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PRERAGE,
to
The Secret of Rajasuya
By
Pendyala Venkata Subrahmanya Sastry

Mr. Pendyala Venkata Subrahmanya Sastry
needs no introduction to the scholarly public of
the Andhra Desa. His deep and extensive know-
ledge of the entire range of our ancient literature-
Vedas, Brahmunas, Upanishads, Itihasas and®
Puranas—, his critical acumen and fearless spirit
of enquiry, have already been illustrated by one
of the best books on the higher criticism of the
Mahabharata ever published, whether in the
Kuropean or the I[ndian languagos. 1t is a mark
of the frank and truthful nature of Mr. Subrahma-
nya Sastry that he does not claim originality of
conception for his great book. I'ho following trans-
lation of the first paragraph ol a letter which he
addressed to me on tho L0th April 1937 is highly
tllustrative of tho generosity of the Sastry:

“Arya! The lecturo you delivered on the
Mahabharata in the Gokhale Hall some time
ago has boen the seed which entered the field
of my heart and grew into the Mahabharata
Charitra. In the same way, the points you
mentianed to me during a visit of mine which,
I paid to you has instigated me to go once
again into Vedic literature and to write a
similar book of interpretation, the Secret of
Rajasuya. Your suggestions were only guid-
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ing threads; naturally they could not be expect-
ed to be fully explorative of the whole field ™

Such an appraising of a fellow-worker’s
contribution is a rare and rcfreshing feature in
literature and only an author sure of his own
well-founded greatness could be so ungrudingly
generous.

It was about the year 1922 that the hypothe-
sis, developed into a theory in this book, first
crossed my mind. It so happened that a great
grammarian, Mr. Vajjhula China Sitaramnaswami
Sastrulu, a profound and cminent scholar in Sans-
krit as well, paid mo the houour of a visit while
I was staying at Nellore. [ discussed the theory
with him and told him that [ was sure that there
would be texis in the Brahmanas and in the litera-
ture earlier than the Brahmanas bearing on my
theory, which would in all probability confirm the
rather daring ‘and unorthodox interpretation that
alone appeared to fit tho facts. Mr. China Sitara-
maswami Sastry was kind enouzh to look up the
texts and sent me a few confirmatory extracts, but
owing to various causss, whicih nead not be
expressed here, there the matter stopped.

. During my retirement {rom public life,
Mr* Pendyala Venkata Subrhmanya Sastry ho-
noured me with a visit at Chittoor 1936 January.
Knowing fron a careful and diligent study
of his epoch-making Mahabhrata Charitra
what a supromely compet :nt higher critic, compa-
rable to Dr. Syama Sastry of Mysore, we had in
Mr. Sybrahmanya Sastry, T dissyssed my theory
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of Rajasuya with him. Mr. Sastry is very old.
But I know of no one who catches intellectual fire
so quickly and blazes forth so abundantly. Hardly

had I finished stating my general view, when he
was there accepting it and developing it much
farther than I ever imagined it could go, and
fortifying it with texts, quotations, analogies and
further illustrations, at which T was completely
astounded. In the result, this book, which now
goes out to the world, both as illumination and
challenge, has been produced.

We had a certain amount of correspondence
on this subject and the following extract from a
letter which [ wrote to him on the 15th Apil 1937
summarises my position completely.

“As regards what you say about Rajasuya,
I have already, as mentioned in your letter, initia-
ted you into my theory, which evidently you are
going to uphold, as a result of the scholarly and
critical researches you arc pursuing.

