprimatur from I ndians
themselves. It was not the making of the constitution itself
which necessarily produced agreement. No agreement of any
kind was possible without personal contacts, and certainly
was not to be achieved by along-range artillery duel. Con-
stitution-making was a laborious affair which required infinite
pains and patience, if lasting results were to be achieved.

Sir Maurice Gwyer pleaded for anew approach to anintra-
ctable problem and for that touch of imagination which could
transform awhole situation as by the wand of amagician. The
agreement for which he pleaded was not the facile arrange-
ment which could always be secured by one party conceding
all the claims of the other; not a mechanical compromise, with
the ambiguousformula which each party hoped to interpret to
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its own advantage; but a union of hearts, an agreement free
from illusion, based upon realities and upon mutual confidence
and trust. On these foundations, and upon no others, could
great States be built.

It might be, concluded Sir Maurice, that the unique and
complex problems of Indian Government would be found to
reguire a new technique, or perhaps a new application] of old
principles. But why should a suggestion be either rejected at
first sight or insisted upon as the only panacea? In God'sname,
let all suggestions be examined and discussed. Was misunder-
standing to continue to breed misunderstanding, and were
motives alwaysto be suspect? And, at the end of it all, was
India to be confronted with the spectre conjured up by a
poet's imagination—the spectre which cried :

"Look in my face; my name is might-have-been;

| am also called no-more, too-late, farewell."

CRIPPS DN SOCIALISM
Calcutta, December 24

Sir Stafford Cripps, K.C., M. P., in the course of his cold
weather tour of Indiawas at Calcutta on Dec. 24 and in
reply to journalists said that a considerable change in
English opinion regarding India had taken place, and they
had now become convinced of the need to grant self-govern-
ment to this country. Even those known to be conservatives
and reactionaries were beginning to appreciate the problem
and the majority in the House of Commons werein favour
today of granting self-government to India immediately after
the war. The first step in the solution of the communal
problem and in forwarding the cause of socialism wasto attain
freedom. He added that there was no likelihood of a Popular
Front Government in Britain so long as the war lasted.



214

RUSSO-GERMAN ENTENTE
Moscow, December 25
M. Stalin replied to greetings received on his 60th birth-
day. To Herr Hitler:

"l request you to accept my gratitude for your congra-
tulations and my thanks for your good wishes to the
peoples of the Soviet Union."

To Herr von Ribbentrop :

"The friendship between the peoples of Germany and
the Soviet has been cemented by blood and r?%s every
reason to be lasting and firm."

SARDAR VALLABBHAI
Bombay, Dec. 26

Addressing the Congress Party in the Bombay Legisla-
ture, Sardar Vallabbhai Patel said :—

Congress is not going back to office until it can wield
the real power of governance in a free India, In the very
nature of things British Imperialism cannot last long. When
the war started, Gandhiji declared his sympathy with Britain.
Pledged as we were to freedom, we could not have any sym-
pathy for Nazism, though it must be confessed that it was the
humiliating Treaty of Versailles, which the Britishers and
their friends imposed upon Germany, that was responsible for
Nazism. However, Gandhiji made it clear that the Congress
did not agree with him on this question. The Congress had
bitter memories of the last great war.

Indian Troops in France
London, Dec. 27
The first contingent of Indian troops disembarked at a
French Port. It consisted entirely of Muslims.



PART VIII
WAR AND PEACE AIMS

Uov. 26. Mr. Chamberlain in his broadcast said:

"Our war aim is to defeat the enemy—not merely the
senemy's military forces but also his aggressve and bullying
.mentality.

"Our peace aims would be to establish a new Europe, not
in the sense of redrawing the map according to the ideas of
victors, but a Europe with a new spirit, in which the nations
of Europe would approach their difficulties with goodwill and
mutual toleration. This would take many years, and some
machinery would be needed capable of guiding the develop-
ment of the new Europe in the right direction "

Nov. 28. Mr. Chamberlain in the House of Commons.—

"What we say is that, first of all, we must put an end to
this menace under which Europe has lain for so many years.
If we could really do that, if confidence could be established
throughout Europe, then, whilst I am not excluding the
necessty of dealing with other parts of the world, still we fed
that Europe isthe key to the situation and if Europe could
be settled, the rest of the world would not prove so difficult a
problem.
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"Mr. Atlee said that Imperialism must be abandoned,
but he did not say what country he had, in mind as practising
Imperialism today. If Imperialism means the assertion
of racial superiority, suppression of the political and economic
freedom of other peoples, the exploitation of the resources of
other countries for the benefit of the Imperialist country, then
| say that these are not the characteristics of this country...
Whatever might have been the case in the past, the British
have no thought of treating the British Empire on the lines
| described.”

