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The Philosophy of the Gita and Sri Madhvacharya’s
Place and Achievement as its Interpreter.

by
VIDYABHUSHANA
Dr. B. N. KRISHNAMURTI SARMA, M A, PhD.
Professor of Sanskrit,
RUPAREL COLLEGE, BOMBAY

The Bhagavaagita takes rank among the great Scriptures of the world and
holds the admiration of the East and the West on account of the sublimity of its
ideas, the inimitable felicity of 1ts expression, incredible simplicity of its language
and its passionate faith in universal Monotheism.  Without denying its universal-
ity of outlook or application, one may sull study it in its strictly Indian mulieus
to get at its cential philosophy of life The nterpretation of its philosophy
by the Indian philosophers of the past, has then, a solemn right to be carefully
considered by all those, who want to study its teachings in the original-
Within India itself, it has been recognised together with the pamshads and the
Brahmasutias as constituting the Prasthanatrayi or Triple Source or Canon of
orthodox Hindu philosophy

Like Samkara and Ramanuja before him, Sri Madhvacharya too, began his
philosophical career with a Bhashya on the Gifa It was his first philosophical
work  The Gita-Tatpaiyamrnaya, as 1ts companion volume, supplements the
inteipretations of the Bhashya with additional arguments, authorities, and dis-

cussions. |t also discusses the geneial teachings ot the Vedantasastra and the
interpretations of the Gita by other schools.

The interpretations of the Gifa as of the Brahmasutras, by Samkara and
Ramanuja, have received wide publicity at the hands of many modern scholars.
But very lttle is known to a modern Indian about the views ot Madhva
Considering the remarkable originality, subtlety and richness of thought and decp
suggestiveness cf Madhva's interpretations of this great text, it secems worth-
while to invite the attention of all those intetested in cnnching their religious and
philosophical lives and experience by reflecting on what an original Thinker and
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Teacher of mankind like Sri Madhva has to tell us about the teachings of this
great Scripture of India, to some salient features of his Bhashya.

It would however be necessary to provide a background of ideas about the
philesophical teachings of the Gita in respect of God and the world of Matter
and souls, to enable one to correctly appreciate the value and merit of Madhva’s
new interpretations of the text from a fresh standpoint and assess the worth of
his achivement, in this direction. The best way to try to get at the philosophical
outline of the Gita teachings. is to apply the Upakramopasamhara-method, to
determine the general trend of its thought, which we shall do in the following
examination.

The Gita is evidently later than the Brahmasutras (See Gita xiii, 4). The
Sutras yield a Theistic system whose pivotal ideas may be stated to be the
reality of the world of matter and souls. the validity of our ethical codes,
their moral values and sanctions, the acceptance ,of the human personaiity
as a real centre of consciousness and activity, its plurality and its persistence
in release, God's government of the Cosmos at all times, His lordship over all
flinite reality, His metaphisical Independence, Immanence and Transcendence for
all time  We shall now proceed to see how much natural support these basic
truths of Theism derive from the Gita.

Plurality of Selves and their Persistence in Release

This point receives attention even at the outset The dramatic opening of
the Gita philosophy is made with an allusion to the cardinal principles of Theism=
viz. immortality of a multiplicity of souls and the Lord as their Ruler * It is
natural to believe that this plurality has reference to the souls rather than merely
to their physical bodies alone, as Samkara has been eager to suggest in the
interests of his system of Ekatmavada and the identity of that Atman with the
Brahman?. Sure, “We cannot draw any conclusion about the ultimate nature
of the soul from an occasional singular or plural usage” (Radhskrishnan /nd Phil
i. p 551). But Samkara is the first who has tried to avoid the natural implication
of the plural usage and explam it away, which meets with a rebuff and an

. aémz g | q @ A Farfar: 17 3 e 8 299d: WA (in, 12) “g"
gains point only on Madhva’s explantation
2. Cf Sgirggenr agaaa Acadafagao |
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emphasis on the plural from Ramanuja® and Madhva 2 However that may be
we are confronted with plural usages not occasionally, but as a matter of course

in the beginning, middle and towards the close of the work: @iIZ[4=d 3 7+% 1 sfiad
as knowers of Tatparyalingas might put it. Cf. 315?1@[;{, wargd,, afvzar: (i, 11)
AAIfEaad (v 16) J95+A Arcqafsa merear: (viii 15, viii, 11, 21) AF 1% Iad
A (xiii, 7) $AC ATIAAT (xviii, 61) T=F=AT: (xv» 5)

Even if all these could be dismissed as casual and unintentional, we are forced
to swallow an inescapable doctrine of plurality of souls and the Supreme as thei®
Transcendent Lord in xv, 16-18 which has rightly been emphasised by Madhva.
This Chapter, termed Purushottama Yoga, occurring right in the heart of the Gita
and so close en the heels of the Visvarupadarsana, where the Lord had just
communicated (o Arjuna /» camera, and in the most solemn confidence. the
highest vision of Himself, could at lcast be trusted (o tell the highest truth and nothing
but the truth about the nature of the souls and their relation to the Supreme:

FIfadt gedt @ @varee 0 9

gy |aifon A wzensae =9 1l

T JETRAA WPATHAIE |

A FFAIAIA (97T Pl |
The verses clcarlv enunciate the difference between God and the souls (kshara)
that are ex hypothesi many (Sarvam bhutam The term bhutam must indeed refer
to Senticnt beings not only because they are spoken of as Purushas which

unquestionably dcnotes sentients here as elsewhere: T Hé‘l?{ﬂrﬁi (xvin, OI)
but also because of established usages of the kind: =157 #gdl ¥aex frpargana

(Chan. Up. referring to Brahman Cf. also T Fqc'g&zga 'g*mar:ﬁm;(Mbh.)
Apart from the propriety of the use of “Purusha”’, attention to the manner of
wording of the socalled “Purushottama-level” shows no trace of any conscious-

ness of a yet higher stage in the mind of its author, at the time of making so
momentous a declaration:

. . . . - ~n ~ e ~ .
1 of g gdauaraat o 7 07 qeafas of arEaaestiy gde )
2. o WIEAT AT QERErggE 98 SfEAsH, 77399 adeverar q sranaafd
7al ufAsqegary | (Jayatirtha)
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kA A% R T afsd: R (x, 18)

Tagsl IGAFRA, FIFAL G (xv, 20)
Cf. also Gita (vi, 25-26 and ix, 4'. Krishna is emphatic that the distinction of
Purushottma holds good “within this world of experience” @%) as well as in

Scripture (32 3). It is not thus, a mere popular view or an “opinion of the
world”, but the conclusion of the Veda and is true of the released state also cf.
IAFFIENT (Rg Veda x. 90. 2) and WeReaaqeaaxxq sam: 363 (Chan. Up.
viii» 12, 2).  Purushottamatvaijnana, is thus the “Sastra-drshti” too as much as
it is the loka-drshti- This is conveyed in another statement of the Lord EEe
WIERT T vx, 15 This superiority of the Lord consists not only in his Transcen-
dence, but in his active control fantaryamitva) of creatures referred to in xviiis
61 and illustrated in passages like SRT37AM (vii. 5) which means not so much
‘becoming the soul’ as vivifying it: TRFAY f TAZ AT I as explained by
that text itself, and many others: AT I HATH TAFAGASET.....oovveeerne.
xv 13 “Jivabhuta” then, can only mean “life-giver” which is its root meaning.
This meaning is found in one of the thousand names of Vishnu siat faaf¥ar arsht
and in the Sruti from the Pancharatra, quoted by Madhva: Sia 2fy wiadisfaeg-
@D as well as in the Pancaratra text: ‘aTH.a\fEIT?HE'?Nﬂ arg Ay s quoted by
Samkara in his bhashya on Brahmasutra (ii 2. 42) which has been shown by

Ramanuja and Madhva to refer (n0f to the human soul as understood by Samkara
but) to one of the Vyuha-forms of the Supreme

Purushottama then is the highest concept reached in the Gita philosophy and
the keynote of its entire thought. The other parts of the text must therefore be
interpreted in strict harmony with this principal teaching. It is characterised by

Krishna himself as “the most precious doctrine” (q&ad A&q) and the summum
bonum of philosophic wisdom, the be all and end-all of Sastra: T Tear gfgnr-

FEAFIRIY ANA (xv, 20)  Indeed, even Samkara so forgets himself or lays
asnde for the nonce hns et theory to such an extent here as to observe that it

. Thisis proved even by the tail-end of the very text cited by Samkara:
AT <A |y R A fraars |
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(Purushottamayoga) is the quintessence not only of the Gila, but of the entire
Vedas and that it marks the terminus of the subject: qal & MararerT aferasars
QETEARE: | 9 ¥4 Aararerd w7 | f5g 894 3714 22 aR@Arg In the face of
such plain-speaking of the father of Advaita itself, the special pleading of
Dr. Radhakrishnan, that “even the Purushottama is zmagmary, since there is in
Him an element of not self” (1) 1, fails to impress.
ii
The basis for a plurality of standpomts in the Gita, being so slender, the
alleged presence of two conflicting views about the ultimate state, “one making
the freed soul lose itself in the impersonality of Brahman and the other, where
we possess and enjoy God, being Iifted above all suffering and pain which are
the badges of subjection” (Radhakrishnan, I Phil i, 578) can only be referred
to a misunderstanding of the real import of the cryptically worded passages 2
descriptive of the goal of “Brahma-bhuya”

The Gita however endeavours to resolve such doubts and give a proper
lead in matters of conflict, following the method of review adopted by the
Sutrakara  Cf. Gita, ii, 16; 44-45, w, 2, v, 1-4; wii, 30

The casc for the familiar Absorptionist view of Moksha generally rests on
the following texts of the Gua #®gMEANMEr (iv, 10) safa=sia (i, 72)
| FEATIEAT (v, 20)  sAfal anAstirEsty (v, 24) W gafEion (v, 25)
FaaaE w9 (av, 26) 7 Al A 83 (viii, 5)

The terms A9 and #8197 are obvicusly used as synonymous. But for an
Advaitin, strictly speaking, absorption in Krishna, the Saguna Brahman, could not
be deemed the highest Mukti of a8, Elsewhere again, in xviii, 54, the “‘S&qd"
is saud to acquire highest devotion to Krishnal
TA- 98ARET F qAfE T HGR |
an 847 ¥7g agie evd 9ue 1)

1 I Pl i, p. 549.
2 The raison d’etre of such cryptic utterances in Sastra is furnished in the
Autareya-Aranyaka W&EAr 27 & a0 saatzs: Gi, 4, 3).
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This shows how untenable is the distinction of higher and lower Mukti introduced
by Samkara. The true sense of amfaaln sve, F3fd, WA F&9d (xiv, 26)

is brought out by the otherwise redundant phraseology adopted in @ 2l srEfarator
TEPTASRRTEBR (v, 24).  The S@A has no need to artain SEFA over again!
The bliss of “Brahmanirvana” is said to lic in “abiding in Krishna*: @nfea faaior-
gt sedearafsi (vi, 15).  This is most singular, as in Advaitic parlance

Brahmanirvana is represented as a far higher state than mere union with
Krishna,—who is at best, only a Saguna Brahmana! This lets the Advaitic
interpretation of these passages, completely down. In these circumstances,

phrases like #gTa, FHPT............ can hardly make the freed souls “lose them-
selves in the impersonality of the Brahman”.?  They could only signify the final
resting of the self of man in the Supreme: sifi+d+fEAIfed as the Tairtiriya
Upanisad puts it; SIRA=F T qaN7 ARG as the Brahmasutras i, 1, 19) put it
or 13 ?{g q q@A !ﬁg 9 Wq9 as the Gita (xi, 54) itself expresses it.
il

Tho' the human souls resemble God in certain respects, many are the points

of disparity between the two emphasised by the Gita, with a view to establishing

¢
their ultimate distinction. These points (399f) of contrast (F9%9) could be
indicated as follows:

