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FOREWORD

This Modi Bakhar was borrowed from the MSS.
collection in the Library of the Osmania University, in
February 1945, when Rao Bahadur G. S. Sardesai was
invited by the Government of Hyderabad for consulta-
tion in regard to the study and publication of the
Marathi documents in the custody of the Daftar-i-
Diwani. On the perusal of the MS,, the Rao Bahadur
came to the conclusion that it was of some historical
importance and its publication would make a useful
addition to the sources of the Deccan History. Since
then the Bakhar has heen studied and transcribed into
the Nagari script by Mr. R. M. Joshi, M.A., Assistant
Director, Daftar-i-Diwani, and is now published with
the kind permission of Nawab Ali Yavar Jang Bahadur,
Vice-Chancellor, Osmania University. This Bakhar was
secured for the University by the late Professor C. N.
Joshi from a Mr. Manik Ganesh Kendrekar of Sanpuri
village in Parbhani district.

The word Bakhar is said to be the metathesis of the
Arabic word ‘khabar’, meaning a document supplying
news or information, but Rajwade has derived it from
the Sanskrit root ‘khya’ to tell, with ‘vi-'asa prefix,
which in Arabic becomes ‘vaqgia’, with Vigai as plural,
meaning accidents, events, happenings. As a general
rule, Bakhar is a chronicle which records events that are
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not necessarily witnessed by the writer himself, but are
based more or less on hearsay. Such a narrative, there-
fore, is not history, but is a sort of ‘“aid-to-memory
written by persons interested in historical subjects.
Historians, therefore, agree on attaching only secondary
importance to such writings as compared with contem-
porary records and documents.

It is difficult to determine the date of this Sanpuri
Bakhar, or to identify its author. However, it is sur-
mised that the MS. was written between 1776 and 1803,
the last year of Nizam Ali Khan’s reign, by some one
who might have been a dependent of the Rai Rayan, or
the Jagirdar of Gangakhed.

The University MS. had seventeen pages missing at
the beginning and a few at the end, which might have
contained the colophon. T'he Tritiya Sammelan Vritt for
1837 Shaka, of the Bharat Itihas Samshodhak Mandal,
Poona, has an article in Marathi by Sardar G. N.
Mujumdar under the caption ‘ New information about
Balaji Vishwanath’, in which the writer says that he
purchased a MS. of this Bakhar from an old book-shop,
some portions of which he has produced in the article,
and stated that he would publish the whole text of the
MS. later. Mr. Mujumdar starts quoting the text with-
out any pagination, and after reproducing some fifty-one
lines, he gives the page number for the first time/as 10,
continuing the sequence correctly till the end of the
19th page where he breaks off. Judging from the size
of the matter reproduced, it is surmised that the earlier
fifty-one lines might have covered about two and a half
pages which must have been either unnumbered or the
‘writer forgot to number them. However, in this MS.
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also some pages in the beginning are missing. Our MS.
agrees with Mujumdar’s reproduction, beginning with
the words R &sW 331 appearing on the page marked
10. Correspondence with Mahamahopadhyaya Potdar
has disclosed the fact that the Bakhar has somehow
been lost to the Mandal, and what now remains of it
is only the matter published in the Vritta. The Mandal
was approached to accord permission to us to reprint
the initial fifty-one lines which the Osmania University
Bakhar does not contain, and which are now incorporated
in this publication by the kind courtesy of the
Mandal.

The narration in the Bakhar commences after the
execution of Sambhaji in 1689, and ends about 1776.
The last historical fact mentioned in the MS. is the des-
patch of the robes of honour and jewellery to the infant
Peshwa, Madhav Rao II, by Nawab Nizam Ali Khan.
As no guess can be hazarded regarding the number of
pages missing at the end, nothing can be said as to how
this chronicle was concluded. The writer uses Fasli era
throughout the Bakhar but some of the dates are obvi-
ously wrong: for instance, the date of the death of Asaf
Jah T is givenas 1152 Fasli on page 62 of the MS., which
should have been 1158 Fasli. Similarly, in one or two
other places, the Bakhar seems to be incorrect. The
style of the narration is rather complex according to the
writing of the period, and in parts, sometimes obscure
and sometimes graphic. On the whole, it throws light
on the secret workings of Balaji Vishwanath in support
of Shahu, which will be of interest to the students of
history, besides the other details which add to the his-
torical knowledge of the period.
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In conclusion, it may be mentioned that all Marathi
historical documents have a preponderance of Persian
phraseology and this Modi Bakhar is no exception to
the general rule.

Daftar-i-Diwani, M. Naseer-ud-Din Khan,
Hyderabad-Deccan, % M.A. (Hons.) (Edin.),
10th October, 1949, Director,



Summary of Contents

...... The Fakir said that the marriage could not take
place owing to their foolishness. All this came to the
knowledge of Balajee Punt, who secured access to the Begum
through the chief lady attendant, whom he won over by a
bribe of a hundred rupees. Before this, the lady-in-waiting
had argued with the Begum that as she desired to marry a
rebel, she had now to lead the life of a widow. Would it not
be better, the attendant continued, if the rebel had any child,
it should be brought up under her own care to break the
monotony of her widowed life? The Begum had said that
little did she know whether he ( Sambhajee) had any issue
and, even if there was any, who would entrust the child to
her? However, Balajee Punt submitted a nazr, of one
thousand rupees to the Begum, who assured Balajee Punt of
the safety of Sambhajee’s child if placed in her care. The
Begum Saheb also said that Balajee Punt himself would be
provided with some employment if the boy were brought to
her from the Deccan.

