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understanding Islam. Besides these
schools, no substantial difference of opi-
nion exists in Islam. In the early pe-
riods of Islam when different races em-
braced this religion, they had brought
with them their hereditary doctrines,
- rites and rituals, the clash of which with
Islamic tenets had created some confu-
sion ; but Islamic teaching soon prevailed
and now in a population of about 50 or
60 croves of Muslims all over the world
only two setes—Shias and Sunnis—de-
serve mention. Even out of these two
scets, Shiag form such a minorty that no
importance to their difference of opinion
can be attached. Moreover, the Shia

51

community unlike the Sunnis is divided
into Ithna Ashariya, Zaidiya, Dawudia
Sulaimaniya, Agha Khaniya ete., but no
sect directly opposed to another exists
in the Sunni community. Of course
these are legal schools in the Sunni com-
munity like Hanafi, Shafi, but they are
not sects since the Sunnis honour and
pay as much recpect to the Imams of
other schools of law as they do to the
leader of their own school. For ¢xam-
ple all the Sunnis hold Shaikh Abdul
Qadir Jilani in great reverence and fol-
low him as their own Imam although the
Shaikh himself belonged to the Hanba-
lite school of law.
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Fiqh (Jurisprudence) and that the right
of passing legal judgements and holding

the office of Imain is vested in‘those scho- |

lars only who have specialized in Islamie
Jurisprudence. Refuting these views
the auther questions: if Islam is confined
to Fiqh which comprises of only 150
Quranice verses and three or four thou-
sand Traditions dealing with the legal
matters, are then the rest of the Quran
and the extensive literature of 'Tradi-
tions void of all meaning. As the Qu-
ranice verses and the traditions dealing
with legal matters are limited in number
while the events of human life arve un-
limited, the door of Individual Judge-
ment based on the principles of the Qu-
ran and the Hadith was kept open and
this individual Judgement which started
from the Prophet’s period continued to
grow in the succeeding years. Ilere
the author has discussed at length
the progress and the system of education
which the prophet established in his life
time.

In this connection it is pointed out that
when simple folk and hypocrites began
to annoy the prophet with their silly
questions, the Quran prohibited such
people from putting questions to the pro-
phet. This prohibition was intended to
put an end to the useless queries on the
one hand and on the other to facilitate
freedom of action in the religious life of
the muslims. This chapter on the dis-
cussion is very lengthy and besides being
up-to-date, sets at rest many doubts and
uncertainties. Further the Quranie
verses and the prophet’s sayings and the
conclusions reached at by the muslim
Jurists about the Quran and traditions
are according to the arguments of the
writer only the different kinds of the re-
ligious exactions. But the differences
which are considered to be strong or
weak according to the discretion of the
Jurists and the relative apprehension
resulting from the non-fulfilment by the
Muslim of these injuctions facilitate the
religious conduct of a muslim’s life.

Since the spirit and not the letter of
the tradition as in the case of Quran, is
regarded as valid and of authority, this
has provided further freedom of action.
The writer has vigorously shown that
some controversial parts of the.conclu-
sions drawn by the jurists as a result of
different reasonings have invariably
cased the conduct of the religious life of
the muslims.

The author is of opinion that although
the traditions were committed to paper
during the age of the Prophet’s compa-
nion, yet the contemporary government
did not take any effective part in their
compilation in spite of the fact that Haz-
rat Omar had intended to do so. Be-
sides, a Ms of the traditions which had
already been compiled, was destroyed
by the ovder of Hazrat Abu Bakr.
The motive behind this action was also
to free men from the fetters of rules and
regulations in order to facilitate the reli-
gious conduct of their life. If such acts
of prudence equal to-that of the Quranic
Verses and thig act would have been
against the express intention of the pro-
phet.  The writer has tried to bring to
light all the various parts of the discus-
sion in detail.

Similarly, the difference of opinion
found in the various schools of Fiqh has
also been one of the factrs which promo-
ted freedom. These legal schools, the
author declares, are never to be compar-
ed with the schisms and heresies noticed
in other religions, especially with those
painful and sanguinary accounts which
Christian Europe witnessed for hund-
reds of years. The author has shown on
the basis of true and authentic historieal
sources that the story of religious differ-
ences within Islam has nothing to do
with the differences of opinion among
the muslim on jurisprudence. This
part of the paper deserves special atten-
tion. These legal schools are in fact no
other than another way of approach to



SYNOPSES OF URDU ARTICLES
(PUBLISHED IN THIS VOLUME)

THE THEORY OF EMANATION
(TANNAZULET R DESCENT)
by Mir Valiuddin, Department of Philosophy.

This paper discusses the celebrated
theory of Emanation or Descent (i.e. the
Origin of Things) as presented by the
Mystics of Islam. - The theory supposes
the Universe to descend in successive,
widening circles of being from the Su-
preme Reality. 1t is compared to a py-
ramid which extends from a point on the
top. downwards to the base in expanding
gradations. Shaykm Akbar (12th Cen-
tury) perfected the idea of Wajudiyyah
and Alaud-Dowlah Samnani (beginning
of the 14th Century) and his disciple

Abdul Karim Jili replaced it by the idea
of Shuhirdiyyah.

The theory is fully critised in the light
of the Holy Quran and an attempt it
made to remive its vagueness and nebulo-
sity and make it as clear as possible.
It 1s'emphasised that by its vagueness it
tends to obliterate the real difference
between the Khalq (the created) and the
Haqq (the Reality) and a way is shown
to establish a relation of ‘‘otherness’’

<3 2¢ between the khalg and the Hagqq.

TADWEEN-E-FIQH
Codification of Muslim Law)

SYED MANAZIR AHSAN (ILANT,
Department of Theology.

After proving that perceptibility is
not a direct function of the human intel-
lect, which only draws conclusions from
things perceived and deduces universal
statements from observing particulars,
the author proceeds to explain that when
the intellect deals with the perceptibles

the function is called reasoning ( J )
and when it is engaged in notions receiv-
ed from inspiration and prophetiec reve-
lation, that mental activity is called un-

derstanding (4% ). Thus, the author
declares, it is wrong to suppose that re-
ligious learning has nothing to do with
the intellect, since the intellect is the
basis of both the types of knowledge
whether it is received from the source of
the senses or from inspiration. Irom
the viewpoint of authenticity, that part
of knowledge which is obtained through
prophetic revelation is more reliable

than the knowledge gainned through the
senses, since the former is related with
the knowledge of God who is Omnipre-
sent and Omniscient, learning based on
perception is susceptible to doubts, sus-
picions, misunderstanding ete. After
dwelling on these contentions the author
asserts that the learning which the Mus-
lims received through the revelation of
the prophet Muhammad (Peace be on
him) when it is analysed and synthe-
sized, the sum-total of all these intellect-
tual activities is called Islamic learning.
This reasoning process and intellectual
production no matter to whatever walk
of life connected, were originally known
as Fiqh; but later on the meaning of the
term Figh was confined to certain de-
partments of practical life only.

It is further pointed out that some peo-
ple consider that Islam is no other than
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Therefore I am sure that ,a] J| 5 yic OF ,al y ;)Is 4&f is one and the same book, and
its full title is JAL,L.‘ S5 g )10 400

The best MS of the | The British Museum Ms of alyjls 44  is complete in the begin-
book ning, but we do not know about the end, as it is not given in that

catalogue,.

The Bodleian and the India Office Library MSS. are incomplete both in the be-
ginning and the end. The MS. in the library of Astana, Mashhad, is complete both
in the beginning and the end. The MS. in the Library of the Asiastic Society. of
Bengal also appears complete in the beginning but the end is not given in that cata-
logue. The MS. mentioned by Haji Khalfa in the Kashf, too, is complete in the beg-
inning but the end of it is not mentioned by him.

The Osmania University Library MS is complete both in the beginning and
the end. It is the only MS which has the full title of the book whereas the other
MSS. have either the former part of the name or the latter. It has, besides being
complete, more qit-as than any other MS of the book.

Therefore the most important and complete of all the MSS. of » sisy 8l ) 4B

! 41 which are known to exist, is the one in the Osmania University Library.

The author of the | Similarly most of the cataloguers are not certain about the name
book | of the author—some of them write, ‘‘the author calls or styles
himself Rashidud Din.”’ |

Fraser in his article on the book in the Bodleian Library Catalogue, says that
it was written by Murtad Moghul Ibn ‘Ali Muhammad Khan. Haji Khalfa, the

cataloguer of the Mashhad library, and the O.U.L. MS. mention clearly the author’s
name as Rashidud-Din Watwat.

Therefore there remains no doubt whatever that the author of 5,4y aly i 3%

ol }:| is the celebrated poet Rashidud-Din Watwat b. ‘Abdul-Jalil ‘ Umari al-Katib,
al-Balkhi.

The present writer hopes to publish the book in the near future as he Has almost
eompleted the editing of it.
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November 1941. The full name of the book is written as.  ,al LI yic L' aly s &
The preface begins with d‘ C’,‘J"“ C.A..a.uL\and the text wg? Cllu.lo ’CL"" s a1 and ends
thus: uL{ ‘)y F&) U);l.\:- Jls

The MS has 51 qit’as and 650 Baits (couplets) and is identical with the one
described by Haji Khalfa in the Kashf. It is written in neat nastaliq and in a be-
autiful hand. The text is written in black ink and below every Arabic or Persian
word the letters £ s are written in red to denote the language. The headings of
all the qit’as are also in red. The MS is in perfect condition, written on thick bro-
wnish oriental paper. in bold characters. The first pags has 9 lines and from the
and from the second there are 19 verses on cach page, the total being 32 folios.
The date of its completion is not given but from the paper and condition of the book
it scems to have been written in the tenth or cleventh century ot the Hijra.

According to the cataloguer of the Astana Library if al s yic was versified by
Muh. Hanif, what about the original text written in prose by Rashidud-Din
Watwat? Whereis it? It is not even referred to in any catalogue or book by the
name of jal 1> yic0r ,aly ;I 5,& or by any other name; if it cver existed it would
certainly have been mentioned by some one or other. Nor is there any indication
that af JLi>sic and sy 5545 are two separate books; for the opening words

are the same by whatever name it is mentioned. In my opinion the original and
full title was a double one, as is the case with Rashidud-Din Watwats’ other works.
The words  jaly)s al e  also form a part ofthe title of one of his books, namely

&l i) 2195 2 Ml el > The other names of his books are:
fK.u glen s S £l opdaill Tay cnaCll A ¢ Yl V1503 5 Y1, L6
Similar names are common with other authors’ works too as:
st B gl OV Y1555 s a1 s ¢ ) omd | Y 1R 0l s bl ol
6035 4l ) Y asy )

—

1. In thls MS. the con]unctmn U instead of s is (onnectmg the two names, but the Persian \' cannot be
uged grammatically between two Arabic names or sentences. Besides that we shall prove later on that.
these are not two names of two separate books but that of one only.

It may be said that the words ,'si1>,i U mean the additional part of the book, consisting of mores
qit’ as, which was composed by Muh. Hanif. This too is not correct. According to the cataloguer of
the Astana Library and ‘Abbas Igbal the for mer part of the book and not the latter was composed by Muh.
Hanif, as we know from he introductory words. Other cataloguers also give the same beginning of >4 or
34t Therefore these additional qit’ as after the 51 qit’ as in the O. U. L. MS. cannot be called »,is
or said to be written by Muh. Hanif.

For these reasons the conjunction Y  is wrong and the correct one is s
Hence the full title of the book will be Aablagiey plyfis gt
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guer who appears to be somewhat incompetent in Arabic, for he misunderstood the

sr0r w

meaning of the word _;-'f The Arabic text from the Kashf reads thus: |_;‘;‘; Jalad a0
W yagloy . .

This cataloguer also seems to be doubtful about the name of the hook as he says.
“Haji Khalfa gives the name of the bookas | L5 ,ic +  a name different from
ol agaias it appears in the copy of the book in this library.

The copy of the Mashhad library MS according to Aqai Iqbal (because it is not
mentioned in the catalogue of Mashhad) consists of 51 git’as, each qit’a comprising
of 14 or 15 verses more or less and the last verse of the git’as showing their metre.
It begins thus :C’;“-“" t,\,,.‘h.ul! and ends with«_:§ (;; S A > 5 It has no date..

Aqai Abbas Igbal with great pains has ably edited the important work of Ra-
shidud-Din Watwat .2l 565 g =134~ but withregard to a5 & both his
opinion and description of it are quite different from what is given in the catalogue

of the library of Msshhad, from which he obtained the information.! This mistake
perhaps occurred be cause he had not the opportunity of referring to the catalogue

personally, and had to rely on the informution provided for him by some one clse.
Aqai Iqbal writes, ** a'y ji 5 & a Persian vocabulary-the book is not in hand-was.
written by a certain learned ‘Uthmani’ who versified it in Persian and made a voca-
bulary of it like Ol.a) —la and gave in the name of Al 15 i and presented it
to the library of Mirza Chalabi h. Sultan Muhammad b. Sultan Bayazid (816-824)".
He further states**Haji Khalfa writes that this sy L1 i was composed by one
“Uthmani’ who versified it for Sultan Murad Khan b. Muhammad Khan (825-853).
Aqai Ighal goes on ‘It is clearly stated in the introduction to the hook that Muham-
mad Hanif versified it for Mirza Chalbi b. Sultan Muhammad”. But no mention of"
this statement is to be found in the introduction of the book in our hand. Haji
Khalfa too did not write the word “Uthmani™.  His words are: | ... okl s g
Caded 1 g Ol g ) e Olalll ol yoblsh g1 as J1 d1 Neither is theve any other
support of this, nor even the Mashhad MS has got it. I am of opinion that what
Aqai Igbal wrote about ), Jis 44 and its author is not based on sound reasons,

and therefore is not correct.

O.U.L. MS A fine and complete MS of a1, Jis,& exists in the Osmania

i University Library”, Hyderabad, Deccan. This was acquired in

1. Hadayi-qus-8ihr, Introduction. pp. ® =
2. 0. U. L. Pers. M8. No. 1330.
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~which contains 50 qit‘as, but it is identical with the one mentioned by Haji Khalfa
in the Kashf. '

The beginning of the preface is....uy §epiaanbl.... g ladlp da &a| s the text starts
“with @ |4£ls,cl::n sl

This MS was transcribed in the year A.H. 1098 at Zafarabad (Bidar!) by Mu-
Thammad Ja’far b. Muhammad Qasim Teherani.

MSS. mentioned in | Haji Khalfa, the famous Turkish bibliographer writes the title,
the Kasht. in the Kashfudh-dhunun?® as ,als 4ic He also praises ‘“the author
Rashidud-Din Watwat for compiling the concise book of verse,
which he started with the praise of God.”” He goes on, ‘‘The book was versified by
Rashidud Din Watwat in simple language comprising excellent voeabulary ; and was
presented to Sultan Murad b. Muh. Khan, while he was pursuing his studies,”’

This copy comprises 51 qit’as but 650 baits (ecouplets) and begins thus ¢ dor i A
61 GM’” the end is not mentioned ; and it has no date. ’

“The Astana Lib. Ms] 10 the Catalogue of Arabic and Persian MSS. in the Library of
the Astanai Radawiyya, Mashhad,® the name of the book is given
A3V a8 and it is stated that it was composed in Persian verse by the celeb-
rated poet Rashidud-Din Muhammad b. ’Abdul-Jalil Katib, known as Watwat
‘who died in A.H. 578.

as

Some mistakes regarding the book and the author are also to be found in the
catalogue of this library. '

The cataloguer Aqa Mirza Fadlullah Sabswari Mulla Bashi after praising Wat-
wat in a few sentences seems to contradict his own former statement when he says
“These pearllike verses were scattered, and Mawla Muh. Hanif collected and com-
piled them for Sultan Murad Khan b. Sultan Muhammad Khan ‘Uthmani’ while
compiled them for Sultan Murad Khan b.Bultan Muhammad Khan ‘Uthmani’ while
he was receiving his education.” He goes on, ‘‘Muhammad Hanif wrote the doxo-
logy and the preface from the introduction itself, and gave the name of the book as

FAREIER

The Cataloguer also commits a blunder when he further substitutes ‘‘the name
Ahmad’’ (as the author’s name) for Muh. Hanif, quoting Haji Khalfa. This is
quite wrong. Haji Khalfa never wrote that name. It is the mistake of the catalo-

1. Now it is known as Muhammadabad; and it is a district in Hyderabad Dominions.
2. Khasfu’z-Zunun Vol, P. 289, No, 8230. -

3. Cat. Ar. Pers. MSS. Astans. Lib Mashhad, Iran Vol. II, Serial No. 333, P- 19,.Lugha.t, No, 59.
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Murtad Moghul ibn ‘Ali Muhammad Khan (the title and name occur only on Fol.
Ia, not in the work itself)”’ This author’s name is not mentioned in any other copy
of the book. Possibly he may have been the copyist but surely not the author him-
self, as we shall prove later.

