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PREFACE

HEN South Africa's leader visited England in

1942 boysfrequently asked thewriter what Smuts
had done that he should be welcomed with such honour
and heard with such respect by the whole nation.
Some of them knew his name vaguely, and associated
it with ol d books about the Boer War, inwhich Smuts
appeared as the central figurein group photographs of
sturdy, heavily moustached men who wore bandoliers
across their chests and broad-brimmed hats.

Smuts fought againgt Britain in the most exciting
venture of that war. Then, through Britishfair dealing
and trust, he became our staunch friend. Believingin
unity among mankind, hefirst worked to achieve the
unity of hisown land; and then strove, againgt tireless
and often vicious opposition, for South African co-
operation with Britain and the Commonwealth. In that
partnership he saw South Africa great among the
nationswithout losing her Freedom and individuality.
In 1914, with Botha, he ensured that South Africa
stood by Britain, and again took the field in two
African campaigns. Inthe central direction of the last
war Mr Lloyd George was gready influenced by his
advice, and assgned him many duties. Smuts planned
the air defence of L ondon and urged the formation of
the Air Ministry, and was one of the creator™ of the
R.A.F. At the Peace he gave advice and warning to
the Allies, much of which, it can be argued, has been
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jxfetified. With President Wilson he was the leading
protagonist of the League of Nations, which he hoped
would set mankind on the path to unity. For many
years between the wars he had to combat an extreme
nationalism in South Africawhich threatened to disin-
tegrate the Union and separate it from the British
Commonwealth.

It was Smuts's influence in 1939 which again ranged
South Africa by the sde of Britain, his energy which
produced the armies of East African and Libyan fame
and started a vast production of war-material in aland
lacking great heavy industries. Smuts is a soldier,
philosopher, and far-sighted statesman. In the British
Commonwealth of Nations he ses a model for future
associations of peoples, each retaining its liberty and
personality, but all working for the good of the whole.
He is one of the world's few illustrious men.
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Uo GENERAL SMUTS

Even before the Company was dissolved the settlers of
the eastern Cape drove them out and formed arepublic.
The Company had employed its own troops, reinforced
by levies from the settlers. By this time Europeans had
extended their penetration asfar asthe Great Fish River
to the ess of Cgpe Town and amost to the Orange
river, and in the Bantu races were meeting foes more
formidable than their earlier adversaries, the Bushmen
and Hottentots. Now, to defend themsdves against
these warriors, the Boers developed the * commando
—a sysem of conscription of burghers, or citizens.
A great, uncrowded land imbued the Boers with a
love of freedom and dislike of interference from a
central Government. Y et they were not long to enjoy
this spacious, unfettered way of life. Eventsin Europe
caused their land first to be occupied by the British,
then transferred to Holland, and finally, at the end of
the Napoleonic Wars, to be attached to Great Britain.
A British Governor and Council administered-the Cape
and werefollowed by British colonistsin fair numbers.
The new rulers of the Cape made English the official
language, though not one-eighth of the Europeans
were British. The local officids were replaced by
magistrates who did not spesk Dutch or Afrikaans,
Savery was abolished, and the Boers were not ade-
quately compensated for the loss of their black labour.
Hottentots were made equal in law to white men, and
the British employed them as police—an innovation
which some Boers were ready to meet with armed
resstance. Again, when bands of natives raided out-
lying farms the British did not aways ded withthemas
promptly and drastically as was the Boer custom, and
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even regarded this plundering and destruction as e
expression of resentment at injustice, rather than as
evidence of natural wickedness.

To many of the Boers the British administration
ssemed wildly revolutionary, for they regarded the
native as barbaric, dangerous by reason of his great
numbers, and in need of firm discipline rather than
sympathy and liberal, humanitarian treatment. To
exgoe fromthe British regime, and to rediscover their
former freedom and sense of independence, thousands
of Boers in 1836 began to leave the Cape, pressing
farther into Africa, on the Great Trek.

The voortrekkers, with their ox-wagons, women and
children, horses, cattle, and household goods, plodded
avay over the stony, barren hills, great mountain
ranges, through primeval forests, across the dry desert,
and into endess dim green veld. They fought the
svages and studied their tactics; in fighting and hunt-
ing they became wary and aert, and cool, Steady,
deadly marksmen. The Great Trek eliminated the
weak and hardened the remainder in muscle and spirit.
Theeders, patriarchs of the migrating groups, read the
Bibleaoud totheir people, and to their settlements and
laagers gave Biblical names, such asHebron, Elam, and
Bethesda

A group of voortrekkers reached Natal, where there
were dready English settlers. Some of them were
treacheroudy massacred by the Zulu chief, Dingaan,
near the town now caled Weenen, which me™ps
" Weeping." But acompany of Boers, numbering less
than five hundred, went out to meet the Zulus.
Laagered near the Umdatos river, they were attacked
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by an army often thousand Zulus, the best-disciplined
and bravest of warriors. As the black impis advanced
againg the laager they were met by the accurate fire of
menwho had learned never to waste a shot. Thousands
were slain, so that the river ran red, and was called
thereafter Blood river.

The Boers now hoped to settle in Natal, free of the
British. But the British had a prior claim to the land.
Moreover, Natal had a seaboard, so that a Boer dtate
established there might enter into relations with Euro-
pean Powers to Britain's disadvantage. Natal was
therefore annexed to Britain. Boerswho refusedtolive
under British ruleturned avay intotheinterior tojoin
the Boers who had crossed the Orange and Vaal rivers,
setting up the Orange Free State and the Transvaa
Republic, both bf which Britain recognized as inde-
pendent.

Among the voortrekkerswho crossed the Vaal was a
boy of ten, Paul Kruger. Before he was fifteen years
old he had fought againgt Zulu and Matabele. His
youth and early manhood were occupied with trekking,
hunting, and leading commandos in native wars. Such
was his education, and he had little knowledge of the
world beyond theveld. Hisreading was the Bible, and
chiefly the Old Testament. A narrow, unforgiving
spirit, Kruger's dislike and distrust of the British was
inbred.

For a time it seemed that the Boers had again dis-
covered solitude, freedom, and power. They had wide
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holdings of land, herds of catde, and black labour. The
Governments of the Republics made no great demands
on the burghers, and if aman had a grievance he smply
talked it over, smoking a pipe, on the President's stoep.
The Boer Governments hoped to expand their territory
and gain a sea-outlet for trade, but this hope was con-
stantly deferred by British action.

When troubles occurred between Boers and Basutos
the British instituted a protectorate over Basutoland.
In 1870, when diamonds were found at Kimberley, the
British annexed the territory, angering the Free Staters
—for they had understood that the Orange river would
be the northern limit of the British sphere in South
Africa. Soon afterwards the authorities in the Cape and
in London agreed that the Transvaal Government,
which was engaged in a native war, was too weak and
financially unsound to be alowed to continue. Its
weakness might cause trouble among other tribes.
Britain annexed the Transvaal, and then proceeded to
smash the Zulus who had destroyed a British force.

Representative government was promised the Trans-
vaal, but when a beginning of this system was delayed
the Transvaalers revolted dnd defeated the British at
Majuba, but agreed to accept self-government under
British suzerainty. In 1834 another Convention was
signed with the Transvaal, restricting the Republic's
dealings with foreign Powers, granting freedom of
residence and trade in the Transvaal for al Europeans,
and (as the Boers claimed later and the British denied)
abandoning the clam to suzerainty.

In this Convention Britain's attitude was friendly
and generous, but Kruger retained his dislike and
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'suspicion, Now President of the Transvaal, he dreamed
of an Afrikander Empire, lying from the Indian Ocean
to the Adantic; and the Boers began to move into
Bechuanaland. Through thisdistrict lay the route from
the Cgoe to the territory north of the Transvaal.
Britain annexed it, and then annexed Zululand.

The Boerswere allowed to control Swaziland, but as
the British held Amatongaland and K psi Bay, they still
lacked free access to the sea Two arms of British terri-
tory now enclosed the Boer Republics, in the esst from
the Cape to Portuguese East Africa, and in the west
from the Cagpe to the Limpopo.

The north remained for expansion, and here Kruger
wasthwarted by Cecil Rhodes, an Englishman who had
made a vast fortune in gold and diamonds. Believing
that the dominance of Britain throughout the world
would be aforce for the universal good of humanity,
Rhodes had resolved to make South Africa his own
contribution to Britain's domain. He hoped to bring
the English and Dutch together in co-operation, feder-
ae the South African daes under the Crown, and
extend British power over the whole length of Africa.
It was he who had urged the annexation of Bechuana
land, which led from the Cgpe past the Boer Republics
to landsin the north containing gold and wide pasture,
sparsely inhabited by the Matabele and suitable for
European settlers. He had won the friendship and
support of Dutch leaders in the Cape.

By treaty with the Matabele Rhodes gained conces-
sons for mining and trading north of the Transvaal,
and formed the British South Africa Company. In a
few years, after wars with the Matabele, the country
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became Rhodesig, a part of the British Empire* The
Transvaal was now enclosed in the north. The Boer
Republics might well think that this was a British
policy of encirclement; but Rhodes did not want to
encircle them; his aim was to incorporate them in a
united South Africa.

m

In 1886 gold was discovered on the Witwatersrand,
and there followed a great inrush of foreigners,
mostly British. Soon they outnumbered Boers on the
Rand, and Johannesburg arose, a formless, rushing,
bustling, ugly mining town. At onetime aforeigner,
or Uidander, could become a Transvaal citizen with
full rights after one year's resdence. Alarmed at the
growing number of Uidanders, Kruger now extended
the residential and other, qualifications until it took
fourteen years for anewcomer to attain full citizenship.
Meanwhile the Uidanders had no share in the govern-
ment, even in the local government of the gold-bearing
region, into which they were putting their work and
capital, and which provided most of the State revenue.

This question of the franchise was only one griev-
ance of the Uidanders. Various price-raising mono-
polies were resented. Pynamite locally obtained, for
example, cost more than dynamite imported from
Europe. The Uidanders alleged that European Dutch
and German officials employed by the Transvaal were
corrupt. Kruger's reply was that the Uidander was not
invited to the Transvaal, and could get out if hedid not
like the conditions; and that the British Uidanders
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wanted the same political rights as Transvaalers while
retaining their own citizenship, an attitude they would
not think of adopting in a stronger country. The Boers
generally considered that they would profit little from
the wealth which was being made out of their country.

Some of the Uitlanders did not represent the elite of
their own countries, and were aggressive, excited,
and unbalanced by their new-found prosperity. They
treated the Transvaal and its old President with con-
tempt. Some of the British thought that a Briton
should not be kept in aposition of inferiority anywhere
intheworld, and certainly not in a small Republic run
by an incompetent Government. Others feared that
Krugpr might be driven by the clamour of the Uit-
landers into an alliance with Germany, which was late
in the scramble for African possessions and was
envious of Britain's success.

