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PREFACE

r_[:n: United States is, and has been since Colonial times, a
magazine-reading country. In 1948 nearly 7,000 periodicals
other than newspapers were published here. About three and a
half billion copies of American magazines were printed and cir-
culated during the year. Magazines go everywhere in this coun-
try. They are seen by almost everyone and read by almost
everyone who is able to read. Tt is hardly possible to avoid them,
and, seemingly, Americans have never wished to avoid them.

This book attempts to show, from general magazines that
were important in their time and from some of the nationally
circulated magazines of today, something of the social and eco-
nomic influence of magazines in the United States. Following
a broad chronological pattern, it traces and gauges the force of
such periodicals from Benjamin Franklin’s Gencral Magasine
in 1741 to the magazines of the present, critically examining
both their achievements and their shortcomings. It shows how
magazines have reflected and moulded American tastes, habits,
manners, interests, and beliefs; how they have shaped opinion
on public questions; how they have crusaded effectively for
social and political reforms; how magazine advertising, as well
as magazine editorial content, has affected the American home
and standard of living.

The study was undertaken in order to bring together in a
single volume material that has hitherto been widely scattered
and in some instances not readily available. The comparatively
few books and the many articles which have been written about
magazines have sometimes touched on the subject, but have not
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developed it. Such magazine historians as Lyon A. Richardson,
Albert H. Smyth, Algernon Tassin, William B. Cairns, and,
notably, Frank Luther Mott, have written excellent accounts of
the early and middle periods of magazine history, but properly
placed their emphasis on other aspects of the story. Social his-
torians have indicated their awareness of magazine growth,
change, and distribution, but have not attempted to estimate
magazine effects on the individual reader and on the social
group. Magazine editors, in their autobiographies and published
comments, have noted instances of magazine influence, but
usually only as this was a part of their own stories or the stories
of their magazines.

The present book should be of particular interest to the stu-
dent of the periodical press and to all of those, writers, editors,
publishers, and advertisers, to whom what magazines do and
what magazines are like is a matter of material and daily con-
cern. The book is also addressed to the general public, or to that
part of the public which recognizes the importance in civilized
life of public communication of every kind.

The original idea for this book was put forward by Donald M.
Hobart. His was the suggestion that such a book needed to be
written. The fruits of his long association with magazines, and
his interest in their history and significance in American life,
provided stimulus and encouragement all through the writing
of the manuscript. Though he is in no way responsible for the
critical ideas which it expresses, his constructive criticism and
advice contributed essentially to the development of this book.

J. P. W.
Philadelphia, Pa.
December, 1948
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Chapter 1
ENGLISH MAGAZINE ORIGINS

’1—I'-IE ENGLIsH newspaper developed in the late seventeenth
century out of the political pamphlet and the newsletter. The
English magazine developed out of the newspaper within less
than fifty years after the first newspaper was founded.

The first newspaper was the London Gaszette, which had
been founded as the Oxford Gazette in 1665. What is usually,
and with considerable justification, described as the first maga-
zine in English was started when an outspoken Nonconformist
with too skillful a pen was sent to jail in 1703. The writer,
described in the advertisements for his arrest as ‘“a middle-
sized spare man about forty years old of a brown complexion
and dark brown-coloured hair, but wears a wig; a hooked nose,
a sharp chin, grey eyes, and a large mole near his mouth,” was
pilloried for three days and then imprisoned for the ironic
opinions he had expressed against the extreme position of the
established Church of England in his Shortest Way With
Dissenters. Daniel Defoe, who had not yet written Robinson
Crusoe or his other picaresque novels, thereupon began to
issue in February, 1704, from Newgate Prison or immediately
after his release from it, a weekly periodical which he called
The Review.

The journalistic idea, the idea of periodical publication, was
still new, It is not always possible to distinguish absolutely
between the newspaper and the magazine of this time. The
form of neither was fixed. The provinces of both media for
public communication overlapped as, to a lesser extent, they
still do, but the Gazette and its rivals and imitators were con-

3 .



4 MAGAZINES IN THE UNITED STATES

cerned almost solely with the news. The Review, written in
Defoe’s accurate, straightforward style, printed the news, too,
but it also printed articles on domestic affairs and on national
policy. Defoe was The Review's sole editor and contributor
during its nine-year history. In its four small pages, which
appeared usually three times a weck, he expressed and force-
fully defended his views on all matters of public concern. He
instituted a department, run monthly at first, called “Advice
from the Scandalous Club,” in which he discussed literature,
manners, and morals. He made The Review recognizably a
magazine. It was Defoe’s “Advice from the Scandalous Club,”
turned after 1705 into the semi-weekly Little Review, which
suggested theme and treatment to the famous periodical writers
who followed Defoe. Before The Review ceased publication
in 1712, Richard Steele had started The Tatler.

The first Tatler appeared in April, 1709. Ostensibly by
Isaac Bickerstaff, a name which Swift had made famous, it
contained political news. More varied material soon followed.
In imitation of The Review, Steele, motivated by the desire of
financial gain and by the equally strong wish to influence the
men and women of his day—twin desires which still motivate
magazine editors—began his characteristic essays. He printed
foreign intelligence and theatrical news, but he wrote and
published short articles attacking the fads and follies of the day.
“Poor Dick Steele,” as Thackeray describes him in one of the
finest of his essays in The English Humorists, might stumble,
fall, and get up again in his own life, but his intent was moral
and so were the principles of conduct he preached. The Tatler
spoke out against gambling, drinking, and dueling. It also
gave the gossip of the coffeehouses; and gossip about people
and places is still a characteristic of the magazine. As Jenny
Bickerstaff—for magazines from the first have wooed women
readers as well as men—Steele wrote on subjects of interest to

women. These, with advertising, were the contents of The
Tatler.
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Advertising, a feature destined to become so characteristic
of modern magazines, not only served its usual purposes but
even provided the subject of a Tatler essay. In Number 224
of The Tatler, September 14, 1710, Addison wrote:

It is my custom, in a dearth of news, to entertain myself with
those collections of advertisements that appear at the end of all
our public prints. . . . But to consider this subject in its most
ridiculous lights, advertisements are of great use to the vulgar,
-« . A man that is by no means big enough for the Gazette may
easily creep into the ads. . . . A sccond use . . . has been the
management of controversy. . . . The inventors of “strops for
razors” have written against one another in this way for several
years. . . . The third and last use of these writings is to inform
the world, where they may be furnished with almost everything
that is necessary for life. If a Man has pains in his head, cholics
in his bowels, or spots in his clothes, he may here meet with
proper cures and remedies. If a man would recover a wife or a
horse that is stolen or strayed; if he wants new sermons, clectu-
aries, asses milk, or anything else, either for his body or his
mind, this is the place to look for them in.

Advising copywriters of the day, Addison continued :

The great art in writing advertising is the finding out the
proper method to catch the reader, without which a good thing
may pass over unobserved, or be lost among commissions of
bankrupts. Asterisks or hands were formerly of great use for
this purpose. Of late years the N.B. has been much in fashion,
as also little cuts and figures, the invention of which we must
ascribe to the author of spring trusses. . . .

By the remarks I have here made, it plainly appears, that a
collection of advertisements is a kind of miscellany ; the writers
of which, contrary to all authors, except men of quality, give
meney to the booksellers who publish their copy.

Joseph Addison had joined Steele in writing The Tatler
after about its eightieth number. They continued to work
together and in March, 1711, published the first issue of the
famous Spectator. The humorous coffechouse sketches which
Steele had originated and Addison perfected became the new
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magazine’s daily contents; all other material, except short adver-
tisements, was dropped. Together the genial, very human
Steele and the urbane, scholarly Addison created the English in-
formal essay and made it the first magazine contribution to
literature.

In The Spectator they almost gave form to the short story.
Steele introduced Sir Roger de Coverley and the other charac-
ters of the most famous club in English literature in the second
issue. The stories of Sir Roger, most whimsical of knights,
and of Will Honeycomb, Sir Andrew Freeport, Captain Sentry,
Will Wimble, and other delightful eccentrics of the club may
be said to be the first magazine fiction. The pleasant, colloquial
essays of The Tatler gave way to more serious essays. Addison,
a fine critic, taught appreciation of literature and of classical
learning at the same time that he and Steele discoursed humor-
ously on the topics of the day.

The Spectator, 274 of its issues by Addison, 236 by Steele,
the remaining 45 by occasional contributors, was read with
delight by the literate and sophisticated of polite London to
whom it was addressed. Its circulation reached 3,000 in a city
of about a half million. Some numbers are said to have had a
sale of 20,000 copies. Addison and Steele meant to entertain,
but their serious purpose, as the essays show and Steele affirmed,
was ‘‘to expose the false arts of life, to pull off the disguises
of cunning, vanity, and affectations, and to recommend a gen-
eral simplicity in our dress, our discourse, and our behavior.”
As The Review had been for practical, clear-spoken Defoe, The
Spectator was a means of expression for these sharpest and
most graceful of Queen Anne wits and moralists. More than a
means of expression, it was a means of reaching and influenc-
ing public opinion. As such, The Tatler and The Spectator
succeeded both in moulding the ideas and tastes of urban Eng-
land in the early years of the eighteenth century, and in estab-
lishing the magazine as a journalistic and literary form of
marked social force.
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Numerous imitators of The Tatler and The Spectator sprang
up. The coffeehouses of London were filled with wits and
journalists eager to write for the newssheets and the new peri-
odicals. Steele himself fathered half a dozen later and less
successful periodicals, most of them Whig political organs or
gossip sheets: the Guardian, the Englishman, Town Talk, the
Tea Table, Chit Chat, the Plebeian. Alexander Pope used the
Grub Street Journal (1730-1738), a magazine which he had
in all probability founded though he consistently denied connec-
tion with it, to say that his many enemies were nasty people
and to pour a little boiling oil on them in each issue.

In 1731 appeared the first number of the first monthly
periodical to describe itself by the word ‘“magazine.” Under
the name of Sylvanus Urban, Edward Cave, a London printer
and bookseller, began publication of what was actually con-
ceived as a museum, depository, or magazine which, while it
paid some attention to current events, was more concerned
with collecting in more permanent form the best of the material
appearing in the journals. Cave’s Gentleman’s Magazine soon
ceased to be merely eclectic. As did Harper's New Monthly
Magazine, which was founded more than a century later in
New York, and The Reader’s Digest, founded almost two cen-
turies later, both of which started purely as reprint periodicals,
The Gentleman’s Magazine soon began to publish more varied
materials. It printed both prose and verse, historical and
biographical material, and obituaries. It listed other publica-
tions. It printed songs with music, much as Godey’s Lady’s
Book did in the nineteenth century and as Edward Bok’s Ladies’
Home Journal did as late as 1910. Some features of the first
monthly magazine have lasted a long time. The Gentleman’s
Magazine even offered engravings and maps, as does the Na-
tional Geographic Magazine today.

Perhaps the best, and certainly the best-known, feature of
The Gentleman’s Magazine was its reports of the debates in
Parliament. The magazine had reported these from 1732.



8 MAGAZINES IN THE UNITED STATES

Six years later this task was assigned to one of the most
famous of all magazine contributors, Dr. Samuel Johnson,
who was just beginning his London career. Johnson wrote
voluminously for the magazine, but his chief job was to report
activities in Parliament. From inaccurate and sketchy notes
made by Cave’s friends and from his own imagination he
pieced together these reports for publication in the monthly.
He really wrote the speeches he attributed to English states-
men of the day, and probably wrote them better than those
who delivered them could have done. When the House of
Commons declared that publication of its proceedings was
illegal, Johnson reported them under the transparent disguise of
“Reports of the Debates in the Senate of Magna Lilliputia.”
Names of the speakers were designated only by their initial
and final letters.

Besides his political writing, Johnson wrote numerous essays,
biographies, and literary notices for The Gentleman’s Maga-
zine. In the issue for August, 1743, he announced that his
famous Life of Richard Savage was in preparation. It was
published in 1744. The circulation of The Gentleman’s Maga-
zine was already a high 10,000 when Samuel Johnson became
Cave’s assistant. Johnson, the first important writer to ally
himself with a popular monthly as a reporter, article writer,
and editor, aided largely in pushing it up to an almost incredible
15,000. The Gentleman’s Magazine had imitators, the most
important of them the London Magazine, but it was the out-
standing success of its time.

Dr. Johnson ceased to write for The Gentleman’s Magazine
in 1744, but his connection with magazines was to continue.
From 1750 to 1752, he published The Rambler, a paper after
the Spectator manner. Johnson’s essays appeared in it regularly
every Tuesday and Saturday. By this time England had about
150 periodicals. Later Johnson undertook another series of
essays in The Idler, which, from 1758 to 1760, ran as a depart-
ment of The Universal Chronicle, or W eckly Gazette.
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By the mid-eighteenth century the magazine form had
begun to crystallize and the magazine pattern to make itself
clear. Some magazines, such as The Tatler, The Spectator, and
The Rambler, were of the periodical essay type, and others,
such as The Gentlemanw's Magazine, the London Magazine, and
The Monthly Review, displayed more varied contents; but
they all had magazine intents and features in common. Such
periodical writers as Defoe, Steele, Addison, and Johnson
developed a vehicle of literary quality meant to be more durable
than the newspaper, to carry less ephemeral material, to com-
ment as well as to inform, to communicate pleasure as well as
fact, to provoke speculation, and to influence belief and conduct.

Before this time the magazine idea had spread to the British
possessions in America. Inspired by the success of The Gentle-
man’s Magazine and its rival, the London Magazine, Benjamin
Franklin decided to establish in Philadelphia a monthly maga-
zine for all the Colonies.



Chapter 2
MAGAZINE BEGINNINGS IN AMERICA

IN THE Pennsylvania Gazette, a weekly which Franklin had
published since 1729 and the direct ancestor of The Saturday
Evening Post, Franklin announced in November, 1740, his
plans to publish The General Magazine, and Historical Chron-
icle, for All the British Plantations in America. Unfortunately,
Franklin offered the editorship of what was to be the pioneer
American magazine to John Webbe, a Philadelphia lawyer,
who quickly divulged his knowledge of the scheme to Andrew
Bradford, son of Pennsylvania’s first printer. Thercupon
Bradford immediately announced a magazine of his own and,
on February 13, 1741, with Webbe as editor, got out the first
issue of his own American Magazine, or a Monthly View of
the Political State of the British Colonies. Three days later,
Franklin, acting now as his own editor, published the first issue
of the General Magazine.

