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PREFACE.

The short story is to-day occupying
a very distinct place in the field of litera-
ture. It has in fact become quite a piece
of fine art, a plaster work to be sensitive-
ly chiselled and delicately modelled,
The short story being a compressed form
of expression, is obviously dynamic and
forceful. Schiller has said that an artist
may be known rather by what he omits.
Pater ecchoes him when he says “In
literature an artist may be best recogni-
sed by his tact of omission. For all art
does but consist in the removal of sur-
plusage”. Therefore is the short story
a highly evolved form of expression.

For a long time the short story having
been the most popular and the most
widely appealing mode of literature, had
tended to remain a commercial com-
modity and the writers were tempted to
produce melodramatic and shoddy stuff
generally known as “Thrillers”.  Every
writer of fiction was told he was a server
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of the public and his duty only consisted
in entertaining the public with delectable

lies.

But that old formula has gradually
given place to a new one. Now the
short story has become a fresh living
stream through which whirls the current
of life. Nostory is of value to-day un-
less it is ‘“‘organic substance” that is,
substance which is pregnant with living
breath. Edward J. O’Brien in his intro-
duction to modern short stories describes
this substance as something “achieved
by the artist in every act of creation,
rather than something already present,
and accordingly a factor a group of facts
in a story only attains substantial em-
bodiment when the artist’s power of
compelling imaginative persuasion trans-
forms them into a living truth”. The best
test of a story is therefore the power in
the selection of facts and incidents which
the writer makes.

The artistry and loveliness of form
is a necessary element in making the
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story attractive and appealing. In this
not only has the selection of words to be
skilful and the creation of the atmos-
phere satisfying but also the facts have
to be direct and the portrayal and
character havea vivid sense of life, so that
the readerfeels a responsive cord
awakened in him by a touch oh some
vital experience of his life,

But while the short story is reaching
a highly specialised form in the Western
countries, in India it is still in its infancy.
But with the coming of the Renaissance
period various interesting and original
attempts are discernible to-day all over
the country. The work of our young
author Mr. Sukhthanker is one of them.
In its zeal to. progress India has grown
extremely sensitive to many of its ills
and this spirit finds bold and uncom-
promising expression through all her strug-
gling literary efforts and in this effect the
short story has undoubtedly been found
to be one of the best and most forceful
implements for showing up the ugly



shades that mar a nation’s glory.
Mr. Sukhthanker’s one of those who has
wielded the short story to this effect
with considerable success. But one can’t
quite charge him as a propagandist
writer. He has too much of the artist
in him to merely lend himself to become
a dumb instrument for the propagation
of some reformist ideas. He is a vessel
through which beauty must needs empty
itself for the sheer joy of doingit. He is
too agitated by the craving for expres-
sion. What is most striking about his
work is its originality and freshness.
Like a true child of the Renaissance he
has struck out a new path for himself
and is boldly treading it, hoping to reach
a destiny or rather carve out a new
destiny for himself.

Hailing from Goa, his stories all take
their life and colour from that beautiful
land. Thiscountry, over-rich in vegetation
and partly rural and partly jungle-like in
character, has lent the stories an almost
primitive and idyllic charm. The people
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of Goa are like big grown up children,
simple and straight, with trustful guile-
less eyes and a deep abiding faith in
eachother. Indeed until recently thieving
was practically unknown in that land.
While the rest of the world around is
convulsed by sensational murders, thrill-
ing frauds, society robberies and the
exploits of Blue Beards, the life of
Goa flows on along its ancient course
uninterrupted by these civilised modes
of exploiting life.

Mr. Sukhthanker has given expression
to these characteristics in a delicately
realistic manner. The idioms and ex-
pressions peculiar to Goa lend an added
charm rendering the atmosphere uni-
quely Goan.