In 1895 Uitlanders formed a plan for overthrowing
the Transvaal Government by force. Rhodes, now
Premier of the Cape, and head of the wealthiest com-
paniesin South Africa, was ready to support them. He
was ill and had already lived longer than the doctors
expected. Believing that South African unity might
never be achieved if he died with his work unfinished,
he would not wait, though he knew that the Trans-
vaalers themselves were tired of Kruger and his chief
assistants. At the end of 1895 one of his agents, Dr
Jameson, began a raid with five hundred men of the
British South Africa Company from near Mafeking
into the Transvaal. A rising in Johannesburg, pro-
jected to accompany the raid, came to nothing, and
Boer commandos easily captured Jameson's men.
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The immediate result of the Jameson Raid was to
raly the Boarsto Kruget. William |1 of Germany sant
a telegram of congratulaions to him, and the con-
demnation of British Imperialism was world-wide.
Disclamed by the Cape Dutch, Rhodes resgned the
Premiership. Those who had shared his vision of a
great South Africa, many of them Cgpe Dutch, were
amazed and repeled.

There w"s one young man who had responded to
Rhodess vision and had publicly dedared hisfaithin
the man and his policy. The Jafieson Raid weas a
turning-point in his life. Embittered by Rhodess
aggresson, and detesting all that was English and
Imperia, he left the Cgoe and became a Transved
citizen. Inthe course of yearsall theworld, sve some
of his own countrymen, came to regard him as the
mogt illustrious of South Africans. His name was Jan
Chrigtian Smuts.



CHAPTER 11
STATE ATTORNEY

The village sthool—Smuts learns English—His memory—
At Stelenbosch—A feat in Greek—-Brilliant success at
Cambridge—A distiple of Rhodes—The Jameson Raid—
Dislluson—Transvaal State Attorney—Kruger and Milner
—The Bloemfontein Conference—Smuts ssks a com-
promise—The Boer War begins

UTSwas bornin 1870 on afarm near the hamlet
f Riebeek West, in the Cape. Many of the South
African Dutch had intermarried with French and Ger-
mans, but the Smuts family was of amost pure Dutch
stock. Jan Smuts was a slight, paie’boy, quiet, un-
usually shy and reserved. His language was Afrikaans
and scraps of dialect he acquired from the native farm-
workers. Until he was twelve he could not read or
write. At that age he went to the village school. He
was taught English, which he still spesks with atrace
of foreign accent, learned to write, studied night arid
day, read every available book, and rapidly overtook
and passed his fellow-pupils.

As a student he possessad one rare advantage, for
he could memorize a book at one reading! Solemn,
reticent, studious, not interested in games, no one
would have marked him among a group of boisterous
country lads as afuture leader of guerrillas. Indeed, the
obvious forecast for him would have been the career
of a teacher or scholar, in a quiet, uneventful setting.

18
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From the village school he went to Victoria College,
Stellenbosch, where he remained five years. He was
now atall, thinyouth, fair, with steady, rather sombre
blue eyes. Contact with older students did not alter
his character, and he remained shy, self-contained, and
dignified, taking litde part in the livelinesses of college
life. A joy to his teachers, for he had immense powers
of work, he learned German and High Dutch, read
the German poets and philosophers, Shelley and the
meditative poets. His recreations were walking and
taking a Bible dass with natives on Sundays.

One good friend he made, and she became his wife.
Her tastes were as serious as his, for they studied
Greek, botany, and German together. Greek was
required for his matriculation, and as he could find
no tutor, Smuts had to teach himself. In sx days
he learned a Greek grammar, applied the rules and
vocabulary to translation, and passed the examination
withfirst place. Finally he graduated with honoursin
literature and science and won a scholarship for Cam-
bridge. When Rhodes visited the college, eight years
before the Jameson Raid, Smuts, as the ablest student,
was chosen to make an address. Rhodes was impressed
and marked Smuts for future employment in his own
service.

The scholarship was not sufficient to cover his
expenses, so that Smuts had to borrow from a friend.
It was a small sum, yet the repayment was to take
many years and continued even after Smuts's marriage.
At Christ's College, Cambridge, his outstanding suc-
cess in the Law Tripos reveded a power of intense
concentration, an analytica mind, and a mighty
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memory. His sucoess merited and “ron the praise of
Maidand, Professor of English Law at Cambridge,
brilliant jurist and historian, for Smuts took a First in
both Parts. In the Bar Examinations he came first in
the History of Law and Constitutional Law and won
the George Long Prize. Moreover, while reading for
the Tripos with the intensity needed to gain such
results, he found time and energy to write aphilosophic
study of the American poet, Walt Whitman, in which,
it has been discerned, he anticipated'some of the hypo-
theses of the psycho-analysts.

At the university he lived quietiy, made few con-
tacts, and had no sponsor to s&t him on a career
justified by his brilliant success. He was ofFered a
teaching post in law, and woul d have become a superb
teacher, for even then he possessed in the most marked
degree the gift he hes since shown of lucid statement
and of clearly summarizing and organizing facts so
that their significance becomes plain. He refused the
diFe for one reason—that he longed to return to South
Africa. Smuts could never resst the call of his own
land. Years later, when England clamoured to keep
him, he again returned to his country, knowing well
that South Africa held for him much suffering and
combat.

In 18% he was admitted to the Cape Bar, lived at
Cape Town, and while awaiting briefs earned a litde
money by writing for various journals. He was too
little of a* mixer/ too reserved and academic in out-
look for the ordinary run of busness in the Courts to
come his way; so with time on his hands he became
interested in politics and joined the Bond. Thiswas a
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party, composed chiefly of Cape Dutch and had been
originally anti-British. This attitude had been gready
modified by Rhodes, and the Bond shared his hopes
of aunited South Africa.

Smuts became an enthusiastic disciple of Rhodes.
When those who distrusted Rhodes's motives attacked
his policy the Bond sent Smuts to spesk in his defence
at Kimberley. Smuts propounded the Rhodes thesis
with all the force and clarity of afirg-classlegal mind,
and with all the conviction of one who believed
intensely everything he said. He could defend the
Premier's conduct and idedls, for he was in sympathy
with his aim of forging unity in South Africa and
developing co-operation between British and Boers;
and he believed that Rhodes was perhaps the only
man who could achieve this end.

Almost immediately after his speech came the Jame-
son Raid! Smuts was young, sensitive, and unused to
politics. He was shocked, angry that he had defended
aman capable of this cynical, cold, scheming policy of
aggression; he felt that he had been betrayed in his
trust, and—worse, perhaps, to the Smuts of that time
—that he had been made ridiculous. The hitterness of
Smutss reaction is not surprising, for older, more
hardened politicians in the Bond and elsewhere were
equally chagrined and disgusted with Rhodes.

In Smuts the Jameson Raid stirred up a memory of
past British history in South Africa, and his mind now
reviewed British policy as seen through the eyes of
Boer extremists. He felt that he must esxcgoe from
everything tainted by Rhodes and the British. So he
left the Cape, entered the Transvaal, and became, as
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any Uidander could become, a second-class burgher
with the prospect of reaching full citizenship in four-
teen years.

There was little scope for a lawyer of Smutss type
in the rough-and-tumble life of amining town such as
Johannesburg, but he made a living, taught law in
evening dasses, and married. When Kruger added to
histroubleswith the Uidanders adisputewith hisown
Chief Justice, Smuts supported the President; and
though among lawyers he found litde support, he
was probably right in his interpretation of the legal
points at issue. Kruger recognized the brilliance and
hard honesty of Smutss mind, realized that he was not
tied to any group of Transvaa interests, and that he
could trust him. Against considerable opposition he
appointed the newcomer to the position of State
Attorney.

At once the Transvaal Government felt that a new
force had arrived! Heads of the Police Department
who seemed unable to cope with various illegal
practices were dismissed. |llegal traffickers in liquor
and gold were hunted. New criminal laws involving
serious punishments were introduced. Casudness and
corruption stirred resdessly. Old vultures looked up
uneasily from the fat carcase of the Transvaal. Bitter
things were said of the State Attorney, only twenty-
eight years old, who took the enforcement of law in
his own hands. Nor were the Uidanders spared, for
when they refused the common duty of commando
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service Smuts arranged for replacement of military
service by a scutage, or money-payment.

Smuts had arrived in the Transvaal too late either
to impress the clamorous e ement among the foreigners
with strong government or to negotiate a feasonable
agreement with them. Events were moving rapidly
towards armed conflict. Britain's Governor and High
Commissioner at the Cape, Milner, possessed a sene
of the grandeur, dignity, and destiny of the British
Empire which, had it been present in pre-1939 British
Governments, would have prevented the rise of Euro-
pean tyrannies and might have avertedwar. To Milner
the Uitlanders were as helots in a contemptible state.
That British people should be left in such a position
was an outrage. Nor was Milner the man to approach
the old President with friendly informality. The two
men were products of different worlds. Milner had
been educated in Germany and at the Balliol of Jowett,
where he had won brilliant academic success, he was
a barrister and civil servant with wide experience
of financial administration in England and Egypt.
Kruger's education extended to litde more than learn-
ing to read and write, and in boyhood and early man-
hood his years were spent in farming, hunting, and
fighting. Thenfor many years he had been engaged in the
petty politics of the Transvaal. He read the Bible, con-
Sdered that God guided his actions, and was by nature
narrow and obdurate. Finally, the background of his
whole life was resentment and distrust of the British.

The Englishman and the Boer met in conference
at Bloemfontein. Kruger came ready at first to bar-
gain, to reach some vague understanding tentatively,
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fearing that any concession would open the gate and
enable the Englishman to take everything. Above all
he was reluctant to give way too far on the franchise,
for the Transvaal burghers feared they would be out-
voted in their own land by crowds of foreigners.
Milner, on the other hand, had no intention of bargain-
ing, and had clear-cut demands for franchise for the
Uitlanders after five years resdence, with more share
in the government of the country. Kruger pointed out
that many thousands of Uidanders were satisfied with
the Government, and tried to shift the discussion to
the dynamite monopoly, compensation for the Jame-
son Raid, and other topics. Milner insisted that he had
come to discuss the franchise. Each accused the other
of warlike preparations, and Kruger cried out that
Milner wanted to take the Boers independence.

Though Smuts was still resentful of the Britain
represented by Cecil Rhodes, he did not want war.
Persuading Kruger to reconsider the franchise and to
yield on the dynamite monopoly, provided Britain
showed her cards plainly, he drew up a programme of
reforms which was presented to Milner. It was not
enough. Again, on Smutss urging, Kruger made
further suggestions to impjrove the Uitlander position.
Again he could not satisfy British demands. Then it
seamed to Kruger that he was being asked to hand the
government of his country to foreigners. The confer-
ence ended without agreement, and though it was later
suggested by the Transvaal that the Uidanders should
have a saven yearst franchise, war was nearer. The
British were moving troops towards South Africa, and
Boer commandos were rallying near Pretoria.
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Smuts did not abandon efforts for peace. In the
summer of 1899 he was negotiating with the British
Agent at Pretoria, making concessions in the franchise
and offering more representation in government for
the mining areas. At one time the British Colonial
Secretary, Joseph Chamberlain, was delighted with the
results of these negotiations, hoping that war would
be averted. Then the question of British suzerainty
arose, obscured the results achieved, and wrecked the
conversations. Milner had said that not for amillion
pounds would he be an Englishman living under the
hedl of the Transvaal crew. Rhodes considered that
Kruger had given way more than he had expected, but
that hewould not fight.