I. The Omniscience of God and the limited nature of human understanding:
ar-ag 37 @aifor @ & 3 w@@w (v, 5)
¥ wndiarfa saarafy T |
afyearfr =@ @alfn ai g 37 a1 *a (vii, 26)
Agr-aFd xR AEA (xv, 15)
FAAIRAACANT A F qea\A (x, 15)
2. The infinitude of God and the finiteness of the self:
qraaEwargean (i, 22) 96 SEQGEN & 9% (xii, 21)

3. The eternal freedom of the Deity and the need for divine grace in the
deliverance of the finite selves from the miseries of embodiment:

warzraReafy | darAE aggdl JQUaRATRI |
1. Radhakrishnan, 7, Phil. ;73—578 I B
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4. God is the goal while the souls are seckers after peace:
gl At aeddl grear g (xviii, 55)

5. He is the ground and basis of all—(31417)
afy wafid Mg (vi, 7) T g A A A (i, 12)
afgteas qAAE (xin, 15)
6 He is the great Controller of creatures:
79: eREARET T (xv, 16) AT 83 9397 (x, 8)
S QI (xviii, 6T)

7. Heis the Creator, Presetver etc., of all:
sEAfEfE A (x, 2)  amo & sfEEa (xiv, 27)
Fourd) fgaraed (ix, 7)ot e f@r (xiv, 4)
wAreAA WERY gAY (i, 10)  wfa safiE e (vii, 7)

8 His all-pervasiveness and the atomicity of the self: ?
a3 guaf ddisfa a3 (xi, 40)  fer: aaaa: @@y (i, 24)
afgeras @A (xiii, 15)

9. The special attention paid by the Gita to theological matters like the
Ways of Exit (viii, 12-13; 23-24) and means of release and the description
of a special realm reached by the Muktas and the elaborate codes of Karma
conducive to it, would all be out of place, in a strictly Absolutistic scheme of
Moksha, conceived as a simple process of Avidya muvrtti, which when accom-
plished, automatically ushers in the dawn of monistic consciousness. There can be
no justification for the celorful and elaborate details regarding the upward passage
of the knower (fa39 IIfsa-) the choice of the path (A1) and journey (cf viii,
24) to a far of goal (viii, 21) and so on  The Advaitic philosopher has always
nursed an uncomfortable feeling of dissatisfaction with such dualistic trappings
as ‘exit’ ‘journey” and ‘way’ and Samkara makes no secret of his disapproval

1. The atomicity of the self is upheld in the Brahmasutras. As the Gita
presupposes the Sutras and as the atomicity of souls is a legitimate doctrine
of the Bhagavata system, it may be deemed to have been taken over
in the Gita without demur. It is admitted by many authorities that “the
Bhagavata religion was the immediate stimulus to the system of the Gita”
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of such a Smarta scheme and its incompatibility with Mayavada.! Indeed, he
and his commentator Vacaspati have reversed the order of Sutras iv, 3, 7-14, of
which the last three as they now stand refer to the Tlf%igolras to the Supreme

Brahman,-sutras 7-11 opening with the purvapaksha of Badari that “gati-srutis”
must refer to the Lower Brahman. Samkara cuts the Gordian knot here, by
proposing to reverse the order to suit his view 2 Vacaspati defends his master
pleading that the sense-order is superior to the mere text-order.? And he

roundly denounces Jaimini as a “blunderer” (378rg3aM) and praises Badari (the
alleged objector) as a ‘knower of truth: H{‘qfiﬂfgiiﬁ WA, AR g Tl
%ﬁﬁﬁﬁl faeTq (iv, 3, 7) But so far as the Gita itself is concerned there is no

room in it for such fours de force in as much as it is stated definitely that the
knowers of Brahman jonrney to the Brahman in the Uttaravana (viii 24)
And there is no allusion to a higher Mukti  This is the one and only one

oAl ARy g1 (viii, 26)
iv
Attention may now be drawn to a telling instance of the Tatparyalinga of

Apurvata, supporting the thesic of difference between God and soul  An unwary
reader is apt to be thrown off his balance by the series of identifications beginn-

ing with suf¥rarmg fgooy: arogarat 939 et But the context in Chapter X.
embodying a series of identifications, is in reply to Arjuna’s query about ‘the
special forms of the Divine manifestations (ffamT) that an Upasaka may
concentrate upon, with advantage: 39 ¥ 7 93y faeRsfy wnasAAr (x, 87)
The equations: SAMIATARE 5T: qMZATAT 99514 cannot  therefore establich  any
identity of essence, in respect of some while leaving out others of the same
| gzquoad | Weqemrqeadaa | afg qads T (v, 3-14). @Al 3F, Fe
Fa afy 'z g AfaErdfRaguefEi | R g e
a&ﬁagm‘r | AFrAAIANTZE (Samkara Brh Up Com )
2. 3fwga: qalfor qameenfn wawgmafn Regragariiaal sasmamaeTaE: @
franfass wa afesd: sfevzafa | @gmead v, 3-14)

3. aEHAIEHARR AR AR gz gAfi—n ffEerR
(Bhamatu iv, 3, 17)
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class, as identity does not admit of degrees, one cannot also speak of “greater”
and “lesser” degrees of it. in various objects  What is really meant to be con-
veyed is a certain amount of special or holy presence of the Supreme in certain
objects which may be chosen for adoration. This is what Krishna has in mind in

saying 9r92arqt 9a7@4: This is clear from his exhortation: ﬂ?ﬁﬁ fagar: '{&ﬁﬂ fafx-

qarg 99 85997159 (xi, 33) the full significance of which would be realised if
one contrasts the brilliant feats of courage and valor achieved by Arjuna against
the Kaurava hosts both at the Gograha and in the great war, with the dismal
defeat at the hands of a handful of highway robbers while escorting a bevy of
ladies of Krishna's harem, from Dvaraka to Hastinapura after the exit of the Lord
from the scene of his earthly labors. The Vibhutyadhyaya then, far from helping
to establish any identity of the human with the Divine being, simply serves to
underline the complete dependence of all things of the world, physical, psychical
or spiritual great or small, upon the Great Source of all. for every one of their

powers or marks of distinction. This is summed up in the solemn truth- 7 azf&d

{31 acear=aar 9§ =AW 1 (x. 39) Nothing exists in this vast world without
my aid.

The revelation of the Cosmic Form (Visvarupa) coming soon after this
declaration, whereby Arjuna is stricken with ‘holy fear’ (W@H1d") and awed into
absolute surrender is an unprecedented way of bringing home to him and thro” him
to us, the utter insignificance of the Universe before God and its absolute
dependence on Him. A vision such as that, has S99 in the fullest sensc of the
term—Krishna himself asserting that the like of it has never been shown to
another: 77 @717 7 2UIAH (xi, 47) FART: AFA 9F TAF g7 a7 IR
(xi, 48) =warfG @t 797 (xi, 53). There is thus cent per cent Apurvata in the
conviction of difference and dependence of the souls on God produced in the
mind of Arjuna after seeing what he had seen of the Lord in His Cosmic
Aspect. The purpose of the Visvarupadhyaya, is thus unquestionably the vindi-
cation of the doctrine of Difference taught by Theistic Commentators like
Ramanuja and Madhva. Had the contrary thesis of identity been intended to
be conveyed by Krishna, he should either have appeared before Arjuna in the
guise of his alter-e go or double so that the at first puzzled Arjuna may eventually
realise their mutual identity or else have chosen some other way of conveying

L ]
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the message of identity. But the means actually resorted to by Him, of shooting
forth into a Vishvarupa of such awful and Titanic dimensions and super-cosmic
aspect, was not only most inappropriate but what is worse has had the opposite
effect of striking Arjuna dumb with holy fear and making him an inveterate incorri-
gible and irreclaimable Theist for life, Prof. Rudolph Qtto is the only mcdern
interpreter of the Gita who has been able to appreciate this true significance of
the description of the Theophany in chapter X|. See his Original Gite p 141 Tr.
Turner, Unwin Ltd. London 1939

This intense spiritual awakening called forth by this realisation of truth, wrung
from his heart and soul a profound Theistic reorientation of every sort and species
of ‘monistic or quasi-monistic’ thought, utterance or feeling and rise to the highest
level of mystic intuition that God is the ONE AND ONLY INDEPENDENT
REALITY made him that comprises all ARISeg ¥ #3a ©7 &9 43 GarMfy adlsfyax:
fxi» 40 and that Quo comparata, nec pulchra sunt, nec bona sunt, nec sunt’’*
This higest point of Thesim has furnished Madhva and other Theists with an
unfailing “open - sesame” in respect of many a monistic - looking or monisticaily-
worded passage. That the author of the Gita has no attraction for a Pantheistic
solution is clear from many of his warnings:

ae @Afy arfafe @ w1 g A afy (vii, 12)
aeeurfy gaaarfy a4 g Asmata: (ix, 4)

v

That the highest form of Moksha envisaged by the Gita, is not one of
absorption of individual consciousness in the Brahman terminating in a Void, but
a conscious life of bliss &  SmANTZeHAT GEAGTARTR (v, 21) freed from all

further meshes of transmigration, which however go on in the case of a host
of unreleased souls in Samsara, is scen from

g2 g A AN |
aisfy tham‘% g7 q cwf%a 1 (xiv, 2)

1. As compared \mth Hlm, they are nelther falr, nor good nor are — — St.
Augustine
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This verse is shot thro’ and thro' with Theishic significance. The use of
the plural in the state of the great Beyond, where the released souls are said
to be exempt from the process of creation and dissolution, for ever afterwards,
even as God himself is and has been, bears out two important facts viz.,
that (1) the world-cycle goes on as rusual in the case of the other souls who
are still in bondege which proves that the souls are many and distinct and
that the release of one or more does not mean the release of all and that
(2) these released too, are not merged and dissolved in the absolute; but
possess and enjov a personal existence of their own?! with the full knowledge of
their deliverance  The possibility of their coming again within the ambit of
creation, dissolution etc , that is denied in the above verse, can arise only in the
event of their having a separate existence of their own. Thus, in exempting them
once and for all from any further connection with the world process, the Gita
could thus be clearly seen to assign them an individual existence (albeit in close
communion with God) afterwards with a guarantee of “no return” to Samsara:
AT G . .Argafed qEEATA: vini, 1S, Otherwise, the praise intended to
be accorded to the released state [cf Samkara also: FFarzarg g% = gfy-

F NOATA T3 FANSH B 7 sl Y would fall flat and Moksha lapse
into a state of blank forgetfulness of self

It is sianificant in the present cace, that the state of release is designated as
one of parity or resemblance (A195387) of attributes (such as in the first inst

ance of non-liabilitv to (further) Samsara and not as one of “sameness” or ¥7&GAT

as Samkara is anxious to hold* 7 TR QIR AETEIATT | Sadharmya is not
the proper word to denote “Svarupata” and the Lord could not have failed to use
the precise word, had He intended to convey identity | Samkara’s rendering of the
verse is thus extremely forced and partisan. The reason he assigns for taking
this sense, is even more curious and involves a petitio principu: ATFAIETTG-
qaarg Marsar | The discussion on gifEdt... ... would show the untenability
of such an argument- Still, one should have thought that the Kshetrajna (i, e: Jiva)
and lsvara were always understood to be different from each other in Adwaita
and that identity was to be claimed only with the Nirguna or Suddha-Brahman It
is no use also to try to escape the dlﬁlculty by suggesting that the Moksha

1 The plural “Sadharmyam agatah” in the state of release, equa"y indicates the
plurality among the released themselves!
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represented in Gita xiv, 2, in terms of (Saguna)-brahma-sadharmya”, is only a
lesser one. This familiar stunt of the Indian Monist, is ruled out in xiv. I which
purports to teach “once more, that supreme and highest wisdom after knowing
which there is nothing more left to be known”:

T4 Asz afygrafig agaEaRea: |

asrear g gAsA iReanaread )
According to Advaitic theory, the Saguna Mukti referred to here, would still be
a long long way from ultimate release. But the Gita knows nothing of a Para
Mukti in Samkara’s sense

vi
Last, but not the least, we come to an equally telling instance of (ninda)-

arthavada the last of the Tatparyalingas, in support of the belief in the reality
of the world of difference between God and the souls, towards the close of the
Gita wherein (1) the doctrine of the unreality of the world and (2) the claim of
oneness or identity with God, appear to be strongly denounced as heresies of

