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‘ Karnataka Kalavidaru’ (Karnataka Artists) is the
second work in the series planned Dby the author
Sri A. N. Krishna Rao. The first volume published in 1946,
introduced the life and work. of sixteen distinguished
Karnataka Artists. The present work brings to light twenty-
six more artists. Veocalists belonging to Karnataka and
Northern style of Music: Titte Krishna Iyengar,
Nilamma Kadambi, Sankar Dixit, G. Chennamma,
V.N. Rao, Gangubai Hanagal, A. Subba Rao, Chokkamma;
Veena-Players Doreswamy lyengar, R. N. Doreswamy,
Nagaraja Rao: Vielinists- Dwaram Venkataswamy Naidu,
Sivarudrappa, B.T. Rajappa; Flutist M.R. Doreswamy;
Painters - F. G. Yelavatti, S. N. Swamy, Minajagi, P. Subba
Rao ; Actors - Parswanath Altckar, K. Hiriyannaiah,
Handiganoor Siddaramappa : Dancers: Ramgopal,
U.S.Krishna Rao, Maya Devi; Photograsher: B.L. Sitharam.
The studies are illustrated with portraits of artists and also
select reproductions from their work. The appendices
contain four articles. The author in a well - documented
article discusses the theory of Ragamala pictures with
particular reference to the Ragamala paintings of
Minajagi. The desirability of using Vachanas for Music is
discussed in another article. And the third discusses the
author’s theory of art. Prof. Mallikarjun Mansur’s
comparative study on Karnataka and Northern Styles of
Music is included to aid better understanding between
these two systems. In his General Introduction the author
discribes at length the present decadent state of fine Arts
in Karnataka and suggests ways and means to ameliorate
it. He pleads for a full-fledged ‘Arts Academy’ and State
patronage to artists. The publishers are sanguine that
this work replete with a deep understanding of fine arts
and constructive suggestions for an art - renaissance
will be a landmark in the history of art- literature of
Karnataka.
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+ ¢ There is no respect in the millionaire who invests
his surplus wealth in pictures and the costliest furniture so
that his taste may be admired, or his wealth envied, by his
poorer brethern. There is none in the man who decorates
his house in a style archzlogically correct, or dresses
himself in the latest fashion, so that he may be considered
¢ up-to-date’ by his fellows. There is none in the engineer
who having made some hideous construction seeks to
beautify it by covering it with meaningless ornament.
But there is true art instinct in the humble peasant who
takes the choicest flowers he can find and with patience
and skill weaves them into a garland for the village shrine.
And so there is in the craftsman or labourer who, rejoicing
in the cunning of his hand and with no thought of extra
profit for himself, puts into his work the best that his
knowledge and skill, can produce. ”’

) —E. B. Havell in *“ THE BASIS OF ARTISTIC AND

INDUSTRIAL REVIVAL IN INDIA”,
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4 ‘“ Art properly employed. is, as the great Akbar said,
an aid to the understanding of the divine nature; its
proper use is to fulfil the divine purpose in the intellectual
and spiritual evolution of the perfect human state. ”

—IBID

* « . .Art, if it is to be reckoned as one of the great
values of life, must teach men humility, tolerance,
wisdom and magnanimity., The value of art is not
beauty, but right action.”

—Somerset Maugham ‘‘ SUMMING UP ” (Page 310)
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+ ‘I cannot believe that beauty is the appanage of a
set and I am inclined to think that a manifestation of art
that has a meaning only to persons who have undergone a
peculiar training is as inconsiderable as the set to which
it appeals. An art is only great and significant if it is one
that all may enjoy. The artof a clique is but a plaything.
I do not know why distinctions ase made between ancient
art and modern art. There is nothing but art. Artis
living. To attempt to give an object of art life by dwelling
on its historical, cultural, or archazlogical associations is
senseless. It does not matter whether a statue was -hewn
by an archaic Greek or a modern Frenchman. Its only.
importance is that it sheuld give us here and now the
asthetic thrill and this @sthetic thrill should move us
to works. If it is anything more than a self-indulgence
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and an occasion for self-complacency, it must strengthen
your character and make it more fitted for right action.
And little as I like the deduction, I cannot but accept
it; and this is that the work of art must be judged by its
fruits, and if these are not good it is valueless. It is
an odd fact, which must be accepted as in the nature of
things and for which I know no explanation, that the artist
achieves this effect only when he does not intend it. His
sermon is most efficacious if he has no notion that he:
is preaching one. The bee produces wax for her own
purpose and is unaware that man will put it to diverse
uses.”’

