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To these examples the readers should certainly be able to add
many more from the pages of the Nuk Stpikr, which is sure to provide
them with endless aesthetic pleasure. It is unnecessary to prolong
these introductory remarks any farther, as I think enough has
been said to indicate the salient features and the chief merits of
this valuable work. The text of the mathnawi is now before the
readers. Let them turn to it and judge for themselves.
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therefore, remain unaffected by the old traditions of Persian poetry,
which, for one thing, were not so old in his time and still held
unabated sway over the popular mind.. He knew several languages
and was well versed in many sciences. It was, therefore, only
natural that he should occasionally be tempted to indulge in a
display of learning. But like a true poet he was fully conscious of
the fact that although knowledge and learning could enrich and
exalf poetry, they could not govern it—that poetry should not be
looked upon as a mere medium for the expression of scholarly
thoughts, a simple hand-maiden attending upon the goddess of
learning. He realized that a poet’s main concern ought to be to
make his compositions as artistic and full of aesthetic beauty as
possible, that he should never sacrifice spontaneity and freshness
at the altar of pedantry, and that a poet is really great to the extent
to which he succeeds in keeping his scholarship in the background,
so that while making a judicious use of it he never lets it over-
shadow the artistic beauty of his compositions.

The reader will find several passages in the Nuk Sipihr wherc
Khusrau has dealt with philosophic subjects, others in which he
has displayed his knowledge of astronomy and astrology, and still
others which treat of different arts like musie, the game of polo
(chaugan) or archery and hunting, and he will be struck by the
remarkably easy flow and naturalness that distinguish these
passages. There seems to be no affectation, no traces of undue
labouring or introduction of redundant words or unpostic rhymes.
The verse follows its smooth and natural course, unhampered and
unobstructed. Words appear to come to the poet’s pen as if by
magic and they enable him to render the more serious ideas in as
facile & manner as the frivolous ones. The following extracts,
taken at random from the different chapters of the poem will
serve to illustrate my point:—

(A= 3)
Gz 0370 )N g8 Kils aa
O Pt B (PR St 3.
cul g3 MK gl S
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The classical conception of a great poet in the East has been
radically different from that in the West. According to the principle
universally accepted in eastern countries poetry is not only an art
but also a science—that its object is not only to amuse and divert
but also to educate and instruct, and so great oriental poets had to
be thoroughly well-versed in the various sciences, or at least to
have a passable knowledge of them. Thus even some of the
abstruse sciences, like philosophy, mathematics and astronomy,
were considered to be essential parts of the intellectual outfit of a
poet who aspired to greatness. Poetry, however, could never be
subservient to scholarship, and it is only in very rare cases that
we find true poetic genius combined with erudite learning. The

. result has been that, although ambitious Persian poets, ever since
the days of Anwari and Khaqgani have tried to impart dignity and
grandeur to their verse by a show of learning, very few of them
have really succeeded in preserving that spontaneity and freshness
which alone can make a poem attractive. In some cases, indeed,
the result has been disastrous. There are poems which read
more like versified learned discourses, frequently so abstruse as to
be like riddles to a person of average intellect, and which thereby
have no aesthetic or artistic value at all.

Khusrau was no exception to the general rule. He had, as he
confesses himself, made a very careful study of the works of the

, carlier masters and had tried to emulate them. He could not,
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pavilions - with their rich decorations and beautiful occupants,
Indian and Persian dancers, who charm and captivate all beholders.

And it is not only the choice of metre, but also the choice of
words that helps the poet to produce this kaleidoscopic effect.
Khusrau, a consummate artist in more than one sense, has devoted
the utmost care to the selection of his words and phrases. With
the help of a few choice and appropriate words in a couplet he can
paint a whole picture before us. Nay, he can even make us hear
the melodious notes of the cheng or the rabab and the rumbling
sound of a drum. Consider, for instance, the following lines :

ORI 39S 9 Ssin G & ol ek 53 S
(describing the dancers in Sipihr VII)

Olas ooy g.ﬁ:aé Lol

or, according to a different version:
Oed ohidgy a3 &y

(describing the sound of a drum)

I have said above that Khusrau seldom employs intricate meta-
phors and far-fetched similes, but this should not be taken to
mean that he does not make use of such artifices at all. Simile
and metaphor are the soul of poetry, particularly so in the case of
oriental poetry, and no poef, however great he might bes can afford
to disdain these powerful aids to a graceful and picturesque style.
But here again Khusrau breaks away from the trodden path. He
has not blindly copied the older masters, but his similes and
metaphors are delightfully fresh and original. They are, moreover,
often delicate and subtle, showing an extraordinarily keen per-
ception and a true artistic sense, and yet there is no abstruseness
or complexity about them. The reader will come across scores
of beautiful similes in the pages of the Nuk Sipikr, but I venture
to give a few instances below. It would, I am sure, be difficult,
if not impossible, to match them from the works of the greatest
Persian writers.

ﬁ:r;‘;é))gjél,g&i)_g)é
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and the virtual extinction of the °‘Ala’i family. This deficiency,
however, has been fully supplied by him in two other poems, the
‘Ashiqa, parts of which were written after the death of Mubarak
Shéah, and the Tughlag Nameh which celebrates the achievements
of his successor, Ghayathuddin Tughlaq, the founder of the Tughlaq
dynasty. o
Originality in style and thought was almost a passion with
“Khusrau, and in no other work of his is this characteristic more
prominent. In the first place the whole plan of the poem is original,
as the poet has split it up into nine more or less independent parts,
each dedicated to a particular Sipihr (sphere or sky) out of the
conventional nine, and each dealing with a different topic. The
second, and a much more revolutionary innovation is the use of a
different metre for each Sipihr, some of the nine metres, e.g. those
used in the second and third Sipihrs, having been seldom, if ever
used by any Persian poet in a mathnawi before Khusrau’s time.
That this has resulted in the several parts of the poemlooking discon-
nected, one would readily concede, but at the same time it is
abundantly clear that Khusrau’s plan has served to relieve the
tedium and humdrum monotony that is inseparable from a long
mathnawl poem, and on account of which some of the best poems
in Persian poetry always fail to capture and maintain the interest
of the reader. And that is not all. A careful study of the poem
would also reveal that the metre chosen for each Sipihr has a definite
connection. with the subject of that Sipihr and is peculiarly well-
suited for rendering it effectively. This in no other metre could
the war-like exploits of the king and his favourite be better expressed
than in the mutaqarib (mahdhaf in the first Siphir and salim in the
second) as this metre has a peculiar lilt, a dash and a vigour, which
sweep the reader onward. He can almost see the battle chargers
gallop in their swift career over hill and dale, through tortuous
mountain paths and over swollen rivers and torrents in spate.
He can hear the clatter of the horse’s hoofs, the twang of the
famous Turkish bows and the clanging impact of steel against steel.
But when the poet turns to more serious subjects, knowledge and
learning, as in the third Sipihr, the metre becomes sober and sedate,
and has a characteristic ring of solemnity in it. Or again, while
he depicts a joyous occasion, the festivities, for instance, which
celebrated the birth of Prince Mohammad (seventh Sipihr), the metre
is again musical, smooth and flowing. By a turn of his magic
wand we are drafted away from the serious and learned discussions
about Indian philosophy, and there rise before our eyes the gorgeous
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their number is, form only a small—very small indeed—portion
of the whole poem, and the general sense of any particular passage
is rarely obscured by their presence. The artifice, like other
similar artifices which we come across occasionally, has, moreover,
been used with great skill. There is no sign of affectation, and the
smooth. and even flow of the poem is hardly ever marred, or the
spontaneity and naturalness of the narrative spoilt.