Asurisampat. and its advocates and believers threatened with divine displeasure
leading to Hell:

weRafyy 3 SAEE g
v X y
SESERE Ao |
e fgua: ~u-aRy WA L 14
furasangaradeds Afg 19
a1l Afaarear gar sl F=afa 1
AN A adr aaeat i i 20
The opening line here would appear to allude to the Buddhist and Advaitic
views of the status of the world. The difference between the “Maya” of Advaita
and “Samvrti” of Buddhism is more nominal i e terminological than real or
factual. The contention that the Advaita dees not, like the Bauddha, dismiss the
world as an absolute unreality (g§=3)but as Mithyai e as a terftum quid has
9b\q?us|y no critical value as not even the Buddhist or for that matter no

It is not therefore clear how or wh;r Dr Radhakrishan could ;;ary in the
face of this, that the Gita is not aware of Buddhism  Besides, the Gita knows

the Brahmasutras also (xiv. 4) and these sutras clearly refute Buddhistic
sunyavada etc.,



philosopher worth the name, as pointed out by Jayatirtha)® would care to reject
the world in which he lives; moves and has his being, as totally fictitious having
not even an apparent existence or dispute its “phenomenal” or “Vyavaharika,,
status even. The term “&IE:" in the text also precludes such a possibility ~The

criticism of the Buddhist attitude to the world applies then with equal force to the
Advaitic view, also. It cannot therefore be contended that the text is intended
to establish just some sort of “Vyavaharic reality” to the world which is supposed
to be denied by the Buddhist. We have clear proofs that the Buddhists accept
the Vyavaharic reality of the world Hence the criticism must necessarily be taken
to establish the “paramarthika-satyatva” of the world, and nothing less

The term “Isvara” similarly seems to signify something more than merely
“competent”. It signifies the Divine Being in continuation of that sense from
xviy 8 This sense is to be found in several other places in the Gita both earlier

and later: SAAMAEASRET (iv, 6) faseaen $av (xv. [7) fag=3 WA (xiii, 27)

/Y AT (ix, [5) GI9NF AT (xv, 29) FACTFHMAAT: (xv, 8) S4¥: qIAAAI
(xvi 6) A vague and limited assumption of rulership or competence of some sort
cannot merit such extreme penalty and anathema as are visited upon persons of
Asuric temperament (xv, 19-20).
vii

The foundations of Theism being thus so securely laid in the Gita, the charac-
ter of the human soul as a 7eal agent in his own sphere, and as the architect of his
own fortune, would have to follow as acorollary  In these circumstances, the
Advaitic view of the self as inherently inactive and being operative only under
the spell of Ignorance, would appear to be out of tune with the spirit of the teach-
ings of the Gita. It can give no support to the theory of Adhyasta-kartrtva
(awfaaséia) in Samkara’s sense. It is due to a confusion of thought and a failure
to distinguish properly between ndependent activity and real activity. The Gita
does not tell us anywhere that we are not real agents but assume agency unde’
the spell of Maya. Far fromit. The text:

! q QAN SN SAARaaTAAweg aifgd uararard |
Jayatirtha, Vadavali
Cf. the threefold classification of reality into Parikalpita-satya (imagined)’
partantrasatya (caused natures) and parinishpanna-satya (metaphysical real) in

Buddhistic (Yogachara) thought., S. Radhakrishnan 1. Phil. i, p. 636-8.
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adx afy FawarAa 398 g a: 1

TAEaE g 4 @ qwafa: gk o (xvili, 16)
could not be construed as denying real agency of any kind to the soul. Apart
from the futility of Sastraic (moral) law, its injunctions and prohibitions in such
a case (already raised in the Brahmasutras Il 3.33), there is the immediate diffi-
culty of reconciling such a position with the general admission of causality to the

five factors named in the preceding text: = a7 AT (xviii, I5) which include
the soul designated roundly as DOER: @r #al * Even a cooperative activity of
all the factors, could not be conceived in the absence of some measure of individ-
ual activity in each of the co-operating factors! The second verse: a3 afd Fawar-
W a3 g A | cannot therefore, be made to negative real activity to the self-
The conditional form would have no sense if “kevalam” should mean “inert”:
Z=ATHA as Samkara takes it. The text is thus properly interpreted only as

emphasising that the soul’s activity is not independent of the other four factors
but only in conjunction or co-operation with them. But we frequently think other-
wise and take upon ourselves the sole credit for ouracts. The dependence of
human effort and activity on the grace and will of God is specially to be stressed

and so has it been in 23 JaTa 9399 and more personally and intimately in:

waay faea: q\gﬁa fafaaara v (xi, 33) That the author of the Gita is not
prepared to rule out the merest activity of the self as a pure myth and a delusion-
is easily seen from His own repeated and unashamed exhortations to Arjuna to
cast off his foolish doubts and feverish fancies, and fight like a man:

59 7] € A0 WG AFA (8 Waq (i, 3) 7o faaasaw: (i, 30) gearg Awa (i, 18)
3fE 133 Fafaea: (i 37) 3877 T5961 (i, 38) «ifaBifvg (v 42) 7 gaied
Ay wrsafier ggad (xi, 34) Auy fagan: qaka fafaara 47 (xi. 33) This effecti-
vely disposes of the familar Advaitic interpretion put on:
‘ 7 3 A grar ANA w9 |
I @ a A arg ef A e (ii. 19)

1 Vide Gitavivrti of Raghavendra Svami. Dr Radhakrishnan too departs from
Samkara’s rendering “kevalam’ in xviii, 16, as ‘sole’ doer and not as “pure self”
according to Samkara,



—_ 5 -

by Samkara and his school denying all activity to the self in reality and attributing
all activity to the play of Avidya and F3arard. If this had been the true meaning

of the Lord His own pompous exhortations to Arjuna: %47 EaId & wf§ A1 safugr

e | would be most bathetic indeed! We cannot seriously believe that Sri
Krishna, who had taken Arjuna into his confidence and displayed the Visvarupa to
him and had received such platitudes and homage from him as the Supreme Brah-
man and who had also a while ago, claimed omnisience and divinity of the highest
description. had himself lapsed into blank Avidya the next moment and claimed
activity of killing the entire Kaurava force: Aay fagar: iglafil (xi, 33) forgetting
his nature as fasw® faftsa sr=aq and worse still, calling on Arjuna to “kill his

enemies” S, 7987 all.forgetful of His own sapient comment and ‘Vedantic ideal’ of
arg afa 7 g ) Nay, it cannot be

Again. apart from even Krishna’s own precepts and examples, what conclu-
sion are we to draw from Arjuna’s last assurance to his Teacher that his doubts
had vanished and that he would do His bidding? And what does he actually do?
What else, but fight and kill? Where then does this all lead, if not to the theory
of the dependent activity of the Jiva, derived from the Supreme Power which is
brought out by Madhva and his Commentator Javatirtha, most clearly in their
comments on xviii, 18 * TFAAISHEIASH fmfas g a7 | Fara=a T JeREA-
3 7 FafffiPEIa) (Gitabhashva) arfks Rifaaafiiyast afy aen frarearsa-
T FIA QAT A AT | T 29| AT aFAHIT | Haeg qarffagar et
qarzraaar aqvear Brarnear wat g g@a (Pramevadipika, p 897, Ananda

Press Edn., Madras) Such then, are the true trends of thought in the Bhagaval
Gita.

Turn we now to Madhva’s achievement as an Interpreter of the Gfa. The first
thing that strikes a reader of his Gtabhashya, is its terseness and brevity. Only
such verses of the Gita as are philosophically important or are found to be tersely
worded or have 70t been correctly or adequately explained by his predecessors,
have been taken up by him for elucidation  This is in marked contrast with the
performance, particularly of Samkara, who is seen to comment on almost every
verse of the Gita and every word of it, including the most obvious ones, splitting
and explaining even the most common-place compounds and derivatives like
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frtfeR, afkq, afng or phrases like Arfia=a wafy, a\@:afggq. There is thus

much that is mediocre and uninteresting in the vain verbosities of these older
commentaties which Madhva set himself to avoid and eschew. In Ramanuja, we are
hardly allowed to see the wood for the trees. His inflated style almost smothers
the text. In contrast to both, Madhva’s Bhashya stands out as a model of what
a true Gitabhashya should be—a Sastra work, interpreting only difficult words
and passages and elucidating only knotty points of text and interpretation and
doctrinal or metaphysical issues, in the clearest, briefest terms.  When one recalls
Bhoja’s caustic comment on commentators?

gald g3t afyel wwerafiefei
wauricafy g fazaf =9, aamarfs: |
searasguAfifion agfised o ol
Aqonfafy argfagaza: adsfi dwrma:

and how perilously some of the existing commentaries on the Gita threaten to
answer to it) one feels really proud and happy to see in Madhva, a Commentator
of the right type who seems to thrive on difficulties which beset others, and who
welcomes and solves them with an almost uncanny insight into the mind of the
author of the text He does not waste /s time or ours on splitting of trivial
compounds, or word for word explanations. which should more properly be left
to minor fries of Tippanikaras Whatever compounds Madhva has split in
his Gitabhashya show a decided improvement in sense and significance at his
hands, over those of others”. It is no exaggeration to say that he has lighted up
every compound or isolated expression of the original that he touches upon, with
new, unsuspected and edifying significance Vide: 931317%; \El‘lﬂﬂfaw :, S[EIT; HHES-
¥q; auafiT; AAPTT; SRR, FASEARI;  QAfZARNIAY; SRES W
AT &9: (xi, 2) and isolated expressions like 7 (i, 1) 3 (i, 14) warfaa- (ii, 18)
wEYa: ag 99 & T wa: (x, 6) A (i, 47) 4939 (i, 52) 989 (iii, 3)

At the outset, Madhva emphasises the philosophical relation of the Gita to
the Epic which is an esoteric document of divinely intuited truths: * FAIANAZI-
g% MEMNEERAM Hence, the main subject-matter of the Gua too, must be

the nature and majesty of God: %JEWFR‘QW'KI ! all o(hcr contents of the

! Vide the views of ]nanesvara, in this connection.
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text re Matter and souls and mcans of release etc., being relative to it (SATG3(¥F).
While other commentators had missed this central thought of the Gita and
struggled with its interpretation m terms of such problems as whether its central
teachmg was pure Karma o1 Jnana or Bhakt or Jnanakarmasamucchaya and so on,
Madhva resolutely stuck to the highest perspective of the Gita viz. God Himself
in the first instance and at the highest level Whatever else it might contain, is only
subsidiary to this end. The governing thought (Mahatatparya) of the Gita as indeed
of the entire Vedasastra, according to him is that God is the ONE INDEPEND-
ENT TRANSCENDENT CUM IMMANENT REFERENCE OF THE ENTIRE
UNIVERSE  He is immenent m each indiwvidual and in every particle of Matter
and sustains them at every point and stage of their evolution and life. This great
truth 15 shown by him to run thro” the teachings of the Gita as ther warp and
woot and give meaning and  significance to cverything else it teaches. It is the
master-key to the understanding of its secrets, its emgmas and generalisations.

We hear also the vibrating call of his metaphysical ldeology that everything
m fimte 1eality, denves its existence 1eality  knowledge, activity etc, from the
One Souce of all existence  1eality, knowledge and actvity: azsfiaargdifa-
48T o thesis which 15 repeatedly stressed by himin cvery one of his later
works  The text from the Bhieavata (n 10,12) —
7 R A RS S dA 1 |
Razed afia 4 afa 3zt )

which forms the cernar stone of lus thought, 15 already tound aited here with all the
tar tcaching metaphysical inplications which it has for him  We also find here,
decisive anticipations ot lus own distinctive terpretations of certam  crucial
sutras of Badarayana which were later on elaborated by him s Brahmasutra-
bhashy.r and other works (cf his references to the principle of  Gunopasamhara
i the interpretation of the Sutras. and the specific sense n which sutras such as
AATAAITAAR (i, 3 30) AT SR (1w, 3 12) ARIHHEATER: (1, 4.1
AAH T A (3, SOithe conception of Jivas as an Amsa or Praubimba of God. of
AEFZAAT (G B xn, 2) of the different kinds of Uadhis of Jivas including a
fariqifa, the classification of F8%% into 28 and 4fq% and ther scope and

bearings on ST, the untenability of W7T4£% as a means of realisation (G B.



xviii, 12) the doctrine of Taratamya in Sadhanas and bliss in Moksha (n 52) and
the interpretation of Advaitic texts such as <a1ada; 7% Ar-gaFaf; 2194F oI5 515
qifasd (i 50) etc.