Itis also erroneously quoted in that catalogue that « ,al &!5,ic Was composed in
the first half of the ninth century of the Hijra, as it is described in Rieu, vol. I, p.
507”. The date given by Rieu is not of the composition of the book but that of the
reign of Sultan Muhammad. Rieu writes it in these words: “It( al skls yic) Was
intended as an offering to the library of Mirza Ulugh Beg Chalabi son of Sultan Mu-
hammad b. Bayazid b. Murad b. Urkhan b. ¢‘Uthman (i.e., Mubhammad I who reigued
from A.H. 816-824)’"". Moreover Watwat had passed away in A.H. 573, then how
could the book have been written by him ‘‘in the beginning of the ninth century of
the Hijra?”’

From the cataloguc of the Persian MSS in the India Office Li-
Ind. Off. M5. brary? we know that Fthe like Rieu is not certain about author,
as he says “It ( al shI5 4ic) was written by an author, who sty-
les himself Rashid-al-Din Watwati.

He also gives different names of the bookas ¢ ,al Julsse ¢ ol ! die ¢« al L lsddes bal
and quoting Rieu says ‘“The book was written between 816-824;’’ but this, as we have
said above, is wrong.

The India Office MS. is identical with the one in the Bodleian library ; both lack
preface and begin with the first qit’a. )k JLeT a£ Uy c'LJL:iI s laz | the end is not
mentioned ; and it has no date. Sl Bl 0313 sl

Ivanou in the Catalogue of the Persian MSS in the Library of the Asiatic So-
ciety of Bengal (1926)* has mentioned the title of the book as ! JLI5 = heisalso

doubtful about the name of the author and says ‘‘The author ealls himself Abdu’l-
Jalil[ 2] b. Rahiduddin|[?] al-Watwati.”

He further states that ‘“the author dedicated the book (f 2b) to the Turkish Sul-
tan Murad II{?] b Muhammad.....”

This copy of the book is slightly different from the one in the British Museum

1. Cat. Pers. M88. Brit Mus. Vol. II, p. 507, Add.26, 138. See also ‘‘ Turkey’’ by Lane Poole. pp. 74—84.

2, Cat Pers. M8S. Ind. Off. Lib. No. 2391. -

3. oIt means 31> 2,4 but all the catalogues of the European libraries write anly 55> which is :
not correct a8 <dl-! s an infinitive.

4. Cat. Pers. M8 8. Asia Soc. Bengal. (1926.) P. 382, No. 540.
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in availing ourselves of the opportunity thus offered of acquiring it. Perhaps the
scanty material at our disposal may not enable us to deal with this subject compre-
hensively, but we have tried to make the best use of the sources at our command.
Owing to the present world war it was not possible for us to obtain more material or
photographs of the manuseripts of the book from foreign countries. We could not
even horrow the MS of the book from the Asiatic Society of Bengal, owing, also, to
the war conditions prevailing in that province. We had, therefore, to rely on the
information we have been able to gather from the catalogues of the European,
Iranian and Indian libraries. Also we had to limmit ourselves to the only—but pro-
bably the best—MS of the book in the Osmania University Library that has already
been alluded to.

Correet title of the book is | The book  al J15 ie y aly JI> & is mentioned in different

)I:l 'S::.' e g s fes s Ecatalogues of European and other libraries with various titles
— and descriptions; but almost all of them (catalogues) contain
doubtful and erroncous information, as will be scen later on.

So far as is known there exist only six MSS of this bool: in the following libra-
ries:

Brit. Mus Me. EThore is a M'S of this work in the British Musecum Libraryl, and Ricu
" gives the title of it as a1 15,z 1leis doubtful about the author’s

name and writes ‘In a short prose preface the author who calls himsel £[¢ IR A ENEW. 3t

(3] blsb 8] ,#s Jdlae , (anamebearing asuspicious vesemblance to that of the eeleb-
rated poet, Rashidud-Din who died in A.'T. 578) says that this work consists of fifty
sections (qit’as) and 578 baits, and was intended as an offering to the Library of

Mirza Ulugh Beg Chalabi son of Sultan Muhammad b. ‘Uthman i.e,, Muhammad I,
who reigned from A.H. 816 to 824) .

This MS begins with & @U:” f,x?“:,,u!.lthe end is not given in the catalogue; and
it has no date. ) '

Badle. MS. |The Bodleian Catalogue of Persian MSS?is full of erroneous in-
formation about the author and the book. Fraser, in his article on | =15 yic Which

is entered in this catalogue states ‘It is an Arabic-Persian vocabulary in verse by

1. Cat. Pers. MSS. Brit. Mus. Vol. II, p. 507, Add. 26,138.
2. Bodleian Lib. Cat. Pers. MSS. No. 1676, page 993.
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BY

RASHIDU'D-DIN MUHAMMAD B. MUHAMMAD B. ‘ABDPU'L-JALIL,
*Umari, al Katib, al-Balkhi.
known us Rashid-e-Watwat ( A. H. 573=1177 4. D. )

By
Q. S. KALIMULLAH HUSAINI,

It is an undeniable fact that Persian Litevature suffered great losses by the
Mongol invasion of Persia. The woriss that survived the eatastrophe are very rare,
and for the most part, very valuable. Among these is Al sz y al s )5 & by

tashidu’d-Din Watwat b. ¢ Abdu’l-Jalil ‘Umanril, al-Katib, al-Balkhi2, who lived in
the reign of Sultan Sanjar Saljuqi, and his patrons were Abu’l-Muzaffar Alaud-
Dawla Atsiz, Khwarazmshah, his son Acl Arsalan and grandson Takash. ITe held
the office of Royal Scribe during the reign of these rulers, from AL 522-568~ 1128-
1172 A.D,, and died in the year AL 573 - 1177 A.D.5 Watwat was one of the greatest
pocts and authors of his time, and wrote hooks on different subjects, such as, philo-
sophy, rhetorie, lexicography ete.  One of his works written on rhetorie has been
edited and published by Aqai ‘Abbas Igbal Ashtiani of Teheran University.

Another of Rashidu’d-Din Watwat’s works is a! s+1343e 9 81 4 ;15,5 which, though
small in volume, is important and valuable as regards its subjeet-matter-the Arabic-
Persian vocabulary. TIts importance also liesin the fact that it was especially written
by Watwat for dedication to the Turkish Prince Murad b. Sultan Muhammad I
(who reigned from AL 816-824=1413-1421 A.D.) while he was pursuing his stu-
dics.

. For a long time we had been eagerly in search of the book and when the Osma-
nia University Inckily secured a n apparently authoritative MS, of it, we lost no time

1. Fﬁr 'h-is biography ;{nd works, see Introduction to Iadayiqus-Sihr, edited by ‘Abbas Igbal Ashtiani, Tehe-
ran, 1930.

2. Rashid-i-Watwat was a native of Balkh, and not of Bukhara, as is mentioned by Abu’l-Hasan Bayhaqi
in Tatimmah Siwan al-Hikma (f. 39b). Bee Introduction to Hadayiqus-8ihr, p. 7; Mujamul >-Udaba, Vol.
VII, p. 91; Tarikh-i-Jahangusha-i-Juwaini, Vol. II. p. 11; Tadhkira-i-Dawlatshah p, 72 ete.

3. According to Shihabu’d-Din Yaqut, Haji Khalfa, Khwansari and Jalalu’d-Din Suyuti Watwat’s death
occured, in A.H. 5§73 = 1177 A.D. wheress Dawlatshah and Amin Ahmad Razi give the date as A.H,
578 . 1182 A.D. Yaqut lived some 50 years after Watwat, and he is usually careful with regard to the
facts and dates written in the Mu‘jamul-Udaba; Haji Khalfa, contrary to Dawlatshah, is famous for his
accuracy and correctness. We, therefore, assume the date A.H. 573 == 1177 A.D. as correct.
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drama as it reflects the sentiments of the contemporary society. True that our drama
has moved so far in the limited arena of social problems and the patriotic urge. Soon
it may outgrow its limitations and draw its waters from the wide ocean of universal
movements and elemental feelings. The Ibsenian type of drama with its psycholo-
gical study and revolutionary idealism is becoming popular with the younger genera-
tion. Here is an indication in which way the wind may blow in the future. Not
a little of the eminent success of the Telugu drama on the stage is due to our talen-
ted actors. The Andhras can boast of a noble galaxy of actors like Sthanam Nar-
simha Rao, D. V. Subba Rao and Bellary Raghavachari. The Last mentioned, Mr.
Raghavachari is an actor of continental reputation and won the approbation of King
George V by his superb skill in Shakespearian acting.
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nautch women. Chintamani, the cultured dancing woman, is impelled on by her wick-
ed mother to obtain new suitors and amass money. There is still a last gleam of self-
respect flickering in Chintamani. Through her ruined suitor Bhavani Shankar she
came to know Bilva Mangal, the hero. He was a well-to-do and highly educated
young man, married to an equally learned wife. Chintamani falls-in love with
Bilva Mangal and by an intensive practice of her arts of seduction captures the heart
of Bilva Mangal. The poison entered his soul; he left an aged father, neglected
and spurned a virtuous wife and lived only for his fair enchantress. The fall of
Bilva Mangal was thorough. On a fell stormy night he ran to his mistress crossing
the river, swimming with the help of a corpse which was none but that of his own
wedded wife. Chintamani recoiled at his fall; her soul rebelled against her sinful
life. She renounced life altogether and became a Sanyasini. Bilva Mangal also
turned his eyes inwards and ended by becoming a devotee of the Lord. The whole
drama is an example of excellent construction of plot. To add interest to the main
theme, the poet introduced other victims of Chintamani who had each a doleful story
to tell. Both these incidents have been cleverly woven into the main plot.

Mr. Narayan Rao’s drama of Varavikrayam is also highly p‘opular and is now
the subject of a cinema picture also. He draws attention to the evil of dowry which
is rampant in society. The system of early marriage coupled with the evil of dowry
has led to many a sad tragedy in social life. Kalindi’s father objects to dowry but
he had no other go if he had to marry her. Kalindi is an educated and sensible girl.
She felt that on account of her, her father was obliged to stake his all and ruin him-
self economically. She decided to sacrifice herself to this evil of dowry and fell in-
to a well and died. But her father’s troubles did not end there. The Shylock, to
whose son Kalindi was betrothed, refused to release the father of Kalindi from
their original contract. So Kalindi’s younger sister Kamala was married to the son
of the old man. But Kamala was a sharp girl. She refused to go to her father-in-
law’s house. She argued that since a heavy money was paid to the bridegroom on"
account of her, she was the buyer and he was the bought, she should be the master and
he the servant, and just as property should go to the rightful owner, her husband,
who was no better than an article purchased for value, should wait on her. The
court agreed to her contention and the drama ends happily.

Such in broad outlines is the dramatic activity in Telugu literature. Time and
space prevent me from going into an account of the development of the Telugu stage
or the history of the histrionic movement. Competent observers have expressed
the opinion that the Telugu stage represents the acme of the South Indian theatre:
Telugu drama is realistic and modern in outlook.- The passion for mystery and mi»
racle plays has gone by, If literature isa crltmxsm of life we ﬂnd it in Telugq.
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great soul who rejected a kingdom that came to him unasked, Lakshmana, the impul-
sive warrior, have all been drawn with great precision and individual attention.

The drama of Vipranarayana Charitra is a noble example of the poet’s skill in
character delineation. Vipranarayana was an innocent saint. A nautch woman named
Deva Devi conceived the evil project of tempting the saint into sin. With consu-
mate cunning she proceeded to win his attention and for this purpose she became
the pupil of the saint. Passion, which is all conquering, over comes the saint also
sometimes. Vipranarayana was on the downward road to the abyss. But the ways
of God are wonderful. He knows how tosave his true sons. Deva Devi was sud-
denly seized with holy repulsion at her own wiles. She gave up her perverse purpose
in time to spare the saint an actual fall. Vipranarayana vealised his momentary
lapse and Deva Devi too became a true devotee of God. The whole drama is tense
with interest, the action moves like a storm raging and raging till it blows over.
The Prachandachanakyam of Mr. Rao is a tragedy. The theme of the drama is
the bloody revenge that Chanakya took upon the family of the Nandas for having
grossly insulted him. Chanakya was the great ancient minister who was responsi-
ble for the glory of the empire of Chandragupta Maurya. He was a brilliant
statesman, though revengeful. The Sanskrit drama of Mudra-Rakshasa reveals the
constructive side of his Machiavellian statesmanship. Prachanda-Chanakyam re-
veals him in his most destructive and furious mood. The plot is all the creation of
Mr. Rao and displays his mastery in developing his theme. Perhaps the sweetest of
Mr. Rao’s dramas is his Radha Krishna. It is highly lyrical and devotional. The
story of Radha and Lord Sri Krishna is considered to be a symbolic representation
of the yearning of the human soul for the Eternal. But in course of timed the story
became overlaid with much amorous stuff. 'What was intended to be sublime became
vulgar and ridiculous. Mr. Rao gave the lie to this by his superb presentation of the
best in the tradition of Radha and Krishna. Radha says that she did not love
Krishna, the ruler of Dwaraka, the King with wealth and pomp, but she loved Sri
Krishna, the shephered lad of Mathura, whose divine notes on his lute enchanted her
soul. The love of Radha for Lord Krishna is not of the ordinary worldly type; it is
ethereal, sublimely poetical and intensely devotional.

Another dramatist who is universally popular was Mr. Kallakuri Nara-
yan Rao. He had the genius to lay his finger on the sore spots of society;
he had the good sense to laugh at them with the multitude. He had a gentle
humour and he knew the pulse of the public as profoundly. His drama of
Chintamani is played from hundreds of platforms, cultured and rustic but is yet
always in demand. The poet dealt with the social consequences of the presence of
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the modern university education and drank deep at the fountains of English langu~
age and western culture. He tried to reconstruct Telugu drama according to ra-

tional principles of dramatic criticism and practised what he preached. Firstly he-
advocated the cause of tragedy in Telugu drama and argued that an enforced happy
ending not uncommon even in classical drama of a really tragic story was a violation
of the elementary facts of human life. Nowhere do we see in life that virtue always.
triuamphs, nor that vice is invariably defeated. The tragic end to a great career is-
as common as a happy eonsummation. Hence he suggested that writers should not
fight shy of breaking the traditional canons of dramatic criticism by writing tragic

dramas. As to the place of poetry in drama, Mr. Rao was of opinion that only one-
type of versification would be admissible in drama. The poetry in drama must be

such that it is almost like prose, so that it may not mar the spirit of realism that is.
the essence of drama. Therefore, he advoeated the use of the simplest type of metre,.
the Tetagiti or Ataveladi. His idea was that these meters run like blank verse in En--
glish without obtruding on the realistic atmosphere of the drama. He thoroughly

disapproved of elaborate music of the opera nature in drama and his strictures.
against those who erred on this side were well-known.  Even the grand-father of

Telugu drama D. Krishnamachary came in for criticism at the hands of Mr. Rao for

what he considered very bad taste in making Sarangadhara burst into musical dia-
logue on his death bed. Mr. Rao was alsoa pitiless critic of these hack writers and
stage managers who descended to the low taste of the multitude and mutilated dra-
mas at their convenience. To these critical faculties he combined a high creative:
genius and inexhaustible humour. As a humorist he stood in the front rank. His.
humour was a double edged weapon. Sometimes it makes the audience roar with

laughter at other times it lashes the opponent and the mediocre writer. Above all
he was one of the few dramatists who understood the principles of characterisation

and it is no exaggeration to say that he gave us more individual characters in his.
dramas than many others put together.

Among his lighter dramas may be mentioned the Kanthabharanamu. Herein
Mr. Rao’s humourous faculties are displayed to the best. The poet drew the carica-
ture of an orthodox Brahmin who in his zeal for ritual had gone to the absurd length
of making detailed provisions for the apt performance of burial rights for himself’
and his wife alive. The character of Subbi Setti, a Vaisya, is excellently drawn and
evokes peals of laughter. The close fisted Banya performs a ceremony on coniplet-
ing his 60th birthday and the scene has no parallel for its great and inoffensive hu-
mour. Coming to Mr. Rao’s great dramas, Paduka Pattabhishekam deserves very
high praise. The author was a devotee of Sri Rama and had a noble veneration
for the ideals of the hero. The renunciation and gentleness of Sri Rama, the strug-
gle between good and evil in Kaikeyi, Bharata, the ideal younger brother, the trusted.
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‘the realm. Perigadu soon began to feel as if he was the monarch. Poets and mu-

sicians vied for his patronage. He was athis wit's end to know what to do with them,
But soon he fell from his momentary kingship and had to return to his old profession.

- Having lived a regal life he could not easily bring himself back to his humble life and a
humbler wife. Perigadu is one of the rave ereations of Telugu drama. Though Ven-
kataraya Sarstry was a classicist in outlook and was opposed to the use of the spoken
.dialect he set the fashion for using spoken dialect in the case of low characters. The
Sanskrit dramatists used Prakrit in the case of low characters and Venkataraya Sas-
“try adopted the above method.