The General Magazine was what Franklin conceived a maga-
zine to be, literally a magazine or storehouse of varied material,
gathered mostly from books, pamphlets, newspapers, and politi-
cal documents, and offered for edification and entertainment
of his readers. His magazine contained seventy-five pages,
twice as many as Bradford’s, and sold for sixpence sterling
the single copy. There were no subscribers, Franklin depending
on single copy sales. The first issue, dated January, 1741, was
typical of the six monthly numbers published. It contained a
discussion of the currency, a vital subject in the Colonies;
“Accounts of and Extracts from New Books and Pamphlets
Published in the Plantation” included sermons by Mathew

10
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Byles and George Whitefield, the English evangelist whom
Franklin admired *; ten pages of verse (‘Poetical Essays”);
and “The Historical Chronicle’ or news section. The ‘“Chron-
icle” in this first issue described the Grand Mogul’s defeat by
Thomas Koulikan, recorded events in Turkey and Russia, and
revealed that the German Emperor had died the preceding
October from “being poisoned by eating mushrooms stew’d in
oil.” A fire at Charleston was described, and the “Chronicle”
gave the most vivid of the Philadelphia news.

Succeeding issues of the General Magazine described pro-
ceedings in Parliament that affected the American Colonies;
the negotiations of New York with the Six Nations. They
contained more discussions of the uncertain Colonial currency,
offered more sermons—for this was the period of the Great
Awakening, the religious revival led by Whitefield and by
Jonathan Edwards in Northampton, Massachusetts, which
swept the Colonies in the mid-eighteenth century—and more
verse. An article in the February issue described life in an
orphan asylum which Whitefield had founded in Georgia. A
lead article in March was on “The Present State of Virginia”;
another article, “Evolutions of the Foot,” described infantry
drill and maneuvers, and a third dealt with “A New Method
of Making Molasses from the Summer Sweeting as Communi-
cated to the Royal Society and Put in #374 of Philosophical
Transactions.” Franklin’s scientific interests, which led him
to found the American Philosophical Society in 1743, show in
his magazine.

There were intimations of things to come in the April issue
of the General Magazine. In that issue Franklin printed what

! The frugal Franklin was, at least temporarily, much moved by White-
field’s persuasive powers. In his Autobiography he writes: “I happened . . .
to attend one of his sermons, in the course of which I perceived he intended to
finish with a collection, and I silently resolved he should get nothing from
me. . . . As he proceeded I began to soften and decided to give the coppers.
Another stroke of his oratory made me ashamed of that, and determin’d me
to give the silver; and he finished so admirably, that I empty’d my pockets
wholly into the collector’s dish, gold and all.”
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was, even then, a not very convincing attempt of the New York
Assembly to allay the suspicions of that Colony's nervous lieu-
tenant governor:

To what is mentioned of a Jealousy in England, that the
Plantations are not without Thoughts of throwing off their
Dependence on the Crown of England, we shall say the less, as
your Homnour declares you hope and helieve no Man in the
Colony has such an Intention, and we dare vouch, that not one
single Person in it has such an Intention.

Obviously Franklin was editing his magazine not for Phila-
delphia or for Pennsylvania, but for the Colonies as a whole.
Unformed as they were, and of short duration, the first Ameri-
can magazines were not merely local in content and appeal.
They showed from the first the magazine trend toward coverage
of all the Colonies that developed a century and a half later into
the nation-wide coverage of the national magazine.

From the beginning the magazine’s intent was the widest
possible dissemination of important information, a basic intent
of today’s national magazines. They were founded, too, with
the very definite intent of influencing public opinion, particu-
larly on one crucial subject. Bradford, who had beaten Frank-
lin to the street with his monthly American magazine, said that
onc of his reasons for publishing the American Magazine was
“That the parliament and People of Great Britain may be truly
and clearly informed of the Constitution and Government in the
Colonies, whose Great Distance from the Mother-country seems
in some sense to have placed them out of her View.”

The American Magazine and Monthly Chronicle, begun in
1757, was prefaced with:

It has long been a matter of just complaint, among some of
the best friends of our national commerce and safety, that the
important concerns of these Colonies were but little studied and
less understood in the mother-country, even by many of those,
who have sustained the highest offices of trust and dignity in
it. . . . The present war [the French war] has rendered this
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country, at length, the object of a very general attention, and
it seems now become as much the mode among those who would
be useful or conspicuous in the state, to seck an acquaintance
with these colonies, their constitutions, interests and commerce.
. . . This favorable disposition, if duly cultivated, may have a
happy influence. .

The carliest American magazines were out, then, to influence
opinion in the Colonies and opinion in England. One of
Franklin’s purposes and accomplishments in the General Maga-
zine was to present political information, knowledge of which
he felt should be widespread among the thirteen Colonies. To
this end he devoted about a third of the space in his magazine
to the reprinting of state papers.

The shrewd Franklin was, of course, well aware of the
wider audience he could reach and influence through the medium
of his magazine. He was no stranger to journalism. As a
printer’s apprentice he had worked with his brother James in
getting out in Boston the New England Courant, founded in
1721 as the second newspaper published in America, preceded
only by the Boston News Letter in 1704.* By 1729 he was
issuing weekly from his own press in Philadelphia the Pennsyl-
vamia.Gazette purchased from Samuel Keimer, who had founded
it as The Universal Instructor in All Arts and Sciences and
Pennsylvania Gagette the year before, when he heard that the
twenty-two-year-old Franklin was planning a similar weekly.

The Pennsylvania Gazette, renamed The Saturday Evening
Post in 1821, became perhaps the best paper in the Colonies.
Besides the news, it contained in its early years some of Frank-
lin’s familiar essays, disputes with imaginary characters cre-
ated by Franklin for the purpose, and weather reports which
Franklin was the first to introduce as a journalistic feature. In
1754, at the time of the Albany Congress, the Gazette carried

2 Franklin calls it the second newspaper in his Aufobiography. Actually
the Boston Gazette, printed but not edited by James Franklin, dating from
1719, intervened.
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what is usually considered America’s first cartoon, probably
drawn by Franklin himself. The earliest plea for a United
Colonies, if not a United States, it pictured a snake in eight
parts and underneath the legend “Join or Die.” Publication
was suspended for two weeks in 1765 as a protest against the
Stamp Act, but was only twice interrupted during the Revo-
lution.

Only three numbers of Bradford’s monthly were published,
six of Franklin’s, but the magazine, once established, quickly
took root in American soil. About a hundred were founded
before the end of the eighteenth century. William Beer in his
Checklist of American Magazines, 1741-1800, (Worcester :
1923), lists 98. The figure varies according to the source used.
Some of these “magazines” were really weckly newspapers.
These magazines contained essays, poetry and fiction, political
writing, literary and dramatic criticism, articles on economics
and religion, comments on slavery, women’s dress, dueling,
swearing. They contained the best American writing of their
time and reflected, as the best of our national magazines reflect
today, the world in which their readers lived.

Notable editors succeeded Franklin and Webbe. Mathew
Carey, Thomas Paine, Charles Brockden Brown, Hugh Brack-
enridge were all eighteenth-century Philadelphia editors, for
Philadelphia was the center of the magazine-publishing indus-
try. Noah Webster, whose Spelling Book and Dictionary were
to be so basic in American education and in the standardization
of American spelling, was a New York editor by 1787, Isaiah
Thomas was Boston’s best eighteenth-century editor.3

One of the most important American magazines of the
eighteenth century was published only from January, 1775,
to July, 1776, but none of its contemporaries exceeded it in
social force at a crucial period in American history. Thomas

3 Thomas was also a printer and publisher. His 4 Specimen (of the types
he used), 1785, and his History of Printing in America, 1810, are valuable
sources on early American printing. Thomas founded the American Anti-
quarian Society in 1812,
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Paine, whose electrifying pamphlet Common Sense did so much
to crystallize the sentiment toward separation from England
and whose letter The Crisis (“These are the times that try
men’s souls . . .”) inflamed readers with his own fiery patri-
otism, had been in America only three months before Robert
Aitkin made him cditor of the Pennsylvania Magaszine. Though
it had been started by the milder Aitkin as a quieter periodical,
there was soon no mistaking the sympathies of the Pennsyl-
vanmia Magazine. The vignette of the magazine showed the
goddess of Liberty holding a shield with the Pennsylvania arms
emblazoned on it. A mortar labeled ‘“The Congress,” battle-
axes and pikes, the word “Liberty” on a gorget hanging from
a tree, surrounded the goddess.

Paine, who numbered David Rittenhouse, Benjamin Rush,
Mathew Wilson, and President John Witherspoon of Prince-
ton among his important contributors, gave the Pennsylvania
Magazine its strong political bias and himself wrote much of
the strongly revolutionary matter that made the magazine so
powerful an instrument of the times. “Reflections on the Duty
of Princes” and “On Liberty,” the former signed only with
initials, the latter with a classical pseudonym after the fashion
of the time, which appeared in early issues were obviously writ-
ten by Paine. His famous poem “The Liberty Tree” was pub-
lished in June, 1775. Before that had appeared an Irish-dialect
attack on the British troops in Boston and a poem in memory
of the American volunteers killed at Lexington and Concord
on April 19, 1775. Consistently there was non-political matter
in the Pennsylvania Magazine—verse, essays, a series on ‘“The
Old Bachelor,” and an “Occasional Letter on the Female Sex”'—
but the periodical took its color and gained its force from
Thomas Paine’s revolutionary ardor. A department called
“Monthly Intelligence” recorded the war news each month,
printed the letters of Washington and other Colonial leaders
and the proceedings in Parliament and in the Continental Con-
gress. “Substitutes for Tea” was run in February, 1775, and
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the “Dialogue on Liberty” in April, 1776. The war put an
abrupt end to the Pennsylvania Magazine, but it went down
defiantly, carrying in the issue of July, 1776, its last number,
the Declaration of Independence which it had been a strong
force in bringing about.

The Revolution was over when the same man founded four
months apart what were to be the most successful American
magazines of the late eighteenth century. Mathew Carey, jailed
in Dublin for his pamphlets criticizing British policy, fled to
France, where Benjamin Franklin employed him for a time as
a printer at Passy. Returning to Ireland, he was again jailed
for his militant anti-British editing of the Volunteer’s Journal.
This time Carey fled to America where, less than six months
after his arrival in Philadelphia, he started the Pennsylvania
Herald, with $400 borrowed from Lafayette. It came to a
sudden end when Carey was wounded in a duel.

In August, 1786, the Pennsylvania Gazette carried an an-
nouncement of the first new magazine Carey was to edit and
print. The Columbian Magazine, or Monthly Miscellany was
to be started, according to the announcement, at a time “when
the genuine spirit of liberty has extended its benign influence
over these independent and highly favored republics.” It was
to be'a monthly of forty-eight pages, with copperplate engrav-
ings, sold to subscribers at twenty shillings a year. The first
number appeared in October, 1786. By March, 1787, Carey,
having established the second of his magazines, The American
Museum, hired Francis Hopkinson as editor and Jeremy Bel-
knap as contributor. A paid editor and a paid contributor were
startling magazine innovations. The Columbian introduced
other changes. It stressed publication of original contributions
and obtained capable men to write them. Most magazines of the
period contained many items clipped from English magazines,
other American magazines, newspapers, and pamphlets. There
were no copyright laws to infringe. Ownership of writing was
not as important as getting the material before the public.
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The new Columbian, a new magazine for a new nation, paid
particular attention to politics, agriculture, inventions, science,
and business. Its writings were concerned with these subjects
as well as with purely literary offerings. So were the copper-
plate engravings, most of them done by James Trenchard, one
of the magazine’s publishers. An important contributor was
Dr. Benjamin Rush, who, after obtaining his medical degree
at Edinburgh, returned to his native Philadelphia where he
became a professor in the medical school of the University
of Pennsylvania. Dr. Rush, a member of the Continental Con-
gress and a signer of the Declaration of Independence, was a
strong Federalist with decided ideas about slavery, capital pun-
ishment, the use of liquor and tobacco, education, and the
proper treatment for yellow fever. About all of these subjects
he wrote vividly and forcefully in the Columbian. He showed
his hatred of slavery in several Columbian articles, one of them
“The Paradise of Negro-Slaves”; his dislike of whisky in “A
Moral and Physical Thermometer”; his belief in free schools
in “The Benefits of Charity”; his medical interests in “An
Inquiry into the Methods of Preventing the Painful and Fatal
Effect of Cold upon the Human Body” ; and his political beliefs
in “Causes Which Produced the Ruin of States.”

Reprinted items gave Columbian readers matter from the
pens of Franklin, Washington, General Israel Putnam, and
David Ramsay. There were selections from writers abroad:
Johnson, Burke, Voltaire, Montesquieu, and Rousseau. At the
same time the Columbian was running in 1787 and 1788 The
Forresters: An Historical Romance, in which Jeremy Belknap,
one of America’s first paid magazine writers, through humorous
allegory narrated the founding and growth of the British col-
onies in America.* Belknap also contributed a series of biogra-

¢ Jeremy Belknap was a Congregational clergyman and a historian of
Boston and one of the founders of the Massachusetts Historical Society, the
first society of its kind in America. He had been offered the editorship of the

Columbian but refused it because a Boston church offered him a larger salary,
125 pounds a year.
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phies of “Heroic and Virtuous Men” of the United States,
including sketches of John Winthrop, Sir Ferdinando Gorges,
and Captain John Smith. He even contributed an article, earlier
printed in The Boston Magazine, which endeavored to determine
whether the discovery of America had been a blessing or a bane
to man. It was Belknap who promoted the sale of the Colum-
bian in Boston and who persuaded the young John Quincy
Adams to publish in the magazine his oration at the Harvard
commencement of 1787.

The Columbian was good, but in some ways The American
Museum was even better. Running from 1787 to 1792, when
the Columbian also was discontinued, its issues are now invalu-
able as historical source material. This was not accidental. In
contrast to the Columbian, which was to publish as much
original material as possible, the Museum was planned by Carey
as a repository of important American writing. It was to be a
museum of American writing worthy of preservation—and a
publishing bargain: one hundred pages a month at a “quarter
dollar” a number, or eighteen shillings a year; $2.50 outside
Pennsylvania. Few modern magazines give their readers as
much solid worth for their money.

Carey sought out and reprinted the basic documents of the
Revolution. His first volume contained Paine’s Common Sense,
Washington’s Circular Letter to the Army, Humphreys’ Address
to the Armies of America, Trumbull’s M'Fingal. Various issues
of the Muscum reprinted writing by Benjamin Franklin,
Witherspoon, Hopkinson, Dr. Ladd, Noah Webster, Hancock,
and many others eminent in statesmanship or literature. The
Museum ran articles on scientific subjects by Rittenhouse, Ben-
jamin West, James Bowdoin, John Winthrop of Harvard,
Samuel Dexter, and many others. It published the poetry of
Freneau, Trumbull, Hopkinson, Dwight, Godfrey. Paine’s
Crisis, Dickinson’s Letters from a Pennsylvania Farmer, and
Witherspoon’s Letters on Marriage were all reprinted in the
Museum.
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Carey, an anti-Federalist himself, printed the writings on
both sides of this central question of the day, including the
Federalist papers. He published articles on industry, the cur-
rency, commerce, politics, science, education, agriculture, and
many directed against slavery. Carey made perhaps no more
important contribution to the thought of his time and the sub-
sequent economic history of the United States than in his
selection of writing dealing with American business. The
articles he chose emphasized a conservative and practical ap-
proach to business problems. They stressed protection as neces-
sary to assist the growth of American industry, advocated
free trade among the states but a national tariff to combat
tariffs imposed abroad on goods imported from America.
Carey published the opinions on business of Dickinson, Frank-
lin, Rush, and James M’Henry, but gave particular prominence
to those of two Philadelphians, Coxe and Barton. Tench Coxe
was president of the Pennsylvania Society for the Encourage-
ment of Manufactures and the Useful Arts. His “Address to
an Assembly of Friends of American Manufactures, Convened
for the Purpose of Establishing a Socicty” emphasized the
need for private enterprise and government to join forces in
the encouragement of American industry. An address, arguing
for the tariff, was read at Franklin’s home and published in
the Musewm. Carey also printed an essay by William Barton,
secretary of the Pennsylvania Society for the Encouragement
of Manufactures, who expressed similar conservative business
opinions on the powers of Congress to regulate trade.

