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PREFACE

T HE deeds of the Normans in Southern Italy
and the founding of the Kingdom of Sicily—
one of the most interesting and distinctive of medi-
aeva states—have been strikingly neglected by
historical writersboth of our own and to aless de-
gree of foreign countries. Had Edward Freeman
lived, he might have given us that story, but of
his researches into the more modern history of
Sicily the historian of the Normans in England
has only left to us a few striking essays and a
brilliant article in the Encyclopoalia Britannica.
In effect, a few pages in Gibbon's great work
represent the only connected narrative that we
have in English of one of the most romantic
periods in mediaeval history. That so little has
been written in our language on this subject is
my justification for undertaking to write the life
of Roger 1'1. This monarch, with his Norman
predecessors, has indeed received a worthier
attention at the hands of foreign scholars. A
series of fatalities has cut short the fine work of
Delarc, Les Normands en Italie, and of Heinemann,
Geschichte der Normannen in Unter-ltalien, as
ii
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of Freeman, but Amari has given the history of
the Normans in Sicily in full in Soria dei Musul-
mani in Scilia, and the work of these has been
carried.on by Caspar, Kehr, Chalandon, and other
French, German, and Italian scholars, who have
worked in the broad field afforded by the subject.
In particular | must express my obligation to
Chalandon, the latest and on the political side
the most thorough of the historians of Norman
[taly, upon whose Domination normande en ltalie,
| have based the chronology of my book.

The absence of any staridard English book on
the Normans and Roger |1 1. has compelled me to
use my own discretion on some controversial
points in regard to the spelling in names of persons
and institutions. Thus, in regard to the personal
name Guarinus, | have adopted the form Guarin,
though the modern French form Gu6rin or the
Anglo-Norman Warin might have been used, and
though his contemporaries in Italy may have
known this individual as Guarino.

Throughout the course of my reading | have
received much help and encouragement, which, |
gratefully acknowledge, from, among others, Mr.
E. Barker of St. John's College, Oxford, Mr. G.
Baskerville of Keble College, and the Editor of
this series.

In giving this book to the public, | make little
pretence to have added to the solution of the many,
involved, and little-attempted problems connected
with Norman and Hauteville government in Italy.
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I can only claim for it that it represents many
years' study of the original sources for the period,
together with works of recent authorities, and that
it gives for the first time in English in any con-
tinuous and detailed form the fascinating story,
in Apulia and Sicily, of Norman valour, Norman
enterprise, and Norman statesmanship.

E.C.
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ROGER OF SICILY

INTRODUCTION
SOUTHERN ITALY CIRCA 1000 A.D.

" A LAND destined to receive from the South
t\ itscivilisation, from the North its masters."
So has the history of Italy from Honorius been
summed up in a single phrase.” From 400 A.D.
to 1050 A.D., three Northern races descended
without thought of return into the sunny land of
corn, olive, and vine. After the East Goths, the
Lombards, and after these the Normans, who,
coming in isolated bands and not as a nation, yet
represent the last considerable immigration of
Teutonic invaders.

Italy, south of aline drawn from the Tronto to
Rieti, and from that again to Terracina, was the
arena of Norman conquest; the genius of Robert
Guiscard, of Richard of Aversa, and after them of

! Bertaux, L'Art dans I'Italie meridionale, i., p. 15. See Ibid,
p. 11 seq. for a detailed sketch of the topography of Lower [taly.
I



2 Roger of Scily [1000

Roger of Sicily, formed this part of Italy into a
political entity which, lasting for 800 years, has
been variously called "the kingdom of Sicily,"
" thetwo Sicilies,” or morefamiliarly the" Regno"
or "Kingdom." Geography at once favours and
hinders the unity of Lower Italy. The vast
mountain-barrier of the Abruzzi, the "Gran
Sasso" of Italy, continued by the mountains that
approach to Benevento, cut it off from the central
and northern part of the peninsula. Yet Nature
has deeply divided its component parts. Great
mountain ranges sever from one another the fertile
plain that is watered by the Volturno and Garig-
liano, the plateaux of Apulia, the great depressed
lowlands stretching from Otranto round the Gulf
of Taranto to the basin of the Crati, and make
each of them self-contained and isolated. The
whole of the Abruzzi was in the mediaeval ages
almost inaccessible, with vast forests, mountains,
and waste, offering little passage or attraction.
Apulia, divided from Calabria by woods, torrents,
and narrow gorges, communicating with it only
by Potenza, or the long shore-route, shut off from
the western plains by the great backbone of the
Apennines, and only to be entered from that
direction by Troja, Melfi, and the passes under
Monte Vulture, presents in itself much diversity
of soil and altitude. From the Apennines down
to Andria is a great grassy extent covered with
sheep. A low-lying tract stretching along the coast
from Siponto to Brindisi, fertile and full of towns,
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ascends into a tableland which stretches from
Monte Gargano, "the spur of Italy," to the foot
of Monte Vulture, and the whole is called "fat"
or "fertile" Apulia. Thence begins the Murgia,
a line of hills styled in contrast "stony Apulia.”
Over the Apennines, from Salerno north to
Benevento and the borders of the former Papal
states, there are great and fertile plains called
to the north Campania, but even here consider-
able mountains rise like spurs of the great central
ranges, and from Salerno to Sorrento runs a great
wall of hills south of which Amalfi sits on the sea

Geography makes the history of Lower Italy
in the early mediaeval centuries. Calabria, poor
and isolated, a "citadel of granite," offering little
in the way of harbours or towns, necessarily plays
little part in the story of Norman conquest. The
northern Abruzzi serve to check Norman aggres-
sion and to fix its limits. The mountains and
sea enable Naples and Amalfi to play for a long
period the part of free SeaRepublics. The
Greeks are able to keep a long hold on the plains
and towns of the Adriatic sde. The Lombard
states are more easily conquered by the invaders,
but when the Norman feudatories plant them-
selves in the numberless valleys of western Apulia
and the lower Abruzzi they are hard to force
either into unity or loyalty to the Duke or King
who strives to make of South Italy a nation.
The wars of Guiscard and Roger against their
Norman vassals are not a chronicle of open battles,
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but of continual Seges of mountain fortresses
and petty isolated towns.

At the beginning of the eleventh century, just
on the eve of the Norman conquest, the future
Kingdom presents a very diversified map. There
are three great Lombard duchies, Benevento,
Capua, Salerno, while a fourth, Spoleto, touches it
in its southern half. The two coasts and nearer
inland are studded with cities, Capua, Benevento,
Naples, Salerno, Gaeta, Amalfi, Brindisi, Bari,
and soon. A linedrawn from the north of Monte
Gargano across to the neighbourhood of Potenza,
and again to the northern limit of Calabria,
contains between it and the southern and eastern
sea a Greek " Theme™ or province, called variously
the Capitanata, or Langobardia. Sicily is in
Moslem hands.

The native forces in Lower Italy were the
Lombard duchies and the princely City-Republics.
Theformer had for two centuriesfollowed an almost
unbroken course of disintegration. At the end of
the eighth century one great duchy had contained
what were now three or more separate states.
The glory of the duchy of Benevento had been
in the period when the northern Lombard king-
dom, founded by Alboin in 568, with its capital
at Pavia, fell before Pippin and his son Charles
the Great; Lombard independence and civilisa-
tion then found arefuge in the South with Arichis
I'l., Dukeof Benevento.

The ancestors of Arichis had governed in Bene-
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vento since 591; he himself was a man of great
character, his territory was of wide extent, and
thé overthrow of the northern kingdom served
to enhance his fame. Benevento was no mean
successor to Pavia.  Built where the Sabato and
Calore unite, seated at the junction of the Via
Appia and the Via Trajana, it was the gateway
between Southern and Central Italy. The Arch
of Trajan, the Porta Aurea, which had escaped
ruin, was the natural boast of its citizens. Santa
Sofia, built by Gisulf I'1., 732-749, harboured a
famous school of philosophy; strong walls and a
Lombard castle crowning the hill on which the
city isbuilt, secured its defences.

Arichis was able to stave off Charles with a
tribute; he took the title of Prince in 774, was
crowned and anointed by the bishops of his
duchy, struck coins bearing his own effigy, and,
as a final mark of independence, dated his acts
by the year of his reign. Capua and Saerno
were also his capitals; he fortified the latter and
built in it a palace of great size and beauty to
rival the Sacrum Palatium at Benevento. All
South Italy was his except the Greek sea towns
and the duchy stretched from seato sea

Among those who sought an asylum with the
great Duke, appeared Paul the Deacon, a Lom-
bard patriot and the greatest man of |etters among
all hisrace. After the overthrow of King De-
siderius at Pavia he came south to Benevento to
adorn the court of Arichis, and after his patron's
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death he went north to join the literary circle
which surrounded Charlemagne at Aachen; finally
he sought refuge in Monte Cassino, and there set
himself to write the epic of hisrace, the "History
of the Lombards."

Arichis left his throne to a son, Grimoald. But
the glory of Benevento was short-lived. On the
death of Duke Sicard in 839, the duchy was
usurped by Radelchis, one of his officers;, Salerno
thereupon broke away under Siconulf, who called
himself "most glorious prince of the Lombard
race" (849). Shortly afterwards, Capua formed a
third state, and thus there arose out of the original
duchy three Lombard dynasties. In Benevento
and Capua, there followed one another a bewilder-
ing succession of Pandulfsand Landulfs, in Salerno
of Gaimars and Gisulfs. Alongside the greater
three, small Lombard dynasts, offshoots of the
princely families, eventually established them-
svesin Teano, Sorrento, and elsewhere.  To the
north, again, was the duchy of Spoleto, governed
since 575 by Lombard princes who in 842 founded
an hereditary dynasty; this race however had
become extinct when the Normans appeared in
Italy, and the invaders were able to add to their
conquests the southern portion, the Abruzzi.

The boundaries of Benevento, Capua, and
Salerno at the beginning of the eleventh century
were asfollows: the former stretched, on the west,
from Alife to Avellino, and touched Capua near
Sant' Agata and on the Volturno. On the north
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it extended from Alife by Boviano and Molise
to.Trivento, thence to the coast at Termoli.
Its south-eastern border ran from the mouth of
the Fortore by Lucera, Ascoli, and Melfi, whereit
met Greek territory, to Nusco and Avellino,
where it faced the duchy of Salerno. The latter
had, by agreement with Benevento in 847, received
territories stretching as far south as Taranto and
north to Teano, but it had sadly diminished. It
now met the Greek frontier along a line from
Melfi, Potenza, and Policastro. Again, it touched
Beneventan soil at Nusco and Avellino, and
Neapolitan along the Sarno. The frontier of
Capua on the south towards Naples reached from
the Lago di Patria along the river Clanius to
Abella; on the ead, it ran from about Abella to
Sant' Agata along the upper Volturno to Sora
from which, turning south-west to Aquino, it
followed the course of the Garigliano to the sea
The boundaries of the Salerno and Benevento
naturally fluctuated, thus the territory of Monte
Gargano from Lesina and Lucera to Viesti and
Siponto was debated between Benevento and the
Byzantines.!

The Lombard race was undoubtedly the eminent
factor in Lower Italy. Three great principalities
represented their temporal sovereignty; in Monte

! Vide Schipa, Il ducato di Napoli, p. 410, for an excellent map
by B. Cgpas0 to illustrate the boundaries of Capua, Naples,
Amalfi, etc. Also Schipa, Il principato di Salerno. Arch, st.
nap., t. xii., 1887, p. 106.
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Cassino and in Monte Gargano, they held the
spiritual capitals of the southern half of the penin-
sula, the one the mother of Western monasteries,
the other a shrine for pilgrims from all the West.
Salerno again was a city celebrated beyond the
borders of the Lombard race; it is described as
rich with the traffic of Moslem Africa and Sicily;
its trade with Constantinople was great; above
all it wasfamousfor itsancient School of Medicine.

The Lombards were both an aristocratic caste
and a race of merchants and cultivators. As
the former, they had stamped themselves all over
Italy; from north to south the personal names of
the whole noble class were Lombard. Their
distinctiveness as a Teutonic nation had indeed
vanished, and their origin revealed itself, apart
from historic tradition, only in their names, in
their law, certain terms in that law, the titles of
some officials, and a few place names. They had
become at once Catholic and Italian. But the
word Lombard survived stubbornly attached to a
people whose blood must have been largely mixed.
The three duchies were of course the main seat
of the Lombard race, but it was also humerous
along the western coast, while the occupation of
Apulia by Zoto and Arichis I | . had left behind a
numerous race of peasants and townsmen who
preserved the Italian speech and the laws of
Rothari all along the hinterland of the Adriatic
and even in the cities of the coast.