Madhva finds his favorite metaphical ideology of the knowledge of the Brah
man as the true and ultimate source of all being and becoming of the finite universe
and of every activity and functioning or form of expression of matter and souls,
most revealingly taught in the VIl chapter of the Gita significantly termed the
Chapter of Jnana and Vijnana Yoga.

The texts g FEEd STI- 99 45T (vii, 6) and TAISERTT H=A7 (vii, 8)
and others of their kind, are shown to embody a far deeper philosophical conce-
ption of Brahman’s causality of the world at each snccessive stage or aspect of
the evolution of matter or the lives of souls, than is apparent on the surface We
have only to contrast the explanations of Samkara under vii, 6 F*A=AR IEA: FE0

@A HASE FEE THT | IFER[EAERONE T FROMEAT 1 with that
of Madhva to realise its grave philosophical limitations ~ Samkara’s explanation
amounts to this that while the two Prakritis mentioned in vii,4 and 5 are alone
dependent on God, the origination, existence. functioning and disintegration etc ,
of the entire Universe in and thro its various stages of development, flow from
the nature of the Prakritis themselves, once they are brought forth by God and are
in themselves independent of God It is to correct this unphilosophic view that
Madhva emphasises that God is not only the source of the Prakritis, but that He
is also directly the source of the causality of Prakrit towards its. cvolutes and
their subsequent forms of manifestations See what a profound observation it is that

he makes under this text: 9433 HATAAR FeoEarE 9T zeAfz 0 This s
precisely the teaching of the Upanishad 88T aAargarfand Azgafazn as amraaq
{Taitteriya) So fully imbued is Madhva with the spirit of this teaching, that he
reiterates it every now and then in his Brahmasutrabhashya &8 a3 fgay faoo-
AT TN | TF aF AEARE FE4 FI97G0 | That he regarded this as the
essence of the teaching of the Gutais clear from his iteration of it under i, SO
o ‘a7 Argazafy zarafy ardAReEAfe | Eer SA%AT A (1 and else-
where in the Sutrabhashya: S5faaq9faza ar aftorsa, aaRorafaamsaar a7 faear
SARAM TFAHONT |
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Whether one accepts Madhva as a dwinely appomted Teacher come to
awaken the world to the fulness of Divine Majesty Immanence and Transcendence,
or looks on him as a arcat Thinker who discovered a new thought-current in the
Gita and other basic Scriptures of his ccuntiy and  wanted to give it a powerful
expression for the spiritual benefit of his fellowmen, one cannot fail to be impres-
sed by the dizzy heights to which to which he has taken us in the conception of
God's Transcendence and the deep levels of His Immanence which he has revealed
to us by his analysis of the subject

The idea that God is the tiuc and u'timate source of the very cxistence,
reality knowledge and activities nay, of even the very natures and  charactenstic

propettics of everything in the Universe (cf 237 %8 7 Hi@s e3aral i aq = | REGH
azd afed (Bhagawata!is most profoundly brousht out by Madhva from the

passages” FisECT F oy arfm afEen |

X X X X vii, 8-10

His commentary on the verses <hows the dlimitable extent of Divine Immanence:
SAEAsf 83 w1 | Al wArREdrArar Ao 9 FaEd 9 REash fams |
A A fengag) ik gaeafan i caer Carefy fer )
Jayatirtha brings out the penetrating significance of Madhva’s stand here. by the
counter-illustration  of weavers and other crattsmen whose creative efforts are
directed to the production of certam products and do not extend to thew propetties
(qunas) of color taste or smell cte, or the characteristics of these qualitirs them-
selves such as rupatva, candhatoa These are contingent on the chatacterstics
of the objects themselves Not so i the case of God, whose causahity applics as
much to the binging into being of the objects as to endowmg them with  their
specific properties and conditioning the essential characteristics of those properties
themselves' It 15 to bring home to us t/irs pomt that the I ord teachcs Arjuna that
He 1s “taste in the waters, manhood in men, intelligence of the intelligent, strenath
of the strong and life m all existence” (vi, 8-10)

It is because of this all-penettating immanence and mrvamakatva of God thag

the Scriptures sometimes identify Him with the Universe as a whole, n a laige
b o -

metaphysical sense : Aq @67 A4 g A=A A& | That such an dent-

fication includes the insentient reality too, m its sweep, would show that it must be
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understood in a highly specialised sense and from a mystic point of view rather
than in a flat and ordinary sense. Again and again Madhva shows us in his
Gitabhashya the correct approach to such august teaching of the Sastra:

FENG AEERT x  x x| @90 ARTER ardlewmafonar] q g aea
&I | IHE—

We have already observed that Madhva is able to find more consistent and
commensurate explanations of many crucial verses of the Gita which have not
been satisfactorily explained by his predecessors. To quote a few instances: The
line fera: H&ﬂﬂ:mﬁé\w gAIa4: (ii, 24) describing the nature of the self has
not been properly accounted for by Ramanuja (1) The term “Sarvagata” would
appear to go against the atomicity of the self established in the Bralunasutra
(cf. ii, 3. 21) according to Ramanuja  (2) Notwithstanding the doctrine of
immortality of the soul, the statement in ii» 19, arA &ffg 7 B 1 i literally
understood, would be difficult to reconcile with the statement of Krishna himself
in xi, 34, where Arjuna is asked to kill those whom the Lord has alreadv slain.
This demands an explanation not forthcoming form the other commentators  (3)
The preamble to Samkara’s and Ramanuja’s explanation of ii, 26. is most impro-
bable. The former’s view that the verse supposes for arqument’s sake that the Jiva
is impermanent, is amusing and so is Ramanujajs attempted explanation on the
presumption of the body itself beina regarded as the Atman here, after the clear
establishment of their distinction in i, 22 (4) The term “Asat” in ii 16, has not
been adequately interpreted by Samkara or Ramanuja  The former treats it as
equivalent to the oppasites of heat and cold  (sfidlcnm@a:) which are arbitrarily
dubbed as “Asat” funreal), in which case the question of “enduring” them will not
arise. The latter takes “Asat” to mean ‘bodies” constituted by Acit. But the Acit
is as much areality in Ramanuja’s philosophy as Cit, both being adjuncts to
lsvara  These explanations ate therefore far from happy or natural  (5) The
Bhashyas of Samkara and Ramanuja have not resolved the apparent contradiction
noticeable between the attitude to the Veda taken up in %qouféwar 30 (i, 45)and

g 9D (ii» 46) on the one hand and in ¥8%1 dawERT Y- (xv. 15)
Here, Samkara limits the scope of the Vedas (ii, 46) to the world of Traigunya
alone; while Ramanuja opines that even amongst the Vedas the Mumukshu should
take up such things as are conducive to Moksha and leave out the rest of its teahcings



a9 3R AxFeA gy a7 g @A g’ | AAfkealt 1 Amara-
saf%lﬁaaﬁcném; HAIRTAT (Desika) which presumes that the Vedas have two

kinds of truths to propound which is opposed to the Lord’s declaration in xv, 1§
cd) (6) No good reason has been given by Samkara for the Lord's referring to
himself in ii, 12. Ramanuja explains it as an illustration to establish the eternity of
souls.*  Madhva while accepting the explanation and working out the syllogism 2
derives from it one other corollary that the Jivas are the Pratibimbas of lsvara
(metaphysically dependent) which he applies to the interpretation of certain
difficult verses which follow-

AAIFIA ST (in, 18)

71 mq A BAN (ii, 19)

e aguaemmpasy (0, 24)

Arargzfd #%%ag (i, 20)
In all these cases an explanation in terms of Rimbapratihimbabhava. between God
and soul, sives areater <ignificance to the declarations. Thus accordine to Madhva,
the Jiva is “aprameya” (i 18) not in himself but as a Pratibimba of the Supreme,
that the belief in his killing another or being killed bv another is a misplaced one
in so far as God Himself is the One Independent Person who does anything in

fact and the reference to Tiva’s killing is a sccondary one restine on Pratibimbakriya
which is Bimbadhina  The same fiqure is applicable to the interoretation of

fer: AR P and SraAFEEAft) The occurrence of somarf Fxfioal a @ x x
15l 790 in the Katha Upamshal (i,2 7) in an obviously Brahma-prakarana

U of Wiy g, FHEAAETEA MeaArad A 1 Aarmsfirasy ag AweAdarer-
Farg: anraAafEfE | ARTEE (Javatirtha)

" g Agar warar fa 2fy ara g3 ang wasae A ararAsty fear mafy
qegeal | 09 WAA- WA SAAAT 9769E 7 V7 areeArfiE 3f anTadesary gdadn
L bqferaeIREAE A —a Al | M fer sadaeAg afig ma
R sIfara fAer | See Jayatirtha for two lines of inferential judgment based
on this: 8@ 3 WAE: FEUEEE fHerd 7 7 FrABA Aeaf AAr9aa A | 2graee-
@ afecal | 1 g gt Maferada 1 Fala Arsaear Anfafienrs - Sef
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gives strong support to Madhva's interpretation of it here in the Gita in terms of
the Parabrahman as the Bimba of Souls.

The Gitabhashya of Madhva discloses a remarkable fact that already while
writing it, the Acharya had collected or was in possession of a vast mass of
authorities and interpretative literature of a very wide range, which he breught to
bear on its interpretation. The range and extent of these authoritics and the
+ chinching nature of the evidences furnished by them in favor of his line of inter-
pretation of the Sastras, show that he had by his energy and scholarship discovered
an old and forgotten line of rigorous Theistic interpretation and focussed attention
upon it, by his writings.

That many of these works cited by him are not 70w available can neither
detract their validity nor impugn his bona fides in citing them  No doubt, some
laterday critics of Madhva, like Appayya Dikshita, have tried to discredit his
interpretations on these grounds. But hard words break no bones  There are
many prina facie grounds that render it probable that these citations are genume
and not faked, This is a major problem by itself and should be taken up as such
One may however draw attention to a few interesting points which throw a
favorable light ontheissue. A comparison of the sources cited in the Gutablhashya
and the Gita-Tatparya (which latter is admittedly a later woik) shows that the
Brahma-Tarka, one of the source books of Madhva from which he makesf requ-
ent citations in his Bralhmasutrabhasya, Vishmutattvamrnava and the Gila-
tatparya, has not been quoted at all n the Gutabhashya, which we all know, was
the very first philosophical work of Madhva One can safely infer form this that
Madhva had either not yet come across the work or made use of it while wnting
his first work. This means that he was at no time sailing under false colors, that
he tock pains to collect materials to reinforce his line of interpretations and make
use of them as and when he came across them  His own remarks in his Moha-
bharata-Tatparyanirnaya (i, 7-8) would bear out that he was a patient collector
of materials, as much as any conscientious modern researcher Some of the untrace”
able texts bear an unmistakable stamp of genuineness i referring to names of certain
wterlocutors figuring in the passages Cf. ‘E[37 9¥ Fwaraq gRarf=cad zfy arai |
or in citing just so much of a preceding quaiter of a hemistich and a succeeding
quarter as to cover a given point: Cf. under i, 62 x  x  x x Meaffad |

SRS T 493 OHAY || FAT - FRIE SHRFITHAT | N u% @ g A T
7Y (i, 17).
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Or again, the passage from Vyasasmrti-  siglenazafasta  argafaafdad |
cited in support of his interpretation of the term “Samkhya” (ii, 39). The Vyasa-
smrti is a work frequently cited by him. It is not now extant. The Smriti work
current by that name, is not the work that he cites. But the identical text
from the non-extant Vyasasmrti of Madhva, has been cited in the Vishnu-
sahasranamabhashya (Verse 10) attributed to Samkara. Irrespective of whether
this Samkara is an earlier or a later one, this agreement throws further light in

favour of Madhva

On a large number of crucial verses, we have from Madhva, far better inter-
pretations than those attempted by others  These prove his mettle as an Inter-
preter. For example, he links argal fyaAsaray arara) f4a7 aa: which is otherwise
hanging loose in the context, with the inferential judgment of the Anaditva of souls
in i, 12, as furnishing the necessary illustrations in point. Here “Asat” signifies
Prakrti (on the sound authority of Bhagavata i, 2 3) ltis eternal not being
subject to destruction (abhava) In the second half, the Brahman is cited as
another example of an eternal substance that knows no destruction (abhava). The
repetition of the term “abava” in ii. 16 ab, is on account of special interest in the
matter (adara)  The explanation is certainly an improvement on those of Rama-
nuja and Samkara  Bal Gangadhar Tilak, is however mistaken in thinking that
Madhva takes “Acat” to mean “bodies” and treats them as eternal. !

