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PREFACE Vil

account, chiefly, of their linguistic and antiqua-
rian interests, but rarely and casualy only as
repositories (not, of course, consciously conceived
as such) of gradually expanding types of human
culture, though the foundations of a natural
history approach to the study of this literature had
aready been truly and firmly laid by Roth so far
back as 1846. There must, at this moment, the
Writer conceives, be a growing body of readers
who will appreciate a naturalistic approach to the
study of these literatures, which, if it happens

to be unorthodox, is presumably so in no sinister
sense.

This advisedly secular approach to the study
of the Hindu and Parsi " scriptures,” the Writer
believes, has possibly enabled him to project some
added or even new light inter alia upon (i) the first
beginnings in the old world of the basic industries
of human civilization, (ii) the correlation between
the Indo-Aryan and Magian cultures, which though
definitely suspected by Hellenic Greek writers, has
been (not inexcusably) lost sight of by the more
sceptically minded modern savant, (Ui) the true
historical and socia setting of the movement of

religious reform which is associated with the
name of Zoroaster.

The matters investigated in this book formed
the subject of a course of University Extension
Lectures which the Author delivered in the Depart-
ment of Anthropology of the Calcutta University
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in March and April, 1936, when the late lamented
Dr. Panchanan Mitra, M.A., Ph.D. (whose
cordial appreciation and encouragement of this
work the Author will ever remember) was still
its Head.

HIGH COURT

Calcutta, 1937

BAR ASSOCIATION LIBRARY,
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THE ARYAN TRAIL IN
IRAN AND INDIA

CHAPTEE |

INTRODUCTORY—THE ORIGINS AND ECOLOGY
OF CULTURES

8§ 1. The " Racial Genius " Myth.

1. Much confusion has resulted from the
assumption, tacit or expressed (which is found
underlying most of the current speculations in the
fields of comparative religion, linguistics, ethno-
logy and anthropology), of the existence of funda-
mentally distinct racial units with fixed physical,
mental and cultural characteristics. The complex
of factors which go to make up such an ethnic
unit has been supposed to possess an individua-
lity all itsown and a momentum which tends to
maintain that individuality through thick and thin
in the most diverse surroundings, so that in the
event of two such units coming together, the con-
tributions of each would tend to fall on those of the
other in distinct strands, each strand unmistakably
pointing to the particular ethnic sourcefrom which
it is derived, Justification for this assumption
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appears to be afforded by contemporary observa-
tions of events and movements in quite recent
centuries, which mostly concern over-organised
peoples (and not communities with undefined,
floating and shifting traditions), peoples possessing
relatively fixed types of language and written
literature and well-defined political and social
habits and institutions. These viewed at short
range do appear to exhibit an appreciable measure
of rigidity and resistance. The observations in
question however will, on examination, be found
to affect the operations mainly of the intellect at
its higher reaches, and ideas generated by such
operations which are found usually recorded as
written literature and are consciously studied as
such. To apply these observations by analogy to
account for the growth and modification of culture
in every one of its aspects amongst still unformed
peoples cannot but prove to be exceedingly
misleading.

2. That the assumption, despite its plainly
arbitrary character, isstill ruling strong is apparent
from the increasing currency which the recently
coined terms " Proto-Aryan " and " Proto-Semite "
are receiving in the abovenamed fields of specula-
tion. It is no doubt perfectly legitimate to speak
of a Semitic " family " of languages ; and (for all
that the resemblances in their case are neither
close nor considerable) of an Aryan family of
languages in a sense to be presently explained.
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Whilst there are cumulative data pointing to the
existence of an ancestral Semitic people speaking
a parent Proto-Semitic tongue, all that can be
affirmed with assurance of the supposed Aryan
family of languages is that, into the composition
of the severa members thereof, there have entered
a number of common linguistic features and ele-
ments which afford links for historically connect-
ing them (as well as the peoples who came to
speak them) but in ways which still remain to be
defined with any approach to precision. The
hypothesis that these common linguistic traits
necessarily betoken also kinship of blood and racial
affinity of one sort or another is no longer actively
maintained, although undoubtedly it still con-
tinues to colour contemporary thought. The belief,
however, that inheritance of blood, once established,
will carry with it inheritance of fixed mental
habits and tendencies leading to cultural features
of marked specificity of a more or less unalterable
type continues to dominate every variety of contem-
porary anthropological and quasi-anthropological
literature.

