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INTRODUCTION

T H E story of how the Short History of the English People cameto
be written would be the story of Mr. Green's life, from the time when
his boyish interest was first awakened by the world beyond himself
until his work wasdone. So closely are the work and the worker
bound together that unless the biography be fully written no rea
account of the growth of the book can indeed be given. But in
issuing a Revised Edition of the History, a slight sketch of the
historical progress of the writer's mind, and of the gradua way in
which the plan of his work grew up, may not seem out of place.

John Richard Green, who was born at Oxford in December 1837,
was sent at eight years old to Magdalen Grammar School, then held
in asmall room within the precincts of the College. The Oxford world
about him was full of suggestions of a past which very early startled
his curiosity and fired his imagination. The gossiping tales of an old
dame who had seen George the Third drive through the town in a
coach and six were his first lessons in history. Y ear after year he took
part with excited fancy in the processon of the Magdalen choir boys
to the College tower on May Day, to sing at the sunrising a Hymn to
the Trinity which had replaced the Mass chanted in pre-Reformation
days, and to "jangle" the bells in recognition of an immemorial
festivd. St. GilesFair, the "beating of the bounds,” even the name
of " Pennyfarthing Street,” were no less records of a mysterious past
than Chapel or College or the very trees of Magdalen Walk; and he
once received, bresthless and awe-struck, a prize from the hands of
the centenarian President of the College, Dr. Routh, the last man who
ever wore awig in Oxford, a man who had himself ssen Dr. Johnson
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sand in the High Street with one foot on either side of the kennel
that ran down the middle of the way, the dreet boys standing
round, "none daring to interrupt the meditations of the great
lexicographer." "You are a clever boy," said the old man as he
gave the prize and shook him by the hand.

His curiosity soon carried him beyond Oxford ; and in very early
days he learned to wander on Saints days and holidays to the
churches of neighbouring villages, and there shut himself in to rub
brassss and study architectural mouldings. Other interests followed
on his ecclesadtical training. He remembered the excitement which
was produced in Oxford by Layard's discovery of the Nestorians in
the Euphrates valley. One day Mr. Ramsay gathered round him the
boys who were at play in Magdalen Walk and told then* of his
journey to e these people ; and one at least of his hearers plunged
eagerly into problems then much discussed of the relations of
orthodox believers to Monophysites, and the distinctions between
heresy and schism, questions which occupied him many years.
Knowledge of this kind, he said long afterwards, had been areal gain
tohim. " The study of what the Monophysites did in Syria, and
the Monothelites in Egypt, has taught me what few historians know
—the intimate part religion plays in a nation's history, and how
closly it joins itself to a peoplées life."

Living in a strictly Conservative atmosphere, he had been very
diligently brought up asa Tory and a High Churchman. But when
he was about fourteen, orthodox Conservatisn and school life came
to a dose which then seemed to him very tragic. A school essay
was st on Charles the First; and as the boy read earnestly every
book he could find on the subject, it suddenly burst on him that
Charleswaswrong. The essay, written with a great deal of feding
under this new and strong conviction, gained the prize over the heads
of boys older and till then reputed abler; but it drew down on him
unmeasured disapproval. Canon Mozley, who examined, remonstrated
in his grave way: " Your essay isvery good, but remember | do not
agree with your conclusions, and you will in all probability see reason
to change them as you grow older." The head-master took a yet more
svere view of such a change of political creed. But the impulse
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to Liberalism had been definitely given; and had indeed brought
with it many other grave questionings. When at the next examina-
tion he shot up to the head of the school, his master advised that he
should be withdrawn from Magdalen, to the dismay both of himself
and of the uncle with whom helived. The uncle indeed had his own
grounds of alarm. John had one day stood at a tailor's window in
Oxford where Lord John Russell's Durham Letter was spread out to
view, and, as he read it, had come to his own conclusions as to its
wisdom. He even declared the Ecclesiastical Titles Act to be
absurd. His uncle, horrified at so extreme a heresy, with angry
decision ordered him to find at once another home ; and when after
a time the agitation had died away and he was allowed to come
back, it was on the condition of never again alluding to so painful
a subject. The new-found errors clung to him, however, when he
went shortly afterwards to live in the country with a tutor. "I
wandered about the fields thinking," he said, "but | never went
back from the opinions | had begun to form."