Azl HeAn ARemEE EAr |

sty sfereaifrafieres ana 1) (i 14)
is another pregnant veise of the Gita, whose full significance has been missed by
other commentators Their explanations are flat and unimpressive and amount to a

truism that contacts of sense-organs with objects. cause pleasure and pain  This enti-
rely fails to take note of the particle “T” that is found in the text Madhva infuses

1 of. aft sa% far zzradia qem Agsad ot Armda O wfr AR, W8 g2 ¢
A7 SNHIA FINT IS SR | WO A WA 2e A3 qar faca wrfaar 3a
ardl, we fa a gal wfg R od 97 fag a9 | @l @eaifs zgar Do
Fait wRAA & a9Bi=ar saia doarard AvANOIAS A ABAT Fg  AGAEED

gﬂm*éf a9 fx@r g 1) pp. 26-27 S Bhagavad gita, Marathi Translation. and
Commentary by B. G. Tilak Vol I Doona 1924
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a challenging significance into the particle and arrives at a new interpretaion which

gives the passage an altogether new turn: Aty HFAa iﬁa\swg@g:@{r i 2
The question elicits an answer in the negative and brings in an ellipsis that it is not
the mere contacts that cause pleasure and pain; but contacts inspired by personal
attachment (AfTATR) of the percipient towards the things experienced. It is this
attachment that lies at the root of all sensations of pleasure and pain. Madhva
shows this by an analysis of the experiences of Waking, Dream, Sushupti
and Death, and concludes that it is the contact of the objects accompanied by
the false sense of attachment to the body as “mine”, thatis responsible for the
reactions. So then. one who frees himself from such attachment, would never be
affected by such reactions. Madhva’s exposition of the part played by attachment
or Abhimana, as a vital factor of our life of pleasure and pain. is thus, something
more then a mere verbal correction of his predecessors’ interpretations. It gives us
the correct psychological clue' to the understanding of the passage in all its
bearings. He also gives a more pertinent rendering of “Matra” as scnse-objects
(fymar:) instead of “senses” (f*zarf), on the authority of recorded usages, as in
Bhagavata x. 87, 2.

Some of the interpretations of Samkara and Ramanuja look tame and pointless

by the side of Madhva’s more telling and pointed ones. A few examples at
random, may be given.

(1) sqQi=arasaaasd TEEEE A99 |
TArgATAg s argsnafea afvzar

Samkara renders the first quarter: Thou grievest for those whom thou should not
grieve for”.  This involves a logical defect of “Asiddhasya anuvada” (saying
something that is to be proved) as pointed out by Jayatirtha. The term “Prajna-
vada” has been literally understood as “wise words” by both Samkara and Rama-
nuja, which Madhva shows to be entirely misplaced, and opposed to the context
The Lord does not certamly approve of Arjuna’s grief for Bhishma and others.

1 cf. “If a thing is not loved, no quarrels will arise concerning it, no sadness w1||
be felt if it perishes, no enemy if another has it, in short, no disturbances of the
mind” Spinoza De Intellectus Emendations, quoted p 148, Gita, Translation
& Notes, S. Radhakrishan 1948.



The proposition SZN=A=aqIT: has then. to be read the other way about:
qFAME: IsAW=AL o yield a proper judgment: Those for whom you have
grieved are'nt fit to be grieved for, so grieve not. Even so, the second proposi-
tion too, should be read” ais1 w9 A wgrarzr-sat 7 oA —The words you
have spoken are sapient words  So speak them not. This is the only way in
which the Lord’s admonition to Arjuna could be rightly understood  Even suppos-
ing that Arjuna regarded his speech beginning with qu A BT X X X X
to be words of wisdom, it would be inappropriate for the Lord who is criticising
him for his stand, to compliment him for his words. It would thus be clear that
QAT is not to be taken at its face value but as “‘erfimietaaarfa’ “according
to your own distorted light”, as has been done by Madhva  The formation of
this compound and its <vntactical implications have been fully explained by Jaya-
tirtha (in his Prameyvadipika) who makes out a good case for accepting Madhva’s
explanation of ST in preference to those of Samkara and Ramanuja. It may
pethaps be mentioned, in this connection, that Madhva’s very suggestive interpre-
tation of “‘GIATATEY’ gets unexpected support from the Kashmirian readingti
T The relative merits of the Kachmirian and the Vulaate reading have been discuss-
ed by Otto Schrader ‘Kashmirian Recension) Drs Barnett and Relvalkar.  Prof.
Rudolph Otto, in his thousht- provoking work “The Original Gita” (Transl , by
S E Turner London 1039) opines that “the Vulsate term Prajnavada” is a ques-
tionable and disputed construction and that he has attempnted to derive some
meaning from it tho he prefers the Kashmirian reading  He however notices
Madhva’s rendering and TJayatirtha’s commentary on it  Judaing from similar
compounds in the Gita like 3aT=7T% and 37arT, one may mot object to the
genitive Tatpurusha in “Prajnavadan” as made out by Jayatirtha. The sort of
“Madhyamapadalopi-construction suggested by Belvalkar misses the point of the
Lord asalready made clear  Objection to Tayatirtha that “the poet was not
thinking of the contrast with the doctrines of writings or of masters but to human
reflection and judement which are incapable of insieht into God’s eternal decrees”
(Original Gita, pp 280-1, Notes) curiously enough, only lends indirect weight to
Madhva’s interpretation ®3AANI3FA1f based on more or less similar grounds®
af gfgma) Aranfyzagataferaag azfa | A 9 waHafvaran Ifeaa)
wafy; AR aaeWaq (Prameyadipika.)
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The second half: TrargaTaga ArgMafia afiear: | has been equally unimagi.
natively rendered by Samkara and Ramanuja as “wise men do not grieve for the
dead and the living”. It is not clear on this explanation, why the wise or for that
matter anybody should at all grieve for the living! Unless they wish them to diel
The only way in which we can put some real sense into the text is by taking the
particle “¥” with Madhva, as expressive of comparison: Cf Jayatirtha (Prame-
yadipika ii, 12) FERRFRONAfvar scanargfag T@garaafarTamEsE G

This would impart to the passage: TargATATgs Argafsd afbzan a new and
livelv significance that it never had before in other interpretations and make it
signify that the wise do not at all grieve for the dead even as they do not for the
living. The provenness of such a sense of “comparison” (A1) for the particle
“A” is fortunately demonstrable on the authority of the following passage from
the Mahabharala that | have been able to discover for myself:

T s iRy s werge: |

rge: fafarwten AT qergaT I Gy, 22,73)
wbe‘reof the commentator Nilakantha records a wvaria lectio: TERET q upon

which he comments: ‘qﬂ;ar T A M TAPT T2 1 This is sufficient to lend weioht
to Madhva’s explanation of the force of “A” in Gita ii. 1) in terms of 7 !
It is also interesting to note in this connection that the variant reading noted by
Nilakantha is <upported by the evidence of Manuscripts recorded in the great
Critical Edition of the Epic (Virataparva) by the Bhandrkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona, that at least three Manuscripts: utilised therein

Dn2 (Bombay Govt. Collection deposited in the BORI,

Vishrambag. dated A D 1614
D1 Tanjore Sarasvatimahal Library No. 8315
D12 O s No. 8322.

read: JEAT 9.

In this connection, one cannot but deplore the fact of the valuable
Mss. of the Epic presetved in the Udipi Mutts and that of Vadiraja’s com-
mentary on the whole of the Epic, not having been made available to the Bhand-
arker Research Institute, Poona, for purposes of collation with the other
Mss. of the South Indian Recension. This,if done, would throw a good
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deal of light on the nature of the Epic Recension followed by Madhva in his
Mahabharatatatparyanirnaya and other works and vindicate the bona fides of
his readings on the basis of sound Mss. materials. Much depends on readings
at times, as in his quotation from the Mokshadharma in his Sutrabhashya i,1, 3»
where his reading is not attested by any of the published editions or Mss.  of the
Southern or Northern Recension (except Vadiraja’s) or of the following (i1 Mbh.
T Nir it 164, 6) from the Virataparva

Ao amfzai gdar awafaor |
arare Srfoal wgr asgmasater |
Mgy gmazs wzeas 499 |
S FAFEAN A A |

where the pont made out by Madhva rests entirely on the order of the heroes
referred to in the verse, which is not however attested by the published editions
of the Southern Recension. which read:

1. It has to be pointed out, m this connection, that one whole chapter of 40 lines
containing a long speech of Duryodhana begmning with the words:

AR Al aran gear At RERHAM |
uzafag aflser afvarfiraaa
A WAL A AT AAAA |

X X X X

in which he aives a shrewd guess baced on the sensational 1eport by the spies, of
the killing of Kichaka, that the Pandavas must be in hiding in the city of Virata. is
not found in anv of the Northern Mss. collated by the Bhandarkar Intitute for
the Critical Edition  All the Northern Mss  including the Sharada codexes of
its Kashmir, utilised for the purpose and all the printed editions of the Virataparvan
according to Northern Recension fincluding the Bombay edn  with Nilakantha's
Comm) drop this chapter and many others found in the Sothern Recension, else-
where. The Critical Edition of the BORI therefore, omits these from the bodv
of its constituted text and gives all such chapters and additions in the Appendix with
all the variant readings registered by the Telugu, Grantha and Malayalam Mss of
the Southern Recension. Prof P. P S Sastri’s printed edition of the Southern
Recension and the Kumbakonam edition, however, read the above chapter  But
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agzAsl Waw Agse S99 |
gL FAFET I AR |
It is a pity that when even distant Kerala and Melkote Mss.  have supphed
matetials for the great Indian Critical Edition of the national Epic, the great Mss:
source at the Udipi Mutts should yet remain untapped in connection with so out-
standing a work of national and universal importance. Even now, it is not too
late as many other Parvans of the Epic await critical edition,

(2) PPy afy garssal @d 7 |
FNCAALA TRAT AATHFAA | (iii. 38)
Here too, none but Madhva has paused to consider why three sumles sheuld have
been used, where o1 would have sufficed to bring out the meaning as understood

by the other commentaters! No one but he, has tried to elicit the force or purpose
and distinctivness of each of the illustrations. Herein lies Madhva’s genius as a

Commentator] Samkara simply says here: ®% F0fy 2o gfaarzafy—anaf
g aESfany afy | aurssTal adA, A6 9 T, 47 AATAAA 1 and Ramanyja
follows suit: 1 ¥R afgafad, 7arssTal A, ZANAATR THFGAT 37 FANE 723

Argargaq || But, Madhva refuses to follow this beaten track and echo the same
idea or repeat the same wooden explanation.