I may summaris¢ my general views as
follows:

(1) There were human sacrifices in ancient
times. But all human sacrifices were not Rajasuya
sacrifices. Rajasuya is a specinl varicty of human
sacrifice. In the Sauti Parva is montioned the
case of a King who had one hundred wives and an
only son. This one son was sacrificed, and he got
in exchange one hundred sons, one by each wife.
This is a variety of Putrakameshti. Jarasandha
used to sacrifice kings to the gods. The ancient
Grecks also were good at this game, though not so
lavish,
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In the Sanskrit Maha Bharata are mentioned
many kinds of sacrifices, and, apparently, they ate
the flesh of the animals sa~rificed. Later as
you find in the Asvamedha Parva, they inhaled
the smell of the flesh flung into the sacrd tire
and this I take to be a reform effected under
Buddhist, Jain or other later influences. Ilun the
Asvamedha Parva, cariously eaough, there is a
beautiful episode decrying the cruel Vedic sacri-
fices and eulogising the virtue of self-sacrifice in
the modern Ahimsa sense of the term, obviously
inspired by Buddhism.

(2) Rajasuya is a special variety of human
sacrifice in which, I think, the killing of a king
was the essential ritual. Its intention was to pro-
claim the suzerainty or Chaikravarthithva of the
king performing it. It was a symbolic way — a
very gruesome anl effective symbol - of declaring
that the Emperor was Pasupathi and tht the othor
kings were Pasus — sacrificial or other animals-
relatively to the Suzerain,

Now a king must be brought there either as a
prisoner or you must catch hold of one of the kings
present as an invited guest, provided he was a
Samanta or a defeated or a potty monarch, and
fipish him off nicely. It is one of the blots of our
ancient civilisation that no prisoners of war were
‘ever taken, but they were all sliughtered merci-
lessly or left to diein the battlefield like Duryos
dhana. In this respect also the Aryans were like
the ancient Greeks and perhaps like most Primi-
tive tribes. Even Jarasandha had captured many
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kings, only to kill them. Sisupala seems to have
been a victim thus cornered or captured. Had he
known previously that he would b a victim, he
would perhaps have kept away.

I do not think Sisupala was killed in a
sudden fit of anger by Krishna, or because they
wrangled in open Assembly. I think it was all
pre-arrange ] and Krishna was chosen and given
the Arghya Pooja (or Agratambulam, as we should
now say) to be the slaughteror on the occasion.
And in all probability, Sisupala was selected as
the victim, bocause ho was a very minor king,
whose death would not, they thought, create a big
commotion. And it did not create much. His
army was too small. T'he private family quarrels
existing between Sisapala and Krishna, may have
acted as a motive for the latter to accept the func-
tion. Perhaps, also, Yudhisthira, with his usual
desire to have the benefit of both the worlds, felt
that his own guilt would be lessened by the act
being attributed to Krishna’s personal hatred of
Sisupala. Anyhow, the samskara of Sisupala’s
body was performed by the Pandavas, the Yaja-
manas of the Yagna ! ¢though »isupala had a son,
whom they placed on the throne of Chedi thus
rendered vacant. [ wonder if this Samskara
meant cutting him up and flinging the flesh into
the sacred fire.)

(3) But apparently, Rajwsuya was not a
popular sacrifice, but a hatefule xpression of power.
According to Uuttara Ramayana (I do not think
Valmiki is the author of this) Rama proposes to
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celebrate a Rajasuya. Bharata opposes and asks
his elder brother, what evil genius it was that
suggested the idea to him, since one of the con-
sequences of a Rajasuya was a general war, in
which all kings would perish. Why should Raja-
suya lead to general war unless a revolting act,
humiliating to the whole order of kings, had been
perpetrated by main force and violently ?

In the Mahabharata it is frequently men-
tioned that the Rajasuya of Yudhistira was one of
the root causes of the Great War.

In tho last pages of Harivamsa, Janamejaya
asks Vyasa why, knowing the direful consequen-
ces to Kshatriyas of Rajasuya, he did not prevent
the Rajasuya being performed by Yudhisthira;
and the reply of Vyasa is — “It is Fate; the
calamity was pre-ordained, and we could not
prevent the sacrifice.”