3. There are reasons, other than bare linguistic
resemblauces, for inferring that there existed a
primitive Proto-Semitic people who at intervals
dispersed from a more or less limited geographi-
cal areain Arabia, carrying with them, and infect-
ing, other peoples and cultures with linguistic
peculiarities, ideas and beliefs which they brought
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from those homes, they in turn being affected (it
may be less strongly in the matter of language,
the Semitic language having generaly proved
a highly dominant one) by those other peoples.
But exactly similar inferences have been drawn,
in the dmnce of any similar justifiable
reasons, concerning the existence and spread of
the "Proto-Aryan." And because some tongues
have not admitted of being included in either of
these two " families " of languages, the peoples
who speek or spoke them have tended (for that
reason only) to be left out as racially unclassifiable,
the Basques, the Etruscans and the Sumerians, to
mention instances.

4. Not that savants, when language fails, show
any lack of disposition to determine the racial
affinities of thelinguistically unclassfied peoples
by reference to supposedly characteristic cultural
traits, but these so-called fixed traits, upon exami-
nation, are found to have scarcely any bass in
realities. They often serve no purpose in fact
beyond reflecting the persond preudices of the
savants themsalves. Language apart, the term
" Aryan," for quiteintelligible reasons, has come
very generdly to be associated with a hypothetical
super-rece of the most gpproved habits, the
" Semitic" coming a somewhat dose second.
But absolute unanimity hasfailed to be achieved,
and that quite naturally, asthe " most approved
habits " themselves have tended to differ according
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as the savant has supposed himself to belong by
origin to one or the other of these ethnic groups,
all of which, it need hardly be pointed out, is very
questionable science.

5. The assumption of specid habits, customs
and cultural traits being inherent in the "genius of
a race" isbut rarely avowed in these days, except
by politicians for purely propaganda purposes. But
avast amount of learning on comparative religion,
language and culture has aready been built up
upon that foundation; and those who are now
taking up the tale at the point where it has been
left by their predecessors can scarcely avoid slipping
into the same grooves of thought and expression.

6. At what rate languages intermix and pass
from people to people, and a more useful language
uparsedes another or others found less useful,
overcoming conservative and patriotic preudices
working in the contrary direction, can be ssn
from events happening under our own eyes. This
however must have been an infinitely more common
occurrence in prehistoric times, provided peoples
of different tongues had but the chance of meeting
together in close and i ntimate contact, which clearly
they did time after timein the regions intervening
between the Mediterranean Sea and the Delta of
the Ganges, in both historic and prehistoric times.
And such occurrences must have been happening
in earlier ages, though not perhaps to the same
extent, in the grasslands of Eurasia where the
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pastoral nomad races, mutually independent units
by reason of their very mode of life, must have fre-
quently passed and repassed each other (when they
did not actually amalgamate), with recurrent
opportunities of making mutually accommodating
grazing arrangements, fraternising, marrying and
concluding other exchanges of kinds, both material
and moral. The existence of many tongues, it is
generally overlooked, has been widely recognised in
ancient legend and less ancient history as in
itself an undesirable thing, which shows at the very
least that peoples from the earliest days, so far
from being fanatically exclusive, were as a rule
eager for social intercourse. The Biblical legend
connected with confusion of tongues at Babel and
the Avestan aspiration for an apocalypse when all
differences in language will disappear, find signi-
ficant support from an inscription left by the
Assyrian monarch Tiglath Pilesar (circ. 1100
B. C.) in which he stated that he had " subdued
forty-two lands and their princes from beyond the
lower Zab to the farther side of the Euphrates, the
land of the Hittites and the Upper Sea of the
West, by the fifth year of his reign” in order, as
he said, "to make them all of one tongue. "

7. Language, it must however be borne in
mind, is not languageonly but a great and powerful
vehicleof ideas and cultural traits. But if it is
seen, superficiallv at least, to be as catching almost
as an infectious disease, it does not really succeed
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in working out its fell or beneficent purposes if
the attending conditions do not in fact favour its
acceptance and spread. Environment therefore
operates as a most powerful determinant in the
whole complicated process. Primitive peoples, at
all events, did not make themselves conversant
with foreign tongues for the mere pleasure of
such exercises ; and very few who are not primi-
tive do so even to-day unless impelled by some
felt necessity naturally arising or created artifi-
cially.