Balajee Punt, on his return to the Deccan, communicated
the details of his undertaking to the Sardars, and assured
them of the safety and protection promised by the Begum to
Shahu, who was at the time only three and half years old. The
Pratinidhi and the Pingle deliberated over the matter. They
knew that, even as it was, Shahu's life, in the Deccan, was not
safe. They allowed Balajee Punt to conduct Shahu, with a
modest retinue, in a palanquin to Delhi, The boy was presen-
ted to the Begum who at once took to him and made him sit
on her lap. Special arrangements were made by the Begum
for Shahu’s residence, with a separate kitchen,etc.,in the palace
itself. News reached the Emperor, who came in person to the
Begum, and expressed a desire to see her newly adopted son,
now placed under her protection and care. Shahu was presen-
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ted to the Emperor before whom he performed obeisance,
touching the Emperor’s feet, The Emperor was pleased with
the boy and inquired as to how the boy was brought to the
Begum. Balajee Punt was received into audience by the Em-
peror and was congratulated on bringing the boy to the Court.
The Emperor asked Balajee Punt to bring the boy daily to the
royal court, and instructions were issued to the staff-bearers,
and others that Balajee Punt, together with his grandson,
should be allowed free access to the darbar. Shahu used
to attend the darbar every day, approach the Emperor
and mount the throne along with him. Much jewellery and
costly things were presented to Shahu by the Emperor. Bala-
jee Punt began to receive communications from the Pratinidhi
and the Pingle quite openly, Some five or seven years passed
in this way. One day, in the darbar, the Emperor asked
Mansingh, Raja Jadhav of Deulgaon, to give his daughter in
marriage to Shahu. The Jadhav was not agreeable to this
match, and therefore, refused the offer, The Emperor inquired
whether the caste of Shahu was inferior to that of the Jadhav.
The Jadhav admitted that Shahu belonged to his caste but
added that he himself was the Deshmukh and Deshpande of
twenty-seven ‘Chavdis’ in the Suba of Aurangabad, whereas
Shahu had absolutely nothing to lay claim to. On this, the
Emperor conferred upon Shahu the ¢ Sardeshmukhi’, that 1s,
the privilege of receiving 10% of the revenue, and thus raised
him to the status of a Deshmukh of Deshmukhs, a‘ Vatandar
of Vatandars’ and also made him a faujdar. After this,
Ambikabai, the daughter of Jadhav, was given to Shahu in
marriage. The wedding was celebrated with great pomp, the
Emperor spending lavishly on it, The sanad of the ‘ vatan’
was granted to Shahu on the 1st of Rabi-ul-Awwal 1088 Fasli,
and Balajee Vishwanath sent the sanad to the Deccan, but
the Pratinidhi and others could not enforce the imperial
orders. The Emperor, after some six months, inquired
whether the sanad proved effective and fruitful, and whether
they were able to collect the amount of the grant. Upon
learning that it was ineffective, Balajee Vishwanath was order-
ed by the Emperor to take Shahu with himto the Deccan, and
see that it was enforced. The Begum and the Emperor con-
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ferred the insignia of ‘Mahi Maratab’* on him. He was
also supplied with a retinue of one thousand horse and ten
elephants. In the meantime, the Subedar of the Deccan was
changed. Instead of Mohammad Khan, Shaik Hussain was
now in charge. He was asked to help Shahuin enforcing
the grant, and to take him to his mother. Balajee
Vishwanath was instructed to report to the Emperor if any
hitch occurred in the enforcement of the grant or any loss was
sustained which would be made good by the Emperor. Shahu
went to the Deccan, met his mother and enforced his grant in
the Suba of Aurangabad. Balajee Vishwanath journeyed to
Delhi to report this matter to the Emperor, After this,
Balajee managed Shahu’s affairs and went to Aurangabad occa-
sionally. In 1092, the Emperor Aurangzeb died,and Moham-
mad Shah ascended the throne. The Pratinidhi died in 1093,
and Sripat Rao Pratinidhi and Balajee Vishwanath began to
manage the affairs of Shahu.

Sripat Rao Pratinidhi led campaigns into the Carnatak,
and recaptured a region in Bijapur Division, yielding a revenue
of about two lakhs. Gumastas were appointed in every
Mahal of the Aurangabad Suba. At the time, Shahu was
reaching manhood, Balajee Vishwanath worked on behalf of
the Pingle, the Peshwa, who had become a very old man.
Shahu wanted to invest Balajee Vishwanath with the Peshwa-
ship but he refused to accept it as long as the Pingle was alive.
He died in 1102 Fasli, when Balajee was raised to the Pesh-
waship, Sripat Rao Pratinidhi was ordered to train Baji Rao,
the son of Balajee, under him and allow him the experience
of hardihood in campaigns. Balajee had appointed Janardan
Punt Bhanu as his Vakil at Delhi and Anand Rao Sumant was
posted with the Sayyed at Aurangabad. Shahu granted jagurs
to Sripat Rao Pratinidhi, Balajee Vishwanath, Anand Rao
Dabhade Senapati, Yadav Rao Laxman Sachiv, Anand Rao

* The highest honour that the Mughals conferred, as a rule, on the
princes under them. It was first instituted in Persia by Khosru Purvez and
Nuh Saman1 and entitled the grantee to the use of the insignia of the

Qolden Fish, the moon and che lion’s face.
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Sumant, the Amatya, the Pandit Rao, the Mantri and the
Chief Justice.