Not only the race, but aso the laws and admin-
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istrative system of the Lombards were far diffused
beyond the borders of the three duchies. Apulia
was under Byzantine domination, but in all
essentials it closely resembled the neighbouring
states. -Benevento, Capua, and Salerno were
divided for administrative and judicial purposes
into areas governed by counts and "gastalds,"
agents of the ducal power. Similarly in the nearer
parts of Apulia, Lombard gastalds are called in by
Greek officias to decide cases  The charters and
acts of Bari, Bitonto, and other towns of the Adri-
atic coast, from the early part of the tenth century,
attest how lightly Byzantine institutions affected
the population. The names are mainly Lombard,
the practices referred to are those of Lombard
law, secundum ritus gentis nostra langobardorutn,
the language in the vast majority of casesis Latin,
while however the acts are dated by the reign of
the Greek Emperor.t

Even among the purely Italian people of Italy,
the laws of Rothari and Liutprand contested the
ground very vigorously with the Roman or Roman-
Byzantine codes. In Rome itself, the very seat
of the more refined legal system, the nobles and
many of the clergy are found in the eleventh
century living by the old barbarian customs.’

! S Codice diplomatico barese, in 5 vols. (Bari), for numerous
instances. In the deeds of S. Nicholas of Bari (vol. iv.), of dates
from 939-1071, all are in Latin; two however have a Greek
translation where the Catapan has approved them.

2 S Giesebrecht, Die deutsche Kaiserzeit, vol. ii ., p. 328.
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Far into the thirteenth century, these customs
retained the affections both of the people of the
old duchies and the burgesses of the Apulian
towns, and the once Teutonic race continued to
cling to customs bearing old Germanic names
such as the morgengab or settlement on the newly-
married wife of part of the husband's effects,
the subjection of the women to the mundoald or
guardian, the launegilt, or acknowledgment in
kind made for some grant or gift. The Lombard
law even had its attraction for those free cities
Amalfi, Gaeta, and Trajetto which broadly
speaking” were Greek-Italian and non-Lombard.
The Consuetudines or Customs of Amalfi, which
were collected in 1274 but existed three centuries
earlier, show that the basis of dowry and succession
among the Amalfitansis Lombard and not Roman
law; the morgengab is at home there as in Bari
or Benevento.*

The second of the great native forces of Lower
Italy was in the non-Lombard civic states, in
Naples, Amalfi, Gaeta, and a few lesser towns of
the western coast which were their satellites.
Of these, the greatest was Naples.

The Basileus Constantine |V. may be said to
have founded the Neapolitan duchy in 661; he
defined its territories within a line reaching from
above Gag¢ta in the north to Amalfi in the south.
AsNaplesitself gradually formed a nucleus of sdif-
government out of the wrecks of Greek dominion,

! Racioppi, G., Arch. st. nap., 1880, pp. 1-20.



1000 Southern Italy circa looo AD. Il

so other units of independence formed themselves
out of Naples. In the ninth century Amalfi
emerges as a free state. At the same time with
Amalfi, the remoter Gaeta (Cajetta or Caieta)
begins to run a course of her own. The contado
of Naples was therefore much reduced by the
dawn of the eleventh century; the duchy had
then for its borders the sea, Nola, the Capuan
territory along the Volturno, and the course of
the Sarno.!

The immediate ruler of Naples held two titles,
Duke and Magister Militum. The latter implies
amilitary jurisdiction; the Duke was commander
of a militia or military caste which had its own
domains and privileges in and about the city.
As a civil officia he governed Naples in the name
of the Emperor at Constantinople; in this capacity
he was assisted by a council of nobiliores, while
comites and tribuni acted as magistrates under
him.

The Greek character of Naples took long to
disappear. Until 1139 the overlord of the city
was the "Great Emperor" in whose name all
acts were ratified. Political and commercial
intercourse with Constantinople strengthened
the traditional ties, and the Greek tongue was
for long as common in the streets as the Italian.
Practically, however, Naples grew into a free
republic at once maritime, civic, and aristocratic.
Her dukes became hereditary, although they

! Schipa, Il ducato di Napoli.  Arch. st. nap., 1893, p. 598.
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never ceased to be in a large measure constitu-
tional princes. Theearlier rulers of the city were
nominated by the Exarch of Ravenna, who repre-
sented Byzantine authority in Italy; their names
are Greek such as Stephanus, Johannes and
Sergius. Finally Sergius| ., in'the middle of the
ninth century, was the last to be nominated from
Ravenna or Constantinople; from him there
descended a line of hereditary dukeswhich ran to
the seventh of the founder's name, and ended
three centuries after him.

Ruling a wide contado in the islands and main-
land, commanding the searoutes, an outpost of
Greek learning and cultivation in the West, Naples
wasacity at once splendid, vigorous, and wealthy.
Yet she was followed close by the more recent
Amalfi, which with Naples, with Gaeta, with
Terracinaformed a chain of cities at once Italian,
self-governing, and attached to Byzantium by
unofficial bonds. Amalfi too had her contado
and now tended to gather under her sceptre a
little empire of the sea-towns and now saw them
follow her own lesson in self-dependence. We
can trace from the middle of the ninth century
a native dynasty establishing itself in Amalfi
with Marinus | ., which becomesfinally hereditary
at the end of the tenth century. Atfirstthey call
themselves "imperial prefects’; from 958 they
too become dukes and so last until 1073. Gaeta
again began to have consuls of her own as early
as 823, and in 872 a certain Docibilis is found as
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Duke of Gaeta, Fondi, Trajetto, and Terracina.
He was succeeded in this compact little state by
dukes more or less hereditary and bearing such
Greek or non-Lombard names as Sergius, Leo,
Marinus. Terracina and Fondi again tended to
breakaway from Gaeta, and the "particularism”
of Lower Italy wasirrepressible until the Normans
welded it together by the strong hand.

The glory of Amalfi was in the tenth and elev-
enth centuries. A poet of the latter century de-
scribes it as wealthy and populous, full of gold
and silver, a famous port of Arab, Sicilian, and
African merchants, an emporium for the goods of
Egypt and Syria® Built on the lower Sopes of a
high and inaccessible mountain group, it fronted
only the sea which gave it its importance; the
hill country behind isolated it from the Cam-
panian plain. Its fleet and marine were at the
beginning of the eleventh century the most
numerous and active of all the lower western
coast. Its traders and seamen made its name
renowned; they secured from their nominal lord,
the Basileus, valuable trading immunities in Con-
stantinople; the Lombard Liutprand, visiting the
Greek capital in the interests of his master Otto
I. in 968, found Amalfitans as numerous and as
much in evidence there as the Venetians.

Such were the city-states of Lower Italy which
we might distinguish sharply from the inland
Lombard states did not the Lombard law exercise

~ LGuill. Ap., iii., p. 267, Muratori, R. I, ss., vol. v.
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no small influence upon the native customs of
Amalfi and even of Naples, did they not also aim
at dominion in the hinterland itself. Nor can
we call them Greek in any definite sense inasmuch
as their populations were mainly of Italian stock, .
of Italian speech, and living by Roman law.
Lombards and Italians were not the only races
in South Italy which might becalled native. Sicily
of course contained a preponderating Moslem
population, with an understratum of Greeks
surviving in the eastern part of the island. On
the mainland four centuries of Byzantine ascen-
dancy had left a large Greek-speaking population.
In Apulia, indeed, Hellenisation had not proceeded
far; the Lombards, backed by the free states,
preserved their race and speech; veterans of the
imperial troops were seldom pensioned off upon
the land; in the towns such as Bari, and in the
towns alone, does there seem to have been any
considerable Greek element. But round the
Gulf of Taranto, and in the toe of Italy, Greek
influences were all-powerful. The whole of Cala-
bria, the southern part of Lucania, the coast from
Brindisi to Taranto and Otranto, the valleys of
Agri and Sinno contained apopulation completely
Greek. The reigns of the Iconoclastic Emperors
775-867 had resulted in great numbers of noncon-
forming monks abandoning Greece and settling in
Greek Italy, where the Greek language, law, and
Church struck their roots deeply. In these dis-
tricts Greek was the language of administration,
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and the Code of Justinian was the law of the land.
The Byzantine law lived on to influence the edicts
of the Norman kings; the Greek speech lived on
till the scholars of the Renaissance procured
native scholars of Calabria to teach them the
language of Plato.

South Italy then contained, from the Garigliano
and Tronto to Brindisi and Syracuse, four races,
four systems of law, three Churches, numerous free
states, and sovereignties both civic and national
in character. If unity could be imposed upon
this meeting-ground of races, churches, and civilisa-
tions, it was less likely to be achieved by native
force than by the action of the external powers
which pressed their title to the sub-peninsula
For Lower Italy was not only a confusion of races
internally, it was an arena in which clashed
against one another the three great powersthat
contested the Mediterranean. The Moslems, the
Byzantines, the German successors of Charle-
magne in the Holy Roman Empire met in conflict
on the battleground of Southern Italy.

To the princes and people of Italy it was not
apparent that the Moslem danger was almost past.
All North Africa was Moslem, and Sicily was a
stepping-stone to Calabria and Apulia. In the
ninth century the Aglabite rulers of Tunis and
Kairouan had wrenched Sardinia, Corsica, and
most of Sicily from the Greeks. About the year
846 their fleets had appeared at the Tiber mouth
and sent inland troops who plundered Rome;
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about the same time Bari, Taranto, Salerno, one
after another, were threatened or taken. South
Italy for atime was in considerable danger of be-
coming Semitic, and even if the danger seemed to
pass, |slam had auniquepower of revival. ~ To the
Aglabites succeeded the Fatimite caliphs of Egypt,
whose ships and armies in 965 drove the Greeks
out of Rametta, their last stronghold in Sicily.
Their lieutenant Abul-Kasem seemed at one time
likely to add Apulia and Calabria to his Sicilian
emirate; at Cotrone in Calabria he overwhelmed
the German Emperor, Otto I | ., with the whole of
his forces, but died in the fight with all his ambi-
tions (982). The next century saw the Moslems
without an inch of ground on the mainland, and
even in Sicily the strong hand was relaxed. The
emirs of the island, like the newly-sprung Zirid
dynasty of Tunis on the coast opposite, renounced
the overlordship of the Fatimites; the Moslems of
Sicily devoted themselves to a peaceful trade with
the Italian sea-towns on the one hand and Africa
and Egypt on the other; their island became a
paradise of wealth and culture, and its capital,
Palermo, a second Cordova.

The claim of the Western or Holy Roman
Empire to Lower Italy had a more legal aspect.
In the theory of the Imperium Italy was as ne-
cessary a part of the Emperor's dominion as
Germany. Yet even the dominion of Charles
the Great in Italy had actually only reached to
a line drawn eastward from Gaeta to the south-
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ern boundary of the lordship of Chieti. Hisin-
definite claim to the portion south of that
received from Arichis of Benevento only the
acknowledgment of a tribute which left the Duke
a sovereign prince. His successors both of the
Frankish and the Saxon House made severa
appearances in the south; practically however,
the imperial power below the Garigliano was
a mere supremacy only occasionally enforced.
Again their claims were contested by their own
protege, the Papacy. In 774, Charles the Great
conferred upon Pope Hadrian the Duchy of Rome.
This grant of the Patrimony of Peter was held on
the Papal side to have included Spoleto and
Benevento; the claim was never allowed, but an
impression was created that the Pope was the real
viceroy of Italy. Behind it all there was the all-
accredited Donation of Constantine to fall back
on; had not that left all Italy to the Pope? But
whatever Pope, Greek, or other opponent might
affirm, the imperial claim to Southern Italy was
never more than in abeyance, and till the Nor-
man kingdom itself passed away the transalpine
Emperors continued haughtily to denounce as
interlopers all who claimed any dominion in the
southern fringe of the Empire.

The Byzantines were no less tenacious in assert-
ing a legal sovereignty over the much-debated
land. If their realm was, as it claimed to be, the
real heir to the Empire of the Caesars if the Em-
peror of the West was in truth merely a "bar-
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barian King" of Franks or Saxons, there was no
doubt in law that the Basileus of Constantinople
was lord of Southern Italy. Fact and not the-
ory, however, was to decide the question, and the
actual authority of the Greeks in that country at
the end of the tenth century was both strong and
widely diffused.