This simplicity and naturalness of style, which in the case of
a less gifted poet, might have resulted in staleness and insipidity,
has given a peculiar charm to the poem and has enabled the author
to narrate historical events in as straight and matter-of-fact a
style, as could possibly be consistent with poetic imagery and artistic
beauty, and it is precisely this feature which, while stamping the
Nuk Sipihr 88 a unique poetical work, makes it of immense value
as an historical record of contemporary events. Mubarak Shah’s
reign was a very short one and the poet had really very scanty
material to build up a glorious epic around it, but the few political
events on which the poet could lay his hands, and on the score
of which he could lavish praise upon that hapless monarch, have
been manipulated with great skill and the poet has supplied, with
great care and fidelity, many minor details which we could not
trace in other works of history. He was not present personally
in all the campaigns that the king and his favourite Khusrau Khan
undertook in the extreme south, but he got all the particulars
which he has narrated from those who participated in these cam-
paigns and who, therefore, had first-hand knowledge of all that
took place. This is evident from several references which he has
made while relating the story of the great Khan’s successes. Thus
he says at one place:

du; b CJ ‘_wao r‘ohjr (_)::.:-
Syl el ofasls

and elsewhere:

o3 &5 O uKw Ol u:.’,if
s &l Ok a8

It may consequently be safely assumed that the Nuh Sipihr is
the most authentic history of Mubarak Shah’s reign, at least of
the earlier part of his reign, for the poet, naturally, has not dealt
in it with the events which culminated in the murder of the ki;lg
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‘“The proof (of the excellence of my poetry) is this that only
poetry which is really attractive can capture the imagination of
the world like the sun and the moon, for (as it is so good) the
common people and the elite are all rapt up in its enjoyment. One '
copies a ghazal, another memorizes it, and a third comforts himself
by it in his sorrow . . . .. In the present age among the poets
of Persia only two have acquired fame, Sa‘di and Humam, both of
whom are admittedly perfect adepts in the art of ghazal. But if
you turn to other branches of poetry, you will find that their
qasidas are what they are, and I need hardly speak of other forms.
My own poetry, however, is not bad. If there were any other
nightingale in those countries, the world would have heard of it.
But as’ there is none, their roses do not send out any fragrance.
When we have thus disposed of the poets of Persia, let us celebrate
the glory of Delhi and this “flowing magic’’.

The poet concludes with excuses to the king for the ‘numerous
thorns that have crept in among the roses’, and thanks God for
having spared him to complete the poem. He then gives in the
form of a riddle, the date of the composition of the poem and the
total number of couplets in it. A ghazal concludes the Sipihr and
the Mathnawi.

C. GENERAL FEATURES

Like almost all other poetical compositions of Khusrau’s the
Nuh Sipihr has been written in a simple but singularly graceful
style. There are very fow passages which require any great mental
effort to comprehend their sense, and the poet has seldom, if ever,
made use of strange and unfamiliar words, obscure allusions, come
plicated similes or far-fetched metaphors in which some of the
other great Persian poets have so often indulged. There are, how-
ever, quite a large number of verses containing subtle quips and
puns, Khusrau being apparently, very fond of punning upon the
double sense of certain words. In several cases, indeed, he has
employed very skilfully the artifice known as ‘jinds-i-tdmm’,
while other forms of this artifice, jinds, are of common occurrence.
It is in these verses thht the average reader may occasionally meet
with difficulties. This applies specially to certain portions of the
poem, the third Sipihr for instance, where Khusrau has throughout
tried to observe the artifice known as ‘i‘nat’ or luzim-i-ma 1a
yalzam, and has consequently selected words capable of being
interpreted in two different ways to serve as rhymes (qifiya) for
hig verse. Fortunately enough, however, such verses, large as
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employed to give ordinary objects a romantic charm. It is, con.
sequently not an easy thing to get any definite and concrete idea of
some of the objeots he has described. Such are for instance, the
musical instruments, several of which have been mentioned, e.g,
the niy, the chang, the ‘Gd, the rabab and the daff. But after a
ocareful study, one should be in a position to divest the deseriptions
of the poetic conceits which have been woven around those objects
and to discover their realities. The Sipihr abounds in beautiful
similes and metaphors and some of the passages are of exceptional
artistic beauty. The Indian dancing girls especially, their fore-
heads decorated with sandal and jewels, the partings of their hair
filled with pearls, diamond pendants (biiligs) in their noses, clad
in fine deogiri, present a very charming picture.

In the Eighth Sipikr the metre employed is hexametric hazal
(akbrab, maqbiid and mahdhif), and the Sipihr is dedicated to
the planet Mercury. The Sipihr opens with & description of the
autumn season when the sky is overcast with clouds, but there is
neither wind nor rain. The king goes out to play the game of
‘chaugan’ (polo) with his courtiers and gives a wonderful display
of his skill in that game, being conversant with all its different
forms. This introduction is followed by a fairly lengthy and tire-
some dialogue between the ball and the stick (giy-o-chaugin),
the ball posing as a lover of the stick, and the stick, beloved-like,
expressing at first doubts and misgivings about the former’s sin-
cerity and devotion, but being ultimately convinced of its selfless
and noble love. As the dialogue proceeds, we can easily discern
the real object of the poet, for he unfurls before us, step by step,
the doctrines and principles of mystic love, and propounds the
theory of selfless love being the nearest approach not only to
human perfection but also to man’s oneness with God, the source
and font of all love. The Sipihr, like all others, concludes in a
siql nameh and a ghazal.

The Ninth Sipihr which is also the last, is in the hexametric
ramal (makbbiin and mahdhif). It is dedicated to the moon,
which, the poet says, is so close to the earth that he could rise up
to it and'remove its rust with the burnisher of his poetry. He then
picturesquely describes a visit paid him by the ‘Scribe of the Sky’,
Mercury, who admired the poet’s skill and acknowledged his
superiority to himself. The poet then goes on to speak of the
excellence and nobility of the art of poetry generally and boasts
of the high position and eminence attained in that art by the poets
of India in his time. Of himself he says:



hawks, falcons and dogs. The wide range of animals mentioned
with all their peculiarities and characteristics in a style which
combines realism with poetio fantasy, would show that the poet
himself must have been a devotee of the chase. A fairly long
portion of the Sipihr is then devoted to a dialogue between the royal
bow and arrow. The dialogue beginning with mutual compli-
ments ends in hot and vituperative words, when the chief armour?
bearer of the king intervenes and brings about peace and recon-
ciliation. This portion of the Sipihr is no doubt rather €ull, but
it contains valuable information about the various kinds of arrows
and bows then in use, as well as the different terms used in connec-
tion with the art of archery in the poet’s age. Thus among the
arrows he mentions the following:—

YW :;J._u u; $Sygee €ha gfﬁ e ¢3lsn ,ete.,
while the bows are described as: Sl ¢ ala ¢ 2Y (Jlax, eto.

The Sipihr ends in a sdqi nameh followed by a ghazal.

In the Sixth Sipihr which is sacred to the sun, the poet employs
the hexametric hazaj (maqsir or mahdhif) and describes in a very
artistic style the birth of Prince Mohammad, the son of Mubarak
Shah, the happy position of the stars at that auspicious moment,
and the presentation of ‘nazars’ by the nobles on the ocecasion.
He then proceeds to outline in minute detail the great benefits,
spiritual and temporal, which will fall to the lot of the prince as
he proceeds, step by step, to learn to decipher and to write the
letters of the alphabet. He then prophesies great and noble
achievements by the august baby in the realm of victory and oon-
quest. The Sipihr ends with a rather long siqi nameh and a
ghazal.

The Seventh Sipthr composed in the hexametric ramal (maqsir)
is asoribed to Venus, and the poet, aptly enough, gives in it a very
vivid and colourful account of the splendours of the spring season
and the new year’s day, the festivities on the birth of Prince
Mohammad, the gorgeous arches and pavilions erected all over the
city, the beautiful Persian and Indian dancing girls, the. “Jashn’
attended by all the nobles of the realm, and wine and musical
parties. These descriptions are very interesting and supply us
with valuable information about the manner in which festive
ocoasions were ocelebrated in thé poet’s days. Some of his pen-
piotures are reminiscent of certain passages in an earlier poem, the
Qiréin-al-Sa‘dain, and are curious specimens of poetic imagery

c
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goes on to remark: ‘I had myself learnt the lore of birds and
beasts so well that I could understand their speech, and I had
experienced how the gods tell us things about men through them.
Indeed, I saw such mysterious occurrences that if I tried to explain
them, I would fill two large volumes. But as such studies are
taboo for the faithful, I closed my ears to those evil murmurings.’

He then gives some instances of magic and sorcery as practised
in India, and describes how the Indians can revive a person who
has died of snake poison, how they can make a dead person speak,
how they can put a living person’s soul into a dead body and give
it new life, how they can kill a man by an ‘imaginary dart’, and
how by practising slow breathing the Indian yogis can live to the long
age of a hundred or even two hundred years and more. ‘All this’,
he concludes, ‘is sorcery ‘and (as such) unreal, but there is one thing
of which you cannot deny the reality—the dying of Hindus, out of
dovotion, either by fire or by sword—a woman dying willingly for
her husband and a man for an idol or a rich person. This is no
doubt forbidden by the Prophet’s law, but behold how noble it is!
If our religion permitted this, many of us would die eagerly enough
in that manner . . > The Sipihr concludes with a vivid account
of the defeat and capture of Harpal Deo and. the triumphal return
of the royal armies from Arangal. A ghazal brings the Sipihr
which is dedicated to the planet Saturn to an end.