—IBID (Page 310)
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“Art is the stored honey of the human soul,
> > 4 >
gaﬂr\ejed on wing; of misery and travail 7’

— Dreiser, Life, Art and America.



All passes. Art alone
Er\d\n’ing stays to us.

The Bust oullasts the throne,
The Cain, Tiberius.

—Awustin Dobson,, Ars Viectrir.
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o *»'-‘“Pi;:t-;nes illustrating the group of Indian musical composi-
tions known as the Rag-Mala also often issued from the brush of
the Pahari painter, and this combination of the two arts of psinting
and music is of special interest on account of the wide field which
a study of this “visualised music’' opens up 1t emphasises, among
-other things, the peculiar positionthat the arts generally occupied
in the culture of the people, and the close relation that existed
between the different forms of artistic expression. The Rag-Male
is 8 collection of forty two allied melodies, known and at once
recognised by all educated Hindus. Each of these melodies is
understood to be a musical description of a certain pictorial com-
position, or, as the idea is reversible, each music-picture is a
coloured interpretation of the particular melody with which itis
associated. In other words, the musician plays from a picture, and
‘the artist paints from a tune, And the Rajput artists, especially
‘the Pahari painters, made great use of this art, a large number of
paintings in this style being illustrations of the various melodies

<omprising the Rag-Mala.”
“INDIAN PAINTING-Percy Brown-Pages 95-96."
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‘1 pretend to no knowledge of Eastern Dancing. In this
case it is not necessary, Whatever the tradition, it is obvious
that Ram Gopal isa great artist and as such his appeal is.
universal. He has technique, beauty, subtelety snd with it all-
an extreme simplicity in his relations with his audience,
Rarest gift of all, when alone on the stage, he ts able to make-
us visualize a whole frieze, a living Ajanta......... l'tepeat 1 do
not understand Eastern Dancing ; Ram Gopal gave me exquisite:
pleasure as he must to all who love the dance of whatever:
tradition.” ‘

ARNOLD HASKELL.
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X . The dancing of the Ram Gopal begins by being

technically proficient and when | say technically proficient |
mean it in the sense that I would mean if werel speaking of
Haifetz snd his mastery of the technique of the violin, Indeed
in matters of muscular control end rhythmic continuity, in his
ability to communicate hisintentions simultaneously to each
forefinger, toe and eyelash, I can only compare Ram Gopal with
Nijinsky......... He is young and extremely beautiful.........
“When he dances as Siva or Indra, the God himself seems to be
setting foot on the stage......... He bears us with him away
from untruths of every day life into the reality of his mystic

visions,"’
CARL VAN VACHTEN.
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“ Yea, music is the Prophet’s art
Among the gifts that God hath sent,
One of the most magnificient !

—Longfellow
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* On this hapless earth
There’s small sincerity of mirth,
And laughter oft is but an art
To drown the outcry of the heart”

— Hartley Colerid ge;
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* ¢« Life is a comedy to the man who thinks, and a

tragedy to the man who feels”
—Walpole.
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* T have been w antmg to write to you for some time
to say how delighted I was witnessing your show on the
night of 30 Dec 50 when I was in Bangalore. It was such
joy to me to see such excellent acting. I do hope you and
people like you will do everything you can to revive the
stage again. I want to see more and more theatres
throughout our countay. ”’ (12 Feb 51. New Delhi)

~—Gen ' M Cariappa.
+ %09 03,333 BI OF : » IFowOT ofom.




L2 aodu”oi)& nos

Dol 2/USPIOTE B3O I 53,8 ‘Beokdo”
3059@03)6’66{)& d3g. 'ao&rm o.gj) ag&'w wdc@oi)
Fekdt D FoBAH LRI RETY 803»338
ToHJ0RY 0o, 0oed HobdhF sﬁsadmwon %fowa‘cﬁ o333,
x)’aogséﬁe ms.mi?s BesFanN 235%:‘_5‘;3’. as%ﬁ‘a‘d& oB3
WHOR WU T, BT A AT 3 ylde Bt
2T BTIIT ToRD woRdd SEI I PY N N RIS o
(Republic of Dramatic Art). .

