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POET ‘ADARSH’

Poet Durga Prasad Rastogi ‘Adarsh’ was
born on 22nd September, 1914 in Allahabad,
the Capital town of Uttar Pradesh. At an early
age he took to writing poems, the first one heing
published in Rastogi Patrika in 1928. He
made his first appearance in the Hindi world
in 1938 with a biography of Shrimati Vijaya-
laxmi Pandit.

‘Kasak’ (##%) is the first book of poems in
Hindi brought out by Adarshji in 1939. It was
highly spoken of by Dr. Rasal, who wrote the
foreward for it and by Pt. Ayodhya Sinha
Upadhyaya, the author of ‘Priya Pravas’ (fig-
wa1q), who admired it for its deep thoughts.

‘Kasak’ was followed by ‘Gandhi Geeta’ in
which the teachings of Gandhiji have been
explained in verse. The principles inculcated
therein are of universal application.

‘Virah Geet’ (fawg i), ‘Samar Geeta’ (%72
i), ‘Rajarshi Mahima’ (Twfy sfewr) and ‘Pragati
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Gecet’ (wafa M) are other books in poetry that
Adarshji brought out respectively in 1942, 1944,
1948 and 1951.

In his foreword to ‘Virah Geet” Dr. Amar
Nath Jha has remarked: “At the present time
there 1s no poet in Hindi whose works are charged
with so much gloom and sorrow as is to be found
in this book”. ‘Samar Geet’ (7#% #i@) extracted
high admiration from a number of distinguished
men of letters; notable amongst those are Shri
Kanhaiya Lal Manik Lal Munshi, Shri M. S.
Aney and Shri V. D. Savarker.

‘Adarshji’ has contributed in the field of
fiction as well. He has written a novel named
‘Vyavadhan’ (zam) and has brought out a colle-
ction of short stories to which he has given the
name (F &i1) ‘Kala Sanp’. Speaking of this
work the late Dr. Sachchida Nand Sinha observed
as follows :—

“Your style is a fine approach to that of
Premchandji”.

Besides being a poet, Adarshji is a political
and social worker. For several years he was
editor of ‘Harish Chand Patrika’. He has done
useful work as general Secretary of U. P. Hindi
Sahitya Sammelan and as auditor of the All
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India Hindi Sahitya Sammelan. He is connected
with many other public institutions such as the
Sarvodaya Samaj and Bharat Sewak Samaj
in Allahabad. He is also one of the prominent
Congress workers of Allahabad.

Allahabad Pr. SHiva Nata KaTju
15-5-54 M. L. A.






THE INDIVISIBLE WORLD

In this book the poet, moved by visions of
pain and misery threatened by war-demon,
secks the co-operation of the goddess of peace
who takes him to the moon-lit solitudes of Hima-
layas for the comfort of his soul. He, however,
assures her that personal satisfaction and solace
is not the goal in his view, rather he is anxious
for the peace of the whole world.

The Goddess of Peace feels satisfied with
the ambitions of the poet, but with a view to put
his soul force to a severe test decides to take him
through densc and fearful forests where violence
and lawlessness reign supreme. Seeing a poor,
simple cow being pounced upon by a lion the
poet loses self-control. Thereupon the goddess
of peace warns him that he has to keep himself
firm and unmoved in face of the gravest provo-
cation, or else the mission that he wanted to
fulfil and which she also wished to see fulfilled
will never be realized. After administering
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this advice she takes the poct to higher regions
in the heavens where Buddha, Ashok, Christ,
Muhammad ond Gandhi reside. The poct pays
his respects to each of these and receives their
blessings and instructions which mainly favour
the cultivation of the ideals of truth and non-
violence with special emphasis by Muhammad
on equality of brotherhood and on plying of
charkha, the spinning wheel by Gandhi, The
poet next met Stalin whose residence was nearby
and who, when pressed for message, laid stress
on the propagation of the principles of Karl
Marx which alone could ensure equal oppor-
tunities and conveniences to humanity in
general.

Armed with these blessings the poet under
the guidance of the Goddess of Peace decides
to visit the dominating personalities of the world
with a view to persuading them to create an
atmosphere  of unfailing sympathy and good-
will in human life. Goddess of Peace takes him
to the President and Prime Minister of the Indian
Republic, Rajendra Babu and Pandit Nehru
respectively. He draws their attention to the
fact that violence is on the increase in Indian
life, which is regrettable because India has been
the homeland of non-violence and in case she
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becomes a convert to the principle of violence
there will be no hope to the rest of the world,
Rajendra Babu and Pandit Neliru both reassure
the poet, Pandit Nehru charging the poet to use
his powers of expression for the fulfilment of his
mission in addition.

The Goddess of Peace then takes the poct
to Malenkov in Russia, Churchill in England and
President Eisenhower in America. The poet’s
conversation with these three personalities 1s
interesting and deterves a short reference.

The poet informs Malenkov that it was the
mission of peace that had taken him to him under
the guidance of the Goddess of Peace. He
pavs glowing tributes to Marx, Lenin and Stalin
and appeals to him to adopt the policy and
method advocated by Mahatma Gandhi. Malen-
kov couches his reply in diplomatic language
and while he assures that he would do his best
to keep peace in the world, he also charges the
poct to do his part in moulding the feelings of
different peoples of the world in general.

When the poet informs Mr. Churchill,
the Premier of England, of his mission, the latter
proudly asserts that service of the world has been
the guiding principle of the life of the English
people, to which the independence of Modern
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India hears the most cloquent testimony. On being
further pressed for undoubtful adherence to the
policy and principle of love and brotherhood,
Mr. Churchill too uses diplomatic language which
eventually leans towards frankness so character-
istic of the British Premicr. Finally, he says
plainly that it is impossible to remain non-violent
in face of the enemy who is determined to swallow
us down his throat.

The last but not the least in importance
and greatness is President Fisenhower whom the
poet addresses as the Kuber (Indian Mythology),
the god of Wealth of the present age. *“You
are the controller of the atomic energy and in
your powerful hands lies the preservation as well
as the destruction of the whole world”, says the
poet. President Eisenhower lectures to the poet
about the useful results that even war can produce
when conducted with a good motive. When
requested to give a trial to principles of love and
non-violence, President lke says with a smile,
“they are mistaken who think that the ways of
Mahatma Gandhi can be easily utilised; in fact
they require more courage and bravery than is
needed in ordinary warfare”. Finally, he also
charges the poet to mould public character with
the aid of his artistic writings.
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The Goddess of Peacc then returns with the
poet to her Himalayan abode from where the
poet declares, *“Oh pcoples of the world ! hear
me and act up to the advice which T am tender-
ing 1o you at present. Try to know the distinc-
tion between nectar and poison. Do not let
one man be the food of another man; cut at the
very root of exploitation”.

The poet then invokes the blessings of all poets
and benefactors of the world and thus feeling
inspired prepares to arouse the dormant conscious-
ness of human mind by the power of his art.
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