With Carey the American magazine went beyond the mere
proffering of entertainment and spreading of information.
The ideas he placed before his readers helped them to form
their opinions on social, political, and business affairs in the
formative period of the new country.

The Massachusetts Magazine, founded by Isaiah Thomas in
1789, one of but two American magazines of the eighteenth
century to live for eight years, made what was then a signifi-
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cant and prophetic departure in magazine publishing. Thomas,
an experienced book and newspaper publisher, directed his new
monthly not only to the cultured, at whom most magazines of
the period were aimed, but also to the intelligent if less intel-
lectual readers who had not yet been a recognized magazine
audience. As do the best of modern magazines, it appealed to
those with journalistic as well as those with erudite tastes. It
was projected emphatically to entertain as well as to inform.
The new magazine intended, its first issue stated, to “gratify
and excite the natural inquisitiveness of the human mind . . .
rouse and strengthen the native powers of the soul . . . give
birth to literary emulation and effort . . . enforce and reward
studious application . . . improve the taste, the language and
the manners of the age . . . increase an acquaintance with
natural and civil history, with arts, manufactures and com-
merce, with law, physick and divinity . . .”” It was an ambi-
tious program, and in reaching to tap the large potential maga-
zine audience which publishers and editors had to this time
neglected, Thomas offered excellent and varied fare.

Besides articles of most of the types printed by his con-
temporaries and competitors, Thomas published plays, essays,
engravings, and sentimental fiction. Joseph Dennie, to become
one of the most famous Philadelphia editors and essayists dur-
ing the first quarter of the next century, made his magazine
debut in The Massachusetts Magazine. Mrs. Sarah Wentworth
Morton, wife of a Massachusetts attorney general and long
thought to be the author of the first American novel, The Power
of Sympathy, which Thomas had published in his Royal Ameri-
can Magazine, was a contributor of poetry. Sentiment and
sentimentality, melodrama replete with villains and seductions,
appeared in the tales carried by The Massachusetts Magazine,
along with poetry, essays, serious discussions of contemporary
problems and selections from the writings of the omnipresent
Franklin, Jefferson, Jedidiah Morse, Dr. Rush, William Liv-
ingston, and others.



22 MAGAZINES IN THE UNITED STATES

In 1778, only five years after his graduation from Yale,
Noah Webster published A4 Grammatical Institute of the Eng-
lish Language, the first part of which became his famous
Spelling Book. Four years later he left his teaching of English
and mathematics in the Episcopal Academy at Philadelphia,
where he had gone from his native Connecticut, to establish
New York's first monthly magazine, The American Magazine.
This was in 1787, almost half a century after the beginning of
magazine publication in Philadelphia, when Webster, already
well known as a philologist and a Federalist, was twenty-nine
years old. Webster, by nature a writer and a disputant, made
the American a bright and spirited magazine. The magazine, as
Webster saw it, was meant to be a vehicle for the expression of
ideas, and doing much of the writing himself, he used it to
express his own ideas on the subjects in which he was most
interested. Webster was a strong Federalist, largely because
attempts to obtain copyrights for his Spelling Book from each of
the thirteen states showed him the necessity for a central gov-
ernment to control such matters. He wrote much about the new
Constitution, discussing governmental affairs in each issue.
He wrote much, and sensibly, about education. He thought the
teaching of English should be emphasized, the teaching of
Greek and Latin minimized. One teacher should not teach a
number of diverse subjects. There should be electives. He
believed girls should be taught English, arithmetic, and geog-
raphy. He felt that the teaching of religion, with government
approval, was dangerous.

Webster printed the poetry of his fellow Yale men, John
Trumbull, Joel Barlow, and Timothy Dwight. He even sprang
to Dwight’s defense when an English review harshly criticized
Dwight’s verse. “The London Reviewers Reviewed,” which
appeared in July, 1788, was one of the first American retorts to
what was long seen as the consistently prejudiced criticism of
American writing by English critics. In yet another important
department the young Webster showed himself an astute editor.
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He paid more attention to women as readers than any other
magazine had done to this time. In the first issue of the
American he promised that “his fair readers may be assured
that no inconsiderable pains will be taken to furnish them
entertainment,” and he provided the kind of Gothic and senti-
mental fiction considered appealing to feminine taste. He also,
and not too deftly, offered advice on female dress and behavior.

It was part of Webster’s plan to make his magazine national
in coverage and distribution. He planned at one time to have
part owners in Boston, Connecticut, Philadelphia, Virginia,
South Carolina, and in New Jersey, Maryland, or Gceorgia.
These part owners were to serve also as correspondents, send-
ing in material from their sections to the editor in New York.
Copies of the magazine were to be sent out from New York
to every part of the nation. He tried through Belknap to secure
subscriptions in Boston, later projected a Boston-New York
magazine with Isaiah Thomas of The Massachusetts Maga-
zine. All of Webster’s attempts at expansion failed. The
American Magazine, for which its editor had once envisioned
5,000 subscribers, never obtained more than 500, and lasted
only one year. Webster went back to Connecticut where he
practiced law and continued his philological work, returning
to become editor of the Federalist journals, the American
Minerva, 1793, and the Herald, 1794.

A little more than a year after the demise of Webster’s
American came the New-York Magazine which, with the Mas-
sachusetts Magasine, was to last as long as eight years. It did
not differ importantly from other magazines of the time except
that it included a department of dramatic criticism by William
Dunlap and had among its contributors, all of whose works ap-
peared anonymously, Charles Brockden Brown and members of
the Friendly Club, a group composed of New York business
and professional men. Its importance in the development of
American magazines lies in what was at the time its almost
spectacular longevity.
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The average life of the American magazines of the eight-
eenth century was only fourteen months. There was little adver-
tising to support them; what there was appeared in most cases
only on the covers, in supplements, and on the final pages.
Publishers were almost wholly dependent upon subscriptions
for the support of their ventures. With the price of most maga-
zines about a shilling a copy, even when subscribers paid
promptly, which they seldom did, there was barely sufficient
income to keep the best of the magazines solvent. There were
other hindrances.

Until 1794, the magazines were badly handicapped by postal
regulations, though those were no handicap to Benjamin
Franklin who used his position as Philadelphia postmaster to
keep the American Magazine of his enemy, Bradford, out of
the mails while he allowed postriders to carry his own General
Magazine. The postal law of 1792, however, confused and
inequitable in practice, operated to prevent mailing of the
Columbian and the Museum, which thereupon suspended pub-
lication, while the Massachusetts Magazine and the New-York
Magazine were not affected. The more liberal postal law of
1794, recognizing the importance which magazines had attained,
ruled that a sixty-four-page magazine could be carried less than
fifty miles for four cents, between fifty and one hundred miles
for six, and more than one hundred miles for eight cents.

Magazines were never profitable ventures in these early
days. It is proof of the earnestness of their publishers and
editors and the eagerness of the colonial and early republican
audiences that one magazine after another appeared and that
many lasted as long as they did. Editors strove to make their
magazines useful vehicles for the communication of ideas,
repositories of writing that they thought should be preserved,
and instruments that would affect the public mind and influence
national decisions that had to be made.

These early magazines had a definite force in unifying the
Colonies and in inciting, then sustaining, the Revolution. They
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fought effectively for the ratification of the Constitution, en-
couraged native literary and artistic expression, and helped to
promote American industry and commerce. They discussed
important national affairs, and by reprinting work which had
first appeared in English periodicals they made Americans
aware of thought and action abroad. They recorded the
American political and social life of the period and offered their
readers almost all of the most significant American writing of
the second half of the eighteenth century.

Americans took a patriotic pride in their early magazines,
knew their value, saw them as useful and pleasing, and felt
that they were an important sign of America’s dawning cultural
as well as political independence, a concept that was to be
emphasized in books and magazines through the first half of
the next century. Lyon Richardson points out in his 4 History
of Early American Magazines that a great many subscribers
to American magazines in the eighteenth century considered
themselves patrons of an instrument that spread knowledge,
advanced culture in the United States, and supported the literary
and practical arts developing in the country. Though subscrip-
tion lists seldom attained to the more than 1,600 recorded for
Mathew Carey’s American Museum, running on an average
‘nearer the 500 maximum of Webster’s American Magazine, the
figures hardly indicate the scope of magazine circulation and
readership before the year 1800. As Frank Luther Mott says
in his careful and thorough study, 4 History of American Mag-
azines, 1741-1850, the influence of the early magazines was
probably far greater than the number printed and circulated
would indicate. Books and magazines were prized if only be-
cause comparatively few were available. Every page of every
magazine was read carefully by a number of people. Thus the
influence exerted by the early magazines was both intensive and
extensive.

A mere list of a few of the contributors and subscribers to
American magazines of Colonial, Revolutionary, and immedi-
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ately post-Revolutionary years indicates something of the
stature the first magazines could boast. Contributors in-
cluded almost every eminent writer, poet, and statesman of the
time: Washington, Franklin, Hamilton, John Jay, Fisher
Ames, Tench Coxe, Benjamin Rush, John Witherspoon, Noah
Webster, Francis Hopkinson, Thomas Paine, Philip Freneau,
Charles Brockden Brown, Jeremy Belknap, Edward Shippen,
Thomas Godfrey, Joel Barlow, John Trumbull, Edmund Ran-
dolph, John Hancock, Richard Henry Lee, Roger Sherman,
Hugh Williamson, Timothy Dwight, William Barton, James
M’Henry, Albert Gallatin, William Livington, Isaac Bartram,
John Ewing, Hugh Brackenridge, David Rittenhouse. Paul
Revere was perhaps the most famous magazine illustrator.®

Heading the list of subscribers to the New-York Magazine
were George Washington and John Adams. Washington sub-
scribed also to The American Museum, as did Franklin, Dickin-
son, Hamilton, Jefferson, Madison, Humphreys, Hopkinson,
Pinckney, Rush, Webster, Edmund Randolph, Edward Ship-
pen, Robert Morris, Rufus King, Robert Molyneux, and even
the British consul, Phineas Bond.

To Mathew Carey,® editor of The American Museum,
George Washington wrote a letter which Carey used as an
advertisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette issues of July 16
and August 20, 1788, and which has since been quoted by most
American literary and magazine historians. Washington ex-
pressed his delight in magazines, his strong approval, and his
concern for their success. Of the Museum he wrote: “. . . 1
am of the opinion that this work is not only eminently calcu-
lated to dissiminate [sic] political, agricultural, philosophical

5 Isaiah Thomas paid Paul Revere three pounds each for a series of
twenty-two engravings for the Royal American Magasine of Boston.

® Mathew Carey is buried in Philadelphia, in the cemetery of St. Mary's
Catholic Church on Fourth Street near Locust. A bronze plaque on the front
of the church reads: “Matthew Carey, the leading publisher of the early years
of the Republic and the chief force in the creation of early American litera-
ture.”
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and other valuable information; but that it has been uniformly
conducted with taste, attention, and propriety.”

Of magazines in general Washington said: “I consider such
easy vehicles of knowledge, more happily calculated than any
other, to preserve the liberty, stimulate the industry and meli-
orate the morals of an enlightened and free people.”



Chapter 3

MAGAZINES AS NATIONAL EDUCATORS: THE
PORT FOLIO AND ITS CONTEMPORARIES

,].-['iE Apamses, four generations of them—presidents,
diplomats, lawyers, historians, educators, businessmen—were
all writers. In 1794, George Washington appointed John
Quincy Adams as minister to Berlin, largely because of a series
of pamphlets he had written in support of this country’s neutral
position toward France and England. Later, President John
Adams sent his son as minister to Berlin, where he completed
a business treaty with Prussia in 1799. On Jefferson’s elec-
tion to the Presidency in 1800, Adams recalled his son who
came back to the United States determined to be a professional
writer. The low opinion Europeans had for American literary
performance led John Quincy Adams to fecl that he would be
doing his country a service as well as following his own inclina-
tion and talents. Though he became a statesman instead, he
was all his life a voluminous and capable writer of prose and
verse. When he returned to the United States in 1801, his
Harvard friend Joseph Dennie was just starting the brightest
and most important magazine of the new century. In pursuit of
his chosen career, Adams became one of the chief contributors
to The Port Folio during its first year.

Joseph Dennie, bohemian, bibulous, a wit, a dandy, an Anglo-
phile, a reactionary, a writer of sharp and polished prose, was
called the “American Addison.” Usually described as the second
professional man of letters in America, he had already edited the
Tablet in Boston and the Farmer’s Weekly Musewm in Walpole,
New Hampshire, for which he wrote his characteristic “Lay

28
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Preacher” essays. Coming to Philadelphia first as a clerk to
Timothy Pickering, who was then Secretary of State, he was
soon one of the most colorful and most skillful magazine editors
of his time.

J. T. Buckingham, later editor of The New-England Maga-
zine, who had been a boy in Walpole during Dennie’s editorship
of the Farmer's Weekly Museum, described him as slipping
along Chestnut Street in Philadelphia to the Port Folio office
“in a pea-green coat, white vest, nankeen small-clothes, white
silk stockings and pumps, fastened with silver buckles which
covered at least half the foot from the instep to the toe.” A
determined individualist, perverse from the start—he had been
rusticated from Harvard where he had studiously read every-
thing he could find except the books assigned by his instruc-
tors—Dennie defiantly, perhaps artfully, for the flattery must
have been irresistible, addressed his prospectus of The Port
Folio to one class of readers only. It was, in large type, “Sub-
mitted to Men of Affluence, Men of Liberality, and Men of
Letters.” The brilliant literary weekly that he put out was a
success from its first issue of January 3, 1801. Most of that
first issue was written by two men, John Quincy Adams and the
colorful Joseph Dennie himself.