U 03FIT 3, R0TF0RY CRICRIAN 5 063,
é’:aecswwoda NsﬁJasSmh mé&ﬁd Tonaod a%’o’o
BB Sooedn, mad BIOONW [OTOL R@®d [FFEEYT
SREAT 8 33 8:55 53:53 Q0% BNPYRY. VRS WIN 9, 0%
I35 %‘owp "b@wﬁomﬁ wodo 60T 33, I CRICH
AW 0. ¥R, W I 0By BT IR, %oﬁpo&ﬁdgg
WBIATRoRTIS  TIQFT m;:):sﬁe To0€9. FoDpod w
8063 MIyTIOR TRFCCY-MB, 0. ¥ITR IR’ Tk
FoLD00Y- 03, 0@,

2‘:08&3’?@033\@56 M3, ooc’woﬂae’) DT AEBITT0TD,
82333090313y, W3, D), mac'aosmcf @ﬁwo:ba , IBF
Sa3wed  Wdw, we 0 VIID, , weR,0 83, S0,
w0 ohdnepd, 363 mﬁdsa’o TNT0  R3KR(We
SRV IRIN I3 dm&ée)e a’mo 033,  ToBYoR
SUSods R IEES hos m&%d d*’mq) SRR D pIaNATIAN
PORA [TZ, T ZBFORYR0R SkIFRT osoz;n o35on @)eg\ibﬁ
mmra’odﬁz& TR 3.

&odeaozbsdd srsmmm HRT P8 WEIIRY

®Rd esme,smd L] S8R TOTN0ES Sy, rie:addo Z3,308eD



020 FIorligs ¢oodRdD

oden 3,3y eSS, BROVMRIY ToBwd T ody
IR0 [Roh  TTooDFy  wWBNRY, N0 FFy, Yok
FOIIy,  TOHBE. AP Oeond  We9ded  eRIN
DVIRFARY BoFBRRATFT DIV 93y, WYnY 33,3
QTRTR3E 33373?3.* NIRIND @mﬁdﬁseaﬁm}és& :’:%doﬁoé
09308 JREBWRTIE VT 7 o"saﬁéaad.

NI DIAFE  TIFFT SREIT BRoty  BroBndIy,
SRoIR@RE mR3,[e vyl 38, Fro AnoBindds,
SRS, 8. 3Ty I IX €eR’ B ARFY
zﬁe@cﬂocﬁ;\?&e {S)%% TIBFAT TIU, u?zba’-mﬁg)sgé’.-r

TR, WeP0EIHY DT AR T mRY, wEBYY,
ﬁ;)&sﬁw, ESPEJa LAl mﬁémﬁi DRIFLINIBLTIW.
a%mmoﬁoﬁ, [T, TIPER, EIecd FUBAIY
aodegaod%samo 323553 mdéa@_& ReDWX, ;Soﬁ@efme&,
mm’ﬁe%d, TonTvsy TIBRYY etz mﬁéf.@& 5% R232030
[N, deSmed SeznIell, BeayR SR ooy
IUT. B8R0 &od'e%ofm23 aﬁo%ﬁ@md mmfoﬁoés %93,

* « Humour may be defined as the kinaly contemp-
lation of the incongruities of life, and the artistic expression
thereof.”

~.-Stephen Leacock in < Humour and Humanity’.

“...The essence of humour is human kindliness.”’
—-Ibid ¢ Preface”

+ ¢ The passion of laughter is nothing else but a sudden
glory arising from sudden conccption of some eminency in
ourselves, by comparison with the inferiority of others, or
'with our own formerly ”

—Thomas Hobbs— quoted by Stephen Leacock.
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“I don’t call that a great art which demands an intimate
knowledge of technique for its appreciation. To me art
in order to be truly great must, like the beauty of Nature,
be universal in its appeal ... it must be simple in its
presecntation and direct 1n its expression like the language
of Nature......It would be a tragedy if our beautiful musie
-were to die from sheer popular neglect and indifference....
I cannot even conceive of an evolution of India’s religious
life without her music.” ' — Gandhiji +

:wa@a RoNEBMITCY, RoNE3 JDRTFITL. mmmw%oﬁd,
038 FIBWS FOR YDy, TevTeY B Z,u0bdo 3
3,(3RtmeandohF,fCy ¥IDh T oW I, BBOY. wBd