The recovery of Italy to the Empire under
Justinian had been partially undone by the Lom-
bard incursion of 568. In the south, Greek
dominion was narrowed ,by various dukes of
Benevento to the mere peninsula of Otranto.
Later, Sicily had to be yielded to the Moslems
(827-878). Yet the reaction came. The com-
manders of Basil the Macedonian (867-886) and
Leo the Wise (886-912) recovered Apulia and
Calabria both from the Saracens and the Lombards
and laid down a frontier which only the Normans
were able to cross.  Greek authority in the south
was now represented by the Catapan or viceroy,
ruling over the Theme of Langobardia, a name
which in itself testifies to the wide diffusion of the
Lombards over Lower Italy. After the expulsion
of the Saracens, Basil I. had made Bari the capital
of his viceroy in the south, whom we hear of for
the first time in 975 as the Catapan, atitle prob-
ably implying "he who is above all others."!

i, xar’ éxdrw.  For adiscussion on the meaning of the word
e Gay, L'ltalie meridionale, p. 342. The Theme of Langobardia
was formed under Leo the Wise, the Empire itself having been

divided into the provinces called Themesin the reign of Constan-
tinelV ., 641-668.
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He was the supreme civil and military official,
head under the Basileus of all Byzantine adminis-
tration, and commanding the garrison troops, the
local militias, and such reinforcements as were
sent at need. Now that Sicily was lost, a con-
centration of the remaining dominions took place;
but the Catapan's command, covering provinces
so diverse, was perforce accommodated to the pre-
vailing differences. The boundaries of the Theme
to north and west were drawn from the flat coast-
land about the Fortore through the mountains.
The western half of the Theme, Calabria, was in
two portions: viz., theBasilicata, or Lucania, from
Monte Vulture and the neighbourhood of Troja,
Melfi, and Potenza to Policastro and the valley of
the Crati; and Calabria proper, south and west
of it. The "toe and instep of Italy' were Greek;
a "citadel of granite," Calabria was preserved by
its mountains from the rest of the Theme. The
other half of the Catapan's province, Apulia, offered
every contrast, even if only because of itswealth.

Initswidest application Apuliareached from the
Fortore in the north to the mouth of the Bradano
and the peninsula of Otranto in the south.
Practically it is seen to fall into three portions,
the peninsula of Otranto, flat, fertile, and chalky,
the Capitanata, as its name generaly reads, a
plain lying between Bari, the Murgia, and Monte
Gargano, and Apuliaitself, lying between the two
great roads of the south-east and fronting the
Adriatic.
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Byzantine administration in Lower Italy ac-
commodated itself to local circumstances. In the
purely Greek aress, such as Calabria and Otranto,
the officials who carried out the orders of the
Catapan were mainly Byzantine and non-native;
they were both nominated and controlled by the
imperial deputies. Butin Apuliaproper the Greek
authorities had a more difficult problem to face.
Here the subject population was of Italo-Lombard
stock, attached to an old Teutonic code, and re-
taining an administrative system similar to that
of the neighbouring duchies. It was also of vital
importance in the problem that Apulia was es
sentially a land of "communes." The peasants
were mainly to be found, as they are to-day, in
towns of greater or less extent, from which they
went out at sunrise to their fields, and to which
at sunset they returned. Town life, from the
smallest oppidum to the capital of Apulia itself,
was characteristic of the Adriatic coast and the
interior country. From Ban and Trani inland
to Melfi and Canosa, Apulia was studded with
considerable towns, and each showed the pre-
vailing impulse towards self-government. The
Byzantines, then, had as a political necessity to
recognise this development. The local officids,
the turmarchs® and the local judges, though
often nominated and aways ratified by the im-

! The Greek Theme was again subdivided into provinces gov-
erned by turmarchs who were both military commanders and
civil officials responsible to the Catapan.
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perial power, have to govern by means of and
with the consent of local notables who, under the
names of boni homines or xdiat &vBpdzer, act
as representative town-councils. These civic
notables themselves are found adorned with such
names as protospatharii or candidati, purely unoffi-
cial titles flowing from the fountain of honour
at Constantinople.

The secret of Greek rule in Apulia ssems to
have been the simple one of showering honoursand
petty offices on the civic notabilities and, leav-
ing them undisturbed in enjoyment of the same
so long as they carried on the local government
in the name of the Basileus and paid him his due
tributes. Nor was any systematic attempt made
to resist Lombard influences, which were naturally
strongest in the greater towns. Thus even in
Bari the magistrates are found at the end of the
tenth century to be Lombard, and so are the
petty local governments farther inland. In
the zone between the land of Otranto and the
free duchies Lombard gastalds and Greek officials
exist side by side’ Where the inhabitants are
Lombard and live by Lombard law they are able
to call in a gastald of their own race to settle a
dispute, even a gastald whose sovereign is the
Prince of Salerno or the Duke of Benevento. How
little oppressive the Greek rule was, and how
skilfully the Catapans yielded to the difficult

! The Lombard duchies were subdivided into areas governed
by officials called gastalds.
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conditions of their Apulian command, isstrikingly
illustrated by a document of the date 1043 re-
lating to Bari. The Catapan Eustathius wishing
to reward the fidelity of the Judex Bisantius of
that city to the Emperor during the rebellion of
Maniaces and afterwards against the "Franks"
(the Normans), concedes to him the administra-
tion of the village of Foliano (or Foliniano) and
its surrounding district; he is permitted to plant
strangers there as colonists, and may collect
tribute from them, himself and his heirs, without
any interference from the imperial authority.
Finally the Catapan concedes to him that his new
subjects should be governed by him according to
Lombard law, except, however, in cae of assss
sination of the Sacred Emperors or the Catapan
himself; such a case could only be judged by an
imperial official and by imperial law.!

This was certainly an unusual immunity, but
it remains true of Apuliaas a whole that in its
cities the Lombard subjects lived according to
their own laws without molestation; boni homines
representative of the community aided the tur-
marchs and other officials to administer justice,
to ratify sdes, grants, and all other acts, public
and private; the officias themselves were local
and but lightly controlled from outside or from
above; the Catapan as long as his master the
Emperor drew from Apulia the customs, rents,

! Cod. diplom. bar., vol. iv.; Pergamene di S. Nicola di Bari,
no. 32, p. 67.
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tributes, and other emoluments of his sovereignty
was content with a much lighter hold than the
centralising and highly-organised government of
Constantinople exercised elsewhere in Italy and
the Empire.

Many circumstances seemed to favour a long
continuance of Byzantine power in Lower Italy.
The commercial influences binding the province
to the Empire were all-compelling. The " Orien-
tation' ' of the southern peninsula was then and
for two centuries yet a decisive fact; the face of
the Apulian coast-land was turned eastward, and
the towns from Siponto round to Taranto had
more to do with the eastern Adriatic than with
the western parts of Italy from which the great
central mountains divided them. Bari was im-
portant as being the great depot for the silks,
precious stuffs, and other articles of luxury which
were to be got only from Greece; Brindisi again,
standing on the junction of the two Roman roads
the Via Trajana and ViaAppia, was in easy touch
with Durazzo. From Durazzo again the Via
Egnatia ran overland through Thessalonica to
Constantinople.

Severed by the great mountains from the towns
of Apulia, Naples, Amalfi, Salerno, and the western
towns yet had the sea open; they traded and
corresponded with the great capital of the Eastern
world, by the Straits of Messina and the Agean
Sea. The coinage of the Greeks itself testified
to the commercial primacy of Constantinople.
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The golden taris or tarenes of Amalfi and Naples
and the silver coins of the Lombards were of -less
credit than the Byzantine solidus of gold, the
besant which for centuries remained the one in-
ternational money of the Levant.

To this influence the Byzantines could add the
wide-spread Hellenisation of South Italy in race,
law, culture, and religion. At least half the Theme
of Italy was Greek in race; in Calabriaand Otranto
there was no need for Byzantine officials to use
aught but Greek in official documents and the
work of government. Indirectly the same lan-
guage and culture were of much importance in the
life of Naples and Amalfi. The Roman Church
kept but a loose hold on the sub-peninsula. In
the Lombard duchiesand in the west, L atin bishops
were maintained under the influence of the dukes
and of Rome, and in Apulia it seems that the
Greeks had to recognise the Latin hierarchy
appointed by the Roman pontiff. But overlying
these, and in the rest of the Theme undisturbed,
Greek bishops, priests, and monks in numbers
held the land to the allegiance of Constantinople.
From the end of the ninth century the Patriarchs
of the Eastern Church released from dependence
upon Romethechurchesof Sicily, Abruzzi, Apulia,
and Calabria. In 1025 the Archbishop of Bari
is a Greek of the name of Bisantius; in his time,
however, and by him the archiepiscopal see was
subjected to Rome and the Latin Church.?

'For these facts s Cod. diplom. bar., vol. i., p. xiii.
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The military power of the Eastern Empire was
behind the Hellenistic influences that operated in
Lower Italy. From 959 to 1025 the throne of the
Basileus was held by the vigorous race of the
Macedonians and several great Emperors re-
stored the frontiers of the Danube and Syria.
Nicephorus Phocas could take to the capture of
Crete in 960 a fleet of 3600 vessds and a landing
force of 50,000 men. The Byzantine army was
the one force in Europe that was thoroughly
equipped and scientifically trained; the one army
whose officers marched to war with text-books
on the military art in their wallets,* which on
the march was followed by a train of engineers
and an ambulance corps, which was drilled into an
elaborate and strikingly modern system of for-
mation and attack. In physique and animal
courage the Greeks were certainly inferior to the
barbarian Slavs, Russians, and Moslems whom
they had to face, but the confidence born of good
armour, careful drill, and scientific leadership,
and the possession in the Greek fire of something
corresponding to modern artillery, gave them a
pertinacity and morale which over and over again
was able to wear down mere brute valour. The
discipline and science of the Byzantine armies
compel not only respect but admiration; they had

! These manuals of warfare against Franks, Lombards, and
Arabs which officers were obliged to master were the Strategicon
of the Emperor Maurice (written circa 570-80), and the Tactica
of LeotheWise, 900A .D.
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recently (972) at Presthlava and Dorystolon won
the greatest battles of the age, saved the Empire,
and shown what disciplined courage could do
against 60,000 invading Russians, formidable and
natural fighters, whom they drove over the
Danube with two thirds of their number dead or
taken. Such an army as Zimisces had then led,
in whole or part, might at any moment be landed
on the Apulian shore.

Uncertain as the destiny of Lower Italy seemed
at the opening of the eleventh century, yet two
developments seemed to promise a greater sta-
bility and a greater freedom of external forces
than had so far been effected. These were a
continuous struggle among the Lombard states
which seemed likely to end in the supremacy of
one or the other, and the communa movement
aiming everywhere at full civic freedom.

The Lombard duchies seemed to be aiming at
unity and concentration again after two hundred
yearsof disintegration. If unityinLower Italy was
to come from the principalities of Benevento,
Capua, and Salerno, it would be possible only by in-
ternal concentration, by the dominance of one of
thethree, andfinally by theacquisition of military
resources such as the dukes had not yet found,
lacking as they were in marine power and in native
armies. After-history shows that in their own
race the warlike vigour had sunk very low and
that the mercenary bands such as the ambitious
princes sought in the inter-ducal struggle could
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only have been provided by such a race as the
Normans; their experience of the latter, when from
hired swordsmen they became their masters, was
nothing new in the story of nations.

The power of the Lombard princes seemed to
be on the increase now after two centuries of con-
fusion. It was much that hereditary succession
more or less complete was secured. It wasin their
favour that feudalism so far had not established
itself. The reins of central government showed
signs of being tightened; the gastalds who governed
definite districts called from their office, the scul-
dais again below them, come to be subordinated
from the ninth century to new officials, counts
(or comites), whose titles, though they sometimes
became hereditary, were always a gift from the
prince. Large revenues were derived from the
ducal domains, from the regalia, and from other
sources, such as tributes from the subjects, called
angaria. Compulsory military service provided
the prince with a militia of townsmen. Every
token of sovereignty surrounded the ruler of
Benevento, Capua, or Salerno: the coinage that
bore his effigy; the assumption of sceptre and
crown; the issue of sovereign acts in his name.
The centralised administration of the Basileus,
the pomp and ceremony of his court, were the
models for these small Lombard potentates, whose
taris, rude imitations of the imperial besants,
show the Duke of Benevento or Salerno clad in
alb and dalmatic, carrying the globe and cross,
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and on his head the narthex, with its hanging
chains.!

It was from the Lombard princes that the unity
of Southern Italy from within seemed once or
twice likely to be achieved. The contest of the
two Empires for the debatable land gave the more
skilful among them a chance to realise that possi-
bility, and unity and independence might be
snatched out of the struggle, by the aid of one
or the other. Generally speaking the Lombard
princes were pro-Byzantine, but an aliance with
the Western Empire seemed to the greatest man
among them in the tenth century more promising.
It was Pandulf Iron-Head of Capua who came
nearest founding a hegemony over the Lombard
and city-states of Lower Italy, before the coming
of the Normans.

