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PREFACE.

In bringing out this series of ‘Annotated Telugw.
‘Classics’ the author has in view the desirability of placing
Vernacular (Telugu) instruction in schools and eolleges
on a truly literary basis and render it conducive to the
attainment of that mental discipline which is avowedly
the primary funection of literary studies. Tt is the open con-
vietion of many an expert educationist that vernacular
instruction rightly conceived and conducted can alone
tend to make for scholarship, culture and character which
are, in fact, the worthy aims of what may be styled
liberal education  And it goes without saving thal when
vernacular studies are thrown into the bhack-ground or
-conducted in an aimless and perfunetory fashion, the
realisation of the said ideals must be, as is actually the
ease, but a vain hope. Il we grant this view of the scope
and importance of vernacular studies, the next question
would be how to conduet it so as to vrender it fruitful ol
the noble purposes it is eapable of serving.

In the first place we have to recognise the three-fold
aspect ol linguistie aims: speech, literacy and learning.
The first is a gift of nature to the entire human species,
except those who are born deaf-mutes. The second,
literacy, which amounts to the capacity merely to read
and write is artifieial and ean be attained in a short time
at the elementary stage of school carcer. Obhviouslv these
two acquisitions do not constitute learning or scholarship.
But what counts for learning is the study of literature,
that is, the standard works of respectable wuthors: and
without this study the attainment of the two preceding
faculties cannot make a scholar in the striet sense. Lite-
raey is, of course, a necessary antecedent to learning, bhut
speech has nothing to do with it; for those who study
classical literature for knowledge, culture or mental dis-
cipline attain these ends without speech. We thus see



vi

that the mere ability to speak, read and write cannot lead
to scholarship, and the acquisition of learning depends
upon the study of literature.

The reason for this is not far to seek. Literature is.
the record of a nation’s best thoughts, organised, systema-
tised and erystallised. The mind for its growth requires,
like body, both nourishment and exercise. Mental uou-
rishment must consist of the best, correct, ennobling and
pious thoughts; and the exercise for the mind must con-
sist of a careful and critical study of the thoughts recorded
by the master-minds of a nation. DPsychology tells us
that habits play an important part in settling the ways
of living organisms. If, in the field of physical activities,
the {formation of deep-rooted habits is deemed to he o1
paramount importance, the mental phase of life can be
no exception to this law; and it naturally follows that
the attainment of eculture and formation of character
depend upon the mental habits that are formed in the
individual. To be plain, the character or culture of an
individual depends upon the nature of thoughts which
come to be implanted in his mind by a steady habit of
thinking. [It, therefore, becomes a matter of nceessity for
the attainment of culture and the formation of character
that an adequate study of standard and good vernacular
literature should be made essential to all students from
the beginning of their careers; and no books serve the
purpose so well as the master-picees of vernacular litera-
ture. All this means mental diseipline which is attain-
able by making the mind undergo a course of (raining
which ecalls forth the intellectual effort of the individual
to a remarkable degree. In this connection the recom-
mendations of the Board of Education in England with
regard to the teaching of KEnglish may be noted with
advantage. They say:

‘“Throughout the school course the reading
books used by children should include pieces
pf literary merit.
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(They preseribe such a study from the
age of ten, which takes the Indian
Student to Form I).

‘“‘Literature supplies the enlarged vocabulary
which is the mechanism of enlarged thought;
and for want of which people fall helplessly
on slang, the base coin of language. Pure
English is not only an accomplishment, but
an index to and a formative influence over
character.

‘“The books should be of real merit as litera-
ture. They should be difficult enough to
demand genuine effort from the class. They
should provide the minds with both exercise
and interest,”’

The English school to which we all look for guidance
in educational methods has produced ammotated editions
of almost all the master-pieces ol Knelish literature and
thus enabled both the teaehers and the taught in that
country to pursue the study of their mother-tongue on
recognised lines. Though it is now nearly a century
sinee  Indian education was shaped on western lines we
find no attempt to produce similar annotaied editions ot
the master-pieces in Vernacular literatures—at least so far
as Telugu is concerned. This glaring want accounts for
the praetical impossibility of econdueting vernacular
instruction on strietly literary and scientific lines. This
want goes a good way to account also for the lack of
Iterary taste, insight and culture :m the majority of ove
students. Those that have attained it. if any, torm but
an exception rather than the rule; and if any could turn
out to be men of literary culture, they do so in spite of the
system which cannot claim any credit on their account.
With lack of literary culture in the most impressionable
part of their lives—from the age of 10 to 18—they enter
the college classes where they are confronted with the
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problem of studying English literature. Their command of
English being too meagre for the purpose they resort to
cramming all possible answers to probable questions
and somehow get through the examinations. In this
way matters have come to such a pass that literary
discipline in Indian schools is practically no more
than a name. Hence the necessity for placing verna-
cular instruetion on a strietly literary and scientific basis.
So it is the author’s humble ambition to supply this want
by furnishing both the téachers and the taught with a
model work indicating the lines to be followed in making
a critical study of the eclassics in the vernacular, so as to
enable the mass of students to attain those faculties which
form the quintessence of a truly liberal education