It was when he was about sixteen that Gibbon fell into his
hands; and from that moment the enthusiasm of history took hold
of him. " Man and man's history " became henceforth the dominant
interest of hislife. When he returned to Oxford with a scholarship
to Jesus College, an instinct of chivalrous devotion inspired his
resolve that the study of history should never become with him
"a matter of classes or fellowships," nor should be touched by the
rivalries, the conventional methods, the artificial limitations, and
the utilitarian aims of the Schools. College work and history work
went on apart, with much mental friction and difficulty of adjust-
ment and sorrow of heart. Without any advisers, almost without
friends, he groped his way, seeking in very solitary fashion after his
own particular vocation. His first historical efforts were spent on
that which lay immediately about him ; and the series of papers which
he sent at this time to the Oxford Chronicle on " Oxford in the last
Century " are instinct with all the vivid imagination of hit later work,
and tell their tale after a method and in a style which was already
perfectly natural to him. He read enormously, but history was
"ever to him wholly a matter of books. The Town was still his
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teacher. There was then little help to be had for the history of
Oxford or any other town. " So wholly had the story of the towns,"
he wrote later, " passed out of the minds of men that there is still
not a history of our country which devotes a single page to it, and
there is hardly an antiquary who has cared to disentomb the tragic
records of fights fought for freedom in this narrow theatre from
the archives which still contain them. The treatise of Brady written
from apolitical, that of Madox from a narrow antiquarian, point of
view; the summaries of charters given by the Commissioners under
the Municipal Reform Act; the volumes of Stephens and Mere-
wether; and here and there a little treatise on isolated towns are the
only printed materias for the study of the subject." Other materias
were gbundant. St Giles Fair was full of lessons for him. He
hes left an amusing account of how, on a solemn day which came
about once in eight years, he marched with Mayor and Corporation
round the city boundaries. He lingered over the memory of St
Martin's Church, the centre of the town life, the folk-mote within
itswalls, the low shed outside where mayor and bailiff administered
justice, the bell above which rang out its answer to the tocsin of
the gownsmen in . Mary's, the butchery and spicery and vintnery
which clustered round in the narrow dregts. " In a walk through
Oxford one may find illustrations of every period of our annas.
The cathedra still preserves the memory of the Mercian St Frides-
wide; the tower of the Norman Earls frowns down on the waters
of the Mill; around Merton hang the memories of the birth of our
Constitution; the New Learning and the Reformation mingle in
Christ Church; a‘'grind' aong the Marston Road follows the track
of the army of Fairfax; the groves of Magdalen preserve the living
traditions of the last of the Stewarts.”

Two years, however, of solitary effort to work out problems of
education, of life, of history, left him somewha disheartened and
bankrupt in energy. A mere accident at last brought the first counsel
and encouragement he had ever known. Some chance led him one
day to the lecture-room where Stanley, then Canon of Christ Church,
was spesking on the history of Dissent. Startled out of the in-
difference with which he had entered the room, he suddenly found
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himself listening with an interest and wonder which nothing in
Oxford had awakened, till the lecturer closed with the words,
"'Magna est Veritas, et pravalebitf words so great that | could
almost prefer them to the motto of our own University, 'Dominus*
illumnatio mea' " In his excitement he exclaimed, as Stanley,
on leaving the hall, passed close by him, " Do you know, sir, that
the words you quoted, ' Magna est Veritas, et praevalebit, are the
motto of the Town?" "ls it possible? How interesting! When
will you come and see me and talk about it?" cried Stanley; and
from that moment awarm friendship sprang up. " Then and after,"
Mr. Green wrote, " | heard you speak of work, not as a thing of
classes and fellowships, but as something worthy for its own sake,
worthy because it made us like the great Worker. 'If you cannot
or will not work at the work which Oxford gives you, at any rate
work at something." | took up my old boy-dreams of history again.
| think | have been a steady worker ever since."

It was during these years at Oxford that his first large historical
schemeswere laid. His plan took the shape of aHistory of theArch-
bishops of Canterbury; and seeking in Augustine and his followers a
clue through the maze of fifteen centuries, he proposed under this title
to write in fact the whole story of Christian civilization in England.
" No existing historians help me," he declared in his early days of
planning; " rather | have been struck by the utter blindness of one
and all to the subject which they profess to treat—the national growth
and developement of our country." When in 1860 he left Oxford
for the work he had chosen as curate in one of the poorest parishes
of East London, he carried with him thoughts of history. Letters
full of ardent discussion of the theological and social problems about
him still tell of hours saved here and there for the British Museum, of
work done on Cuthbert, on Columba, on Irish Church History—of a
Scheme for a history of Somerset, which bid fair to extend far, and
whichled direct to Glastonbury, Dunstan, and Early English matters.
Out of his poverty, too, he had gathered books about him, books
won at a cost which made them the objects of a singular affection;
and he never opened a volume of his "Acta Sanctorum" without

lingering memory of the painful efforts by which he had brought
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together the volumes one by one, and how many days he had gone
without dinner when there was no other way of buying them.