Another type of popular drama is the heroic play which is based on epics like the
‘Mahabharata and Ramayana. One who is not familiar with Indian tastes may
wonder why playwrights are not tired of these themes which must have become
threadbare. But there is the literary cannon that a hero lends dignity to the work in
‘which he figures. Both authors and audiences have a perennial veneration for the
mythical heroes. of the numerous dramatists who have written heroic plays the names
-of Tirupathi Venkata Kavulu stand preeminent. They composed the whole story
-of Mahabharata into five noble dramas. The drama of Pandava Vijayam repre-
.sents the peak of their effort. Pandava Vijayam isone of the greatest of tragedies,
-all but in name. Suyodhana, the opponent of the Pandava brothers is a mighty
tragic figure. He fights a losing battle but his indomitable courage and self-esteem
never forsake him even to the end. If the poet closed the drama with the fall of
Suyodhana, it would have been a fitting end to a great tragic story. But Tirupati
Venkata Kavulu belonged to the classical school of our dramatists and they could not
admit a tragic ending to a play. Thus the drama ends with the coronation of Yu-
.dhishtira. The poets are great masters of style and their sentiments are
.always mnoble. The poetry of these dramas is universally popular. Some
.eritiecs think that an excess of versification is a  drawback in a drama
meant for the stage and point out that the works of Tirupati Kavulu
.suffer from this defect. Mr. Ch. Lakshmi Narsimham is another great adept in
-dramatising Puranic stories. He is a versatile genius and has earned the title of
“¢ Andhra Scott’’ for his novels. His dramas Gayopakhyanam and Prasanna Yada-
vam are models of their kind. They present epic storles as if they were the happen-
“ings of yesterday and abound in gentle humour,

If there was one dramatist who was a conscious artist who attempted drama for
“its own sake and did not make it the vehicle of his message to the world, it was
Panuganti Lakshmi Narasimha Rao. He was a strange mixture of a genius and
mediocre rolled into one. Sometimes he sinks to the depths of bad taste as in his
ddrama Ratistambhamu but often times heis on the heights. He was a product ,Qf
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jeets, social reform and literary reform expressed themselves in his drama “Kany-
asulkam’. Tt was the first social drama in Telugu. In the generation
of Apparao the evil custom of making money out of young brides by
marrying them to the highest bidder was prevalent and accounted for
many a social tragedy. Apparao raisad his voice against this noxious custom.
And incidentally he laid his finger on similar social evils like the nautch system, the
plight of young widows, the heartlessness of society and its fantastic conventions.
The orthodox people with all their hoary past were a cupid lot. Custom ground down
everybody. To make confusion worse confounded, there arose a new set of people,
the products of western education who ill-fitted into the old society. These people
typified by Girisham the leading character of Kanyasulkam, were a funny lot with
their strange speech mixed up with English and Telugu words, with a foreign out-
look on religion and custom, with their vulgar habits. Being an imitation of the
white man at his worst, these University young men looked upon the older generation
as cranks while the orthodox looked upon them with contempt as strangers in their
own land. Apparao introduced another interesting character into his drama, Ma-
dhuravani, anautch woman. Pitiable asher profession was, Madhuravani had this
grace that she meant what she said.  She turned over a new leaf in the end and the
poet secmis to suggest that nauteh women could surely be reformed.  Kanyasulkam
has a perennial interest. One praiseworthy feature of the drama is its excellent hu-
mour which was so far new to Telugu literature. Veerasalingam was content with
satire. Apparaoisa cunning artist. e can laugh and make us laugh. His Givi-
sham, the pscudo-University produet, the pompous ** Napoleon of anti-nautech’, has
become a hye-word in Telugu homes.

The passion for social reform goes hand in hand with an intense patriotic out-
look on the part of the modern generation of Andhras and this outlook expressed
itself in the drama also. Amongst patriotic dramas the Pratapa Rudriyam of V.
Venkatrayva Sastry towers aloft. He was one of the greatest scholars of the last
generation. This he coupled with a creative imagination of a high order. He chose
his theme from history-cum-tradition. The drama deals with the capture of King
Prataparudra of Warangal by the Delhi Generals by guile and the liberation of the
Iing by the great Minister Yugandhara. History is silent about this great Minister.
Possibly Yugandhara was only a title of the renowned Minister Sivadevayya of Wa-
rangal. Yugandhara entered Delhi in the guise of a mad man and outwitted the
Sultan and his ministers and got his master released from captivity. The drama is
surging with patriotic feeling. It hasa great hold on Telugu audiences. Venkata-
raya Sastry is a consumate humorist and of this he gave evidence in the creation of
the character of Perigadu, the washerman. Now, Yugandhara chose him to perso- '
nate the King Prataparudra who was in captivity, lest there should be confusion in
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tri is yet another of his great creations that has endeared itself to millions of Andras.
The very mention of Damayanti and Savitri the great ideals of Indian womanhood
bring tears to the eyes of ladies.

Krishnamachary’s masterpiece is his Vishada Sarangadhara, the sad and tragic
story of Sarangadhara. Sarangadhara according to tradition was the son of King
Raja Narendra, the patron of Nannaya. IHistory does not corroborate this. The
story goes that King Raja Narendra wanted to marry his son and sent
for the photoes of several princesses. Amongst them was one princess
Chitrangi, who was a paragon of beauty. She was given to understand that she
would marry Sarangadhara but the old king on seeing the charm of the princess de-
cided to marry her himself. Greatly against her will Chitrangi was wedded to the
old king and Sarangadhara married another princess. T'he stage was set for tra-
gic happenings.  Chitrangi passionately adored her lover Sarangadhara and pined
in her soul for him. One day the old king went out for a long hunt. Storms were
blowing in the heart of Chitrangi. She wanted to have Sarangadhara, sin or no sin.
As fates would have it, the prince was playing with pigeons and as his pigeon flew
into the palace of Chitrangi he walked into his doom. Here the dramatist created
the great seene of Chitrangi tempting Sarangadhara toaccept herlove. The prince
was shocked. Not all the passion of a charming princess, the solitude, her tears,
entreaties, love advances, or threats, would move the rock-like fortitude of Saranga-
dhara. When Chitrangi found that her passion was wasted on him, the tiger in her
woke up and she vowed vengenance on him. The old King returned and Chitrangi
contrived a story that his son ravaged her in her own palace. The King was all
wrath. Sarangadhara was tried in a court. He refused to defend himself lest in
the process he should reveal the folly of Chitrangi who being his father’s (second)
wife was as good as a mother. He was condemned to death. On hearing the scn-
tance the passionate heart of Chitrangi broke. She could not bear the agony and the
truth slowly dawned on the king. It wastoo late. The sentence was executed on
Sarangadhara. The King condemned Chitrangi to death.

Krishnamachary was the first tragedian in Telugu and a successful one too.
The character of Chitrangi has been wonderfully delineated, a woman profound in
love, proud in nature, like Clytemnestra in hatred and revengeful purpose.

This dramatie outburst was not confined to any one part of the Andhra Desa.
There arose in the court of Vizianagaram a great modern writer, the late G. Appa-
rao. He was the counterpart of Veeresalingam Pantulu in his zeal for social re-
form. He was also a breaker of conventions. He felt that the awakened genius of
the people could not freely express itself as long as the Telugu literary dialect was
chained to classic models and rigid, stilted grammar. He wanted to popularise the
‘use of the spoken dialect for purposes of literary composition. Thus his twin ob-
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drama he never moralised nor did he indulge in writing epilogues to stress the lessons:
of his drama as some others did. The dramas of Prahlada and IHarishchandra are

as austerc and hig-pitched as the Agamemnon of Aeschylus or Oedipus the-
King of Sophocles. Hiranya Kashipuof the drama of Prahlada was a hater of

Lord Vishnu as Satan of the Lord of Heaven. The poet conceived him as a truly-
tragic chavacter. The hwnan traits of Hiranya Kashipu, his love of his Queen Lila--
vati and tender affection for his young son, I’rahlada, arc well contrasted with his-
inveterate hatred for Vishnu. Veeresalingam’s Harishchandra is a rock-like cha-

racter 1n his inflexible devotion to truth. ITe would sacrifice a ecrown and kingdom,

sacrifice his wife and only son, sacrifice himself rather then break his plighted word.

Oedipus of Sophocles drove headlong to the precipice of truth unconsciously where-

from he was hurled down the abyss; Harischandra consciously entered the fire of"
truth and came unscathed.

While Veeresalingam was creating realistic drama with classical themes at
Rajamundry, two dramatists of note from Bellary began to enrich Telugu dra-
matic literature. K. Sreenivas Rao and D. Ramakrishnamachary were actors and’
dramatists al the same time. They both ran their own theatres and staged their
dramas. K. Sreenivasarao wrote nearly thirty dvamas. e was a conservative in
outlook and adhered to the canons of drama closely. He was perhaps the first
writer to dramatise history. His drama Sultana Chand Bibi presents the-
nobility and heroism of that famous Queen (‘'hand Bibi of Bijapur and Ahmadna-
gar. Her popularity and love of justice are well brought out. K. Sreenivasa Rao-
similarly dealt with the histories of Flarsha Vardhaua, Siladitya and Akbar. Yet
the palm of glory fell to his brother dramatist D. Krishnamachary who was acclaim-
ed by Andhras as Andhra Nataka Pitamaha, the grandfather of Telugu drama.
Peddana enjoyed this proud title “‘grand father of Telugu poetry’ in the days of
Emperor Krishna Deva Raya. Krishnamachary was undoubtedly a consummate-
artist. He too wrote more than thirty dramas. Being an actor by himself he un-
derstood the tastes of his audience well. In order to please them he had some times.
to go beyond the strictest canons of dramaturgy. Knowing that the Telugu audien-
ces liked musie on the stage he included many songs in his dramas. Sowme erities.
took exception to the presence of verses in dramas, and much more so to songs and
pointed out that it was not true to life. When people speak or when they express-
their innermost feclings and passions they do not burst into poetry or song. The:
dramas of Krishnamachary are universally popular on the Telugu stage. His.
¢“Chitranaliyam’’ which depicts the story of Nala and Damayanti is a model of tra-
gi-comedy. The morning of the early life of Nala and Damayanti is placed in con-
trast to the tragic noon of their life with its soul-stirring trials and yet it ends in a.
mellow evening. His Savitri Chitrasvam dealing with the ideal character of Savi--



“thade to appear on a curtain. The pictures are manipulated and the dialogue i&
-conducted from behind the curtain. There is much movement and bustle, tense
:gituations, hair-raising battle fronts and other stunts. A strange character called
Grandhar: is introduced in order to supply a lot of rough fun and laughter.

The advent of the British in India and the consequent opening of theatres on
western lines in Calcutta revived the memories of Indians about the dramatic art.
Bengal was the first to be affected by this revival. The northern Indian peripatetic
‘dramatic companies toured even South India and the South also was affected by the
impulse for dramatie creation. Telugu scholars and writers eagerly set themselves
to supply the long felt need of dramatic literature in Telugu. True to the tradition
of ancient masters like Nannaya, they turned their attention to classical Sanskrit
drama. Shakuntala of Kalidasa was the first to be translated. Several scholars
like Rao Bahadur Veeresalingam, V. Venkataraya Sastry, V. Subbarayudu attemp-
ted the translation of Kalidasa’s masterpiece and each attained a high degree of
precision in presenting the genius of the Sanskrit poet to the Telugu audience. The
ball was set in motion and it knows no rest to the present day. The zeal for trans-
lation ran over the whole gamut of Sanskiit drama and one after another the best
dramas of Sanskrit were rendered into Telugu.  The last of the great classicists, the
Tirupati Venkata Kavulu put the coping stone on the arch by translating Mricha-
katika, Mudra Rakshasa and others. Amvongst translations {rom other languages
mention may be made of the services of Mr. Sripada Kameshwarrao. The Bengali
dramas of Dwijendra Lal Roy and some of the masterpieces from Hindi and Marathi
were done into Telugu by him.

-

But the genius of the Telugu drama is to be seen only in the original contribution
of our dramatists. And hercin they have been certainly prolific though time alone
is the truest touchstone. Rao Bahadur Veeresalingam who is the leader of the mod-
ern Tclugu reniassance set the fashion for original drama in Telugu. He chose
classical themes for his dramas, the themes that were most popular with the Telugu
audiences of his generation. He wrote the dramas of Prahlada, Harishchandra and
others. The Vidhi Natakas of those days also dealt with the same stories. Veere-
salingam’s aimn must have been to purge these great themes of the crust of vulgar re-
presentation and ecrude fun and to present them in pristine purity and

-austerity of purpose so that the audiences may learn great lessons from
them. Veeresalingam abhorred conventions which did not appeal to his
realistic mind. By and by he became more and more an iconoclast in spirit.
He thought that music had only a minor place in high serious drama and therefore
avoided songs in his dramas. They were mostly written in prose with a verse here
-and there. He gave up the Sanskrit convention of writing a ‘“‘prastavana’’ or pro-
logue to the drama. Though his purpose was to infuse a strong moral tone into the
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But the dramatic instinct of the people was not dead dyring all these centuries.
The village public built for themselves a sort of improvised drama of a simple and
crude variety. We have evidence of thistendency in the many forms of country
drama prevalent amongst the Telugu people. The ‘‘Vidhi Nataka’ otherwise
known as “Kridabhiramam’’ of Poet Srinatha is an illustration of this popular
type of drama. Literally ‘“Vidhi”’ means a drama which runs like the street. Evi-
dently it was meant to cater to the taste of the street-goer. 1t consists of one or two
actors and deals with the erotic sentiment. In ‘‘Kridabhiramam’’ the poet drew
a highly interesting and realistic picture of the life of Warangal in his days.

Another type of popular drama was the ‘“Yakshagana’. It was also known as
“Prakrita Nataka’ meaning therby the drama of the populace or country drama
as opposcd to the high canons of the Sanskrit drama. The ““Yakshagana’’ consists
of a dialogue in prose and verse. Besides there is much of descriptive matter as in
the ““Prabandha’. Presumably this portion will have to be recited by a personage
who is like the chorus in the Greek drama. This type of drama seems to have become
popular even with the cultured society. We find that a lady named “Rangajamma’?
composed the “Mannaru-Das Vilasa Natakam”.  “Rangajamma” called herself the
wife of Prince Vijaya Raghava Nayaka of Tanjore and the drama was composed
about 1660. There is no story interest in the ““Yakshagana”, It only purports to
eulogise the King, her hushand. One interesting feature about this type of drama
1s that it contains some humour and it depicts the customs and manners of the day.
Some scholars think that during the daysof the Nayaka Kings of Tanjore a kind
of theatre existed in the royal palace where the Yakshaganas were staged. Though
the Yakshaganas of the court seem to have degenerated into the models of Roman-
tic Kavya then prevalent, with slender plots and much artificial poetry, the real
Yakshaganas of the people were really dramatic pieces with much vigour and senti-
ment. Generally stories from Puranas were scleeted by the poets for their themes,
like the story of Prahlada, Ramayana or Mahabharata and the poetry and dialogue
were full of life and humour.

Till very recently, Vidhi Bhagavatham and Tolu Bommalu (leather puppets)
supplied to the country side all the dramatic entertainment it required. The
Vidhi Bhagavatham was in the repertoire of the nautch women. They presented
the love of Krishna and Satyabhama with claborate dance and musie, The Kuchi-
pudi Bhagavathulu, the dance masters of Kuchipudi are supposed to be the sole and
profound exponents of this type of performance. The indigenous art of dancing
is still kept alive by them against adds anl the apathy of the publie. The Tolu Bom-
malu is a performance dear to the heart of the villager. It has the touch of our mod-
ern cinema of the movie veriety. Great stories like Ramayana and Mahabharata
are seized upon. Leather pictures are made of the dramatic personnel and they are
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Drama in Telugu literature is a creation of the modern age. Unlike poetry
which had many centuries and great names behind it, the drama, prose, novel and
short story are of recent origin and whatever credit is due for them is due to the
genmus of the modern Telugu writers. The question will naturally be asked ‘why is
this phenomenon?’ One thing may be remembered. This is not peculiar to Telugu
literature only. All modern Indian languages present the same features. Whether
in Bengali, Marathi, Hindi or Tamil, the drama is of rccent development. The same
predominance of poetry, the same absence, or minor role played by prose, the com-
plete absence of dramatic literature are among the universal tendencies of many mod-
ern Indian languages. This is enough to establish the cultural parallelism of the
different peoples inhabiting India widely as they differ in geographical position and
language.

We know pretty well that all these languages drank deep at the common
fountain-head of Indian culture, the Sanskrit literature. Dramatic literature
reached a high water-mark of excellence in Sanskrit. Sanskrit poetry was adap-
ted into all these languages, epics were translated, but singularly enough, Sanskrit
drama was not transplanted. As far as Telugu literature is concerned we find .
that at the end of the classical period and on the threshold of the Romantic Move-
ment led by Peddana, Telugu poets turned their attention to the dramatic com-
positions of Sanskrit. The field of Sanskrit Puranas and Kavyas was fairly

-fully harvested by that time. Poets looked out for something new which they could
bring into Telugu with advantage from Sanskrit.. Some of them hit upon drama
but strangely enough they converted Sanskrit dramas into Telugu Kavyas and not
Telugu dramas.

