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only mentioned in the prose summary, but does not
contain the characters Nafas, Fakhr, Naghma and
llham, which appear in Lami“s version. The™'metre
is Bahr-i-hazaj-i-musaddas mahzuf or maksur.

The style, exept when ‘Ishk and ‘Akl exchange
letters of Badai, has fewer euphemisms (curiositas,
takalluf) than the Shabistan-i-Khayal, and is through-
out graceful and melodious.

5. It is “a booke that has maore shewe of
pleasure then ground of profit”’. The poet himself
describes it (p 18 1 1) as:

Gl ) ore Jal &) 5 alad 5040 Jol gas,

I do not propose here to explain or criticise
it. . I shall be satisfied if I am judged to have
published a fairly correct version of a new and
interesting poem. '

6. 1 have to thank Mr. A. G. Ellis who
identified the poem, G. H. Darab Khan, Lecturer
in Persia at the School of Oriental Studies, London,
with whom I read most of the work, and whao
has translated the preface into Persian, and, espe-
cially, Sir E. Denison, Ross, Director of the School
of Oriental Studies who has given me much help in
the revision of the proofs, and without whose ‘en-
couragement and assistance [ should hardly have
undertaken the task of editing the manuscript.

But, as I alone have read the whole poem,
I, (or the printers!) must be held responsible for
any mistakes. I can only say with Fattahi (p 18 1 3).

SLaS 3 ple wak o8 Glas Jol 31 coun patual

R. S. Greenshields.



and Prince Dil (Heart) son of ‘Akl (Reason), and con-
tains a double allegory, simple — based on physical,

and mystical — based on spiritual qualities, of the
search of the human heart for beauty, physical and
spiritual.

A summary is given by Gibb in History of Otto-
man Poetry, vol. ii, pages 296—311, and in some of
the catalogues e. g., Fleischer, Leipzig Catalogue, pp.
397—9, and a full analysis by Dvorak.

4. The present work Dastiir-i-Ushshaq. or Book of
Lovers, is a Masnavi poem of about 5,000 couplets
with headings in rhymed prose. Mr. A. G. Ellis
has identified it as the original poem of wich the
prose version is the summary.

The manuscript has 178 folios, 5’ x 3’’, 14 lines
to a page in two columns between four gold lines,
the Anwan'in blue and gold, and the first two pages
on gold ground, two half-page miniatures at ff 45
(b) and 80 (b); it has been relaid on thick paper
with a modern binding, and was copied in small fine
Nastaliq by Muhammad ibn Muhammad al Nirizi,
and is dated 15th Jamada I A. H. 887—2nd July
1482 A. D. The copy is beautifully and carefully
written and very correct; a few words have been cut
off in rebinding and a few near the end are missing.

The name of the poem is given in the line
(p 174 1 21) 3% wbslalolls  Ole s ol § dlak
and of the author at p 331 19, p 308 1 5, p 409
1'5 and p 412 1 10, the date of writing in the
chronogram ¢_~.'> i. e, 840 A.H.=1436 A.D,, in the
last line of the poem,

p AN el b g b oy oy ol sl
The Shabistan-i-Khayal was written in’843 A. H.

The poem gives in full the verbal contests Muna-
zirat between Gul and Daff, and others, which are



known, or more often quoted than Husn-u-Dil, as
more expressive of Fattahi. Sururi (d. 969 A.H.)
wrote a commentary in Turkish on the Shabistan-
i-Khayal, and it was imitated by the Turkish poet
‘Amri. Fattahi wrote also a Tabirnama, book of
interpretations of dreams. There is in the British
Museum a pamphlet by him on tajnisat or forms
of verse (or, 7765).

3. Husn-u-Dil has hitherto been known as a work
in rhymed prose containing about 450 lines. Several
manuscripts of this prose work are known (cf. Rieu
Catalogue of Persian manuscripts in British Museum
p- 471.) In Europe it has been three times published
and translated, twice in English (1) by Arthur Browne
Dublin 1801, an inaccurate paraphrase and abridgment
by one who admits that he is “still young in Persian
literature’’, and confesses that the work remains to
him “almost a perpetual enigma’’, (2) by William
Price 1828, a literal but not always accurate trans-
lation, and, lastly, in German by Dr. Rudolf Dvorak
in Proceedings of the Vienna Academy 1889 Vol. 118,
a critical edition of the text from three manuscripts
with German translation, a biography of the poet, from
which I have taken the details given above, an essay
on allegory in general, aud a summary of the allegory
of Husn-u-Dil compared with the version or adap-
tation by the Turkish poet Lami‘t (d. A. H.938—A. D.
1531). Two other Turkish poets Ahi (d. 1517) and
Wali (end of 16 th century) also wrote versions of
Husn-u-Dil. In India, in 1095 A. H., during the reign
of Alamgir, a version was written by Khwaja
Muhammiad Bedil in ornate prose, in which the
characters are given titles by which the effect of
the allegory is destroyed or lessened. ’

The' story is that of the mutual love of the
Princess Husn (Beauty) daughter of ‘Ishk (Love)



Preface.

Muhammad Yahya ibn Sibak was a prominent
man of Nishapur in Khorasan, who lived in the
reign of Shahrukh and died in 852 A, H. (1448 A. D.)
or, according to Haji Khalifa, in 853 A. H. He is
known under the poetic name of Fattahi, formed from
«<sibak» “apple” in Persian by translating it into the
Arabic “tuffah”, and then, by a characteristic inver-
sion, making it Fattahi, an adjective formed from one
of the 99 names of Allah. He also used the poet’s
names Israri and Khumari. Some few details about
him are given by Mir ‘Ali Shir Nawai in Majalis-al-
Nafais in Turkish, and by Daulatshah Haji Khalifa
and Mirkhond in Persian. The poet says him-
self in his Shabistan-i-Khayal “Night chambe
of Fantasy”, that he lived retired from the world,
and that he wrote Shabistan-i-Khayal after Husn-u-
Dil” “The Beginning and End of which solves the
Subleties of Love Play”.

2. He wrote several books, and ten writings in
verse. He was expert in the sciences of his time,
especially as a poet and caligraphist, but is described
by his biographers as of so retiring and dervish-like
a mode of life that he did not attain the fame to
‘which his talents entitled him. Daulatshah states
that “he drove poetical conceits to the highest point
of rhetoric and wrote nothing without this exagge-
ration”. The Shabistan-i-Khayal, especially, is full
of verbal conceits and plays on words, and the
forms of letters, which Rieu calls “puerilities”. This
is, probably, the reason why this later work is better
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