On the other hand, the Boers of the Transvaal
remembered their victory of Mauba and were not
unduly impressed by British military power. The
Orange Free State supported the Transvaal. The
British Government noted with concern the Boers
importation of arms, v Kruger declared that he would
not agree to the " far-reaching and insolent demands "
of Britain. Probably encouraged by hints of assstance
from Germany,*he requested the removal of British
troops from the Transvaal frontier, the withdrawal of
forces dready landed, the diversion of reinforcements
on the way to South Africa, and demanded an imme-
diate reply.

This was too much even for Chamberlain, who had
been less ready than Milner to force the issue in arms,
and had said that the pains of the Uitlanders were a
lessr evil than the sufferings of a war. Kruger's
ultimatum led to the outbreak of war in October 1899.
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Boer guns rolled forward; thousands of horsemen,
joyous and self-confident, swept across the plains
towards Natal. Unhampered by transport, they carried
only their riflesand ammunition, medies arid biltong.
Tnbir fresh meat was driven along in herds among the
columns. With that flair for war which is common
among Boers, they hoped to ride thus to the south
and easd and reach the sea This was the correct
strategy, but it was not followed by the Boers old and
over-cautious leaders. Two years later, Boers were to
ridetheir horsesinto sat water, but it wasthe Atlantic,
not the Indian Ocean. The veteran Joubert was dead,
Cronje a prisoner of war on St Helena, and those
Boers who rode laughing and shouting into the waves
were led by one of the younger men whose chance
came too late—thelawyer, Jan Christian Smuts.



CHAPTER I | |
GUERRILLA GENERAL

Bog drength and weskness—Smuts  propagandis—
British suocesses—The gold mines—Smuts syes the
Treesury—Captures Modderfontein—Drives, devadtation,
internment  camps—Nearly captured—Smuts aoses  the
Orange river—A Basuto ambush—A narrow escape-
Sufferings of the commando—A battle of wits—Fight with
the 17th Lancars—Poisonous fruit—ScobdTs pursuit-
Smuts in North-west Cape—Attack on a convoy—A spy -
Capture of Springbok and Concordia—Siege of Ookiep—
Smuts in British and Boer eyes

HEN war began the British had some twenty?
five thousand rpen in South Africa, many of
them colonia volunteers. The Regulars were trained
for European warfare and the few who had ssn active
svice sacdy redized the efedt of accurate shooting
from modern, rapid-firing wesgpons, for their oppon-
ents had been ill-armed swvages Those who had
fought on India's North-West Frontier were the begt
equipped to me=t the Boers. British cavdry still hoped
to ride the enemy down with horse and sdre The
artillery was the mog efficient branch of the Army.
The Boers had sixty thousand men, of whom about
one-third were well placed to invade Natal. Their
Maus rifle was a better weapon than the British Lee-
Metford. The men from the country districts were
accusomed through hunting to rough living, long
*7
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hours in the saddle, firing accurately from cover, and
fending for themselves. They had a tradition of veld
fighting. Organized in commandos and sections, they
could act on their own initiative and were highly
mobile. Every commando knew its own district
thoroughly well, and in strange places could rely upon
food, shelter, and information from the population.
Two-thirds of the Boer artillery strength of one hun-
dred guns were modern.

The individualism and sturdy independence of the
Boers was sometimes a handicap to their leaders, for a
burgher considered he could take leave of his unit and
go home if any inclination or private reason occurred
to him. Also it was by no means certain that an order
would be carried out exactly as given. Finally, their
generds in the first part of the struggle were old
men who had made reputations in native campaigns
but proved quite unfitted to conduct war against
Europeans.

It might almost be said that the old generals lost the
war in the first few months. The Boers won notable
victoriesin thefieldat Stormberg, Magersfontein, and
Colenso, but did not exploit them. There should have
been a rapid thrust of their horsemen through Natal
and into the Cape, for at the beginning they could not
be stopped, and many of their Dutch kinsfolk would
have joined them. Instead of this, large Boer forces
were pinned down to the seges of Mafeking, Lady-
smith, and Kimberley, and the Boer advantages in
numbers, tactical skill, and afriendly Cgpe population
were largely wasted.

At this period Smuts was kept busy with legal work,
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organization, and propaganda. One of his decisons
was a matter of life or death to Winston Churchill, who
was a war correspondent, but had been captured
taking part in the defence of an armoured train. M ost
military authorities would have shot him. Smuts sent
him to an officers prison camp at Pretoria.

As for propaganda, Smuts had published as part-
author just before the war a booklet setting out the
Boer caxe against Britain, a story of injustice and
almost ceasdess pressure from a Great Power. It was
a biased version of history, and Smuts in later years
was not proud of it. But it was vivid propaganda,
provided the friends of the Boers in England with
ammunition, and helped to crystallize world opinion
againg Britain. In thefirst months of the war it was
part of Smutss task to keep the Boer view of the
quarrel before theworld, and it was done successfully.

Meanwhilethe British, unprepared as alwaysfor the
situation encountered at the beginning of a war,
slowly gathered troops and guns in great numbers,
learned from bitter experience to counter or copy what
was useful in Boer tactics, and at length passed to the
offensve. The Transvaal was invaded, the seges
raised, and the British advanced on Pretoria. At this
point, it had been suggested, the Boers should have
destroyed or threatened to destroy the gold mines, so
that financial interests might have been persuaded to
urge the British Government to negotiate again, with
more favourable terms.  Smuts seams to have been in
favour of destroying the mines—and the common
Boer view was that as gold had caused the war fear of
losing the gold mines would encourage the mine-
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owners to end it. When the explosive charges had
dready been laid, Botha vetoed the plan, as he "was
averse to destroying other men's property when it was
in his power and trust. The invading army which
occupied Johannesburg and the Rand found the mines
Intact.

As the British advanced on Pretoria Kruger and the
Government moved to Machadadorp, whence later the
President departed for Holland. Smuts led a com-
mando to meet the British and make a last fight in
front of the capital. He did jaot make contact, and as
everything seemed lost, there was talk of making pesce.
Steyn, the Free State President, angrily insisted on con-
tinuing the war, and in the event Smuts thought that
hisdecision wasright. Although the fighting invol ved
further loss of life, suflFering, and the destruction of
property, it dso assured that in future years the Boers
would retain their pride and sdlf-respect. Lord Kitch-
ener was to sy later, " It is impossible for a people
that has fougnt as the Boers have done to lose their
sdf-respect, and it isjust asimpossiblefor Englishmen
to regard them with contempt/'

The Transvaa funds, more than half a million
pounds in gold bullion and cash, were in a Pretoria
bank. Smuts had to s that the Treasury did not fall
into English hands. Forcing the unwilling bank to
surrender it, Smuts dispaiched it by train as Shdls
screamed over the veld and fell around the station, in
front of the advancing British army.

Smutss office work was ended, and he went off to
join de la Rey's men in the Western Transvaal.
Although the opportunities most favourable to the
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Boers had been lost, the younger Boer leaders now in
command evolved a plan for rcoccupying the Rand
and destroying the mines—for they considered it afair
act of war to destroy them when captured from the
enemy. The British were to be drawn away from the
Rand by operations elsawhere, whereupon the surprise
attack would lead to the occupation of the gold area
and devastation inthe mines. After thisthe Boer forces
were to move south and raise the Dutch in the Cgpe
and Natal. The funds which Smuts had preserved
from the British woul d keep them in stores and equip-
ment for many months to come.

Smuts had hopes for the scheme. At various points
in the Transvaal the Boers met success De Wet
harried the British and kept them marching and
manoeuvring to corner him. Botha experienced victory
and failure. The British began to se that the war was
notyetwon. DelaRey and Smuts attacked their posts,
captured convoys, plundered or burned stores. In
small detachments their men covered the Western
Transvaal. Yet the Boers could not achieve their
design against the Rand.

With a thousand men Smuts surrounded Modder-
fontein, and after an attack lasting nearly two days
rushed the place, breaking in from an unexpected
quarter, and inflicted more than two hundred and
sixty casudties. A British convoy which arrived during
the fighting—unwarned by heliograph, because there
was no sun—bhecame part of his booty. Reinforced,
he then held the place against a column twenty-five
hundred strong. He was firmly dug in, and the British
commander wisely fell back after feeling the first sting
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of resistance. Smuts had an eye for a strong position
and knew how to use every natural advantage to the
utmost. He discovered a flair for irregular warfare,
and learned much from de la Rey, a veteran of Kaffir
wars. Later, at Buffelshoek, after fighting several rear
guard actions, Smuts decided to make a stand. The
British force pursuing him studied his dispositions—
and turned away. By this timfe the British had learned
the cost of attacking a determined, well-entrenched
foe who had carefully chosen his ground.

The British took drastic measures to check the Boer
guerrilla tactics. Women, children, and non-combat-
ants were lodged in camps where they could not help
their menfolk by supplying food, shelter, and informa-
tion. Farms were burned. The country was sectioned
with barbed wire and blockhouses to restrict the
enemy's movement and guard the railways. Great
drives were made, with lines of cavalry, infantry, and
guns sweeping the Boers before them day after day
for scores of miles. For the troops it was a wearying
aflair, as the Boers simply retreated, fighting only
under conditions of their own choice, as guerrillas
should; or, by slipping through some gap at night or
riding round the flank of the line, the Boers would
make the drive end fruitlessly in the veld, perhaps to
begin again in reverse. The Boers ambushed convoys,
sniped, captured strong-points, wrecked trains and
telegraph, and fled into the wide spaces of Africa.
They released their prisoners, after taking their rifles,
ammunition, horses, boots, and clothing. Some Boers
were captured and shot for wearing British uniform
before they were aware that they were breaking the
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laws of war. In the British-made desolation it was
impossible to find replacements of clothes, and they
wore the uniforms because they were in rags.

Smuts had not the excuse of being unfamiliar with
the conventions of war, but his men often wore British
uniform, as an alternative to going naked, during his
famous raid into the Cape.

From the beginning of the war Smuts had believed
that the Boers® most promising strategy would be to
invade the Cape in force and raise rebellion among
the Cape Dutch. De Wet, Hertzog, and others had
meade raids south of the Orangeriver with small forces,
and had been harried northward again. However, the
Boer leaders thought something might still be done
by an inroad into the far South, and Smuts was given
the command.