The Fourth Sipihr, written in hexametric ramal (mahdhtf),
is consecrated to the planet Jupiter. It opens with a very pic-
turesque description of a certain morning, when Fortune (Igbal)
visited the poet and exhorted him to write pieces of advice for his
friends. The Sipihr is thus full of words of wisdom addressed, with
characteristic frankness, to the king, the heir-apparent, the nobles,
the soldiers and the general public. The poet outlines the duties
of men in different strata of socicty, and the Sipihr is interesting
for the light it throws on the ideals of state-craft and the principles
of morality as they were understood in the poet’s time. A saqi
niimeh and ghazal follow. _

The Fifth Sipihr is dedicated to Bahram, ‘the Hunter of the
Sky’ and is written in the hexametric khafif (makhbin and mah-
dhif). It begins with a glowing encomium on Indian winter, its
mildness and amenities as contrasted with the severity and rigours
of winter in Khorasan which, he says, is like a cold hell during this
season. He then proceeds to give a fairly lengthy description of
a hunting trip by the king and the various animals, beasts and
birds, which fell to his bow and arrow or were hunted by his trained
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seen evolved any grammatical system, and he himself would have
liked to supply this need, but as every one knows Persian well, it
would be a thankless job on his part to write the rules of grammar.
Three languages, he remarks further on, are very important, i.e. (1)
Arabie, chiefly on account of its religious character, (2) Persian of
Persia, eloquent and sweet with the flavour of Shiraz and (3) Turkish-
Persian, namely Qaniqly, Oighir, Irti and Ghuzz, which originated
in Qipchak and Yamak, and spread in other lands. After another
few remarks about the spread and fusion of languages, he turns to
[ndia, where, he says, the common language in former times was
Hindui, but as the Ghiris and the Turks came to India, Persian,
which was their language, was also learnt by all and sundry. In
these days, he says, every province in India has a peculiar dialect
of its own. There is, for instance, Sindhi, Lahori, Kashmiri, Kubri,
Dhur-Samundri, Tilangi, Gujari, Ma ‘bari, Gouri, Bengali and
Oudhi. But in Delhi and all around it, the current language is the
same Hindui which has existed in India from olden days and has
been used for all forms of speech. Then there is another language,
used exclusively by the Brahmins and unknown to the multitude,
named Sanskrit. The Brahmins only know it, and it is not every
Brahmin who has mastery over it, as this language has a difficult
grammatical system. They have four sacred books written in that
language. These are called ‘bids’ and contain stories of their gods,
although like the bid (cane) they bear no fruit’. All other stories
and romances, literary books, letters, etc., that require elegance of
liction and display of talent, are similary written in Sanskrit by
the, Brahmins and other cultured scholars. This language, he
concludes, is pure like a lustrous pearl, and although inferior to
Arabic, it is certainly superior to Persian (Dari).

Some curious accounts of Indian animals and their almost
human sagacity follow this. There are in this land, he says, birds
that can talk like human beings, the parrot and the magpie (sharak)
for instance; other birds whose cries betoken future events, the
crow for example, about whose speech several volumes have been
written, the peacock, that wonderful bird which does not pair in
the ordinary manner, a fluid from the eye of the male, swallowed
by the female, being sufficient for fertilization; and other birds
who have been trained to perform wondrous tricks, like the crane
(bagla). Then there are horses that trot to musie, goats performing
strange balancing feats, the extremely manlike monkey who can
distinguish between one coin and another (dam wa diram), and
the elephant that resembles man in several respects. -He then
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learnt astronomy from Hindu Scholars at Benures,
where he stayed for ten years.

(4) The numerical system, especially the symbol zero,
originated in India. . As a matter of fact the word
‘hindasa’ is a contracted form of ‘hind’ (India) and
‘dsa’, a famous Indian mathematician.

(5) The wonderful book of wisdom, Kalila wa Dimna, was
composed in India, and acquired fame all over the
world, having been tra-nslated into Persian, Turki, Tazi
(Arabic) and Dari.

(6) Tho game of chess, similarly, was invented in Indla
The elaborate and intricate technique of this game
has seldom been mastered by any one, and it holds
a unique position among pastimes of a kindred nature.

(7) Chess and Kalila Dimna, both being of Indian origin,
have given this country a distinetive place among
all lands and have become popular throughout the
world.

(8) Indian music, which is like a fire that fires the heart
and the soul, is of & higher order than the music of
any other country. No foreigner, even if he stayed
in India for a number of years has been able to grasp
its principles thoroughly or even to render a single
melody correctly.

(9) This music has a peculiar charm not only “for human
beings, but for animals also. Deer have been hyp-
notized and caught by means of music alone.

(10) Lastly, in no other land is there a wizard like Khusrau,
albeit a lowly and humble panegryrist of the great
monarch.

Khusrau then proceeds to make some very interesting observa-
tions about the languages with which he was familiar. He claims
that he knew several of them, among which Arabic has a unique
position on account of its being the language of the Holy Quran.
It is, however, a difficult language, and in spite of the fact that it
has a systematized grammar, very few people have been able to
acquire thorough proficiency in it. Turkish also has a regular
grammar compiled chiefly for the benefit of officials, as Turkish
is the court language in many lands and they are expected to know
it. No one, however, has studied Turkish for the purpose of
aoquiring knowledge. In the Persian language there has not yet
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of it you may change the orude, jingling noise of the caravan-bell
into the refined notes of an organ’. Khusrau commences his
praise of India by citing ten different arguments to prove that
India is the garden of Eden where Adam resided before his fall, such
as the fertility and fruitfulness of its soil, the temperate nature
of its climate, and the presence of the peacock and the snake in it.
Most of these arguments, would, of course, appear puerile to a
sophisticated, modern reader, but at the same time their naive
ingenuity was very well calculated to appeal to his contemporaries,
and the poet’s style in putting them forth is picturesque, if not
convincing. He then proceeds to establish India’s superiority over
all other countries in knowledge and learning. ‘I know’, he says,
‘that in this land lie concealed wisdom and learned idcas beyond
compute. Greece has been famous for philosophy, but India is
not devoid of that science. If we look carefully, we shall find all
branches of philosophic knowledge here, such as logic, dogmatic
theology, and astrology, “Figh” (jurisprudence) is, indeed, the
only science of which the Hindus are ignorant. Physics, mathe-
matics, astronomy, divination of the past and the future, are known
to them. In divinity or metaphysics, the Hindus are, no doubt,
confused, but then so are all the peoples (except the Muslims).
Yet, even though they do not believe in our religion, many of their
beliefs resemble ours. They believe, for instance, in the unity
and eternity of God, his power to create from nothingness, and so
on. They are thus really better than those who are atheists or
dualists, or those who believe in Father and Son, or the anthropo-
morphists, the Sabians (star-worshippers), the materialists and the
“mushabbih” (likeners). They do worship stones, beasts, trees,
and the sun, but they recognize that all these have been created by
God, and adore them simply because their ancestors did so.” He
then mentions ten points which prove the superiority of the
Indians:

(1) Knowledge and learning are common and widespread
among them.

(2) They can speak all the languages of the world elea.rly
and correctly.

(3) Scholars from all parts of the world have come, {rom
time to time, to study in India, but no Indian scholar
has found it necessary to go abroad in quest of know-
ledge. Abu Ma‘shar, the famous astronomer of the
9th century A.D., for instance, came to India and



opens with a panegyric on Mubarak Shah, which is followed by a
description of the event which led to the composition of the poem.
The poet then describes the King’s accession to the throne on the
24th of Muharram, 716 H. and the position of the stars on that
auspicious occasion. He next mentions how the king marched
out to Deogir and punished Réaghii, the arrogant and rebellious
minister or deputy of Rai Ramdeo. The metre of the Sipihr is
the octametric mutaqarib (mahdhif).