8. The reflections above outlined are the
outcome of certain studies the writer has had
occasion to make of the literatures recorded
in the Vedas, the Avesta and in the Hebrew
Old Testament in relation to the treatment these
have received at the hands of inquiring savants.
He himself had started on these studies
with a half-formed expectation of discovering
from the Vedas and the Avesta the "funda-
mental " traits of an "Aryan," "Indo-Aryan" or
" Indo-Iranian " culture. He had expected in the
same way to find traces in the Old Testament of
the gradual unfolding, from a primitive " Proto-
Semitic" beginning,of the successive stages of the
typical " Semitic' culture. He came away from
these studies, however, firmly convinced that both
the Vedic and the Avestan cultures taken by them
selves were highly composite syncretic processes,
as indeed appeared to be the case aso with the
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Hebrew culture found reflected in the Old Testa-
ment. The archetypal Aryan and Semitic cul-
tures and the Proto-Aryan " and "Proto-
Semite " he had been looking for equally eluded
his grasp.

9. AIl the three literatures mentioned are
hieratic literatures and concern a domain of ideas
and concepts which, according to modern notions,
should offer the stoutest resistance to foreign conta-
minations. But nothing in the course of his
studies struck the writer more forcibly than the
facile receptivity of the earliest priests and their
readiness to admit or compromise with foreign
gods and foreign beliefs, non-receptivity and in-
tolerance being not only exceptional but conspi-
cuous by their absence. These arrived indeed but
at the very latest stages, and owing, wherever they
did, to highly exceptional circumstances.

10. And the conviction was further borne in
upon him that the ideas and concepts with which
each of these cultural systems presumably started
and those others which they picked up in their
progress through time, owed hardly anything at all
to any supposed " genius " of a raceor races, but
were mostly natural responses of essentially the
same order or type of mind to the varying demands
of the environments in which from time to time
it found itself placed. At the stages of the civili-
zation these peoples started from, the physical
environment was no doubt the one that spoke
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most loudly to their minds. But it was even then
not the whole environment, of which a factor of
not the least importance was association (ranging
from the most casual to the most intimate) with
other peoples and tribes with like or unlike sepa
rately evolved customs and ways of thought.

11. Thetraditional method of approach to the
literatures of the Vedas, the Avesta and the Old
Testament for comparative purposes has of course
been to settle first (as it has suited the tastes and
predilections of theinquiring savant to do) what
the characteristic (morally flavoured) Aryan, Semi-
tic, Babylonian or Magian features should be, so
that whatever in these literatures did not appear to
fit into the " features" so determined of the one
or the other of these " racial elements " was rele-
gated as an even more outlandish foreign adultera-
tion, Egyptian,* Turanian, Cimmerian, Dravidian
or what not. Vedic and Avestan material have
been repeatedly sought to be sorted out and re-
solved into characteristically " Aryan features"
and equally characteristic "Non-Aryan intrusions”

1

The Egyptian stock has been steadily rising through
the successful archamlogical labours of Egyptologists, and
one does come across savants (not Egyptologists) who
would even trace everything that has happened onthis
planet in the way of culture to the Egyptians or to imita-
tion of Egyptian models. Intimate acquaintance with the
details of a hitherto unknown culture tends increasingly to
breed respect rather than contempt for it.

2
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by what has been not quite undeservingly stigma-
tised as the "olfactory test."