The annotations furnished in the book follow the
Western lines comprising notes, characterisation and other
noteworthy features to he deduced trom the piece chosen.
In addition, it is found disirable to add a section of ecriti-
cism on oriental lines commonly known as Takshanam
(0% ) on  which we find so many treatigses in
Sanskrit, some being translated also into Telugu. A study
of these treatises brings to light some distinctive features
of oriental eriticism which are worth noting. These latter
eonsist in judging of literature from an ethical standpoint
If we remember the distinetion of ‘natural’ and ‘normative’
made by logicians in the field of sciences and extend it io
literatures we can fairly draw a distinction between litera-
tures which are natural and those which are normative.
Just as natural seiences give us a true deseription of nature
as it is, natural literatures may bhe taken to be those which
give us a faithful portraiture of the world as it is.  Simn-
larly, just as normative sciences, such as Ethies, deseribe
how the world ought to be, a normative literature is one
which tends to mould the character, purify the mind and
elevate it by furnishing it with whatever is noble and
pious. This point is dealt with in seme defail in the
seetion  on Lakshanam (pp. 124—140) a perusal o7
which will justify the statement. The definition of a
Kavyam as given by oriental writers on rhetorie presumes
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that it should tend to make for reputation, to achieve the
four-fold purpose of life, to give worldliness, to remove
whatever is undesirable, to cause instantaneous delight and
finally to teach good morals. This gives us a clear idea of
what oriental scholars look upon as a master-piece of litera-
ture. Besides the positive aspect defined above they say:
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which means that unless a work gives an account of the
best men it must be rejected. If we apply this test to lite-
rary productions we will be in a position to differentiate
between what are really ennobling and those that are not.

This is the criterion on which the oriental erities have
emphasized in judging of literary productions; and those
works alone which stood this test have survived and come
down to us not only to benefit and ennoble the nation but
also to win for themselves the title of ‘“Sacred Books of the
East’’ and elicit the admiration of all the advanced coun-
tries of the world. Such works as the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata have stood this test and form the rich legacy
which we have received from our ancestors and of which
every Indian must feel proud. If such a literature is to he
fully utilised by way of enriching and ennobling the
minds of the youth in the country on the lines of a eivilisa-
tion and culture which India has built up in her own
magnificent way, it becomes a matter of urgent necessity
that literary master-pieces [rom our Sacred Books should
form the systematie study of the youth in the country and
that in a manner and on lines that would render the
study fruitiul of the noble purposes they are meant to
serve. Tt may, thercfore, be confidently asserted that
while eritieal btudv on western lines tends to the attain-
ment of literary and ecritical faculty, that on oriental lines
leads to the formation of character and the attainment of
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that culture which is the pride of Indian literature. I‘or
this reason the author is induced to present in the work
the two-fold criticism in different sections.  Thus the
attempt proves to be a combination of the merits of the
East and the West in the matter of a literary and eritical
study of the master-pieces in the vernacular.

It is a well-known fact that without suitable Text
Books in the field it is idle to expect instruction to proceed
on the right lines; and, therefore, the author has taken
upon himself the task of bringing out this series in ihe
hope that the educationists in the country would iake
it for what it is worth and give the attempt such encourage-
ment as, in their estimate, it deserves.

Nobody is better aware of the short-comings of the
work than my humble self; and T anxiously look for sug-
gestions from my learned friends in the country by way
of correcting, moditying or improving the work: and a:
such suggestions will be gratefully received and duly con-
sidered in bringing out the second edition of the work as
well as in producing the other books in the series.

I owe my thanks to several of my friends who rendered
me valuable help in bringing out this book and in going
through the manuseripts.

Vizianagaram, Ch. V. JOGA RAO.
2-7-"26,
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