But Madhva is not satisfied with so wooden an explanation He feels it his duty
as a Commentator to do justice to the underlying significance of the three distinct

the readings given by Madhva, show many vital and important divergences from
those of the printed editions even of the S Indian recension and of the Telugu-
Grantha and Malayalam Mss  collated for the S. 1. Recension from different
places. by the BORIL. 1t appears on whole that Madhva's text represents the
Southern Recension rather than the Narthen. but, even there, his text reflects a dis-
tinctive sub-version of the Southern !t is possible that the Mss  of the Epic still
preserved in the several Mutts at Udipi represent the standard text of the Tulu
sub-version of the Epic fixed by Madhva for himself, some eight hundred years
ago after a careful collection, critical ex mination and sifting of readings, as he
himself tells us, in his Mbh. T° Nirnaya (i, 3-7). What a distinct gain to the
value of the S | Recension, if this version were made available to the world
without further loss of time and risk of their total loss if they are allowed to
decay in their present neglected state!
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But Madhva is not satisfied such formal explanations. He feels it his duty as a
Commentator to do justice to the underlying significance of the three distinct
similes used by Krishna and unveil the distinctive conception at the back of each
of them  He shows that the three illustrations have reference to three different
types of AT (concealment) by Kama, operating in three different ways on
three different entities viz, God, Soul and the Antahkarana, as follows:—

L 20 JRarTga: serasEdsiy @l G aepRgar, 9T QU |

) AES wdAEAsfTARTRT WAy, a4 WAEE WARAILARaA

43f3 Fqgaq |

3 AT 97) aafy aEer FRAEA A |
On this refieshingly onginal interpretation, the illustrations  each time acquire a
new significance and point, for which one seeks in vain in the other “received
explanations”  Just see: (1) God tho’ personally omniscient. is not known by
others who are enveloped by Kama, as Fire by Smoke. (2) The Antahkarana,
while enveloped by Kama, is unable to manifest the true nature of the Atman and
Brahman m wtself, ke a Mirror covered over by dirt unable to reflect images
clearly (3) The Jiva surrounded by Kama, cannot see God and is held up like the
embryo enveloped by the womb, feeling helpless to move about freely. By such
masterly and penctrating interpretations of the Gifa, Madhva has opened our eyes
more than any other commentator, to the depth of thought and richness of ideas that
lie behind the symbolic and suggestive language of the verses® The hight thrown
by him on the above verse would bear out the justness of his claim that the Gita
as a part of the Mahabharata would also be gagrfoaragmarasmasar  and so

“aarfi am Frarfy Secaalsfy Srafdn and that. in these circumstances, he has rightly
hinted that there are many more surprising and welcome discoveries of the kind,
to be made in lis Bhashya: Marar Fearfy Sma |
In FAMEY 7 TAFAD A FA T |
A Ffgaraaedy @ 7% FeAwaEd | (iv, 18.)
T In these circumstances, it is really disappointiné that the beautiful significar{ce-
put by Madhva, according to Jayatirtha and others, on the particle “” in TI7-

aard (i, 10 should have been completely ignored in favor of the usual wooden

explanation of other schools, in a recent Translation of the Gita conforming to
Madhva interpretational traditions, issued by the S M 'S O. Sabha Twrupati 1953
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which is a veritable puzzle, he shows that in all ouer actions, (Ffir) we must learn
to see God’s activity, not ours (Bﬁia) and when we suspend our outward activities

as in deep sleep (HIFMAFAT), we must find therein God's ever-present activities
going on  The explanation is straightforward and spiritually significant: —
#39q ariafyegara: gaEfEreita |

STRATRTA TR0 ara feona: gen o® ga 1l (Brh Up. v.3,12)

The reference to  Avyaktopasana in Chapter XII. has been a source of dis-
comfiture to Samkara and a surprise to Ramanuja. Samkara takes “Avyakta” in
the sense of Nirguna Brahman; but his amour propre as an Advaitin is sure to be
rudely disturbed by Krishna's quiet declaration that the meditators on the Avyakta
(Nirguna Brahman) come to Him (i e. Krishna the Saguna) ¥ tasafiizansaw
'Ié‘in'ﬂﬁ 13 arqafeq AT 1) This would be turning the tables on Samkara and
therefore inconsistent with his position, As for Ramanuja, he is forced to take
Avyakta as Jiva which is rather strange  Stranger stiil, to have to speak of Upa-
sana of Jiva in any Vedantic parlance  In view of these difficulties. there is much
to be said for Madhva’s interpretation of Avyakta as (Chetana)-Prakrti or Sri-

tattva. an equation for which there is tectual authoriiy. The worship of Sritattva
is also supported by texts:

& 8 Fwary A @ mar aqded @ar | (Tain Tran «, 39 a)

The identification of “Kshara” and *“Akshara” Purushas in xv, 16 is equally
unsatisfactory in Samkara and Ramanuja  There is no around tn restrict the term
“Kshara” to inanimate things alone so as to exclude the Jivas as is done by Sam-
kara. The use of the term “Purusha” in respect of both “Kshara” and “’Akshara”
in the Gita (xv. 16) would <eem to sionifv that the reference is to be sentient
beings alone. Ramanuja evidently felt this difficulty keenly.  So, he takes
“Kshara” to denote all souls in bondage and ““Akshara” to mean “emancipated
souls”. The unqualified nature of the reference to all living beinas (817 aaifir gaifa)
would seem to show that all types of sou's fbound and released are meant to be
comprehended by it, “kshara” denoting liability embodiment ~ The deliberate use
of the singular number with reference to the “Kutastha” would also show that even
accepting Ramanuja’s view of “Akshara”, only One such “emancipated soul” and
in that case, by preference and preeminence. the “ever-emancipated” (nityamukta)
Lakshmi, should have been meant, as accepted by Madhva on other grounds. If
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the distinction of bound and released souls were in order here, there is no reason
why the internal classification amongst the latter into Samsara-mukta (released
from bondage) and mfyasuri (ever-released) accepted by Ramanuja Siddhanta,
should 70t have been similarly referred to.  The use of “Kutastha” in the singular
as contrasted with &% G107 HFIF in the plural, shows that “Kutastha” here could
not possibly refer to Muktas (emancipated souls), who are many according to
Ramanuja; but to some other Single sentient Principle (viz. Sritattva?). At any
rate, Ramanuja could have no objection to Madhva’s interpretation of Kutastha-
Akshara as the Sritattva (Laksmi) since he too accepts the Goddess Lakshmi of
the Bhagavata and Pancharatra systems as a non-jiva, ne er subject to embodiment
and bondage. Samkara too regards the “Kutastha-Akshara” as the Maya-Sakti
of Isvara, which comes very near to the Sritattva of Vaishnava theology as the
presiding deity of Jada-Prakrti or Maya (cf Svetasvatara iv, 10).

Lasting credit is due to Madhva for having given the correct lead to the
understanding of the true nature, meaning and scope of Karma-Yoga and its
auxilaries 1 the scheme of spiritual Sadhanas set out in the Gita. While Samkara
had openly dismussed Karma as fit only for the ignorant folk, Ramanuja had given
it an cqual status with Jnana as leading to Bhakti ¥ Bhaskara and others treat
Karma and Jnana as coordinated means of Moksha  As a true Vedantin, Madhva
subscribes to none of these views  He presses the claims of Jnana alone as the
ultimate means of release. By Jnana is meant the immediate vision of God
(Aparoksha)  But he assigns to Karma an adequate place in the scheme of
Sadhanas  He opposes Samkata’s vicw that Karma by its very nature is rooted
in Avidya and is therefore fit only for the ignorant (AfFIM4I) He contends that
such a view is clearly at variance with the spinit of the Sastras which recognise
the possibility of Karma going hand in hand with enlightenment: %33 faaar eI
Az q2 daaad wafy | A erea R AR | A93 3zgaans amr ffafata
39 A4 ATEATH 1) He thercfore clears up the misunderstanding of the problem
by a clanfication of the true status of Adhikaris for Jnana and Karma set out in
the beginning of the VI chapter of the Guta: @VEsfafafaar far qu AT wAAT )
He shows on the authonty of the Vst Purana (V, ), that we have here a
1eference to two types of natural chgibility fixed by Divine will: the Samkhyas

[ of “grasaiguaq afeae -—AasalguAde aasqarsaq (Deska Intood,
to R G B).



who are meant to approach God mainly thro’ Dhyana or meditation and renuncia-
tion and the Yogins who are desired to approach him thro’ active Karmayoga.
But there is no suggestion here that those appointed for Karmayoga are not re-
garded as Jnana-nishias, much less, that they are steeped in ignorance Noris
such Karmayoga a sfep to Jnanayoga as Ramanuja takes it.? Madhva places both
types of Adhikarins on a par as Jnana-nishtas: fgfaar smasan afra—ygearf-
FAANA FAME: WAwfRIA | awr o3 gAfer SaEfRad | agaen e
X x x x 3AsFDAA: in essence, tho” their approach is different He
quotes the instance of King Priyavrata (from the Vishnu Purana) who tho bent
upon renucnciation, was prevailed upon by Hiranyagarbha to stick to Karmayoga*
afta dreata waEa fmaEdsh sif | @ awn— “Sagar el
fasre? 2fd Il It would thus follow from this that but for a few sclect cases
of Sanaka and others, the rank and file of humanity hias necessarily to adopt the
latter course of =IfU#Ii% and approach God thro’ Karmayoga, according to theit
status in life, and live up to it in the right spirit of dispassionate dedication to
God (iii, 19).

The identification of “Samkhya” and “Yoga” in effect in v, 4, confums the
correctness of Madhva’s view that both are Jnana-nishtas in fact. and one 1s not
justified in making any invidious distinction of higher and lower between them

Karmayoga is as much a spiritu] discipline as the other.  In order to make
this point clear, Madhva gives a striking reorientation to the entire theory of
works underlying the Karmakanda, of the Vedas  Thanks to his reorrentation, the
Karmakanda receives from him, for the fitst time in the history of Indian philo-
sophy, a proper and edifying explanation of its scope and purpose as aids to
spiritual uplift. Tne Karmakanda is not to be treated as a mere “Pravrtti-Marga”
in the narrow Mimamsaka sense of the term with no higher promises, potency or
possibilities, as has been held by most other Vedantins By raising its status and
investing it witha fuller and higher scope, Madhva has been able to rid the
thought of the Gita of that unhappy contradiction i the glonfication of Vedaf as
sources of God- “knowledge in xv 15 and their seceming censure voiced in - @M
famar 32 i, 45 and Ar3AT: i, 46

1 zgrfa FIATIE garf‘aararaalga?a Falqgra Fﬁrq AT ﬁwurmam
ﬂﬂgﬁﬂmi@ﬂh’i\ﬂ 3fza: (Ramanuja iii, 3).



He achieves this harmonisation by showing that it is not the intention of
(Karmakanda) to stop with the mere fleeting joys of Svarga and make for a
never-ending scries of transmigrations (ix, 20, 2[). Such a narrow estimate of the
Vedas has rightly been condemned by the Gita as Veda-vada”. The results pro-
claimed in connection with Kamyakarmas like Jyotishtoma, should not be interpreted
too literally (i, 44). They are to be viewed as so many inducements or baits to
attract the attention of average humanity which is always impressed by promise of

rewards (3ft7at ar9q) Madhva finds support for this interpretation in the texts of
the Bhagavata HANE Farfn &g IAr xi 3, 45
dFaml w@afy 8, 47

and in the Guta ii, 42 He also refers in this connectian to  Vedic texts like
qa=4 383 ST 799 and FaRRAT 937 which do not contamn any express
mention of vesults to be attained by their performance. This clearly envisages the
possibility of such sacrifices being performed by enlightened Adhikaris without
aspiring for any result which in its turn would imply that the pursuit of such
results is not necessarily enjomned by the texts  From this to the extension
of the same principle to the performence of every other kind of act or ritual
prescribed by Scripture, it is not a difficult step.  Indeed, we have a most wonder-
ful and admitable exposition of the scope of an average Vedic injunction a la:
FIRERT FF 393 fiom Madhva: ®d 17 F1 2339 | 49 Frfl 139 |
This is equaliy admirably explamed by Jayatirtha in accepted technical form:
FIHGART 299 Ci9a 2f a2 | wmfafer sag 3 0 (47 The injun-
ction in other words, applies only to the performence not to the results  The
results are just mentioned in passing (anuvada)  Thew pursuit is 1ot obligatory
The object of Scripture prescnbing sacrifices with set results is thus to induce men
to take kindly and readily to Karmiin the first instance and then gradually
and in course of time make them perform them in the genune spint of Karma-
yoga without hankering for such fiuits and thus purify them for Aparokshajnana-
AT g FOn q A54r FAAMA FAm g5abig TR | saRA
FROAfEAAAA “ealtEin 0 genfraf ggar | sl agdieg A7 w1R et
@fqarad It (Prameyadipika on i, 47) This is indeed a master stroke of inter:
pretational genis and the discovery of a new rarson &' etre of Karmakanda
Madhva does not flinch from the consequences of such a rearientation of the



karma theory. He readily envisages the possiblity nay necessity of performing
the so-called “Kamyakarmas” also, in the true spirit of “Nishkamata”. This is
clearly supported by the Gita (xviii 6)

varafy g wAif ag e wwi T )

FRAA X g fafag sagaan 0

where the term “@@fa’? cannot possibly refer to any other karma lke mtya or
naimittikar.  This is indeed the mostfar-reaching interpretation of the
practical philosophy of the Gita that has been propounded by any Commentator
We gather from Samkara’s commentary on Gita xviii,6 that an identical view had
been held by cerlain othey commentators who had preceded hun? A sinilar
reference is to be found in the bhashya of Bhaskara too on Bralunasutra iii, 4, 32:

Hfazfirrga. gEeren sarameIria FEArfy FAi sl o gfafa
agwwrwiafa fasag )

Great then, is the credit due to Madhva for having resurrected the genuine view
of the Scriptures on this point and given it such an outstanding presentation.