The edier pronouncements of the King, the Prime
Minister and the Foreign Secretary werethe following:—

Sept. 20. in the House of Commons Mr. Chamberlain:—

"Britain's general purpose in this struggle is to redeem
Europe from the perpetually recurring fear of German
aggression and to enable the peoples of Europe to preserve
their liberties and independence.”

Nov. 7. IntheHouseof Lords, Lord Halifax:—

"We have learned that there can be no opportunity for
Europe to cultivate the arts of peace until Germany is brought
to realise that recurrent acts of aggression will not be tolerated.
It must accordingly be our resolve not only to protect the
future from a repetition of the same injuries that German
aggression has inflicted on Europe in the last few years, but
also so far as we can, to repair the damage successively
wrought by Germany upon her weaker neighbours...We are
determined, so far as it is humanly possible, to se to it that
Europe shall not again be subjected to a repetition of this
tragedy."
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November 12. HisMajesty King George VI replying to the
Monarchs of Belgium and Holland :—

'The larger purposes, for which my peoples are now fighting,
are to secure that Europe is redeemed, in the words of the Prime"
Minister, from the perpetually recurring fear of German aggression
to enable the peoples of Europe to preserve their independence and
liberties' and to prevent the resort to force instead of pacific means
for the settlement of international disputes.”

December 5. Lord Halifax in the House of Lords:—

"We desire to redeem the peoples of Europe from the
constant fear of German aggression and safeguard our own
freedom and security.”

Nov. 28. Major Atlee in the House of Commons. —

"That aggressive spirit was not confined to Germany.
The problem of peace is not acontinental one; least of alf
should they look at it from a narrow European angle."

Oct. 18. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru pointed out that the
‘better international system' to which Mr. Chamberlainreferred
"relates to peoples of Europe and not to Asia or Africa
India continues where she is. The colonies remain where they
are. Imperialism is still meant to flourish."

Nov. 11, H. N. Brailsford:—

The Labour movement should without delay state its
terms. Some test we must choose. For me, it will be India
...How shall we look if we deny democracy to India, while
we boast that we are fighting to win it for Germany ?'
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Nov. 28. The united Provinces Political Conference presided
.over by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, passed the following
Resolution:—

"This Conference is of opinion that the events of the
last few weeks have made it clear that the war in Europe is
being waged for imperialist aims and purposes, and thus the
Congress demand that the war and peace aims should be dec-
lared, especially so far asthey are applicable to India, isfully
justified.”

October 24. Mahatma Gandhi:—

"My attempt and my prayer are and will be for an
honourable peace between the belligerent nations in the least
possible time. | had nursed the hope that there would be an
honourable peace and partnership between Britain and India,
and that | might be able to play a humble part in finding a
way out of the awful carnage that is disgracing humanity and
making life itself a burden. But God had willed it otherwise."

December 16. Mahatma Gandhi in Harijan :—

"l observe that British statesmen have now begun to
confine the war aims to the freedom of European nations
Unless the war comes to an abrupt end, they will find it
necessary to go back to the original aim of saving the world
for democracy.”

December 20. L ord Chatfield, Minister for the Co-ordination
.of Defence, in a broadcast:—

"We have a cause to bring us all together—the inspiration
to create a better Europe.”
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NEXT STEP IN INDIA

Mahatma Gandhi:—

"1 hold the opinion strongly that whilst by their own
action the British Government have made it impossible for
the Congress to co-operate with them in the prosecution of
the war, the Congress must not embarrass them in its
prosecution."” Harijan, Nov. 3

"The position that is about to face the country is that of
the British Government, in alliance with the so called mino-
rities, arrayed againt the Congress singlehanded. Civil
Disobedience against this combination is a contradiction
in terms. 1t would not even be civil war; it would be
criminal war." A. P. Message, Nov. 5

"Civil Disobedience is by no means the next inevitable
forward step." Harijan, Nov. 18

"l see no immediate prospect of declaring civil disobe-
dience. There can be no civil disobedience for the sake of
embarassing Great Britain." Harijan, Dec. 2

"l am a general, but a taskmaster as well. Hence 1
appeal to you for complete devotion to the constructive
programme before the signal for afight isgiven." —Dec. 28