When he s#t out on thisfamousride through country
strongly held by the enemy his commando numbered
about three hundred and fifty. After taking one section
of his men across the Vaal he returned for another
and was nearly captured at the first step of his venture.
Resting one night after crossing anicy, swollen river,
he was surprised by British troops directed to his camp
by native spies. In the rush of yelling, shooting men
Smuts managed to escgpe, but without horse or boots.
Next day a horse was found for him, and he could
rest his cut and bruised feet. Soon after this, after
rejoining his men across the Vaal, he was attacked by
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Australians and only extricated his commando after
severd hours' retreat. Even then he could not get
ahead across the Free State, for he had to s sy
over the Vaal numbers of Boer women and children
who were trekking from the British round-up.

Well-informed of Boer movementsfrom their native
soies and scouts, British columns everywhere in the
Free State tried to checkmate him. Smuts dlipped
asgde, made long, rapid marches, avoiding all the traps
s for him. Once he doubled back, and British
Intelligence judged that he had decided to return to
the Transvaal. Actually Smuts turned back to ride
round one of the enemy columns, and was soon headed
south again. Where every important point was
guarded, he had to find crossings of rivers and railways
where he could pass with the least risk. In this game
of manoeuvre he kept the initiative, so that the British
had to toil after him or be moved about the country
in trains to head him off. They would make disposi-
tions to meet him in districts from which he had
disappeared. The hunters task was made more diffi-
cult by the presence of other small Boer detachments,
and by the fact that Smuts had divided his men into
sections with instructions to assemble at Zastron, so
that the British Command could never decide which
was the main body.

In the official History of the War in South Africa the
British historian expresses the opinion that there was
hardly in the war a more impressive feat of daring,
perseverance, and good fortune than Smutss three-
hundred-mile ride from the Transvaa to the Orange
river.
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When he reached this point his men were worn out
and exhausted by their month's march. Just before
reaching the O'range river Smutss men were joined by
a party of young Free Staters, one of whom, Deneys
Reit2, givesin Commando an exciting, first-hand account
of the subsequent operations. General French had
taken every precaution in covering the river crossings,
but owing to some troops being moved without his
knowledge one ford was left unguarded. One of the
Free Staters guided Smuts to this place, where the
horses had to struggle across againgt a torrent. The
barrier, along which such careful messures had been
taken to stop him, was overcome. "I n timing his
crossing,” says the British historian, " his skill and
fortune attained its climax."

The commando narrowly excgped disaster as soon
as it st foot in the Cgpe. On the south bank of the
Orange the men were ambushed by Basutos, who had
chosen an excellent position. Fortunately for the
Boers the natives were irresolute, and the commandq
passed through with only afew casudties. Thislively
reception in the Cape was only a foretaste of adventure
and hardship.

From this point Smuts was pursued, checked, and
harried in acountry V hich seemed to bourgeon around
him with sabres, guns, and bayonets. In the first weeks
his men were worn out, soaked and chilled with rain,
wind, and deet. Their clothes werein shreds, and they
wrapped themselves in blankets, or wore sacks as
jackets, cutting holes for arms and head, and pulled
their slouch hats well down to keep the shedts of rain
from flowing down necks over frozen bodies. From
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the high ground, into which they were usually forced
by the British columns, they gazed enviously.at the
comparatively warm tented camps of their enemy in
the valleys. The weather to the British was like a
touch of home. To the Boers, accustomed to warmth
and dry, bright sunlight, it was wearing, painful, and
depressing.

Near one place, caled the Murderer's Pass, Smuts
rode off with three men to reconnoitre a British camp.
Histhree men werekilled, his horse was shot, and only
rapi$l action, long legs, and a quick eye for aline of
excgpe under cover saved him. Once, on the way to
meet another commando, they rodeinto aBritishforce,
and had to retire throughout the night on foot, leading
their horses, which were half starved. Therefollowed
through that night and for more than sixty hours a
forced march in heavy rain and a'hurricane of cold
wind. In the daylight hours they were often seen by
the British and shelled. Horses died. Smuts could not
have fought any prolonged action at that time, as he
was short of ammunition. Deneys Reitz recdls that
his own bandoliers contained but four rounds!

When they halted to rest at a farm, the British,
everywhere present, began to close in around them.
They were saved by a crippled civilian, who when
darkness fell guided them past the enemy. Night and
day Smuts now drove his men, who were so exhausted
that every halt saw them sag at the knees and crumple
up to deep on the ground in the rain and bitter wind.
Smuts would have them quickly on their feet again,
and the march would go on.

To his men Smuts was wholly unlike any other
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commando Reeda. The Boer did not hestate to sit
down with his officer, smoke and argue with him,
discuss plans, and gtate his grievances; and the officers,
often eected by the men, had to dea with these
individualists in the spirit of tact, with humour and
alight rein. Smuts, however, was grim, silent, and
reserved. Hedid not discusshisplans. Though aways
courteous even to the humblest, his orders -were
short, clear, and to be obeyed. Weariness, cold, rain,
and danger meant nothing to him while therewaswork
to be done, and had to be met as stoically by his men.
Whereas in most men courage is lessened by the
experience of war, Smuts seams to have been un-
touched by fear. At any rate, he showed no feeling at
the sight of death and wounds, whatever he may have
inwardly thought about those accompaniments of war.
He would seem quite unmoved by the whisde of
bullets when he was exposed and knew that he was
the target.

From the commando the forced march demanded
an effort of body and will, but for Smuts it was adso
a battle of wits with the British, who were trying to
close his route southward. Zigzagging, outwitting
columns and detached picquets, he steadily made his
way farther into the Cape. This particular €lFort was
needed because Smuts was aware that the enemy was
closing all ggps on amain and a branch railway line
ahead/ Actually Smuts crossed these lines just before
the last arrangements to meet him were completed. He
was through again! "A miracle of judgment and
endurance,” was the British verdict.

At the railway the Boers approached a goods train
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hopefully, but found it empty. Another train they
allowed to pass without attempting to derail it lest it
should contain civilians. Smuts discovered later that
it was carrying Genera French, who was directing the
great hunt!

His men came out of that march exhausted by the
sustained physical effort and the weather. Some, whose
horses had died, staggered along carrying their saddles.
They were in this casee when they found another
British force across their path! It was on the Eland's
river, in the neighbourhood of Tarkastad, a squadron
of the 17th Lancers, a hundred and thirty strong, with
aMaxim and a 9-pounder gun.

This squadron, Smuts knew, was a force detached
sufficiently far from immediate asssance to be struck
down quickly. To get horses and ammunition, and
to force away out of the chilly, rainswept mountains,
he decided at once to attack. There was no discussion,
just rapid orders. The lancers bivouac was sur-
rounded under cover of mist. As the Boers rode
forward they surprised a patrol of lancers, shot
several, and sized the bandoliers from the bodies.
They pursued the remainder, then dismounted and ran
forward firing from cover. Some men resched a
position very close to the British tents, and lay behind
a ledge in the ground opposite a number of soldiers
who had come out to meet them. There ensued a
match in snap-shooting, at which the Boers excelled.
Every soldier who raised his head was -shot at once.
Three of four men at the gun werekilled, and as other
lancers ran from the camp towards the Boers they
were dropped in their stride by the unseen marksmen.
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Before the soldiers could recover from the surprise and
this accurate fire the Boers rushed the camp. The
surviving lancersretired.

It was a short, sharp decision, which gave Smuts
ammunition, horses, food, fodder, boots, saddlery,
rifles, and clothing—sometimes the uniforms of dead
lancers. He lost one man killed and six wounded; the
British casudties were thirty-two officers and men
killed and fifty-three wounded. The booty was quickly
gathered, and as another cavalry sguadron was seen
approaching, the Boers made off. The job had been
donejust withintime.

Soon Smuts was again hemmed in by his pursuers,
and again he escgped, as his foes describe, by " prompt
and bold " manoeuvre. It was the greatest chase of the
war, with Smuts at a disadvantage in horses, weapons,
ammunition, food, and numbers. In five weeks he
covered seven hundred miles, often in mountainous
and heavily forested country, and French could not
pin him down. Starving, driven into the mountains
once more, the commando ate wild fruit which
poisoned men and officers. All were sick and in pain.
Stjiuts suffered most, but kept his men moving, as the
British were close on his heds. Some of the Boers
had to be tied in their saddles. Hardly able to move,
Smuts once had to be helped up a mountainside by
his men, as thefirst British scouts overtook them and
opened fire. The gckness passed away. Recruits
arrived from the Cape population, and one of them
rescued the commando, when it was surrounded, by
leading it along a path known to him but not to the
British. The local knowledge of these rebel British
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subjects was now a Smutss disposal as he rode
through the Eastern Cape, and provided one tangible
advantage for the quarry.

Earlier in the war Smuts had hoped for a genera
rising in the Cape, " the beginning ... of the deliver-
ance of thewhole of South Africaand the union of our
people into a great nation." Hundreds of men joined
him, and Kitchener put the Cape under martial law;
but there was no general rebellion.

In October, after another brush with the 17th
Lancers, in which some of his men were overwhel med
when the soldiers charged on foot, Smuts divided his
force, sending van Deventer towards Somerset East,
while he made for the Graaff Reinet railway. General
Scobell was only a few hours behind him, marching
night and day. Smuts kept ahead, and though Scobell
made three night marches in four days, he took only
a few weary stragglers, the wrecks of horses, and an
empty laager. Smuts met another Boer commando,
and they were harried about the Cgpe together, but
aways drew clear of the British. He was fortunate that
the British could not devote their whole attention to
him, for by thistime other commandos werein action.
One of them used to regppear asregularly as day every
time the British Command listed it as definitely out of
action. Its leader was an expert train-wrecker.

The year ended with Smuts still at large and with
increased numbers. The perpetua marching and
counter-marching had a depressng effect on the
Britishtroops. Harassed and shot at, they went hungry
when their supplies were captured or destroyed, yet
rarely had the satisfaction of hitting their elusive foe;



4% GENERAL SMUTS

for the Boers chose the time and place to stand and
fight, and did not stand long enough to suit their more
lumbering adversary. Recruits came in, but as arule
they were usdess for guerrilla war in the vast gaces
of South Africa, as they lacked horses. The British
had commandeered all the horses, partly because for a
long time it had been clear that this was a war for
mounted men, and dso as an effective method of
preventing arising in the Cape.