+ Quoted by Sri Chandrashanker Shukla in ‘“ GANDHI’S VIEW
OF LIFE * —Page 216 - 219,
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“The essential significance of Shiva’s Dance is
threefold : first, it is the image of his Rhythmic Play as
the Source of all movement within the Cosmos, which is
represented by the Arch: secondly, the Purpose of his
Dance is to release the countless souls of men from the
snare of illusion: thirdly the place of the Dance,
Chidambaram, the Centre of the Universe, is within the
Heart ”’

—-Ananda Coomaraswamy. 4
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ot ‘THE DANCE OF SHIVA -—Ananda Coomaraswam y (Page 93)




ova drlind Y BN

n¥eRd namR add e = "'ngwwé 3. 3, 2333 oY WU
négodn I3y BFHLTTIANR,. o&nd@ 339, Rodnew,
dgitox, SIRENIER gL 0 c0N ;i):«ié @pmoﬁarmhé&. ToRIFY
ST FoRIRFREIIAGORTON 1IN ‘.-3%5563&%
$3T*  HoUsn 0RNTTHT,  FB, BRITOHY
eBA3BROD Btz ot K030R) JFPFOMYW FFDLTNE.
3, %053 ~oscac$ 6_)5?3’ DITIWI, IpT0IT, JYTeus
w8 SABTRIE § FHII) %3, 3,7008, wumodntnadnortd.
Bdroin gmd@ DIFATRN, RRP A0SR ¥B RVwIF’
ROV EXT Tardd ¢ 88 rFANT P3¢TT’ (Dancing
Dcrveshcs) oqﬁf)a" £ Qﬁdozﬁ‘dm@d

Sag Toun Seen aﬁoééi@ PU3RY  3¢3 #@m%s&
WoRYONZ. NI TR T, TTVIFT ITRN, THNG
33# %55’5‘5?‘@ ﬁogru(:) JFﬁP_é N%%fﬁﬁﬁi 30@%@.
S3FFo YR e&é wﬁ;mﬁmzsdm J3FE0A 0*3;3)@3%53
FRBID de0T Ty 2,093 ¢ K03,

8.gwn wozﬂfad.\d B3, BOTROIVy  0HhHRBREET
©3(0T3rQR T)203, 1% FREY. DB ,;, YT HI ISR,
Sn3® Rl BAIR, DIBRO BToTR SeEoE
S_)émpdéda RREROM0B TRWI0ATTF, (%323:’;3@*03%m

* «“The art of dancing ... is intimately entwined with
all human traditions of war, of labour, of pleasure, of
education, while some of the wisest philosophers and the
most ancient civilisations have regarded the dance as the
pattern in accordance with which the moral life of men
must be woven”

“THE DANCE OF LIFE" —Havelock Ellis (Page 35)
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+ ““....the world famous dancers of.to-day are not
content merely to present the gaiety and revelry of life ;
the beauty of the dance is for them coupled with its
seriousness, and in their finest moments they aim to make
it a sacred ritual”

— “THE DANCE OF LIFE” —Havelock Ellis (Foreword)
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T ¢ Still more striking is the change in the responses
to the beautiful from age to age. No age is satisfied wholly
with the beautiful things of its forefathers, but produces
other things, to the measure of its desires, quite clearly

different from those beauitful traditions it inherits. This
neéw vision does not include the old, however. The old
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still seems beautiful, but now its qualities are seen through
a kind of mist or aerial perspective of intervening time,
changing and toning its hues. The old beauty has been
gathered up in the new. And that age which is least able
to rest content with the beauitful things of the past, that
creates things beauitful toits eyes most different, most
revolutionary and most insurgent, is precisely that age
which seems to us most in possession of beauty. We value
the revolutionarv, dissatisfied art works of the Renaissance,
and see nothing in those of the Hellenising classicists or
tired formalists who mechanically repeat the beauitful
thing of times gone by.”

— Christopher Caudwell — “ FURTHER STUDIES IN A DYING
CULTURE ” (Page 78)
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thing ; there is a harmony between them ; the true would
create a discord .