The Second Sipihr begins with a glowing description of Mubérak
Shah’s buildings—the completion of the Qasr-i-Nau (New Palace),
planned and partially constructed by his father, ‘Ala’uddin Khalji,
and the erection of a large congregational mosque in Delhi. This
is followed by a long and detailed account of Khusrau Khén’s cam-
paign against Tilang (Telingana) and Arangal (Warangal), his
victories and triumphal entry into Delhi in company with the king,
who had stayed behind at Deogir. The mosque was now completed
and the poet describes how a tall minaret of polished stone was
erected in it. The poet then sings of the greatness of Delhi and
proclaims its superiority over all other important cities of the world,
like Baghdad, Cairo, Khorasan, Tirmidh, Tabriz, Sipahan, Bukhara
and Khwarizm, and concludes the Sipihr with a few verses of
siqi nameh and a ghazal. This Sipihr has been written in a very
pleasant and running metre, the octametric mutaqarib (salim),
which is rather rare in mathnawi. It corresponds to the sky of
the fixed stars or the signs of the Zodiac. ~

The Third Sipihr is certainly the most interesting and the
most informative of the nine. It deals mainly with India, and
the poet has crammed into it numerous very useful pieces of in-
formation about that country’s climate, its flowers, birds and
other animals, its sciences, religious beliefs and languages. The
poet has tried hard to prove India’s superiority, in every respect,
over Khorasan and other countries of the Bala, and explains his
enthusiasm for India thus:

‘Why, someone may ask me, all this zeal and admiration for
India ? It is because India is the land of my birth and training
and because its ruler is a mighty king like Mubarak Shah. It
would seem, however, that the poet could not remain unaffected
by the general esteem in which the cities of central Asia and Persia
were held throughout the Islamic world, for further on he remarks
rather apologetically: ‘What praise can there be for what has al-
ready been so highly praised? Does a houri need the services of
a tire woman? Praise can be called an art only when by means
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phenomenon of a low convert in proud possession of the palace
and harem of his erstwhile master, while great and noble maliks
bowed in submission before him or looked on helplessly in mute
horror. Khusrau Khén now proceeded to bestow high titles and
offices on his assistants. His brother became Khan-i-Khanan,
while several low caste Hindus, Chandals and Mevs, were honoured
with the titles of kban and malik, so that, in the words of Khusrau,
the suoccessful coup d’état ‘produced khans galore, like mushrooms
sprouting on & rubbish-heap after a fall of rain.’ 1

We are not concerned here with what happened to Khusrau
Khan afterwards. Our narrative has, indeed, already taken us
far beyond the theme of the Nuk Sipihr, which was written when
Mubarak Shah was alive and still at the height of his power. It
would be enough, therefore, to remark that Khusrau Khan’s success
was only short-lived, and that he paid with his life for his act of
treason, being defeated and slain by Ghayathuddin Tughlaq, the
veteran ‘Warden of the marches’, who alone among the servants
of the ‘Ala’i family, had the courage not to bow before the in-
evitable hut to denounce the infamous deed, in unequivocal terms,
from the very first day of its perpetration.

B. ANALYSIS OF THE PoEM

I shall now analyze briefly the contents of the Nuh Sipihr.
The Nuh Sipihr, as its name indicates, is divided into nine chapters
of unequal length, each corresponding to one of the nine ‘skies’
of the old astronomers. Each chapter has been written in a
different metre. Each opens with the mention of the ‘Sipihr’ to
which it corresponds, and ends with a siqi nameh and a ghazal.
As in several other works of Khusrau, ‘abyat-i-silsila’ have been
employed to serve as headings for the various topics dealt with in
the mathanawi. The introduction consists of hamd and na‘t, a
description of the Prophet’s ascension (mi‘rdj), and a glowing
encomium on the saint, Nizamuddin Auliya, in which the poet
stresses the importance of a spiritual guide for every novice setting
forth on the path of truth and virtue, and describes how his own
connection with the saint brought him not only peace and content-
ment but also worldly success and spiritual bliss.

The First Sipthr, which corresponds to the top-most sky

(Y ells ) and which is the ninth counting from below, then

1 Tughlag Nameh, p. 22.
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of the outer chambers, was the next victim. By this time the
whole palace was in commotion, and the king hearing the tumult,
asked Khusrau Khdn what it could mean, and the latter craftily
allayed his fears by saying that the clamour was due to some
horses having got loose in the royal stables. When, however, the
Bara’is had all but reached the royal apartments the king for
the first time sensed danger, and realizing too late the treachery
of Khusrau Khin, he threw him down and looked about for a weapon
to punish him for this act of treason. Khusrau Khan, however,
had taken good care not to let any weapon lie within reach of the
king, and so he was compelled to seek safety in flight. He made
for the ladies’ apartments on the upper storey being hotly chased
by Khiisrau Khan, who caught him by his long hair on the staircase
leading to those apartments, and before the king could free himself
his murderers, the Bara’iis, who with their black visages and flashing
swords dripping with blood looked more like demons than human
beings, were upon him, and one of them swiftly cut off the helpless
king’s head and threw it down the terrace into the courtyard
below, where it fell among the panic-stricken servants, too confused
and scared to do anything. '

The assassins then proceeded to the women’s’ quarters and
dragged away the king’s five brothers ftom the clinging arms of
their fond and distracted mothers, whose agonizing cries and
earnest entreaties alike failed to melt their stony hearts. Not
& single one of these hapless scions of the ‘Ald’i family was spared,
and by the time the fateful night was over all possible claim-
ants to the throne had been done away with. In the meantime,
Khusrau Khén’s confederates, among whom the most active were
the Safi brothers,] went about the city, securing the allegiance
of the important khans and maliks by threats as well as promises
of reward and promotion, so that when the day dawned, the
ground had already been prepared for Khusrau Khan’s unopposed
accession to the throne. It would appear from what Khusrau says
in the Tughlag Na@meh that it was not originally the intention of
Khusrau Khan to seize the royal canopy for himself, but that he
did so at the instigation of his collaborators who pointed out to him
the folly of doing things by halves. ‘If you let someone else
occupy the throne’, they argued, ‘you cannot expect to be spared
after what you have done’.2 And so the world saw the strange

1 Yisuf Khan and Kemaluddin.,  Cf. Tughlag Nameh, p. 21.
2 Tughlag Nameh, p. 21
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formed and was led by Malik Asaduddin, a cousin of ‘Ald’uddin,
with the object of ridding the kingdom of a ruler who had made
himself thoroughly repugnant to'all his subjects, high as well as
low. The plot was, however, detected and the ring-leaders were
punished mercilessly. The only result of the conspiracy was to
make the king more suspicious and to induce him to exterminate
all possible rivals and claimants to the throne. Among those
who suffered death, the most pitiable were Khidr Khan and two
of his younger brothers, Farid Khan and Shadi Khan, who had
already been blinded by Malik Kafar and were living in exile at
Gwaliyar, while Deval Devi, Khidr Khdn’s loving and devoted wife
who had shared willingly and loyally the rigours of her husband’s
exile, was brought to Delhi and compelled to enter the harem of
his murderer.

But this was not the end of all trouble for the king. A much
more serious plot was being hatched even before his eyes by that
very favourite on whom he had lavished his unbounded affection
and confidence. Kbusrau Khin, taking full advantage of the
privileged position he held in the king’s palace, had gathered around
him several of his own kinsmen and a fairly large number of
Bara’is who were sworn to obey his orders and to shed their blood
for him. He was also in league with some of the disgruntled maliks
and khans, and was patiently waiting for an opportunity. His
evil intentions, indeed, in spite of the fact that he had taken great
pains to keep them secret, had become known to some of Mubarak
Shah’s loyal servants, and they, especially his aged tutor, Qadi
Khan ! had often remonstrated with him not to trust Khusrau
Khdn too much, and to be on his guard against any possible treachery
from him. But the unfortunate king was so infatuated with his
favourite and so blind to his own welfare, that he paid no heed to
- these warnings. The result was that Khusrau Khan was enabled
to complete his preparations with impunity, and when the time
was ripe, he struck swiftly and boldly.

It was a late hour in the first night of Jumad II in" the year
720 H. The king’s counsellors and ministers had left the palace
long ago and he was alone with Khusrau Khan. All of a sudden a
strong party of Bard’is, with drawn swords and daggers ap-
proached the palace-gate, quickly overpowered the royal guards,
and cut them down mercilessly before they had time to offer any
resistance. The king’s tutor, the Qadi, who happened to be in one

1 His full name was Qadi Diya’uddin. See Life and Works, p. 127, fn. 1.
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crowd of the great khdns and maliks, including men of the highest
rank like ‘Ainul-mulk, the veteran noble of ‘Ald’uddin’s time, to
soil their clothes and to do other similar villainous things. Women
of ill-fame, used to sit on the terrace of the Hazar Sutiin and to
abuse and insult the nobles gathered below, while the king looked
on and laughed.

