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204 INDIA CHAP.

of 80 tolas into use in the country at large, and it was
never generally used or known. It was inconveniently
less than the weights of the same name commonly in
use, and this reason was alone sufficient to make it
disliked by the people and to prevent its more common
adoption. Nor can it be said that the belief that loss
is entailed upon purchasers by a diminution in the
standard of weight is merely fanciful. That belief is
an expression of the fact that prices often depend not
only upon competition but on custom. Thus the
Government seer had nothing to recommend it from
an Indian point of view, while in relation to English
commerce it was extremely inconvenient. There was
nothing to render desirable any attempt to encourage
its more general adoption.

The investigations made throughout India in 1867
established the fact that, although the diversities were
almost infinite, the moss, generally known of all Indian
weights was the seer, and that its average weight was
about 2} Ibs. avoirduplois. This being almost cmotly
equivalent to the kilogram of the metric system in
force throughout the iwhole of civilised Europe, with
the exception of the United Kingdom, it was proposed
by Sir Richard Strachgsy, and the proposa! was adopted
by the Government ¢f Lord Lawrence, that a seer of
this value, or 2205 |Ibs., should be the basis of the
new Indian system. '\'_‘his weight differs little from the
thousandth part of thd¢: English ton, the weight chiefly
used in the Foreign twade, and from the fiftiecth part
of the hundredweigh v.

There never was a man less disposed than Lord
Lawrence to pw.y much attention to reasons of a theor-
etical natu.e, nor one with profounder knowledge of
India, or more absolutely devoted to the interests of
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