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¢ Painting is a contemplative as well asan executive act—
to paint a Portrait is to discover the spring of life, to know
what courses the streams come down from the hills, of
childhood, to perceive how and with what earthly stain
or heavenly reflection they are gathered together in the
torrents of youth; perhaps to guess little of the seas to
which they go. But, as this contemplation has a mate-
rial fruit - or else is the picture dreamed of, not made - so
it can be no infinite wandering, such as love is, whose
delight is unenduring search, but must somewhere con-
clude. It must conclude, before the portrait can justly
be begun not in intellectual understandiag of the subject,
for understanding can proceed only from a knowledge of
past facts, that may be hidden from the artists but in an
imaginative synthesis which is satisfying to him. It is not
necessary to the peace of a religious soul that its wisdom
be perfect; it is necessary that its faith be sure. So an
artist need not be all-knowing; but of his own vision he
dare not remain in doubt. *
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All cirumstance, and come to port unspent.
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