Purandare was first enjoying a jagir of seven lakhs when
Balajee took charge of the administration; this jagir was
transferred to Sakharam Bhagwant. In 1207 Fasli, the
Subedari of the Deccan was entrusted to Asaf Jah I who
found the Deccan very much desolated. He invited Balajee
Vishwanath to ameliorate the conditions prevailing there by
establishing peace and order. The Asaf Jah said that a
standing Maratha force of fifty thousand might remain with
him, but the Marathas should not impose exactions on the
Mughal territory. The Asaf Jah desired that Balaji Vishwanath
should go to Delhi along with him, and there, he should
secure the sanads of the Chouth and Sardeshmukhi of the
s1x Subas of the Deccan, Balajee said that he would have to
seek the advice of Shahu before he could start for Delhi,but in
the meantime, the Asaf Jah should persuade the Emperor to
grant the sanad. The Asaf Jah went to Delh: and explained
the condition of the affairsin the Deccan; how the land was
leased and left uncultivated, and how the Marathas harassed
the people. He further argued that if the Marathas were won
over for joint administration the whole region would be
cultivated and become prosperous, and they could always
keep an army of fifty thousand at their disposal. When
Mohammad Shah was convinced of this, he wrote to Shahu
saying that either he should come to Delhi in person or send
Balajee Vishwanath and receive the sanad of the Chauth of
the Deccan, Balajee Vishwanath went to Delhi, accepted the
condition of maintaining a subsidiary army of fifty thousand
strong, and was granted the sanad 1n the name of Shahu on
the 15th of Jamadi-ul-awwal, 1113 Fasli, He placed Baji Rao,
with an army of sixty thousand strong at the disposal of the
Asaf Jah, and quelled the rebellions in the Berars. Good
government was established even in Hyderabad, but the
Marathas were not benefited in any way. Anand Rao Sumant,
on behalf of the Marathas, pleaded with the Asaf Jah, but be
evaded the matter. Baji Rao thenspoke to the Asaf Jah that
notwithstanding his attendance upon the Nizam with a
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subsidiary force ‘of fifty thousand for the last five years, the
Marathas could derive absolutely no advantage; on the
contrary, he had been put to extraordinary expenditure in this
way. The Asaf Jah said that the grant of the Chauth was
secured by him for the Marathas from the Emperor and he
could do no more. Of course, there was the question of Sardesh-
mukhi which could be settled in due course. This answer
incensed Baji Rao who was incapable of patience owing to his
youth Baji Rao was, consequently, determined to start hosti-
lities, and looted the party carrying the Asaf Jah's treasure,
A series of engagements took place. Baji Rao, pursued by
the Asaf Jah, began to move from place to place. They went
round Bidar and Hyderabad five or six times. The Marathas
began snatching away parts of the Aurangabad Suba. The Asaf
Jah complained of this aggression to the Emperor at Delhi.
The Emperor wrote to Shahu and Balajee Vishwanath ordering
them to present themselves at Delhi, but they did not comply.
It was alleged by some people that they did go to Delhi but
fled from there after offering personal securities, because the
Emperor was very much displeased with them. Lacer,
the Maratha envoy at Delhi, Janardanpant Bhanu, was
murdered at Delhi., When the senapati (Commander-in-
Chief) had gone on an aggressive campaign into Khandesh,
he had with him the Scindia, the Holkar, the Gaikwar and the
Bhonsle. The Maratha Sardars captured this region and
advanced into the North. They fought a battle with Sawai
Jai Singh but were defeated and reduced toa very miserable
condition. Baji Rao began, 1n retaliation, to harass the Asaf
Jah who concluded a treaty with him in 1121 Fasli,

Baji Rao conquered large territories in the North and
defeated Sawai Jai Singh, He appointed the Scindia and the
Holkar to look after this region. Gaikwad was placed in
Gujrat, Mohammad* Shah died in the early part of 1124
Fasli. Alamgir II ascended the throne. Yado Rao was
appointed as the Maratha envoy at Delhi after Bhanu*. Baji
Rao returned to Satara by the end of 1124 Fasli,

* The father of Nana Phadnavis.
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In 1125 Fasli, Baji Rao conquered a large territory in the
neighbourhood of Mahur, which was under the Asaf Jab.
Fateh Khan was sent as the Subedar of the Deccan to super-
sede the Asaf Jah but the Asaf Jah, with the help of Baji Rao,
routed him near Pandur Parbhani.

On the death of Balajee Vishwanath, Baji Rao became the
Peshwa. He established his rule in the Konkan and proceeded

into the Carnatak,

In 1127 Fasli, Baji Rao conquered a region from Satwajee
Ghorapade in the Carnatak and retained a portion of 1t for his
own maintenance.

In 1128 Fasli, Baji Rao secured another region from the
Berads of Surapur in the Carnatak.

In 1130 Fasli, Baji Rao and the Gaikwad conquered a large
territory in Gujrat; Ahmedabad:and the neighbouring region,
he kept for himself and gave the rest to the Gaikwad, entrust-
ing him with its administration, He returned home by the
end of 1131 Fasli,

In 1132 Fasli, Raji Rao and Raghunath Rao invaded the
Gondavan, where a large region was captured, and the Bhonsle
was established as its chief.

In 1133 Fasli, Alamgir II diAed, and Shah Alam became the
Emperor.

In 1134 Fasli, expeditions were led into the Carnatak and
tributes were collected from various states.

In 1135 Fasli, Baji Rao collected tributes from various
states 1n the North, and after conquering the region near
Eundelkhand, returned home in 1137 Fasli.

In 1138 Fasli, Baji Rao was defeated by the Prince of
Gadbhamandala and, although as a rule, he did not sustain
defeats, this was an exception. He returned with a force of ten
thousand, a poor remnant of what he had taken with him.
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In 1140 Fasli, Baji Rao secured another region in the
Carnatak.

In 1142 Fasli, Baji Rao thought of wreaking his vengeance
upon the Prince of Gadhamandala. He conquered a region
near Delhi. Hingne, the priest of Nasik, was appointed as his
envoy at Delhi. Before he could take his revenge on Gadha-
mandala, Baji Rao fell ill and returned home.

In 1145 Fasli, Baji Rao died on bis way home, Shahu was
very much grieved. Balajee Baji Rao was miade the Peshwa.
The Asaf Jah appropriated a region, yielding a revenue of
sixty-five lacs.

In 1148 Fasli, Chimajee Appa,* with Nana Saheb, 1 who
was rather young at the time, fought a battle with the Nizam
and acquired a region, yielding 65 lacs, in the Telangana.
Instead of Anand Rao Sumant, Parsuram Mahadeo was
appointed as a Maratha representative with the Asaf Jah,

In 1149 Fasli, Chimajee Appa died.
In 1152 Fasli, Asaf Jah I died.
In 1153 Fasli, Sripat Rao Pratinidhi died.

In 1159 Fasli, Nasir Jang went to Pondichery. The Bhonsle
and the Gaikwad were raised to the status of Sardars. Shahu
died in the same year without an issue, Before his death, he
gave his kingdom to Balajee Baji Rao as a gift, and asked him
to install some scion of his own family as a king, if he deemed
it advisable.

Rama Raja being an adopted prince was installed on the
throne by Nana Saheb,

In 1160 Fasli, Ram Raja and Bhau Saheb went to Singola
and seized the person of Yemajeepunt Anna and imprisoned
him in the fort of Manai.

* Younger brother of Baji Rao I,
+ Balajee Baji Rao, the third Peshwa.
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Bhau Saheb and Nana Saheb quelled the disturbance
of Senapati Dabhade, It was owing to Senapati Dabhade
that the practice of paying the Dakshina, in the month of
Shrawan, to Brahmins was established.

