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FOREWORD

I have gladly consented to contribute a foreword
to this charming poem, though I am not convinced
that it is proper to do it in English. Mr. Sripati
Sastri is a poet by heredity and early training. The
scholars of the 17th and 18th centuries built up the
southern school of Telugu literature in far-off
Madura and Tanjore. Like them Mr. Sastri is wor-
shipping the Telugu Muse in the heart of the Tamil
land. They did their literary work in a congenial
atmosphere, under the patronage of the cultured
Nayak Princes; Mr. Sastri has only his innate love
of learning to urge him on.

In NETCHELI, ‘The beloved’, Mr. Sastri trans-
ports us to the realm of dream and fantasy. With
rare felicity of diction, he narrates his journeyings
through that realm, floating on the wings of fancy
and imagination. The quest for the Beloved, the
yearning fer that which ‘rasseth understanding’, is
the central theme of the poem. Out of the twilights
and shadows, the doubt and despair, emerges a joyous
note of triumph. Tothe lover of poetry no less than to
the philosopher, this poem is of value. May it start
cthers on the Great Quest, and lead them {o the shore
cf the Eternal, even as it has led this pilgrim-poet!.

Madras, } K. RAMAKOTISWARA RAO,
15—2—1932. Editor, ‘Triveni’
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