In view of this sublimated conception of Kamyakarmas and of every other
variety of Karma, expounded in the Gitz, Madhva has no difficulty in identifving the
true Karma-Yoga with the “’Nivrtti-Maraa” of the Sastras and contrast it with the
narrow hedonism of the Mimamsakas which is to be equated as a  Pravrtti-marqa
This interpretation is clearly supported by the Vyasasmrti quoted by Madhva-

facwriy §ra97 afagafe SR )

foga Bawraeg amcfy aqrEas
(quoted in Madhva’s Mundaka Up Bhashva i, 2}

1 a9arfy Pralfafs fvarfn, a1 sragasaada aRRargmm (Jayaticha op cit)
2 &= g qmafa-feamt sami GearnA Ax o wAE T 2R AT | e|
‘agrafe sfy arfa sreafy walfn freNsenfy varafn sa=nfy, fRa agarman-
dife; araa | femamfy samfie seacreTifaad “aR) 7 AT aEarfa
gerfaAr a5 11 But Jayatirtha's point here is 720 about the possibility of their %%

but of HAT6f% (optional character) which is not passible is regard to obhgatrory
rites



The same verse (quoted in the Gitabhshya too) is also found in Manu Smwrti
xii, 83-89 (Medhatithi). It will be seen that Madhva does not confine his Karma-
yoga to the Avidyavastha of Samkara®, but considers it as the right sort of wisdom
and action which even great Jnanins like Janaka and Priyavrata had followed.

The credit of having established Nivrtti-Marga as a life of healthy participation
in Karma consecrated to God, is exclusively Madhva’s. lts true activistic characte!
had been very much obscured by the trappings of Monistic acosmism and inactivism.
Even the flaming ideal of “Nishkamakarma had been reduced to a mechanical
discipline emptied even of the noble desire 1o please the Deity: 241 ¥ goag 2fd
4 @F37 (Samkara on Gita i, 48), which is rightly rebuked by Madhva: si7a%a[-
AT AR IEATIAAI, | 3731 9 797 IR0 a3 A AR (Bhag IV, 31.40)
gld wezraa | afezafydng gafezara 0 (), 47). ‘Tad ¥ 9dizg gafuefaai
wAr 2fd srend g 403 fead (Jayatirtha I, 48).

The crux of the whole problem of Karma, and Phala is to be found in the famous

{Ipadesha of the Lord:
FAAAPIHRFA A7 T FA[AA |

A1 FAFTRGY AT A ARIEAFA 1)
This verse which is only too well known to every one, has been differently inter-
preted by different commentators  Madhva’s is the most happy and suggestive
explanation of all At the very outset, he 1s constrained to repudiate Samkara’s
uncharitable hit at Arjuna that he is 120t fit for Jnanamarga and is therefore part:-
cilarly advised to take to Karma  This not only musses the points but is also
unfair to Arjuna Madhva quotes arifadar. ... from Bhagavata i, 7 45, to
show that Arjuna is a recognised Jnani classed with other worthies like Hanuman,
Upendra, and Datta apart from his being a Deva and Naramsa, and as such
preeminently entitled to Jnana. Samkara is not sure of himself either, if Janaka
and others quoted in iii, 20, should or should not be treated as having “attained
knowledge . while following the way of works Madhva sees lhmgs in a clear

I fygm: %:ﬁauaﬁaﬁ Aty FAT T e arvqﬁﬂ?t f‘argar:hfa At
fwi\swwﬁ (I, 21)

2. qfz ¥ AHEAZIAEIN AFEATT  ARIFAIAEAN ARAEAHT FH GACE-

AIFYAT T | SITIRAETEAANARET S A GG R
afufgarfaar zfa A 215 |



light. He knows where Arjuna, Fanaka and others are to be placed and places
them there unerringly without any vacillation or mental reservation. The
supreme suggestive power of the words of the Lord, is most beautifully brought
out by him' ‘7 FATIOIAY | §F FIRAISTY 7 FowmEdEE, R
qafie 39T 1 T AseRfd (I, 47). There is no backfiring at Arjuna in “Jro?
in this context, such as we get in Samkara’s interpretation According to Madhva,
it stands for persons of all Varnas and Asramas. The idea is that even @
Franin like Arjuna should’nt entertain any desire for the fruits of his actions
while performing them.  Such a hankering may not be a serious obstacle to the
Jnanin’s release. since ‘he has already had enlightenment, and his release would
therefore be assured ~ But even so, it might cause considerable delay in release.
Hence the Lord’s advise to all Jnanins zhro’ Arjuna to relinquish the desire for
the fruits of one’s Karma  Such being the case, one can easily see the more
serious consequences of Phalakama among the rank and file of those who are no#
Jnanis. Hence, the Lord advises humanity at large, thro” Arjuna, to give up the
desire for fruits completely in any and every Karma as the most effective means
of enlightenment and release This interpretation shows the woirds of Kishna to
the best advantage. It would lead to very ridiculous results, savs Madhva, to take
“3’” here. in a restricted sense, as if Arjuna alone were not entitled to desire
fruits but others are/ ¥ntPREEFMFAT i, a5 A Al J F: (Jayatirtha)
Such a conclusion would be cleaily opposed to the spirit of the Sastras: ®rH[=:

1993 (Mundaka W, 3, 2)

Madhva, also, gives usa befter and more satisfactory sense of the phrase:
Wq‘ﬁ'@%@ in the light of what has been said in the first half. The explanations of
Samkara and Ramanuja miss the true bearings of the third quarter: 4T %’Eiqi??%{i;{

on a b ®HAFIFaFRE AT %39 FAr99 | Samkara’s rendering of ii, 47 ¢, 1s*
Don’t you be the cause (hetu) of your rebirth (karmaphala=janma) by hankering
after fruits.  This is qoing beyond the terms of reference in @ b to a much later
stage of the bargain Ramanuja feels the difficulty and #ries to avoid it by taking
“eHRT asa co otdinate compound (§7g) which he renders as: AT Eﬁﬁtﬁaﬁ\:&f@‘r{ I
‘Don’t be the cause of Karma and its fruits’. He himself feels that this would be

1. sRodarfewd 4 grafagmt & 47 1 (Samkara)
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somewhat inconsistent with the express declaration of rights (%geq) of the indwvid-

ual in regard to Karma (cf. %ﬁ“ﬁﬂ[f\ﬂﬁ%mﬁ) and so hastens to put in that tho’
the cause of action, the individual is here asked to cultivate the spirit of not looking
upon himself (alone?) as the cause of all actions but to look upon God or the
Gunas (also?) as the cause” (Ramanuja’s Gitabhashya). Now this is sidetracking
the issue before the verse and it also misses the distinction between the possession
of a right (A1f4%T) and the exercising of it. The issue is imited to whether one
is entitled to perform certain Karmas alone or whether one is at the same time
entitled to aspire for their results also.  There is no concern with the question of
the dependence or independence of the individual’s “doership” at all, for the nonce.

Madhva, has therefore, good reason to be dissatisfied with these explanations

and suggest a better one by taking “FHARZZA" as a Bahuvrhi compound: FHARS
N s e

aEAl 899€T G A7 3 meaning ‘Don’t make the fruits of your actions your motive

for doing them’.  This brings into relicf Knshna's anxiety to warn us thro” Arjuna
against the gencral human tendency to make the results the motive-force of our
actions.  This fits in with the spint of the following conclusion fagafagal: am
TEar x X x x (i, 48). ltis interesing to see that Dr. Radhakrishnan,
who generally follows Samkara’s interpretations. definitely discards it here and
adopts one which is substantially the same as Madhva’s: “Let not the fruits of

actions be thy motive” (for doing then)  (Zhe Bhagavadgita, Translation and
Notes, Allen and Unwin, 1948, p 1191

Madhva teaches that such a high idcal of Nishkamakarma lighted up by a
constant knowledge of Man’s dependence on the Deity for his very existence,
knowledge, activity ctc.. would lead to the next step in spiritual cvolution viz
Jnana

He has also at the same time 1csolved the conflict of Jnana vs Karma as
means to Moksha and set at 1est the Jnana-karma-Samuccaya-Vada, of Bhaskaia

and others by clinching the issue in favor of Aparokshajnana: SRAISTNGIATRA
A4, | FH g aArana | This is done by him under the verse: Fh01 f afafgar-
far a9%134: (i, 20).

This is also an mtriguing verse.  The mnstrumental (F7M) with the iterative
particle (T7) raise a legitimate doubt in favor of Kwmy being a direct and only



. means of telease, which the commentators are naturally obliged to notice.  This
may be very favorable to the Jnanakarmasamuccayavadins who may take advnatage
of the instrumental case with a sociative particle easily understood But the other
schools of Vedantins, would find the exclusive emphasis on Karma (FA017)

a bit troublesome. Samkara is quite indefinite here whether Janaka and others
referred to here are really Jnanis or not. Ramanuja pleads that “even for those
entitled to practise Jnanayoga, the Lord says it would be “more conducive” (319)
to Atmadarsana. to adopt Karmayoga and that is why Janaka and others are said
to have adopted it”  This would not be a correct representation of the teachings
of Sastras, but a lame excuse Madhva therefore views the instrumental case as
one of associative relation (Sahayoga) without prejudice to the Vedantic position
that Moksha is to be attained by knowledge alone, chiefly, Such Karmas as are
practised by Jnanins after Aparokshajnana, make for exhuberance of bliss in
Moksha, according to Madhva. Janaka and others are examples of such tvpe of
Tnanins who continue to perform Karmas even after enlightenment (Aparoksha-
jnana) and even in release The position has been impressively explained by
Raghavendra Svami, in his Gitavivrti following the authorities of the Bhashya and
the Prameyadipika:  gerara=ifanas  fafawasaasasrarai  iRammRan
Ay FAOAR | TABEN WA FRARA 01, F7 F 07, dqAaiaEr |
FraAmarg ghwfagrafy AT ®q 5%:6'1?’1?_1: Il We have therefore to take

it that the text “FA07 f&" is intended to ‘quote precedents for the view that
those who desire welling up of their innate bliss in Moksha, must practise the
prescribed Karmas even after Aparokshajnana, and that Janaka and other Jnanins
attained full and complete Moksha only while continuing to perform their Karmas
(%7 @%a T7) after jnana.  Tho” Moksha is assured as a result of Jnana itself, the
Jnanin might engage in Karma to achieve exhuberance of bliss. (Raghavendra)

Madhva has, thus, taken the most comprehensive view of the Karma-Srutis
and the Karmakanda and given them a well-knit explanation correlated to the
teachings of the Gita. Texts like 7 &€ &1 &1 in the Upanishads show that
some karmas are productive of results even after destruction of bondage (i e. 1
release). The only result that can be reasonably associated with them is the
welling up of innate bliss and manifestation of newer shades of it by such activity.
It is such a prospect that is hinted at and held out in the Gita (ii, 20). All texts