(4) This Rajasuya was in later times re-
placed by Asvamedha,the killing of horses-as being
less cruel and provocative of a general war than
the killing of kings, while the symbolic signifi-
cance remained the same,

(5) You think that the sacrifice of Suna-
syepa, mentioned in the first Attaka of Rig Veda,
is a caso of Rajasuya by Harischandra. I have
not gone so deeply into the matter as your learned
self, though I have vread that Attaka. In fact,
I am no scholar,but perhaps just a man of occasion-
al intuitions into truths, which I hand over to
the judguent of deep scholars like yourself for
verification or refutal. As Sunasyepa is describe
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as the son of Ajeegarta — I doubt if Ajeegarta was -
a Kshatriya — [ wonder if the sacrifice of Suna-
syepa is Rajasuya proper. But perhaps you have
looked up more texts on this subject than [ shall
ever be able to do and could prove that Sunasyepa
was a Raja or of Royal origin. I am not on this
subject prepared to say more than this—that his

appears to be more of a humnan saicrifice than
specific Rajasuya; and the intontion too was not
to proclaim the E nperorship of Harischindra, as
there was no assembly of Kings and conquered
Pulers to witness the ritual.

(6) Asregards the murder of Jarasandha —
and murder it was and no War in the true sense of
the term — that I do not think was Rajasuya
proper or a Pre-Rajasuva ritual Rituals are per-
formed with Mantra, Homa, etc. Jarasandha was
a very powerful kinz, apparently more powerful
than the Pandavas and Krishaa. They could not
manage their Digvijaya -— conquest of the Conti-
nent — without first getting rid of Jarasandha and
there could be no Emperorship without such con-
quest and its symbol, Rajiwsuya. Anil as they
could not overcome him by open war, they took to
means less honourable. Probably also there was
a family or dynastic trouble in Magadha; foc
Sahadeva, the eldest son of Jarasandha, who
succeeds on the throne of Rajagriha, bezomes the
ally of the Pandavas, the murdoroers of his father,
The utmost that I am preparsd to say, on my pre-

sent knowledge, about the killing of Jarasandha,
is that it was a preliminary of Digvijaya, which in
its turn was the preliminary of Rajasuya, but not
a sacrificial rite, main or introductory.”
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It will b2 seen that there are a few minor
differences betwoen the scholarly Sastry and my-
self. Andin all theso differences, I think he is
entitled to full credit and authority, and my views
may be dismissed as the hazavds of a lay man and
superficial student.

Though European scholars, for instance, like
Hopkins, have written lecarnod treaties embodying
what might b> called the higher criticism of the

Mahabharata, the number of In lian scholars who
independently have pursued similar lines of inves-
tigation and interprotation, has beon small. I can
recall only a fow numes, myself not being widely
read in the subject, Dr. R.Syama sastry of Mysore,
and Seeta Nath Tatva Bhushan of Calcutta. My
Gokhale Hall speech is pernaps more comprehen-
sive and covers a wider ficld but only in moagre
suggestive fashion - more hints than expositions.
I think T can say without exaggeration that
Mr. Poendyala Vonkata Subrahmanya Sastry heads
the list of Indian scholars in this line. And there
is hardly any onc comparable to him in courage
and compctence and the spirit to advance 1carless-
ly to whatever 1angths reason may lead. Of course,
higher criticisin may not be popular in the sense

of being a:claimed by one and all as orthodoxy
and the light that leads to Hoaven But it certainly
is tho light that loads to ruth and it is a pity that
some times the way to Truth and the way to
Heaven divergeso widely,

C. R, Reddy,

Andhra University, Vice-Chancellor,
WALTAIR, & Andhra University,

8th March 1938. ) W ALTAIR.
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Andhra University,
WALTAIR,
14th November, 1937.
Dear friend,

Many thanks for your Manuscript.

Though I am most heavily busy just now
and will be till the middle of January, I managed
to go through it and found it a masterpiece in 1ts
way. You have collected a lot of interesting
material which throws quite a new light on Aryan
civilisation and you will be enhancing your repu-
tation as an independent and fearless eritic and
researchor.

‘With best regards.

Yours sincerely,
(8d.) C. R. REDDY.
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