The short but brilliant career of this man lasted
from 966 to 981. From 966 to 969 the great
Emperor Otto |. was in Italy bent on expelling
the Greeks from the south; he fixed upon Pandulf,
the first of his name in Capua, as the one strong
man capable of holding the country as a fief of
theHoly Roman Empire, andinvested him (Christ-
mas, 966) not only in Capua, but in Spoleto and
the March of Camerino. The Empires made
peace in 969, but this was only the beginning of
Iron-Head's career. Landulf of Benevento dying,
he forced his own son into the duchy, he became

YEngd e Serrure Traite de numismatique du moyen age,
voal. ii., p. 292.
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lord of Gagta, he brought Gisulf I. of Salerno
into a humilating vassalage, and from his death
in 977 governed the principality in his stead.
Thus he died master of the four Lombard duchies
and after achieving a hegemony over South Italy
which later Pandulf s and Gaimars strove less suc-
cessfully to gain.  But everything went with him,
and Gaeta, Salerno, and Benevento regained their
former independence.

Accompanying the tendencies of ducal sover-
eignty in South Italy was the communal impulse.
Thewhole land of Italy before another century was
finished was trembling with the universal instinct
of civic liberty. The south was awake earlier
than the north. By the beginning of the eleventh
century Gaeta, Naples, Salerno, Amalfi had all
their "customs" and embryo municipal govern-
ments of electi and jurati chosen from among
the civic notables. In the Apulian towns the
protospatharii grant land, etc., for the communitas,
which divides itself commonly into three dasses’
The ducal territories were no less stirred with the
democratic ideal; in 1015 Benevento itself became
the seat of a commune.

What if the two forces of Lombard sovereignty
and civic freedom should unite and at once reject
theimperial claims of Constantinople and Aachen?

LIn 992 Conversano, for instance, is divided into majores
mediani et cunctus populus. Thirty-nine individuals who include
a turmarch and protospatharius among them act for the whole

community. Chartularium Caputsanense, ed. Morea, vol. i .,
p. 60.
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Such a union might effect that national indepen-
dence which Lower Italy was groping towards.
At least the subject towns of Apulia looked to an
aliance with the Lombard dukes for the ousting
of the Byzantines. Already in 929 there had been
an Apulian revolt which was not suppressed for
five years; Capua and Salerno had joined in against
the Greeks, and for a while brought Lucania and
the upper portions of Apulia and Calabria under
Lombard sovereignty. .

Once again such a combination, but of a lasting
effect, took shape. In 1009 Bari revolted against
the Greeks, Melus, a member of the civic aris-
tocracy, appeared as the leader of the rising. All
Apulia followed; a successon of bad harvests,
of Moslem pirate-raids on the coast, had exas
perated beyond endurance a people already mur-
muring under the tributes, the customs dues, the
rents, the burdens of military and naval service
which Greek rule imposed upon the towns. It
was a revolt led by the petty noblesse and official
cases of the Apulian towns, who aimed at the
complete overthrow of the Greek authority whose
demands, in themselves not excessive, were hateful
as being imposed by a foreign power. That they
were conscious of its being a war of Lombard
against Greek it would be going far to affirm, but
the junction of the rebels with the Lombard
dynasts soon gave it aracial complexion, and both
felt for the Greeks some of that contempt which
every healthy Westerner very unjustly entertained.
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Again, the communal spirit by its very nature
aimed at nothing less than the goa of complete
self-dependence; Bari aspired to the full liberties
of Amalfi. Such a jealous temper did not need
severe or long-continued Greek oppression to
arouse it; any little friction would set it ablaze
and Bari would be joined by all the resentful
patriots of Apulia. Therevolt oncein full swing,
it was joined by Lombard dukes for their own
advantage and kept alive by Norman swordsmen
to whom peace meant all their occupation gone.
Too late then the Apulian towns realised how
reasonable Greek rule had been; they remained till
Roger Il.'s triumph oscillating between that
Byzantine overlordship which they nominally
admitted when it was possible, and absolute
self-government, but they remained firm in their
objection to Norman domination.

SEALS OF BISANTIUS, ARCHBISHOP
OF BARI 1025 A.D.



CHAPTERI
THE NORMAN CONQUEST

HEN Melus lit the fire of revolt in Bari, he
could count upon the Lombard dynasts
to back up his cause. Gaimar IV. of Salerno and
the Pandulfs of Benevento and Capua believed
that the hour was come for the expulsion of the
Greeks; they entered into terms with the armed
levies of the Apulian towns, and communicated
with the rebels by the defiles between Benevento
and Ascoli. The revolt, however, had at first
little to show; the Catapan Basil recovered Bari
in 1010, and Melus was driven into exile, first to
the Lombard princes, then to the court of Henry
I I . whom he begged to intervene. Again returning
in 1015 to his native country, he made the pil-
grimage to Monte Gargano, and there at the end
of the year he had that interview with a band of
Norman pilgrims which was to bear such aston-

ishing fruit.
One of the most eventful meetingsin history had

32
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abefitting background. Theshrineof St. Michael
on the great mountain promontory of Monte Gar-
garib, "the spur of Italy," was one of the most
famous objects of pilgrimage in the West. A
bishop to whom the Archangel had appeared in
visions founded there in 493 a church from which
the cult of St. Michael spread over Western
Europe. Of its daughters the most famous was
the chapel on Mont St. Michel on the Norman
coast, raised by Bishop Aubert of Avranches
in 710 A.D. When the Normans became masters
of the northern province of France and ceased to
be pagans, the cult of St. Michael whose shrine on
the island citadel was in their hands came to have
the deepest appeal for them; restless fighters as
they wereand the most militant of Christians, they
showed an especia affection for him who had led
the legions of God in battle against the powers of
Darkness.

Among the numerous pilgrims who trod the
way to the little town of San Angelo on Monte
Gargano, often on their way to, or on their return
from, the holier places of Palestine, came many
Normansto climb the steep way over the mountain,
to descend into the dark grotto behind the church,
and to view with anaive piety the altar and statue
of the Archangel and the rusty spur which had
fallen from him when he appeared in majesty
to the bishop of five centuries ago. *

! For a description of Monte Gargano s Gregorovius,
Wanderjahrein Italien, vol. v., p. 95 seq.
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Some such Normans, forty in number, probably
adventurers of knightly blood seeking their for-
tune in troubled fields, were returning from wor-
shipping at the altar of the Archangel towards the
end of the year 1015 when there entered into talk
with them the fugitive Melus, dressed in flowing
robes and with some sort of Greek turban upon his
head, a costume which seemed to them foreign
and unmanly.® The Lombard soon revealed his
true character and his object, and besought their
help in his cause, begging them to beat up recruits
in their own country for the service of the Apulian
insurgents. They carried the message to Nor-
mandy and in a few months the first bands of
Norman adventurers began to cross the Alps, and
come down by Rome to Capua and Benevento.
Their leaders, who had perhaps met Melus at
Monte Gargano, were Gilbert Buatere, Rainulf,
Asclettin, and Ralph of Toeni, petty knights of
the duchy, among whom Gilbert had incurred the
duke'swrath for an act of homicide, and was glad
to sk aland where the strong hand of power was
little to be feared.

The newcomers, whose advent was followed for
fifty years by fresh swarms from the inexhaustible
race, brought with them nothing beside the horses
which they bestrode like born riders, the lance and

'Guill. Ap., op, cit., bk. i., line 27:
"More virum graeco vestitum nomine Melum
Exulis ignotam vestem capitique ligato
Insolitos mythrae mirantur adesse rotatus."
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sword which they handled so skilfully, the kite-
shaped shield, the conical helmet, the mail-shirt
of woven rings or threaded plates reaching from
the ears to the knee, which protected them in the
shock of battle. Over and above that, they had
the vigour of arace which wasyoung and unspoiled,;
they combined the hardiness of their near Danish
forebears with the suppleness and address of the
Romance blood that was aso in them; they were
tireless in seeking adventure; the most invincible
and audacious of fighters; possessed of the great-
est craft in diplomacy; and both in affairs and
in war showing the greatest coolness, skill, and
tenacity in attaining their ends. The historian
Malaterra in drawing a picture of the Hautevilles
who arrived later hits off the whole Norman race
in words often quoted: a most astute race, venge-
ful of injuries, ready to forsake their own country
for the sake of profit in other fields, greedy of
dominion; with a genius for imitation; keeping a
‘mean between generosity and miserliness; knowing
how to flatter, exceedingly eloguent; a race which
unless it is put under the yoke of law is most
ungovernable; when glory and gain call them,
most patient of toil, cold, and want." Such was
the race which in two generations had eaten up
both the Lombard dukes and the Lombard rebels
to whom they now came as penniless swordsmen.

They were greeted with delight by both: the
Lombard rebels, holding together in little armies

'Bk.i.,chap,iii.; Muratori, R J.55., vol.v., p. 550.
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recruited from the foot-levies of the towns, saw
in them an accession of formidable cavalry which
would stiffen the insurgent ranks; the Lombard
princes found at last in them the gallant mercen-
aries without whose aid their efforts and their
gold were powerless against the Greeks, or in the
struggle to weld South Italy into one. The re-
presentatives of the princely races, in their person
or near posterity doomed to overthrow and dis-
possession, were now Pandulf '] . in Benevento,
Sergius|V.in Naples, Gaimar 1V . in Salerno, and
in Capua the young Pandulf, thethird of his name
there. The latter is the most remarkable of the
four; acollateral of therace of Pandulf Iron-Head,
he resembles the latter in his unscrupulous vigour;
violent and brutal beyond all the dynasts of his
time, he earns from the chronicler of Monte
Cassino the vigorous epithet, "the Wolf of the
Abruzzi."

Reinforced by Norman valour, Melus was able
in 1017 to take thefield, and before the year was
over to secureall Apuliafromthe Fortoreto Trani.
But in October, 1018, the Catapan Bojoannes
brought an army against the Lombard-Norman
forces at Cannee as they camped on the right
bank of the Ofanto; the Normans had in three
battles seen the backs of the Greeks, but now
Byzantine science and the seadiness of the
Russian vikings of the Varanger troops were too
much for them; theinsurgent army was wiped out,
and of 250 Normans only ten escaped.
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The revolt for the time was over. Melus fled
to .die in Germany in 1020. The Normans of
Apulia changed masters, and were set by the Cata-
pan to garrison Troia and other fortresses which
he founded at that time to protect the frontier
towards Benevento. The princes of Capua,
Salerno, and Benevento were forced to acknow-
ledge the suzerainty of the Basileus.

In the next twelve years Pandulf of Capua came
near uniting South Italy under the overlordship of
Constantinople. In 1022 Henry | | . descendedinto
the south, and exacted the submission of Naples,
Sadlerno, and Capua, investing with the latter
a certain Pandulf of Teano. But the "Wolf of
the Abruzzi," backed by Gaimar IV. and the
Normans, promptly expelled his rival. In 1027
he drove out Sergius of Naples and occupied his
city, while Salerno, under the infant Gaimar V .,
who had now succeeded his father, was practically
in vassalage to him. In 1029, however, Sergius IV .
was able to re-enter Naples.

His restoration was largely due to Rainulf,
whose services he had bought with money, and the
Norman was now bound still further to him by the
gift in marriage of the Duke's own sister, a widow
of a Duke of Gaeta, and a grant of land in the
Terra di Lavoro. There in 1030 Sergius built
for his condottiere the fortress of Aversa, which,
richly dowered with land, he was to hold as a
bulwark for Naples against attacks from
Capua.
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The founding of Aversa was an event of de-
cisive importance. It marks the stage when the
Normans cease to be mere hired swordsmen,
serving this or that side without principle or
ambition. At least one of their commanders had
become a feudal lord holding arich fief. Hence-
forth a dozen others follow his example; the new
race takes a hold on Lower Italy which is never
seriously shaken; from hired fighters they become
“free companies" little distinguishable from
banditti, their aim the deliberate and complete
conquest of the land, not for Byzantine, German,
or Lombard, but for themselves. The circum-
stances of Southern Italy were such as to give joy
to every adventurous heart; the struggle inter se
of the Lombard and city-states, the clash of the
two Empires, the intermittent revolts of Apulia
against the Greeks all made it certain that they
would reap the profit, who combined valour with
such craft and prudence. One of their most
readable chroniclers sums up both their own de-
termination that war should only cease when it
suited them and the circumstances which favoured
their amazing triumphs:

They preferred war to treaties of peace. All these
princes have a great desire to dominate the rest, hence
rise continual wars. The Normans understood that
for their owninterest they should not give one of these
Lombard princes too decisive a victory, hence they
fomented discord. Thanks to the discords of Italy
the Gauls who for a moment had lost all hope began
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agaln to recover courage, and reeﬂabhsh again little
by little their forces and their fortunes.

From Aversa Rainulf sent out letters into Nor-
mandy summoning the adventurous to come and
share the fortunes of their compatriots in the great
arena of Italy. The news came to a household of
upper Normandy where lived under one roof a
family of sons who were to outdistance all those
who preceded them to Italy in fame and fortune
and to reap most of the profits of conquest.

