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It will be sufficient to mention here the four main dialects, viz., Deg&i,
Konkan Standard, the Maridthi of Berar and the Central Provinces, and
Kénkani.

Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. I Part I p.p. 143
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The Marathi of the Konkan north of Ratnagiri is very nearly the same
as the standard, but natives recognise two dialects, one spoken by the

Brahmans, and another spoken by Musalmans. op. cit. pp. 143.
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(a) Sangamesvari is the language of Sangameshvar, a town in the
Devrukh Taluka of Ratnagiri. The name is, however, often used to denote
the Konkan Standard of Marathi from Bombay to Rajapur, It is there said

to be the language of all Hindus (except Brahmans), of the jews, the native

Christians, and the Konkani Musalmans called Nawaits. Vol. VII pp. 64.

The variety of Sangamesvari spoken by Muhammadans is usually
called Bankoti, i.c., strictly speaking the dialect of Bankot in the Mandangad
Taluka of Ratnagiri. The Hindostani suffix vala is used to form nouns of

agency; thus, set'vala, a cultivator; dukan’vala, a shopkeeper. Vol. VII pp. 128.

(b) = ““Dialect of the Konkani Musalmans of Thana-"" Konkani
Musalmans are residents of the larger villages of all Talukas in Thana,
but chiefly of Salsette, Kalyan and Bhiwandi.

Their dialect contains a considerable amount of Hindostani words.
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Thus, asman, heaven; baith, sit; backya, a child; milkat, property, etc. The
masculine and neuter genders are often confounded; compare sag’la, all.
Vol. VII pp. 82.

) DALDI
The Daldis or Nawaits are a caste of Muhammadan fishermen- They

claim an Arab descent, but speak a broken Konkani. They are found in the

Madras Presidency, in Kanara, Ratnagiri, Janjira and Bombay Town and
Island.

In Ratnagiri the Daldis are cheifly found in the Ratnagiri sub-
division, and in Kanara they occur in Karwar, but mainly in Bhatkul.

Many of the Daldis are said to be able to talk and understand
Hindostani. This latter language has, however, had little influence on their
dialect. Several Hindostani loanwords have been adopted, and some
phonetical features are probably due to the influence of that form of speech.
Thus, the change of the cerebreal / to /, and, in Ratnagiri and Janjira, the

substituting of 7 for d between vowels. Vol. VIT pp. 200-1.
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