Poet Pina Virabhadra adaptedKalidasa’s Shakuntala into a Telugu Pra-
bandha. The drama ‘‘Prabodhachandrodaya’ of Krishna Misra was done into a
Telugu ‘Prabandha’ by poets Nandi Mallaya and Ghanta Singaya. There were
others who followed this method. How can we account for this tendency and the
consequent eschewing of the dramatic form. For one thing we might assume that
though Sanskrit dramas were handed on from generation to generation, the ancient
theatre was dead for centuries and people had no memory of it. The drama with-
out a theatre was like a soul without the body. Until the Indian public came into
contact with the theatre of the west in the last century, drama remained in the closet
and was not resuscitated.
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Some crities regard the beauty of the Fourth Act as too delicate to be produced
on the stage and therefore in their opinion it is undramatic. This misunderstand--
ing has arisen simply because Sanskrit dramas are no more played on the stage.
In other words we can say that the scenesof the Fourth Act are so exquistely ten--
der that it appears almost impossible to bring them into play on the stage. In fact:
their fascinating delicacy will be realised and appreciated more when they are aptly
represented on stage. There is no doubt that if this drama is produced properly on
the stage, it will evoke such emotional and imaginative delight as will scarecely
find a parallel even in this age when the histrionic art has been so perfected as never
before.
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““Whatever at first I regard as my love—in an instant it proves to be otherwise.
Therefore I feel reluctant to open my eyes all at once as this ethereal touch makes
me to believe that at last I have found my beloved.”’

This reminds us of a beautiful Doha of Kabir, a great mystic poet of Hindi
‘wriften perhaps in similar circumstances:

“ g ¥ o R, S R s |
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“I found my lord in a dream. It awakened me from my deep slumber.
Now I feel afraid to open my eyes, lest it may turn out to be a dream.’”

Gradually he opens his eyes and in this gradual opening of the eyes there is a
pleasure which becomes doubly more intense as we feel it. The whole situation sha-
dows forth a charm which only Kalidasa could create. As the creeper receives the
touch of *“ w7 - wfr 7’ the ‘‘the Re-union-jewel”” she at once regains her former
form and when PPururava opens his eyes he finds Urvashi standing before him like
a sweet dream changed into a delightful reality. After a brief discussion the veil
of the mystery is lifted and they come to be acquainted with the true facts. In this
way their lost joys and hopes return and their interest in life is revived. Urvashi
wears that union-jewel on her forehead, and it lends a new charm to her superb
loveliness.

In the TFifth Act the poet brings about the union of the king with his son Ayu,
born of Urvashi. Ever since he was born, he was placed at an Ashram under the seru-
pulous care of some distinguished lady ascetics. As Indra had allowed Urvashi
to remain with Pururava till he saw an offspring from her, Urvashi never lets Iuru-
rava know any thing about the child. It is a matter of no less wonder than of de-
light when the secret is revealed to the king. The poct creates conditions where—
in Ayu cannot be allowed to live in the Ashram and so perforce is brought back to
the royal palace. Now the time arrives when Urvashi with a heavy heart and
against her wishes sets about to bid farewell to Pururava and to fly up to heaven.
The king contemplates to retire into forests as without Urvashi he does not seem
‘to have any interest in his life and kingdom. In the mean-time Narada comes
-down from heaven with a message from Indra, announcing that the latter permitted
Urvashi to remain with Pururava as long as he lived. Awidst happy scenes the
young prince—Ayu is installed as the Heir-apparent. In this way the cherished
-desires of Pururava and Urvashi bear happy fruit and here the drama draws to a
-close.
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Urvashi, showering a volley of sharp arrows from his bow drawn to it utmost length
but soon he realises his whimsical mistake. As all his thoughts are centred on
Urvashi he sees nothing but Urvashi first in everything that presents itself before
him only to discover later that it was but a happy illusion of his own wishful think-
ing. His elaborate searches—one after another—prove to be nothing but wistful
delusions and deriding will—o’ the wisps but undaunted and undismayed by his
sad failures he goes on struggling with his fate to achieve his object. In his fantas-
tic and visionary mood he finds every object bearing a very close resemblance in
its appearance to Urvashi and therefore he talks with it in the most free and fami-
liar terms. His questions, guessed answers, remarks, ravings, illusions and visions
while they tell their own interesting tale—bring forth a beauty which is pictures-
qucly delicate. In the resounding echo—emerging out of the caves of a mountain—
the poet has skilfully used such words as make both a question and an answer. As
he sees a mountain river he takes it at once to be his Urvashi and gives vent to his
thoughts and feelings in the following words:

“ qegawa gk,
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‘‘Knitting its eye-brows in the form of ripples, wearing the girdle of the row of the
agitated birds dragging along its foamy garment loosened on account of anger and

confusion—as it meanders—revolving my fault repeatedly, I think thisis without any
doubt the same indignant Urvashi transformed into this river.”’

But second thoughts bring home to him that it must be truly a river for Urvashi
will never proceed towards the sea—abandoning Pururava. At long last he pro-
cures ‘@R -afr’’ —a  jewel that is sure to bring union with one’s belov-
cd in a very short time. With this jewel in his hand—he approaches the same cree-
per into which Urvashi was transformed. As he looks attentively at the creeper
the idea flashes across his mind that it must be his real Urvashi. He goes and em-
braces it fondly and experiences the same thrilling delight which he felt when he
used to be folded in her arms. He feels so much transported with joy that he shuts
his eyes and does not wish to open thew again for he is afraid that this also may

turn out to be a fantastic delusion, robbing him of the life- -giving pleasure He
says in that joyful strain:

“ gady geraw Bt wf
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‘Act.—I feel the living presence of the poet. In no work of Kalidasa, do we experience
the touch of his entertaining personality so closely as in the Fourth Act of this play.
Undoubtedly this is an outstanding landmark of the achievements in the domain both
of drama and poetry. Hamboldt, a great German orientalist has rightly remarked:
““The scene in the forest, which he introduced in-the drama of Vikrama and Urvashi,
is one of the most beautiful and poetical productions which has appeared in any
time.”’

Pururava and Urvashi are gone to ‘“‘Gandharva-Madana-Vana’ to enjoy
their honeymoon and there in the joyful surroundings of the most pleasant forest
scenery they devote every minute of their precious time to the enjoyment of various
sorts of love-sports. Ior the consummate enjoyment of youth it is necessary to go
to places where everything presents a spectacle of overflowing joy and beauty,
where the whole atmosphere seems to be breathing an air of immortal hopes and
youthful pleasures. There one day while both of them are playing mirthfully on
the sandy banks of Mandakini—the eyesof the king are diverted, as a Vidyadhari
—daughter of a demigod appears on the scene. She sports by raising hillocks of
sand. The king fixes his eyes on her sweet face appreciatively for some time and
this causes great resentment in the heart of Urvashi. She becomes blind with jealousy.
The king offers many explanations and apologies but Urvashi is not in a mood to
listen to them. The king 1s unable to reconcile her. In blind anger-—she leaves the
place disdainfully and enters that portion of the forest which was ealled as “Kumar-
Vana”’. Kumar Kartikaya had laid down a rule that no woman should enter that pait
of the forest and if any woman transgressing the rule did so she would at once
be transformed into a creeper.  Assoon as Urvashi enters that part of the forest—
she gets transformed into a creeper and becomes fixed on the borders of the forest.
The king bewildered and dismayed begins to wander like a forlorn wind in a stormy

‘night in the forest in order to look about for her. In the mean-time the sky beeomes
darkened with heavy clouds and it begins to rain. Dururava is at his wit’s end
and while everything that comes before him, promises to let him know
about her, it does not provide any clue of her. This renders him utterly eon-
fused and half-witted and dark clouds and sharp rain send him into a fearful fit of
stark madness. It is inconceivable to him that Urvashi could ever desert him.
In pouring rain, in his queer dress, talking wildly he wanders day and night in the
forest from one place to another. To a cockoo, swan, bee, deer, elephant, moun-
tain, cloud, river and everything that he comes across, he puts only one question in
a very pathetic manner. ‘‘Do you know any thing about my Urvashi”’.

He beholds in front of him a cloud rising from the high peaks of a moun-
tain resplendent with a streak of lightning and a rainbow, pouring down heavy
showers of rain and he takes it to be a huge black demon carrying away his darling
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Whenever I go through the pages of ‘‘Urvashi” it strikingly puts me in mind’.
of the beautiful poem of ‘“Megha-Duta’. In my opinion whenever the poetic won-
ders of the whole world will be counted—the ‘‘Megha-Duta’’ will be certainly one of™
them. The ideas, sentiments, feelings and emotions, the poet has been able to-
breathe into that great lyrical poem, have been set to new music and play in this.
luscious drama. Probably he wrote this drama after he had composed ‘‘Megha--
Duta”. In ‘““Megha-Duta’ a ‘“Yaksha',an attendent of Kubera, having been se--
parated from his wife for one year beholds the sky darkening and all of a sudden-
his mind becomes so full of the sweet memories of hig far-situated beloved that he be-
comes deprived of all his senses and withsome wild flowers in his hands he ap-
proaches the first cloud of ‘“ Ashadha’ to beg of it to carry his message of life and’
love to his forlorn sweet heart. In “Urvashi’ the nymph in a frantic fit of jealousy
and anger leaves Pururava suddenly and unexpectedly when they are treading on
the enchanted ground of youth and happiness and its reaction on his mind is so great
and depressing that he gets confused, eceentric, crazy, wild and loses all his wits.
To him everything appears to be nothing but an eluding phantom of Urvashi.
In clouds, in trees, in meadows, in mountains, in rivers, in animals and in hirds he-
tries to find his evasive fair companion. He fecls her charming presence everywhere -
but cannot get hold of her anywhere. He pries into every hole and corner in
order to find her. In his excited and wild mood he inquirves strangely and raves.
pathetically about her. In torrential rain, in thieck and dark forests he wanders-
in search of Urvashi. He is at a loss to know how and when Urvashi disappeared.
She came like a dream and disappeared like a dream.  What in “Magha-Duta’” has
been presented in the forin of a poem has been hrought about in the form of this.
drama.  In ““Megha-Duta’ the Yaksha knows where his love is situated and there-
fore it strikes his imagination to send a message to her but in *“Urvashi’’ the king is.
not aware of the whereabouts of his beloved—she having disappeared abruptly and
without any apparent reason. In ‘““Megha-Duta’ the Yaksha gives the graphic
description of the way leading to his house at Alaka-Puri but in ““Urvashi’’ the king
has to rove day and night in order to seck her place of hiding. And this has render-
ed the whole situation all the more delicate and touching.

The poct has depicted this scene in the Fourth Act. The beauty of “Urvashi’
18 not to be sought so much in its plot or in its commonplace story as in the natural
and wild play of the most delicate and intense feelings and emotions that both disturb -
and delight the human mind. This Aect is full of tender and eolourful poetry, soft
and sweet music, picturesque and inspiring scenery and strange and pathetic situa--
tions. It brings home to us, in a peculiar manner, the objects and phenomena in
which the poet seems to take specific interest and which seem to show his poetic per-
sonality. I must confess without any sort of exaggeration that whenever I read this.
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permits her to live happily on earth with King Pururava, till he sees an offspring
from her. The ways of destiny are strange and inserutable and so what was regard-
ed a curse becomes to her a great blessing in disguise.

She is 80 over head and ears in love with Pururava that when the time of her de-
parture for heaven arrives she wants to postpone it indefinitely by managing to keep
her only son out of sight. Strangely enough—she keeps it a well-guarded secret
and never lets Pururava know that he has become father of a child. She is prepar-
ed to part with her only child but not with Pururava. Intensity of feeling and
purpose could hardly work its way to a greater pitch. This may sound as unnatural
and impossible but truth is always stranger than fiction. And when all natural and
possible avenues become closed there remains no option but to attempt what is re-
garded as unnatural and impossible.

Of all the loves presented on the stage by Kalidasa—the love of Urvashi and
Pururava is the most dramatie, romantic and classic. In every detail and phase it
is richly colourful, devotedly steadfast, picturesquely adventurous, and inherently
reciprocal. Like a river it shapes its own course. It is like that blissful deliver-
ance—having attained which, there remains nothing further to be achieved. It is
the very breath of their lives. Therefore Indra feels constrained to revise his
former decision and permits them to live together as long as they are endowed with
life.

And when such a love as this is not allowed to work its own destiny and some
insuperable obstacle raises its ugly head to interrupt its irresistible course—it is
natural if it becomes furiously enraged, loses all its equanimity and pitifully resolves
itself into a fit of fearful madness and jostles against heavy odds to go forth on its
destined journey. As the current of a mighty river when its course is forcefully
resisted—recoils in rage and fury and struggles to forge its way ahead through the
high-rising, mad and tumultuous waves likewise when the vigorous feeling of love
is denied its own course without any let or hindrance it becomes sadly unmanagable,
loses fast its equillibrium and wrestles to find its way with all its fearful strength to
its cherished goal. In ‘‘Urvashi’’ Kalidasa has employed all his skill to call up on
the stage vividly and artistically this aspect of love which is as delicate as it is in-
tense. Pururava and Urvashi are so fond of each other that they do not wish to miss
each other’s company even for a single moment. The poet could not portray the
touching softness and consummate fullness of their feeling if he had allowed their
course of life to run in the same calm and undisturbed atmosphere. ~Therefore he
brmgs about their separation abruptly and unexpectedly. And from this separation
springs a deep pain, an unbearable agony and a pathetic madness that eventually
unroll themselves into this poetical drama.
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to embody a truth is of little purpose, likewise human beauty however perfect and
rare if it is not inspired with a virtuous, chaste and faithful love is of no earthly
value. Urvashi does not feel that pride in being the foremost fairy of the court of
Indra which she does in becoming an ordinary wife of King Pururava.

Her mind is so erowded with the sweet and happy associations of her gallant
saviour that all her soul stands out boldly to proclaim to the whole world in no uncer-
_ tain terms her deep attachment and marked constaney to King Pururava. When cons-
ciousness beecomes submerged in subeonseiousness—the entire being begins to work
as though under a strong hypnotie spell. It is perhaps due to this reason that
Urvashi is betrayed into such errors as she would never have committed otherwise,
The *‘lLakshmi-Swayambara’ drama, written by Bharat-Muni is being played after
a good many rehearsals, in a theatre of hegven. In this drama, Urvashi acts the
part of Lakshmi and Menaka of Varuni. Inone of the most fascinating scenes when
the story takes an interesting turn, Menaka puts this question to Urvashi:

« afty, AANAT U TOTPTETAN: SHREE STFET: |
Faufees wrfafaaa sfa | 7
“Friend, here have assembled all the great persons in the three worlds and the
Jords of all quarters along with Keshava. On whom 1s your affection fixed.”’

At that most psychological moment, Urvashi forgets that she was playing the
part of Laishmi on the stage; forgets that before her were scated in the theatre
hall all the prominent persons of the whole world and God Vishnu Himself;
forgets her situation and position and in that happy state of forgetfulness instead
of Purushotham there escapes from her lips the name of Pururava, her real lover.

“ FerAmr et 3fy wittesy qexEdify fen anft |

What further proof is required tc show her deep attachment to Pururava.
This feeling of love has made ‘her absolutely oblivious of everything—even of her
own sclf and therefore sweeping away all odds and obstacles in one breath, it has
suddenly burst forth on the stage like a fresh spring of water, from the bottom of
her heart.  There was not much difference between the two words—Purushot-
tama’’ and ‘‘Pururava’”—‘Puru’’ being common and intial in both the words.
This must have afforded her an easy chance to slip into the error to which her feel-
ings and cmotions also must have lent a great assistance. And in this way her long
cherished feelings forge a way out and take their own course to secure their objec-
tive. They make easy and possible in a moment what would have been difficult and
impossible otherwise.  Bharat-Muni, the director of the play feels displeased and
in a fit of frantic indignation rebukes her and pronounces a curse on her thereby
depriving her of her residence in heaven. Indra, entering well into her feelings,
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How imperious, intense and overpowering must be the feeling overswayed
wherewith Urvashi joyfully renounces all the freedom and happiness, she enjoyed
in heaven and comes down to earth to share the lot of common human beings. And
who was this Urvashi? She was the pride of heaven; she was so beautiful that
she was called a jewel of paradise. She was the most delicate weapon of Indra, the
lord of heaven—with which he used to strike those—who were ambitious and prac-
tised all sorts of severe austerities to attain his lofty status. The purpose of her
life was to stir up those delicious dreams of beauty and youth enraptured with which
a man could never hope to be rescued from his carthly surroundings. Urvashi
while displaying the uncommon glories of heaven always endeavoured to fasten the
destinies of man to earth. It appears that Urvashi in the form of pure and divine
nector had to offer nothing but an unmixed and carthly poison.