At Hauteville-la-Guichard, eight miles or so
north-east of Coutances, the ruins of an ancient
castle marked until recently what was once the
home of Tancred, the father of the conquerors of
Apulia, and the grandfather of Roger | | . of Naples
and Sicily. Tancred was a knight of small patri-
mony, possessing apparently a single manor. He
was born in the latter half of the tenth century at
a time when only two generations separated the
Normans, now becoming Gallicised in blood,
physique, and culture, from their Norse ancestors
who, heathens and barbarians, had sailed with
Rollo up the Seine and shared the duchy of Nor-
mandy with him. Many legends testify to the
tremendous physical strength and personal address
of the old Tancred, the worthy founder of a great
race. Poor as he was in possessons, he imparted
courage, strength, and high gifts to twelve sons
who grew up round him and found the patrimony

! Guill. Ap., op. cit,, bk.i., 1. 145,
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too narrow for them.  They were the product
of two marriages: Muriella was the mother, of
William, Drogo, Humfrey, Geoffrey, and Serlo; a
second wife, Fredesinda or Fressenda, bore him
Robert afterwards called Guiscard, Mauger, an-
other William, Alveredus or Auvray, Tancred,
Humbert, and Roger.® Of the twelve, eight
sought their fortunes in Italy. Five proved to
be conquerors of the first rank.

The tidings from Aversa, of fame and fortune
awaiting the brave, so tempting to young men of
high spirit and of the poorest prospects, led the
sons of Tancred to join in the great Norman
enterprise.  William and Drogo first found their
way to the south and sold their swords to Pandulf
of Capua

The latter was still all-powerful in Lower Italy.
He induced Rainulf to transfer his alegiance to
him and place his fighting bands at his service.
With these he took Gaeta (1032), expelling the
ducal family; he got possesson of Amalfi; and
Sorrento, breaking away from Naples, attached
itself to him. But Gaimar V., now come of age,
showed himself an uncompromising foe of his
uncle; he rose to the lead of a pro-German league
as Pandulf led aByzantine party. Therefollowed
awar in which the states of Southern Italy ranged
themselves under either Capua or Salerno, the
fighting line on each side being formed of Normans,

Again a Western Emperor descended into the

! Malaterra, op. cit., chap. i.
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turmoil. Conrad | | ., marching southward, seized
Capua in May, 1038, and Pandulf sought an asy-
lum in Constantinople. In his stead Conrad
invested Gaimar with Salerno, Capua, and Gaeta.
The Emperor then invested Rainulf with A versa,
but probably as a vassal of Salerno and not di-
rectly, of the Empire.* When Conrad retired north
he left Gaimar the first man in South Italian
politics; in 1040 he was lord of Capua, Geeta,
Amalfi, Aquino, and Trajetto, as well as Salerno,
while he invested his brother Guy as Count of
Sorrento.

Meanwhile, the Greeks were not idle. The
court of Constantinople, where Zoe was the real
power, and her husband Michael 1V. nominal
Emperor, had in George Maniaces a distinguished
commander, and one famous for his skill and
valour at the dege of Edessa. He was com-
missioned to restore Byzantine authority in Sicily,
where a favourable opening for intervention pre-
sented itself. There was a standing quarrel
- between the Moslems long established in Sicily,
and the newer arrivals from Africa, and the gov-
ernment itself was divided on the question. In
1035, Ahmed Al-Akhal, Emir of Sicily, leader of
the "African" or "Berber" party, failing to sup-
press a revolution of the "Sicilians' under his
brother Abu-Hafs, turned to Constantinople and

Schipa, 17 principato di Salerno, op. cit, p. 517. Delarc,
Les Normands en Italie, p. 86, however, says that Conrad thus
placed Rainulf among the feudatories of the Empire.
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recognised the old supremacy of the Greeks, while
his brother brought in an army of 6000 men ui\der
Abdallah, son of the Zirid Sultan of Tunis. The final
result was that Abdallah dispossessed both Ahmed
and Abu-Hafs and reigned in person in Palermo.

Maniaces, charged to reinstate the ally of
Byzantium, mustered hisforcesin Apulia (1038);
among the chosen troops were the Grand Drou-
jina or Guard of Russo-Scandinavian Varangers.
The latter were commanded by the famous
viking Harold Hardrada, now a man of twenty-
three, a wanderer since his brother King Olaf fell
by his side at Stiklestad, and at present after
many adventures earning the gold of the Greeks.
Maniaces had aso hired three hundred Normans
from the Prince of Salerno; they were commanded
by one Arduin; William and Drogo of Hauteville
were prominent among his followers. The Norse-
men and Russian vikings of the Varanger guard
and the Normans of France thus met in a strange
companionship; drawn from one common stock,
a single century had parted them far from one
another; in their methods of war, in their stature,
speech, and temperament, the Norman horsemen
showed little signs of kinship with the tall, fair,
axe-wielding Varangers.

Two great battles marked Maniaces' campaign.
Abdallah was twice overthrown, once at Rametta,
once at Troina, his great hosts scattered by charges
of the Greek troops in which William Tancredson
gained his name of "Iron Arm" for his courage
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and strength. But quarrels broke out between
the.commander and his troops; the Normans and
Norsemen, dissatisfied over the question of pay
and plunder, went back to Apulia, and Maniaces
recall left Sicily to the Moslemsagain.

Their acquaintance with the Greeks gave the
Norriianslittle respect for their soldierly qualities.
William of Apuliadescribes Arduin aselaborating
to the Normans at Aversa the story of his own
wrongs and the effeminacy of the contemptible
Byzantines. Why should so desirable land as
Apulia be left to a race so feeble?>—such was his
argument, appealing at once to the Norman sdlf-
conceit and the Norman cupidity.*

The flames of revolt were not yet quenched in
the Greek province. Arduin and Rainulf put
themselves into touch with the Lombard rebels,
and undertook the expulsion of the Byzantines
from Apulia, with an object which they did not re-
veal to the insurgents. In 1040 they seized Venosa
and Melfi, building astrong fortress at the latter,
and mustering there five hundred knightsin all.
The joint army of Lombards and Normans took
the field in the spring of 1041; near where the
stream of the OHvento joins the Ofanto they faced
the army of the Catapan Doceanus and though he

L Guill. Ap., bk. i., p. 255.
"Appuke multimodae cum terra sit utilitatis
Foemeneis graedis cur permittatur haberi?"
Arduin, who was a Lombard by nation, had apparently been
whipped.
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had the Varanger Guard with him he was over-
thrown. Again on May 4th, the armies met at
Monte Maggiore on the Ofanto, and the Norman
horse, swollen now to two thousand, rode down
and broke the redoubtable Varangers. Maniaces
was the only man who might have saved the
Empire at home and abroad; he was sent (April,
1042) to check the Normans, but intolerable treat-
ment from the court forced him into revolt;
returning to the mainland, 'he commenced to
march upon the capital but was murdered before
an ambition which was not ignoble could rise to
the imperial throne itself. With him died a
great commander of the type of Zimisces and
Phocas.

The hero days of the Basilian dynasty were over;
from 1028 to 1057 favourites and puppets mis-
managed the Empire; Zoe and Theodora, the last
of the dynasty, were responsible for a succession
of incompetent or powerless Emperors, their
husbands; after them twenty-four years of the
making and unmaking of Basileiswith littleclaim
or character ended at last in the accession of the
Comneni in 1081. By that timeinternal ruin was
far advanced; Italy and Asia Minor were lost to
Norman and Turk, and none feared either the
fleets or the armies of Byzantium. The triumph
of the Normansin Apuliaand Calabriawas indeed
due largely to their own skill and courage, but it
was aided by the sudden and extraordinary decline
of the Eastern Empire; a Zimisces or a Basil
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Bulgaroctonus would scarcely have yielded the
field so easily to a handful of adventurers.

Fresh from their triumphs the Norman conquer-
ors met on the hill of Melfi (1042) to discuss with
envoys of their paymaster Gaimar the division
of the land which, from Monte Gargano to Mono-
poly they claimed as theirs by the right of the
sword. Twelve counts were chosen to govern
them; the country was divided among the twelve:
thus Rainulf received Monte Gargano; Drogo,
Venosa; William, Ascoli; while the fortified hill
of Melfi was chosen as the common capital of the
Apulian Normans. The eldest son of Tancred was
later (February, 1043) elected Count of Apulia,
with power to make or propose new baronies as
the land was further conquered. Upon Gaimar
the Normans conferred the empty title of Duke of
Apulia and Calabria; he was to give his name to
the land grants of the new Count, and might exact
military service; on his part he gave William his
niece, daughter of the Count of Sorrento, in
marriage, and the son of Tancred, like Rainulf,
thus entered into a blood-bond with the ancient
Lombard dynasts. At the end of 1045 William
died. Hisbrother Drogo claimed his place; Gaimar
recognised him -as Count and gave him aso a
daughter to wife.

The apparent power of Gaimar was now very
great; from Gageta to Taranto only Benevento and
Naples owed no alegiance to him; he was suzerain
of the two Norman chiefs of Aversa and Melfi,
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But it was Norman swords and shields on which
his power depended; the newcomers could over-
throw him when they might think the time was
come. Andnow hisoldrival Pandulf I I | . returned
from Constantinople. The aged Capuan failed
to recover his native dominion but was able to add
to the general misery and confusion of the region
of Capuaand M onte Cassino.

In January, 1045, Rainulf of Aversa died. He
was succeeded by his nephew Rainulf Trincanocte,
who, after a temporary alliance with Capua,
accepted investiture from the Prince of Salerno
early in 1046. Gaimar's power had now reached
Its highest point.

There now arrived in Lower Italy (at the end
of 1045 or early in 1046) the greatest of the sons of
Tancred, Robert, whose character soon gained him
the name Guiscard, "cunning" or "resourceful/
Like his elder brothers he came unattended and
with little but his horse and arms. But the
character of the young adventurer promised him a
great destiny; he possessed to the highest degree
that valour tempered with prudence, that greed
and ambition controlled by invincible patience
and endurance, which were the true gifts of the
Norman race. His physical strength and beauty
were not inferior to hismental gifts; heis described
by the Byzantine historian Anna Comnena as
being tall and powerfully built, standing head and
shoulders over his tallest comrades, his head
covered with fair curls, his voice of such Homeric
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strength that a whole army could hear it.! He
was the Joseph of the sons of Tancred, destined
to supplant his brothers and their progeny.
Drogo received his brother well and quartered
him in a castle at San Marco in the valley of
Crati, on a spur of the Calabrian Apennines,
where'he commanded a band of desperadoes and
lived the "life of a horse-thief."*> But he soon
quitted the spot, and returned to join in the con-
quest of Apulia, in company with Girard, a Nor-
man whose sister Alberada he had married. The
conquest of that province was proceeding piece-
meal; in May, 1046, Drogo overthrew the Catapan
near Taranto; almost all from Monte Gargano to
Brindisi was his. A third brother, Humfrey, was
with him; the young Guiscard soon joined them.
Almost contemporary with Robert there began
his career another of the Norman stock, who was
destined to achieve a fame and dominion great if
much inferior to Guiscard's; this was Richard, a
son of Asclettin and nephew of Rainulf first Count
of Aversa. The two were more often‘rivals than
friends; the Hauteville dynasty which Robert
founded, the ducal house of Capuawhich Richard
established in a Norman line, were pitted against
one another for close on a hundred years, till the
nephew of Guiscard secured the mastery over
Norman Italy for the house of Hauteville.

! Anna Comnena, vol. i., p. 49. Corpus script hist. Byz.
2 Malaterra, i., xvi.; Amatus, Ystoirede li Normant, iii., 7, ed.
Delarc.
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Richard's great moment camein 1050. In that
year Rainulf died; Richard succeeded him as
Count of Aversa unter Gaimar's suzerainty, and
fixed his ambition on becoming lord of Capua, as
Robert fixed his on Apulia.

Meanwhile a third Emperor of the West had
intervened. In February, 1047, Henry I11. en-
tered Capua; there he restored Pandulf to Capua
and recognised Rainulf of Aversa and Drogo of
Apulia as imperial vassas. ,The final source of
authority in Western Europe thus legalised the
hold of the adventurers on Southern Italy. Gai-
mar renounced his title of Duke of Apulia and
Calabria; and Drogo, as if to show that now his
title was thrice-valid, proclaimed himself " dux
et magister Italia comesgue Normannorum totius
Apulia et Calabria Before this his brothers
and he were mere elected commanders of the
Norman war-bands—primi inter pares—but now
by the imperial investiture the Count of Apulia
acquired an actual sovereignty. Henry's action
was disastrous to Southern Italy and to all im-
perial interests. By it he broke the last Lombard
power which was capable of checking the Normans,
and in legalising their position, he practically
surrendered the south to them. But the policy
of the Western Emperors in Lower Italy was not
wont to be far-sighted or consistent; the immedi-
ate advantage, that the Greeks should be driven
from Apulia, seemed sufficient.

