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“ 1f ” says Savary, * the Koran, which is extolled through-
out the east for the perfection of its style, and the magnificence
of its imager, seems, under the pen of Du Ryer, to be only
@ dull and tiresome rhapsody, the blame must be laid on his
manner of translating, This book is divided into verses, like
the P:lns of David. This kind of writing, which was |
adopted by the prophets, enables prose to muke use of the
Lold terms and the figurative expressions “of pcatry. Du
Ryer caying no respect whatever to the text, has connected
the verses together, und mude of them a continuous -discourse.
Toaccomplish this mishappen assamblage, he has had recourse
to frigid conjunctions and to trivial phrases which, destroying the
dignity of the ideas, and the charm of the diction, render it impossi-
ble to recognize the original. While reading his translation, no one
could ever imagine that the Koran is the masterpiece of the Arabie
langusge, which is fertile in (ine writers; yet this is tho judgmont
which antiquity has paned over it.”’*

L Jé—(f';» bu‘ubé‘bvl/..ﬂ/u ////MM;IJ -0

Je i L;MJ‘Z O O a2 A
K .d)é"c:u/’( fL/ ,/,«.ol,.f/u:(u*'bé.u’ V/Uﬂuﬂ
wﬁ/‘;\”///_-u/{[ dbr’d/u"db’éu‘d——u"a"tﬁ"
‘%L,IULJ/UULJG"G‘*U‘/J Wb ena L e
j’/Z:/ ’J»;C?/Jl‘f' L'U[/d bd..,f/u‘ IJ Lo?u/‘( uJUJ" Jf,l
| Wl 14 <624
“Of Maracei’s trnmlntxons Savary says : Maracci that learned
monk. who spent forty years in translating and reiting the Koran,

procecded on the right system. He divided it into verses accord-
ing to the text; but, neglecting,the precept of a great master.

‘Noc verbum verbo carabis reddere, fidus Interpres, o,

* Sale’s translation of the Koran, page 7, note.
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The translated it literally. He has not expressed the ideas of |}
the Koran, but travestied the words of it into barbarous Latin. Yet,
though all the heauties of the origival are loct in this transiation, it
is preferable to that of Du Ryre™

R Sty L paonf 9ot itheodi=4

il biut e s g S e f

Hlsemfatanerif Ve pd zoilhnd
| VLI A

“The notqs he had added are indeed of great ause; but his ref-
utations, which swell the work to a large volume, or of littls or none
at " all, being often uunsatisfactory, and sometimes imperticent.”—G

Sale.
%éfu‘dﬁv’ffgﬁcﬁ%fwf'b’w‘d:wzrﬁ—"/—c
q' (}‘d 27 &:?’J ’fU’Z.‘— c’f”;‘/!/)ll;fh:—’(la’g.‘fo_{}c.upffzt .
F IR b cos oo P Gt
IR gt S Al Sl S
Wil G St e s bt
EAHF 6 I G L S e S e b
A O 1 e
© s gL s
Sale has, hewever followed Maracci too -closely. especially by

int¢odacing bis pakaph rastic comments inte the body nf the text,
g8 well as by his constant nse of Latinized instead of Saxon words.

Revd J. M. Rodwell’s translation of  the Koran.

pags XXV
r WJ??:WG' ‘:-G/.{r b”.f)(j:f bfi;{/_“géu '.‘”29 pr
ifuié."/".ij UG JE RS - W‘j,‘.f%{'/ir{jq‘%uj
| “-’"/z" Sy i) "'..ﬁ’"‘i—‘.:c.é”o«rfﬁﬂ' W AP

Ssle's translation of the Eorsn, page 8, aote.
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The styla varies cons;derably, sometimes concise snd bold.
anblime and majestio, impasionate, flueni and hormonious,
cbecure, tame and prosy ; an& on this difference moders investi-
gators have endeavoured to form chronological arrsngement
of the Koran, wheroin other dates fail.

* Ohamber’s Encyel. Vo V.
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" Broadly speaking, threo principal divisions may, :m,
psynhologica! trath, be estshlished ¢ the firsi, oocresponding to the
Period of early siruggles, beiug murked by the hesulius u;‘ wabure, i g
period of early strugyles. buing miarkead by the beaulfes of vatuce, iy

sadden, most passionats, lava-like otitburats, which seem soarstly to.
atticulate themselves into words.

The mgre prosaic and didactic waras us of the spproach of, mens
bood, while the dogmatising, the sermonising, the reiteratione and
the abandoning of all Beriptoral and Haggadistic help-mates poin

to the secure possession power, to the comsummation and comple
tion of the mision.”’

Tax Quanteany swvisw. Vor. 127 No. 354
LoxpoN 1869 Ark * islem.” '
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“ Dot none of Hooag nitompta oan aver be sucoesstal, “ful

msanhood, apprssehing ugs. snd declining vig%nr are not thinge s

easily trased in the wrikinge of » man ke Mobemmed.” Chambers
Ibid.
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« And it is, exaolly in these transitions, quick azd eudden as |
Jightning, that one of the great charms of the book, as it now .
stands, copsists, and well might Goethe say that, ‘asoften as |
we approach it, it always proves repulsive anew, gradually,
however, it attracts, it asionishes and, in end forces int

admiration.’—

“ The Quarterly Review.” Ibid.
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% One ussemblage ” says M. Rarimivaki 1n his preface, “informe
ot Incoherant ds preceptes morznx, religieax, oi vils et politique
maled’ exhoctations, do promeessa, et de rmesnnces.”
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“ Aund of the Suras it mast ve remarked that they were intend-
od dot for readars but for hearers—that they were all promulgsted
by public recital—and that muosh was left, as the imperiscl

genterces dhow, $o the wanmer snd muggestive action of the
vacitsr.”
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" After the new revealed passages had been from the prophet'y
* montb trken down iu writing by scribe, they wero published to
his followers. several pf whom took copies for their private use, bat

| the far greater ngmber got ‘them* by keart. The originals, when
{ returned, were put promiscuously into a chegt.”