Divinities are supposed to be above human susceptibilities. That is to say they
remain absolutely untouched by those tender and vehement emotions and passions
that generally torment the mind of humankind. They kindle a flame of passion in
the breast of man never letting a spark of it fall on them. But how it is possible
that those who always play with fire can escape its disastrous effects.
The freedom that knows only to fetter others, cannot remain itself unfet-
tered for a long time. That is the reason why we find that Urvashi falls a helpless
vietim to those very emotions and passions that she used to provoke vehemently in
the minds of others. That ‘‘delicate weapon’ of Indra is so unerringly hit by a
weapon which was perhaps more delicate and with its one gentle stroke she falls
down on earth. She loses all her appetite for heaven. She ardently desires to
cast in her lot with Pururava. She becomes quite oblivious of her chequered past
and celestial position and thinks about herself in terms of an ordinary human being.
However unrestrained and unchaste a life she might have led while she was in
heaven, when she comes to earth she gives over all her volatile disposition and wilfully
binds herself in holy matrimonial alliance to Pururava. Whatever undesirable
roles she might have played under the specific instructions of Indra, for which she
could not be held solely responsible, when she comes to her own and guides her own
destinies—it is no exaggeration to say that she attains the hall—mark of purity
and becomes an inspiring ideal of chaste and faithful love. She does not remain
celestial, she becomes human. In the celestial body of Urvashi—there begins to
throb a heart which is human in every detail. While Urvashi was in heaven—she
was adored only on account of her matchless beauty but when she descends on earth
she becomes as virtuous as she is beautiful. And so we find that the graccful lower
of beauty which was apparently devoid of all fragrance becomes replete with the
fascinating fragrance of human love. Formerly she was all beauty but now she be-
comes all love. . As a poem, however figurative, musical and harmonious, if it fails
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such colours as are too gay and flamboyant to reflect their purpose and meaning..
In our opinion in no drama of Kalidasa, are his musical notes so sweet and poig--
nant. his vision so pleasant and Rappy and the flights of his fancy so exuberant and"
marked as in the drama of ‘‘Urvashi’’.

There is an additional point—pertaining to this drama, which has been almost
overlooked. There are two recensions that are found of this play. One comes from.
the north and the other from the south. The northern recension has been commen-
ted on by Ranganatha and the southern by Raja Katayavema. In the northein
recension, we find in the Fourth Act some musical verses written in Prakrit. They
are to be sung in peculiar fashion and modes and are accompanied with operatie:
dancing. The southern recension does not contain these verses. Due to this fact
many scholars believe that these verses are interpolations; but the reasons they ad-
vance are hardly convineing. It must be admitted, however, that these musical ver-
ses indicate a rare knowledge of the technique of the Indian opera.

In this play it appears that the poet has introduced the earth into a close and
blissful embrace of heaven. As rain comes down to draw out from the bosom of the
carth its stored up splendours—likewise Urvashi comes down from the Elysian fields.
to call into play the colourful feelings and emotions, treasured in the human heart
of Pururava. Generally it is believed that loveis of heaven, not of carth. Itisa cir-
comstance through which man attains divinity. But the poet seems to suggest in.
this drama that love is an earthly phenomenon to which even the gods take a fancy.
They feel so much enamoured of it that they happily come down from heaven to live
on earth like common human beings. The poct in the characters of Urvashi and
Pururava has linked heaven and earth in a golden tie of love which while being ex-
quisitely delicate is in no way breakable. The “‘Urvashi’’ of Kalidasa is a celestial
image of that earthly love which is both a fantastic dream and a graceful reality;
an impulsive vagueness and an enduringnecessity; a whimsical infatuation and a
delightful sublimity; a youthful romance and an inspiring cternity.

Nebulous feelings of appreciation and sympathy—finding their roots in strange-
and uncommon circumstances of chivalrous bravery first sprout forth into delicious.
enmotions and after enjoying the warmth of spontaneous and reciprocal favour they
blossom out into a strong passion of love. IPururava, the great king like a gallant
knight rescues Urvashi from the clutches of the demon Keshi who had taken her
prisoner—while she was returning from the I’alace of Kubera. As he brings her
back to her friends and companions in his chariot—they come into close contact—
which born as it was of noble chivalry—awakens in their minds such piquant feel-
ings and emotions reciprocally as perforce change the course of their lives and cul-
minates in-an inconceivable life-long relation.
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~comes discernible only by a close and repeated approach thereto. Being the
works of the same artist it is but meet if they possess certain similar features—but
“what is worth studying is not so much their similarity that comes to notice very
-easily, as their diversity that needs for its discovery hard and patient labour and
-deep and original thinking. The real charm of an art lies in bringing about a hand-
.some uniformity between its various divergent elements but its true appreciation
lies in the vealisation of the distinet nature of each.

There are many varieties of Sanskrit dramas and dccording to their division
““Urvashi” is called a “‘Trotake’’ and not a ‘‘Nataka’. It is very difficult to find
-out what is exactly conmoted by the term ‘‘Trotaka’”. Sometimes even the
meaning of a root out of which a word takes its form and hue does
not provide a requisite key to its clear conception. Nor is it possible for
us to gather any adequate information obout the historical growth of this
term ceven from its various definitions and interpretations. Moreover in the whole
territory of Sanskrit drama this is the only ‘‘Trotaka’ available. In ‘“Vachaspat-
yam’’ the name of one more ‘‘Trotaka’’ is given, stated to have been finished in seven
Acts. Its name is ‘‘Stambhita-Rambham’’. As the book is not available, nothing
can be said about it. ITad there been many ‘‘ Trotakas’ in Sanskrit—it would have
been much easier to have a more precise notion of the nature of this term.

It is obvious that by writing a “Trotaka’—instead of a ‘“Nataka’’ the poet
had probably intended to hit upon some thing which was new and not in vogue at
that time. The poect, while admittedly retaining some of the minor features of his
-old works, has in “‘Urvashi’’ struck upon an innovation which has given a new inte-
rest and life to apparently old themes. The same song pitched in different keys and
-sung in different tuncs and ways, evokes altogether different feelings and emotions
and imparts to its contents a new colour, rhythm, associations and expressions. With
-a change in the background the same scenes in this drama seem to have assumed a
totally different complexion, put on an unfamiliar appearance and bear an alto-

_gether new meaning. Whatever be the other aspects and dramatic significance of
this innovation, it has certainly ensured to the poet a much wider scope to work
-out his faney more freely and boldly. Of all his dramas ‘‘Urvashi’’ is the most ro-
mantic and poetic. It is couched in a suggestive vagueness that makes its beauty
veiled and its meaning elusive.

“Trotaka’ is that type of drama which closely knits together the fortunes both
-of human and heavanly beings. The play that seeks to describe the rhythmical
~emotions and buoyant passions of the beings situated so differently—must needs
be—in the very fitness of things—profoundly imaginative; it must weave a tale
“which is sure to be extravagantly romantic; its scenes must obviously radiate with



THE ART OF KALIDASA IN “URVASHI”
BY
VANSHIDHAR VIDYALANKAR

In the vast firmament of Sanskrit drama the ‘‘Urvashi’’ of Kalidasa shines like
a star which with its soft brilliance, gentle majesty and exquisite loveliness catches
the eye and imagination of the whole world. Out of a vague, small and un-
eventful legendary tale and oft-repeated and commonplace theme the poet has in-
geniously laboured to evolve an artistic beauty which is new in conception, romantie
in appeal and elusive in realisation. Theindefinable phases of extremecly tender,
subtle and powerful emotions and passions of the human heart have found a pie-
turesque and colourful reflection in this sweet dramatic poem of ‘‘Urvashi’’—just
as the flying vapours of clouds do in the variegated hues of a smiling rainbow. ‘

Great poets with their resourceful imagination and singular tastes and talents
develop specific tendencies which however, odd and ludicrous—not only impart a new
interest to their creations—but also later on give birth to novel literary symbols
and conspicuous conventions. These tendencies, in the main, result from the ob-
jects, phenomena and situations in which they seem to take unlimited interest—as
also from their specific way of thinking and individual style of expression. The
very prospect of these objects and events, sends their minds into creative raptures
like the earth when it receives the exhilarating touch of the first showers of rain.
Through the casement of ‘“‘Urvashi’’ one can easily catch a glimpse of those situa-
tions and things—which Kalidasa felt a great attraction for; which always inspired
his vision and set his fancy to work and in which his interest never grew stale or

weary.

Of all his dramas ‘“Urvashi”’ is the shortest—though, of course, it also has
been extended to five Acts. In the outline of its plot and also in some other fea-
tures—the ““Urvashi’’ bears a very close resemblance both to ‘‘Malavika’’ and ‘‘ Sha-~
kuntala’—but it should not be concluded therefrom, as it has unfortunately been,
that old age had so dulled the vision and weakened the talents of the poet that he
could no more display the original and astonishing feats of his fancy and so had to
remain content with making repetitions of the same old achievements. In his am-
bition to compose some thing new—he only wove the same old patterns with a slight

change in colour and texture.

' In the too apparent analogy between the various lineaments and aspects in the
works of a genius—there always underlies an essentidl and deep.difference that be-
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Muhammad was one of the greatest rulers of the Bahmani dynasty. His father
had no time to put the institutions of the kingdom on a sound basis and it was left to
him to make the state perfect so far as administrative institutions were concerned.
By his campaigns in the East and the South he finally demonstrated to his neigh-
bours the power that was the new Sultanate and suppressed with an iron hand the
only rebellion of his reign, that of Bahram Khan Mazendrani. llis strategic ge-
nius is to be seen in his campaign against Vijayanagar where he not only used the
new fire-arms to his advantage but also routed the enemy which was far superior to
him in numbers. In his own court he knew no distinctions and even made his fa-
ther-in-law, the chief minister Malik Saifu‘d-Din Ghori, stand at the foot
of the throne. Shaikh Zainu’d-Din’s episode, however, shows how a king
of those days, and that of the calibre of Muhammad I had to bow before the
force of superior character, and how he could forsake the evil when called upon to
do so. He had a leaning towards acting according to the superior direction of the
divines and always counted the prayers of Shaikh Siraju‘d-Din Junaidi whenever
he set out on a campaign®. When a prince he had been taught the gentlemanly arts
of archery and fencing, and although prone to drink, there is nothing known against
him so far as private morality is conecerned. When he died he was at peace with
Tilangana, with Vijayanagar, with his subjects both Hindu and Muslim and with
his God. It is said that he treated his soldier and the civilian, officer and subject
with kindness and concern®. He always sought the company of the learned® and
it was due to this that men like Shaiku’l Mashaikh, Zainu’d-din Daulatabadi,
‘Ainu‘d-din Bijapuri, Maulana Nizamu‘d-din Barani, Hakim Zuhiru‘d-din Tabrizi
crowded his capital and made the Deccan ‘‘the centre of the learned and the envy
of all parts of India.’"®

/
61. Hyd. Ach. Dept. Rep., 1925-26 p. 2.
62. Fer., 1. 295. ¢‘Thou soul in peace, return into the Lord, content in Hls good pleasure’’, Qur’an, LXXVIX, 27, 23.
63. Mufarribu’l-Qutud, quoted in ‘Abdu’l-Jabbar, op. oit.,
64. Rafi‘u’d-Din Shirazi, op. cit.,, fol. 8 (a)
65. Bur., 31.
66. ‘Abdu’l-Jabbar, op. oft., 282

Tab., 408.

Shaikh ¢ Ainu’d-din Bijapurs, born at Nauju near Delhiin 706|-1307, moved from Delhi to Daulatabad and thence
to Bijapur where he arrived in 773|-1372. Author of a mumber of works among which is Mulhigat-i Taba-
qat-i Nasiri which is unfortunately not available now. Surnamed Ganju’l-Ulum or ‘‘Treasury of Knowledge’”.

W Died at an advanced age on 27-6-705{10-5-1393. His tomb at Bijapur waa built by Mahmud Gawan.
The Short sketches of the lives of the umtc were taken from ¢ Abdu'l-J. tbbu Taskira-$ Aulwa-t Dakan, 2 Vols. Hydcrg
abad, 1331-1333 H.
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Shaikh related the story of a Syed, a learned man and a sinner who were captured.

by idolators and ordered to make obeisance before an idol otherwise they would be-

_ beheaded. The Syed and the learned man duly made obeisance while slowly reciting-
the ““Verse of Laudation’’ from the Qur‘an,’ while the sinner said that his eolleagues

were pious men he himself had nothing to show God and preferred to be beheaded.
rather than bow before inanimate objects. The Shaikh remarked that while others.
were like the first two, he was like the sinner and preferred to suffer rather than pre-

sent himself before a Sultan like Muhammad Shah. The Sultan thereupon ordered

his immediate withdrawal from the city of Daulatabad, on which he put his praying-
mattress on his shoulders, retired to Shaikh Bahau‘d-din’s tomb,% and sitting at the-
foot of the grave challenged if there was any one who could remove him from that.
place. The Sultan now saw that he had to face a person of an extraordinary charac-

ter and sent Sadaru’sh Sharif with a message of goodwill to him. The Shaikh re-

plied that if the Sultan left off drinking at least in others’ presence, closed all the-
wine shops of the kingdom, acted as his late father had acted all his life and issued

orders to all the officers to act according to the precepts of morality as laid down by
Islam, ‘““he would find no one as great a friend as that faqir, Zainu‘d-din.”” The
Sultan accepted all these terms and the two became consoled after all. I.eaving:
Musnad-i ‘Ali in charge of Maharashtra the king now left for Gulbarga®.

The rest of the Sultan’s life was spent in peace and plenty. Bukka and Vinayak
Dev continued to pay tribute and the whole realm was quiet especially after the-
stern suppression of the robbers. The Sultan made up his mind not to proceed on:
any more campaigns and went on strengthening his hold on his own kingdom in-
stead. Henceforward he used to tour round the provinces every year and Ferishta
says that towards the end of the reign everyone in the kingdom was happy and
prosperous.

The Sultan died on 19-11-776/20-4-1375%. He lies buried a few yards from
the tomb of his renowned father in a comparatively lonely mausoleum, built on a

57. ““Verse of Laudation,”” Qur’an, XXI, 87: ¢ ot \!'d.l oo Gl e o Y b
0 amll b ATy (A o el g o) LxZU
He said: ‘‘There is no god save Thee. Be thou Glorified. I have been a wrong-doer.’”” ¢‘Then We heard his

prayer and saved him from anguish, Thus We save believers.”’

58. Hadrat Shaikl Burhanu’d-din Gharib, a great Decean saint, preceptor of Shaikh Zainu’d-din. Born at Hansi
near Delhi, died on 11-2-738|14-9-1377 at Daulatabad. His tomb is still a place of pilgrimage.

89. Fer.,, 1. 204.

60. Muhammad reigned according to Bur., 31, for 17 years,or 15 years and 7 months; Tab., is obviously wrong with

13 years. Rafi‘u’d-din Shirazi’s Tackiratu’l-Muiuk MSS, Asaflyah, 1081, fol. 8 a and Amin Ahmad Razi’s:

Haft Iqlim MSS. Asafiyah, Tarikh, 2341, fol. 166.,agree with 18 years and 7 months, while ¢Abdui’llah el-

Makki’s Zafaru’l-Walih, 1, 159, puts down 17 years and 7 months as the duration of the reig'n'. - Fer,, says:

he died on 9-11-776|20-4-1375 thus making the duration 17 years, 8 months and 9 days, which comes midway-

between Bur.’s two periods and may be taken to becorrect. Rafi‘u’ddin is obviously wrong with 870 H., as:

the dute of death. e
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Immediately after this campaign, Muhammad had to face the rebellion of Bah-
ram Khan Mazendrani, Governor of Daulatabad. As has been noted above practi-
«ally all the army of Daulatabad was away on Vijayanagar campaign, and seeing hig
-chance, Bahram Khan, who ‘‘had been like a son to ‘Alau‘d-din Bahman Shah’’
.conspired with the Mahratta Kumbh Dev and certain other chieftains of Berar
.and Baklana and took possession of the tribute of the Mahratta province. The Sul-
tan was at Vijayanagar and when he heard the news he immediately sent Syed
-Jalal Hamud and Shah Malik to Dauvlatabad admonishing the recalcitant amir to
-desist from his malefactory acts. But this was of no avail. When the two envoys

returned to Gulbarga the Sultan had just been back, and without taking any rest he
:set off for the north-west within the week, sending Musnad-i ‘Ali Khan Muham-
mad in advance. Bahram Khan advanced, as far as Patan, and it seems that when
“the two armies were face to face some of the royal troops changed sides with the re-
.sult that Khan Muhammad had to beat a retreat to Sheogaon®. The king, who was
then at Bir, hurried towards Patan. When he was four krohs from there the Raja -
-of Baklana took flight home while Bahram Khan retreated to Daulatabad. The
fortress was, however, beleaguered by the royal troops, and it was only in the dark-
ness of the night that he and Kumbh Dev stole out and went straight to Hadrat
.Shaikh Zainu‘d-din who advised them tofly to Gujarat at once®, -

The king was much annoyed as before the culprits could be caught they had
-already crossed the Gujarat frontier and remembered that it was Shaikh Zainu‘d-
~din® who had absented himself from the court when all the holy men had been called
to pay homage to the king when he ascended the throne. The Shaikh had then made his
excuse by saying that as the Sultan indulged in wine and other things forbidden by
the Law it was impossible for him to accept such a person as his sovereign, and had
further admonished him that it was necessary for a Muslim king to act according to
“the example of the Apostle of Islam. The king now insisted that the Shaikh should
pay homage to him either in person or in writing. On receiving this message the

54. Fer., 1. 293; says that Bahram Khan bribed some of Khan Muhammad’s soldiers.

Patan or Paithan on the Goduvari, once the capital of Western Chalukyas now headquarters of taluga in Auranga-
bad district, ILE.H. The Nizam’s Dominions, on the Bendsara river; 18 dgrs. 59 mts. N., 75 dgrs 46 mts, E.
Sheogaon, 13 miles frora Bir. '

.85, Fer., 1. 204, Cambridge History of India, I1I, p. 404, says that it was as a result of this rebellion that the princi-
pality of Khandesh was founded by Malik Raja, but I have not been able to verify this statement.