—Theophile Gautier in “ THE FLEECE OF GOLD **



DO. es8TF. d@@:@&g

* The Reed Flute, Vansa of the ancient bOOkS, or Banturi,
is one of the commonest instruments in the musical
traditions of India. It is also called the Murali or Filli-
gori. It is always associated with Krishna, and he is
usually represented standing on one leg and playing it.
This was theinstrument with which Krishr.a charmed
the gopis of Brindaban. It has various names and forms,
and more or less resembles the English flute. It is made
from bamboo hallowed out, or else from a hollow piece of
metal, and has the usual sound holes. The player blows
down the stem and stops the holes as he desires. The
Miy, another varietv is bored cylindrically and is a regular
pastrol instrument.’

-——H. A. POPLEY in «“ THE MUSIC OF TNDIA *
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2. DO, ARTITIXF

“ Van Dvck established a style in portraiture which
succeeding generations of painters have endeavoured to
imitate ; but none has surpassed, few have approached
him, and when we look amoung his predecessors we have
to go back to Botticelli before we find another poet-painter
who with equal, though differant, exquisiteness mirrored
not merely the bodies but the very souls of humanity.
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I am persuaded that an art is never great but that
it appeals to the most ignorant. Certainly, not completely,
nor with its supreme appeal. But a great creation in art
must contain in its rich granary aliment enough wherewith
to satisty the spiritual hunger of all..... Why should you
-have a great artist suffer, dream and create for just a few
initiates ? The illumination of a real song, like the inspired
word, falls where it pleases the Divine. Our role is not to
choose our audience . our role is to sing away”’

: | —ROMAIN ROLLAND }
%0;@ ARANY TR TR BG 0d TTR TuNATReR
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1 Quoted by DILIP KUMAR ROY in “AMONG THE GREAT” (Page 4)
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T ¢ Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard
Are sweeter ; therefore, ye soft pipes, play on ;
Not to the sensual ear, but more endear’d
Pipe to the spirit ditties of no tune. ”
—KEATS, ‘¢ ODE ON THE GRECIAN URN
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“ The outward has no mcaning except in so far as it
helps the inward. All true Art is thusthe expression of
the soul. The outward forms have value only in so far as
they are the expression of the inner spirit of man”

— GANDHIJILt
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So now is come the time when our artists have
awakened to the idea that there are only two kinds of art,-
one which is good and the other which is bad. But no.
such exclusive definition can be made that a particular kind
of art is Indian or Oriental or of any other specific kind.
One knows how the history of Art in Iurope has been
changing fast. Those who belong to the past centuries
cannot recognise the modern terms of Art. It would be
completely foreign to them and this is but natural. The
human mind is growing and those with no modern art-
experience require that form of self-expression to be
adjusted to them. Unfortunately we in India of the.
present day, never had a background of experience in the
artistic life of man. We are very parochial in our
knowledge and therefore very crude in our critical
experience of anything which is modern. The time has
come when our artists should come into closcr touch with
modern life in India. They must realize the artistic
meaning of life and give expression to it, for there can be
no great Art which does not move with life itsel{ ™.

—RABINDRANATH TAGORE t
03603 ?.3%’63@3033 D533 (Renaissance) Uk
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+ ‘“ He (Van Gowh) was the most passxonatc of pamtcrs,
and the extrordinary intensity of his vivid i impression may
be likened to our vision of things seen momentarily in the
duration of a lightning flash. Technically Van Gogh got
his modelling by sweeping contours, instead of a series of
petty pldncs, and so gave weight to objects while cleanly
preserving their silhouttes as co-ordinated parts of a
decorative design. We are impressed by his strength, as
we are by that of Cezanne ; but it is not physical strcns;th
alone, but also moral forcc His colour is of a high order
and pitch, showing a finc sensibility for the splendour of

igment, but Van Gogh was too seriously absorbed in
life and humanity for his paintings ever to degenerate into
mere decorations.”

Sir William Orpen in : ““'THE OUTLINE OF ART * (Page 357)
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“ Our wype of creativeness is the conception and birth
of a new being_the person in the part. Itisa natural
act similar to the birth of a human being. ”’

—Constantin Stanislavaski in “ AN ACTOR PREPARES”
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¢ I'o suggest thc strength and virile unconquerable
force of the divine Nature in man and in the outside world,
its energy, its calm, its powerful inspiration, its august
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breathe that into man’s soul and gradually mould the
finite into the image of the infinite is another spiritual
utility of Art. This is its loftiest function, its [ullest
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Consummation, its most perfect previlege.
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