November 7. Congress President.—

Dr. Rajendra Prasad addressed a meeting of the Bihar'
Provincial Congress Committee when he said that non-co-
operation had already been declared with the resignation of
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the Congress Ministries. The question now was about the
-starting of the civil disobedience movement. The Congress
had not yet decided when it would start the movement, but
the first requisite for that movement was that Congressmen
-should be perfectly non-violent. Comparing the position now
with that when the previous civil disobedience movements were
launched, Dr. Prasad said that during the two previous move-
ments, the Muslim population offered little opposition to the
Congress. Today, however, when minor differences led to com-
munal clashes, it wasnot unnatural that serious communal riots
-should break out on political issues, and that was the reason
why the Congress was taking time to declare civil disobe-
dience. But, if it was at all declared, then it must be seen
that the communal question did not step in any form in
;the struggle.  The Muslim population should be shown that
the Congress was as much theirs as anybody else's.

.Dec. 14. Pandit Jawaharlal =—

Addressing a public meeting in Bombay Pandit Nehru
reviewed the situation which had ended in the resignation of
the Congress Ministries. When that step was taken six weeks
ago, he said, people expected thai either the Congress would
launch satyagraha or that the Government would launch an
attack onthe Congress. But nothing had so far happened.
Up to new Government had net taken any step that would
warrant the launching of satyagraha by the Congress.
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Area and Population of the Principal Countries

Countries AREA POPULATION

{including in 1000 Percent | in percent | per

dependencies) | '° k. | of world| mil- | ofworld | sq.

5Q. KM | orea lions |populationl km.
Barth 134,500 100°0| 2,139 10070 159
German 635 0'5 86 4'0] 1350

Empire
Poland 390 03 35 1'6] 893
Japan 1,584 1’5 137 64 691
China 10,362 77 437 2004 42'2
Holland 2,081 1's 75 35| 362
Spain 846 a6 25 1'2| 295
Turkey 763 06 16 08| 216
Egypt 994 07 16 08 160
British 34,946 260 525 24’6 150
Empire
U. S, A, 9,682 7'2 145 68 150
Italy 3,823 2’8 53 2’5 139
. Afghanistan 650 0’5 7 04 1078
Mexico -1,969 15 19 09 97
Belgium 2,422 1'8 23 1'1 94
Iran 1,644 r2 15 07 92
France 12,370 g2l 111 52 90
Soviet
Russia| 21,176 1570 171 80 81
Colombiz 1,162 09 g 04 80
Portugal 2,174 16 17 0’8 77
Chile 742 06 5 02 62
Peru 1,249 0'9 7 04 52
Brazil 8,511 63 42 20 50
Saudi 1,108 0’8 5 02 47
Arabia

Argentine 2,797 2'1 13 06 46
Venezuela 1,020 0’8 3 01 34
Bolivia 1,33 iof 3 01 2'4




222
OPEN A NEW CHAPTER

[culled from theHartjan.)

"Let them i. e. the British shed their exploitation policy
and their immoral gains first."

"How can anyone work for peace, who has not dis-
sociated himself from the Empire and all it means?'

"1f the British are fighting for the freedom of all, then
their representatives have to state in the clearest possible
terms that the freedom of India is necessarily included in the
war aims."

—Mahatma Gandhi®

"The British Empire in its present exclusive form, with
its Imperial preference system—and with all the envies,
suspicions and criticism which it causes throughout the world
—is one of the greatest obstacles to world peace"

—Charles Roden Buxton

N. 5. If the area and the population of India and
Burma be deducted, the incidence of population per sg-kilo-
metre in the British Empireworks out at about six only.

Poland is less than one tenth of India both in population:
and in area.  The minorities make 40 percent of the Polish
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EFFORTS FOR PEACE

POPE, ROOSEVELT AND deVALERA

Dec. 24
His Holiness the Pope in his Christmas message to the
Collegeof Cardinalssaid:—

" Atrocitiesand unlawful use of the meansof destruction
even againg non-combatants and evacuees, against
women, old people and children, and contempt of liberty
and human life are acts which call for divine vengeance.
We have had to withess a sries of acts incompatible
with international law and humanity. Theseactsreveal
how much juridical ssnse hasbeen distorted by totalitarian
consderations. This category includes premeditated
aggresson against a small, laborious and pacific nation
on the pretext of a menace which never existed and was
not even possble. We envisage with horror the conse
guences of thewar. Those responsble for the destiny of
peoples should be able to define at an opportune moment
the fundamental points of a just and honourable peace,
and not refuse a priori to negotiate, if the occasion
arises”