But books were not his only sources of knowledge. To the last
he looked on his London life as having given him his best lessons in
history. It was with his churchwardens, his schoolmasters, in vestry
meetings, in police courts, at boards of guardians, in service in chapel
or church, in the daily life of the dock-labourer, the tradesman, the
costermonger, in the summer visitation of cholera, in thewinter misery
that followed economic changes, that he learnt what the life of the
people meant as perhaps no historian had ever learnt it before. Con-
stantly struck down as he was by illness, even the days of Scknesswere
turned to use Every drive, every railway journey, every town he
passed through in brief excursions for health's sake, added something
to his knowledge ; if he was driven to recover strength to a seasde
lodging he could still note a description of Ebbsfleet or Richborough
or Minster, so that thereis scarcdy a picture of scenery or of geo-
graphical conditions in his book which is not the record of a victory
over the overwhelming languor of dissase

After two years of observation, of reading, and of thought, the
Archbishops no longer seemed very certain guides through the
centuries of England's growth. They filled the place, it would
appear, no better than the Kings. If some of them were great
leaders among the people, others were of little account; and after
the sixteenth century the upgrowth of the Nonconformists broke.
the higtory of the people, taken from the merely ecclesagtical point
of view, into two irreconcilable fractions, and utterly destroyed any
possbility of artistic treatment of the story as a whole. In a new
plan he looked far behind Augustine and Canterbury, and threw
himsef into geology, the physical geography of our idand in pre
historic times, and the study of the cave-men and the successve races
that peopled Britain, as introductory to the later history of England.
But hisfirst and dominating idea quickly thrust all others asde. It
was of the English People itself that he must write if he would write
after his own heart. The nine years spent in the monotonous reaches
of dreary dregts that make up Hoxton and Stepney, the close con-
tact with sdes of life little known to students, had only deepened the
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impressions with which the idea of a peopl€'slife had in Oxford struck
on hisimagination. " A State," he would sy, " is accidental; it can
be made or unmade, and is no real thing to me. But a nation is very
real to me. That you can neither make nor destroy.” Al hiswritings,
the historical articleswhich he sent to the Saturday Review and letters
to his much-honoured friend, Mr. Freeman, aike tended in the same
direction, and show how persistently he wasworking out his philosophy
of history. The lessons which years before he had found written in the
dreets and lanes of his native town were not forgotten. " History,"
he wrote in 1869, " we are told by publishers, isthe most unpopular of
all branches of literature at the present day, but it is only unpopular
because it s|ems more and more to sever itself fromall that can touch
the heart of apeople. In mediaevd history, above all, the narrow
ecclesastica character of the annals which serve as its base, instead
of being corrected by a wider research into the memorias which sur-
round us, has been actualy intensified by the partial method of their
study, till the story of a great people seams likely to be lost in the
mere squabbles of priests. Now there is hardly a better corrective
for al thisto be found than to st a man frankly in the dreets of a
simple English town, and to bid him work out the history of the men
who had lived and died there.  The mill by the stream, the tolls in
the market place, the brases of its burghers in the church, the
names of its dredts, the lingering memory of its guilds, the mace of its
mayor, tell us more of the past of England than the spire of Sarum
or the martyrdom of Canterbury. We sy designedly of the past of
England, rather than of the past of English towns. ... In England
the history of the town and of the country are one.  The privilege of
the burgher has speedily widened into the liberty of the people at
large.  The municipal charter has merged into the great charter of
the relm.  All the little druggles over toll and tax, all the little
clams of ' custom' and franchise, have told on the genera advance
of liberty and law. The townmotes of the Norman reigns tided free
discusson and sdf-government over from the Witanagemot of the old
England to the Parliament of the new. The husting court, with its
resolute assartion of justice by one's peers, gave us the whole fabric
of our judicial legidation. The Continental town losf its individuality
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by sinking to the servile level of the land from which it had isolated
itsdf. The English town log its individuality by lifting the country
at large to its own level of freedom and law."