Adams’ Tour Through Silesia, afterward printed as a book
in two volumes, ran through most of 1801. The first Port Folio
also carried Adams’ version of the thirteenth satire of Juvenal.
Dennie’s essays began in the first number with the first of a
series called “An Author’s Evenings” (from the shop of
Messrs. Colon and Spondee) ; these were reviews and criticism
with lengthy selections culled from his wide reading. During
1801 he began again with his “Lay Preacher” essays and
with another series, “The Farrago,” all satirical and witty
essays modeled after Addison and Goldsmith. There was a
theatrical review but no political article in the first issue of
The Port Folio. There were many political articles in succeed-
ing numbers.
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Dennie stated that one reason for founding his magazine was
to combat revolutionary doctrines. He believed and said that
the separation of the Colonies from England was a historical
mistake. He was soon attacking President Jefferson, especially
his literary pretensions, in almost every issue. The Declaration
of Independence, he wrote, was filled with mistakes of gram-
mar and diction. It was a ‘““false and flatulent and foolish
paper.” In April, 1803, he declared in The Port Folio that
democratic government itself was a mistake. Out of it could
come only “civil war, desolation, and anarchy.” As a result of
this attack, Dennie was indicted on July 4 of the same year
for seditious libel. Brilliantly defended by Joseph Hopkinson,
he was acquitted in December, and Oliver Oldschool, Esq., as
Dennie editorially called himself, went on with his attack. Most
things American were bad; all things English were good. Next
to Jefferson he seems most to have detested Noah Webster,
whose effrontery in Americanizing the English language in
his dictionary he saw as blasphemous—*. . . let then the pro-
jected volume of foul and unclean things bear his own Chris-
tian name and be called NOAH’S ARK!” Dennie would have
none of the Republic of letters. It was the Monarchy of letters
to Oliver Oldschool, Esq. For their apparent lack of convictions,
he would have despised many modern editors.

But there was more to this editor and more to his magazine
than the prejudices and idiosyncrasies of Joseph Dennie. He
made The Port Folio a force in American letters, an urbane
magazine for an urbane and literate audience. He abused the
freedom of the press in his political articles, but, as John
Quincy Adams said in his epitaph, which is all but illegible now
on Dennie’s monument in the churchyard of St. Peter’s in Phila-
delphia, “he contributed to chasten the morals, and to refine the
taste of this nation.” He made the magazine in this country the
equal of similar productions in England at the time, and edu-
cated the most cultured section of the American public to look
to magazines for the best writing of the day. He made the mag-
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azine an educational as well as a political force, gave it form,
finish, variety, and literary excellence.

The Port Folio, well printed, well leaded, as readable and
entertaining today as when its Saturday numbers appeared,
published essays, travel articles, scholarly criticism of classical,
English, and American writing, biographies of English authors
and statesmen and of eminent Americans, much original poetry,
and letters to Mr. Oldschool. At the bottom of the third column
on page eight of each of the weekly eight-page issues the epi-
gram was a regular feature,' and there were jokes, often
risqué, in most numbers. The whole was well issued and well
edited.

Dennie’s own ironic style set the tone of his magazine. His
“Lay Preacher” essay in the third number of 1801 was “A Les-
son for Loungers.” In it, writing as though he lived in Queen
Anne’s London, he advised: “If a coffee room be crowded,
endeavour to fix yourself in a corner at the table, in such a
manner that you prevent anyone from passing you to get
seated on any other part of the bench; or, if that cannot con-
veniently be done, put one or both your legs, at full length upon
the seat, lean back, whistle or pick your teeth. This will shew
your consequence.”’

In 1804, there was much by and about Tom Moore who,
visiting the United States after leaving his Bermuda post as

! Typical :
“Says a parson to Tipsey, ‘I'm shocked at the sight,
So often your spirits are sinking;
In riot and folly so much you delight,
And still take such pleasure in drinking.’

“Says Tipsey to Parson, ‘I'll puzzle you quick,
Of this paradox shew me the merits;

Gin now is so cheap, that though sometimes I'm sick,
I'm gayest when full of low spirits.”

And, from the issue of March 13, 1802: “A gentleman, informed by a bill on
a window of a house that apartments were to let, knocked at the door, and,
attended by a pretty female took a survey of the premises. Pray, my dear,
said he smiling, are you to be let with the lodgings ?—No, replied the Fille de
Chambre with vivacity, but I am to be let alone.”
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Admiralty registrar, spent much time with Dennie and his
coterie of Philadelphia wits. There was also one issue in which
a black rule bordered every column on every page. “This
paper,” rcad a notice on the front page, “is consecrated to the
Memorial of Alexander Hamilton.” In it Dennie, the Federal-
ist, published all the Burr-Hamilton correspondence which led
to the Weehawken duel, the full text of the funeral oration at
Trinity Church in New York, a letter from Bishop Benjamin
Moore, and all of the various newspaper tributes to Hamilton.

Contributions to The Port Folio were signed only with such
pseudonyms as Amicus, Crito, Lucius Crassus, or with initials.
Anonymity was the common magazine practice; the concept
of the “name” writer had not yet arrived. Most of Dennie’s
contributors were members of the convivial Tuesday Club.
These were university graduates, wits, FFederalists, all of them
men with literary tastes and abilities who met most often at
the home of Joseph Hopkinson, author of “Hail Columbia,”
at Fourth and Chestnut Streets in Philadelphia. Prominent in
the group, which Albert H. Smyth lists in The Philadelphia
Magazines and Their Contributors, 1741-1850, were Charles
Brockden Brown, Hopkinson, Thomas Cadwalader, Richard
Rush, Philip Hamilton, Samuel Ewing, John Dorsey, Charles
J. Ingersoll, William Meredith, and Thomas I. Wharton. Out-
of-town contributors in Boston and New York included Royall
Tyler, J. S. J. Gardner, Condy Raquet, Alexander Wilson,
Thomas Fessenden, and William Dunlap, portrait painter,
novelist, playwright, and biographer of Charles Brockden
Brown.

But it was the lively Dennie himself who gave the weekly
issue of The Port Folio from 1801 to 1809 its characteristic
dash and brightness. His “To Readers and Correspondents”
was always brisk and to the point. “We must earnestly caution
our correspondents against prolixity a deadly sin. It is for the
interest of all who wish to contribute to the Port Folio to be as
succinct and brief as possible,” he wrote in an early issue.
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The first issue of The Pert Folio, the finest American magazine of the
early nineteenth century, opened with Journal of a Tour Through Silesia
by John Quincy Adams.
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“Write it in English” was repeated Dennie advice. Using the
technique of the modern semanticist, he translated the Consti-
tution into what he considered clear, logical English. In May,
1801, Oliver Oldschool took his public to task for its lack of
interest in political affairs. “We regret that we have had such
imperfect assistance in the political department of the Port
Folio. We had confidently expected more from principals. It is
to be deplored that such supineness continues, that such a politi-
cal palsy deadens the better half of our countrymen.”

Dennie had started with a large circulation of 2,000. It
mounted steadily, but in December, 1803, he was forced to
write the type of appeal that all editors had to use in the days
before advertising, when magazines were entirely dependent
upon their income from subscriptions to continue publishing :

To SUBSCRIBERS

In the course of the current and ensuing month every jour-
nalist has a right to remind his readers, that his claims must be
cancelled. The Editor of the Port Folio has, for three years,
conducted the miscellany, with an assiduity of labor, which de-
serves its stipulated price, and with a liberality of expense for
the establishment that calls for a candid consideration. For
some time his subscription list has been augmenting, and the
circulation of his paper widens every week. But he is obliged to
add that applications for his journal are, at some seasons, more
frequent than payments, and that, though many are considerate
and punctual, others are negligent.

The Port Folio, the best American magazine of its time and
fascinating to read now, became a quieter monthly in 1809.
Dennie died in 1812 at the age of forty-four. One of his
assistants, Nicholas Biddle, later president of the Bank of
the United States, succeeded him and made the magazine
more and more a literary review. Politics were excluded
now, and The Port Folio became patriotic in tone during
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the War of 1812. Biddle, who remained as editor only two
years, was succeeded by others, and The Port Folio lasted until
1827.

The truth of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s remark that an insti-
tution is but the lengthened shadow of a man is well illustrated
by Joseph Dennic and The Port Folio, and throughout the
whole story of American magazines. There is a corollary. A
strong editor, even a strongly wrongheaded editor, has usually
meant a strong and influential magazine; whereas intelligent
editors of moderate views and no firm opinions have often pro-
duced colorless and comparatively ineffective magazines. Maga-
zines have sickened and declined, sometimes disappeared, when
an editor with a strongly marked character has been succeeded
by someone as capable but not as distinct. The Atlantic
Monthly has had a remarkable succession of able editors, but
the magazine assumed a different character under such editors
as James Russell Lowell, James T. Fields, William Dean
Howells, Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Horace Scudder, Bliss Perry,
and Ellery Sedgwick. Propriety and dullness almost accom-
plished its extinction at the beginning of this century. Such
disparate individuals and editors as Sarah Josepha Hale of
Godey's, S. S. McClure of McClure’s, Harold Ross of The New
Yorker, and Henry Luce of Time and Life are other cases in
point.

There were other magazines and magazine editors contempo-
rary with Joseph Dennie and his Port Folio. One, edited by a
Port Folio contributor, is of interest for the stature of its
editor and for his distinctive conception of what a magazine
should be.

Charles Brockden Brown is always called the first profes-
sional man of letters in America, as he was the first to devote
himself wholly to writing as a profession. Born in Philadel-
phia in 1771, he had his first writing published in the Colum-
bian Magazine in August, 1789. He studied law, but went to
New York where he undertook the then risky experiment of
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earning his living by authorship. In rapid succession he pro-
duced five sentimental melodramas, important now because
their author used American scenes and characters for the first
time in native American fiction. The novels were Wieland
(1798), Arthur Mervyn (1799), Ormond (1799), Edgar
Huntley (1799), and Clara Howard (1801). In 1803, Brown
returned to Philadelphia where he founded the Literary Maga-
zine and American Register.

In the very long prospectus which filled the first three pages
of this magazine’s first issue, September, 1803, Brown said that
he had gathered a group of friends who possessed literary
talents and that, as editor, “my province shall be to hold the
mirror up so as to assemble all their wit in its verge, and
reflect them on the public in such manner as to warm and
enlighten.” Many magazines, he knew, had been started, had
run for a number of issues, then had disappeared. This was
not always because of lack of public interest and support.
“. . . The public is always eager to encourage one who devotes
himself to their rational amusement.” Magazines disappeared
usually because “‘those who managed the publication have com-
monly either changed their principles, remitted their zeal, or
voluntarily relinquished their trade, or last of all, and like other
men, have died.”

Enlightenment and rational amusement were, then, prime
purposes of a magazine. The magazine would also offer varied
fare. The editor, Brown wrote, “will not forget that a work
which solicits the attention of many readers, must build its
claim on the variety as well as copiousness of its contents.”
The Literary Magazine and American Register would specu-
late and comment on foreign affairs, merely record domestic
matters. It would contain materials from the newest foreign
publications, but it would pay particular attention to American
writing. “As to domestic publications, besides extracting from
them anything serviceable to the public, he will give a critical
account of them, and in this respect, make his work an Ameri-
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can Review, in which the history of our native literature shall
be carefully detailed.” Magazines were intent, from the found-
ing of the United States, on developing and encouraging a
native literature. Brown thus echoed a general magazine edi-
torial concept which he shared and supported. Brown was also
careful to point out one significant distinction between the
magazine and the newspaper. Each month he would give the
foreign and domestic news, but in magazine not in newspaper
fashion. The Literary Magazine and Awmerican Register would
handle “in a precise and systematic order, that intelligence
which the common newspapers communicate in a vague and
indiscriminate way.” The magazine, he realized, has the time
to judge and to comment on the news.

The Port Folio was still appearing, but Brown’s Literary
Magazine and American Register had disappeared and a flood
of new weekly and monthly magazines had been started when,
on August 4, 1821, the first issuc of The Saturday Evening
Post to bear that name was published in the office once occupied
by Benjamin Franklin behind 53 Market Street, Philadelphia.?
The rechristened paper, edited by Thomas Cottrell Clarke and
printed once a week on “a large royal sheet” folded to make
four pages, was published by Atkinson & Alexander on Market
Street “four doors below Second, where Subscriptions and
Advertisements will be thankfully received.” The cost of a
year’s subscription was a modest two dollars—contrasting to
six dollars for the Port Folio—but the editors prudently made
a condition that half the sum was payable in advance.

The issues of The Saturday Evening Post in 1821 contained
essays, poetry, obituaries, a “Moral and Religious Column,” a
department called “The Ladies’ Friend” which offered verse and

3 The Pennsylvania Gaszette had become the Pennsylvania Gagette and
Weekly Advertiser in 1779, The name was changed again in 1821 because
there were too many papers with the name “gazette” in circulation. These
included the Franklin Gazette, published by Franklin’s grandson, Richard
Bache; the Philadelphia Gazette ; the National Gazette ; and the United States
Gagzette, This derivation, claimed by the magazine’s publisher, has been
disputed.
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articles deemed particularly appropriate to feminine taste,
marine intelligence, editorials, an “Almanack,” and news. The
first issues ran two columns of short advertisements on the
front page, two columns on the back, and a scattering of adver-
tisements and notices on the inside pages. By 1822 poetry,
both moral and sentimental, had replaced the advertisements on
the front page, while page four was almost solid advertising.
By the 1830’s, The Saturday Evening Post was a larger and
better periodical, more magazine and less newspaper, though
the legend spread as a banner underneath the logotype read:
“A Family Newspaper, Devoted to Literature, Morality, Sci-
ence, News, Agriculture and Amusement.” 3 It was still a four-
page sheet, but seven columns wide and illustrated. The
subscription price in 1833 was “$2.50, if paid during the
year; $2.00 if paid in advance; $3.00 if not paid during the
year.”

The Post quickly became, and remained for the next forty
years, one of the most important weeklies in the United States.
The issue of April 2, 1836, carried one of William Cullen Bry-
ant’s poems, “The Legend,” on the front page. Edgar Allan
Poe wrote his famous “The Black Cat” for its pages. Harriet
Beecher Stowe, James Fenimore Cooper, Bayard Taylor, N. P.
Willis, Emerson, James Russell Lowell, and Hawthorne were
Post authors, Circulation before the Civil War mounted to an
impressive 90,000. Other literary journals, The Saturday
News, the Saturday Bulletin, and the Saturday Chronicle, were
merged with the magazine. Among its early editors were

3 By 1848, when it was one of the strongest weeklies of the day, The Satur-
day Evening Post described itself as “Neutral in Politics; Devoted to Gen-
eral News, Literature, Science, Morality, Agriculture, and Amusement.”
During the year a different order of importance was recognized; morality
came first and business was included. Beginning with the issue of March 4,
1848, the legend read: “Devoted to Morality, Pure Literature, Foreign and
Domestic News, Agriculture, The Commercial Interests, Science, Art and
Amusement.” By 1874, the Post was simply “The Great Family Paper for
Half a Century.” In 1889, the magazine described itself as “The Great Pio-
neer Family Paper of America.”
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Benjamin Mathias, Charles J. Peterson, Rufus W. Griswold,*
H. Hastings Weld, and Henry Peterson.

Only three years after The Saturday Evening Post title was
adopted, magazines had become so numerous in the United
States that a writer in the Cincinnati Literary Gazette was
moved to express his amazement in verse:

“This is the age of Magazines
Even Skeptics must confess it:
Where is the town of much renown
That has not one to bless it ?”