The ordinary Regular soldier, riding or °foot-
slogging ' after a shadowy opponent, would have felt
more cheerful had he redlized that all this movement
was gaining nothing decisive for the Boers. Smuts,
indeed, knew that the Cgpe campaign was useful only
in that it was holding troops in the south which other-
wise could have been employed north of the Orange,
where Botha, de Wet, and others were waging a
similar guerrilla war. Yet if Cgoe Town were cap-
tured, he thought, it might unleash the revolt which
it was his hope to encourage when he entered the Cape.
To accomplish this he asked for reinforcement from
the north, with picked officers. A thousand men, he
thought, might turn the scde if the operation against
the capital were thoroughly organized. He did not get
them. The northern commanders had fought bril-
liantly, but the weight of the British in South Africa
was now too great for the Cape adventure to be any-
thing more than a diversion. The commandos in the
Free State and the Transvaal were, in fact, rapidly
nearing a worse condition for supplies than those in

the Cape.
With the forces at his disposal, far less than asingle
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British brigade, Smuts began to lay at least the founda-
tions for an offensve towards Cape Town. The best
route was klong the Atlantic sde of the Ggpe, an
approach along which Herfczog and Maritz had worked.
Early in 1902 Smuts with a few officers rode three
hundred miles into the north-western districts of the
Cape. Here he met van Deventer. This officer, whose
name was to be associated with that of Smuts in
arduous campaigning years later under the British flag,
had been hotly pursued on parting from Smuts.
Drivenroundin circles, headed off, his capture seemed
certain, but with uncanny, instinctive skill he led his
men with their foundered horses through the British
net, reached the region of Somerset East, and to his
utter astonishment received the surrender of the local
troops, with their ammunition and horses.

Van Deventer wasin action as Smutss party arrived,
and his men loudly cheered Smuts, whom they had not
sen from the day they rode off. Now they were
lying out on small kopjes attacking an English convoy
bound for Calvinia, Many scores of ammunition
wagons were inflames, sending out showers of bullets
in a crackling cascade. The troops guarding the con-
voy had taken up a position to make afight, but they
were soon overcome by a rush from their rear. The
Boers saved from the firesagreat store of ammunition,
boots, clothing, nails, and horseshoes, and took many
horses. For the British the loss was not important,
but the booty was invaluable to the Boers, who lacked
beses and existed amost entirely on such captures.
Among the dead &fter this fight were a Free Stater,
a Transvader, and a Cape rebel, so that at their burial
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Smuts could point the lesson that three great Sates
of South Africa were making a common secrifice for
freedom.

Smuts now organized various small detachments
which had been operating along the Orange river.
One detachment had recently been approached by a
man who asked to join them. He had a story of
imprisonment and escgpe from the British, and as he
was Cape Dutch, he was allowed to join. Soon after-
wards he disgppeared—and was next seen with British
cavalry, who attacked the Boers in the half-light one
morning and killed saveral men.

A few days later Smuts captured a British post in
adawn attack. Van Deventer was wounded—and the
spy was captured. Once convinced that they had taken
the right man, Smuts ordered him to be shot. There
was no trial or formality,merely abrief order, "Take
him out and shoot him." The man, on his knees,
begged for mercy. He was taken away and allowed to
pray with a minister while Hottentots dug his grave.
He seemed brave enough at first, but when the reality
of the situation became clear to him, as the predikant
sad, " Brother, be calm; your time has come," and he
saw his grave, he aked to s Smuts again. The
officer jin charge of the execution knew that Smuts
would have no mercy on him, and prepared to end
the affar with all speed. The man was allowed to
recite the Lord's Prayer, and at the word " Amen "
the volley was fired.

At one point in the mountains of the eastern Cape
Smutss men had seen the distant lights of Port
Elizabeth, but they did not reach the ssa Now, at the
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other sde of the continent they came to the Atlantic,
and many of the Boers saw the ocean for the first time.
They were amazed at the sight, and rode into the water
delightedly. Indeed, some of the officers had to watch
that they did not venture too far and get drowned.
Deneys Reitz describes how he asked a Hottentot, in
jest, to point out the road to London, adding the
information that they were going to ride there that
night. " My God, baas" the man replied, " don't do
it; the water is over your head here, and you will all
be drowned." Some Boers once fired at an English
cruiser close inshore, and when a gun was turned on
them galloped off into the dunes. Afterwards they
could boast that they had fought the only naval action
in the war!

Smuts next aimed at capturing the villages of
Springbok and Concordia, and the small town of
Ookiep, a centre of copper-mining. Springbok, with
a smal garrison of British and Hottentots, was
defetided by three forts, well-built, surrounded by
barbed wire, with good fields of fire. A night attack
with dynamite on the first fort was driven off. Next
day the Boers sniped continually at the loop-holes, but
a second attack with dynamite bombs in darkness
under heavy rifle-fire again failed. The fort was only
captured when thf garrison had no water, as the Boer
fire had pierced all the tanks. When the other forts had
falen, Smuts easly captured Concordia a few miles
away, for the local Town Guatd made no resistance.

Then Smuts began the siege of Ookiep. He did not
believe in deges as a direct means of victory, and knew
that the best opportunities had been lost by the
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diversion of large Boer forcesto Seges at the beginning
of the war. Ookiep was defended by a battalion of
the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, local men, and
irregulars. The town was surrounded by thirteen
blockhouses and entrenched strong-points, and had an
inner defence of trenches, sangars, and loop-holed
walls. Theloss of lifein a determined attack on such
aposition would have been too great. But by thedege
Smuts hoped to draw a relieving force from the Cgpe
Town region by sato Port Nolloth, at the end of a
thirty miles railway line across the desert.

Smuts began operations at the beginning of April
1902, by occupying ridges north and eest of the town
from which they could sustain a ceasdess fire on the
British positions. Attacks were made at night to keep
down casudties An attempt to rush the northern
defences failed, though two blockhouses were taken.
One of these was occupied after the garrison had been
stunned by an explosion of dynamite sticks tossed on
the roof. The other was captured as the result of the
sheer physical strength of Maritz. Thelittlefort stood
on arocky height. The Boers reached a position near
the summit in darkness. Maritz tied three dynamite
charges together, aweight of twenty pounds, stood on
aman's shoulder to judge the exact distance, and then
hurled the charges on to the roof. There was a
terrific explosion, the roof fell upon the defenders, and
the place was taken.

With a plentiful ~gock of captured supplies Smuts
setded down to theinvestment, and sent a detachment
to watch the relieving expedition which soon began to
arrive at Port Nolloth. Hedid not discuss planswith
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his men, but it was the genera opinion that when this
force began its relieving march he would leave a
detachment to harass and engage it while the main
body struck south into the prosperous districts around
Cape Town. Meanwhile the sege continued unevent-
fully, and the British sent a message oflFering to play
the Boers at football!

Smuts was never to make that advance towards
Cape Town, for at the end of April a summons and
safe-conduct arrived from Kitchener, requesting his
presence at a peace conference to be held at Vereenig-
ing, on the Vaal. He kg.ew that this probably meant
the end of the war and the end of Boer resistance.
Telling his men why he was leaving them, he warned
them that they might have to face disappointment. As
he sa diF for Port Nolloth they crowded round,
cheering him.

He sailed to Cgpe Town, whence he was taken in a
battleship to Simonstown. Reaching Matjesfontein by
train, he was met by General French, who naturally
tried to sound the mind of aleading Boer, but without
success. From this point his train travelled only at
night, and was preceded by an armoured train which
swept the veld with a searchlight. At various places
the British troops turned out to do honour to their
adversary, and every man was curious to s the Boer
who had led the Army such adance. AtKroonstad he
met Kitchener, who suggested that further fighting
was pointless and would only result in the utter ruin
of " the Republics. Smuts did not discuss this, but
protested againgt thefarm-burning. Kitchener showed
that heregretted it, though he was entitled to take such
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actioh by the laws of war. At Standerton Smuts left
the railway and rode into the veld to meet Botha and
delegates from the commandos, for an election of
representativesfor the peace conference at V ereeniging.

The men assembled, emaciated, half starved™ ragged,
many of them ill. All that remained to them was
courage, and it was plain that resstance must cesse
When they had elected their representatives the Boers
went back to their commandos, riding or leading their
weak, bony horses. Smuts was not a delegate, but the
British wanted him at,the conference, as the officer
commanding the Boer forces in the Cape, and Botha
needed hislegal advice, so he went on to Vereeniging.

There were present all the famous leaders, among
them de Wet, delaRey, and Beyers. All reported that
their commandos were worn out. Many of them had
lost everything they possessed, even their wives and
families. Smutss men in the Cape were in better con-
dition, and his commandos were strung out on the
genera line Namagqualand to Cradock, strategically
placed to begin an invasion of the south-west Cgpe
and to check relief forces crossing the Orange. But
numerically they were unable to carry out either opera-
tion, and there was no hope of reinforcement. Against
some two hundred and fifty thousand British the Boers
had only eighteen thousand men in the field. All that
the Transvaal and Free State could do was to carry
on a desultory war for perhaps another year, and fight
to extinction. Some of the Free Staters were prepared
to do so; Botha, de la Rey, and Smuts .urged pesce.
In his speech, the most moving he ever made, Smuts
pointed out that they were not defested completely
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in the military sense, but that they could not IA the
nation be destroyed; that they had to consider the
prisoners of war, and the women and children dyingin
the concentration camps. " We represent the blood
and tears of an entire nation." The Boers, he said,
had fought for independence, but they could not
sacrifice the Afrikander people for that independence:

" They call upon us from the prisoner-of-war camps,
from the concentration camps, from the grave, from the
field, and from the womb of the future, to decide wisely
and to avoid all meanness which may lead to decadence
and extermination of the Afrikander people, and thus
frustrate the objects for which they all made their sacri-
fices. . .. We have given thousands of lives, we have
sacrificed all our earthly goods; our cherished country is
one continuous desert; more than twenty thousand
women and children have dready died in the concentra-
tion camps of the enemy. Has all this brought us nearer
to our independence? ... If no deliverance comes from
elsawhere we must certainly succumb.”

Some of the Boers had hoped that European Powers
would come to their assistance, for the Press of
Germany and France had been abusive.of England.
Kruger had probably been encouraged to fight by
Germany, but when he had fledto Holland and wanted
to visit Germany he was threatened with arrest if he
crossed the frontier! So Smuts told the Boer delegates
that they should abandon any hope of help from
Europe. " For us," he said:

* * theforeign situationisand remainsthat we enjoy much

sympathy.. . . That is all we get, nor shall we receive

anything more. . . . Europe will sympathize with us till
p
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the last Boer hero liesin hislast resting-place, till the last
Boer woman has gone to her grave with a broken heart,
till our entire nation shall have been sacrificed. . . . The
war of freedom in South Africa hes been fought, not only
for the Boers, but for the entire people of South Africa.
The result of that struggle we leave in God's hands. Per-
haps it is His will to lead the people of South Africa
through defeat and humiliation and even the valley of the
shadow of death to a better future and a brighter day."

The Boers voted for peace negotiations, many of
them weeping as they signed the resolution. Smuts
did not vote or sign; he was not an elected delegate.
But he was appointed to the committee which con-
ducted the negotiations for peace.

m

When Smuts approached the Orange river his name
was almost unknown to the world, save as the State
Attorney of a small Republic at war with a Great
Power. His operations in the Cape made him famous.
" With many of his fellows," wrote the British official
historian:

Smuts shared the patriotism, the keen observation, the
tactical opportunism, the mingled daring and caution
which kept the cause of the Republics alive long after the
Saes themsalves were dead. But his observation was
enlarged by a certain statesmanship and prescience which
marked him out from those whose vision was bounded
by theline of kopjeswithinartillery range. His patriotism
was remarkable chiefly for the tinge of romance and enthu-
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sasm which made it glow amidst the Somewhat sombre
prepossession of some of his countrymen. Sharing to the
full their inextinguishable hope and bitterness, his hope
rose to a higher and brighter flame, and his animosity
towards his country's enemies was ennobled by a species
of soldiership or chivalry to which all but a few of his
compatriots were contemptuous or strangers.