In February, 1049, Pandulf of Capua died; the
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"Wolf of the Abruzzi" was sixty-four years old;
he was succeeded, after the short reign of his son,
by Pandulf V.

All these years the Greek dominion in Apulia-
Calabria, and the Lombard sovereignty in Capua,

. Benevento, and Salerno were being steadily sapped
away. The Lombard dynasts, the native insur-
gents of Apulia, at length realised what their
bringingin of the Normanswaslikely to cost them.
Once again in history the deliverers proved more
intolerable than the old masters. Town after
town from the Crati to Monte Gargano was fall-
ing before the siege-craft of the Normans, which
consisted in the simple and effective method of
blockading the environs, and starving the people
into submission. Thereupon, the place was
secured by rampart and trench; a valley once
occupied, a Norman castle rose on some impreg-
nable spur of the Apennines; the countless moun-
tain-glens of Lower Italy were being steadily
occupied by Norman lords and their fighting
bands.

The newcomers showed little mercy or respect
for either churches or towns, clericsor laymen. In
time then a universal hatred of the Normans,
mixed with fear and dismay, possessed the whole
of Southern Italy. One contemporary remarks
that the liberators had become oppressors; they
were hated as much as the Moslems; they spoiled
God's Church, they put Christians to cruel deaths
and spared neither women, nor the old, nor

4
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infants. An abbot who wrote to the Pope com-
plaining of being attacked by them on returning
from a pilgrimage to Rome declared that the
hatred of the Italians for the Normans had become
So great that it was impossible for a Norman even
iIf he were a pilgrim to travel through the towns
of Italy without being attacked, cast into irons,
or even done to death in prison. The genera
detestation of the Norman plunderers is expressed
by high and low; a priest of'Naples making a
contract with the monks of San Sebastian in the
year 1043 finds space to hurl his curse upon the
Normans the usurpers of his glebe! Equally
with their misdeeds their military skill was known
and dreaded: "courageous in war if tyrants
without pity," "invincible by land and sea"
such was their reputation.

The champion of the injured princes and people
of the south was found in the Roman pontiff.
The principles of Cluny had ascended the Papal
throne with the great Bishop of Toul, Leo | X.
his archdeacon, Hildebrand, was securing a re-
venue for St. Peter; at the Roman Curia great
ideas were in all minds, of winning "unity and
purity" for the Church, of making the Papal
throne the great Court of Appeal for all wrongs, of
pushing Papal supremacy and Roman observances

IFor these instances ssr the monk Wibert, Vita Leonis IX.,
p. 158, vol. i., Watterich, Pont. Rom. Vita; John, Abbot of
Fecamp, vol. 143, Patrologia Latina (Migne), p. 798; Capaso,
Monumenta, ii., p. 292.
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over lands lately occupied by the Greeks, the
Moslems, and the heathen races.

The resurgent Papacy soon came into conflict
with that new factor in South Italian politics, the
Norman conquerors. The clash came over a
point of temporal supremacy. Leo in surrender-
ing Papal rights over the bishopric of Bamberg
had been granted by Henry 111. in return the
lordship of Benevento. The citizens of the latter
were more attached to their recent Commune
than to their ancient lords, who, in the persons of
Pandulf I 11. (1011-1059) and his son Landulf VI,
had played a most lethargic part in the conflicts
of the time. Late in 1050, they expelled the two
princes, perhaps aided by Richard of Aversa; the
Norman probably hoped to secure the city for
himself, but the citizens offered the lordship to the
Pope. On the 5th July, 1051, Leo entered under
escort of Drogo and Gaimar; he took posses
sion of the ancient city, recognising the commune
and installing a Rector to govern in his name.
Henceforth he appears as champion of the Lom-
bard dynasts and city-republics of the south,
a part that the Emperor should have played,
and which his successors were long reluctant to
abandon.

The extent of the danger with which the
Normans were threatened was shown when in
August, 1051, Drogo was murdered as he went to
church at Bovino. "The ever-perfidious Lom-
bardsof Apulia,” saysMalaterra, "had resolved to
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destroy the Normans all in one day"; their dag-
gers accounted for many, but Humfrey rallied his
people, took Drogo's place and title, and exacted
a savage revenge for the outbreak. Meanwhile
a Greek Catapan, Argyrus, son of the old rebel
Melus, recovered Bari; the Papacy, the Lombards
of the old duchies and of Apulia, the Byzantines,
entered into concert against the Normans.

Before the great attack came the last power-
ful Lombard dynast disappeared. Gaimar of
Salerno was assassinated on June 3, 1052, as the
result of a conspiracy of his own kinsmen with
Amalfi; he died lamenting that with him passed
like smoke and shadow the glory of his city.!
His sons, among whom was his eldest Gisulf, fell
into the hands of their kinsman Pandulf who
proclaimed himself prince. But Guy of Sorrento
rode away to Humfrey, and meeting him on the
borders of Benevento reminded him that he was
the treasure which the dead Gaimar had amassed ;
let him show to the world what the treasure was
worth.? He returned escorted by both Humfrey
and Richard, the gates of Salerno were opened to
them by partisans, Pandulf was slain, and Gisulf
set up, receiving the homage of the Normans.
Amalfi, however, and Sorrento were recognised
as independent of the principality.

In the spring of 1053, Leo | X . gathered together
the army by which the Normans were to be ex-

! Amatus, iii. chaps. XXv,xxvi.
2|bid., chaps, xxvii, xxviii.
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pelled from the south. The state of the Church
in Lower Italy troubled the Pope no less than the
political question; at a time when the Reforming
principles were winning their way in France,
Burgundy, and even Germany, simony, the sae
of Church dignities, clerical marriage were abuses
all-prevalent in Southern Italy, and in Apulia so
near to the Holy See itself tithes were not paid
to the churches. The Normans seemed the one
obstacle to Church reform in the lower peninsula.

But to expel the Normans was obviously no
light task. Leo naturally turned to the Emperor,
to whose interest it was to prevent their becoming
masters of Southern Italy. In the autumn and
winter of 1052, the Pope was with Henry I'11. in
Germany; he succeeded in his efforts so far that the
Emperor undertook to send part of his army into
Italy; more he could not do, for he was at war
with the Hungarians and was hampered by other
troubles in Germany. But the imperialist bish-
ops, notably Gebhard of Eichstadt, resentful of
Leo's interference in Germany and in the Hun-
garian dispute, were powerful enough to induce
Henry to withdraw even this aid, which in itself
might have altered the whole course of events.

Even in Italy the Pope could hope for no great
success. Boniface, the great Marquis of Tuscany,
was just dead (May, 1052); in the south, where
Pandulf of Capua wasdead, and Gisulf of Salerno
scarcely yet assured of his dominion, no strong
Lombard prince was to be found.
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The forces which Leo was able to gather were
composed of many elements, "all combined to
efface even the name of the Franks." There was
a force of Lombards drawn from Fermo, Spoleto,
Teano, Aquino, and Benevento, and Leo was
supported by some of the smaller dynasts, such
as the Duke of Gaéta. A small body of Swabian
infantry had been enlisted by the influence of
Cardinal Frederick, brother of Duke Godfrey of
Lorraine; it was commanded by Counts Werner
and Adalbert and Leo's hopes not unreasonably
rested upon these sturdy infantry. The Papal
army marched out in May, 1053, from Monte
Cassino and instead of plunging directly into
Norman Apuliatook its course by Benevento and
the valley of the Biferno, in order to join the
Catapan Argyrus at Siponto. The Normans
threw themselves in the way of this possible
junction. Independent companies as they were,
they could yet act with cohesion in the face of
a common danger; the Normans of Aversa and
Apulia were united, their three thousand horse
were led by the three great chiefs, Humfrey,
Guiscard, and Richard. They met the Papal
army near Civitate, on a plain washed by the
Fortore. The utmost danger threatened them:;
they were between the Catapan and the Pope;
Apuliawasin revolt; they themselves were in such
distress that they had to appease their hunger
with the ripening corn. Now, indeed, the whole
future of the Normans in Southern Italy seemed
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to hang in the balance.  They sent envoys through
whom they offered to hold Apulia by yearly
tribute from the Pope; Frederick of Lorraine gave
them a contemptuous choice between death or
flight. The Papalists, superior in numbers, were
assured of victory; the Germans in particular,
proud of their own tall stature and long locks,
derided the Normans, who were smaller than their
enemies.” Left with only one resource, the Nor-
man chiefs decided on battle (17th June, 1053).
Guiscard commanded the third or reserve battal-
ion; the other two squadrons under Humfrey and
Richard opened the battle by charging the Papal-
ists, who had been drawn up in two divisions—the
Italian-Lombards on the left, the Swabians on
the right. Richard easily broke and routed far the
[talian levies, but Humfrey, reinforced by Guis-
card, encountered a desperate resistance from the
German foot. The latter, only seven hundred in
number, proved themselves equal to their reputa-
tion; forming an unbreakable front, and wield-
ing their long striking swords, they struck down
horses and men with single blows. It was only
when Richard of Aversa returned and plunged in
to Humfrey's help that the day was decided;
the Germans, who preferred to die rather

YTeutonici quia cassaries et forma decoros
oceri corporis illos
Mormannica quee breviora
ec eorum nuntia curant.'
Guill. Ap., bk. ii., p. 259.
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than turn their backs, were cut down to the last
man. .

Guiscard in particular proved himself a hero in
hisfirst great fight and, saystherhyming chronicler
grimly, redressed the difference of stature between
his Normans and the boastful Swabians by strokes
which lopped off heads left and right.® That
day, as eventful in Norman history as Hastings,
gave Lower Italy to the followers of Humfrey
and Richard; the whole history of the Norman
conquest turned upon the victory of Civitate.

Leo fell into the hands of the victors; they
knelt at his feet with all respect and escorted him
safely to Benevento. It ssems, however, that
Humfrey regarded him as his prisoner; the Pope
was not able to leave Benevento till March,
1054, shortly after which (19th April) he died at
Rome.*

The coalition shattered, Humfrey and Richard
resumed their former designs. Fresh sons of
Tancred arrived in Italy, William, Mauger, and
Geoffrey; they were set to harass Lombard and
Greek on the borders of Salerno, in the Capitanata,

magna
Corpora corporibus truncata minoribus aequat.”
Guill. Ap., bk. ii., p. 260.
For the battle see also Amatus, iii., 39, 40. For the campaign,
see map 2 (the Norman states of Capua and Apulia) in this
volume.
2 The negotiations between Leo and the Normans are obscure;
se Chalandon, La domination normande, i., p. 140-2. The Pope
however died without abandoning his projects against them.
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and about Lecce. Meanwhile, Guiscard was
engaged in the conquest of Calabria. In the
summer of 1057 Humfrey died and was buried
by his two elder brothers in the Church of Santa
Trinita in Venosa. On his deathbed, he made
Guiscard the guardian of his infant sons Abelard
and Herman, and was given a promise that their
rights should be respected. But Guiscard, elected
Count by the Norman magnates, regarded lightly
his oath; it was not yet time for the principle of
hereditary succession.

There now arrived the youngest of the sons of
Tancred. Roger was the Benjamin of the house
of Hauteville; of a genius somewhat unlike that of
Robert, lessfar-reaching, of a more solid and per-
haps constructive kind; with less of the knight-
errant in him and more of the organiser, yet in his
own way and on a smaller field he proved himself
little less great than Guiscard. He is described
by Malaterra as being of extreme beauty, of |ofty
stature, of graceful shape, eloquent in speech and
cool in counsel, far-seeing in laying his plans,
affable and open-hearted, strong of arm and a
gallant fighter. Roger won his spurs first by
accompanying Robert into Calabria, where they
deprived the Greeks of almost all but Reggio
(1057). But thiswas followed by a quarrel; for a
time Roger lived like a bandit in his castle of
Scalea near Melfi, warring both on his brother and
his neighbours, and on one occasion stooping so
low as to concert with his squire the theft of some
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valuable horses from a house in Melfi where Roger
himself was a guest.!

Gisulf of Sderno remained the last native
champion of Lombard freedom. Practically only
Salerno was now his; the Normans had shorn away
most of the old principality; and even in the
remnant he was sore pressed by Richard and
William Hauteville. He sought allies in the
Amalfitans, the masters of the ssa.  Meanwhile,
Pandulf V. of Capua died (1057); Richard at once
besieged the city and forced it to surrender in June,
1058. The Lombard dynasty came to an end
after two centuries of hereditary succession, and
Richard became the first of a Norman line of
dukes.