$6. Shaikh Zainu’d-din Dawud, born at Shiraz in Persia 701|-1302 and arrived at Daunlatabad which became capital of In-
dia in 1327. One of the greatest and most outspoken saints of the Deccan, Nasir Khan Faruqi named Zainabad

in Khandesh aftor him. JDied on 25-3-771|12-10-1369 and was buried at Khuldabead.
Bur., 33 gives a different.version and says that when Bahram Khan betook himself to Shaikh Zainu’d-din the saint
advised him to beg the Sultan’s pardon. The Sultan actually pardoned him but ordered him to ‘quit the
kingdom.



Sher-i Shikar advanced into the enemy lines killing the commander-in-chief, Bhoj-
mal Rai outright. The battle ended in a defeat of the Vijayanagaris®.

After spending a week at Adoni mopping up the remnant of the Vijajyanaga-
ris, the Sultan marched to the city of Vijayanagar itself. The Raya now had re-
course to guerilla warfare in which the Deccanis had proved a failure in the last Ti-
langana campaign, while effectively defending his capital in full force. The Sultan
was so hard pressed that he preferred to retreat rather than follow up a campaign
which might end disastrously. He was, however, afraid of the consequences which
the acceptance of defeat might ereate on the army, so he feigned illness and inabi-
lity to lead the forces. The retreating Muslims were hotly pursued by the Raya’s
~ forces the guerillas sometimes actually entering the mobile columns and ecutting
them to pieces. But when the Sultan was in his own land after erossing the Tunga-
bhadra, he ordered the army to stop and attack the Raya’s camp in full force where
he was engaged in musie, dancing and drinking. In an instant, it is said, the Hindu
camp was full of cries of Allahu Akbar and the Raya had to retreat not stopping till
his capital was reached®.

Bukka now ealled together the chiefs of his kingdom and took counsel from
them. They were unanimous that just as his predecessor was on friendly terms
with Bahman Shah so it would be far better if he were to have friendly relations
with the present Sultan. Envoys were, therefore, sent to the Sultan’s camp re-
questing for peace and appealing for brotherly relations between the two neigh-
bouring states. On hearing this the Sultan smiled and said that he did not wish
more than that the salary of the Delhi musicians should be paid from the Vijayana-
gar treasury, and the draft which he had signed should be duly honoured!® The
musicians also had something to say to this, and after begging the Sultan’s pardon
they suggested that the massacres committed by the Sultan were entirely against
all the precepts of Islam as many women and children were also put to death by
those who called themselves votaries of that sublime faith, and this was not allowed
—far less enjoined—by Islam. The king was greatly touched by this appeal and
ordered that in any future campaign engaged on behalf of the Bahmanis only the
actual combatants should be put to death and no prisoner of war should ever be mo-
lested®,

50. Fer., 1. 290-291, Sewo]l A I'o'rgotten Empm ﬂ, P. .37 says that BhOJmal Rai ’s real name was Mallinatha and sup-
ports this by Rice’s recension of certain inseriptions of 1355-1357.
Siruguppa, a market town in Bellary district, Madras I’rovince, 16 dgrs. 54 mts. N., 77 dgrs. 38 mts. E.
Kautalam, s few miles from the above, in the midst of a plain; 16 dgrs. 9 mts. N., 77 dgrs. 4 mts. E.
Eroh or kos, a measure of length of 3,000 miles; 5 K—8 miles.
51, All this in Fer., L. 291,
52. It is remarkable that except for the booty ecaptured the Sultan did not exact any indemnmity at all. He had im
fact achieved what he had’ wanted and Vijayanager was now regarded by him as a- tribut‘ry state
83, Fer., L 292,
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.~ The Sultan was much perturbed at the report, and after formally proclaiming his
son Mujahid heir to the throne and giving Malik Saifu‘d-din Ghori ““full powers
over the country and the treasury” (Jl 4 <la sl —>ls) crossed the Krishna. The
very appearance of the Sultan at Mudgal was enough to put the Vijayanagar
army to flight and the Sultan entered Mudgal triumphant. It is related by Ferishta
that he killed seventy thousand of the enemy, and he adds quoting Tuhfatu’s-Sala-
tin, that he captured two thousand elephants, three hundred gun -carriages,
(05535 4))) ) seven hundred Arab steed and one bejewelled throne—all this
besides the booty which fell to the nobles®.

The Sultan spent the rainy season there after which he moved southwards with
a large army and crossing the Tungabahadra entered the territory of Vijayanagar.
This campaign is remarkable as it was the first time cannon and fire-arms were
freely used by the Bahmanis. The artillery was evidently in charge of ‘‘Turks and
Franks’’ this being the first time that mention is made of Europeans serving on In-
dian soil, and the whole department was placed under Muqarrah Khan, son of Safdar
Khan Sistani. Bukka hearing of this movement, gathered together practically all
the fighting forces of his kingdom, and placing his maternal nephew in charge of
the fort of Adoni came out himself to give battle to the Muslims. He appointed
Bhojmal Rai commander-in-chief of his forces which amounted to forty thousand
cavalry and five lacs of foot-men. This officer was so sanguine of his success as to
ask his master whether he should bring the Sultan alive or dead, whereon he got the
formal permission of the Raya to kill him if need be and bring his body to the foot
of the Vijayanagar throne! Muhammad erossed the Tungabhadra near the present
town of Siruguppa with fifteen thousand cavalry, and fifty thousand infantry, out
of which he ordered Khan Muhammad to advance forward with ten thousand caval-
ry, thirty thousand infantry and the whole of artillery when the opposing forces
were barely 12 kroh from one another. The battle was engaged somewhere near
the village of Kowtalam on 14-11-767|20-7-1366. The centre of the Bahmani army
was led by Khan Muhammad, the right flank by Musa Khan Afghan and the left
by Isa Khan Afghan. The two flanks were in great danger when both these com-
manders were killed by musket balls and it seemed that the Muslim army would soon
be routed. Muhammad Shah, however, appeared with three thousand cavalry at the
nick of time. The tables were now turned. The two forces came to close grips
and there was a terrible hand to hand fight, when Khan Muhammad’s elephant,

49. Fer, 1. 290. This seems another exaggeration on Ferishta’s part as the Vijayanagaris had captured Mudgal only
a few weeks before and it is difficult to believe that they had accumulated all these riches in a precarious
fortress in such a short interval. , . .
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1363. There were great rejoicings lasting forty days when it is said that ‘‘all res--
traints of Law and Custom were given up’’ during that period®

As can well be imagined, the Sultan was not very happy over the conduct of the-
Raya of Vijayanagar, and now that accounts had been settled with Tilan-
gana, he wanted to teach his southern ueighbour a lesson. It was perhaps.
in order to ascertain his attitude® as well as to test his political supe-
riority that Muhammad had recourse to a cynical ruse which otherwise-
would be incomprehensiblee. ~ What he did was to draw a formal cheque on the-
Vijayanagar treasury for the payment of the wages of about three hundred qawwals-
on musicians from Delhi who sang to music, among other compositions, the poems.
of Amir Khusru and Amir IHasan. The gawwals had probably come to attend the
marriage of Prince Mujahid with Malik Saifu‘d-din Ghori’s daughter which was.
celebrated about this time*. The cheques were sent to Vijayanagar forthwith but
when the bearers of the cheque arrived at the capital of the southern kingdom,.
Bukka who was now secure with Vijayanagar throne made capital of the occasion
by making them ridc an ass in the streets of Vijayanagar. He was greatly incensed
by the insult offered to him and immediately started to conquer the Bahmani king-
dom with eighty thousand cavalry, nine lacs of infantry and three thousand ele-
phants, making Adoni his headquarters. The Bahmani armies of Berar and Bidar
had gone through an arduous campaign in Tilangana recently, so the Sultan allowed
them some respite and ordered Khan Muhammad to go south with the army of Dau-
latabad. Before starting himself he sent Prince Majahid with a fifth part of the
booty from Palampet to his preceptor Shaikh Siraj‘u-din Junaidi requesting him
to distribute it among the Syeds, the pious and the poor at his own diseretion and
begged him to pray for the success of the campaign he was now to undertake. In
the meantime the Raya had crossed the Tungabhadra, captured Mudgal which had
been garrisoned by barely eight thousand soldiers, putting to the sword men, women
and children who came in his way. Itis related that out of eight thousand only
one person was able to fly to Gulbarga to tell the sorry tale®,

4.) F er., 1. 288 " This ean only be an exaggoratnon of the usual pattern on Ferxshta part If all restraint of law
and custom  §p 5 pp0 57 were given up, surely Government and Society would have crumbled to dust,
and that at the time of a disciplinarian of Muhammad Shah’s culibre! This method of expression is often
used by Ferishta.

46. Gurti Venkata Rao, op. cit.,, p. 266.

47. Fer., I. 288. Ferishta quotes Mulla Dawud Bidri theauthor of Tuhfatu’s-Salatin who says that he was present.
at the marriage and was then 12.

48. Fer., 1. 289. This method of recounting hardships atthe hands of an enemy is often met with in chronicles.

Shaikh Siraju’d-din Junaidi; came to the Deccan in thetime of the first Bahmani who acknowledged him as his-
religious preceptor. It was he who girded the sword of state to Muhammad I and his successor. Died at Gul-
barga in 781/-1380 and was buried there.

Mudgal, now headquarters of a Taluqa in Raichur dlstﬁct, H.E.H. the Nizam’s Dominions; 16 dgrs. 1 mt. N.,.
76 dgrs. 26 mts. E,
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.

:armies of Bidar and Mahur to Golconda. He ordered Safdar Khan Sistani
‘to go to Warangal with the army of Berar and marched right up to Wa-
rangal, the capital of Tilangana. Kanya Nayak was all the while expect-
ing help from the Raya of Vijayanagar, but it seems that there was some turmoil re-
_garding the succession to the throne of Vijayanagar®® and as there was no hope of
-any help from that quarter he begged Bahadur Khan to solicit with the king saying
that what he had done in the past against the Sultan was because he had been per-
-suaded by the Raya of Vijayanagar to take his side, and now he fell on the mercy
-of Muhammad Shah. He accepted all the conditions imposed upon him and had
to give to the Sultan thirteen crores Hons, threec hundred elephants, two hundred
horses as well as ‘“‘the town of Golconda with its dependencies.”’*  Golconda, now
for the first time a part of the Sultanate of the Deccan, was put in charge of A‘zam-i
Humayun. The Sultan received the envoys bearing the indemnity at Bidar with all
the respeet and honour due to them and loaded them with presents for the Raya.
He fixed the international frontier between Tilangana and the Sultanate at Golcon-
-da ‘“for all time to come.”” It was on this occasion that the envoys surprised their
royal host with the present of the Turquoise throne which they had brought from
Warangal packed in a large wooden box, so that no one knew of its contents before
it was opened and actually presented. The king arrived at Gulbarga just before the
-autumnal equinox and sat on the throne for the first time when the sun was Suppos-
ed to pass from the constellation of Taurus to the constellation of Aries on 21-3-

43. There is a clear indication in Fer., I. 287 that ‘‘Dev Rui’’ died about this time. We are told, however, that Bukka
reigned up to 1378 or 1379, but we also know that there was some squabble over the throne of Vijayanagar,
the parties being the first Raya Harihara’s two brothers Kumpa and Bukka and after Kampa’s death
his son Samgama II. We find from a Nellore inscription that Kampa was Raya at least till 1355
(Hultzseh, Epigrephia Indica, ITI. 21). There is another inseription at Nellore which alludes to
Samgama as Raya on 3-5-1356. On the other hand we find that Bukka regards his reign to have
commenced in 1343 and he died in 1379, i, a ycar after Muhammed 1’s death. Sewcll, 4 Forgotien
Empire, London, 1900, p. 28, infers that the succession to Harihara was disputed and when Bukka got the
upper hand he claimed to have succeeled Harihara immediately. What seems probable is that after Hari-
hara’s death in 1343 the throne was occupied by Kampa who reigned till 1355 and was succeeded by his son
Samgama who died towards the end of 1362 or thebeginning of 1363. It was only then that Bukka could
ascend the throne, but he regarded the period for 1343 to 1363 as one of usurpation and ante-dated his rule
to 1343. Ferishta, therefore, probably alludes to Kampa’s death when he says that ‘‘about this time (704|-
1363) the Raya of Vijayanagar died’’. C.H.I., III, p. 378, does not mention Kampa and Samgama IT at all,
Dr. Venkat Ramayya, Mujahid Shah Bahmani (Indian History Congress, Hyderabad, 1941) says that proba-
bly 764 H., in Naval Kishore edition of Ferishta is a misprint for 774 H, which would place the peace between
Tilangana and Deccan in Mujahid’s reign. But even then the conundrum of the death of a ruler of Vijaya-
nagar would not be solved, as Bukka died some time between 26-12-1376 and 24-2-1377. I feel that the solu-
tion of the problem is possible only if my surmigeis accepted. '

Mahur, now a market town in ‘Adilabad district of H.E.H. The Nizam’s Dominions 20 dgrs. 51 mts. N., 78 dgrs,
56 mts, E,

<44, For.,, I 287,
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of the dealers, but Muhammad was touched to the quick as he thought that his dig-
nity had been wounded. Moreover it appears that Vinayak would not accept the
arrangements recently made between his father and the Sultan and was for further
adventures. Anyhow the Sultan made up his mind to avenge the slight he thought
had been done to him. Vinayak was then at Palampet and Muhammad now sent
some of his confidants dressed as merchants who pretended that their property had
all been stolen and they were virtually beggars. In the wake of this advance party
the king proceeded to Tilangana himself and there was a terrible hurry-scurry .at
Palampet when he arrived and the pseudo merchants began to fight with hidden
arms. Vinayak was arrested but when brought to the king he was desperate and
intentionally used words which were highly insulting to him and Muhammad had
him put to death®. The Andhra population was evidently greatly enraged against
the Sultan and when he retraced his steps to the capital by way of Bidar he was ha-
rassed by the guerillas from tree tops and roofs of old buildings so that out of four
thousand cavalry which had left Gulbarga barely fifteen hundred reached the capi-
tal.  Muhammad was himself wounded by a musket ball* and had to be carried in a
palanquin to Kaulas where he met the forces sent by Malik Saifu‘d-din Ghori which
escorted him back to the capital.

Early next year, 764/-1363 news arrived from the secret service agents of the
Deecan stationed at Delhi that the Raya of Tilangana had approached Sultan Firoz
Tughluq vequesting him to ask ““those in authority in Malwa and Gujarat’ to attack
the Deccan and promising to aid the invaders by his own armies as well as those of
Vijayanagar®, The Sultan now lost no time to invade Tilangana in full force and
ordered his cousin ( .5/} ot ) Khan Muhammad to collect the army of Daulatabad

and bring it to ““Qutlugh Khan’s tank’ situated in the Balaghat of Daulatabad,
while Safdar Khan Sistani and A‘zam-i Humayun were also called to the capital.
He gave over the charge of the administration to the Chief Minister, Malik Saifu‘d-
din Ghori, and on arriving at Kaulas sent A‘zam-i Humayun with the

40. Fer., 1. 285-286. The name of the place used differently is ‘‘Filampatam’’, ‘‘Balampatam’’ and ¢¢Vellampa-
tam’’ which is no doubt Pulampet an ancient town in the Mulag Taluqa of the Warangal district. This has
been somehow mixed up with a coastal town, Velammpallam in Cambridge History of India, Vol. 1II, p. 379.
There is no evidence that the army of Muhammad I ever reached the Eastern coast. Pulampet is still rich
in ancient temples; see Memoirs of the Archaeological Department of the Govermment of India, No. 6, by
Ghulam Yazdani, Caleutta, 1922. It is wrongly mentioned there that Palampet is forty miles North-west of
Hanamkonda, the administrative headquarters of Warangal division, as the Mulag Taluqa where it is situated
is to its North-cast. Palampet (Palliampet on the Survey of India map 56 N|S.E.) is on 18 dgrs. 16 mts. N.,
79 dgrs. 51 mts. K., and is about 50 miles north-east of Hanamkonda. A good metalled road has now been
constructed from Mulag in continuation of the road from Hanamkonda. Palampet was once the headquarters
of a province of the Warangal state according to Bur., 31.