The story Thamrapat is a fine gem
of simplicity and chaste beauty, full of
that “Substance of life” together with
an attractive form pulsing with life. It
puts one very strongly in mind of the
Russian short stories. There is undoubt-



§)

edly a new influence at work bringing
new elements into Indian literature that
are a very welcome acquisition. T hamra-
pat and Varanda both touch a very
intimate cord of Indian life with a simple
directness which is both striking and
appealing for it lays bare the hungry
nakedness of a people caught between
the wheels of economic and political
exploitation. Ever and avain has their
quality of infinite patience and submis-
sion to suffering been taken advantage
of by those who are in power. And
in the whirl of the camble for power
among these mighty ones, these suffering
children of the soil get reduced to the
greatest sorrow. It is “the tragic tale of
India, yet unrelated to the world, perhaps
wept silently in the dead of night by these
dumb children of agony. But in them
is still alive the spark of fire, that urge
of life which lifts one from humiliation
to dignity, from degradation to honour
and from ugliness to beauty. They are
still the custodians of India’s pride and
honour, forin their simplicity and direct-
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ness there is no room for dishonour
or shame. They will tolerate no humilia-
tion. Their child-like honesty and pride
rises in revolt against injustice to huma-
nity. The “Slave mentality” which has
been the priceless acquisition of the
Educated has left more or less untouch-
ed these children of the soil. For, they
have luckily escaped a system of edu-
cation that has been wrought for the
mental and cultural enslavement of the
people. Thus we find in Varanda and
Duble Shrimanths, the natural revolt in
them against tyranny and insult, however
crude or primitive a form it may take.
Recent events have shown and are show-
ing to-day how strong and deep-rooted is
that sense of honour and dignity and to
what heights of sacrifice and nobility they
can rise to assert it. An Englishman
who visited Guzerat during the No-Tax
campaign of 1930 was struck to see
hanging in one of the peasants’ huts the
text ‘“ A coward has no home in Guze-
rat”. He asked them over and over
again about the hardships they were going
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through at the time; but he was invariably
met with the reply that for the sake of
their country’s honour such hardships
were of small account. Nay, so strong
and unbreakable is their spirit that to
usc the expression from Varanda,
“ Powerful Fate cven has to bow before
it !”

The leading story is one that goes
straicht to onc’s heart and provokes
much thought and reflection. It gives
the key to onc of the biggest social evds of
Goa and one which is by no means un-
known in other parts of India. It has
in fact been engaging the attention of
social reformers for many years. The
origin of this custom 1s too well known
to need a repetition here. It isa cus-
tom that once prevailed in several
countries such as Greece and Rome.
Everywhere they originally began with
the dedication of girls as temple maidens
whose one distinction was chastity and
purity and who were very zealously
guarded. But the custom invariably
degenerated into prostitution not so
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much by the deterioration of the custom
itself as the moral degeneration of priests
and with them all religious obscrvances.
But in spite of this, the tradition of the
old ideals of purity still lingers in the
dark recesses of these gloomy chambers
of horror and sadness, for unlike the
ceneral class of prostitutes, the Devada-
sis usually tend to remain faithful to one
man. And if to-day they have been
led into the ordinary prostitution it is
duc to economic pressure and the con-
sequent migration to larger cities where
such a calling is a purely commercial
concern. Indeed the girl is hardly to
blame. The environment in which she
grows up, the education she is given, the
ambitions which are placed before her,
all these are with a view to ultimately
mould her into selling herself to earn
her bread, and most often that of the
other members of the family who be-
come dependent on her once she starts
earning.

