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FOREWORD.
——% ——

In October and November 1934, I delivered,
at the request of the Andhra University authorities,
an extension lecture on the “Recent Developments
in Telugu Literature’’ to the Student population at
Waltair, Cocanada and Guntur. I have subsequently
retouched it here and there and now publish it in
book torm. The subject admits of a more elaba-

rate treatment ‘This must be left to a younger
generation.

In appraising the merits and demerits of
recent literature, it is difficult to avoid hurting the
susceptibilities of living authors. 1 have tried to
do this duty in an impartial and dispassionate spirit,
and I can only hope that T have not altogether
failed in this attempt.

MUKTISWARAM.
} J. RAMAYYA.

19 April 1937.
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It is a mistake, therefore, to ask a poet to
explain his poems. That is to make the wrong
approach to poetry, to knock at the wrong door,
This amotional unity which is the rassond etre of
every poem. Cannot be measured by the instru-
ments of reason. Otherwise it would be simple to
express it in prose. The poem must be received
directly, without questioning, and loved or hated,

It has a necessary and eternal existence; it is im-
pervious to reason, and if it has no discoverable
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meaning, it has immeasurable power. The poet has

created an objective equivalence in words, of his
emotional experience; the words may not make
sense but they make the emotion—-follow the contour
of the thought-and reproduce as nearly as possible,
“the mind’s internal echo of the imperfect sound.”(1)
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(1) Extract from Mr. Herbert Read’s paper headéd
obscurity in poetry—is it a Vice—published in the
Book man and reproduced in the * Hindu ** of 29th
Ociober 1933.
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*The other matter 1 would reter to is the uni-
fication of Kannada language and the formation of
a common literary Kannada for the whole of the
Karnataka, We have now what may be called
dialects for different parts of Karnataka. While
this is natural in the case of spoken dialects, there
should be a common literary form of the language
for the whole Kannada country, and 1 trustI am
not wrong in saying that this work is well within
the normal scope of an Academy of this kind.
(The Hindu of Thursday April 25, 1935.)
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