That passage was written a generation before Smuts
was everywhere recognized as one of the world's few
illustrious figures, but it would stand as part of his
epitaph to-day.

To the men he led Smuts must have appeared a
singular character. Even toughened and hardened by
war, he did not greatly resemble the Boer type in
physique. Tall, slim, blond, of ascetic features, he was
quiet, reserved, and courteous. His manners were
always perfect, and he was aways approachable to his
men. Yet they knew that this man, who bore all the
appearance of a scholar, and carried Kant's Critique of
Pure Reason as reading material on his forays, was
coldly resolute, grim, fearless, skilled in all the affairs
of guerrilla war, and a hard taskmaster who did not
spare himself. |f they did not understand him as easily
as they could assss the character and abilities of most
of the commando leaders, they trusted and revered
him. So, years later, did British soldiers. In the
following years Smuts always had sturdy supporters
among the men, Boer and British, who had seen war
at his side.



CHAPTER 1V
UNION

Peace and recongruction—Smuts, Het Volk, and <df-

government—Smuts and Botha—Native status—Gandhi—

Creating the Union—Hertsog breaks away—Defence force
—Strikes on the Rand—Smutss duty

HE Boer negotiators offered to abandon the

independence of the Republics in foreign rela
tions, permit British supervision of internal affairs,
surrender the Rand, and make a defensive adliance with
Britain. Smuts pointed out that this would leave only
the title of independence. Kitchener might have
accepted such terms, but Milner was not satisfied. In
thefinal treaty the Boers had to yield everything. Y et
the Boer leaders knew that they had friends in England
who had aways opposed thewar, and Kitchener hinted
to Smuts that these friends might soon be in political
power. In signing the treaty, therefore, it was clear
that they might expect generous treatment in the near
future. Britain, infact, promised at once to raise loans
for reconstruction, and arranged that military adminis-
tration in the Boer States should be followed by civil
government, which in turn would be replaced by Boer
self-government.

Milner did excellent work in post-war reconstruc-
tion—work which also provided young University
men from England with agreesble posts, to the dis-
content of young Afrikanders. Uidanders swarmed

5*
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back. Business began to revive. Milner had to s&t up
organization for the repatriation of prisoners of war,
the liberation of one hundred thousand Europeans and
rather more natives from internment camps, the de-
mobilization of Imperial troops, and the rebuilding of
devadtated farms. To add to these problems there was
drought and catde dissase. A vigorous start was made
by theremoval of martial law, the review and lessening
of sentences on Cape rebedls, and by relief works on
roads, railways, forestry, andirrigation. Theimpover-
ished Boers needed scores of commodities to restart
life, and the British administration revived, to a limited
extent, the medieval practice of trying to protect the
citizen from the greed of profiteers.

Tired and depressed, Smuts returned to Pretoria and
entered practice again as a barrister. Chamberlain
visited South Africa, speeded variousfinancial arrange-
ments and claims to compensation, praised the Boers,
and showed that he desired goodwill between Boer and
Britain. In 1903 Smuts was offered a place on a nomi-
nated Legislative Council, but refusedit. Hedidnot
welcome responsibility to which he had not been voted
by the people, preferred to remain outside the adminis-
tration until the Transvaa received self-government,
and did not consider such status yet due. Also he was
averse to some features of Milner's policy, particularly
the employment of Chinese labour in the mines. This,
he considered, would add to the dready difficult prob-
lems arising from native labour in a country with a
black majority, as the endless reserve of Asiatics might
increase the numbers of non-Europeans in South
Africato the peril of the Europeans. It seemed to him
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that the Transvaal was becoming powerless to arrange
its future, in the grip of the mine-owners.

Chineselabour inthe Rand raised apolitical stormin
England. Though to describe the status of the Chinese
as davery would be, as Churchill said, to use "a
terminological inexactitude," to many Liberalsthe con-
ditions of their service too closdaly resembled servitude.
In 1905, together with the issue of Protection, which
most Tories wished to s replace Free Trade, the
Chinese labour question helped to bring down the
Government. The Liberal Party came into power.

Before this event Smuts had become convinced that
the time for self-government was due. The war had
strengthened the spirit of Boer nationality. There was
an Afrikander revival, evinced by such signs as a de-
mand for the wider, and official, use of Afrikaans, and
disputes over the language syllabus in schools. The
grant of self-government, Smuts considered, would be
amatter of self-interest for Britain, as without it there
would surely be a renewal of strife. To promote the
cause of self-government he had started with Bothain
1904 a new political party, Het Volk.

When the Liberals attained power at Westminster
this party sent Smuts to England to urge self-govern-
ment. Smuts met Churchill, Morley, and L1oyd George
—who had risked his life in the Chamberlain strong-
hold at Birmingham to denounce those he held re-
sponsible for the war. With the exception of Lloyd
George, thee Liberals qualified their agreement with
the demand for self-government. Some of theifi were
not convinced of the benefits of full self-government at
that time. When Smuts met the Premier, Campbell-
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Bannerman, he argued that the existing government of
the Boer States should be replaced by self-government
as the only means of achieving Boer-British co-opera
tion. The Premier was aready almost convinced of
this, and Smutssvisitled himto arapid decision. The
grant of self-government was agreed to by the Liberal
Cabinet almost without discussion, and a commission
was sent to Pretoria to settle the form of government.
In a few months the Transvaal, and a little later the
Orange Free State, were self-governing dages inde-
pendent in fact, if not in name.

No other Power would have done as much, or so
quickly, after avictoriouswar, though many Boersdid
not appreciate Britain's generous attitude. But Britain's
action, only four years after the end of war, profoundly
influenced Smutss career. 1t was aturning-pointin his
life. Britain placed her trust in the Boers, and that
attitude won Smuts for the Empire. Ever afterwards
heheldit his duty to seethat thetrust was not betrayed.

Botha became Premier of the new Transvaal Govern-
ment. Smuts served as Colonial Secretary. Theweari-
ness and bitterness of the post-war years vanished.
Smuts became a driving-force in government. In fact,
in the opinion of some Boers as the years went on, he
evinced some of the hard, inhuman characteristics of
the machine.

In gppearance and character he was in contrast to
Botha. The war had developed Smuts physically, and
he was no longer the thin, hollow-cheeked lawyer.
Tall, fair, wiry, with blue, steady, rather appraising
gyes, he was a manly, soldierly fip— of powerful in-
dividuality. Yet despite his sol
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essentidly reserved and shy. He could not be * all
thingstoall men' inthe manner of apolitician. Itwas
as though something dynamic was aways held back
within him. His mind was meditative, and he was apt
to view the long-range effects of a plan rather than its
immediate details, yet he was. aman of rapid executive
action. He could not suffer fools gladly, and though
Always courteous could be too brief and formal even
with men who were not fools. Thus he made enemies.

Botha was more heavily built, a good companion,
tactful, friendly, capable of making any insignificant
burgher fed that a persona interest was taken in his
grievances. Those who later attacked Botha in the
political field aways felt that he was flesh and blood
that could be hurt, whereas with Smuts it seemed that
their shafts struck and fell away from a stone wall. If
he answered questions with perhaps undue care for the
exact meaning of words, or gave a frank, courteous,
friendly, but wholly non-committal reply—for lawyers
and politicians these practices are sometimes inevitable
—they began to call him " Slim," the most favourable
translation of which is " cautious." But the verbal
assault seemed wasted on him. Perhaps it ssemed a
puny thing compared to the argument of war which
Smuts had experienced.

Botha and Smuts worked together in harmony and
loyalty for a dozen years, making history. The chief
article of their political faith was that South Africa
could develop only by co-operation and merging of the
Dutch and British elements. But they welcomed all
white peoples, and hoped that each would give some-
thing of the best in its own stock. They saw South
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Africaasayounger United States growing intheunity
of many nationalities. They would receive Jews,
though the Jew was disliked by the farming, pastoralist
Boer as the incarnation of capitalism and exploitation.
In later years Smuts was a champion of the Jews, advo-
cated the plan for a National Home in Palegting, and
detested persecution of Jews in Central Europe.

The black races, however, formed the majority of
the population." Smuts's attitude to this awkward fact,
which still presents many unsolved problems in South
Africa, was that of the Cgpe Dutch and the South
Africansof British stock, which, although moreliberal
than that of the Free State and Transvaal Boers, does
not gppear very progressive to those who have not to
meet the situation. Smuts held that power should rest
only with the Europeans, who had checked the course
of barbarism in South Africa. The franchise, for in-
gance, as the source of political power, should not be
shared with the Bantu millions, and there should be no
union of black and white, for the native was apart, not
merely in colour but in mind, and required different
institutions. Asiaticimmigration, which only added to
South Africa's colour problems, he considered should
be stopped. The native African, however, had rights
in the country, and should have a training suited to
him, in manual work. Smutss attitude to the native
question does not seem at first sight to differ gready
from that of the majority of South Africans. His atti-
tude, infact, ismore liberal; but the native problemis
immensdly difficult. Thenativeisdetribalized, schemes

*|In 1911 the Europeans numbered 1,300,000. The red,
4,700,000, were mosdy natives.
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to segregate him on parts of the land—not the best
parts—with few exceptions have been unsuccessful, and
heisnot wanted in the towns, where hislabour, as aso
that of Coloureds (Eurafricans) and Asiatics, might
become a threat to the employment of Europeans.

The question of Chinese labour was small enough to
be answered. By an agreement with the mine-owners
it was ended on the Rand, and after 1910 this problem
was cleared away.

Smuts was anxious to reassure English-speaking
South Africans that England's generous attitude in-
volved no perilsfor the British position, and therefore
made Dutch an optional and English a compulsory
subject in the schools. The result of his measure, how-
ever, was to alarm Boers who feared their country
would beentirely dominated by English policies. Soon
another occasion aose to annoy the Boers. When a
strike occurred on the Rand Smuts summoned British
troops to guard the mines. The Boers among the
workers resented this, accusing Smuts of turning on
his own people and of bringing foreign soldiers against
men who had fought for their country.

Many other problems arose in the first years of sdf-
government. The Transvaal Government had to cope
with bad trade, a period of drought, crop failures,
much poverty, and with the question of Indian immi-
gration. Indians had been admitted into Natal and at
that time outnumbered the Europeans. The Trans
vaders did not want to be overrun by'Asiatic labourers
and traders who could work for the lowest profits and
live" on nothing/* Smuts and Botha could have dealt
with the matter boldly, clearly, and finally, for the
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Government of a country can surely claim the right
to exclude diens whom it deems for any reason
undesirable.