12. It is not surprising to find that since
savants, themsalves owning different race-allegi-
ances, have been joining in the quest, this " olfac-
tory test" has, in its application, been proving
more productive of differences than of agreements.
Luckily or unluckily, a large measure of agreement
had aready been reached before this mixture
of races took place amongst the inquiring savants
themsalves. The agreed traits are however as a
whole little better than literary fashions or conven-
tions which have become fixed by sheer repetition
of opinions thrown off at hazard in the earlier
dages of this kind of speculation, and adopted
practically without examination and serious scienti-
fic criticism of any kind whatsoever.

8 2. Ecology of Culture. Plasticity of the Human
Mind and its Reactions to Environment.

13. The archetypal Aryan and Semite being
now highly suspect, a different line of approach
sams to be called for.  What that line should be
was fully understood, and partially limned, severd
decades ago by Sir J. G. Frazer in " The Golden
Bough." The whole subject of the influence
which physical environment has exercised on the
history of religion,” he observed (he was thinking
of religion only), " deserves to be studied with more
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attention than it has yet received,” But, as |
have dready indicated (para. 10), the physical
environment (the importance of which is not to be
minimised) is apart only of the whole environ-
ment to which the human organism actively
reacts.

14. Of course, the outstanding difficulty in
the way of arriving at correct conclusons lies,
first and foremost, in the paucity of workable data,
so that whatever line of investigation may be
pursued, a considerable element of speculation and
hypothesis is bound to enter into the process.
Even s0, this new line has got to be followed up to
its consequences if only to displace speculations
and hypotheses ab initio untenable, for cogent
psychological amongst other reasons

15.  The human mind, it will be well to re-
member aways, is not only plastic so that it
actively responds and reacts to the environment
for the time being in specific ways, it is dso facile
and can react in any one of severa but equally
intelligible ways to substantially the same environ-
ment. The course of culture is thus not altogether
pre-determined; neither is it for that reason
erratic, for it is adways possble to discover a
method, and a psychological one, in even its
madnesses.

16. The human mind is beddes eminently
educable, the environment being its ever-present
exacting educator. The mind's intellectual and
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emotional endowments and its specia aptitudes
for adaptation to an environment, it should be
further observed, ae in the main " acquired
characters.” Man's " culture,” at any stage, is
the sura of his gpecial reactions to the specid en-
vironment in which he finds himself placed,
reactions which ssem to sk a provisional fixity
inavariety of traditions and institutions which,
once they have taken definite shapes, form in
themselves cumulative factors of that environment.
These may very appropriately be discriminated
from the purely physica environment as the
" socia environment."”

17. The environment taken as a whole is never
fixed, specially when the tribe or people is, asvery
often itis, itself mobile. And the mental part of
the environment is infinitely more yielding and
dterable than the physical. Indeed ideas, tradi-
tions, beliefs and institutions are far more readily
assumed and " swopped " than they were supposed
to be a few decades ago. But such as they are at
any particular point of time, they (that isto say,
the cultureitself) play an important part in deter-
mining the subsequent turns of that culture. The
more the culture grows in complexity and richness
the more influence it has on its own future, the
balance, initially all in favour of the physical en-
vironment, tending in this way more and more
to shift towards the mental and cultural part
of it.
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18. Thus to take an extreme case for illustra-
tive purposes, physically juxtaposed though they
may be, the savage aboriginal and the English-
speaking settler in Australia to-day live in sub-
stantially widely differing environments  The
nearly irreclaimable savage is and remains what he
is because he never has had the chance to be any-
thing ese and still lacks it effectively though not
to outward appearance ; whereas the white settler
is what he is mainly because of his ever-recurring
opportunities and incentives to seize it, due
mainly to what has been passed on to him in the
form of social legacies (not inheritances) by his
ancestors and to the latter by theirs, however much
he may have persuaded himself that he is what he
is because he started by belonging to a specialy
favoured superior " racial type." There can be
no question that a time was when the ancestors of
both started upon the same plane with funda-
mentally like physical and mental equipments.
The difference has been determined by the history
and geography through which they have had to
make or wade their ways.