At the same time, although Mubarak Shah, soon after he
became king, had assumed the proud title of ‘Khalifat-u-Rabbi’l
‘Alamin’ (the Viceregent of the Lord of all the worlds), a designa-
tion to which even his ambitious father had not had the courage
to lay claim,! he began to flout openly the most sacred religious
injunctions and gave up all pretence of being the custodian of the
Islamic law. He never said his prayers and entirely disregarded
the fast of Ramadan. He became overtly and bitterly hostile
to Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya, probably because the saint had been
specially kind to his brother, the luckless prince Khidr Khan. He
invited some rival saints, including Shaikh Sadruddin of Multan,
to Delhi and showed them great favour and reverence, not on
account of any excessive spiritual zeal, but chiefly with a view to
spite Hazarat Nizamuddin and to lower his position in the eyes of
the populace. On one occasion, when he met the saint in the
zawiyeh (monastery) of Shaikh Diyauddin, he slighted him by not
returning his greeting, and is said to have exclaimed, during some
of his drunken bouts, that he would give one thousand gold tankahs
to anyone who would bring him the saint’s head. Another reason,
probably, why Mubarak Shah, became offtended with the saint was
the latter’s refusal to attend his court. That was why once he
threatened him with dire consequences if he failed to turn up
before him on a certain date. The disciples of the saint, realizing
the earnestness of the king and the critical turn the estrangement
had taken, tried hard to persuade him to agree to the king’s request,
but the saint was adamant. Threats and cajolery alike failed to
move him from the stand he had taken against the profligate
monarch. The worst was, therefore, feared by all, but strangely
enough Mubarak Shah was himself murdered before the appointed
date, an event to which we shall come presently.

These, and other similar doings of the king were bound to
produce a reaction. Several of the important maliks resented
the king’s attitude -and were rightly jealous of the inordinate
favour shown to Khusrau Khdan. A conspiracy was, consequently

1 ‘Ala’uddin only called himself ‘ Khalifa’ or ‘ Khalifat-ul-muslimin’.
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Mubérak Shah’s reign till his tragic death in 720 H.1 The strange
events of this epoch—Khusrau Khén’s treachery, his murder of his
patron, the virtual extermination of ‘Ald‘uddin’s family and the
detestable acts of sacrilege committed by Khusrau Khan and his
confederates have all been narrated by the contemporary historians,
Barni and others, and also by Khusrau in the ‘Ashiga and the
Tughlaq Nameh, and I shall trace them briefly here.

Khusrau Khan, like Malik Kaftr, had risen from the position
of a favourite slave of his royal master to become the latter’s most
trusted counsellor and commander. Like Malik Kafir, again,
he was a convert and probably came from Gujrat, and belonged to
a community, called Parwars by Barni and Firishta, but Bara-
wi or Bard’a by Khusrau, who describes them as a brave people
‘who know how to sell their own heads, as well as to sever those of
their enemies’. 2 They would seem to be brave and intrepid
mercenaries of a desperate character, capable, at the same time, of
the noblest acts of heroism and the meanest deeds of villainy.
Khusrau Khan seems to have possessed these qualities in the fullest
measure, and to be also gifted with rare personal beauty, which
really did more than anything else to earn for him the special favour
of Mubarak Shah. It would appear, indeed, that the king had
made him the object of a perverse and unnatural love, which he
took no pains to conceal from his ministers and nobles, and liked
to have him always by his side. He had given him the title of
Khusrau Khan and had exalted him above all other kbans and
maliks, and would scarcely do anything without previously con-
sulting him, so that Khusrau Khan had access to the royal palace at
all hours of the day and night and used to be alone with the king
in his private apartments.

The young and genial monarch, in the meantime, had gradually
lost several of his former good qualities, and became more and more
profligate in his ways, and licentious in his habits. In his quest
for pleasure and amusement, he lost all sense of royal decorum
and would often scandalize his courtiers by appearing before them
in woman’s dress. Jesters and buffoons, who used to throng his
oourt showed scant respect for the highest officials of State and used
to take all sorts of liberties with them. One of them specially,
named Tauba, was in the habit of doing the most reprehensible
things. He used to walk in stark naked among the assembled

1 Cf. Life and Works, Appendix, p. 247.
8 Life and Works, Appendix, p. 247.
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dream, he was called to the royal presence by a special emissary.
When he was ushered into the court, he found the king engaged ing
pleasant conversation with his courtiers, discussing the relative
merits of old and modern poets. Among the old masters, some
praised .Sa ‘di, while others expressed their admiration for Sana’i.
The king then remarked that it was really the patronage of kings
that had produced great poets like Khaqani, ‘Unsuri and Firdausi,
and continued thus: ‘We are not behind those kings in ambition,
for have we not enough of wealth in our royal coffers? Never
had a king in this wide world given a reward of ten or twenty lakh
tankahs: the first who did that was he who was the Glory of the
World and the Faith. And yet, if my father hestowed hundreds
upon a slave, I give thousands, and even that does not content me.
I would gladly give hundred times more to one who asks for my
favour, and shall bestow an elephant’s weight of gold on him who
writes well the chronicles of my auspicious reign. This again I
have learnt from my father who used to give gold equal in weight
to an elephant, and those who are wise, know that this is larger
than an elephant-load. Since I am the heir to his magnificent
generosity, it certainly does not behove me to give less.’1

This was really an invitation to Khusrau to immortalize the
king’s reign, as he had done those of his three immediate prede-
cessors, by means of a masterpiece of poetry, for who else could
perform the onerous task with such conspicuous success? The
poet was over sixty years of age then, but time had not retarded
the flow of verses from his prolific pen or dimmed the flame of
poetic inspiration that burnt in his breast. He undertook the
work, and produced the wonderful mathnawi, Nuh Sipikr, which
in several respects, as we shall see presently, is unique in the whole
range of Persian poetry. Whether he actually got an elephant’s
weight of gold in return for his labours, he does not tell us. All:
that he says is that he had seldom obtained a reward like the one
he got from this gem-like monarch. ‘And’, he continues, ‘the
poem composed by this old wizard of a poet is also worthy of that
gift. My previous compositions can scarcely touch this special
poém, for in it I have employed a new mode of description and have
poured an ocean of ideas on every page.’ 2

How far Khusrau’s claim may be justified, we shall discuss
later. Let us for the present continue the subsequent history of

1 Nuh Sipihr, 8. L. 2 Ibid., 8. 1.
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Taking with him the rich booty, Khusrau Khan now turned
back to Deogir to rejoin his royal master. The king, however, had
already left that.city and was on his way back to Delhi. Khusrau
Khan overtook him, and the whole army proceeded to Delhi in great
splendour and pomp. Meanwhile the news of the great victory
had already reached the capital and elaborate preparations were
made to give a becoming reception to the king. Gold cloth covered
the house-walls, which shone like the rays of the sun, while red cloth
spread on some of the other walls, made them look like peasants
clad in ‘Sahibi’ cloaks. The ground was covered with gold-
embroidered velvet like a bride on the eve of her wedding, and was
sprinkled with the blood of sacrificed animals. The streots were
thronged with people who had come to watch the triumphal pro-
cession, and as the king entered they looked at his handsome face
‘with a thousand desires’, and prayed for his long life and prosperity.
Many a woman fell indove with the youthful king so that ‘marriage
deeds were torn on every side’, and many a criminal got the royal
pardon, so that ‘records of crimes were washed clean’.

Mubarak Shah then turned his attention to the completion of
the mosque, part of which had been built before ho started for the
south. A red-stone pillar was erected in the courtyard of the
mosque. ‘The surface of the stones’, says Khusrau, ‘ was so brightly
polished that one could see one’s face in them. The king could
have made the pillar of rubies, but he did not like to pamper thieves,
and if he had it inlaid with gold and silver, it would have become
another Palace of Shaddad. Many a stone is better than pearls,
for it conceals and protects, while pearls raise up troubles’. 2 *The
king next built a fortress of baked bricks so closely laid together
that, not only a hair, but imagination itself could not pass through
their crevices without being scratched. And when the building
was ready all other cities offered their tribute of praise toit.” 3

The youthful monarch had now little else to do. Peace and
prosperity prevailed in the kingdom. The veteran warrior, Ghaai
Malik Tughlaq, kept the Mongols at bay in the north-west, while
the Hindu princes were submissive, and paid their quotas of tribute
regularly. The king passed most of his time in the company of
musicians and poets who flocked to the court from all sides.
Among the latter, Khusrau was one of the first to gain his favour.
The poet relates how he saw a wonderful dream in which pearls
rained heavily on all sides, and how soon after he had seen that