Magazines were numerous, and they were read. Emanating
from Philadelphia, until past the middle of the century the un-
disputed “magazine city,” they were read eagerly by a busy
people concerned necessarily with the practical problems of
agriculture, commerce, industry, and geographical expansion.
Readers looked to magazines for information, for news and
intelligent comment on the news, for guidance in their political
thinking, and for entertainment.

The Port Folio, intellectual, satirical, almost wholly literary
and political in content, appealed to the educated and cultured.
The less aristocratic Saturday Ewvening Post and the other
weeklies and monthlies of its kind undertook and accomplished
a different service for a far wider audience. Their pages were
devoted to a wide range of subjects—to any and every subject
conceivably of interest to their readers, and almost everything
was. Unlike the intellectual reviews, their purpose was not
critical but educational in the widest sense. They popularized
art and literature, instructed in matters of morals, manners,

4 Rufus Griswold was the most important of these men, He became edi-
tor, 1842-1843, of the splendid Graham’s Magazine, of which Charles J.
Peterson and Poe had also been editors. He later edited the International
Magazine in New York which, in 1852, was merged into Harper’s Magasine.
His greatest service to American letters was in compiling and editing the first
important anthologies of American writing: Poets and Poetry of America
(1842) and The Prose Writers of America (1847). Charles Peterson in 1842
founded, in imitation of Godey’s, the very popular Peterson’s Magazine which
lasted until 1898.
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and taste. There were no public libraries in the United States
of the 1820’s and 1830’s. The country’s few colleges along the
Eastern seaboard were for the very few. Even ordinary school-
ing, when obtainable, was limited in scope. Magazines served
as schools and mentors, as instructors and advisers, for those
who could obtain and read a copy.

News and analysis of the news were, as they are today, im-
portant features of these magazincs. Newspapers were local
only in their circulation. Books, less common then than now,
were read by comparatively few. The magazine had become,
as the Pennsylvama Gazette originally described itself, the
“universal instructor.”

Europe was experiencing in the 1820’s the liberal impulses
that were to result in England in the Reform Bill of 1832.
Greece was struggling toward nationalism. In Germany and
the Ttalian Peninsula were already apparent the stirrings of lib-
eral thought that were to culminate in the revolutions of 1848.
The Industrial Revolution was beginning to make itself felt in
England. In English poetry this was the Romantic period of
Wordsworth—disapproved by Joseph Dennie for his revolution-
ary and democratic tastes, but admired as a poet—Coleridge,
Byron, Shelley, and Keats. America’s was still a primarily
agrarian economy, with commerce brisk but industry hardly be-
ginning to expand toward a dominant position. Rough Jack-
sonian democracy displaced aristocratic federalism and the
milder Jeffersonian democracy when Andrew Jackson became
President in 1828.

All the ferment in Europe, all the events and tendencies in
political, social, and economic life in the early nationalistic
period of the United States, were reported directly to its people
in the magazines. The magazines did more. Editors of both
the intellectual and the popular magazines resented the imputa-
tions, more often the loud declarations, of European, particu-
larly English, writers and travelers that the United States was
a barbaric region whose people were devoid of culture, taste,
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intelligence, or any semblance of good manners. Determined
to give the lie to such English magazine writers as Sidney
Smith, who had expressed his scorn of American writing, and
to such travelers in the United States as Mrs. Frances Trollope
whose Domestic Manners of the Americans (1832) was merely
the most notorious of many such attacks, they filled their maga-
zines with didactic and sentimental verse ® and with essays de-
signed to improve the taste of their readers as well as to incul-
cate approved morals and manners.

“Neutral in politics” as was The Saturday Evening Post, it
and its contemporaries could leave factional disputes to the
newspapers while they carried out their more fundamental
informational and educational programs. They could offer,
too, in quantity and quality, what the newspaper medium could
not supply—entertainment. They were the great and, for a
great part of the population, the sole source of literate entertain-
ment. Their verse, humor, lighter essays, and tales were
directed at the little leisure that Americans had in the first part
of the nineteenth century. It was because of these accomplish-
ments that the “dean of American magazine editors,” Henry
Mills Alden, editor of Harper's Magazine from 1869 to 1919,
could say: “Periodical literature has done more for the Ameri-
can people than for any other. It had a considerable develop-
ment before there was an American literature, meeting the intel-
lectual nceds of a sturdy race which, while its energies were
engaged in the solution of difficult practical problems . . . was
yet intelligent and keenly curious.” ®

By the mid-1830’s, magazines were a dominating force in
American life. Edgar Allan Poe, magazine editor and maga-
zine writer all his life, wrote in Marginalia No. XXV :

The whole tendency of the age is Magazineward. The mag-
azine in the end will be the most influential of all departments

51t must be remembered that poetry was the popular literary form. The
novel was still fairly new. The short story had not been developed.

8 Henry Mills Alden, Magazine Writing and the New Literature (New
York: Harper & Bros., 1908), p. 49.
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of letters. . . . In a few years its importance will be found to
have increased in geometrical ratio.

We now demand the light artillery of the intellect; we need
the curt, the condensed, the readily diffused—in place of the
verbose, the detailed, the voluminous, the inaccessible. On the
other hand, the lightness of the artillery should not degenerate
into pop-gunnery—by which term we may designate the charac-
ter of the greater portion of the newspaper press—their sole
legitimate object being the discussion of ephemeral matters in
an ephemeral way.

Examination of several other magazines founded between
1800 and the Civil War may help to validate Poe’s opinion and
prophecy.



Chapter 4

EARLY GENERAL MAGAZINES AS A LITERARY
AND CRUSADING FORCE

CHARLES Francis Apams, son of John Quincy Adams,
graduated from Harvard, spent three years in Washington
while his father was President, studied law in the Boston office
of Daniel Webster, then turned to writing. Like his father, he
wrote for the magazines, publishing articles on American his-
tory in The North American Review. He later edited the ten-
volume Works of John Adams, wrote a sound biography of his
grandfather, and edited the unique letters of his unique grand-
mother, Abigail Adams, and the very important Memoirs of
John Quincy Adams. He published other writing, but his great-
est service was as a capable minister to Great Britain during the
Civil War, when his diplomacy prevented recognition of the
South by England and stopped Britain’s supplying ironclad
vessels to the South. One son, Henry Adams, served as his sec-
retary in London. Another son, three years older, a second
Charles Francis Adams, served as colonel of a regiment of
Negro cavalry and emerged from the war a brevet brigadier
general. When at the close of the war the two young Adamses
looked about for a place to start their war-interrupted careers,
it was to magazines that both turned, and they turned first to
the same North American Review which had published their
father’s first efforts.

John Gorham Palfrey, its editor, suggested that Henry
Adams write for the North American an article on Captain John
Smith’s relations with Pocahontas. It appeared in 1867, and
the future historian of the administrations of Jefferson and

44
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Madison, the autobiographer whose Education of Henry Adams
has become an American classic, was pleased because “for fifty
years the North American Review had been the stage coach
which carried literary Bostonians to such distinctions as they
had achieved.” He was soon writing more North American
articles and articles for the powerful English magazines.
Within a few years Henry Adams became the editor of the
North American, which he was proud to be able to describe as
“the first literary power in America.”

His brother, another Charles Francis Adams, was also suc-
cessful in his own magazine venture. After separation from the
army, he considered various occupations, selected what he
thought the most important activity of his day, and started to
make his place in it by writing an article on railroads for the
North American. He wrote more articles on railroads, and in
July, 1869, his “Chapter of Erie” appeared in the North Ameri-
can. That same month, largely because of his magazine articles,
the Massachusetts Railroad Commission was formed, and he
was appointed one of the commissioners, later its chairman.
The Massachusetts Commission, as Henry Cabot Lodge points
out in the Memorial Address prefixed to Charles Francis
Adams’ Autobiography, was the first effective railroad com-
mission. It served as a model for the system of similar com-
missions adopted by other states and eventually culminated in
the Interstate Commerce Commission.

The North American Review started the two outstanding
members of the fourth generation of the Adams family on their
important careers. It is indicative of the force of this magazine
that two such men could use it as a vehicle for their ideas, and
that the articles which one of them published in it had a
deep political and economic effect at a time when direction
and regulation of railroad enterprise in this country were badly
needed.

The North American Review, one of the longest-lived and
most distinguished of American magazines, was founded in
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1815 with the deliberate purpose of achieving greater national
scope than any previous American magazine. Never a popular
magazine, it was largely a literary, historical, and critical re-
view from the time of its founding until it ceased publication
in 1939. Though national in editorial coverage, it was a paro-
chial Boston-Harvard magazine in the early days of its great-
ness, but this was hardly a handicap when that small part of
New England could provide as contributors all the great names
in American literature. It never had a large circulation, but
soon after its founding it became, and continued to be, through-
out its existence, a publication of real power and influence be-
cause it was read and studied by the leading men of the country.
Poets, historians, scholars, said what they had to say in the
North American, which thus made “the best that has been said
and thought” available to those who affected the thinking of
their fellows.

A roster of North American contributors would include
almost every good American writer from Bryant, Longfellow,
Emerson, and Irving through Mark Twain; historians such as
Parkman, Motley, and Prescott; critics from E. P. Whipple
almost to the present; such novelists as Henry James and Wil-
liam Dean Howells; public men from John Adams himself, who
wrote for the North American in 1817, to Theodore Roose-
velt and Charles G. Dawes. Editors of the North Awmerican
included William Tudor, the first editor, who was assisted by
Edward Tyrell Channing and Richard Henry Dana; Jared
Sparks, Edward Everett, James Russell Lowell, Charles Eliot
Norton, Henry Adams (1870-1877), Henry Cabot Lodge, and
Colonel George Harvey.

A major purpose of William Tudor, and one that prevailed
in many minds at the time, was to free the United States of
literary dependence on England. During its best years, or until
about 1878 when the magazine moved to New York and tried
for a brightness of a kind it never quite attained, the North
American did perhaps more than any other magazine of its time



Graham's was notable for its pioneer use of fine illustrations. This Sartain
engraving, after Landseer's "Return from Hawking," appeared in
April, 1842,
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to implement what Emerson described in 1837 as our “Intellec-
tual Declaration of Independence.”

Neither The Knickerbocker in New York nor Graham’s in
Philadelphia was started with such lofty aims or written with
such high intents. Both were meant primarily to be readable,
and they were. They were addressed not to the intelligentsia but
to the entire literate public. They were bright, alert, diversified,
and Grahaw’s in particular pointed the direction that general
popular magazines were to take.

The Knickerbocker, 4s its name indicates, was peculiarly of
New York, and a list of its leading contributors emphasizes that
it was essentially a New York magazine. As the North Amer-
ican was doing for New England and the Atlantic was to do
later, it brought to an appreciative public the best writers of
what is now generally called the Knickerbocker school. There
were occasional contributors from New England, but Irving,
Cooper, Paulding, Halleck, Sands, Verplanck, were its charac-
teristic writers. Charles Fenno Hoffman was the first editor of
the Kwnickerbocker when it was founded in 1833. Its most
famous and its best editor was the genial Lewis Gaylord Clark.
Through his Philadelphia brother, Willis Gaylord Clark, such
Philadelphia writers as Richard Rush, William Dunlap, and
William E. Burton were brought into the Kuickerbocker fold.
The most prominent of the New England contributors were
Hawthorne, Whittier, Holmes, and Longfellow. One Clark
innovation marked the extension of the magazines’ field of
interest. In 1846 The Knickerbocker ran serially Francis Park-
man’s The Oregon Trail. Clark published other western writers
and western copy, western humor, a series of H. R. Schoolcraft
on the Lake Superior region, and stories of the West, including
some by the incredible Ned Buntline.?

! Ned Buntline, whose real name was Edward Zane Carroll Judson,
hunted and trapped in the Far West, was a founder of the Know-Nothing
party, the leader of the Astor Place riots against the British actor Macready

in 1849, and impressario for Buffalo Bill. One of the inventors of the dime
novel, he wrote some 400 of them.
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Graham’s Magazine was in oblique fashion an offshoot of
The Saturday Evening Post. Samuel C. Atkinson and Charles
Alexander in 1826 began to publish from the Post offices a
monthly magazine called the Casket. Some of the stories in its
early issues were merely reprinted from the Post. In 1839
George R. Graham of the Post bought the Casket, combined it
with Burton’s Gentleman’s Magazine, which he bought the same
year, and issued the first Graham’s Magazine in 1840, when he
also became part owner of the Post.

Graham hired good editors. At various times his staff in-
cluded Edgar Allan Poe, Rufus Wilmot Griswold, and Bayard
Taylor in addition to those already mentioned. He made it his
practice to pay contributors well and in this way obtained some
of the best works of Longfellow, Lowell, Poe, Bryant, Cooper,
R. H. Dana, J. K. Paulding, and other “name” writers. Where
magazine contributions had been anonymous in the earlier mag-
azines, and the ultra-conservative periodicals like the North
American were not printing authors’ names until late in the
nineteenth century, Graham in his magazine inaugurated to-
day’s practice of advertising the names of famous writers on
the front cover.

Graham made another important departure in magazine
publication by stressing the use of illustrations. By employing
John Sartain ? to work exclusively for Graham’s he made pic-
torial illustration a distinctive feature of American magazines.
Magazines had carried a few illustrations before this time, but
often these were merely reprints from plates already used in
other publications. A Sartain mezzotint and a fashion plate—
published in competition with those already being issued by
Godey’s Lady's Book—appeared in every issue of Graham's

% London-born John Sartain was one of the best-known painters and en-
gravers of his time. After the failure of Graham in 1848 he purchased the
Union Magasine and established Sartain’s Union Magazine of Literature and
Art in Philadelphia. It ran only until 1852, but published notable writing,
including Thoreau’s Ktaadn and Poe’s “The Bells,” and his important critical
writing, “The Poetic Principle.”
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and other engravers brought their work to Graham’s. It was
these illustrations which were in large part responsible for the
popularity and wide circulation which Graham’s achieved.

Still another reason for the success of Graham’s was the
appeal of its astute publisher to women readers. The fashion
plates and other illustrations of domestic scenes were part of
this appeal. So were the sentimental love stories which Gra-
haw’s ran. It published material from the pens of well-known
women writers of the time: Mrs. Scba Smith, Mrs. Frances
Osgood, Mrs. Ann Stephens, and others. There was, of course,
the poetry of Mrs. Lydia Huntley Sigourney; the sentimental
poetry of the omnipresent Mrs. Sigourney appeared in almost
every magazine of the mid-nineteenth century. These features,
though some of them disgusted Poe, brought Graham’s its
feminine audience. Its short stories, particularly those of Poe,
its criticism by Griswold and Poe, its essays by Nathaniel
Parker Willis, Bayard Taylor, and similar writers, its verse by
the established poets of the day, gave the magazine substance
and quality. By 1842, Graham could claim a circulation of
40,000, no mean circulation when the population of the entire
country was only 17,000,000, when facilities for shipping maga-
zines were inadequate, and when the price of a magazine was a
much larger part of a subscriber’s income than it is today.