19. Most of the white settlers, if asked,
will no doubt deny that their ancestors were
kneaded from the same clay as the ancestors of the
savages and that they are what they are and not
what the savages have been because they have
been 0 made by history. They will claim that
they and their ancestors have been of the great
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" Indo-European,” " Aryan " or (the now more
fashionable) " Nordic " race, which so far from
having at any stage been made by history has
been destined from the very beginning to make it.
| shall examine more in detail this claim and
the data upon which it may be supposed to be
based.
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THE NOMAD PRESSURE UPON AGRICULTURAL
ASIA—-SYNCRETISM OF CULTURES

8 1. The Semitic and Aryan (Nomad) Pressure
Fronts on Agricultural Asia.

20. Spread over a geographical area stretching
from the British Isles to the Delta of the Ganges
and from Norway to South Persia and Seistan
there have been living from amost the earliest
beginnings of historical times a variety of peoples
speaking what appear on a superficial examination
to be closely allied or dialectic variants of an ori-
ginal common tongue. True, the representative
members of this family of languages exhibit vastly
more numerous and fundamental differences in
detail than the remotest amongst the members of
the Semitic family of languages. They all how-
ever agree in possessing a recognisable type of
grammatical structure and have a small stock of
words common to them all, namely, those for the
numerals, family relationships, parts of the body,
certain animals and gods, and a few other things
and acts, just those common linguistic factors in
fact which a number of primitive peoples, bred in
physical environments possessing certain distinc-
tive common features and frequently meeting



16 ARYAN AND SEMITIC NOMADS

together for social and economic intercourses of
kinds suitable to their state of culture, would have
to evolve to make such intercourses practicable.
The testimony of history is fairly clear that none
of these varieties of peoples have been autocthonous
in the countries where they have been found
making history and being made by it in historic
times. Itisfairly certain too that they irrupted
into those countries from the far less productive
and hospitable North, where there were only grass-
land steppes of nature's growth which, in the
beginning, could only accommodate and breed
pastoral tribes, living parasitically on flocks of
sheep and goats and herds of horses and cattle
whom they had somehow succeeded in domestica-
ting and whom they followed perforce from one
likely halting place to another in their pursuit of
fresh or as yet unexhausted pasture. It is equally
certain that the countries into which they irrupted
must, from the earliest beginnings of human
culture worth taking into account as such, have
in large parts accommodated and bred members of
that same human species, who had in like manner
taught themselves to tame and breed certain plant
species upon which they lived in a like if less
obviously parasitical manner. That any of the
human species in Eurasia, in this prehistoric age,
had risen equal to teaching themselves simultane-
ously the arts of breeding both food plants and
food animals to serve them in their several ways
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at the same time may safely be discarded as a
highly unlikely hypothesis.?

21. Theirruptions from the North took place
on a very extended front, but the dents they were
able to make in Syria and Mesopotamia were not
very deep ; for this country lay disposed in the
shape of a crescent against the fan-shaped north-
ward bulge of the Arabian desert tracts, behind
which were the breeding grounds of another
variety of nomads whose likes may be seen even
to-day in the Bedouins; and these nomads had
forestalled the grass-land nomads from the North
by a millennium at least in Syria and Mesopota-
mia, where they had established states and mili-
tary organisations which stayed the southward
progress of the North-land nomads into these orga-
nised territories.

22. There appear to have been several Semitic
irruptions into Syria and Mesopotamia in these
prehistoric times at fairly long intervals. The
dialectic differences observable in the languages
they brought with them are not however such as
to justify the inference that they had all been
different peoples and carriers of different varieties
of cultures bred at different independent centres.
The region behind the deserts which threw off
these overflows of its population was in fact suffi-
ciently restricted geographically to satisfy the

2 See Note A at the end of this chapter.
3



18 " PROTO-ARXANS *

requirements of a common nidus and a common
centre of dispersal The " Proto-Semite " thus
appears from these considerations to have been a
prehistoric fact and reality. These considerations
do not apply however to any extent in the cae
of the Northern nomads, and the analogy of the
" Proto-Semite " misapplied in their cases has
led only to awild chase, punctuated by recrimina-
tions, for a hypothetical " common centre of
Aryan dispersal " carrying with it by implication
the very unlikely hypothesis of a single " Proto-
Aryan " parent race.