The Indians, however, were British subjects and had
sympathizers in England whose livelihood was not
imperilled by theimmigration. As Smutssaimwasto
win British goodwill and justify British trust in sdf-
government, he had to exercise restraint and much
patience. Troublewith the Indians continued for years
and was a harassing problem for the later Union
Government on the eve of the Great War in 1914. The
Natal Indians lost the franchise, and a Class Aresas Bill
was proposed, to empower the Government to segre-
gate Asiatics in certain districts. There were disputes
over registration, Indian marriage laws, and taxation.
The Indians' champion was Gandhi, who in these early
South African days was not averse from wearing top-
hat, tie, and tails, and had not won the degree of fame
for saintliness snce attained. Once he organized a
march of thousands of Indiansfrom Natal to the Trans-
vaal frontier, so that the gaols became overcrowded
with his countrymen. Inthese South African disputes,
Gandhi developed his doctrine of resstance without
the use of force. He claimed considerable rights for
Indians in South Africa, claims which were supported
by Indiansin Indiawho in their own land would have
treated some of the immigrants hardly as human
beings. At length Smuts reached an agreement with
Gandhi by which the regulations concerning the
Indians were modified but wholesale immigration was
stopped. No one in South Africa was better fitted
to appreciate saintliness or mysticism than Smuts,
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but Gandhi met a negotiator as patient, subde, and
obstinate as himself. Victory went to Smuts. Yet
Gandhi may have observed that if the British Lion
expects its cub to be reasonable when its tail is twisted
in a non-violent manner the Lion himself might well be
longsuffering under the same indignity.

Whiledealing with these various problems there was
aways one object before Smutss mind—the achieve-
ment of the unity of South Africa. In pesches writ-
ing, and conversation, and by the encouragement
of Union societies, he quietly propagated the idea. He
drew up aplan of union and was anxiousto redizeit as
quickly as possible, lest a Tory Government attained
power in England and delayed it.

In 1908-9 a National Convention representing the
Cape, Natal, Transvaal, and Free State held sessons at
Durban, Cgpe Town, and Bloemfontein to discuss
union. The Transvaal representation took the lead,
and had a constitution aready prepared by Smuts. The
majority were soon agreed on union under the Crown.
Smuts then adroitly prevented any debatable points,
such as native policy, the place of the English and
Dutch languages in schools, or the functions of the
local authorities in the four States, from dividing the
Conference and obstructing his purpose. An example
of his skill infinding a compromise, in this case with
local pride and loyalties, was in the arrangement by
which Pretoria was made the set of government,
while Bloemfontein became the headquarters of the
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judiciary, and Cgpe Town the meeting-place of Parlia-
ment. Again, in the Cape, which had aways adopted a
comparatively liberal attitude, the non-Europeans were
to retain the franchise under various qualifications;
whereas the Boer States still excluded the natives.

The constitution agreed upon was pased by the
Imperial Parliament, and the Union of South Africa
was established in 1910. From the inception of the idea
to the achievement of the reality the Union was largely
the work of Smuts. He opened the door by pressing
for a speedy establishment of self-government; he con-
vinced Britain that her trust was not misplaced; the
preliminary propaganda, the plan of action, and the
form of the constitution were his; and his persuasive-
ness arid determination to be conciliatory during the
negotiations crowned all with success. Smutss mind
can deal with deep, involved, philosophical subjects,
but he expresses himself on public occasions in the
smplest language. To the representatives of the States
he outlined the necessity of union in clear terms,
showing that while Boer and Briton had fought against
each other for what both considered exalted aims, now
both should have a common object, union under the
Crown. Under the Crown, Smuts said, South Africa
could rely on the protection of Great Britain; but this
might not endure, for in some future crisis Britain
might be unable to extend protection; therefore South
Africa should be unified, strong, and self-reliant. A
strong South Africa should be founded, and strength
was impossible if a people of one and a quarter millions
remained divided under four Governments.

Bothawas Premier of the Union from 1910 until his
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death in 1919. Born in Natal, his grandparents were
voortrekkersfrom the Cape. When he was seven years
old his parents moved into the Free State, and Botha's
youth was passad as a hard-working pioneer farmer.
At twenty-two he setded in a part of Zululand which
was later joined to the Transvaal. He had foughtinthe
Boer War at Ladysmith—incidentally, it was Botha
who captured Winston Churchill—and won brilliant
success at Spion Kop and Colenso. When old General
Joubert died he was put in command of the Transvaal
forces. It was too late to do more than temporarily
check the British advance on Pretoria, but for eighteen
months, with de Wet, he continued afluctuating guer-
rillawarfare. Before the war he had opposed Kruger's
narrow policy towards the Uidanders and corruption
in the Transvaal. Now he appreciated the liberal
agpects of the treaty with Britain, and resolved to abide
by it. AsPremier of the Transvaa he had striven with
uccsss to promote goodwill between Boers and
British. Inthe pre-Union conferences his tact had con-
ciliated some of his extremist followers. Botha could
manage difficult or stupid men more easly than Smuts,
though in all things they acted in close agreement. In
the Union Cabinet, Smuts became Minister of Defence,
Mines, and Interior, and later took over Finance.
Though Botha possessed more patience than Smuts,
there was one member of the Cabinet with whom
friction ssemed unavoidable—Herfczog, Minister of
Justice.

Hertzog wasfour years older than Smuts. Born near
Cgoe Town, of German stock, he was educated at
Stellenbosch aod studied law at Amsterdam. Return-
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ing to Africa, he made little progress as a barrister, but
gained a judgeship in the Free State, His sentiments
were all against the mining, capitalist, commercial
atmosphere which entered South Africawith the dis-
covery of diamonds and gold. He feared that the agri-
cultural and pastoral life of the Boerswould be broken
down, and that the Uitlander woul d become politically
supreme over the Afrikander. After fighting in the
commandos, he stood out at Vereeniging for the for-
lorn hope of retaining Boer independence. As Minister
of Education, under self-government in the Free State,
Hertzog was not interested in conciliating British
opinion and insisted on bilingualism in the schools.
Indeed, his coldness towards the British connexion
brought him afollowing among Boers who foresaw a
complete dominance of their land by Britain and still
hoped to establish their independence in republics.
At the Union negotiations he was the champion of
equality between Briton and Boer and between the
languages. This language question was one of those
which Smuts was relieved to sse postponed for later
discussion, as it was calculated to stir up Boer senti-
ment. Hertzog wanted a post in the Union cabinet, as he
considered himself the best suited to guard Afrikander
interests.

Botha appointed him reluctantly, and was probably
persuaded to do so by Smuts, who thought that the
appointment woul d conciliate Afrikander feeling. The
Minister of Justice, however, soon showed that he was
out of sympathy with both men. In his opinion they
were so anxious to win British approval that they were
unjust to their own people. Hertzog intended to work
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for the predominance of the Dutch race in South
African affairs, rather than equal partnership with
South Africans of British race. At length he declared
that he would support the Empire only as long as it
benefited Afrikanders.

He was a member of the Botha-Smuts group, which
became the South African Party in 1911 and had the
support of English-speaking voters and moderate
Afrikanders, but was soon to lead his own party. He
resented Botha's hesitation in appointing him to the
Cabinet and disliked somekindly remarkswhich Botha
made about Rhodes at the unveiling of a memorial.
When Botha attended an Imperial Conference in 1911
Herfczog showed that he.expected more 'pro-British’
measures to follow as a matter of course, as though
Bothawas simply aBritish agent. When increased con-
tributionstothe Royal Navy were suggested, asBritain
was being compelled to build against Germany's grow-
ing armaments, Hertzog opposed payment, merely
ignoring the argument that the Navy was the Union's
first line of defence.

One result of the Conference, which reviewed the
world situation and the rising strength of Germany,
was the creation by Smuts of a new Defence Force,
consisting of a small permanent corps of artillery,
engineers, and mounted police, with a Resarve of
volunteers and men recruited under a form of con-
scription. From Parliament Smuts obtained consider-
able powers in using this Force.

In 1912 Botha resigned, and on re-election left the
discordant Hertzog out of the Cabinet. Smuts did his
best to prevent this break, for he foresaw worsetrouble
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from a Hertzog out of power. His fears were justified.
Hertzog led an active Opposition, consisting at first of
only five supporters in Parliament but with consider-
able following in the country. With the war-cry
" South Africa First" there began a bitter campaign
against Botha and Smuts and their policy of co-opera-
tion between the races and development within the
Empire. Their policy, said Hertzog, sacrificed the
Afrikander to Britain. His lead was well-received
among many of Boer stock, and in subsequent years
Britain could be blamed by them for everything that
hurt either the country or the individual, from drought
to a bankruptcy. Asthe Jew to the Nazi, Britain to the
Hertzogite at that time was the source of all evil.
Hertzog's party, the Nationalists, could find no reason
for remaining in the Empire, and in a British war con-
sidered that South Africa should be neutral. The Eng-
lish in South Africa, Hertzog said, never regarded
themselves as South Africans, but as English. This
was one of the generalizations which contained just
enough fact to pass as the whole truth. Hertzog's de-
fection caused Botha to seek more support from the
Unionists, whoweremainly British, which antagonized
more of the Afrikaans-speaking people.

While Bothaand Smuts wereworried by the Hertzog
Opposition and were dealing with Gandhi, serious
labour disputes led to an exciting situation. At a New
Kleinfontein mine in 1913 alocal strike occurred, and
when the matter in dispute was settled the mine-owners
refused to dismiss a few non.strikers. Other mines and
various trades came out on strike. There was disorder,
looting, and destruction. The trouble spread to the
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Rand, and abasic issue, therecognition of trade unions,
was raised.

The Government had intended allowing owners and
workers to sdttle their quarrels between themselves,
but itsintervention was forced by mob action, killings,
risks to the mines, and dangers from large numbers of
natives in the compounds. As there were not enough
police, and the Defence Force was not yet ready for
action, the Government could not guarantee order and
the pafety of life and property. The alternative was sur-
render. Botha and Smuts negotiated with the men's
leeders at Johannesburg amid soenes of excitement and
violence. The Government and the Chamber of Mines
recognized the trades unions, and a Commission to
examine hours, wages, and cost of living was promised.

This victory encouraged extremists among the
workers' leaders to go farther. At the beginning of
1914 another list of demands was drawn up. Cod
mines, gold mines, and railway workers came out, and
agenera strike throughout the Union was proclaimed.
Now Smuts had sad that any strike was an apped to
public opinion. A generd strike is much more—it is
revolutionary. If this strike was not broken all work
would cesse public utility services would go out of
action, the people in the towns would starve, the em-
ployers and the middle dassss would be dominated by
adictatorship of the white proletariat. The true prole-
tariat of South Africais, of course, black; and if the
Government failed to restore order and successfully
meet this chalenge to the people a quarter of amillion
representatives of the true proletariat around Johannes-
burg might break out!
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This time Smuts was ready. Martial law was de-
clared; sixty thousand men, partly from the new De-
fence Force, were called out; officers were instructed
tofire, after warning, if strikerstried to wreck railway
installations. Trains, sanitation, lighting services, and
food supplies were kept functioning. Then de la Rey
in Johannesburg, with adequate fire poyer in support,
and with a threat to blow up the Trades Hall, com-
pelled the leaders to surrender. Nine of them—not one
a South African—Smuts at once put in gaol. That
night they were taken to Durban, whence they were
rushed out of the country by seamer to England.