The January, 1842, issue of Graham’s Lady’s and Gentle-
man's Magazine, as its title read in that year, was a typical
Graham’s, handsomely printed and illustrated. Its contents
were varied, interesting, and highly readable. The hand-colored
fashion plate with which each issue began was followed by a
beautiful Sartain engraving, “The Shepherd’s Love,” as the
illustration for a story by R. H. Dana. There were also, in
order, “Goblet of Life” by Longfellow, a sonnet by Thomas
Noon Talfourd, and “Highland Beauty,” a story in camp by
“Oliver Oldfellow,” with an engraving of the Scottish beauty
herself by E. T. Parris. There were pages more of poetry by
Park Benjamin, Lowell, Louis Fitzgerald Tasistro, George
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Morris, Lydia H. Sigourney, and “Lines Written on a Por-
trait of William Henry Harrison” by Mrs. Amelia B. Welby.
Stories and prose sketches appeared in profusion: “The Snow
Storm,” by Jeremy Short, Esq.; “Dreams of Land and Sea” by
Dr. Reynell Coats; “The False Ladye” by “The Author of ‘The
Britishers,” ‘Cromwell,” Etc.”; a nautical story, “Harry Caven-
dish,” by “The Author of ‘Cruising in the Last War,’ “The
Reefer of 76, Etc., Etc.”; and “Cousin Agatha” by Mrs.
Emma C. Embury.

The most entertaining feature article in this issue was
“An Appendix of Autographs” by Poe. In it Poe analyzed the
signatures, reproduced in facsimile, of Charles Sprague, Cor-
nelius Mathews, Horace Greeley, Charles Fenno Hoffman,
Prosper M. Wetmore, Epes Sargent, Oliver Wendell Holmes,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, and a dozen others. From the hand-
writing of each he deduced—quite a feat even for Poe—a sen-
tence or two descriptive of the man’s character and a sharp
critical estimate of his writing. Under the reproduction of
Emerson’s signature, Poe’s dislike of the New England writers
was, of course, notorious, he wrote :

Mr. Ralph Waldo Emerson belongs to a class of gentleman
with whom we have no patience whatever—the mystics for
mysticism’s sake. . . . His present role seems to be out-Carlyl-
ing Carlyle. . . . His MS is bad, sprawling, illegible, irregular
—although sufficiently bold. The latter trait may be, and no
doubt is, only a portion of his general affectation.

The serial which started in this January issue was “The
Daughters of Dr. Byles, A Sketch of Reality” by Miss Leslie.
Ann S. Stephens contributed a short story, “The Two Dukes.”
Preceding five pages of well-written book reviews, evidently by
Poe, who was literary editor, came another Graham’s monthly
feature, an inset of sheet music. This one was a ballad, “Thy
Name Was Once a Magic Spell.” It was presented as written
by the Hon. Mrs. Norton and “‘as sung by Mr. Dempster.”
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In June, 1842, Graham’s cover listed George R. Graham and
Rufus W. Griswold as editors and the following, divided by
sex, as “‘principal contributors”: William Cullen Bryant, James
Fenimore Cooper, R. H. Dana, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,
Charles Fenno Hoffman, Theodore S. Fay, J. H. Moncure,
Mrs. Emma C. Embury, Mrs. Seba Smith, Mrs. “Mary
Clavers,” Mrs. E. F. Ellet, Mrs. Ann S. Stephens, Mrs. Frances
Osgood. Though Lowell was not listed among the principal
contributors, his poems appeared often during the year. Any
magazine could well be proud of such a list of authors.

Graham’s Magazine came to its end not through its own
fault but because Graham invested heavily in newspaper ven-
tures and in other speculations, and lost control of the magazine
in 1848. Before its demise, under other hands, in 1852, it had
suffered badly, American magazines and, consequently, Amer-
ican letters all suffered, by the policy of Harper's Magazine of
reprinting English writing. As no international copyright laws
were in force until 1891, it could do this with impunity, print-
ing for an eager American audience the most popular English
work almost as soon as it appeared in England.

A recurrent advertisement in The Saturday Evening Post at
this time and similar advertisements had run in the Post before
1848 and were to run for many more years, was one which
began:

To the Ladies of the United States. It being now conceded that
Gopey’s Lapy’s Book

Stands at the Head of American Magazines, it becomes the
duty of the publisher to show what amount of reading, and how
many embellishments she will receive for $3. . . . The color-
ing of our Fashion Plates—we say nothing of the Flowers and
Cottages, costs us over

$2,000 in One Year.

To omit this is certainly a savings, but is it just to subscribers?
Is it honorable? We cannot practice such a deception! . . .
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The advertisement continued for another four inches of small
type. Chatty, entertaining, persuasive, it extolled the beauty,
the elegance, the virtue, the wonder of one of the most famous
of all American magazines. It was signed, as were all such
advertisements, by L. A. Godey himself.

In the opinion of Fred L. Pattee, a pioneer historian of Amer-
ican literature, the era of the magazine can be said to have begun
with Godey's Lady’s Book which, founded in 1830, three years
before The Knickerbocker and ten before Grahaw's, ran almost
to the end of the nineteenth century. Godey's, like the fat and
happy little man who owned it and like Mrs. Sarah Josepha
Hale, the stalwart feminist from Boston, who edited it from 1837
to 1877, was marvelous. Far removed from the academic and
often arid North American of the 1830’s and 1840’s, but lacking
the brilliance and charm of Graham’s or the alertness and read-
ableness of The Kuickerbocker, the popular Godey's Lady’s
Book under the militant Sarah Josepha Hale ® had more real in-
fluence on American life than any of these basically superior
magazines.

Though Godey’s was directed entirely to women, Graham’s
and many lesser magazines imitated many of its features.
Godey's became an American institution in the nineteenth cen-
tury. It affected the manners, morals, tastes, fashions in clothes,
homes, and diet of generations of American readers. It did much
to form the American woman’s idea of what she was like, how
she should act, and how she should insist that she be treated.
Godey’s had no interest in political matters or in intellectual sub-
jects. It published nothing of either. It published Emerson,
Longfellow, Hawthorne, Simms, and some of Poe’s critical writ-
ing, but their contributions were not the most important Godey’s

3 In softer poetic mood she wrote an American classic:

“Mary had a little lamb;
Its fleece was white as snow;
And everywhere that Mary went
The lamb was sure to go.”
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features. T. S. Arthur* was a more characteristic Godey’s
writer than Hawthorne. More characteristic than even Arthur
were the admired women writers of the day! Mrs. Sigourney,
Miss Leslie, Mrs. Stephens, Mrs. Seba Smith, Harriet Beecher
Stowe, and hordes of other women writers whose names no one
would recognize today.

Fashions first, then moral stories, elegant tales of the chaste
and the pure which were meant to instruct as well as to enter-
tain, sentimental, didactic, and moral verse were the Hale-Godey
staples. Much of the verse and more of the fiction reads like
drivel now, but they must have been adored in their day, for
Godey claimed a circulation of 25,000 in 1839—which might
well mean 100,000 readers—and his magazine reached a circu-
lation of 100,000 before the Civil War.

Besides fashions, shown in black-and-white line drawings
and engravings as well as in the justly famous hand-colored
plates, fiction, and feminine verse, Godey's published recipes,
embroidery patterns and instructions, beauty and health hints,
and elaborate illustrations—“embellishments,” as both Gra-
ham’s and Godey's called them. Its appeal was both practical
and acsthetic. Small wonder that Louis Godey could claim in
the Post advertisement that his magazine stood at the head of
American magazines at the time. In popular acceptance and
influence it did.

In 1848, T. S. Arthur, “Grace Greenwood” (Sarah Jane
Lippincott), William Gilmore Simms, and Longfellow were
prominent in Godey’s along with the usual run of “female scrib-
blers,” as Hawthorne called them. “Hints on Equestrianism for
the Fair Sex” ran as an illustrated feature through several
issues. Every issue contained—a feature developed by the
Ladies’ Home Journal a half century later—complete plans and

4T, S. Arthur was a very popular magazine writer of the mid-century.
He wrote in most of the Philadelphia magazines, including The Saturday
Evening Post and Graham’s as well as Godey’s. Of his almost 100 moral
tales and tracts only one is now generally remembered: “Ten Nights in a
Barroom and What I Saw There” (1854).
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illustrations for a model cottage, together with prices of mate-
rials needed in its construction. Only one advertisement seems
to have been run during the year. This was a full-page adver-
tisement for The Saturday Evening Post, run perhaps as an
exchange for the Godey’s advertisement which the Post
carried.®

Mrs. Hale’s influence was apparent through all of Godey’s.
It was her tastes and her ideas of what was or was not proper
material to be spread before the eyes of American womanhood
that determined the magazine’s contents. A strong editor, she
made her magazine a distinct force in American life, just as she
and Godey made it a remarkable publishing success. Mrs. Hale
campaigned for the recognition of women writers. Before her
time women had either used masculine pseudonyms or initials or
had hidden coyly behind anonymity. She had them boldly sign
their names. She insisted on the simple and familiar as against
the foreign and extravagant fiction. She introduced Harriet
Beecher Stowe, who was still an unknown writer. She advo-
cated educational opportunities and physical exercise for
women. She argued in Godey’s for national recognition of
Thanksgiving Day until Lincoln proclaimed it on October 20,
1864.

Godey's Lady’s Book lasted until almost the end of the nine-
teenth century, vanishing finally in 1898. Mrs. Hale gave up its
editorship in 1877, two years before her death, and Louis A.
Godey died in 1878. By 1883, when the Ladies’ Home Journal
was founded, the magazine had deteriorated. Its illustrations
were crude, its makeup ugly, the quality of its paper bad. It
featured “Gothic Country Houses,” incredible monstrosities,

8 The Post was described as “Always in Advance! Truly a Mammoth
Sheet!” A portion of the advertisement headed “Our Contributors” read:
“Our original contributors are the AUTHORS OF AMERICA. We always
hold ourselves ready to purchase articles offered to us at a price proportionate
to their merits. But authors whose writings are of a ridiculously exaggerated
and immoral character may save themselves and us the trouble of sending
them for examination. The Post is a family paper—and no article not calcu-
lated to enter the family circle can be admitted to its columns.”



Godey's Lady's Book, famous for its hand-colored fashion plates and the

rest of its ornate 'embellishments,”" deeply influenced feminine taste,
dress, and manners. - ; ,
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This advertisement for The Saturday Evening Post, "the very pearl of
literary weeklies,"” ran, with minor variations, in Godey's Lady's Book
and other magazines in the 1840's.
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instead of cottages, and there were several pages of small ad-
vertisements in the back of cach issue; but despite these changes
it was still functioning distinctively as Godey’s.

Godey’s, with Grahaw’s, Sartain’s, and Peterson’s, main-
tained Philadelphia as the center of successful popular-magazine
publishing. In the face of this competition from Philadelphia
there was doubt in 1850 whether another popular magazine,
Harper’s, could be successfully established in New York. Har-
per’s Monthly, founded in 1850, and The Atlantic Monthly,
founded in 1857, both of them still current, were important and
powerful magazines in the second half of the nineteenth cen-
tury, but those which have just been discussed were the maga-
zines which exerted the most marked influence in the 1830’s and
the 1840’s. Other magazines which were distinctive and cffec-
tive during the early nineteenth century include The Southern
Literary Messenger, The Dial, The United States Magazine
and Democratic Review, and The Youth's Companion. The
Southern Literary Messenger, founded in 1834, is important
both because Poe was its editor from 1835 to 1837, and because
of the literature, most of it by Southern authors, which first
appeared in its pages. The Dial, 1840-1844, edited by Margaret
Fuller, Thoreau, and Emerson, will always be fascinating to the
student of American letters for its association with Concord
and transcendentalism. The United States Magazine and Demo-
cratic Review, a favorite magazine of Andrew Jackson’s, pub-
lished many of Hawthorne's early tales. The Youth’s Com-
panion,® founded in 1827, delighted millions of avid youthful

readers for more than a hundred years before it disappeared in
1929,

¢ Founded in Boston by Nathaniel Willis, father of N. P. Willis, The
Youth’s Companion was first intended to amuse and instruct children. Under
Daniel Sharp Ford, who purchased it in 1857 and ran it until his death in
1899, it was made a magazine for adults as well. Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Gladstone, Kipling, Tennyson, Whittier, Hardy, William Henry Huxley,
James Bryce, Jules Verne, Jack London, Hamlin Garland and T. B. Aldrich
all wrote for the Companion which at one time had the largest circulation
(about half a million) of any American magazine.
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The newspapers of the 1830’s and 1840’s were filled with
bitter political disputes. They gave the news, but in news col-
umns as well as in editorials they spent much of their energy and
space in acrimonious party attack, shrill dispute, and violent
abuse. Even the better newspapers, though in 1842 Charles
Dickens exempted them from his bitter condemnation of what
he saw as America’s “licentious press,” * were continuously and
rancorously involved in party controversy. Dickens seems not
to have looked at magazines while he was here for six months
of that year, except the Lowell Offering, published by girl em-
ployees of the Lowell, Massachusetts, textile factories, and this
he saw as a social phenomenon rather than as a magazine. Had
he looked, he might have had more hope for American democ-
racy and American culture.

The North American Review performed well the function
for which it was intended. It provided a vehicle for the expres-
sion of critical literary thought and its dissemination to the
comparatively restricted audience which could appreciate the
ideas expressed. It provided magazine publication for poetry,
fiction, travel, history, biography, economics, political science,
and other scholarly writing. It compared favorably with the
English quarterlics and reviews of the time.

The Kuickerbocker and the Philadelphia magazines reached
far wider audiences with less erudite materials and more popu-
lar writers, though often they brought to the general public the
same great literary figures who appeared in the North American
before a more select group of readers.® This was part of the

7 Though he praised some things American, Dickens in his American
Notes (1842) attacked slavery, using a profusion of newspaper accounts of
cruelty and maltreatment to prove his point, criticized American manners,
emphasized the lack of cleanliness and sanitation he found here, and saw the
position of letters as hopeless because of American preoccupation with trade.
Dickens, who had suffered great financial loss through pirating of his work,
was incensed by the lack of adequate international copyright laws.

81t is of interest to note that many North .lmerican writers, a number of
them the founders of The Atlantic Monthly and its chief contributors during its
first greatness, were, before that, contributors to the popular magazines.
Bryant, Poe, Hawthorne, and Emerson all appeared in the early Saturday
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distinct service which these magazines rendered. It was cer-
tainly a part of the educational force which they exerted.

There were general magazines now for the classes and the
masses. Magazines were beginning to cover the field. Though
by modern standards they were small, the circulations, particu-
larly of Godey’s, Graham's and The Saturday Evening Post,
were large for the time, and circulation is a primary index of a
periodical’s strength. The contents of a magazine may give it
great potential influence on the lives of the individual and the
group, but with only a limited audience its actual persuasiveness
may be nil.