The necessities of the Reformed Papacy all these
years were inclining the Roman Curia to a recog-
nition of the Normans. At Easter, 1059, the
Lateran Council, held under the presidency of
Nicholas I I ., but guided by the will of Hildebrand,
declared that with the cardinals lay the election
of the Roman pontiff. This decisive step, in-
tended to purge Papal elections from simony and
popular influence, was aimed largely if not mainly
at the Roman and local nobility, who had so
frequently dominated the Papacy, and who re-
mained still the great danger to those Reforming
principles which Leo | X. had carried into the
Papal office. But it struck aso at imperial
claims, for though it decreed that the cardinals

' Malaterra, i ., chap, XiX, XXv, XXvi.
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" in accord with our son . . . Henry" should elect,
" saving always the honour and respect due to
Henry actual King, and, we hope, future Emperor,"
it added "and to those of his successors who
shall have obtained this right personally from the
Holy See" The Empire was now governed by a
woman, and Henry V. was a child, but it was
almost inevitable that in time the wording of the
decree should be questioned from Germany.

Since a spiritual authority could not stand
alone either against the Empire or the Roman
patricians, temporal alies must be found. It was
again Hildebrand who saved the Church from her
difficulties, in winning over the Normans, as allies
of the Cluniac Papacy, to defend Rome at once
from the Germans, and from the Roman and
Tusculan nobles, who with a Benedict or Cadalus
as anti-pope threatened to undo the work of a
century of Reform, and annul the election decree
of Nicholas.

In 1058, Hildebrand came south. At Monte
Cassino hisfriend Desiderius was abbot, in Salerno,
his admirer the poet Alfan was Archbishop; the
two stood for Church Reformin the south. ~ After
securing the great Benedictine abbey against the
attacks of Capua by a practical recognition of
Richard, he returned north with three hundred
Norman horse as an escort. In the summer of
1059, the Pope himself came to a great synod at
Melfi where the mail-clad Normans mingled with
the bishops and abbots of the south. Little
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regard was paid to the claims of Constantinople
or the Western Empire; a great flourish was made
of the Donations of Constantine, Charlemagne,
Otto; but after the preamble Apulia, Calabria,
and Sicily were conferred upon Guiscard, and
Capua on Richard. Guiscard, "by the grace of
God and St. Peter, Duke of Apulia and Calabria
and, if either aid me, future lord of Sicily," swore
on bended knee homage to the Pope for himself
and his heirs; he promised to respect the Patrimony
and secure it to the Pope; never to ravage or attack
the principality; to aid in Papal elections so that
the decree of Nicholas might be carried out;
finally to pay for his domains a tribute of twe ve
pence of Pa via yearly on every yoke of oxen.
Richard made for Capua an oath of a similar
nature. ’

The investiture at Melfi was a natural conse-
qguence of Civitate. The Papacy adopted an op-
portunist line, abandoned the Lombards, and
surrendered South Italy to itsformer enemies. The
advantages to both parties were great. What the
entente meant to Guiscard and Richard need not

! There are two versions of Guiscard's oath, contained in
Delarc, Les Normands en Italie, p. 325-6, and in the Regesta, ed.
Jeffe, p. 386. Richard's oath is given in Delarc, p. 329, and in
Tosti, Soria di Monte Cassino, i ., p. 398. Both Delarc (p. 32)
and Giesebrecht (Die deutsche Kaiserzeit, vol. iii., p. 1086) con-
sider that the tribute was meant as a compensation to the Pope
for the domains which belonged by right to St. Peter in Southern
Itﬁl?/and Sicily, and not as a feudd rent from the land as a
whole.
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be dwelt on; to the Papacy it meant that after
centuries of contention the lower peninsula was
in the possession of a race which promised to be
faithful to St. Peter, which might be counted on to
expel Greeksand Moslems from every corner of the
land, and to bring it under the Holy See and into
conformity with the Western Church. Again,
the Reformed Papacy cherished the hope that
Italy might be freed from foreign influence; there
seemed a prospect in the north that every Rome-
journey of the Western Emperor would find
Lombardy and Tuscany more hostile and intransi-
gent; added to that, the Normans, already half
localised and now made loyal children of St. Peter,
would build up a native power in Lower ltaly
which would contest all foreign claims. Again,
the Normans were matchless fighters; the Papacy
hoped to draw from the south at every moment
of danger military aid enough to defy Germany,
and crush the Roman noblesse.

The unfortunate Gisulf seemed now abandoned.
But Guiscard had in 1058 married the Prince of
Salerno's sister Sigelgaita, repudiating the Nor-
man Alberada. Sigelgaita was awoman of great
beauty, wisdom, and courage, a fit mate for the
Norman, whose every ambition she seems to have
shared from this time. For her sake Robert put a
stop to the attacks of William and other freelances
and leaving Salerno for the time secure turned to
the expulsion of the Greeks. By the middle of
1060 the Byzantines held on the Apulian coast only
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Bari, Otranto, and a few other towns; in the same
year the two Hautevilles took Reggio and the
conquest of Calabria was complete.

It was in the conquest of Sicily that the youngest
son of Tancred found his life-work and his fame.
On the mainland Guiscard dominated the course of
affairs, and Roger found that his brother, while
generous in gold and silver, was slow to reward him
in lands and fiefs.® In Sicily there was a new
world to conquer, an island richer than South
Italy itself, and now dominated by the Moslems,
against whom a war of aggression needed no excuse.
Many considerations urged this enterprise. An
island so near and in Moslem hands placed in
peril Guiscard's conquests on the mainland; his
brother's claim and enterprise were dangerous
to him. Robert's mind suggested the hope that
while he could well employ Roger's sword in
conquering the island he himself would retain it
as an appanage of the duchy of Apulia and
Calabria.

Sicily had been for two hundred yearsin Moslem
hands; under enlightened rulers it had become the
centre of an Arab civilisation as splendid as that
of Cordova itself. For the purposes of govern-
ment, it had been divided into three areas, each
under the jurisdiction of a waif or judge, namely
the Val di Noto, the Val di Mazzara, and the

! Malaterra, i., chap, xxi, "Dux autem quamvis pecunia
largus in distributione quidem terrarum aliquantulum parcior
erat."
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Val Demone. The Valdi Mazzara covered the
west of the island from where the central ridge of
mountains dies into the lesser hills, it contained
Palermo, and stretched to Cape Boeo; here the
Saracens were most numerous. The Val di Noto
covered the southern triangle of the island. The
Val Demone was formed by the great chain of
the Apennines and Etna, a land of innumerable
valleys and mountain fastnesses, its eastern point
being Messina. Here survived a remnant of the
former Byzantine population, and there was a con-
siderable element in all the greater towns of Sicily.
Enjoying freedomin trade and the practice of their
faith, the Christians were, however, subjected to
the gezia, a poll-tax everywhere imposed by the
M oslems upon thosewho would not embrace | slam.

Three Arab emirs now divided Sicily, indepen-
dent of one another and of Africa, in Mazzara
Abd-allah, in Castrogiovanni lbn-al-Hawas, in
Syracuse Ibn-at-Timnah, and their feuds invited
the foreign invader. It wasin spring, 1060, that
Roger made his first attack upon Messina but
neither then nor early in 1061 did he meet with
success. In May, 1061, however, Guiscard and
he crossed the strait with two thousand men, and
Messina yielded to them. Hence they were guided

Val here can of course scarcely be the Italian for "valley,"
and must mean a vilayet or weldta; sse Amari, Soria dei Musul-
mani in Scilia, vol.i., p. 464. The best modern authority for
the conquest of Sicily is Amari, the contemporary historian is
Malaterra.
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intotheinterior by 1bn-at-Timnah himself, and in
the mountain country of Etna were greeted by the
Christians as deliverers sent from God. Taking
Rametta, they pierced as far inland as Castrogio-
vanni, following the valley of the Dittaino. Here
they were assailed by a Moslem army of, it is
said, fifteen thousand horse beside foot, which
descended from the almost impregnable citadel.
The battle was typical of the whole conquest, in
the fewness of the Norman troops, and in the
ardour with which the knights, after taking the
Sacrament, made the universal sign of the cross
and charged upon theinfidels. The first column
led by Roger broke the Moslem lines and drove
them in flight towards the city.

Little came of this expedition save that the
castles of San Mafco and Troina were built to
command the Val Demone, and occupied by gar-
risons, the latter perhaps the most commanding
fortressthat has ever been built in Europe, for the
hill on which it stood is 3650 feet high. Indeed
on returning to Italy the two brothers came to
blows. Roger had found awaiting him at Mileto
hisformer love, Judith, daughter of Count William
of Evreux, whom her brother Robert of Grant-
mesnil, Abbot of St. Evroul, had brought to Italy.
The two lovers were married but Guiscard re-
fused his brother the land wherewith to make the
morgengab to his wife, and Roger took up arms.
It was only after Guiscard had fallen into his
brother's hands that he yielded. Early in 1062,
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in the valley of the Crati, atreaty was drawn up,
after, an interview in which the two embraced one
another in tears, "like Joseph and Benjamin of
old," says Malaterra. Calabria was divided be-
tween the brothers by a sort of condominium
or equal ownership, by which each was to possess
the half of each castle and town in that province.

Roger now devoted himself to the conquest of
Sicily, a task which was not completed till thirty
years after itsinception. The downess of the enter-
prise can be explained by other things than the
stubborn defence of the Moslems. Never at any
time save at the capture of Palermo could Roger
dispose of large forces. In 1062, he commanded
only a hundred knights, though he was soon after
reinforced by thirty under the leadership of his
nephew Serlo, his partner in the conquest and a
gallant and able soldier. The army of which these
were the nucleus could not have numbered more
than six hundred all told. Again Roger was
constantly being recalled to aid his brother in
Italy, and could not turn his whole mind to the
conquest of the island. Thus the fighting in the
first years was largely a matter of skirmishes,
raids, ambushes, the permanent gains being re-
presented by the fortresses which he built at
Troina, Petralia, Nicosia, and elsewhere, which,
manned by sturdy littlegarrisons, gradually bridled
the eastern country.

The Norman hold on Sicily was indeed soon

! Chalandon, op. cit, i., p. 200.
S
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threatened by an aliance of the native Moslems
with Temim, the Zirid prince of Tunis. By the
terms of this, the Sultan's two sons, Ayuband Ali,
came with a strong fleet and army to Sicily. In
the summer of 1063 an army of Africans and
Sicilians marched from Palermo upon Roger's
western outpost, Troina. The Norman, however,
advanced to meet them, and gave them a complete
overthrow at Cerami, an epical battle in which
he himself, his nephew Serlo, and his lieutenant
Arisgot of Pozzuoli proved themselves heroes.
The victory was received at Rome with enthu-
siasm; the Pope sent a holy banner, and pro-
claimed the war a crusade.

Moslem dissensions played the Norman game,
and the sons of Temim found themselves opposed
by those whom they had come to save. In 1068
Roger overthrew Aytb at Misilmeri near Palermo,
and the African party vanished with the return
of the latter to Tunis. There was now no one
left to unite the Moslems and oppose a single
front to the invaders.

All this while the line of Norman advance had
been along the north coast towards the capital.
The capture of Palermo was all-important for the
conquest, and a city so wealthy and splendid
roused the cupidity of the Norman leaders. The
strategic eye could moreover se that, once taken,
it would be easy to hold, with its long and noble
harbour, and the chain of mountains that com-
pletely encircled it.
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In July, 1071, afleet of fifty ships collected by
Guiscard from Bari and the Apulian towns ap-
peared before Palermo and landed the Duke and
his troops on the east side of the city where the
river Oreto joins the ssa Roger meanwhile,
with an army of 18,000 men, approached from the
land side and joined his brother.

Palermo was for that age a vast city, with 300
mosgues, and a population probably amounting
to 300,000. The Normans, however, completely
enclosed the city from the land side during the
autumnandwinter of 1071, whiletheir fleet though
it could not entirely blockade the harbour pre-
vented any effectual relief coming by sea The
defenders also could hope for little help from the
Moslems of the interior since Serlo had been
charged to vigorously prosecute the war in the
hills about Castrogiovanni. Roger watched the
sege from the south-west, while Guiscard lay be-
fore the quarter of old Palermo which was called
Khalesa (the chosen) and which stretched from
the modern Porta Felice to the Porta dei Grechi
and San Francisco. On January the 7th, 1072,
the Duke resolved to storm the city. An attack
which was merely afeint was made by Roger upon
the south-west; meanwhile, Guiscard set up his
ladders against the walls of Khalesa and forced
hisway in near the modern Convento della Gancia
The city might yet have resisted, but after two
days a party of resistance yielded on terms. By
these the Moslems were to practise their religion
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treely, and were to be governed by their own judges
and their own laws, terms honourably kept by the
conquerors for over a hundred years. Palermo
thus taken, Guiscard appointed as governor of the
city a Norman officer to whom he gave the name
ammiratus or "emir," and ordered to be built a
palace or rather a citadel in the south 6f the city
where now stands the royal palace. There fol-
lowed a great enfeoffment of Sicily. Roger was
invested by his brother as Count of Sicily, but
Guiscard retained the suzerainty of theisland and
theactual possession of Palermo, the Val Demone,
and the half of Messina.  Fiefs were aso given to
Serlo and Arisgot.