41. Fer., 1. 287. -

42. Malwa and Gujarat were yet nominally dependent on Delhi, although the week government of Firox Tughluq allow-
ed the govenors a free hand. Gujarat did not declare its formal independemce till 1396 and Malwa till 1406.
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Vijayanagar which were virtually ultimatums and which the Sultan could not be
expected to accept. Samgama’s message was to the effect that from times immemo-
rial the territories adjacent to Raichur and Mudgal as far as the river Krishna had
heen under the southern state and should be handed over to him if the Bahmani want-
ed a continuation of his kingship. The demand of the ruler of Tilangana was in a
different vein. Kaulas had been presented to ‘Alau‘d-din Hasan Bahman Shah
and now the Raya sent word that his son wanted to wrest the fortress from the Sul-
tanate against his own wishes. The Sultan received the envoys of these two rulers
in the best of spivits and commanded the Prime Minister, Malik Saifu‘d-din Ghori
to address suitable replies”.

When the Sultan’s message, which of course was in the negative, was commu-
nicated to the two rulers their reply was to join hands in their effort to force his
hands. The Raya of Tilangana sent his son Vinayak Dev® from Warangal with a
large army consisting of infantry as well as cavalry, towards the fortress of Kaulas,
while Vijayanagar sent twenty thousand troops to Kanya Nayak’s help. Against
these the Sultan sent Amiru’l-Umara Bahadur Kban, son of Isma‘il Mukh, A‘zam-i
tHumayun and Safdar Khan Sistani along with the army of Berar and Bidar. This
movement was covered from the south by the Velama Chief Anapota of Rajakonda
who attacked the levies of Kanya Nayak from his fastnesses. The main royal force
et the allied army near Kaulas, defeated it and pursued it as far as the gates of
Warangal. Kanya Nayak was forced to pay one lac of hons and hand over twenty
five elephants as indemnity of war®.

But this was not the end of the Tilangana affair. Ashas been previously men-
tioned Muhammad was a man of stern temperament and was greatly jealous of his
dignity. Soon after the arrangement with the Raya, i.e., in 763|-1362 he heard that
some dealers in horses had been to Warangal, and although they had given out that
certain special steeds had been reserved for the Bahmani Sultan, the restive Vina-
yak Dev had forced them to give them up for a low price. It is possible that the
story of the reservation of horses for the Sultan was merely a concoction on the part

37. Fer., 1. 283. ‘For succession to the Vijayanagar thronesee No. 43 below.

Kaulas, in Nizamabad district of H.E.H. The Nizam’s Dominions, 15 dgrs. 20 mts. N., 76 dgrs. 28 mts. E.
¢¢Times immemorial’’ could only have meant the foundation of Vijayanagar less than 40 years before!

38. Thus in Gurti Venkata Rao, op. ctt., p. 264. Fer, has‘‘Nagdeo’’. For the name cf the ruler of Vijayanagar see
note 43 below.

39. For Anapota see Venkataramnayya, Velugotivari Vamsacarita, app. 4. Anapota ruled from 1344 or 1346; Ven-
kataramnayya, Vijayanagar, Origin of City and Empire. Kanya Nayak actually captured Warangal later;
tbid., 118, ’

Warangal, now a small town in the district and division of that name in H.E.H. The Nizam’s Dominions, 17 dgrs.
- . 68 mts. N., 79 dgrs, 37 mts. E.
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during the encounters®. A learned historian of the south has rightly attri-
buted this antagonism more to economic and political than to religious
factors*. He refers to the fact that the territory which was so long
the cause of quarrel i.e., the Krishna-Tungabhadra doab, had been the bone of con-
tention between the Western Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas as well as between
the Yadavas and the Hoysalas, while with the establishment of the Bahmani king-
dom and the Vijayanagar Raj history isonly repeating itself with changed names.
It is, however, not so true to say, as he does, that the lands south of the Tungabhad-
ra were economically richer than those round about Gulbarga, for even if the testi-
mony of ‘Abdu‘r-Razzaq and Nunez about the wealth of Vijayanagar were taken as
cent per cent reliable, we have evidence that the royal treasury at Gulbarga was no
poorer, and the author of the Mulhiqat-i Nasiri says that it contained as much as
four hundred maunds of gold and seven hundred maunds of silver bullion besides
lacs of prataps and hons and jewels worth crores®. No doubt when there is poli-
tical antagonism between two kingdoms any excuse might be sufficient to kindle the
fire, and the victor is bound to collect as much booty from the vanquished as he can,
but to say that economically the Bahmanis were inferior to the Vijayanagaris is
a matter of exaggeration®.

The breach of peace emanated not from Muhammad Shah but from the Rayas of
Tilangana and Vijayanagar. It was in the early years of the Sultan’s reign that he
received simultancous messages from Kanya Nayak of Tilangana and Samgama. of

83. This is so not only in the East but in the West as well, and the so-called Wars of Religion in Europe in the 16th and
17th ceuturics are cases ‘n point. Rulers took the fullest advantage of the preachings of Protestant reform-
ers to gather as much power as possible in their own hands at the expense of the authority of the Pope, and
when the clash came, were applauded by their coreligionists for their victories which, while they were for their
own aggraondisement, were given out as having been won in the cause of the Faith. This is perhaps even more
true of the opposite side. In the case of the Balhmani wars against Vijayanagar Ferishta raves at the number of
Hindus killed in actual battles or massacred in cold blood, but the fact remains that if the numbers thus re-
late] be given credence there would hardly be a Hindu left in the Deccan. And after all these ‘¢ casualities’’
and ‘‘massacres’’ perpetrated by the soldiers of the Decean, the Muslims continued to form only a very small
proportion of the population in spite of the incessant influx of their coreligionists from Persia and overseas.
If anything is certain it is that without such an influx it was the Muslims not the Hindus who were perhaps in
danger of dying ouf, especi-fxlly as we do not come ucross any noted conversion to Islam till the last years of
the Bahmani rule,

34. Gurti Venkata Rao, Bahmani-Vijayanagar Eelations (Froceedings of the Indian History Congress, Allahabad,.
p. 264 fI.)

35. The work was contemporary with Muhammad I and is freely used by ‘Abdu’l-Jabbar Khan, op. cit., p. 231, who.
says that he possessed an original copy which wasdestroyed in the flood of the Musi.

Weight of a maund: The Ahmadnagar man is of 40 seers (not 163 1|4 1bs as Sewell puts it, 4 Forgotten Empire,.
London, 1900, Appendix B, p. 402) and it is possible Ferishta may be thinking of that. But we must remem--
ber that the Madras man, is 12 1|2 seers and the Bombay man of 14 seers, In Hyderabad tho man for sugar-
is 12 seers and for other commodities 40 seers. We must also take Ferishta’s habit of exaggerating matters:
like this.

36. Gurti Venkata Rao, op. cit., p. 265,



<Caliph to Muhammad I we find ‘Alau-d-din' Bahman Shah embossing the legend

“‘Right hand of the Caliphate, helper of the commander of the Faithful’”’ on his

-coins. It is strange, however, that Muhammad’s coins have reference only to his
‘being the ‘‘Defender of the religion and the apostle of the Merciful God'’ and not to
the Caliph at all,*® and it seems that this was due to his feeling that he was strong

-enough to withstand his enemies without any reference to a nominal Caliph in dis-
tant Egypt.

As regards the story about melting, although there are not many gold tankas
extant in the same way as there are not many silver sub-divisions of the hons avail-
able, still the fact remains that at least the earlier hons are of a much finer quality,
as fine as the Bahmani gold and it is difficult to understand why Ferishta should
have fixed upon Muhammad Shah’s reign as the period when ‘‘bad Vijayanagar
hons drove off the Bahmani gold tankas fromn circulation.”

From the reign of Muhammad Shah almost right up to the end of the Bahmani
kingdom there were constant quarrels between the two great adjacent states, the
Dececan and Vijayanagar. It is easy enough to base the cause of these quarrels on
the religious antagonism between the two, but it must be borne in mind that rulers
are always wont to annex the authority of religion to cover their own personal de-
sires and court chroniclers are evea lavish in their encomiums on the real, presum-
ed, supposed or imagined number of infidels of the opposite camp who were killed

39. Silver Tanka of ¢Alau’d-din Bahman Shah:

Obverse: v SU Al pel L e gV a
Rov‘erge: Ollalalt ols oo ARy Ay LAl eye rbﬂl RYAW]
On the margin: el Lual 3008 O oo
Gilver Tanka of Muhammad I:
Obverse: aF ) 1w W ol 3Ly Spalt (lUake
Reverse: L2 o o o2 0F Jaall g
On the margin: <10 5l bed 3 0
Copper Jital or Fuls:
Obverse: Lty gt ylke
Reverse: Olaldt ot Hlaludt ols oF
On the margin: e 5L Lenl 308 O W2

Ahsanabad is of course, the name given to Gulbarga by the first Bahmani.

‘“The Fathabad mint, where Muhammad I’s tanka waa struck, long remained a mystery; thus it was identified as
Dharur in Report Hyd. Arch. Dept., 1329 F., pp. 52& 53, but the difficulty was that Dharur was not known as
Fathabad till Shah Jahau’s reign. There are other places known by that name but all are improbable. The
difficulty in the way of identification of this mint was solved by the first time in Sherwani, Mahmud Gawan,
p. 58, noto 44 where it is definitely laid down that Fathabad was the neme given to Daulatabad according to
Bur,, 17, There are only eight Fathabad coins existing, two in the Hyderabad Museum, two in the Prince of
Wales Museum, Bombay and four in the British Museum, all belonging to the reign of Muhammed I.

.Dharur, now a small industrial town in Gulbarga district, H.E.H. The Nizam’s Dominions; 19 dgrs. 7 mts. N.,
76 dgrs. 49 mts. E. ’
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husband’s mausoleum. She died in 763|-1362 and was buried next to her renowned
husband?®, '

Before we proceed further, mention should be made of Muhammad’s coinage.
The coins current in the Bahmani kingdom are of absorbing interest, especially as
some of the coneclusions derived from their study run counter to the statements con-.
tained in such of our authorities as Ferishta®. We gather from Ferishta that the
first Bahmani did not strike any coins at all and that the first king who coined gold
and silver was Muhammad I. He is explicit that on one side of the tanka (the
silver coin which was of the weight of one tola and thus equal to the modern rupee)
was impressed the Kalimah or the Muslim Creed, together with the names of the four
apostolic Caliphs, while on the other side appeared the name of the reigning king
and the date of the coinage. We also learn that at the instigatiop of the Raya of Vi-
Jayanagar and Tilangana the Hindu goldsmiths melted the silver and gold coins
which fell into their hands and replaced them by the baser coins current in Hindu
states namely hons and prataps. 1t is related that it was only after dire punish-
ment had been meted out to the culprits and their associates and most of them had
been replaced by the Khatris of Delhi that the Bahmani coins were allowed a free
scope®.

This is what Ferishta says. But if we were to go into numismatic evidence we
would find that the basis of Ferishta’s argument was mere hearsay and mostly very
faulty. The Bahmani coins, though no doubt scarce, are still discovered in treasure
troves in the Deecan and have been dealt with by number of scholars® and they en-
tirely falsify Ifarishta’s statements. The Hyderabad Museum contains the coins of
practically all the Bahmanis including ‘Alau‘d-din Hasan Bahman Shah, and not
one of them, cither of silver, gold or coppeor, has the Muslim Creed or the names of
the apostolic Caliphs embossed on it. As a matter of fact the form and even parts
of the inscriptions are merely copies of the carlier Tughluq coins, and this explains
why even before the formal permission to coin money was given by the ‘Abbasid

28. Fer.,, 1. 285. This tomb is described in IIyd. Arch. Dept. Keport, 1335 F., p. 2 where the king’s name is wrongly
given as ‘Alau’d-din Hugain Shah, does not mention the existence of the queen’s grave and only says that
there are three graves below the dome.

29. For a general discussion of Bahmani coinage see Sherwani, Mahmud Gawan, the Great Bahmani.Wagir, Allahabad,
1942, pp. 52-58.

30. Fer., I 282. ‘Abdu’l-Jubbar says that he himself sawa coin with the names of the four Caliphs on the margin,
but the inscription he quotes has ‘‘Alau’d-duniya wa’d-din’’ on one side and ‘‘Muhammad-i Mahmud’’ on
the other so this cannot possibly be the Bahmani Muhammad I’s coin in any case,

31. Gibbs: Gold and Silver Coins of the Bahmani Kingdom (Numismatic Chronicle, 1881) ; Codrington, Copper Coine
of the Bahmani Dynasty (Num. Chr., 1883); Khwaja Muhammad Ahmad, Rare and Important Coing of the
Bahmani Kwgs (Proceedings of the All-India Oriental Conference, Patna, 1933, pp. 737 fl.); Speight, TAe

Coins of the Bahmans Kings (Islamic Culture, Hyderabad-Dn., 1935, Pp. 268-307); Bherwani, Antecedents,
p- 53, note 25.
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Who built 3 mausoleum, however modest, for him. The mausoleum is about two fur-
longs from the southern gate of the fort of Gulbarga on a platform 46 ft. square,
and what is remarkable is that although the new kingdom had been founded as a
challenge to the Tughluq Empire, this as well as many other monuments at Gulbar-
ga are built on the orthodox Tughluq pattern, with sloping walls, flat dome and
bouquets on the four corners of the roof%.

The magnificence of the new kingdoni ean be estimated by the pilgrimage which
the Queen Mother undertook to Mecea in761]-1360. With a large retinuc of near-
ly a thousand persons she started for Dabul, one of the chief ports of the Bahmani
kingdom on the western coast, and embarked there on a special Bahmani ship on
10-10-761|24-8-1360 landing at Jeddah on 16-11 761/28-9-1360. While she was in the
Hijaz she got as many as four thousand couples married and defrayed all their ex-
penses from her own pocket®. This wasnot all, for she came into communication
with the Abbasid Caliph of Egypt Al-Mu‘tadid bi ‘1-lah® and took his formal sanc-
tion for the use of the Khutbah and Sikkah, i.c., the right of being mentioned in
Friday sermons and the right of eoining money for her son®. Although the so-call-
ed Caliph had no temporal power and very little spiritual power left to him and
was in fact a prisoner in his own palace in Egypt, still he was much revered in the
Muslim lands as the possessor of the mantle of the Apostle of Islam, and the Mus-
lim rulers of India were always happy to be invested in his name especially if they
had to withstand opposition from any quarter®. It secems that there was a danger
lest Sultan Firoz Tughluq of Delhi should make an attempt to attack the Decean
at the instance of the Raya of Tilangana and this sanction coupled with the commen-
dation by the Caliph to Firoz not to shed the blood of the Muslims of the South pro-
bably eased the situation¥. Muhammad was naturally much impressed by what his
mother had done to strengthen his hold on the newly acquired territories, and when
the old lady was on her way back from Dabul to Gulbarga more than a year after she
had left the capital, he went to receive her as far as Kalhar. The Queen lived but
a few months after her return and lived all the time in a room built for her near her

22, Rep. Hyd. Arch. Dept., 1335 F., p. 1.

23. Fer, 1. 285.

24. Not Qi as in‘ Abdu’l-Jubbar, op. cit., p. 237. Mu‘tadid, 753{1352—703|1362. Qaim, 854]1450—859|1455.

25. These two were regarded as the chief emblems of royulty; see Qureshi, op. cit., pp. 71-72.

26, This topic is well didcussed by Qureshi; op. eit. Ch. 2. Even the nominal Caliphate of Egypt became oxtinet with
the conquest of the country by the Turkish Bultan Salim I in 1517,

27. ‘Abdu’l Jubbar, quoting Mulhigat-s Tubaqut- Nasiri, p. 210 and p. 287, I have an ided that even without such a
recomitiendution, éircumitancéh as Well as the huindde tetnperament of Firyz Tughiuq would not Bavo allowed
him to venture on Deccan campaign.
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The doines have shaken off the flat "Tughluq shape and are built over high basements..
These domes are not of uniform dimensions, those over the Mihrab and the gates be--
ing much larger than others and the stilted appearance of the arches which was so-
thuch in favour with the later Bahmanis, has already made its appearance in theni.

The interior of the mosque has a peculiar appearance. Fhree sides of the building,.
i.e., northern, western and southern, are supported by very wide arches, adjoining

which, parallel to the north and south wings, are seven corridors all leading to the
central Mihrab in such a way that a votary sitting in any part of the vast enclosure
should be able to see the Imam standing on the pulpit or leading the prayers. This.
method has produced another pleasing feature that in spite of the completely cover-

ed court, there is a free flow of air from all sides, thus partly counterbalancing the
Indian heat which would otherwise have been the uncomfortable feature of a com-

pletely covered mosque in India.

Before we proceed to the purely political history of the reign of Muhammad I
mention should be made of two facts, one being the ‘“munhiyan’ or secret sevvice
agents of the Deccan at Delhi who were probably appointed to report any fact which
tnight be of interest to the Sultan, and the other the humane element introduced in
{he laws of war by Muhammad I. The sceret serviee men at Delhi proved
their worth when they reported that the Raya of Tilangana was commu-
nicating with Sultan Firoz of Delhi promising him that if he attacked
the Deccan he would be thrice welecome and would be joined not only
by the Raya of Tilangana but by the Raya of Vijayanagar also®®. 1In the domain
of International Law, he decided after the sanguinary Vijayanagar campaign of"
767|-1366, that only those actually in arms should be put to death and the life of
prisoners of war should be regarded as sacred, and thus set an example not only to-
his successors but to his enemies as well®.