His Holiness emphasised five points as the foundation
for ajust international peace:

First, the assurance of the independence of all nations;
Second, the end of the armament race;

Third, juridical ingtitutions must guarantee that the
loyal and lawful application of an agreement isof sup-
reme impor tance to the honour able acceptance of a peace
treaty, and that arbitrary and unilateral interpretations
of theconditions of a treaty must be avoided;

15
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Fourth, the needs and just demands of the nations and
peoples and also ethnic minorities mug particularly be
consdered, if necessary by means of just, wise and
acceptable revisions of treaties;

Fifth, the need for those who govern peoplesto be
imbued with a sense of responsibility.

At the close of his address the Pope thanked President
Roosevelt for his noble and generous effort to restore peace,
and said other high personalities also whose names he did
not wish to mention had approached him with efforts to
restore peace

President Roosevelt sent a massage of greeting to the
Pope on Christmas Eve and announced the appointment
of Mr. Myron Taylor as his personal representative at the
Vatican. In his message the President said :—

"It isgpecially fitting to send your Holiness a message
of greeting this Christmas when theworld isin sorrow. |
believe that, while statesmen are considering a new order
of things, a new order may well be at hand. | believe
that it even now is being built silently and inevitably in
the hearts of the masses whose voices are not heard, but
whose common faith will write the history of our time.

"| should like to send a personal representative to the
Vatican in order that our paraltel endeavours for peace
and alleviation of suffering may be asssed.

"I trugt ail Churcheswhich believe in onecommon God
will throw the great weight of their influence ifcto this
great causs,”

The appointment of Mr. Myron Taylor, former Chairman
of the Uniteld States Steel Corporation, as President Roose
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velt's personal representativeto the Vatican in order, asthe
President stated in his message to the Pope, "that our parallel
endeavours for peace and alleviation of suffering may be
assged," was regarded by observers from Washington, "as
part of the preparation by President Roosevelt for a new
effort to bring about peace”

The Hew York Times declared that many Washington
diplomats held the view that, unless hostilities ended by the
spring, "the great war machinesin Europe would be unleashed!
in earnes.”

Mr. Taylor'sappointment wasregarded as an indication
of "co-operation between the two great leaders, whose efforts,
morethan those of any other heads of nations, might be wel-
comed by the belligerent countries, should there be any desire
on their part to sit around a council table."

On Christmas Eve it was announced that the Pope would
pay areturn visit to the King of Italy—a historic event*
Since 1870 the Pope did not cross home to visit the reigning
Sovereign of Italy.

Broadcasting from Dublin to the people of the United
States of America, Mr. deValera urged that a conference of
war leaders should be held to sek a settlement.  People of
the Eire and the United States were not belligerents, but both
sympathised with those enduring the horrors of war. It was
better to sk a settlement in goodwill rather than wait until
exhaustion had forced it. The way to a conference would
have to be tried eventually when the war ended and common
sense uggested that it shauld be tried now before the war had
wrought its full havoc.
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From the October Encyclical of
HIS HOLINESS POPE PIUS XII

"Ltet usleave the past and turn our eyes towards that
future, which according to the promises of the powerful ones
of thisworld isto condgst, once the bloody contess of today
have ceased, in a new order founded on justice and on pros
perity. Will that future bereally different, above all, will it be
better ? W ill treaties of peace, will the new international
order at the end of thiswar be animated by justice and by
equity towardsall, by that spirit which frees and pacifies? Or
will there be a lamentable repetition of ancient and of recent
errors? To hope for a decisive change exclusively from the
shock of war and its final isue is idle as experience shows.
Thehour of victory isan hour of external triumph for the party
to whom victory falls, but it is in equal measure, the hour of
temptation. In this hour the ange of justice strives with
the demon of violence ; the heart of the victor all too easly is
hardened; moderation and farseeing wisdom appear to hihi
weakness, the excited passons of the people, often inflamed by
the sacrifices and sufferings they have borne, obscurethevision
even of respongble persons and make them inattentive to the
war ning voice of humanity and equity which is over-whelmed
or drowned in theinhuman cry 'vae victis, woe to the con-
quered.’ Thereisdanger lest settlements and decisons born
in such conditions should be nothing dse than injustice under
the cloak of judice”

Historic Mesting

Dec, 28¢ His Haliness the Pope visited the King and Queen
of Italy at the Quirinal.
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