The Peshwa came to Aurangabad and collected a tribute
of seventeen lakhs from there. He then advanced on Hyder-
abad and collected another tribute of seventeen lakhs from
there.

Tara Bai imprisoned Ram Raja by treachery.

Damajee Gaikwad was going to Satara with his army,
when Balajee Baji Rao attacked him on the way, and both
retreated to Satara, fighting all the way.

Nana Saheb returned to Satara, fought with Damajee
Gaikwad and seized his person, )

Nasir Jang died at Pondichery in a battle. Mohiuddin
Khanalso died. Ramdaspunt went to Hyderabad with Basalat
Jang, Salabat Jang, Nizam Ali Khan and Moghul Ali Khan,

Nana Saheb posted Nana Purandare at Satara as his agent,
and went to Poona.

In 1161 Fasli, Ramdaspunt started hostilities by advancing
on Poona with a large army., The Peshwa also advanced,
The two met on the river Ghodnadi, On the day of the
eclipse, Muzaffar Jang suddenly attacked the Peshwa at night.
The Peshwa was confounded. He again collected his forces
and gave a battle at Koregaon, When the Nawab was return-
ing to Hyderabad, a treaty was concluded at Bhalki., The
fort of Trimbak was taken ( by the Marathas ). Ramdaspunt
was killed,

In 1162 Fasli, Nana Saheb proceeded to the bank of the
Krishna and sent Mahadeo Baba to Bidnur, and himself
repaired to Trimbak,
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In 1163 Fasli, the Peshwa advanced upon Savanur,
Salabat Jang also reached Savanur with Parasuram Mahadeo
and a battle took place between them. On one side, there
were the Pathan chief of Savanur, Abdul Majeed Khan, and
Murar Rao Ghorapade, and on the other Salabat Jang and the
Peshwa. Savanur was captured, and a region yielding a reve-
nue of eleven lakhs was annexed. The partition of the Nizam's
kingdom took place in the following way: the sovereignty of
the kingdom rested with Salabat Jang, Adoni and Raichur
were given to Basalat Jang, the Suba of Berar was given to
Nizam Ali Khan and Bijapur to Moghul Ali Khan.

In 1164 Fasli, Parasuram Mahadeo’s house was looted, and
he was taken priscner. Dhondo Ram, his assistant, was made
his Vakil.

The Peshwa went on a campaign towards Seringapatam
and collected tributes from various states.

In 1165 Fasli, Haidar Jang began hostilities and advanced
from Hyderabad. The Peshwa advanced from Poona to meet
him, The battle took place near Tandulja. A treaty was
concluded through Dhondo Ram, and Babujee Naik appointed
Krishna Rao Ballal as the Vakil with the Nizam, The Peshwa
was proceeding to the North but returned home from
Chivta. Bhau Saheb and Vishwas Rao went to the North,

* Tn 1266 Fasli, Bhau Saheb and Vishwas Rao went ta
Delhi, despoiled the throne, and proceeded to Panipat.

Najeeb Khan was managing the affairs of Shah Alam at
Delhi.

Haidar Naik was an ordinary naik, but owing to his
cleverness, he was entrusted with more and more responsible
work, Fortune favoured him. There was a fort placed under
his command, He had strengthened the fort and invited the
King and the Diwan to inspect it. On their entrance into
rt, both were imprisoned and Haidar began to rule.

* The mapuserips bas 1166 Fasll, which 18 obviously erroneous, .

2
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Ahmadnagar was under Qavi Jang, while the neighbour.
ing area was under the Peshwa, The fort was seized by th¢
Peshwa. Qavi Jang was given a Zat Jagir of twenty thousand
including Hinvli, etc. The fort was entrusted to Narob:
Bajee. In 1167 Fasli, when Vishwas Rao and Bhau Sahet
marched upon Panipat, the Gilchis came upon them, The
Marathas had entrenched themselves disregarding the advice
of Malharjee Holkar, who had suggested that guerilla tactic:
should be adopted. The Gilchis suffered much. The fight
continued for five or six months, Malhar Rao proved ¢
traitor. He deserted Bhau Saheb and stood aloof at a distance
of ten kos. With the Holkar many others also began to leave
the camp. The Holkar sent a hint to the Gilchis that it wa:
an opportune time for them to attack the Marathas, anc
attempt to cut off their supplies. Govind Bhagwant wa:
bringing some supplies and he was attacked and th«
supplies were looted by the Gilchis, Govind Bhagwan
died in the conflict. This depressed Bhau Saheb vers
much. The Maratha ‘camp was besieged by the Gilchis. It
one of their attacks, Vishwas Rao fell dead hit by a bullet, Ot
this, Bhau Saheb descended from the amari and rode on :
horse, When both the generals were not seen on their respec
tive elephants by their armies, the men lost heart. Th
Gilchis redoubled their attack, and the trenches were fille
with the dead bodies. About two and a half lakhs of men wer
mowed down. Bhau Saheb, the Scindia and the Holkar an
some other dignitaries were all routed, The remaining fex
of the maimed and the disabled returned to the Deccan wit'
Nana Purandare, Nana Phadnavis and Parwati Bai.

In 1268 Fasli, the heart-rending end of Bhau Saheb an
Vishwas Rao grieved Nana Saheb so much that he fe.
seriously ill and passed away in a few days.

Madhav Rao ascended the Gadi.

. Haidar Jang, the Diwan of the Nawab, appropriate
territory worth sixty-five lakhs.
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Raghojee Bhonsle wrote to Dada Saheb that the Prince of
Gadhamandala had become very insolent and aggressive, and
was levying tributes on the Maratha region. He requested
Dada Saheb to go to the North, and subdue him once for all.