The earnestness, however, with which he had thrown himsdlf into
his parish work left no time for any thought of working out his
cherished plans. His own needs were few, and during nearly three
years he spent on the necessties of schools and of the poor more
than the whole of the income he drew from the Church, while he
provided for his own support by writing at night, after his day's
work was done, articles for the Saturday Review. At lad, in
1869, the disase which had again and again attacked him fdll
with renewed violence on a frame exhausted with labours and
anxieties.  All active work was for ever at an end—the doctors
told him there was little hope of prolonging his life 9x months.
It was at this moment, the firss moment of leisure he had ever
known, that he proposed "to s down a few notions which
| have conceived concerning history'' which "might serve as an
introduction to better things if | lived, and might stand for some
work done if | did not." The "Short History" was thus begun.
When the sx months had passed he had ressted the first severity
of the attack, but he remained with scarcdy a hold on life; and
incessantly vexed by the suffering and exhaustion of constant ill-
nes, perplexed by quesions as to the mere means of livelihood,
thwarted and hindered by difficulties about books in the long winters
abroad, he till toiled on at histak. " | wonder," he said once in
ansver to some critic, " how in those years of physical pain and
despondency | could ever have written the book at all." Nearly
five years were given to the work. The sheds were written
and rewritten, corrected and canceled and begun again till it
seemed as though revison would never have an end. "The
book is full of faults" he declared sorrowfully, "which make
me almost hopdess of ever learning to write well."  As the work
went on his friends often remonstrated with much energy. Dean
Stanley could not forgive its missing so dramatic an opening as Caesar's
landing would have afforded. Others judged severdly his style, his
method, his view of history, his sdection and reection of facts
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Their judgement left him " lonely," he said; and with the senstive-
ness of the artistic nature, its quick apprehension of unseen danger,
its craving for sympathy, he saw with perhaps needless clearness of
vison the perils to his chance of winning a hearing which were pro-
phesed. He agreed that the " faults" with which he was charged
might cause the ruin of his hopes of being accepted either by historians
or by the public; and yet thesevery " faults" he inssted, were bound
up with his faith. The book was in fact, if not in name, the same
as that which he had planned at Oxford; to correct its " faults™"
he musgt change his whole conception of history ; he must renounce
his belief that it was the great impulses of national feeling, and
not the policy of statesmen, that formed the ground-work and bass
of the history of nations, and his certainty that political history
could only be made intelligible and just by basing it on social
history in its largest snse

" | may bewrong in my theories" he wrote, " but it is better for
me to hold to what | think true, and to work it out as| bes can,
even if | work it out badly, than to win the good word of some people
| repect and others | love" by giving up areal conviction. Amid
all his fears as to the failings of his work he still clung to the
belief that it went on the old traditional lines of English historians.
However Gibbon might err in massing together his social facts in
chapters apart, however inadequate Hume's attempts at social history
might be, however Macaulay might look at social facts merely as
bits of external ornament, they all, he maintained, professed the faith
he held. He used to protest that even those English historians who
desired to be merely " external and pragmatic” could not altogether
reach their aim as though they had been " High Dutchmen." The
free current of national life in England was too srong to allow
them to become ever wholly logt in State-papers, and because he
believed that Englishmen could therefore best combine the love of
accuracy and the appreciation of the outer aspects of national or
political life with a perception of the spiritual forces from which these
mere outer phenomena proceed, he never doubted that " the English
ideal of history would in the long run be what Gibbon made it in
his day—the first in the world."

When at lagt, by a miracle of resolution and endurance, the
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"Short History" wasfinished, " | felt," he wrote later, "asif | were
some young knight challenging the world with ray new method,
and something of the trumpet ring is in passage after passage”
But with discouraging reports of critics his despondency deepened.
" You mayn't succeed this time," said a friend, " but you are sure to
succeed some day." He never forgot that Mr. Stopford Brooke and
his publisher were unwavering in their belief in his work.