1 Nuh Sipihr, 8. IL. 2 Ibid., 8. IL 3 Itid., S. I1.
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to Khusrau, an army consisting of five thousand horsemen and'
infantry more numerous than the thorns of the desert. As Khusrau
Khin approached the fortified city, which had a double rampart,
the Hindu bhatts (musicians) chanted war-like songs, while the
Brahmins prayed, but, according to Khusrau, although the Hindus
can fight among themselves bravely enough, they cannot withstand
the Turks, just as two cocks can fight a grim duel between them
but scurry away at the approach of a falcon . . . ‘In fact it has
been a tradition in the world since the oldest times, that the Hmdus
should always fall a prey to the Turks.’1

The Hindu army was led by two brave and powerful warriors,
Kunda and Devra Mehta who were met by Ghazi Kamil and Timur
from the royal army. Both the Hindu commanders were killed
along with many a siwant and rana, and the Hindu army was
driven in to the inner rampart, one of its gates being set on fire, so
that ‘the fire-worshippers of Rudra began killing their god (fire)
on every side’. Rudra Deva was now closely besieged and the royal
army started making final preparations for taking the fortress by
storm, when the rajah, fearing the worst, sent out ‘basiths’
(messengers) with rich presents, requesting for peace. The presents
included costly pearls, large quantities of pure gold, silk cloth ‘so
fine that a hundred yards of it could easily be contained in the eye,
and through which neither water and oil, nor a spear and arrow
could pierce’, 2 elephants and horses. Khusrau Khin accepted the
presents and consented to make peace. Thore was, however, some
delay in settling the terms, and messengers from the besieged
fortress visited the royal camp several times before a final agreement
could be arrived at. Tho Khan at first demanded the cession of
five districts, named Badarkob (or Badorkot). Basiidan, Kailds,
Alur (Ellora?) and Kobar respectively, together with a heavy
indemnity in cash and kind, but on earnest representations made
by ‘the rajah, he relented and modified his demands, accepting
the rajah’s offer of an annual tribute of twenty lakh gold achchuas,
one hundred elephants, one thousand horses, ten caskets of pearls,
and other cestly presents together with the cession of Badarkob.
The agreement was signed by the rajah with the ‘seal of Luddar
Mahadco,” and in return the Khian confeired afresh upon him the
canopy and other emblems of power which ‘Ala‘uddin had given
him, and which he had sent back to the royal camp as a token of
surrender. "

1 Nuh Sipihr, 8. T1. 2 Ibid.. 8. 1.
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His youthful vigour goaded him to action. ‘He wanted now to
betake himself to Ghaznin, to thrust his spear into the enemies of
Islam and to render the world as narrow as the crease of a cloak for
the Chinese of Cathay, and now he wished that, in accord with the
desires of his friends, he might destroy~the réis of Hindustan,
taking by surprise the masters of elephants and capturing a thousand
clouds with a drop of water.”? His ministers and courtiers,
however, were opposed to these ambitious schemes and considered
it inadvisable for the king to leave the seat of government before
he had fully established his control over the kingdom. But thg
king would not listen to their counsel and was bent upon doing
something to earn for himself the laurels of victory, and so he
marched out of Delhi at the head of a large army and after a short
halt at-Tilpat, started on the road to Deogir (Deogarh or Daulata-
bad) in the Deccan, & city which had attracted his father also when
he was hatching the ambitious plan of capturing the throne of
Delhi and was badly in need of adequate funds for the purpose.
Tt was, therefore, probably the lure of gold as well as the love of war-
like adventure that made him turn to this ancient city in the south,
which, as a flourishing centre of trade and commerce, was reputed
to contain fabulous wealth.

Rai Ramdeo, who had had to face ‘Alda’uddin’s invasions, was
still alive, but he happened to be away from Deogir, His Na’'ib
or deputy, Raghi, consequently was the only important person
who could offer any effective resistance to the royal army, which,
however, proved too strong for him. The king entered Deogir
which he renamed Mubarakabad 2 after his own name, while Ragha
retreated to the hills. He was eventually hunted out and forced
to give battle.. A severe and bloody fight ensued and ended in
the defeat of Raghi, who however, managed to escape alive and
hide himself in some inaccessible ravine where men of the royal
army, in spite of their best efforts, failed to contact him. The
king now stayed behind at Deogir and sent his favourite slave,
khusrau Khdn, with & large army to Tilang (Telingana). Rudra
Deva, called by Khusrau and other Muslim historians Luddar
Deo, had apparently renounced his promise of allegiance to the
throne of Delhi and had become refractory. The king, therefore,
wanted to punish him and to make him pay the tribute which
Malik Kafiir, in ‘Ala’uddin’s time, had imposed upon him. The
rajah, one of the most powerful rulers in South India, had, aceording

1 Nuh Sipihr, 8. 1. 2 See Life and Works, p. 122, fn. 2
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would have certainly blinded him also, but luckily for the prince,
he was himself murdered by some of his jealous partisans before he
could carry out his nefarious design. Malik Kafiir’s reign thus
came to an abrupt end after the short space of only about a month.
‘The world’, according tb Khusrau, ‘made out of the sighs of the
oppressed a sword, and flung his ominous head off his inauspicious
shoulders’, and thus it was that Mubéarak Shah, on the 24th of
Muharram in the year 716 H. ascended the throne of Delhi with the
title of Qutbuddin (the Pole or Pivot of the Faith). Young and
handsome, the new king soon won the hearts of his subjects by his
gay temperament and liberal disposition. ‘Ald’uddin’s rule had
weighed heavy upon the nobles as well as the populace, and,
in spite of the fact that he had given the Indian empire such peace
and tranquillity as had never been.witnessed before, he had made
himself unpopular by his heavy extortions and puritanic discipline.
Wine and luxuries. of other kinds were taboo during his reign and
people were afraid to display their wealth lest they might attract
the attention of the king, who considered abundance of money
to be a rife source of corruption. All that was changed under the
new regime, for although Qutbuddin formally kept in force his
father’s prohibition decree, he himself was a great devotee of the for-
bidden cup, and his subjects were not slow in taking full advantage
of their monarch’s weakness, so that ‘every house was turned into
a tavern and wine began to be brought to the city from the neigh-
bouring villages under a hundred pretexts and guises’.1 The
capital soon regained its wonted, gay appearance. Trade became
more brisk. In the words of the contemporary historian, Barni,
it was after a long time that tankahs and jitals poured into purses
and bags, and gold and silver appeared in and outside the houses,
streets and quarters of the city. The nobles began, once more,
to vie with one another in pomp and magnificence and to surround
themselves with richly attired slaves who enlivened their convivial
gatherings by their wit and skill in music and enhanced the splen-
dour of their cavalcades. ‘Handsome young musicians flocked
to the city. The price of a young slave, or a beautiful slave-girl,
reached as high as 500 or 1,000, or even 2,000 tankahs.’ 2

But the young prince had apparently inherited some of his
father’s ambition and love of adventure. Soon after his accession
to the throne, he thought of embarking upon a campaign of conquest
and to tread in the footsteps of his father, the ‘Second .Alexa.nder’.

Berni, p. 384. 2 Ibid., p. 354



INTRODUCTION

A. HisToricAL BACKGROUND

The Nuh Sipihr, otherwise known as ‘Sulf@n-Nameh’, is the
fourth of a series of historical mathnawis composed by Khusrau,
- and was written at the instance of Qutbuddin Mubéarak Shah in
the year 718 H. The poet had already produced the Qirdnus-
Sa‘dain, which celebrates the happy ending of the quarrel between
Kaiqubad and his father Bughra Khan, the ‘ Ashiqa which contains
a useful miscellany of historical facts woven around the romantic
story of Prince Khidr Khdan and Deval Devi, and the Miftahul Futiih,
a comparatively short poem describing the conquests of Jalal-
uddin Firtz Khalji, and was still to write the last important work
of his life, the T'ughlag Nameh, commemorating the vengeance
wreaked by Ghayathuddin Tughlaq Shah upon the ungrateful
Khusrau Khan who had seized the throne of Delhi by murdering his
kind, albeit errant, master, Mubarak Shah.

‘Ala’uddin Khalji, the stern and capable monarch, who had for
twenty years held in subjection not only the turbulent Turkish
and Afghan nobles and the refractory rais of his far-flung dominions,
but also the marauding Mongols who came ever and anon from
across the frontier, like hungry wolves, hankering after the rich
poils offered by the fertile plains of India, passed away, after a
long and painful illness on the 7th of Shawwal in the year 715 H.
His end was probably hastened by his slave and henchman, Malik
Kafir, who after his master’s demise, became the virtual ruler of
his vast.kingdom. With the help of his confederates, the most
notorious among whom was another slave, Sunbul, he started on a
detestable orgy of murder and persecution, and for the short time
ho was in power Delhi remained in the grip of a reign of terror.
‘Ala‘uddin’s eldest son, Khidr Khan, who by his clever machinations
had already boen put out of the way and exiled to Gwaliyar, was
the . first vietim of Kaftr’s infamy. He was cruelly blinded in
order to render him incapable of making any claim to.the throne
of his father. Two of his younger brothers, Shadi Khan and Farid
Khén also suffered the same fate, while his mother, the queen, was
robbed of all her possessions and confined in a solitary dwelling.
~ Malik Kafir, now turned his attention to another son of the
late king, Mubérak Khdn, who had so far remained unscathed, and
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Barni : Tarikh-i-Firlzshahi of Ziyauddin Barni (Bibl. I'nd., Text).