23. The geography of Northern) Eurasia clear-
ly discloses no apt possible common centre of
Aryan incubation but enormous siretches of grass:
lands fringed on the south by what has been sought
to be distinguished as the " park-land" belt,
beyond which had lain the really effectively culti-
vable areas in which the agriculturists of the
South had their settled homes and cultures suited
to that specia environment.

24. Unlike the lands of the Southern agri-
culturists no part of the grasslands on the North
could possbly have been "occupied" territory.
The roaming nomad tribes would meat and pess
and repass esch other repeatedly in a manner
inconceivable to the settled agricultural tribes and
peoples of the South. Before the occurrence of
the catastrophic climatic changes which, it must
be supposed, drove these grass-land peoples south-
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ward in hungry hordes, these must have lived in
circumstances which meant peace and mutual
adjustments, upon the whole, between tribe and
tribe. Not being any kind of industrialists, and
not knowing or having any use for wealth of any
kind, which in every form would be an embarass-
ment to their owners in the kind of life they had
to lead, they would have neither the desire nor the
means to wage wars for booty or conquest against
eech other or against anybody dse. It was
hunger which turned these born and bred unwar-
like peoples into wolves and hawks when later they
swooped down upon the agriculturists.

25. If the " Proto-Semites’ may be supposed
to have started with the same common language
which later produced dialectic variations, the
tendency in the quite different conditions obtain-
ing in the glassland country would be towards
tribes speaking, it may be, originally different
tongues developing a common stock of words and
other common linguistic features for facilitating
exchanges of intercourse between tribes meeting at
fairly frequent intervals. The common features
presented by the so-caled Indo-Aryan family of
languages are more easily accounted for by this
than by the hypothesis of a common descent from
anoriginally singletribe.

26. All these of course are surmises but, |

hope, geographically " necessay " ones. What
is certain historically speaking, however, is that
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when the Aryans enter into history, they nowhere
exhibit themselves as o;;t and out nomads, though
they still appear to carry predominantly pastoral
habits and outlooks. By this | mean they still
value cattle for the meat and milk they supply and
not mainly as important accessories in the opera-
tions of agriculture, which they chiefly came to
be amongst all originally agricultural people as a
rule. They know some agriculture and practise
simple forms of trading, and, though apt to move
forward upon the slightest provocation, have
learned to attach some value to " homes." Their
social structure is patriarchal, the tribes being com-
posed of household units so organised, and ready to
federate in a somewhat loose manner under elected
chieftainries.

§ 2. "Park-land" Ideology.

27. The best succinct formulation | have
come across of a theory which tries to take in
these facts, and the linguistic peculiarities previous-
ly noticed at the same time, is to be found in
Mr. J. L. Myres's hand-book in the Home
University Library Series, " The Dawn of His-
tory."" At pp. 196-97 of this book occurs this
passage :

" We are probably not far wrong in regarding
the first users of this type of speech as having in-
habited some parts, perhaps many contiguous
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parts, of the park-land country which fringes these
steppes, and as having spread in a long period of
slow development, accelerated from time to time
by drought and migrations caused by drought.
Some drifted in moister periods in the direction of
the treeless steppe, losing or confusing their
vocabulary for forestry and farming ; others, in
dry spells, further into the forests, with corres-
ponding forgetfulness of their more pastoral
habits.  Much recent controversy over details
would have been avoided if it had been realized
earlier by students of these languages that the
geographical regime of all grass-land regionsis
liable to these periodic changes ; and that the
immediate effect of such change is either to
alter the mode of life of the inhabitants till it
suits their new surroundings, or ese to drive
them out into regions where they still can live in
the ancestral way." And bearing in mind that
the differences between the Indo-European
languages are much more marked than between
those of the Semitic group Mr. Myres was of
opinion that these could be quite satisfactorily
accounted for by assuming much longer periods of
time for their differentiations or else much potent
and varied changes in environment and mode of
life.

28. | hope to be able to bring forward reasons
and considerations which will point to a different
theory. But the theory formulated in the above
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extract presents certain inherently doubtful features
which call for examination at once.