To-day prostitution has attracted
world wide attention and become a
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subject of such an international impor-
tance, that even the League of Nations
thought it fit to appoint a Committee to
go into this problem, particularly with
a view to dealing with the White Slave
trade. And the one thing which has
been brought home to us most poignant-
ly isthe fact that this curse has its origin
not in any innate sense of lack of mo-
rality but in the present economic sys-
tem with its vast millions of unemploy-
ed, the sweating of labour, the existence of
a class which preserves such institutions
through the maintenance of so much
general poverty by badly paid labour.
In fact in some of the Western countries
certain professions although perfectly
honest in themselves are so poorly paid
that it becomesnecessary for these girls to
supplement their meagre income through
other means. At the end of a weary
day after working for 8 hours most
often, this job of prostitution seems the
easiest for their overtired and underfed
bodies to set to. Alas, how few realise
the tragedy that lies behind those rosy
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curtains that draw the men with coins
jingling in their pockets! Thus this

glaring social evil is greatly the result of
a grievous economic wrong.

How the economic status affects the
social status is clearly indicated in the
difference in the position occupied by a
girl in a Devadasi family and that of a
girl in an ordinary family. In the usual
home it is the boy who engages the
attention of the family. It is to him
that more opportunities are given.
More ambitions are placed before him,
and of course more money is spent on him.
Generally speaking he occupies a more
important place. But in a Devadasi
home, it is the girl who is the cynosure of
all eyes. It is she who is tended with
care and pandered to, for she is the
future bread winner. All the education
that she receives in music and dancing
1s meant as an aid to her profession. As
I have said, she is willing to remain
faithful to one man but very rarely do
the economic conditions permit her todo
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so. If the man is not able or willing to
support her, she has to seek another sup-
porter. One may well ask why not seek
another profession ? But thisis more easi-
ly said than done. Traditions die hard,
and unless effort is made through gene-,
ral education and propaganda for a radi-
cal change in their life, and at the same
time a move set afloat to draw them
into other professions the custom is
bound to continue, because the Devada-
sis have a superstition that they should
not marry. Dut one of the biggest ob-
stacles in the way of progress are the
men. They are the drones. They have
no education and the family never
bothers about them. They are more or
less accepted as the inevitable hangers
on, a part which the men play to perfec-
tion. If they could become self-suppor-
ting, half the battle would be won.

There is a great and useful future
before these Devadasis. Having had
the opportunity to cultivate music and
dancing for a long time, they would
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certainly make efficient teachers in these
branches of the fine Arts. Unfortuna-
tely there is not and has not been suffi-
cient propaganda in the country to wean
these girls away from this miserable
existence and open up a new life of
white purity for them.  The few
attempts have been sporadic. There is
no doubt that a strong public opinion is
oetting roused and organised on this
question. A good few marriages are
heard of in thiscommunity. Education
too is spreading among them.

But the thing that would greatly
help this work would be a clear legisla-
tive measure to prevent this custom, so
that it goes hand in hand with the
general educative and propaganda work.
The Mysore State gave a lead in this
matter nearly thirty years ago by initia-
ting reforms in this direction and by
1910 had forbidden completely the
custom of dedication. In 1927 Dr. Mu-
thulaxmi introduced the Devadasi Bill
in the Madras Legislative Council and
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got it through. The Central Provinces
have placed on the statute book a mea-
sure for the protection of what are
known there as the Naik girls. DBut
there is no All-India legislation function-
ing to-day for this purpose. There is a
Bill expected in the Legislative Assembly
putting a definite stop to this. There
will have to be at the same time a very
strenuous constructive propaganda to
rouse these women to revolt against this
abhorrence. Thisis a great and useful
work for many a social worker to venture
into, a noble cause that ought to draw
forth every feeling soul, till this custom
1s destroyed and tender flowers like Jar
and Juz do not fade and wither away in
their fresh and early bloom, broken
and bled, and all because they happened
to be victims of a code of morality that
has two standards, one for the man and
the other for the woman, one for the
opulent rich who can throw a few coins
and lightly buy a woman's flesh, and one
for the poor who to save the starving
body have to bruise and scar it. When
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shall we remember that millions of our
sisters are selling what 1s most precious
to them—their honour, to buy their daily
bread, and all because of an ugly system
which we are surely upholding as long
as we are not actively working to destroy
it in order to liberate the honour of
womanhood and save from degradation
and a perpetual living death, the sweetly
blossoming Jais and Juis.