II

Muhammad had been appointed heir to the throne by his father in his life time®, .
and he peacefully stepped into his place as the Sultan of the Deccan on his father’s.
death. e immediately ordered that the court should go in deep. mourning which
Was kept up till the third day when he ceremoniously ascended the throne on 3-3-
T59]13-2-1338%.  He used to go to his father’s grave every Thursday and it is he-
18, Fer, L 200. Firoz Tughlug, Sultan of Delhi, 1351—1388. N
19. Fer., 1. 292,

20. Fer., 1. 289,

21. ‘Alau‘d-din Hasan Bahman Shah agecended the throne cn 24-4-748 II; see Sherwani, Antecedents. The Jate of
Muhammad’s accession as given by Fer., is 1-3-795 H., which makes his reign to extend for 10 years, 8 months:
and 5 days which is less than the duration, 11 years, 2 months and 7 days, given in Tabaqat-i Akbari and Bur.,
by about 4 months. But in this matter Bur., is not reliable as it is inaccurate (p. 31) about the date of
Muhammad’s accession putting it in 758, and T'ab., does not give dates either of the uecession or of death. Wa-
may therefore take it thit Mohammad became king on 1-3:759[11-2-1358.
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“ways’’ one of the walls ‘covering’ the shot fired from without, and various other ap-
_pliances suited to the new circumstances. It is remarkable how the new structures
“then built in the Deccan have a great similarity to fortresses built in Europe about
this time, and this.is no doubt due to the fact that so many “Turks and Franks”
“were in the service of the Bahmanis. Such a structure was no doubt the fortress
-called Panah-i Islam or ‘the Refuge of Islam,” built by Badru’d-Din Hilal surnam-
-ed Malikush-Sharq at Bhingar in 776[-1375 a few furlongs from where the fort of
.Ahmadnagar now stands. The inscription which is now affixed to the wall of a
mosque to which obviously it has no relation whatever, says that the fort was built
‘in the reign of Muhammad I in order to keep the local chiefs in check.

There are two large monuments at Gulbarga which are still almost intact, i.e.,
-Jami‘Masjid in the fort and the Shah Bazar Mosque, one clearly showing foreign
-and the other Tughluq influence. Both according to traditions and external ap-
‘pearance the erection of Shah Bazar Mosque may be placed in the reign of Muham-
mad I. Its gateway is structurally extremely similar to Muhammad’s tomb with
its square dome, its corner bouquets and its thick, tapering ‘‘Tughluq” walls,
and taken by itself without the enclosure of the mosque which protrude from both
-sides it might have been a structure meant to hold the remains of a royal person-
-age®.  This building is in strong contrast to another sacred building, the Jami‘Mas-
.Jid inside Gulbarga fort situated a few furlongs off, for here we see the hand of the
foreigner, Persian and Turk, who, in conjunction with Hindu influence, revolution-
ised the Deccan architecture which finally cast off its Tughluq influence in a very
-short time and developed into what was later called the Deccani style. The chief
architect was himself a native of Qazwin, Shams son of Mansur, who built the mos-
~que in 769]-1368". Unlike almost any other mosque in India, the whole of this
‘mosque is entirely roofed, and the inspiration for this kind of building, so obviously
unsuited to Indian climate, must have come from Europe, where the covered parts
-of Spanish as well as Turkish mosques can accommodate thousands of worshippers,
-and which have only comparatively small open courts attached to them.

The roof of this building, 216 ft. cast to west by 176 ft. north to south is divided
.into a number of gables and arches, the latter showing off in the form of domes.

-13. Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica, 1934, p.4. Dr. Nazim rightly says that as Muhammad died in 776 H., so the building
of the fort must have commenced in his reign and completed in the next.

Bhingar, a town in the district of Ahmadnagar, Bombay Provinece; 19 dgrs. 6 mts. N., 76 dgrs. 16 mts. E..
Ahmadnagar, headquarters of a district on the left bank of the river Sena in the Bombay Province; 17 dgrs.
5 mts. N, 74 dgrs. 55 mts. E,,
‘16. Report of the Hyderabad Archacological Department,1335 F., p. 5.

7. Epigr. Indo-Mosl., 1907-8, pp. 102. Report of Hxd. Arch. Dept, 1335 F, pp. 85,
Qaswin, o town at the foot of the Elburz mountains about 60 miles north-west of Teheran in Iran,
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confidence of the king to the greatest degree, and hence was called Malik Naib or
Viceroy?s,

The military forces were likewise organised. The Commander-in-chief was
henceforward known as Amiru‘l-Umara and a group of officers called barbardaran
was created whose duty it was to mobilise the troops in time of need. There were,
besides, two hundred men who were colled Yakke Jawanan or Silahdaran who
were in charge of the personal arms of the king. Besides these there was a well-
equipped force of four thousand body-guards of the king who were called Khasak-
khel. Under the Sultan’s orders fifty Silahdars and one thousand of the Khasah-
khel had to attend the royal person every day®.

About this time a new article of war, gunpowder, had crept into the Deccan and
we read of the use of cannon and muskets in the siege of Adoni in 767 [-1366. 1t is
expressly mentioned that the eannon were operated by Rumiyan wa Firangiyan
(‘““Turks and Franks”) who were put under Mugarrab Khan son of Safdar Khan
Sistani. As will be seen later fire-arms were used by the armies both of the Bah-
manis and of Vijayanagar in the campaign and this was ecighty years before the
“‘pyrotechnics’ at Vijayanagar mentioned by ‘Abdu‘r-Razzaq and forty years be-
fore the Chinese traveller Ma-laun described fire-arms in Bengal in 1406". The
discovery of gunpowder and fire-arms revlutionised the whole conception of defence
almost in the twinkling of the eye, and large fortresses sprung up with extremely
thick wells, strong curtain walls in front of the gates, pigeon holes for fixing muskets,
battlements and towers for gun turrets, double walls with the so-called “‘covered

. . - I - . e i U S

12. Fer., 1. 282. We find the oflice of Malik Naib at Delhi as well; Qureshi. op. cit., p. 10,

Mandy, situated on the summit of a flat-topped hill in the Dhar state, 2079 ft., above sea level; 22 dgrs. 21 mts. N.,,
75 dgrs. 26 mts. E.

Raichur, headquarters of a district in the Krishna-Tungabhadra doab; 16 dgrs. 12 mts. N, 77 dgrs. 4 mts, E..

Bhongir, headquarters of a taluqa in Nalgonda distriet, ILE.JL The Nizam’s Dominions; 17 dgrs. 35 mts. N.,
78 dgrs. 57 mts. E.

Dabul, modern Dabhol, a port in the Ratnagiri districtin the Bombay Province, 17 dgrs. 35 mts. N., 73 degra.
10 mts. E.

Daulatabad, hill fort in Aurangabad district in II.LE.H.The Nizam’s Dominions,

Bidar, headquarters of a district in H.E.H. The Nizam’s Dominions, 17 dgrs. 55 mts. N, 73 dgrs. 2 mts. E.

Ahsanabad Gulbarga, headquarters of a subah in H.E.H. The Nizam’s Dominions, 17 dgrs. 21 mts, N., 76 dgrs.
51 mts. E.

13. Fer., 1. 282 Ferishta says that some of these offices persisted in the ¢ Adil Shahi dominions even up to his own day,
H
1016(-1608.

14. Fer., 1. 200. This is the first time the Europeans are mentioned. For gunpowder see Gode, Use of Guns and Gun-
powder in India (Denison Ross Commemoration Volume, Poona, 1939, pp. 117 ff.) The pyrotechnics at Vijaya-
nagar are mentioned in Matla‘u’s-Sa‘dain, (Elliotand Dowson, History of India as told by her own Hista-
rians, Vol. IV, p. 117). The use of artillery is heard of for the first time in the siege of Baza in Spain by
Isma‘il b. Faraj, Muslim king of Granada in 1325,

Adoni, headquarters of a Taluqa in Bellary district, Madras Province; 15 dgrs. 38 mts. N., 77 dgrs. 17 mts. E.



Wakil (Prime Minister), Wazir (Minister), Dabir (Secrctary), military officers
such as Sarhaddar (Warden of the Marches), Qil‘ ahdar (Commander of a for-
tress), Bakhshi (Paymaster), judicial officers like Qadi (Judge), Mufti (One who
interpreted the Law); police officers such as Kotwal (Commissioner of Police),
Muhtasib (Censor of Public Morals) and many others®. The brochure was, how-
ever, only a compendium on the ideal of kingship and the way in which the Malik
thought the more important offices ought to be filled. He had been appointed
Wakil-i Saltanat or Prime Minister by the first Bahmaui and had retained that post
partly because of his tact, illustrated by such facts as when he excused himself from
sitting in Muhammad’s darbar, as also pcrhaps owing to his acting upon the pre-
cepts laid down in the Nasaih. The brochure, however, can best be regarded as
containing the ideals of a I’rime Minister rather than the constitution of the king-
dom as accepted by the king himself’. It is, however, of some value as describing
the perquisites of certain high offices of the Bahmani kingdom!.

It was, no doubt with the advice of his chief minister that Muhammad I orga-
nised the administration of the kingdom which kept on practically right up to the
end of the Bahmanis. As has been remarked elsewhere ‘Alau‘d-din Bahman
Shah’s reign had seen the extension of the kingdom from Mandu to Raichur and
from Bhongir to Dabul and Goa while the Rayas of the Krishna country as well as
the Raya of Tilangana were its tributaries'. During the carly years of the Sulta-
nate most of the time of the Sultan was taken up by military campaigns and the
country was governed more or less under martial law. Muhammad I, however,
put the administration on a semi-civil basis. He divided the kingdom into four
atraf or provinces centred round Daulatabad, Berar, Bidar and Gulbarga, entitling
the provincial governors as M usnad-t° AU, Majlis-i Ali, A‘zam-i Humayun and Ma-
Uik Naib respectively. The province of Gulbarga, which included Bijapur, was re-
garded the most important of all and was usually given to one who commanded the

8. The nomenclature of most of the offices mentioned isnearly the same as that used at Delhi, For the latter see
‘1. H. Qureshi, Administration of the Sultanate of Dehli, T.ahore, 1942, Ch. 5 and 7.

9. See Siddigqi, Malik Saifu’d-din Ghori (Trensuctions of Indian History Congress, Calcutta, 1939, pp. 701 ff.)
where an attempt is made to regard the brochure as the definite constitution of the kingdom. Also see Sid-
diqi, Organisation of the Central and Provincial Government of the Deccan under the Bahmanides (Mysore
Orientul Conference 1935, p. 463).

10. It might be remarked that Ferishta is the only authority who mentions even tho name of this minister, while
Burhani-Maasir, Tabaqat-i Akbari and the rest are silent about him. The strange part of it is that he is
not mentioned by the contemporary ‘1sami in his Futuhu’s-Sala?in, Agra, 1938, who otherwise gives details
almost to a fault, but it might have been due lessto the fact that the Malik had not attained eminence in
‘Isami’s lifetime, .

11, Sherwani, Establishment of the Bahmani Kingdom Journal of Indian History, Madras, December 1941, p. 2883
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If the credit of proclaiming the independence of the Deccan goes to Nasiru‘d-
din Isma‘il, and if ‘Alau‘d-din Hasan was the founder of the Bahmani dynasty, Mu-
hammad I was the organiser of the kingdom and the founder of its institutions..
As the centre and apex of the new kingdom he was careful cnough to clothe his.
own person with all the paraphernalia of royalty, and he made his daily darbar as:
resplendent and ceremonious as behoved the ruler of a mighty state. Every day
except Fridays carpets of silk of the highest order were spread and shamianas of”
the cloth of gold erected for the reception of all and sundry. The king arrived at
the darbar hall when an eighth part of the day (one pahar) had expired and was.
at work till the call to afternoon prayers, i.e., about an hour after the solar noon. In
the beginning of his reign he was content with the silver throne bequeathed to him
by his father, but this was replaced on 21-3-1363 by the magnificent Takht-i Firoza
or Turquoise Throne sent to him by the Raya of Tilangana’. This throne was made
of ebony and was three yards long and two yards broad. It was called Turquoise
Throne as it was originally covered with the enamel of turquoise hue, but each new
Sultan after Muhammad I added fresh jewels and ornaments to it till there wag.
nothing visible except precious stones®.

This throne was placed in the Aiwan-i Bar-i ‘Am or Hall of Public Audience..
The new Sultan was jealous of his prestige even with those who had been the co-
adjutors of his father, so when his own father-in-law Malik Saifu‘d-din Ghori saw
his inclinations in this respect he excused himself from taking a seat in the royal
presence, and henceforward no one dared to sit in the darbar. Besides being a for-
mer colleague of ‘Alau‘d-din Hasan Bahman Shah and the father-in-law of the
king, Saifu‘d-din Ghori was also the man who put down the principles of royal
government in the brochure named Nasaihu'l-Muluk?. The brochure, after the
fashion of the early Muslim writers, is a kind of compendium of advice which has.
been proffered to his royal master and kinsman. It is addressed to the king him-
self and gives the qualitics requisite for a successful monarch, the place and condi-
tions of counsel, the need for appointing the best man possible to every post, high or
low, the division of officers into men of ‘“‘Sword and the Standard’’ and men of
“Knowledge and Pen,”” and the qualitics pertaining to high civil officers such as the

5. The king sat on the new throne on the Navroz or Persian New Year’s day following the autumn;.l solstice in 764 H;
Fer., 1. 282. Sir-Wolseley Haig is wrong in giving the date as 21-3-1365; see Cambridge History of India
111, p. 381.

6. Fer., 1. 288,

7. I have not been able to lay my hands on the original work, but there is an Urdu translation in extenso in ‘Abdu’l-
Jabbar Khan's Tackira-s Salatin-i Dakan, Hydernbad 1329 H., pp. 75-82. The author says (p. 75) that he-
had an original copy with him when he translated the work but, along with the whole of his library, rich in
manuscripts, it was destroyed in the floods of the Musi river on 1-9-1326 H. He says that it was this bro-
chure which was renamed Dastur-i Juhan Kushar by Maulana Khairu’l-lah in Shah Jehan's reign which I
have not been able to trace. Naturally under these circumstances little can be said about the authenticity of"
the pamphlet.




MUHAMMAD I, ORGANISER OF THE
BAHMANI KINGDOM.

11-2-1358 — 20-4-1375.

BY

H. K. SHERWANI.

When ‘Alau’d-din Bahman Shah ase nded the throne in 748(1347 there were
‘three'major factions in the Deccan all trying to get the best out of the turmoil,
namely those who stood for an independent Dececan under the new dynasty, those
who were partisans of the Tughluq faction and thirdly local chiefs and muqad-
-dams who were for their own aggrandisement. ‘Alau’d-din was suceessful in cop-
ing with all antagonistic clements and leave the kingdom to his son Muhammad
.Shah as peaceful as was possible under the circumstances. ‘Alau’d-din had kept up
fairly good relations with the Rayas of Tilangana! and Vijayanagar? and while the
chiefs of Tilangana were so friendly as to be invited to the marriage of the Crown
Prince, the Raya of Tilangana had shown his inclination towards remaining with
the Bahmanis on terms of friendship by sending as a present a priceless ruby
which ‘Alau‘d-din’s successor affixed to a bejewelled huma or Bird of Good Omen
which he set up on the top end of his royal umbrella3, The land was, however,
still infested with non-deseript thieves and robbers and Muhammad took care to
stem lawlessness by ordering the governors of his newly created provinces to give
no quarter to those who were interferingin the peaceful evolution of the kingdom.
It is related how the heads of thousands of such thugs and dacoits were sent to the
capital in the course of six months. Naturally this could have only one effect,
and when Muhammad died he left the kingdom entirely peaceful and law-abiding®.

1. The Raya of Tilangana was Kanya Nayak who had atone time aided Zafar Khan in the overthrow of the Tughlugs,
Sce Sherwani, dntecedents of the Bahmani Dynasty (Journal of the Aligarh Iiistorical Research Imstitute,
April 1941, p. 1). Kanya Nayak died in 1375; Rama Rao, Foundation of the Reddi Kingdom, ('I'ransuctions
of the Indian MHistory Congress, Allahabad, 1938,p. 249).

2, Qur Persian chroniclers almost invariably eail the Raya of Tilangana ecither ‘Kishan Rai’ or ‘Dev Rai’ using
these epithets as titles not names. All these chroniclers composed their. works after the brilliant rule of
Krishna Dev Rai of Vijayanagar, 1519-1530, and were probably so much impressed by him that they consi-
dered his personal name to be a generic name forall his predecessors in title. For the Vijayanagar succes-
'gion see n. 43 below.

Vijayanagar, capital of the Empire of that name, nowa village in the Hospet Taluqa of Bellary district, Madras
Provinee; 15 degrees 20 minutes North. 76 degrees 28 minutes East.

" 3. Ferishta, Gulshan-{ Ibrahimi, Lucknow, 1281 H. During the later part of his reign Muhammad used an umbrella
' covered with a portion of the cover of the Ka’bah brought to India by his mother; Fer., I. 285.
4. Fer,, 1. 295.

.
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