Firishta : Tarlkh-i-Firishta (Lucknow, Text, 1864).

Life and Works : ‘“ The Life and Works of Amir Khusrau”

the Editor (Calcutta, 1935).
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Khwarazm, 145, 271,
Kirman, 257.
Kunda (warrior of Arangal), 99.

Lakhnauti, 186.

Luddar Deo (Prataba Rudra Deva
of Arangal), 127, makes peace
with Khusrau Khéin, 114, cedes
Bidarkob, 128-132.

Mahmud Malikshah, 343, 344.

Malik ‘Anbar, 113.

‘Malik N&'ib (Kafur), 237,

Mal Rai (of Arangal), 80.

Maini (Manes), 377.

Mansiir (al-Hallaj), 26.

Misr (Egypt), 143.

Mubarak Shah (Qutbuddin, Sultan)
accegsion to throne, 30 seq.,
invites Khusrau to his court, 37
seq., promises an . elephant’s
weight of gold for chronicle of his
reign, 42 seq., date and account of
his coronation, 50-54, his ambi-
tion for conquest, 54 seq., expedi-
tion to South India, 58 seq.,
defeats Raghu,” 70 seq., his
buildings in Delhi, 76 seq.,
returns to Delhi after southern
expedition, 139 seq., builds &
minaret and o palace, 141-143,
145, 157, 195, 202, 290, 292,
295, 297, 299, 301, 305, 310, 312,
315, etc. his polo trip, 403 seq.

Muhammad (Sultan, Prince), his
birth, 320 seq., his horoscope, 324
seq., 248, named Muhammad,
337, presented to the courtiers
by his father, 340 seq., festivities
on his birth, 376-400.

Narbada (River), 202, 204.
Nil (the Nile), 143,
Nimrid (Nimrod), 278,

Qutbuddin Bakbtyar Kaki, 23.
Qutbuddin Mubarak Shah (Sultan),
see Mubarak Shah.

Qutlugh (Amir-i-8hikar), 67, 69, 96.!
99, 101.

Raghi (N&'ib of Ram Deo), 62,
rebels, 64 seq.; Khusrau Khay
marches against him, 87 seq,,
is defeated and wounded, 70-72,
84, 197.

Ram Deo (Rai of Deogir), 64,

Rayy, 151, 152, 156, 273, 344.

Ram, 47, 148, 156, 158, 162, 231,
249, 262, 273, 344, 386.

Rustam, 284, 387.

Sa‘adi, 43, 445.

Sa‘adi-Waqqas, 286.

Sana’i, 43. '

Sham (Syria), 47, 154, 262, 345, 360,

Shibli, 24.

Shihab (poet of Delhi), 145.

Shibab ‘Arad (‘Arid), 113.

Sikandar (Alexander), 66, 60, 121,
229, 232, 336.

Sipahan (Ispahan), 144.

Sulaimén Shah, plots to kil

‘Ala‘uddin, 236-237.

Tablaghai Yaghda (Amir), 198.

Tabriz, 144.

Ta‘izz (Yaman), 175.

Talpat, 61, 137.

Tahamtan (Rustam), 264, 306.

Tilang (Telingana), 81, 84, 87, 91,
202, 206.

Timur (Ruler of Chanderi), 100.

Tirmidh, 144, 257.

Turkistan, 343.

“Unsuri (the poet), 45.
Uwais (the Sufi), 15, 26.

Yamak, 167.
Yaman, 175.

Zang (Ethiopia), 344, 347, 386.
Zawal (Zabulistan), 387.



INDEX OF NAMES IN THE TEXT

Abt Ma‘shar (Arab astronomer),
167.

Adham (Ibréahim b.), 24.

Ala‘uddin, Mohd. (Sultan): his
generosity, 45-46; puatronage of
Khusrau, 45; 236.

Alburz (Mount.), 60.

Allor (Ellora), 128.

Anakpal (Rai of Delhi), 243.

Anil Mohta (Minister of Tilang),
104, 105, 108, 110,

Arab (Arabia), 151, 152, 175, 176,
ete. '

- Aramkunda (Anum-kunda), 89, 99.

Arangal (Warangal), 80, 84; the
siege of, 87-114, 89, 91, 95, 127,
133, 135, 207.

Arastii (Aristotle), 162, 229.

Arish (a famous bowman), 286.

Arzang, 377.

Baghdad, 143, 178, 229, 345, 391.
Bahman, 284.

Bahram Giir, 239, 241, 269, 270.
Bahriazanagar, 186.

Balinas (Hakim), 229,

Banarsi (Banaras), 167,

Béarbad, 393.

Bastdan (Doogir territory), 128.
Bukhara, 145, 387.

Ru Jahl, 15.

Bu Lahab, 14, 200.

Chin (China), 151, 152, 249, 344,
360.

Darband, 249, 347.

Darwaz, 347.

Deogir, 61, 64, 195, 197, 384.

Devra Mehta (warrior of Arangal),
100.

Dijla (the Tigris), 143.

Dimashq (Damascus), 154.

Falatin (Plato), 230.

Farghana, 394.
Fariduddin (Ganjshakar), 23.

Faridin, 233, 336.
Firdausi, 45.
Firaz Khalji (Sultan), 48.

Ghazi Kamil (Amir of Oudh), 99.
Ghaznin, 55, 271, 344, 353.
Ghar, 353.

Ghita (of Damascus), 154, 1565.
Ghuzz, 353.

Hajiz (al-Hijaz), 394.

Harpéal Dco (of Deogir), 149, his
revolt and defeat, 195 seq., is
taken prisoner and killed, 200-201.

Hari (Herat), 272.

Hilal (poet of Delhi), 145.

‘Iraq, 47, 158, 272.
‘Iragain, 150.
Istakhr, 177.

Jaihan (River), 144.
Jala (town in India), 186.
Jamshid, 227, 319, 336, 345, 446.

Kaid (Kidar, Rai of India), 121.
Kaijkobad (Mu'iztiddin, Sultan), 48.
Kalila Dimno, 169,

Kamra (Kamrup), 192,

Karkh, 239.

Kashmir, 193.

Ehafchaqg, 167.

Khéqani, 45,

Khaté (Cathay), 55, 150, 257, 344,
389.

Khurasan, 144, 148, 151, 162, 158,
159, 271, 344,

Khusrau  Khan, defeats Ragha,
the N&'ib of Ram Deo, 71-72,
besieges  Arangal, 84-114, con-
cludes a peace treaty, 114 seq.,
holds o durbar to display presents
from Arangal, 118-120, returns
to Delhi, 135 seq.

Khutan (Khoten), 148, 249,

Khwaja Haji (‘Arid), 112.






DESCRIPTION OF THE MANUSCRIPTS

|+ Paper :—Thick, glossed and gold-dusted; folios alternately

greenish-blue and buff. Illuminations:—Surroundingblack-and-gold
margin; double, fine lines separating the ‘misra‘s’, also filled with
gold; gold-and-blue 3) _yuon the first folio; rubrios (dudus iyl )

in red and blue. Size :—Writing space, including the surrounding
border—8* x 4” ;. four misrad ‘s (2 couplets) to each line. ~ Writing :—
Beautiful, small nasta‘liq in dark, black ink, 19 lines to each
page. General condition :—Complete (except for s few couplets at
the end), well preserved, with only small lacunae here and there;
61 folios in all, numbered in black ink; margins defective and
mended ; text sound and easily legible. Date and scribe :—Undated,

seribe, fa> 5 W (Swses Oladu supposed to have been written
» about the 11th century A.H. Hafiz Mahmud Sherani Collection,
Punjab University Library.
s : Paper ."—-Mediumly thick, light brown, highly glossed.
Illuminations :—Flowered border and C &y« mostly in gold and

blue, with deep red and white interspersed, on the first 2 pages,
also similar triangular corners on top and centre of the margin.
Fine, black lines (double), filled with gold (faded) on other pages.
Size :—(including the margin) 8” x 4” , the central text of the
Nuh Sipihr being 5” x 3" (including the border), one couplet to
each line and 15 lines to each page. Writing :—Reddish black ink,

small neat nasta‘liq in (u\g Yy ba ), not so beautiful as that of
(1). General remarks :—Incomplete; the ‘Ashiqa on the margin

is also incomplete as many folios are missing. Intelligently written,
very few mistakes; text well preserved and clear; traces of damp
apparent. Folios at the end and in the middle missing. Many
oouplets lost. Date and scribe :—(as given at the conclusion, on the
margin of the ‘Ashiga):

Al e dbedl U Gy G an oS ok
* BUK 5 ol 5 i ! el Bl G Gl o 8l

(Anwarl Bukhari was a scribe of Mir ‘Ali Shir Nawd't.) Professor
Mohd. Shafi's private copy.
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or the increase or decrease of the number of dots on a letter (e.g:
& or o for (g, or 3 for z and vice versa). Such minor

variations, unless t_hey lead to confusion of the text, have not been
noted. Similarly, variations like (ya for QL.:. or cpl for ol

ete., have been omitted from the foot-notes, and I have selected
the reading whioh appeared to me to be most appropriate in a
particular place.