Haidar Jang had a grudge against Nizam Ali Khan. He
knew full well that of the four brothers he alone was the
most capable ; hence he desired to undermine him. With this
end in view, he recalled Nizam Ali Khan from Alajapur* to
render his accounts, Nizam Ali Khan was hesitating to answer
the summons, As Haidar Jang was all-in-all with the Subedar,
Nizam Ali Khan found himself in a fix., Vithal Sundar, who
worked under Qavi Jang and who had attracted the attention
of the Nawab at Tandulja, was picked up by him as a useful
person, Nizam Ali Khan ventilated his grievance before
Vithal Sundar that, although the Subedar was camping at
Aurangabad, he was not allowed to visit the subehdar for
over a year. Vithal Sundar advised that the Nawab should
dissemble, accepting in humility all the conditions of Haidar
Jang, and effect his escape from Haidar Jang's clutches first,
Nizam Ali Khan was reluctant even to pretend submission to
Haidar Jang., He preferred death to such submission. Vithal
Sundar suggested that it would be better to discuss this matter
w:th other Sardars, like Madhav Rao and Nimbalkar. Janojee
Nimbalkar asked Nizam Ali Khan not to lose heart over the
matter, and maintain extreme secrecy about his plans. Nim-
balkar had a few supporters in Bidkar Nimbalkar, Salage,
Pandhare and some Musiims, whom he made swear allegiance
to Nizam Ali Khan. He wanted to include Jadho Rao also as
an accomplice in the plot, but they had to be cautious as
Jadho Rao was a friend of Haidar Jang. Vithal Sundar threw
some feelers to gauge the mind of Jadho Rao, who gave evasive
answers. Further attempts to win over Jadho Rao were given
up. Janojee and Vithal Sundar plotted that the Nawab and
Haidar Jang should be invited to a banquet at Nizam Ali
Khan'scamp and irrespective of the consequences, Haidar Jang
should be taken a prisoner there, From time to time, Nizam
Ali Khan was informed by Vithal Sundar regarding the deve-

* Ellichpur.
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lopments of the'conspiracy. Haidar Jang had scent of the
plot. He told the Nawab that his younger brother was
intending to take him prisoner, and that he was displaying
a decided change towards impudence in his behaviour.
The Nawab said that Nizam Ali Khan should be recalled to
court, where he would also be present and see that Nizam Ali
Khan was for the time being set at ease. Haidar Jang wasover-
joyed at this for he knew that this would easily afford him a
chance of putting Nizam Ali Khan under restraint. One day, the
Nawab was yet to arrive inthe darbar and Haidar Jang was
awaiting his arrival when Vithal Sundar and Nizam Ali
Khan also went to the Court, Haidar Jang began to talk to
Nizam Ali Khan regarding the settlement of his accounts
The conversation begun sedately became heated. Nizam
Ali Khan showed great resentment. All of a sudden,
Vithal Sundar lifted the sword lying in front of Haidar Jang
and nudged Nizam Ali Khan with his knee, Nizam Ali Khan
drew his pesh-gabz and wounded Haidar Jang, while Vithal
Sundar with two sword thrusts- despatched Haidar Jang.
Nizam Ali Khan and Vithal Sundar tore the sides of
the tent, and rode off with the intention of going to
their own residences. Janojee Nimbalkar met them on ‘the
way, and told them not to lose such a chance by running away
from the scene. The Nawab was seized. His tent was pitched
on the Kala-Chabutra outside the town. A great confusion
arose in which much property and many lives were lost.
Nizam Ali Khan was proclaimed Subedar of the Deccan and
Salabat Jang and Moghul Ali Khan were placed under res-
traint. The insignia of the mahi maratab was conferred on
Janojee Nimbalkar, and Vithal Sundar was raised to the
dignity of the Chief Minister, with the title of Pratapwant.

From the time of the battle of Panipat, the relations
between the Peshwa and Malhar Rao Holkar had become
embittered, but in 1169 Fasli, through the intercession of the
Gaikwar, amity was established between them at Trimbak.

Since there were no male heirs to the estate of the
Scindia, only the ladies like Sakubai, Bhagirathibai and
Sagunabai, assisted by Ramachandra Baba Shenwai, managed
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all the civil and military affairs. Raghunath Rao Dada desired
that one of the ladies should adopt a son. But Nana made
Mahadajee Scindia the chief administrator of the estate and
this strengthened the good relations between them.

As Ramchandra Rao Jadho Rao did not join the conspiracy
of Vithal Sundar during the Haidar Jang incident, Janojee
Nimbalkar wanted to take revenge on him. He, therefore,
fought with him, and confiscated his jagirs, leaving him only
a zat jagir of three lakhs.

Dada Saheb, the Scindia, the Holkar and the Gaikwar had
advanced into Bengal with Raghojee Bhonsle. They captured
some territory there and handed it over to the Bhonsle, All
these generals proceeded against Gadhamandala and had the
Prince well-punished, Raghojee had already under him‘a region
yielding a revenue of one crore, but now other regions were
added to it yielding half a crore more. Raghojee passed away
during this year, and Mudhojee was made the chief of the
Bhonsla estate.

Dada Saheb, while returning to the Deccan, wrote to
Dhondo Ram from Nagpur that Haidar Naik had appropria-
ted a region worth 65 lakhs belonging to the Marathas, and
therefore it should be returned to its rightful owners, Vithal
Sundar answered that this injustice had been done during the
regime of Haidar Jang, and although he himself was not res-
ponsible for it, yet, he would endeavour to return it to the
Marathas in due course. Raghunath Rao was camping at
Mahur expecting his reply, and in case of failure he was bent
on giving battle.

In 1170 Fasli, Haidar Naik abolished all zamindaris ir
the Carnatak and promised to pay in aggregate a lakh of
rupees.

Anwaruddin Khan, the Subedar of Arcot, lived at
Chinnapatan, and owed allegiance to the Subedar of the
Deccan, But his son, Mohummad Ali, defied the Nizam
and began to rule independently, His relations with the
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French were very unfriendly. He sent Saiyyed Jabbar Khan
and Santak Rai to Calcutta, and agreed through them to pay
two lakhs annually and secure two English battalions for his
safety and protection. The English could secure a good foor-
ing in South India by this, They had obtained Bombay from
the Abyssinians very tactfully, They once gave a banquet
to an Abyssinian general, who was going on a pilgrimage
to Mecca, and gave him many presents also. After this
the English informed the general that they would fetch the
most wonderful things from China, but they bhad no place to
store their merchandise and therefors asked that the island
of Bombay be assigned to them. Thisis how Bombay came
1nto their possession,