The capture of Palermo and the gradual con-
quest of Sicily were adeadly blow to Islam.  For
two centuries the Moslems had not only held this
island, but they had contested from it Lower
Italy with Greek, German, and Lombard. Hence-
forth Sicily was to be in the hands of a Latin and
Catholic race. From Sicily again the Normans
would in future threaten Moslem Africa; in oc-
cupying that island they drove, as it were, a
wedge into the mass of Mohammedan states that
stretched from the Tigris to the Ebro. In this
they are the true precursors of the Crusades.

There were twenty years of conquest before
Roger yet. The fall of Palermo led to the sub-
mission of the Mazzara and the country about it.
Y et the Moslems held out in the Val Demoneitself,
in the mountain region between Messina, Taor-
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mina, and Troina, while there were still native
emirs in Syracuse, Trapani, and Castrogiovanni.
It was while engaged in war against the latter that
the gallant young Serlo, out hunting and without
armour, was cut off along with a few companions
by araiding party of Moslems, and retiring to a
rock which the Arabs still called a hundred years
later Hagar Sarlu (Serlo's rock) sold his life
dearly.

From 1075, the war took a vigour which it had
previously lacked. The Moslems of Syracuse
found at least a gallant soldier in their Emir
Bernavert; Jordan, the natural son of Roger, lead-
ing an expedition against him, was ambushed and
‘defeated.  This recaled the Count to Sicily and
now indeed the war became a crusade; in effect
Roger had now built up afleet of his own, on the
model of Guiscard's, and could contemplate war
by land and sea. By means of his ships, he took
Trapani in the summer of 1077. InAugust, 1079,
by the fall of Taorminathe Moslems were reduced
to three strongholds only, Girgenti, Syracuse, and
Castrogiovanni. The Emir of Syracuse was yet
capable of a gallant resistance, and even more than
that, for in 1084 his galleys plundered Reggio and
Nicotera on the Calabrian coast. But he was
at last overwhelmed by the armaments which
the Count collected in the winter of 1085. At the
end of March, 1086, Roger's fleet sailed into the
harbour of Syracuse; Bernavert, in engaging them,
had to abandon one sinking ship for another; in
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doing so he fell into the sa and was drowned.
The city itself surrendered in October, and during
the Sege Roger aso reduced Girgenti. In turn
Castrogiovanni, Butera, and Noto surrendered, the
last, in 1091, sending offersof surrender to Mileto,
from whence the Count despatched Jordan to
occupy the citadel and impose an annual tribute.
Thelast native prince, Hamud of Castrogiovanni,
was content to embrace Christianity and retire
to a rich fief in Calabria.  Finally Roger's fleet
carried him to hislast triumph; in 1091 he sailed
to Malta and Gozo, whose people accepted his
suzerainty and pledged themselves to an annual
tribute.

By 1091, Roger waslord of Sicily and governed
it from his capital of Messinaor Troina. During
the conquest he had loyally assisted Guiscard in
the twenty years following the investiture at
Melfi, during which the last of the Lombard and
native states fell and the Greeks were finaly
expelled.

In 1058, the city of Capua had yielded to
Richard but on terms which left the citizens the
control of the gates and fortress. The rest of the
duchy itself was steadily absorbed by the Norman;
at the end of 1063 he was master of practically all
itsterritory from Gaeta southwards. The capital
became his leading object; he summoned it in
March, 1062, to surrender the gates and the for-
tress to him; the citizens refused and suffered a
sege in which they showed a resolution worthy of
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the losing cause of their race; in May, however,
they were forced to yield, and the capital of
Pandulf Iron-Head became Richard's. There
yet remained Lombard dynasts in Trajetto, Sora,
and elsewhere, but their leagues could make no
stand against the Prince and his son Jordan.

Only one of the ancient principalities survived
the general wreck, and Saerno was the last
stronghold of the Lombard cause. But Amalfi,
Sorrento, and Naples belonged adso to the old
order of things; they too were threatened by the
insatiable Normans; the question was to whom
would they fall, Richard or Guiscard?

The Greeks and the native states were doomed
together. Bari was still the seat of the Cata-
pan, the gateway and the key of Apulia. In 1068
Robert besieged it by land and seq, and, in spite
of Greek fleets and Norman revolts in Apulia,
forced it into surrender after a three years sege
on April 16, 1071. Not one foot of ground re-
mained to the Byzantines in Lower Italy from
Policastro round to Siponto.

Guiscard was finally master of Apulia. But a
successon of Norman revolts shook his power
there; they found their origin in the claims of
Abelard and Herman, the disinherited sons of
Humfrey Hauteville, in the resentment which the
sons of the first-comers felt towards the ascendancy
of Guiscard, in the usual feudal repugnance to the
rule of law and a strong sovereignty. Supported
by Greek gold, encouraged by Richard of Capua,
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having the Greek mainland for a base, they shook
the power of the Duke more than once. But he
was able to complete the doom of Salerno, whose
noble harbour and castled hill alone could make
him a worthy capital. Gisulf made a gallant
effort to avert his fate; he strove to build up a
league of sea-towns from Salerno to San Eufemia
but the plan needed the acquiescence of Amalfi,
and he foolishly tried to secure it by an attack
upon that city in 1073.

Hildebrand was now Pope under the name of
Gregory V I | . The state of Lower Italy filled him
with apprehension. Gisulf and the remaining
free states looked to the Holy See to save them
from the Normans. As for those champions of
Cluniac election, their feuds were desolating the
land, while towards churches and the native popu-
lations they showed themselves merciless as ever.
Not content with Capua, Richard attacked the
borders of the Patrimony; at the same time his
son Jordan and Robert of Loritello, son of Drogo
of Hauteville, were invading the Abruzzi and
threatening to add Spoleto to the Norman con-
quests. In 1073, Amalfi had to accept Guiscard
asoverlord. In February, 1074, Pandulf 1V ., son
of Landulf of Benevento, fell in battle with the
Duke of Apulia's troops at Monte Serchio. The
cry of the native states of Italy was carried to the
Pope; moreover he saw little hope of securing
the south for the Reformed Church until the Nor-
mans were bridled, or expelled.
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In spite of a world of difficulties he refused to
temporise; in March, 1074, he hurled the Ban
against Guiscard and Richard. It could not
arrest the death-struggle of Norman and Lombard.
In May, 1076, Robert besieged Salerno by land
and sea; Greeks and Saracens despatched by Roger
swelled his forces; and the fleet of Amalfi com-
manded the harbour.  Gisulf made a gallant and
desperate resistance; his people showed a like
resolution and held out until the stress of hunger
became too great. On the night of the 13th
December, Salerno was taken amid the usual
scenes of slaughter; Gisulf, however, awakened
from sleep, escaped to the castle, whose situation
on the high hill a thousand feet above the town
was one of the most impregnable and difficult in
Italy. There he held out till the last days of M ay,
1077, but resistance was useless against the Nor-
man posts which surrounded the whole base of the
hill; he surrendered the castle and after an in-
terview in which Robert showed little generosity
abandoned for ever the city where his race had
been lords for over three hundred years. The
end of the last great Lombard was that of aland-
less wanderer; after haunting the Papal court for
some years, alast ray of glory fell on him whenin
1088 Amalfi, inrevolt against Guiscard's son, took
him for lord. Somewhere about 1090 he ended
his troubled career in solitude and poverty in the
region of the Sarno.

Naples alone survived the general overthrow
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for sixty years yet. But in Benevento the old
race was extinct with Landulf V1., who had been
restored in 1054 to die childlessin 1077. Guiscard
at once laid Sege to the city, a move which roused
Gregory's wrath to the highest, but a fresh Apu-
lian revolt forced the Duke to relinquish his
design of adding Benevento to Salerno.

In the north the great war between Pope and
Emperor had begun; on January 24, 1076, Henry
V. had deposed Gregory at the Synod of Worms;
the Pope had replied by both deposing and ex-
communicating Henry at the Roman Synod of
Lent in the same year. But the iron-willed
Gregory still refused to hear of terms with the
Normans whose grasp had all but fastened on
Naplesand the Papal fief of Benevento. At length,
however, the revival of Henry's power after the
day of Canossa, and the falling away of the Papal
supporters, forced Gregory once more to revive
the entente with the uncontrollable Normans.
Only so could he hope to stay the advance of
Robert of Loritello and Jordan of Capua, who
had conquered the lower Abruzzi, the eastern half
for Apulia, the western for Capua.

In summer, 1080, the Pope took the road to the
south. Richard of Capuawas dead (April, 1078),
but his son Jordan came to Gregory at Ceprano
on the borders of the Patrimony, was released,
after submission, from the Papal Ban, and was
invested with Capua. Nineteen days later Guis-
card came in, was aso absolved, and renewed the
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oath of homage. The Pope confirmed him in his
lands with the conquests of Robert of Loritello,
but ordered him to cesse from the attacks on
Spoleto, Benevento, and Monte Cassino, and re-
fused to legitimise the possession of Salerno and
Amalfi.!  On his side the Norman undertook to
put his sword at need in Gregory's service.

The Duke of Apulia henceforth contented him-
sdf with the limits of his Italian conquests. He
now turned his eyes towards the Eastern Empire;
and many motives led him to his last great en-
terprise, the attack upon the dominions of the
Basileus. In 1078, he had had to suppress a
bloody two-years revolt in Apuliawhich, backed
by the Greeks, had for a time lost him most of
Apulia. The Greek mainland, the Byzantine
court, still remained an asylum for his dangerous
rebels, and the Duke was ready to punish the
Greeks for their connivance. Again, Guiscard's
ambition was insatiable; even at an advanced age
he could entertain grandiose schemes for the con-
quest of all or part of the Greek Empire, and even
for seating himself on the throne of the Basileus.
In Italy he posed as a legitimate successor of the
Emperor; copied his court dress, and imitated on
his coins the imperial effigy; it was not beyond
possibility that he might assume the state of a
Basileus on the eastern side of the Adriatic.

The strong impulse of Norman conquest was

! S Chalandon, vol. ii., p. 232. Guiscard of course took
little heed of the Papal prohibition about Amalfi or Saerno.
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yet in full flow; Guiscard and his comrades had
founded a great land power in Southern Italy; the
Normans were next to take to the sea The
siege of Bari had filled them with confidence in
the ships which, drawn from the subject coast
towns, had forced the Greek capital to surrender?;
from that time, at Palermo and elsewhere, their
marine was responsible for half of their triumphs.
"The geographical configuration of Italy evidently
demands a fleet. "> The Normans rose superior
to the Lombards whom they supplanted by the
possession of a marine; that fact again bound
them to an aggressive foreign policy, and since
Byzantium was at once the enemy and a power
wealthy, decaying, and despised, they entered
upon a series of expeditions against the Empire
which did not cease for a hundred years.

Guiscard was at no loss for a pretext against the
Byzantines. Michael V I1. had some years before
entered into communications with the Duke,
whose assistance he was ready to invoke to prop
up the falling house of Ducas. The end of a
marriage proposal was that, in 1074, Guiscard's
daughter was escorted to Constantinople, where
she received the name Helena, and was destined
for the bride of Micheal's young son, Constantine.
But in 1078 Michael was driven off the throne,

1 »Gens Normannorum navalis nescia belli
Hactenus ut victrix reduit. "
Guill. Ap.,bk.iii.,lines132-4.
2 Delarc, Les Normandsen Italie, p. 455.
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which after long confusion the genera Alexius
Comnenus ascended, a man of considerable
character who was able to found a dynasty that
lasted a century. The marriage scheme was of
course upset, but Alexius treated Helena with
every consideration. This, however, was not
enough to appesse Guiscard; he received and
maintained arefugeecalled Michael V I | ., probably
an impostor, and collected an armada with the
open intention of restoring him.

In May, 1081, the Duke of Apulialeft Otranto
with 1300 knights and 15,000 men-at-arms, s
corted by thefleetsof Bari, Salerno, and Amalfi;
Roger Borsa, his eldest son by Sigelgaita, was left
behind to hold Apulia. Guiscard had with him
hiswife, her sons Guy and Robert, and Bohemund,
son of the Norman Alberada, a picturesgue figure,
the image of his father in courage, craft, and hardi-
hood. In 1081 they captured the island-fortress
of Corfu and besieged Durazzo, "the key of the
Empire upon the west." A Venetian fleet inter-

. posed to save Durazzo, for the city of the lagoons
was bound over to the Empire by commercial
concessons and had already begun to " police
the Adriatic." On the land side the Byzantine
engineers burned down Guiscard's wooden cats,
batt