.
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supporting Jnanakarmasamuccaya shculd be interpreted says Madhva, from this
standpoint. He is thus able to find a place for some sort of Jnanakarmasamuccaya
in his system, tho’ notas a means to Moksha. As regards the status of Karma
per se as a means of Moksha, he leaves us in no doubt. It is only a “Sadhana”
to Aparokshajnana and is not by tsclf or directly capable of conferring
Moksha. Jayatirtha sums up the entire position in the clearest terms explain-
ing the place of Karma in the scheme of Sadhanas in Madhva’s philosophy:

LY - . .
arfyaaraeEaany; % g S@=sift | an T agafy | @ =3 ewfyanal fgami
safaefiivaf | aergE T agal e | A g AAq | SR
fRIaFROT qAA WA g9 AEE agia SAAheawaf swegi -
FUM | o WoIBIT a7 @1 FAOTIH || HAAfardor Henfky g% qAwA-
ag=AErerRy AN |l

Equally revealing is Madhva’s expasition of the place of Bhakti in its twofold
aspect as a means (8r93%4r) and as an end in itself (fafgmar) Vide his bhashya

on Gitall, 57, In this conception of Siddhirupa-Bhakti, in Moksha, he has gone
farther than any known philosopher or commentator

Monistic acosmism is losing its hold on modern interpreters of Gita lts
place is being fast taken by Pantheists under the alluring name of Integralists. The
views of Aurobindo Ghosh, in this respect, have come to be prominently voiced.
According to an authentic exposition of this reorientation of the Gita-thought,
qiven in “The Message of the Gita (as interpreted by Sri Aurobindo) Ed by
Anilbaran Roy (G. Allen and Unwin Ltd. London, 1946), the Gita idea of the

Supreme is an “integral one” embracing within it. the entire gamut of reality-senti-
ent and other. This is said to be the implicaton of the term @FIA in vii, I and of

the declaration arg3a: |afify (vii 19)  “If the Brahman is known integrally, in
all His powers and principles, then all is known  (Vii, 2 cd) not only the pure
self but the world of action and nature  There is then, nothing else left to be
known, because all is that Divine existence. It is because our view here is not
thus integral, because it rests on the dividing mind and reason and the separative
idea of the Ego, that in mental perception of things there is an Ignorance. We
have to get away from this mental egoistic view to the true unifying knowledge”
It is contended further that this “new idea” helps the Gita “to sart from the notions
of the Samkhya philosophy and yet exceed them and give to their terms, which it



— 40 —

keeps and extends a Vedantic significance. An eightfold nature is the Samkhya
Prakrti. The Samkhya stops there. It has set up an unbridgeable division between
the soul and nature. It has to posit them as two quite distinct primary entities.
The Gita also, if it stopped there, would have to make the same incurable antinomy
between the self and Cosmic nature which would then be only the Maya of the
three gunas and all this Cosmic existence would simply be the result of the Maya3
it could be nothing else. But there is something else, there is a higher principle, a

nature of Spirit: qiif%l&ﬂ ¥ (Message of the Gita pp 108-9. f. n)

The above extract sums up the thesis of Integral philosophy adequately.
Among ancient commentators, Ramanuja comes nearest to this view tho’ he does
not openly identify the two Prakrtis referred to here with the essence of the
Supreme. And unless that is done there can be really no integration. Al that
Ramanuja says here is that the two Prakrtis which he interprets as Matter and
Souls, constitute the “modes” or “Prakara” or “Sesha”. of the the Supreme and
are HIS They are clearlv subordinate to Him even as the very idea of “Sesha”
implies, in Visistadvaita. This is made clear by his commentator Vedantadesika
who clinches the matter thus: ¥1F1  afgeemag=sirafamsafzfigmr ¥ gfy
gear: T3 fydfiaa safadosa-ad3fR | (Tatparya Candrike on Gita 7 4
Nevertheless, there is a discordant note in Ramanuja. He does not explain, how
on his uiew, the Brahman “becomes” the Tiva SNF9ard (vii. 5) and yet retains
His superiority as Purushottama  This is the greatest stumbling block in the case
of both Ramanuja and the modern Intearalists headed by Aurobindo. There can
be no partial diminution or defacement of the Deity to become the Creature The
reference to Jivas as “Amsas” of the Brahman. elsewhere, must be otherwice
explained

The correct interpretation of the “two Prakrtis” and their interrelation to the
Supreme, thus deserves closer attention. The term “B? in “X 9% has been
unfortunately stretched too far by modern interpreters like Aurobindo and Prof.
Vadekar. This is responsible for the wrong conclusions drawn from it. Ramanuja’s
commentator warns us against seeing any identity here. ‘““‘F§” as a possessive
pronoun is perfectly compatible with difference. The juxtaposition of %’ and
“gmfd?’ seems to be in favor of identity. But this is not so in reality For it

is not so sure or easy to prove that in “Zata7ai gHfd fafg & oUA HTIAA? the
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reference is necessarily to the Jivas. There arc serious objections to such an
interpretation which is blindly followed by most commentators on the Gita, ancient
and modern. It is here that Madhva asks us to be wary. (1) For, in view of the
Gita’s acceptance of the plurality of souls as an ultimate fact, (i, 12; and
xiv. 2) the “aq 9HA" referred to in the singular, cannot be equated with the
individual souls. (See also, the studied use of the plural later in xv. 16cd). (2)
Secondly, the term “Praketi”, is nowhere else in the Shastras, met with in the sense
of “Jivas”. (3) “Prakriti” in the sense of a constitutive elemet, would be singularly
inapplicable to the Purushas, who according to the Samkhya philosophy also, are
neither Prakrtiss nor Vikrtis (cf. @ SR fEf: 789 Samkhya Karika) (4) It
would be unphilosophical to regard the Brahman as the result of an integration of
itself with two others “Prakrtis”, (5) There being no possibility of internal dis-
tinctions in Brahman, it would not be fair to speak of its having a “Lower Nature”
(AT 9%f7) and a “Higher Nature”, whatever these may be. (6) Since the expre-
ssion “Prakrti” in the first instance of “Apara Prakrti” has been taken to signify a
single principle (which is the root cause of the entire material universe (vii, 4), @
like expression in vii, §, would naturally scem to be intended to refer to another
species of the same Prakriti -2, to wit, “CETANA-PRAKRT!” which is also a

distinctive principle behind cosmic evolution- taught in the Pancaratra metaphysics,?
which is adopted by the Gita,

Such an interpretation would have the advantage of connecting the further
references to this other Prakrti as in xi. I, where the question of its worship and
meditation is actually raised and in xv. I6 where also the same designation of
“Akshara” is met with 2 The Upanishads also, trace the creative process to this

principle of Akshara on the analogy of the Spider and its web: FRqArfi: g
Tl 9 x X X IEaEdE 3 | (Mundaka). (7) Another scrious

I cf the Vayakarana dictum: @#1 Mfidmls=ps1 £7% g fgasfasad an
A% ) from the Mahabhashya utilised by Samkara in bis B. S B.
2. Cf. siedaEr Jal oy | Yayus iv, 12, 57.

Sadl a3l arfuglag famg 1 (Srisuleta)

3. Vedanta Desika agrees under xit I that Akshara denotes both Isvara and
Praketi in the Shastras.



difficulty in the way of identifying the a7 9% with the Jivas is the statement
that it is that which “sustains the whole Universe”: 23 9133 S0q | The individuals

sustain. not the entire world, but their own limited “kshetras” at the most, and
cannot, without violence to facts and experience, be claimed to sustain the whole
world.

These are sufficient grounds to reject the proposed identification of “Para
Prakrti” with the Jivas and press for its identification with the well-known princi-
ple of “Cetana-Prakrti” as is done by Madhva. Such an identification would not
be open to any of the difficulties raised in respect of the Jivas. It is a single
Principle attested by the Scriptures. and one to which cosmic control and other

powers are ascribed in Vedic texts: o1& eafraafaafy | ety feraeneT FEfd x
(Ambhyni Sukta) a8 GITAATY (Sristekta) This Cetana-Prakriti. is, in Pancaratra
theosophy, the presiding deity of Jada-Prakrti and by virtue of that position., is
the sustainer of the entire cosmic evolution. The Pancarata text: =arI®rafy-

doMFTATINRA | cited by Vedantadesika, in the Introduction to his commen-

tary on the Gitabhashya of Ramanuja (p.8 Ananda Press edn).. lends great
support to this point.

We may therefore accept Madhva’s identification of the T %R with
“Cetana-Prakrti” without further ado If that is done, the reference to cosmic
sustenance becomes easily explained and even the phrase “STHaAMA”’ would find

its real etymological explanation as SitarAt oo (sustaining the life-force).

Thus. we see that the imposing edifice of *Integralism’’ collapses as an
untenable hypothesis based on false premises. With the exposure of such fanci-
ful theories. the true philosophy of the Gita emerges more brightly as embodied

in the doctrine of Kshara, Akshara and Purushottama, which marks the triumph of
THEISM.

The resilient strength and inner vitality of Madhva’s interpretations of the
Gita. could thus be realised by similar critical examination of many more contexts-
This Introduction, | fear, has already become longer than was intended and | shall
conclude by inviting the readers to visualise in the light of all that has been said so
far, how true and prophetic are the statements made about the works of Madhva
in general and of the Gitabhashya in particular, by himself and by his disciples:
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1. fiard garfy 3a

seqgsaraAR AR ARt & (M. V. IX)

o eanalfagefefn: arfuwd wEdaRAee: | @@ g NN ger-
dify gaarq (Jayatirtha.)

4, aMararegarcareaTal fag gEEy (M. Vi)

There is no doubt that following the lead of Madhva and his brilliant com-
mentators, as indicated above, the reders will be able to discover for themselves
and appreciate more deeply numerous other outstanding contributions of the
Acharya. to a truer, deeper and better understanding of the Gita and recognise in
him the truest, and safest guide to the correct understanding of the heart of the Gita
and the spirit of the message of the Song Celestial. If my humble efforts in this

diretion enthuse others to go ahead on the same lines and spread the light of his
works far and wide, [ shall feel well requitted.

| consider it a privilege to be associated with this great work of the Sri Madhva-
muni Seva Sangha of Udipi, and invited to contribute this Introduction in
English to this mighty work | am thankful for this honour, to my most esteemed
friends Sri C. R. Krishna Rao, the Founder-President of the Sangha and to (the late)
Sri Panduranga Nayak whose enthusiasm and zeal for propagation of Madhva's
philosophy were truly remarkable and contagious, as | actually found during my
association with him at Udipi. | sincerely hope that | have herein fulfilled the
task which these two friends had assigned to me, to their satisfaction. May the
Gracious Lord Sri Krishna of Udipi accept this humble offering at His Feet:

Y "
arasarearaafes darcarfyy v |
A9 w7 @Ad D@ AgAeEA:

The Madhvamuni Seva Sangha has placed the entire Madhva world under a
great spiritual debt to it by its mighty laborsin translating and lannotating the
thirtyseven works of the great Acharya for the benefit of thousands of Madhvas
who are denied access to the originals, for want of time, energy and equipment to
master them. The task of translating the works of Madhva offers peculiar diffi-
culties on account of the terseness of his language and the highly condensed and
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suggestive nature of his style and arguments and the richness of authorites drawn
uport. These works have been the delight of master-minds like Jayatirtha and it
would be really presumptuous for the present generation to claim to interpret them
correctly in our own way thro” our own languages  Yet the Sangha has come
forward to attempt the well-nigh impossible task and has achieved commendable
success in it. The credit for this must go to the inspiring drive and guidance of its
President and the indefatigable energy, enthusiasm, devotion and scholarship of
Sri Agrahara Narayana Tantri the well-chosen Translator of the Sarvamula. It is no
mean privilege and its successful accomplishment by him is its own reward. His
additional explanatory annotations show that he is content not merely with translat-
ing but seeks to expound the knotty points of the Master with unerring penetration.,
with the help of the super-commentaries of Jayatirtha, Raghavendra and other
eminent followers of Madhva. No wonder the publications are a befitting tribute
to the Master whose philosophical eminence they truly reflect.
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