In 1171 Fasli, Dhondo Ram was being repeatedly written
to for inviting Vithal Sundar’s attention to the return of the
territory worth 65 lakhs. But Vithal Sundar was playing the
game of procrastination. Raghojee Bhonsle’s affluence was
proverbial, Dada Saheb demanded a loan of a crore of rupees
from him. The Bhonsle went to the Nawab. Janojee (Bhonsle)
persuaded Mudhojee Bhonsle, under instructions from the
Nawab, to refuse the payment of the loan, and to invest the
same amount in recruiting soldiers, and with the Nizam as
ally, attack Poona instead. Vithal Sundar had been maturing
these plans in his mind for a long time. Nizam Ali Khan was
very hopeful because his conspiracy to get rid of Haidar Jang
had already proved :successful. Vithal Sundar gave an
arrogant reply to Dhondo Ram saying, *“ If territory worth
sixty-five lakhs had been annexed by us it was not to be
returned at all, You may give us an ultimatum of war, but take
note that we too are not unprepared for it”. Dhondo Ram
was not an envoy of a weakling. He gave fearless retorts and
reported the matter to Dada Saheb who wasenraged at the
turn of events. He ordered preparations for war and wrote to
the Holkar, the Scindia and the Gaikwar, but went in person
to the Bhonsla but the Bhonsla completely evaded the issue,

In 1172 Fasli, the Nawab started on an expedition to
Poona. The Marathas also advanced and opposed him at
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Ghorapwadi. Nizam Ali Khanrushed into Poona, set fire to
houses, and collected much loot, He then proceeded to
Nasik which was also laid waste. He then attacked Kaigaon
and Toke, The Peshwa left Dhond and advanced upon
Aurangabad and forced Qasim (sic), the Subedar, to pay a
tribute of twelve lakhs of rupees. The Peshwa then advanced
on Hyderabad, where he learnt that Vithal Sundar was
causing havoc by sword and fire at Poona. Malhar Rao
Holkar said that if Hyderabad were to be treated in the same
way it would be only the poor who would be bereaved and
put to loss, Then Raghunath Rao thought of waging a war,
but Malhar Rao Holkar again said that even that would cause
loss of life. Moreover, friendship and amicable relations
had been promised by the Nizam and the Peshwa so often
that they should safeguard life and property on both sides
and see that Vithal Sundar alone was punished, as he alone
was the mischief-maker. The Holkar further stated that, at
Bhalki, a vakil of his had met Murad Khan, and told him
that five lakhs would be offered for the head of Vithal Sundar.
Murad Khan was prepared to accede to this proposal, as he
had promised to desert at the first opportunity, if the
Marathas contemplated a battle. The Nawab was bent on
returning ; he had already crossed: the Godavari at Toke and
come to Rakshasbhuvan. Vithal Sundar was with him all
along, The Bhonsle also was accompanying him as an ally.
The Peshwa marched from Tuljapur to the Dhondi river and
at once began his attack, The Bhonsle had gone beyond the
river immediately after the arrival of the Peshwa. It was the
middle of the rainy season. The battle continued for three
days. The third day was the fiercest. Dada Saheb’s elephant
was surrounded by the Moghul forces but Ranojee Ghadge
endeavoured to cut down the Moghul soldiers, and the
Harkare put the guns that were on the backs of the camels
into action. Then the surrounding mass of soldiers melted
away. The elephant on which Vithal Sundar bad mounted
was defended by the men of Murad Khan. Those men, under
instructions from Murad Khan, went to Vithal Sundar and
said that the elephant of the Maratha leader was hemmed in
on all sides by their men and if a well-directed attack was
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made now, it would be easy to bring him down.’ Raja
Vinayakdas, the nephew of Vithal Sundar was leading the
Pathans against the Scindia. A tumultuous battle took place.
Three generals of the Scindia and about ten or twelve hundred
horsemen lost their lives, Many Pathans were also mowed
down. Vinayakdas's head was cut off. Later, Vithal Sundar
also was shot dead. The sudden death of the two generals
«caused a great confusion. The lot of the Moghals was very
miserable. The river was in spate and the Moghal army
could not recede, and had to suffer heavily in the Maratha
attacks. The Jagirdar of Ashti helped Nizam Ali Khan to
cross the river with two hundred horsemen. A few of the
Holkar's men also had crossed the river. They could, if they
wanted, impede the departure of the Nizam, but they put him
under obligation by allowing him to go unopposed. When
the battle resulted unfavourably for the NizZam, the Bhonsl2
packed off to Nagpur, Brave soldiers, with a view to escape
dashed into the Ganges, irrespective of the consequences, and
of them about ten to twenty thousand were drowned. Those
that hesitated to take the plunge into the Ganges were cut off
by the Marathas., Immense booty fell to the Marathas.
Murad Khan was allowed by the Holkar to go to Aurangabad
without any material loss to himself. A few of the Moghal
soldiers and horsemen who survived went to Aurangabad.
The Nizam was completely routed. He proceeded to
Aurangabad, and concluded a treaty with the Marathas
through Krishna'Rao Ballal, by which he returned the territory
worth 65 lakhs to the Marathas, The Nawab negotiated
through Krishna Rao saying that the Peshwa and the Nizam
were like brothers. Misunderstanding and hostility were
created by Vithal Sundar, and he had forfeited his life. Hencz
he wished that the old relations should again be established.
Jagirs worth ten lakhs were given by Nizam Ali Khan. Krishna
Rao was given the jagir of Ganeri. Malhar Rao Holkar
had also to be recompensed. Thus the sanad of Ambad
was given to Ahalyabai for choli. From this time, an envoy
of the Holkars was entertained at Hyderabad. Thus ended
the battle of Rakshasbhuvan successfully for the Marathas.
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In 1173 Fasli, Madhav Rao began to discharge the duties
of the Peshwa independently. Dada Saheb’s expert advice was
sought on occasions.

The Holkar and the Prince of Bundel* wrote to the Peshwa
that Najeeb Khan had become all-in-all with the Emperor
Shah Alam, and had dissuaded the princes in the North from
paying tributes to the Marathas ; therefore it was better if
the Peshwa came in person to the North and forced him to
revise his attitude towards the Marathas,

In 1174 Fasli Ramchandra Ganesh Karbhari and Visaji
Krishna ( Biniwale ) were sent to the North with a force of
forty thousand to press the Maratha claims against various
princes. Dada Saheb's intention was to send Trimbak Rao
Mama on the expedition. A clash took place between
Ramchandra Ganesh and Visajee Krishna. Visajee Krishna
led the campaign alone. The Scindia, the Holkar and
( Gangadhar ) Govind Punt Bundele joined him later.

