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EXTRACT
HAS THE WORLD GROWN IRRELEGIOUS ?

SWAMI PAVITRANANDA,
SRI RAMAKRISHNA MUTT

In India no man who has got some modern education is
very anxious to follow the direction of orthodox religions. He
does not care to worship in temples. He is eritical about the
utility of worship in temples. If he visits a temple, he is more
concerned about its history and architecture than its devotional
influence. At best his love for temples in the result of a reflex
action. Because some arrogant foriegners decry temple worship,
he must defend it from a sense of national self-respect.

And there is an open crusade against religion all over the
world. Some people are talking vigorously the utility of
religion—nay, of the disservice that religion has done to
humanity. And it seems that this following is rapidly on the
increase. One feels thut the world has distinotly become
irrelegious and the situation is growing worse from day to day.

Old beleifs and faiths must have a new orientation, otherwise
they will not be able to satisfy the demands of new hopes and
aspirations and keep pace with the new outlook.

Prabuddha Bharata, Oct. 1946

SPIRITUAL HERITAGE OF INDIA
DR. RADHAKRISHNAN’S ADDRESS

A classic was a contemporary of all ages in the sense that
it could be used by people of every generation. It wasthe task
of the interpreter and the commentator to point out how the
truths of all times could also be expressed as the truth for our
time. Looked at in this light, what our greatest acharyas did
was to take their stand on ancient texts and interpret them to
suit modern tendencies. Their work was not mere repetition
but was one of creative interpretation. Our civilisation became
decadent when we started repeating texts without reinterpreting
them to suit modern conditions and modern thought. It was a
phenomenon of arrested development. Thanks to the contact
with the West, an intellectual renaissance "had started which
meant not a mere repetition but a renewal of life.
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