Literary matter predominated in the magazines of the 1840’s
and 1850’s. This was the period of the greatest development of
a native American literature, and American magazines aided
greatly in its growth. It is not improbable that the prose writ-
ings of Emerson and the verses of Longfellow have had as much
to do with forming American character and ethical concepts as
the more technical psychological and sociological articles in
twentieth-century magazines.

These magazines also brought information, intelligent dis-
cussion, and entertainment into the home. They provided in
verse and in stories what Dickens said in his Admerican Notes:
“The stern utilitarian joys of trade” in the United States made
impossible “cheerful recreation and wholesome fancies” to a
people who needed them in almost direct proportion to their
immersion in the more practical problems of building a nation.
The criticism of Dickens and of other travelers from Europe
and its older civilization are in themselves enough to show just
how vital was the service of the magazines in spreading aware-
ness of manners, morals, taste, and a mild “culture” throughout
the States. The superior illustrations in Graham’s not only

Evening Post. Emerson, Holmes, Longfellow, Lowell, and Bryant were all
published in Graham’s and, most of them, in Godey’s. Poe, of course, died
before the Atlantic was founded. It is doubtful that, given his literary senti-
ments and his animosities, he would ever have been an Atlantic contributor.
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aided in the success of that impressive magazine, but also made
Americans conscious of better art than they had been accus-
tomed to see in newspapers, other magazines, or even in most
books of the time. They foreshadowed the increased use of
illustrations in magazines that reached full development in the
late nineteenth century and appeared anew in the pictorial maga-
zines founded in the mid-1930’s.

Godey’s early campaigns for education for women, for child
welfare, and for national recognition of Thanksgiving made
people aware of the importance of the subjects and brought
eventual results. Such campaigns were a portent of magazine
crusades, such as those carried on by Harper's Weekly, by Ed-
ward Bok in the later Ladies’ Home Journal of the 1890’s and
the early 1900’s, and by the muckrakers in McClure’s Maga-
zine, which brought about important social reforms in American
life.



Chapter 5
EMERGENCE OF THE MAGAZINE JOURNALIST

HORACE GreeLEY and Henry David Thoreau met in 1843
when Thoreau spent a yecar on Staten Island as tutor to the
sons of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s brother, William FEmerson.
Greeley, acting virtually as the younger man’s literary agent,
helped Thoreau to place his manuscripts with Graham’s, Put-
nam’s, the Union Magazine, and other periodicals. After Thor-
eau had returned to his beloved Concord the powerful editor of
the The New-York Tribune wrote him shrewdly:

This is the best kind of advertisement for you. Though you
may write with an angel’s pen yet your work will have no mer-
cantile value unless you are known as an author. Emerson
would be twice as well known if he had written for the maga-
zines a little just to let common people know of his existence.l

Horace Greeley, one of the great journalistic figures of the
nineteenth century, knew what he was talking about when he
urged Thoreau to write for the magazines. 1le himself had been
a magazine cditor and publisher before he established the
Tribune. In 1834, with Park Benjamin, Rufus Wilmot Gris-
wold, and Henry J. Raymond, later editor of the New York
Times, as his assistants, he had established the New-Yorker,
“a weekly journal of literature, politics, statistics, and general
intelligence.” It was the New-Yorker which first gave Greeley
his wide reputation. Strongly attached to the magazine, Greeley

! Ergerson had written more for the magazines than Greeley realized. He
was editing The Dial at this time and was to help found the Atlantic in

1857, but Greeley evidently was talking of magazines with a wide general
circulation.

63



64 MAGAZINES IN THE UNITED STATES

continued to edit it even while he edited the Whig papers, the
Jeffersonian and the Log Cabin, for Thurlow Weed and Wil-
liam H. Seward. In 1841, the New-Yorker became the weekly
edition of the Tribune.

For such writers as Lowell, Hawthorne, Cooper, Irving, and
those others now recognized as classic American authors, the
magazines provided just the service which Greeley indicated
they would render for Thorcau. They offered an attractive
vehicle for their work, extended and added to their reputations,
and provided financial means of subsistence. Magazines were
also beginning to develop a class of writers who were facile and
deft, and who possessed a light touch and a sense of the drama-
tic and the timely that fitted the particular nceds of periodical
publication and matched the writing skills of the men and
women themselves.

Poe invented the term ‘“‘magazinist’—‘“magazine writer”
would be a modern cquivalent—to describe one of them. As
Professor Pattee has pointed out, Poe himself was eminently a
“magazinist.” e traveled from city to city, Richmond, New
York, Philadelphia, as his work for this or that magazine took
him to one and then another. Almost everything he wrote, short
stories, verse, critical articles, was written for the magazines.
It was for magazines that he, with Hawthorne, developed the
peculiarly American form of short fiction characterized by its
conciseness, plot, and single action, a form cssentially different
from the earlier simple tale and later known as the short story.
Rufus Wilmot Griswold, anthologist and critic, developed his
distinctive editorial and literary talents for the magazines with
which he was connected—the New-Yorker, The Saturday Eve-
ning Post, Grahawm's, and the others.

The writer whom Poe described as the very type of the mag-
azinist was the exciting and romantic Nathaniel Parker Willis,
a great and glamorous journalistic and literary figure in the last
century. Willis was hailed as a leading American poet while
still a Yale undergraduate. By the time he was twenty-three he
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had established in Boston his own magazine, the American
Monthly Magazine. Before long, already known as a fluent and
graceful writer of prose as well as verse, he was in New York
helping Samuel Woodworth, author of “The Old Oaken
Bucket,” to edit the New York Mirror. The Mirror daringly
sent Willis abroad as its foreign correspondent. The letters
which Willis sent back to the Mirror during his five years of
travel were compiled into Pencillings by the Way (1844) and
made him one of the best-known American men of letters
abroad. When, clegant, assured, and famous, he returned to the
United States in 1840, he commanded the highest prices paid by
Godey’s and the other magazines. Graham's paid Willis eleven
dollars a page and Poe only four or five dollars. Willis in his
best years is said to have had a magazine income of several
thousand dollars, while his many books of verse, short stories,
and travel sketches, almost all of them compilations of his mag-
azine work, brought him additional sums. Willis, a prolific and
successful magazine writer, forerunner of such other magazine
correspondents as Richard Harding Davis, though his only war
reporting was from Washington during the Civil War for the
Homie Journal > was greatly admired in his generation both by
the literati and the public. Oliver Wendell Holmes in a much-
quoted passage recalled the twenty-five-year-old Willis: “young

. and already famous . . . he was tall; his hair, of light
brown color, waved in luxuriant abundance. . . . He was
something between a remembrance of Count D’Orsay and an
anticipation of Oscar Wilde.” When Willis was in England,
only the intervention of seconds prevented a duel with Captain
Marryat, the nautical novelist, following a dispute caused by
Willis’ alleged indiscretions in some of his published magazine
reports. Later he was involved in the divorce trial of the Shake-
spearean actor Edwin Forrest.

2 The Home Journal, which Willis and George Pope Morris founded in
1846 as an elegant magazine which would be an arbiter of culture in the
United States, became Town and Country and is still a luxury-class magazine,
In 1946 it celebrated its centennial with a 350-page issue.
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Bayard Taylor, an equally brilliant figure in the magazine
world of the last century, got his start when in 1844 The Satur-
day Evening Post and the United States Gazette advanced him
money for travel letters he was to send back for publication.
Taylor, who was then only nineteen, but who, like Willis, had
early shown his ability as a writer, spent two years abroad.
After travel in England, Scotland, Germany, France, he re-
turned to the United States and in 1846 published his Views
A-Foot. He became a staff member of the New York Tribune
and, in 1849, was sent by Greeley to cover the California Gold
Rush; Eldorado resulted in 1850. Taylor soon became the most
famous American world traveler of his day, and most of the
accounts of his travels in Europe, including Russia, and in
Syria, Turkey, China, and Africa saw magazine publication
before they were put into book form. Later Taylor, who was a
facile poet as well as a writer of travel sketches and of fiction,
held a number of diplomatic posts. He was minister to Ger-
many when, still in his carly fifties, he died in 1878,

Poe, Griswold, Willis, and Taylor are only examples of the
best known among the host of characteristic writers developed
by the advancing and developing magazines of the middle years
of the last century. The competent, adequate to mediocre, maga-
zine writers of our day are their professional descendants. The
magazines were a natural outlet too for the major American
writers of this period. Godey’s and Graham’s, as already noted,
published the works of many of them. After The Atlantic
Monthly was founded in 1857, they had still another periodical
vehicle for their literary productions.

The Atlantic paid Thoreau $198 for his “Chesuncook,”
thirty-three pages at the rate of six dollars a page. It was the
most money Thoreau had ever earned by publication of his
writing in a magazine. Until the publication of The Scarlet
Letter in 1850, what little income Hawthorne received outside
his salary from the various political jobs obtained for him by
his Bowdoin classmate Franklin Pierce came from the maga-
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zines and the Christmas annuals. His Legends of the Province
House, for example, was first published in The United States
Magazine and Democratic Review. This magazine, edited by
the colorful John L. O’Sullivan, who had founded it in 1837,
also published writings of Poe, Whitman, Bryant, Epes Sargent,
and Paulding. Many of Hawthorne’s other short tales appeared
in the Token, the gift book which S. G. Goodrich published in
Boston.

The close connection between the magazines and the best
writers of this time is shown by the number of these writers
who, at one period or another in their careers, were magazine
editors as well as contributors. Poe’s magazine alliances have
been described. In 1836 the shy Hawthorne emerged from his
seclusion in Salem to edit the American Magazine of Useful and
Entertaining Knowledge. Thorcau and Margaret Fuller were,
with Emerson, Dial editors. One of James Russcll Lowell’s first
literary ventures was to found and edit the short-lived Pioneer.
A few ycars later Lowell was a contributing editor of the Na-
tional Anti-Slavery Standard. He was the first editor of The
Atlantic Monthly and then the editor of The North American
Review.

The magazines published the works of other, less notable,
writers. Even the Atlantic was not solely the province of the
Concord and Cambridge writers of the New England group. Tt
printed Bayard Taylor as well as Longfellow, Holmes, Emer-
son, and the others. The magazines had their T. S. Arthurs and
their Fanny Ferns, and Lydia Sigourney, the almost indecently
prolific poetess, was a more popular and better-known magazine
writer than Emerson. The articulate magazine journalist, able
to turn a ready pen from subject to subject and to write com-
petently about most of them, was active and admired in this
period. It is doubtful that Emerson’s essays and poems, Haw-
thorne’s stories, or the longer novels of William Dean Howells,
for example, would be accepted by any of the popular magazines
today; but N. P. Willis and Bayard Taylor, if they were alive
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now, with their flair for the timely and their skill in the manu-
facture of salable copy, probably would turn from the romantic
and write articles on economics with an international slant—or
international articles with an economic slant—and almost cer-
tainly would be feature writers in our best-paying magazines.
That there were both types of writers in the magazines then,
as there are now, was recognized at the time. Boston alone in
1860 had nearly 150 periodicals, about one third of them
described by a contemporary writer as “legitimate magazines.”
In April of that year The Atlantic Monthly said proudly :
Among us . . . the magazine-writer, as he existed in the last
century [the pamphleteer and the penny-a-liner] has left few, if
any representatives. He is fading silently away into a forgotten
antiquity ; his works are not on the publishers’ counters,—they
linger only among the dust and cobwebs of old libraries, list-
lessly thumbed by the exploring reader or occasionally consulted
by the curious antiquary. His place is occupied by those who in
the multiplication of books, the diffusion of information, and the
general alteration of public taste, manners, and habits, though
revolving in a similar orbit, move on quite another plane,—who
have found in the pages of the periodicals a theatre of special
activity, a way to the instruction and entertainment of the
many ; and though much of what is produced may bear . . . a
character more or less ephemeral, we arc sometimes presented
also with the carlier blossoms and the fresher odors of a rich
and perennial growth of genius, everywhere known and ac-
knowledged, in the realms of belles-lettres, philosophy, and sci-
ence, crowded here as in a nursery, to be soon transplanted to
other and better abodes.

The language is a trifle elegant for twentieth-century taste,
but the points are clear. The many magazines of the mid-nine-
teenth century were achieving what have been twin magazine
objectives from the start: providing information and entertain-
ment for many people. Their contents were vastly superior to
those of American magazines a century earlier. Much of the
writing was merely the ephemeral work of competent hacks and
journalists, but some was the best writing of a splendid period in
American literary history.



Chapter 6
MAGAZINES AND THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

'_.[-II{E MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY in the United States was a
time of ferment. The political liberalism sweeping Europe,
largely as a result of the revolutions in America and France,
brought their repercussions in American life, and after the
1848 revolutions in Germany, Italy, and France, hordes of immi-
grants came to swell the rapidly mounting population of this
country and to aid in its westward expansion and industrial
growth. Three million immigrants entered the United States
in the ten years from 1845 to 1855.

New means of transportation, the steamboat, the great
canals, the railroads, and new means of communication—the
telegraph in 1844, and the steam-driven printing press in 1847
—were speeding the tempo of American life. The development
of power machinery in the mills of New England, the invention
of the sewing machine in 1844, the opening of new markets in
the West by the railroads, and in the Far East by treaty with
China in 1844 and Perry’s persuasion of Japan a decade later,
were emphasizing the change-over from an agrarian to an indus-
trial economy which gathered new impetus between the admin-
istrations of Jackson and Lincoln. In 1850 the annual value of
the products of American factories was for the first time greater
than the value of agricultural products.

Paradoxically, even improvements in agricultural imple-
ments and machinery hastened the advance of industrialism.
The McCormick reaper, first patented in 1831, freed men from
Northern fields to work in the factories—as later it freed men
to fight in the Union armies. At tne same time that industry
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was gaining strength and power in the North, the Southern
cotton crop was year by year increasing in importance in the
world market and in monetary value, reaching $105,000,000 in
1850. The very success of both the factories and the plantations
widened the sectional split between the industrial North and the
agrarian South. One needed and fought for a high protective
tariff ; the other fought as bitterly for the low tariff that would
favor its position as a seller of raw materials and an importer
of manufactured articles. And as the value of cotton rose, the
value of the slaves who produced it rose steadily.

New and revolutionary ideas in science, ideas that were to
culminate in Sir Charles Lyell’s Principles of Geology (1830—
1833) and in Charles Darwin’s The Origin of Species (1859)
were changing men's social and political, as well as their
religious, ideas.! In 1847 the American Association for the
Advancement of Science was formed in Boston, and in the same
year Louis Agassiz left Prussia to begin his scientific work at
Harvard.

There were more political ideas seething in the mid-nine-
teenth century than the Whigs and Democrats dreamed of.
Horace Greeley opened the columns of The New York Tribune
to Karl Marx. Greeley had already avowed his own interest in
Fourierism and socialism. Emerson and his fellow transcen-
dentalists, whom Greeley admired, had tried at Brook Farm to
put their idealistic socialism into practice in what was mercly the
most famous of numerous community experiments.