In 1175 Fasli, Haidar Naik was not paying his tribute
regularly ; hence the Peshwa Madav Rao made prepara-
tions for an attack. The Naik also advanced to oppose him,
A Dbattle took place in which Haider had to sustain severe
losses. About two thousand horses were drowned in the
Tungabhadra. As a result of this, battle tributes were secured
and a territory worth nine lakhs was annexed. Other smaller
states were also forced to pay their dues.

A must elephant, out of the control of its mahout,
made an attack upon Madhav Rao who was sitting at the
time near the foot of the Purwati Hill, The Peshwa, although
advised to leave the place, stood his ground. Appajee Rao
Patankar and Khande Rao Kharekar, realizing the danger the
Peshwa was in, threw themselves between the Peshwa and the
elephant and asked the mahout to throw a shawl over the
head of the animal and thrust the goad into its mouth. This

* Gangadhar Govmd Bundele and not Govmd Punt Bundele as men-
tioned in the manuscript.
3
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presence of mind avoided any mishap. At this, the Peshwa
was very pleased with Appajee Rao Patankar, whom he gave
a jagwr and raised him to the rank of nobility. Khande Rao
was also raised in the army to a higher rank and was given a
zari patka while Boa, the 'mahkout, was appointed as an
officer in the cavalry.

In 1176 Fasli, against the advice of Madhav Rao, who
desired Raghunath Rao Dada to adopt Narayan Rao as his
heir, Dada Saheb adopted Amrit Rao, the son of his brother-
in-law  With this the seeds of dissension were sown between
them.

After receiving the report of the demise of Malharjee
Holkar, the Peshwa ordered Tukoji to take charge of the
affairs of the Subedari.

In 1177 Fasli, the Bhonsle brothers, Mudhoji, Sabajee, Jano-
jeeand Bimbajee had proved themselves traitors to the cause of
the Marathas by joining Nizam Ali Khan in the battle of Rak-
shasbhuvan; hence to settle this matter, the Peshwa proceeded
to Amaravatiand the Bhonsle promised to meet him there, He
also promised to pay a crore of rupees to the Peshwa, but
actually he went towards Nagpur, as owing to some after-
thought, he changed his mind. The Peshwa began to pursue
him from place to place for about a month, but could not
seize his person, However, a treaty was concluded in which
the Bhonsle gave a crore of rupees in cash, promised to pay a
tribute of fifteen lakhs annually, and place an army of five
thousand at the disposal of the Peshwa.

In 1178 Fasli, the pretender Bhau Saheb and his
karabhari Jyotipant were both seized and imprisoned in a
fort where they died. In a hunting .expedition, Narayan Rao
was accidentally hit by a stray bullet. On suspicion, the
Pathans of the place, who were very respectable people, were
looted by the Marathas, without the knowledge of Madhav
Rao I, who dealt very severely with the culprits, and saw that
everything looted was restored to the rightful owners.
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Visajee Pant Biniwale who had conducted the expedition to.
the North fought with Najeeb Khan who had !deprived the
Emperor Shah Alam of his freedom. In the battle near
Patherbunda, Najeeb Khan and his elder son Kalekhan were
killed. His younger son, Akhtar Khan, and Kalekhan's son
Ghulam Qadar Khan, had both disappeared. Visajee Pant then
made the position of the Emperor quite secure on the throne,
and collected the arrears of tributes, etc., from various states.
When he returned home to the Deccan, he was given the
Taluga of Rakshasbhuvan as zat jagir. A new locality
called Narayan Peth was created in Poona.

In 1179 Fasli, Rukn-ud-Daula, the minister of Nizam Ali
Khan, and Dhondo Ram Vakil who had gone to Poona,
returned after completing their deliberations and interviews.

Mobammad Ali Khan alias Wala Jah had agreed on a
subsidy for two battalions of the English but the payment
for them had not been made, and the arrears had accumu-
lated to about forty to fifty lakhs., Consequently, in lieu of
the payment, Wala Jah had to part with large tracts
of his land to the English who promised to pay three lakhs of
rupees per month to him for his expenses.

In 1180 Fasli, Madhav Rao had been on a pilgrimage to
Mallikarjuna. He collected tributes from that area, and also
redressed the complaints presented to him by the dancing
girls there.

In 1181 and 1182 Fasli, Madhav Rao I told Narayan Rao
that Raghunath Rao would not allow him to rule securely
unless he was persuaded to go to the North on expeditions.

The debt accruing from the regime of Nana Saheb and
Bhau Saheb was to be paid; hence Madhav Rao gave
promissory notes of two crores and eighty five lakhs
to the bankers.

The total revenue of the State, including the incomes of
the Scindia, the Holkar and the Bhonsla, was calculated at
thirteen or fourteen crores,
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Madhav Rao died. His wife Ramabai offered herself as
sati. Narayan Rao became the Peshwa.

In 1183 Fasli, Narayan Rao Peshwa was murdered by the
gardis, Raghunath Rao was placed under such restraints
that he was practically a prisoner. Provisions £dr his expen-
diture were reduced. He was not allowed to see anybody
freely nor was anybody else allowed to see him. Sakharam
Bhagawant’s advice in the matter was also neglected by
Narayan Rao. Sumer Singh, one of the chiefs of the gardis
was asked to * seize " Narayan Rao by force. Anandi Bai, the
wife of Raghunath Rao, caused a change in the wording from
“seized * to ‘ killed ’, through her adopted son, Amrit Rao. All
had been away from the palace under some pretext or the
other. When the gardis began to crowd into the palace
Hari Ballal asked Narayan Rao whether the roll-call of the
gardis was going to be taken. He learnt that there were
no instructions regarding this issued by him. Haripunt dis-
appeared from the scene. Gangabai, the wife of Narayan Rao
had been invited to a dinner at Sathe's. Chapajee Tilekar,
the most trusted attendant of Narayan Rao, asked his master
to run to the residence of Nana by a secret door. Tulya
Pawar, another attendant, was bought over by the conspi-
rators. Narayan Rao did not like the advice of Chapajee
Tilekar, and dragged by the hand of Death, as it were, he
moved towards Raghunath Rao’s apartments. Raghunath Rao
had come out of his chamber. Narayan Rao rushed to his uncle
and held on to him by the waist, crying for protection. Sumer
Singh ran after him. Raghunath Rao said something to ward