G. Bale’s Frel, Dis page 49,
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* Bat the preservation of the Kuran

during the life-time of Mahomed was not
‘Committed to memory dependent op any such ancertain archives,

by earely Moslems. The divine revelation was the eorner
stone Llam, 1he recital of a passage
formed an essential part of every celebration of pablic worslip ;
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and its private perusal and repitition was enforced us a duty and a
privilege, fraught with a richest religious merit. This is th,
universal vaice of early tradition and may be gathered from the
revelation itself. The Koran was accordingly committed to wemory
more oz less by cvery adherent of 1slam, und the extent to which
it could be recite was reckoned ono of ths chief distinctions of
nobility in the early Moslem ewpris. Ths cusiom of Arabis
' favoared the task. Passionately fond of poetry, yet possessed of but
limited meuns and skill in committing to writing the difusions of
t heir bards, the Arabs bad long boen babituated to jmiprint them on
living tablots of their hearts,

The recellective aculty was thus cultivated to the highas)
pitch, and it was applied, "with all the ardour of «n awakened Arab
spirit, to the Koran Such was the tenacity of iheir memory, and &o
great their power of ~application, thot several of Mohametg
followers, according to éarly tradition, could, during his life-time
repeat. with scrupulags accuracy the entire revelation.” The life of
Mahomet by W. Muir I Lsq. Vol 1 page V.
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‘“ However retentive the Arab memory, we shonll have still
regarded with distrast a transcript made entizely from that aour?e.
But there is good reason for believing that may fragmentary copies
embracing among them the whole Koran, or nesrly the whole, :wt:
made by Mahomet's follower during his life, * = * * :
The ability being thus possess.d, it may be safely inferred that what

was so icdefatigably committedis uemory, would be likewise
committed carefully to writing.”

W. Mair. Ibid.
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% Wa also know that when atribe. first joined Islam, Mahomet

was in the habit of deputing cne or

Tanscription of poftnom more of his followers to toach them
of the Koran common among the Koran and the requirsments of h's

the early Moslems. bis religion. We ars frequently infor-
: med that they carried writien ipatruc .-
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" {jons with them on' latter point, and it is uataral to conelude that
they 'would provide themseives also with travseripts of the more
important parts of the Revelation, especially those upon which the
‘ceremonies of Islam were founded, and such as were usnally recided
at the publio prayers. Besides the refereuce in the Koran itself to
its own existence ina written formn, we have express mention made,
in the au@hentic traeition of Omar’s conversion, of a copy of the
twentieth Sura being wussed by his sister’s family for social
and private devotiamal reading. This refers to a period pre-
ceding, by three or four years, the emigration to Medins,
1t transcripts of the ryvelation were made, and in common use, at
that early time, when the followers of Islam ‘were few ant
oppressed, it seems a sure deduction that they maultiplied exceedingly

when the prophet came to power, and his Book formed the law of
the greater purt of Arabia.”

Sir W. Mair, Ibid,
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“ It is evident that the revelations were recorded, because they
are called frequently thtoughout the Koran rt,aelf katad, i..e. * the
writing, " * seriptureres.” :




g

1t e P G Mo e la
| +c:;-tf u/ ¢
S JLJle— ;..«Uuﬂ—"d/ .b:,/()wyu?bduw a)

+ G U7 ,ub/a,,ﬁwé:u@x‘;i( 471»3;4:..4; 6%

% Weare led to coaclasion that, from tae first, Mahommed hd
formed the plain of promulgating a written book.” .

Revd. J. M. Rodwell p. 47.
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*“This passage implies the existenco of copies of porlions at
least of the Koran in commar wuse. It was quoted by sister of.
Owar when at his conversion he desired to tako her copy of Surea

XX, into Lis hand.”
Rovd, Rodwell. p. 93
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e« v + « + o« + andthe various aditions of the Koran sssert

the sawa miraculous privilege of an uniform and uncorruptable

text.””

“

. Cibhon. Ch. 50. Yol. 6.
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+'s ity ||

P
(Ov e §A0 50 ; »
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« _ , . . . Wemasyuponthe strongest prosumpt,

affirm that every verse of the Koraa is the genuine and iunaltered
composition of Mahomet himself, and coaclude with ac¢ least =

closs npproximation of the verdict of Yon Hammer.—
@ :

“ Thai we hold the Koran to bo as surely Mahomet's” word. s
the Mahomians hold st to be the word of God.” .

- Sir William Mair. Vol. 1 7, XXVIL
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**The recension of Othman bas been handed down to us
unaltered. 8o carefclly, indeed, bus it been preserved, ‘that there
are no variations of importance,—we might almost say no variation
at a”,-—-among. the innumerable copies of the Koran scattered

“throughout the vast bounds of the empire of Islam. Contending
and embittered factions, taking their rise in the murder of Otham
himself within 3 quarter of a century from the death of Mahomet
have ever since rent the Mohometau world, Yet but ONE KORAN
has always been current amougst them ; and the consentaneous use
by all to the present day of the same Seripture, is an irrefragable
proof that we have now before us the very text prepared by the ,
unforinnate Caliph. There is probably in the world no other work.
o which has remained twelve centuries with so pure a text,”

Ibid p, XIV and XV.
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* So that at the time whon Christians were generally insisting

on the perfection of the Hebrew text. the Jews wore l:bouring to
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