The book was published in 1874, when he was little more than 36
years of age. Before a month was over, in the generous welcome
given it by scholarsand by the English people, he found the reward of
hislong endurance. Mr. Green in fact was the first English historian
who had either conceived or written of English history from the side
of the principles which his book asserted; and in so doing he had
given to his fellow-citizens such a story of their Commonwealth as
to this day no other country in the world posssses.  The opposition
and criticism which he met with were in part a measure of the
originality of his conception. Success however, and criticism alike
came to him as they come to the true scholar. " | know," he said
in this first moment of unexpected recognition, "what men will say
of me, 'Hedied learning.' "

I know of no excuse which | could give for attempting any
revison of the " Short History," save that this was my husband's last
chargeto me. Nor can | give any other safeguard for the way in
which | have performed the work than the sincere and laborious
effort | have made to carry out that charge faithfully. | have been
very careful not to interfere in any way with the plan or structure
of the book, and save in a few exceptional casss, in which | knew
Mr. Green's wishes, or where a change of chronology made some
dight change in arrangement necessary, | have not altered its order.
My work has been rather that of correcting mistakes of detail which
must of a certainty occur in a story which covers so vast a field;
and in this| have been mainly guided throughout by the work of
revison done by Mr. Green himself in his larger "History." In
this History he had at first proposed merely to prepare a library
edition of the " Short History " revised and corrected. In his hands,
however, it became a wholly different book, the chief part of it having
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been re-written at much greater length and on an altered plan. | have
therefore only used its corrections so far as they could be adapted to a
book of different scope and arrangement. In hisown judgment (and he
judged himself severely), the errors of detail in the " Short History "
were not the mistakesthat lead to a false interpretation of the period,
or betray an unhistoric mode of regarding the general course of events.
In some passages, even wherel knew that Mr. Green's own criticism
went far beyond that of any of his critics, | have not felt justified in
making any attempt to expand or re-write what could only have been
re-written by himsdf. In other matters which have been the subject of
comments of some severity, the grounds of his own decision remained
unshaken; as for example, the scanty part played by Literaturcafter
1660, which Mr. Green regretted he had not explained in hisfirst pre-
face. It was necessary that the book should be brought to an end in
about eight hundred pages. Something must needs be Ieft out, and he
deliberately chose Literature, because it seemed to him that sfter 1660
Literature ceased to stand in the fore-front of national characterigtics,
and that Science, Industry, and thelike, played a much greater part. So
" for truth's sake " he sgt aside a strong personal wish to say much that
was in his mind on the great writers of later times, and turned away to
cotton-spinning and Pitt's finance. " It co¢ me much trouble" hesaid,
"and | knew the book would not be so bright, but I think | did rightly."

It was in this temper that all hiswork was done. Thesincerity, the
patient sdf-denial, the earnestness of purpose, that underlay all his
vivid activity were recognized by onewho was ever to him a mager in
English History. " Mr. Green," wrote Dr. Stubbs, " possessad in ho
scanty measure all the gifts that contribute to the making of a great
historian. He combined, so far as the history of England is conoer ned,
a complete and firm grasp of the subject in its unity and integrity with a
wonderful command of details, and a thorough sense of per spective and
proportion. All hiswork was real and original work ; few people besdes
those who knew him well would see under the charming ease and viva-
city of his style the deep research and sustained industry of the labori-
ousstudent. But it was so; there was no department of our national re-
cordsthat he had not studied and, | think | may say, mastered. Hence,
I think, the unity of hisdramatic scenes and the cogency of his histori-
cal arguments. Like other people he made mistakes sometime : but
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scarcely ever does the correction of his mistakes affect either the essence
of the picture or the force of the argument. And in him the desire of
stating and pointing the truth of history was as strong as the wish to
make both his pictures and his arguments telling and forcible. He
never treated an opposing view with intolerance or contumely; his
handling of controversial matter was exemplary. And then, to add still
mor e to the debt we owe him, there is the wonderful simplicity and
beauty of the way in which he tells his tale, which morethan anything
else has served to make English historya popular, and as it ought to
be, if not the first, at least the second study of all Englishmen."

I have to thank those friends of Mr. Green, Dr. Stubbs, Dr.
Creighton, Professor Bryce, and Mr. Lecky, who, out of their regard
for his memory, have made it a pleasure to me to ask their aid and
counsel. | owe a special gratitude to Professor Gardiner for a ready
help which spared no trouble and counted no codt, and for the rare
generosity which placed at my disposal the results of his own latest
and unpublished researches into such matters as the pressing of
recruits for the New Model, and the origin of theterm Ironside as a
personal epithet of Cromwell. Mr. Osmund Airy hasvery kindly given
me valuable suggestions for the Restoration period ; and throughout
the whole work Miss Norgate has rendered services which the most
faithful and affectionate loyalty could alone have prompted.

1888.