29. Mr. Myres gppears to have regarded his
Proto-Aryans as a people who were agriculturists
with settled houses for cultivation purposes and
pastoral nomads at the same time in relation to their
flocks and herds, and has suggested that they became
from time to time pure nomads or pure agriculturists
according as they were forced to shift northward
or southward owing to climatic exigencies of one
kind or another. The possibilities of these later
transformations (which translated themselves again
without delay into altered cultural and linguistic
habits) nead hardly to be canvassed, snce the
original conditions assumed, squarely put as | have
doneit, would be, humanly speaking, incapable of
happening.?

30. Then as regards the supposad “park-land "
home of the " Pro to-Aryans,” by this must have
been meant lands which admitting of cultivation
a odd favourable spots yet had grass enough at
the same time to maintain the cultivators' cattle
wealth which naturally would have been far fewer
than the nomads herds and flocks. "Park-
land," in other words, was land which the agri-
culturist would necessarily avoid if he had to
depend solely on agriculture (snce what he would

% See para. 20 supra, and Note A at the end of this
chapter.
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get by agriculture would have had to be eked out
by flocks and herds feeding on fodder of nature's
own providing); and land again which the nomad
pure and smple would equally have to avoid (since
the grass raised by nature would not be enough to
sustain his numerous flock and herd for any period
worth staying for at that one spot). It is realy
impossible to imagine that these abnormally poor
deppe and, in part, foret lands could really
ever have fed and bred any of the numerous
Northern hordes who swooped down upon and
overwhelmed the agricultural settlements down
in the South in prehistoric times.*

31. This "park-land" home of the Proto-
Aryans, | can scarcely avoid concluding, is a scholes-
tic conception with nothing in the world of facts to
ansver to it. The poor grass-land fringe (christ-
ened " park-land") which sood between the rich
grass-lands of the steppes and the amost spontane-
oudy productive agricultural lands down south
must in those early ages have remained unoccu-
pied, except perhagps for small roving bands of
gypsy vagabonds who would camp now in the
vicinity of a nomad encampment and later in the
outskirts of settled agricultural villages to pilfer
and barter,” because at this stage such lands would

* See Note A at the end of this chapter.
® Thereis evidence in very early Sanskrit literature of
prowling gypsy-like bands of nomads straying into the
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get by agriculture would have had to be eked out
by flocks and herds feeding on fodder of nature's
own providing); and land again which the nomad
pure and smple would equally have to avoid (since
the grass raised by nature would not be enough to
sustain his numerous flock and herd for any period
worth staying for at that one spot). It is readly
impossible to imagine that these abnormally poor
deppe and, in part, forest lands could really
ever have fed and bred any of the numerous
Northern hordes who swooped down upon and
overwhelmed the agricultural settlements down
in the South in prehistoric times.*

31. This "park-land" home of the Proto-
Aryans, | can scarcely avoid concluding, isa scholas-
tic conception with nothing in the world of facts to
ansver to it. The poor grass-land fringe (christ-
ened " park-land") which gtood between the rich
grasslands of the steppes and the amost spontane-
oudy productive agricultural lands down south
must in those early ages have remained unoccu-
pied, except perhaps for small roving bands of
gypsy vagabonds who would camp now in the
vicinity of a nomad encampment and later in the
outskirts of settled agricultural villages to pilfer
and barter,”> because at this stage such lands would

* See Note A at the end of this chapter.
® Thereis evidence in very early Sanskrit literature of
prowling gypsy-like bands of nomads sraying into the
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be below the lowest margin of productivity either
as feeding ground for the nomads herds or for
cultivation by the agriculturists. This " no-man*s
land " could be made productive only by nomads
who in addition to their native art of cattle-rearing
had acquired from the agriculturists the art of
cultivation, or by agriculturists who somehow or
other had picked up in addition to their own native
art a knowledge of cattle-rearing. The settled
agriculturists might not improbably have learned
their first lessons in cattle-rearing from those very
thieving gypsies from whom they got the cattle in
exchange for gold and iron which the nomads are
seen from the earliest times to have keenly prized
for ornament and weapon. But it is easy to se
that the nomads could not possibly pick up the
rudiments either of cultiva