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< Weae told that at the vey begmmnmg of creative works
when humanity was to be produced, the ereaton divided humself
into two halves.  One half male, and the other famale.  This divi-
sion of the Divine into two, maiks, as it weie, the basis of our
theory  Doth sexes are equally divine, eachi s one half of God,
both sexes have then parts to play i hunan evolution, and m the
evolution of the woild as a whole ™ Annie Besant on Woman-
liood m < Ancient Ideals .

¢«There se thousands now

Such women, but convention beats them down :
It 1s but bimging up ; no more than that :
You men have done 1t : how 1 hate you all!
Al, were I something great' I wish I weie
Some mighty poetess, T would shame you then,
That love to keep us children !’

From the Prolo gue to Tennyson’s Princess.



&

* Dear, Tt let us type themn now
In ow hives, and this proud watehword rest
Of equal s seemyg either sex alone
Is half iteell, and m titae Marnace lies
Nor equal, no unegual  cach fulbls
Defeet i each. and always thonght m thought
Parpose i pmposes will e willy they giow,
The smgle prae and perfect anmmal,
The two-cell’d heart beatime, with one full stioke,

T.te

s
¢ <O we will walk this worlld
Yohed moall exerose of noble end,

And ~o thio those dark cates acioss the wild

hat 1o man knows

Yrom Tennyson’s Drioncess
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(1) The little book on the Subjection of Women
though not a capital performance like the Logic was
the capital illnstration of the modes of reasoning about
human character set forth in his Logic applied to the
case in which the old metaphysical notion of innate and
indelible differences is still nearly as strong as ever it
was, and in which its moral and social consequences are so
inexpressibly disastrons, so superlatively powerful in
keeping the ordinary level of the aims and achievements
of Iife low and meagre. The accurate and unanswerable
reasoning, no less than the noble elevation of this great
argument ; the sagacity of a huandred of its maxims on
mdividual conduct and character, no less than the com-
bined rafionality and beauty of its aspirations for the
improvement of collective social life, make this piece
probabely the best illustration of all the best and richest
gualities of its anthor’s mind, and it is fortunate that a
subject of such incomparable importance should have
been first effectively presented for discussion in so
worthy and pregnant a form.

It is interesting to know definitely from the Autobio-
graphy, what is implied in the opening of the book itself,
that a zealous belief in the advantages of abolishing the
legal and social inequalities of women was not due to the
accident of personal intimacy with one or two more women
of exceptional distinction of character. What has been
ignorantly supposed in our own day to be a crotchet of
Mr. Mill’s was the common doctrine of the younger
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proselytes of the Benthamite school, and Bentham him-
self was wholly with them ( Autobiography p. 105 and
244 ) ; as, of course, were other thinkers of an earlier
date, Condorcet, for instance. In this as in other snbjects
Mr. Mill did not go beyond his modest definition of his
own originality the application of old ideas in new forms
and connections (p. 119) or the originality which every
thoughtful mind gives to its own mode of conceiving and
expressing truths which are common property ( p. 254 ).
Or shall we say that he had an originality of a more
genuine kind which made him first diligently acquire
what in an excellent phrase he calls plenary possession
of truths, and then transfuse them with a sympathetic
and contagious enthusiasm ?

It is often complained that the book on Women has
the radical imperfection of not speaking plainly on the
question of the limitations proper to divorce. The
present writer once ventured to ask Mr. Mill why he had
left this important point undiscnssed. Mr. Mill replied
that it seemed to him impossible to settle the expediency
of more liberal conditions of divorce, first ,without hear-
ing much more fully than we could possibly do at
present the ideas held by women in the matter ; second,
until the experiment of marriage with entire equality
between man and wife had been tried | People who are
in a hurry to get rid of their partners may find this very

halting kind of work, and a man who wants to take a
new wife before sunset, may well be irritated by a philo-
sopber who tells him that the guestion may possibly be
capable of useful discussion towards the middle of the
next century. But Mr Mill's argument is full of force
and praiseworthy patience’!

Jokn Morley.
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(2) Mr, Frederic Harrison in the Nineteenth
Century says :—

« T turn now to the last of his completed works, the
Subjection of Women (1869) in many ways the most elo-
quent of his works, the most characteristic and perhaps
that which has had the most direct and immediatc effect.
Like the Liberty, it was written many years before it
was published and was to a great degree a joint produc-
tion. His biographer, Prof. Bain, very justly calls it—
¢ the most sustained exposition of Mill’s life-long theme,
the abuses of power.” And Mr. Johu Morley calls it
‘the best illustration of all the best and richest qualities
of its author’s mind.” It is fortunate, he adds, that a
gubject of such incomparable importance shonld have
been first effectively presented for discussion in so worthy
and pregnant a form.