Vande Mataram is a little lyrical story
full of a swaying pathos. It is the sweet
sad tale of an unhappy country where to
love freedom is to court martyrdom. A
tyrant is always a coward and must of
necessity fear every little shadow that
may chance to cross his path. So he
lefends his unjust position and tries to
maintain it by all ways and means, no
matter how cruel or foul they be. The
nfliction of every sort of moral and
dhysical injury on undertrials in prison
sells is becoming more than a story. The
wmiliating facts that are flung at the
aces of the dispensers of Law in law
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courts by these brave victims on the
kind of treatment which is meted out to
them, the forcible extraction of signatures
to documents and apologies, the inven-
tion of romantic tales to be passed off as
approvers’ stories—and last but not least
the most revolting means used to create
artificial approvers, all these are common
every day occurrences, FEven interna-
tional law is set aside where the power
of the master is in danger and his right
of ruling is rebelled against by thought,
word or deed.

[t is being increasingly felt and proved
that the administration of law and its
maintenance in an imperialistic regime
is nothing short of a Sham. Itis but in
the fitness of things that all law should
be ruled and guided by but one principle
—the fullest benefit to the small leisured
upper class at the fullest cost of the wvast
toiling working class. In the same way
when one country rules over another, law
is administered to serve the rulers as
against the ruled. In desperately cling-
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ing toits fast dying power the imperial
power stoops to the vilest of means to
save its feeble breath.

A sternness is lent to this delicate story
by those bedrocks of strength and
courage—the two DBengali revolutiona-
ries. Lll\e all rebels thcy are more ideas
than individuals, Their bodies may be
crucified but their ideals live forever as
they did in the heart of the little girl.
Like wine they fill the cellars of our
being, growing sweeter and maturer with
time. The little virl is the sweet and
meek expression of that strength and
power of the two patriots. She neither
knows nor understands, but she is con-
scious of the tremendous forces and while
thrilling to their power yields all her
heart’s love and devotion to their gentle
affection. She could never know, nor
would she naturally believe that such
admirable magnificence could meet with
unkindness or sufferine. To her mind
they two were luminous spirits who
belonged to a fairy world with their
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magic mantra of Vande Mataram. Age
and experience has not dispelled that
child illusion. For her mind clings only
to essentials, and in essence the two
patriots are but dynamic ideas infusing
spirit and courage into the country. The
abrupt termination of their life is to them
what it was to those two heroes Sacco
and Vanczetti, and it can be perfectly
described by quoting Vanzettis’ own last
message before his execution :

“If it had not been for these
things I might have lived out my
life, talking at streel corners fo
scorning men. 1 might have died
unmarked—unknown—a  failure.
Now we are not a failure.—~This is
our career and our triumph!/—
Never in our full life can we hope
to do such work for tolerance—for
qustice—for man's understanding of
man—as now we do by an accident—
Our words—our lives—our pains—
Nothing ! Thetaking of our lives—
lives of a good shoe-maker and a
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poor fishpedlar—That's all!  That
last moment belongs to us—that
agony is our triumph !

[ am so convinced to be right
that, you can kill me but once but
even if you could execute me twice
and if I could be reborn two other
times, I would live again to do what
I have done already—"

This is the message of all patriots who
live, labour and die for the cause of free-
dom and whose watchword, comfort and
light forever is Vande Mataram [—

leaw\of&duﬂ @-&Eﬁw bspsa

PooNa,
21st July 1931,
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“Every man born has the right to gain
his sustenance from the land, just as every
man has a right to the air and the sun, and
that, therefore, no one who does not work the
land has the right to regard the land as his

own and to keep others from working it.”
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—The Bombay Gazette, January 15, 1396,
“Qs revoltosos fizeram levantar os roitos de Satary,
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