To justify his actions—the declaration of martial law
and the deportations, which were illegal—Smuts spoke
at great length in Parliament. He was indemnified by a
large majority, and laws were passed that in future men
should not be forced to join unions, and should be
punished for refusing duty in a public utility service.
On the other hand the Government met some of the
workers' grievances by laws providing for compensa
tion for accidents and industrial diseasss.

Smuts® had won, but the power of Labour, stronger
than its small representation in Parliament suggested,
was st against the man who to maintain order had
twice stood in its path. This enmity was added to the
Nationalist opposition. Moreover, sections of liberal
opinion in South Africa and Britain condemned his
martial law and deportations as too drastic. The
Unionists (the British party in South Africa) even
helped Labour successfully to oppose the Govern-
ment's request for less restriction on the power to
impose martial law. The Nationalists were in the front
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rank of the attack on Smuts, some of them with the
additional incentive of personal dislike or jealousy to
make the worst of his actions. Finally, during the
strike some of the Defence Force officers had betrayed
unwillingness to serve Bothaand Smuts. In most cases
this attitude seems to have been founded on National -
ism, sometimes adulterated withjealousy of theUnion's
principal leaders, rather than on sympathy with the
workers or esteem for the weapon of a general strike.

M ost of these reactions were expected by Smuts. He
knew that hisfirm action woul d arouse many emotions,
from intensified hatred to mild disapproval. Yet firmly
and without any hesitations he followed the line of his
duty as he saw it, regardless of the results to his own
career. There was such a strong current of feeling
against him that in the spring of 1914 there were
prophets foretelling the end of his political life.

Labour might desire revenge on Smuts in politics,
but the British among its leaders could not in aworld
crisis oppose his co-operation with Britain. Theratio
of Boer to .British in the Union has remained fairly
even, at about 60 to 40 per cent. It varies regionally,
asin the Free State (Boer) and Natal (British). Owing
to intermarriage it would be difficult to-day to fix an
exact ratio. Racialism, or at least the feeling among
many Boers that the country was under foreign tute-
lage, was the strong irritant used by the Nationalists.
The unease it caused was brought to an eruption of
armed revolt when the world crisis came.



CHAPTER V
REBELLION AND JUNGLE WAR

Germany in Africa—Hereros—A dangerous neighbour—

Smuts advocates war—Defeat of rebels—A peril averted—

Smuts goes to war—A rowdy election—Smuts's hopes for

South Africa—Botha and the Opposition—Smutsin German

East Africa—" A war in a 200 "—Lettow-V orbeck—The

Nationalists and Smuts's victory—Smuts in England—The
" British Commonwealth of Nations "

ERMANY darted late in the 'scramble for

Africa’ and acquired only two aress, in the esdt
and the south-west, suitable for white settlers. These
territories she would have linked together by occupy-
ing part of Bechuandand and the Matabele country,
had not Rhodes forestalled her. In the later 'nineties
she viewed with envy the great regions controlled by
Britain, yet she could not intervene to her own profit
during the Boer War, partly because France would not
support her, but mainly because she lacked a fleet,
Germany did not s&t adde her dreams of an African
Empire, considered Britain aone could thwart her,
and began to build a powerful fleet. In the aress she
aready occupied the natives were not unused to primi-
tive brutality, but the conduct? of the Germans was
their worst affliction. German administration was
marked by ferocious cruelty, plundering, and murder.
Helplessness, which in most human beings arouses a
protective instinct, brings out the worst features in the
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German character. Natives under German rule in
Africa were helpless; they had no rights, and could
hope for neither justice nor pity.

The Hereros of German South-west Africa were
driven to rebellion by the brutality of the Germans,
when in less than thirty years the numbers of these
natives had fallen from eighty-five to sixty thousand.
The Germans crushed the revolt by methods of exter-
mination. The death of prisoners of war was ensured
by placing their camps on the cold, foggy shores of the
Atlantic. Three years after the Hereros began to show
fight only thirty thousand remained. It was a lesson
read againg future revolt, and no doubt was aso
learned well by plundered, flogged, terrorized natives
of German Eagt Africa.

To Germany Africa signified only atorrent of raw
mé&terias, millions of negroes to be disciplined and
trained as soldiers, great naval basss on the Indian and
Atlantic Oceans, and domination of theworld, Africa
could giveall this. Inthe Union alone, Germany saw
gold, diamonds, and great gpeces in which to breed
another German nation. In this region, where the
Boer War was a recent event, the way might be pre-
pared by playing upon Afrikander discontents to
weaken Britain. Afrikanders who hoped to injure
Britain, and establish their complete independence if
Britain should fall, might be persuaded to open the
door for Germany. By bringing about their own
downfall, such Afrikanders woul d save Germany much
exertion and cost. So the Germans kept a large Con-
sulatein South Africa, quietly stimulated malcontents,
dropped hints of re-establishing the Republics, and in



REBELLION AND JUNGLE WAR 71

German South-west Africa maintained a garrison too
large for such a meagre, desert-type country in which
the natives had been thoroughly cowed.

The phrase * Fifth Column' had not then been
coined, and though the art was not unknown to them,
the Germans had not perfected the technique of
suborning the victims of their projected invasions.
Smuts, however, was aware that Germany was a
dangerous neighbour, well-placed to invade the Union
through aeas where particularism and dislike of
Britain were strongest.

n

When war began in 1914 Botha at once informed
Britain that the Union could defend itself, and move-
ments of British troopsfrom South Africawere begun.
Then Britain requested the Union to occupy German
South-west Africa, whose wireless stations were relay-
ing order!* and information to German warships.
Though Parliament was not in sesson, Botha agreed.
The Defence Force began to take up war positidns.
Sx hundred men were on the German border, under
Maritz, the burly dynamite-thrower of Ookiep days.

The Germans crossed the frontier, apologized for
their uncertainty asto the exact position of thedividing
line—but remained on Union territory. Even in
Africa the German was determined to fight on the soil
of his neighbour. This act made the task of Botha and
Smuts somewhat esser when they asked Parliament's
sanction for starting the campaign, yet both men ex-
pected opposition.
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Before the Assembly Botha urged support of Britain
by all measures, and co-operation in defence of the
Empire. Hert2og opposed the campaign. A victorious
Germany, he said, would punish the Union: a vic-
torious Britain would probably transfer German
South-west to the Union, or the Union could occupy
the colony easily; so therewas no point infighting for
it. Smuts, supporting Botha, recalled that the mother
countries of many South Africans—in Britain, France*
and Belgium—nhad been attacked. The Boers, he said,
had fought for liberty, and from Britain they had
received liberty to develop in any way they pleased.
Now theworld was threatened by amilitary autocracy
which suppressed smaller nations. South Africa had
paid in tears for its freedom. Were the people now
merely going to let the Germans take it avay? He
indicated that there was alarger question to be decided.
Was South Africa going to do its duty not only to
itself, but to the wholeworld? Finally he pointed out
that German troops were dready inside the Union,
that German warships were cruising in Union waters,
and that but for the Royal Navy the trade of South
Africa would be serioudy threatened. The wireless
stations of German South-west, he said, were a danger
to British and to South African trade. The British
Government, therefore, had said, " There iswork for
you to do."

Support for the Government was given by a large
majority, but Hertzog and his Parliamentary followers
voted againg it and represented a widespread attitude
in the country. Some of the Boer |leaders, among them
de Wet and de la Rey, had never been reconciled to
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Britain. On avisit to Germany Beyers had been im-
pressed by Prussian military efficiency. These men
opposed South Africas entering the war by a cam-
paign in Africa. Beyers, Commandant-General of the
Defence Force, had even considered using the Union
forces at the time of the Rand strikes to overthrow
Smuts and Botha. Now, in a letter of resignation to
Smuts, he asserted that most Boers opposed the cam-
paign, and that even the Cabinet in London had not
been unanimous on going to war with Germany.
Britain, he wrote, was aleged to be fighting for the
rights of small nations and the sanctity of treaties,
againg Gehnan barbarism. Yet, when it suited her,
Beyers wrote, Britain overlooked the rights of small
nations, disregarded treaties, and had used barbarous
methods against the Boers. Smuts replied:

Your bitter attack on Great Britain is. . . entirely
basdess. . . . Your reference to barbarous acts during the
South African War cannot justify the criminal devastation
of Belgium and can only be calculated to sow hatred and
division among the people of South Africa. Y ou forgot
to mention that since the South African War the British
people gave South Africa her entire freedom under a
constitution which makes it possible for us to realize our
national ideals along our own lines, and which, incident-
ally, dlows you to write a letter for which you would,
without doubt, be liable in the German Empire to the
supreme penalty. . . . My conviction is that the people
of South Africawil | haveaclearer conception of duty and
honour thanisto be deduced from your letter and action.

Opposition to the campaign increased, and more
Defence Force officers resigned. De la Rey, with a
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following in the Transvaal, seemed about to lead an
armed rising, when for the moment he was dissuaded
by Smuts and Botha, and his men dispersed. Then,
shortly after meeting Beyers at Pretoria, de la Rey st
off by car with the ex-Commandant-Geljeral towards
the Defence Force camp at Potchefstroom. What they
intended is riot clear, for de la Rey was accidentally
shot on the way by a policeman hunting criminals, and
Beyers for the time drew back. Maritz, however, came
out in open rebellion, handed over to the Germans
Defence Force men who would not follow him, and
invaded the northern Cape. Transvaaers, called up for
service against him, refused duty. De Wet planned to
join Maritz, not merely with the object of overthrow-
ing the Government because of its war policy, but
to fight for independence. Collecting forces in the Free
State, he occupied some towns. The Free State was
solidly anti-war and anti-British. Natal was all British,
the Transvaa and the Cape were divided. Beyers and
de Wet accused the Government of murdering de
laRey.

Some gommandos of the Defence Force could not
be relied upon, and there is a story that Smuts neatly
disarmed one of them near Pretoria. They were
mounted men, well-armed and plentifully stocked with
ammunition. After inspecting them and praising their
turn-out, he told them that it had been decided that
such men as they were far more useful in civil life than
with the forces. He explained that the Government
was short of horses and arms, and then offered them
excellent prices for theirs, with immediate payment in
cash. The men agreed, and went back to their farms
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and ranches, delighted with a profitable stroke of
business that would have pleased a countryman in any
land. Arms and horses they could not easlly acquire
again while the Government was buying, and theii?
doubtful loyalty could cause no more trouble.

Smuts hed* w