The form is, indeed, pregnant and in every sense worthy
of a scheme which touaches us all home, and reaches so
far and wide, It is one of those very rare examples of a
short treatise on a weighty topic, packed with accu-
mulated thought and fused with ardent conviction. In
four short chapters it condenses a scheme of social ethics.
It isin its passionate logic the most notable result of this
ripest, loftiest, most inspiring part of his life. And its
practical effect on legislation, maunners and opinion
has no doubt been greater than any thing which Mill
gave to his generation. The law has already been
amended on many points which draw down his indigna-
tion and satire. A great number of the disabilities of
women arising from prejudice, habit or torpor have been
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practically removed. At least there remains no legal or
moral bar to the aspiring women except in one or two
exceptional cases, Literature, art, medicine, science, law,
the Universities, athletics, sport, political agitation, the
public service, are now practically open to women.

(3) From Mr. Grant Allan’s novel “The Woman
Who Did.”

“The future is to the free. We have transcended
Serfdom  Women shall henceforth be the equals of
men, not by levelling down, bat by levelling up ; not by
fettering the man, but by elevating, emancipating, un-
shackling the woman.”

*##
—<1t is hard to be a free soul in an enslaved community.
No unit can wholly sever itself from unsocial organism
of which it is a corpuscle.”

G*l

“ Sooner or later, I am sure, if you begin by educating
women, you maust end by emancipating them,”

#.0

«It is the cmancipation, not the mere education that

most appeals to me.”

(4) From Tennyson. ( The Princess).
“ For woman is not nndeveloped man,
« Bat diverse: could we make her as the man,
« Sweet Love were slain: his dearest bond is this,
« Not like to like, bat like in difference,
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“ Yet in the long years liker must they grow ;
* The man be more of woman, she of man ;
“He gain in sweetness and moral height,
¢ Nor lose the wrestling thews that throw the world;
* She mental breath, nor fail in childward care,
“Nor lose the child-like in the larger mind ;
“Tul at the last she set herself to man,
“ Like perfect music unto nohle words ;
“ And so these twain upon the skirts of Time,
¢« Sit side by side, full-snmm’d in all their powers,
* Dispeusing harvest, sowing the To-be,
“ Self-reverent each and reverencing each,
 Distinct in individualities,
“ But like each other ev’n as those who love:
*“ Then comes the statelier Eden back to men :
“Then reign the world’s great bridals, chaste and
calm :

“Then springs the crowning race of human kind.
“ May these things be !

“ At last

¢ She rose npon a wind of prophecy

“ Dilating on the fature ; ‘every where

“Two heads in council, two beside the hearth,
“Two in the tangled business of the world

“Two in the liberal offices of life,

“Two plummets dropped for one to sound the abyss
“ Of science, and the secrets of the mind :
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“ Musician, painter, sculptor, critic, more:
“ And everywhere the broad and bounteous Earth
“Should bear a double growth of those rare souls,
‘“ Poets, whose thoughts enrich the blood of the
world.”

**&
“ The Woman’s cause is Man’s : they rise or sink
“Together, dwarf’d or god-like, bound or free :
« For she that out of Lethe scales with man
“ The shining steps of Nature, shares with man
« His nights, his days, moves with him to one goal,
« Stays all the fair young planet in her handgs—
<« If she be small, slight-natured, miserable,
“ How shall men grow ?”

(d) Annie Besant on “ Womanhood” (See “ Ancient
Ideals,” p. p. 111, 112,

« Husband and wife are not thonght of as two, bat
they are thonght of as one. Husband and wife are not
thought of as separate, they are thonght of as united.
Hausband and wife are not thought of as capable of divi-
sion, they are but two halves, constituting an entire, &
single whole. Just as in the Deva and Devi one Divine
life is manifested, so in the husband and wife the per.
fect type of huamanity is shown forth, There is no idea
of possible antagonism. There is no idea of possible
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rivalry. Manand Woman, husband and wife, are two
halves of the complete Man, of the complete Haman
. Life-that perfect Union, that true Unity, gave the Hindu
Ideal of Marriage.”

(6) uﬁmqﬁamﬁmyagr&a‘i:
T frgsan—

T
(7) watsmEuRE @RI FEEE |
FEATTAAR TETAT AT, |
TR SaewTaer At ! |
T WA qHiEfT s ||
TR BRI ATt |
T s Yot |
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