There were other ideas and ideals in swirling circulation.
There was agitation for more education. Public school educa-
tion, through the efforts of such leaders as Horace Mann and
Henry Barnard, was already widespread and spreading further.
Between 1819 and 1850, fifteen state universities were founded.
The cries of Sarah Josepha Hale in Godey’s and of others who

! Darwin stated that the two most intelligent reviews of the Origin of
Species were published in American periodicals; one in The North American
Review, the other in The New York Times.
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demanded more education for women were being answered.
Mary Lyon’s Female Seminary, the first woman’s institution of
collegiate rank, was opened in South Hadley, Massachusetts, in
1837. Oberlin College was opened in Ohio as a coeducational
college in 1833. The University of Towa admitted women in
1858. There was agitation for temperance, for greater advan-
tages for labor, for religious reform, diet reform, for dozens of
other movements, some of them valid, some mere fads. Emer-
son, shrewd practical thinker as well as mystic and idealist, upon
whom most reformers of the time seem to have descended with
demands for his support, saw the swirling scene as populated
with “madmen and women, men with beards, Dunkers, Muggle-
tonians, Come-outers, Groaners, Agrarians, Seventh-Day Bap-
tists, Quakers, Abolitionists, Unitarians, and Philosophers.”

The imperialistic ambitions of the country, stirred by “mani-
fest destiny,” helped to bring on the Mexican War, and added
California and vast territories—now Arizona, Utah, and New
Mexico—to the United States in 1848. Texas had already been
annexed in 1845. The discovery of gold in California in 1848
added to the general excitement and posed new problems. In the
single year of 1849 some 80,000 immigrants landed in Cali-
fornia.

This was hardly the Federalist United States of Joseph Den-
nie and The Port Folio. The “common man” of Jackson's time
was becoming literate and articulate. Magazines by the score,
most of them short-lived, sprang up to defend the opinions of
one group or attack those of another. Frank Luther Mott,
using various sources, estimates that there were about a hun-
dred magazines other than newspapers in 1827. The census of
1850 enumcrated 214 monthlies, semi-monthlies, and quarter-
lies, and 1,902 weeklies. Mott further estimates that 2,500
periodicals, not including newspapers, were issued, some for only
a short time, others for several years, between 1850 and 1865.
The growing urbanization brought about by industrialism was
putting more and more people within the reach of magazines.
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These new magazines, brought into being as the result of social
change, were the implements of more change.

There were still no truly national general magazines. Had
there been, it is at least possible that their discussions of vital
issues might have aided in the peaceful solution of sectional
differences which even in the 1830’s and 1840’s were threaten-
ing the democratic experiment in America. South Carolina
threatened secession as early as 1832. Compromise after com-
promise on the slavery issue was to prove ineffective for morc
than a few years or months, War seemed imminent when, after
the Clay-Webster-Calhoun debates, the Compromise of 1850
was reached. Slavery was the basic issue underlying the politi-
cal, economic, and sectional dispute; and on this issue the
influence of the magazines was strong.

In 1831, a year before the threatened secession of South
Carolina, William Lloyd Garrison, using borrowed type on a
hand press set up in a mean back room in Boston, issued the
first number of The Liberator. Like Wendell Phillips, Garri-
son was a complete and determined abolitionist who had no
patience with compromise of any kind, who would not coun-
tenance the gradual emancipation by political methods favored
by more conservative anti-slavery advocates. He stood radically
and unequivocally for the immediate and complete abolition of
slavery, no matter what the political result for the country. In
the first number of The Liberator he wrote: “I am in earnest—
I will not equivocate—I will not excuse—I will not retreat a
single inch—and I will be heard.” Insistent, undaunted even
when Georgia advertised a reward for the arrest and conviction
of its editor who was mobbed on the streets of Boston, harsh,
violent, even abusive, The Liberator for thirty-five years fought
slavery with every weapon it could find or devise. In January,
1865, Garrison declined a twenty-third term as president of the
American Anti-Slavery Society. On December 29, 1865, his
great objective having been attained when the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution was ratified, Garrison put the
final issue of The Liberator to bed.
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The cause of abolition claimed the services and devoured
the energies of great writers of the time. Emerson, Thoreau,
Lowell, and Whittier, though more moderate in their views and
temperate in their expression than Garrison in The Liberator,
were as intense in their hatred of slavery. Thoreau is said to
have used his Walden cabin as a station in the Underground
Railway by which slaves were rushed northward to freedom.
Lowell, whose burning interest in abolition was intensified by
the abolitionist fervor of the poet Maria White whom he mar-
ried in 1844, wrote with vehemence and enthusiasm for the
cause. His anti-slavery papers, collected now in two volumes,
were written mostly for the Penusylvania Freeman and for the
National Anti-Slavery Standard, of which he was associate edi-
tor from 1845 to 1850. The Second Series of Lowell’s Biglow
Papers, supporting the North and attacking slavery, ran in the
Atlantic during the war. Lowell, a liberal thinker who was
against tryanny in any form, saw slavery as the worst tyranny
of all. Moral indignation informed his denunciatory
attacks on the institution he and his fellows were determined to
uproot.

The Pennsylvania Freeman was edited in 1838 and 1839 by
John Greenleaf Whittier, the gentle Quaker poet who gave so
much of his life and of his literary talent to the fight against
slavery. The offices of the Freeman were burned to the ground
by a Philadelphia mob while he was its editor. Like Garrison,
who was his friend, he was mobbed when he and George
Thompson, an English lecturer, spoke in Concord, New Hamp-
shire. In 1846 his anti-slavery poecms were collected and printed
as Voices of Freedom, and in 1848 he became contributing edi-
tor of the National Era, which was published as an anti-slavery
paper in Washington. In 1852 the National Era published
serially the one book which is universally acknowledged to have
accomplished more for the cause of abolition—and done more
to provoke the Civil War—than any other anti-slavery writing.
This was Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

There were numerous other anti-slavery magazines: the
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Anti-Slavery Record, the Anti-Slavery Examiner, the Massa-
chusetts Abolitionist, the Emancipator, and the Anti-Slavery
Reporter. Despite violence and threats of violence, depredation,
and even murder, these magazines carried on their unrelenting
warfare against slavery. The Liberator’s presses were de-
stroyed. In 1835 a mob in South Carolina broke into the United
States mails and burned copies of the magazine and effigies of
its editor. The press of the Observer in Alton, Illinois, was
several times smashed by mobs. Attempting to protect a new
press sent him by the Ohio Anti-Slavery Society, its determined
editor, Elijah Lovejoy, an abolitionist of the uncompromising
Garrison type, was shot and killed on the night of November 7,
1837.

Other gencral magazines took a definite, though less radical,
stand against slavery, as did most of the denominational church
magazines. The more conservative anti-slavery position of
some magazines, whose first consideration was preservation of
the Union, was best represented perhaps by The North Ameri-
can Review. Though it condemned slavery on humanitarian
grounds, it deprecated the dangerous clamor of those who de-
manded immediate, unplanned abolition without regard to the
political consequences. In October, 1848, it said: “. . . If any
change takes place, it will be accomplished, not by the declama-
tion and agitation of strangers, but by practical expedients, de-
liberately considered and spontaneously adopted by the public
sentiment and the lawful authority of the States concerned.”

Events were moving too fast, however, for the thoughtful
approach of the more conservative magazines to check the speed
with which the issue was headed for an explosive climax. It
was the fiery exhortations of the abolitionist magazines which
had the greater effect. These certainly aroused and intensified
sectional hatred, incited to violence, worked to bring feelings to
fever pitch that precipitated the final conflict—but contributed
markedly to incalculable social advance,



Chapter 7
INNOVATION AND EXPANSION IN COVERAGE

THE EDITORS and publishers of early general magazines might
look with awe and considerable envy on products of the peri-
odical press today. Successors to Poe, Willis, Taylor, and the
other “magazinists” of the 1840’s have greatly developed the
art of writing articles and stories particularly adapted to maga-
zine publication. Magazine editing as it was developed by such
later editors as Henry Mills Alden, Gertrude Battles Lane,
Ellery Sedgwick, Edward Bok, S. S. McClure, and George
Horace Lorimer, and as practiced today by Henry Luce, Dewitt
Wallace, and their contemporaries has become a far more com-
plicated profession than magazine editing as understood and
deftly practiced by Joseph Dennie, Charles Brockden Brown,
and Sarah Josepha Hale.

The risc of advertising and improvements in printing and in
the reproduction of illustrations were partly responsible for this
advance. Improved methods of distribution also contributed
greatly. Editorial, mechanical, and business skills all combined
to make the national magazine into the medium that today func-
tions to bring simultaneously to readers in all parts of the coun-
try information and opinion that exert their social force in
almost direct ratio to the many millions of people that these
magazines reach weekly and monthly. But the best magazines
of 1850 could list contributors at least as distinguished and
accomplished as those of the best magazines today. As vehicles
for the communication of news, ideas, and entertainment those
magazines were forceful and effective. The vital magazines of
1850 had form and substantial content. Each was possessed of
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its own validity and carried its own emphasis. Singly and as a
group they exerted their strong force in American thought and
American activity. Some of today’s “new” ideas in magazine
publishing were to have their inception at this time, attain full
development before the end of the century, and then practically
disappear before their renascence under different conditions and
with improved editorial and mechanical techniques in the 1920’s
and 1930’s.

Harper's New Monthly Magazine was founded in 1850
purely as a magazine to present a selection of material first pub-
lished in other magazines, both American and foreign. Like the
modern digest-type magazines, Harper’s published little or no
original material.! Its first issue stated that, as the best writers
in every nation were then writing for magazine publication,
and as no one could possibly read all the magazines, I{arper’s
would select and publish a 144-page “monthly compendium of
the periodical publications of the day.” It promised to “transfer
to its pages as rapidly as they may be issued all the continuous
tales of DickENS, BULWER, CroLy, LEVER, WARREN . . .2
It also promised, with the success of Godey’s, Graham’s and

! An important consideration with Harper & Brothers, the book pub-
lishers, in founding the eclectic magazine was that it would serve as an
advertising medium for their books. For many years it refused all other
advertising. George P. Rowell, founder both of the first American News-
paper Directory and of Printers’ Ink, writes in his autobiography, Forty
Years An Advertising Agent (New York: Franklin Publishing Co., 1926) :
“ .. The writer remembers listening with staring eyes, while Fletcher
Harper the younger related that he had that week refused an offer of $18,000
for the use of the last page for a year for an advertisement of the Howe
Sewing Machine.”

2 So normal and financially successful was this practice that N. P. Willis
wrote in the prospectus to the Corsair, a literary weekly which he proposed
at first to call The Pirate, that its editors intended “to take advantage . . .
of the privilege assured us by our piratical law of copyright and, in the name
of American authors (for our own benefit) ‘convey’ to our columns, for the
amusement of our readers, the cream and spirit of everything that ventures
to light in England, France, and Germany.” Quoted by Frank Luther Mott,
A History of American Magaszines, 1741-1850 (Cambridge, Mass. Harvard
University Press, 1938), pp. 356-357. American writers naturally were re-

sex}tful of Harper's initial policy. Later the magazine began to include
original contributions by American authors.
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Petersow’s evidently in mind, that “a carefully prepared Fashion
Plate, and other pictorial illustrations will accompany each
number.” There was the usual “monthly record of current
events.” This feature, which was still running in the late 1880’s,
was edited for some years by Henry J. Raymond, well-known
editor of The New York Times.

At the end of its first half year of publication Harper’s,
which was immediately successful, could reiterate its purpose,
declare its accomplishment, and firmly restate its basic intent :

It was presented in the belief, that it might be the means of
bringing within the reach of the great mass of the American
people, an immense amount of useful and entertaining reading
matter, to which, or account of the great number and expense
of the books and periodicals in which it originally appears, they
have hitherto had no access.

It could boast that it had already achieved a monthly issue of
50,000 copies, with circulation increase still unchecked. The
publishers hoped for a popular circulation “unequalled by that
of any similar periodical ever published in the world.” The
basic appeal of the carly Harper's was the same as the present-
day appeal of the digest magazines, though sclections were not
condensed but usually reprinted in full. Editors were already
envisioning the kind of mass circulation which did not become
a reality until Cyrus Curtis harnessed the force of advertising
to magazines.

Harper’s in 1850 “transferred” to its pages material on ex-
ploration, travel, science, art, on social and domestic life, as
well as poetry and fiction. It drew heavily on the English
magazines, wholesale from Dickens’ Houseworld Words. Other
magazines whose names reappeared continually were the Eclec-
tic Review, Sharpes’ London Magazine, Howitt's Country
Yearbook, Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal, and the Dublin Uni-
versity Magazine. It drew on old and new books as well as on
the magazines. An 1850 serial was Ik Marvel's (Donald G.
Mitchell) best seller, Reveries of a Bachelor, “from a new work
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soon to be issued by Baker & Scribners.” The magazine title
was “A Bachelor’s Reverie.”” The names of Lord Chesterfield,
Harriet Martineau, Southey, Guizot, and Coleridge appeared as
authors during the year, and Leigh Hunt, evidently a favorite
with Harper’s, was represented in almost every issue.

American writers might complain bitterly, and publishers
like Graham might well protest such competition, but Harper’s
did its job of selection well, and the form proved almost as
popular in its time as it is proving in its streamlined counter-
parts today. By expanding and intensifying the range of peri-
odical materials available, Harper's accomplished a distinct serv-
ice for its readers. After the 1850’s it began to publish more
American material but always relied heavily on English fiction.
It published serially Dickens’ Bleak House and Little Dorrit,
Thackeray’s Virginians and The Newcomes, and George Eliot’s
Romola. In January, 1893, at the height of its excellence as a
literary magazine under Henry Mills Alden, it began serial
publication of Du Maurier’s 7T7ilby, one of the most popular
English novels of modern times. With the Trilby text were
reproduced Du Maurier’s original illustrations. Fine illustrating
was by this time a Harper’s tradition, and part of the maga-
zine’s great success was due to the work of its artists. In 1885
and 1886, with Alden as editor, and with George William Cur-
tis in the “Editor’s Easy Chair” and William Dean Howells
occupying the “Editor’s Study”—two famous Harper’s de-
partments—the monthly was running Oliver Goldsmith’s She
Stoops to Conquer with illustrations by Edwin Abbey. Though
most stories and articles were still unsigned even in the 1880’s,
Brander Matthews, Helen Hunt Jackson, Elizabeth Stuart
Phelps, Mary E. Wilkins, James Lane Allen, Thomas Nelson
Page, Charles Dudley Warner, and “Charles Egbert Craddock”
were prominent American contributors in 1885 and 1886. C. S.
Reinhart and later Howard Pyle, A. E. Sterner, and William
T. Smedley were, with Edwin Abbey, among Harper's best-
known artists.



“AH ME! WHEN SHALL 1 MARRY ME™

Edwin Abbey's finely executed illustrations for She Stoops to Congquer

were a leading feature of Harper's New Monthly Magazine for a half-
dozen issues during |886.
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Harper's published Mark Twain and Thomas