. off Sumer Sing, but he completely disregarded him. Narayan
Rao was pulled by the leg but Chapajee covered him with his
body. Sumer Singh flourished his sword and cut both of them
downto pieces. This tragic news spread at once and there
was nothing but confusion everywhere. Jayavant Rao Nana
conducted Gangabai from Sathe's residence to his own house.
Trimbak Rao Mama ordered the cannons to be dragged out
and set'at ready. Sakharam Bapu, Moroba Dada and Nana
Phadnis assembled together to inquire what the matter was_
Bapu said he did not know with whose consultation the plot
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of seizing Narayan Rao was hatched. He appeared very grief-
stricken and began to shed tears. Nana said that he knew
full well that Bapu alone was responsible for this outrage.
An attendant was dispatched into the palace to find out the
real details of what had happened. The messenger brought
the news that Narayan Rao had been murdered. This news
scunned Sakharam Bapu and cast a cloud of grief on every one,
Nana convinced Bapu by producing evidence that Bapu was
one of the men in the plot. Bapu was put to shame and con-
fessed his guilt. Securing sanction from Raghunath Rao, who
also was shocked to see how events had taken such an unex-
pected turn, the dead body of Narayan Rao was consigned to
flames. Next day, Nana and Bapu met together and found
that Gangabai was safe and that she was enceinte. They
swore allegiance to her. Nana warned Bapu to be true to his
word. Raghunath Rao came to know that no one had come
to attend the Court. He sent for Bapu and Moroba Dada and
expressed bitter regret for the unanticipated _turn of events
and desired that things should run smoothly. Nana Phadnis
also was called but he sent word that as Moroba Dada was
there, his own presence was not particularly necessary.
Trimbak Rao Mama was instructed by Nana to conduct
Gangabai to the fort of Purandar and to look after her safety.
Trimbak Rao had a force of twenty-five thousand under him.
Bapu had given his consent for this arrangement, Dada
became deeply suspicious of this arrangement. Nana endea-
voured to secure the support of Mahadajee Scindia and
Tukojee Holkar. Moroba Dada also was informed of this.
Ram Sastri was consulted by Raghunath Rao Dada regarding
the expiation of the sin in connection with Narayan Rao's
murder. Theinquiry resulted in something very disagreeable
to Dada Saheb ; hence Ram Sastri repaired to Wai. The
Nawab had appropriated territory worth fifty-five lakhs of
rupees. Hence Raghunath Rao proceeded to Bidar, with
Bapu, Nana and Moroba Dada. The sanads given by the
Nawab were returned and he was asked not to be in league
~ith Trimbak Rao and Gangabai, who had plotted against the
central power. Grand receptions were mutually exchanged.
iNana pretended illness and sought leave to go, and Bapu and
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Moroba too followed suit. There was Chintopant, the trusted
karabhari of Dada Saheb, to advise him. Nana, Bapu and
Moroba Dada went to Purandar. Trimbak Rao went ahead
to receive them. The Scindia and the Holkar also sought leave
to go to the North but they proceeded upto the Godavari and
lingered there, Raghunath Rao realized that the tables were
turned against him. A battle took place between Trimbak
Rao Mama and Raghunath Rao near Patadur, Trimbak Rao’s
army was entirely made up of raw recruits. Consequently
he was defeated. He died at Khadakat. Raghunath Rao
proceeded to the North., The command of the army
was entrusted to Haripunt on whom robes of
honour etc.,, were conferred, Haripunt began to
pursue Raghunath Rao, who was followed by Nizam Ali
Khan. At Burhanpur the Nawab changed his course and
turned towards the Berars. Raghunath Rao carried the
zari patka banner, and had some privileged persons with
him. Nana had their houses searched and their property
confiscated. The men under Raghunath Rao threatened
to join Haripunt wunless he advanced to Poona to punish
Nana. Those who joined Haripunt had their houses and
property restored. Sumer Singh also left Dada Saheb.
Haripunt seized him and burnt him alive by tying rags
to his body and setting fire to them. Raghunath Rao
then proceeded to Manajee Phakde, Ghadge and Ranojee.
Tulya Pawar was caught and punished by Nana. All
affairs of the state at the time were being managed in the
name of Gangabai.

Mohummad Ali alias Wala Jah was imprisoned by
the English and the whole of his territory was annexed by
them to defray his debts.

In 1184 Fasli, a son was born to Gangabai and named
Sawai Madhav Rao. At this, Bapu, Nana and Moroba
Dada weregreatly pleased. Sugar was distributed to celebrate
the birth of the child. Rukn-ud-Daula, the Diwan of the
Nawab went to Alajapur. The Nawab began to manage
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his own affairs independently..........c.cevvevveeeeesee... Dhondo
Shankar..........ceeeeveeencensennenensen...began to manage affairs.

The Nawab sent robes of honour and jewellery to
Madhav Rao II, through Nanajee Shankar. Nanajee Shankar,
on that occasion, left Haibat Rao Gopal at Purandhar to dis-
charge the duties associated with akhbarnawsi.

In 1185 Fasli, Moroba Dada desired to imprison Nana
and Bapu and manage all affairs himself. Nana got the scent
of the matter and had him imprisoned instead in the fort of
Ahmadnagar.

Jivajee Raghunath was appointed as a wvakil of the
Peshwa at Hyderabad, though Krishna Rao Ballal was the
chief person responsible for the negotiations between the
Nizam and the Marathas.

Negotiations were being carried on between Bapu and
Raghunath Rao Dada. Some phrases in the letters indicated
that if Dada came into the Deccan, Nana may be seized and
imprisoned. Through Mahadajee Scindia Nana acquired full
evidence to incriminate Sakharam Bapu whom he imprisoned
in the fort. Haripunt Phadke and Ganeshpunt Behre followed
Pada and endeavoured their utmost to win him over. Dada,
notwithstanding all this, went to Surat. The Behre was
posted there while Haripunt came into the Deccan............

1186 Fasliv..c.viiiiiieiioneeeereeneeccienonnrenns
Towards Haidar Naik
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