In this later edition some further corrections have been made in
matters relating to Ireland, in consequence of the researches of
later scholars and new material discovered in the last thirty-five
years since the " Short History " was published. | give my sincere
thanksto Dr. Norman Moore for his valuable advice and help in
this matter.

1911.

In the Epilogue, | gratefully acknowledge special assistance given
me by Mr. F. R. Harris in the survey of continental problems
throughout the middle of the nineteenth century.

1916 ALICE STOPFORD GREEN.



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

T H E aim of the following work is defined by its title; it is a history,
not of English Kings or English Conquests, but of the English
People. At the risk of sacrificing much that was interesting and
attractive in itself, and which the constant usage of our historians
has made familiar to English readers, | have preferred to pass lightly
and briefly over the details of foreign wars and diplomacies, the
personal adventures of kings and nobles, the pomp of courts, or the
intrigues of favourites, and to dwell at length on the incidents of
that constitutional, intellectual, and social advance in which we read
the history of the nation itself. It is with this purpose that | have
devoted more space to Chaucer than to Cressy, to Caxton than to
the petty strife of Yorkist and Lancastrian, to the Poor Law of
Elizabeth than to her victory at Cadiz, to the Methodist revival
than to the escape of the Y oung Pretender.

Whatever the worth of the present work may be, | have striven
throughout that it should never sink into a "drum and trumpet
history." It is the reproach of historians that they have too often
turned history into a mere record of the butchery of men by their
fellow-men. But war plays a small part in the real story of European
nations, and in that of England its part is smaller than in any. The
only war which has profoundly affected English society and English
government is the Hundred Years' War with France, and of that
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war the results were simply evil. If | have said little of the glories
of Cressy, it is because | have dwelt much on the wrong and misery
which prompted the verse of Longland and the preaching of Ball
But on the other hand, | have never shrunk from telling at length
the triumphs of peace. | have restored to their place among the
achievements of Englishmen the "Faerie Queen " and the "Novum
Organum." | have st Shakspere among the heroes of the Eliza-
bethan age, and placed the scientific inquiries of the Royal Society
side by side with the victories of the New Model If some of the
conventional figures of military and political history occupy in
my pages less than the space usually given them, it is because |
have had to find a place for figures little heeded in common history
—the figures of the missionary, the poet, the printer, the merchant,
or the philosopher.

In England, more than elsewhere, constitutional progress has
been the result of social development. In a brief summary of our
history such as the present, it was impossible to dwell as | could
have wished to dwell on every phase of this development; but
| have endeavoured to point out, at great crises, such as those of
the Peasant Revolt or the Rise of the New Monarchy, how much
of our political history is the outcome of social changes; and
throughout | have drawn greater attention to the religious, intel-
lectual, and industrial progress of the nation itself than has, so far
as | remember, ever been done in any previous history of the
same extent.

The scale of the present work has hindered me from giving in
detail the authorities for every statement. But | have prefixed to
each section a short critical account of the chief contemporary autho-
rities for the period it represents as well as of the most useful modern
works in which it can be studied. As | am writing for English
readers of a general class | have thought it better to restrict myself
in the latter case to English books, or to English translations of
foreign works where they exist. This is a rule which | have only
Broken in the occasional mention of French books, such as those
of Guizot or Mignet, well known and within reach of ordinary
students. | greatly regret that the publication of the first volume
of the invaluable Constitutional History of Professor Stubbs came
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too late for me to use it in my account of those early periods on
which it has thrown so great a light.

I am only too conscious of the faults and oversights in a work,
much of which has been written in hours of weakness and ill health.
That its imperfections are not greater than they are, | owe to the
kindness of those who have from time to time aided me with sugges-
tions and corrections; and especially to my dear friend Mr. E. A.
Freeman, who has never tired of helping me with counsel and
criticism. Thanks for like friendly help are due to Professor Stubbs
and Professor Bryce, and in literary matters to the Rev. Stopford
Brooke, whose wide knowledge and refined taste have been of the*
greatest service to me. I am indebted to the kindness of Miss
Thompson for permission to use the Genealogical Tables prefixed
to my work, and to Mr. Freeman for a like permission to use some
of the maps in his " Old English History."

The Chronological Annals which precede the text will, | trust,
be wuseful in the study of those periods where the course of my
story has compelled me to neglect the strict chronological order
of succession. In using this book as a school book, both teacher
and scholar would do well to study them side by side with the
text

b2
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