Finally I would like to say a few words about the number of
verses in the Nuh Sipthr. According to Khusrau himself the total
number of couplets in the mathnawi was 4,509, but he does not
say if this includes the abyat-i-silsila as well as the ghazals. The
presumption is that he did include them in that number. The
text as prepared by me has 4,487 couplets. The difference, it will
be noticed, is not large. It is, indeed, improbable that a fuller
text containing the exact number 4,905 could be prepared from the
MSS. now available, as we know that even during the poet’s life.
time complete copies of his works were rare, for he often deplores
the loss suffered by his compositions at the hands of careless scribes.
Even in this mathnawi we come across the following verse:

g & Ol Se0) ,Jﬂ 395 QOlgs ey o

‘I would not mind the theft committed by the demons if collec-
tions of my poetry did not suffer theft (i.e. loss).” This shows
olearly that Khusrau's verses have suffered considerable loss in
transeription even from the time of their composition in spite of
the care with which he collected and numbered them. Keeping
this fact in view the shortage in the present case would appear
to be neither great nor unusual. Moreover there do not appear
to be any marked lacunae in the text as prepared by me, except in}
one or two cases where obviously a couplet or two are missing.

A detailed description of the two manuscripts | and o is

appended herewith.

Lucknow, Moup. WaHID MiRza.
December 9, 1946.
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of the text will fully convince the reader of the truth of this observa-
tion. I had, therefore, to be very oritical in rejecting off-hand any
reading in the manuscript which appeared at first sight to be
corrupt and substituting an apparently correct reading for it given
in either of the other two manuseripts. For the same reason I
have not preferred alternative readings in these two manuscripts
unless they were decidedly superior to those in the first manuseript.
Another point in favour of the Sherani-manuseript is its complete-
ness. There are no doubt a number of couplets which are found

either in « or & and are not present in I, but there are many
more which are found only in |. It seems to me, indeed; that
Iis a copy of a very old and complote manuscript which might

have been contemporary with Khusrau. The fact that this manu-
soript was transeribed in Delhi tends to strengthen this view.

The transcript of the Lytton Library manuscript, which was
lent to me through the courtesy of Nawab Sadr Yar Jang Habi-
burrahman Khan Sherwani, was prepared by Syed Hasan Barni,
a well-known scholar, who also utilized another manuseript, which
he calls the Delhi manuscript, in amending and supplementing
the text. This copy has proved of immense valuo to me, as it is
a complete copy and contains most of the verses found in the Sherani
manuscript. But in this case also, I feel coustrained to remark,
the editor’s zeal to correct the doubtful verses has occasionally
carried him too far. He has made certain alterations for which
there is no justification, and which haye certainly not improved
the toxt. The work of preparing this transeript was undertaken
probably at the time when other works of Khusrau were being
edited and published at Aligarh, and it is very probable that the
Nuk Sipihr was not included among those works as the editors folt
that the text was not quite satisfactory. However, I have
profound admiration for the industry and care which Mr. Barni has
lavished on this copy, and feel grateful to him for having facilitated
my task.

Following the general principle that an editor should avoid,
as far as possible, making any alterations or amendments merely
by conjecture, I have not disturbed the text as found in the three
manuscripts except on very rare occasions, and that also in those
cases only where I had good reason to consider my surmise to be
sound. This does not, of course, apply to such obvious corrections

A wora nannceitated hv amicsinn of dnte ar thair misnlacement.
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(3)‘ A carefully prepared transcript of the Lytton Library
mannscript (Aligarh), indicated as ¢ in the foot-notes.

By a careful comparison of the three manuscripts, I came to the
conclusion that the Sherani manuscript was the most complete, and
therefore I selected it as the primary basis for my text. Unfor-
tunately, however, the manuscript, which is very beautifully
written and in a state of excellent preservation, seems to have
been transcribed by a very ignorant scribe and there are numerous
mistakes in it. In some cases W:’)I'ds have been mutilated beyond
recognition, and so it would have been almost an impossible task
to prepare a satisfactory text based on this manuscript alone.
Most of the corrupt lines, however, could be solved easily enough
with the help of the other two manuscripts both of which have
been written much more carefully, although in spite of my best
efforts, there still remain a few couplets which have defied solution.
Their number, fortunately, is very small, almost negligible in a
work of the size of the Nuh Sipihr and T have indicated them clearly
by question-marks in the text, and have commented upon them in
the notes appended to it. Some of these verses could, no doubt,
be finally solved by reference to other copies of the poem, which
unfortunately are not available in Tndia, and will not be available
even abroad for some time to come. Tt seemed undesirable to
postpone indefinitely the publication of the work just for the sake
of those few doubtful verses, especially as they do not in any way
spoil the artistic or historical value of the poem, and so I have left
them as they arc, without any attempt at effecting unwarranted
alterations and thereby putting into the poet’s mouth words which
he probably never uttered.

T have remarked above that the Sherani manuseript, which is
very corrupt, has apparently been copied by a very ignorant scribe.
Tgnorance, however, can be an asset as well as a drawback in the
case of a scribe, and this is amply proved by a comparison of the
three manuscripts, for althongh there are lines after lines in this
manuscript which are wrongly transeribed, there are others, quite a
large number of them, which have been faithfully copied and which
certainly provide better readings than do their counterparts in
the other two manuseripts. This is only natural, for an intelligent
" geribe is often tempted to alter a word here and a word there in
order to make doubtful passages intelligible to himself, and thereby
to mutilate a perfectly correct feading which he has failed to
understand. A reference to the foot-notes containing the variations



PREFACE

The idea of preparing a critical edition of the Nuh Sipikr was
first suggested to me by Professor Mohd. Shafi, ex-Principal,
Lahore Oriental College, who informed me of the existence at Lahore
of two good manuscript copies of the work, one in his own private
collection and the other in the Punjab University Library (Sherani
sollection). Goaded by my own Reen interest in Khusrau, and being
fully aware of the extreme desirability of publishing all such works
of that great poet as still remain unpublished, I readily
acoepted the kind suggestion, and having acquired the two copies
through the courtesy of the Punjab University Library, set to
work on the poem in the summer of 1944. The result of my labours
is now before the readers, and it is for them to judge how far I
have been successful in my task. I am fully conscious of my
own limitations, and so while welcoming all suggestions for the im-
provement of the text, I shall crave their indulgence for any minor
errors which might have inadvertently crept into the work in spite
of very careful revision and proof-reading.

My grateful thanks are due to the Islamic Research Associa-
tion, Bombay, whose gallant help has enabled me to publish the
work, as well as to my dear and honoured teacher, Professor Mohd.
Shafi, to whom I am indebted for several useful suggestions about
the decipherment of certain doubtful readings. I also feel very
grateful to my friend, Mr. Mohd. Abdul Shahid of Aligarh for
securing for me a valuable copy of the Lytton Library manuscript
of the Nuh Sipihr, and to Hakim Khurshed Hasan Sahib of
" Saharanpur for his kind help in preparing a duplicate copy of the
text. I also must not forget to express my gratitude to my wife,
whose constant care and devotion have been of great help to me in
the accomplishment of my work, and to other relations and friends
who have shown interest in it.

The manuscripts. on which the text of the Mathnawi is based
are as follows:

(1) Hafiz Mahmud Sherani collection, Punjab Library,
indicated as | in the foot-notes,

(2) Professor Mohd. Shafi’s private copy, indicated as

in the foot-notes, and
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