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Proeedings of the Fifteenth Session of the Indian
Historical Records Commission held at Poona
on the 16th and 17th December 1938.

The fitteenth session of the Indian Historical Records Commission was held
at Poona 1 the Council Hall on the 16th and 17th December 1938 The pro-
ceedings were opened by His Excelleney Sir Roger Lumley, Governor of Bombay,
at 12-30 pm 1 the presence of a large and distinguished gathering of ladies
and gentlemen Si11 Guja Shankar Bajpay, KBE, CIE, ICS, Secretary
to the Government ot India, Department of Education, Health and Lands, and
er-officto President ot the Commission, presided over the meeting Representa-
tives of the Governments ot BDombay and Bihar as well as of several Indian
States and Umiversities attended the session

The tollowing members were present —

1 Sir Gnja Shankar Bajpar, KBE, CIE, I1CS, Secretary to the
Government ol India, Department ot Education, Health and Lands
(Ex-officio President)

2 Sn Jadunath Sarkar, MA, CIE, DLitt, Hony MRAS (Lond)
Corresponding Member, R Hist S (Lond )

3 Rev Father II lleras, SJ, M A, Director ot the Indian Historical
Research Institute, St Xavier’s College, Bombay (Also repre-
sented the University ol Bombay)

4 Dewan Bahadur, D1 S Kishnaswami Aiyangar, M A, Hony PhD,,
MRAS, IR Hist S, Madras

5 Mi: Binode Behaii Chakrabarty, Offg Keeper of the Records of the
Government of Bengal, (‘alcutta (Ez-officio)

b Dy B S Babiga, M A, PhD, Curator, Madras Record Office, Egmore,
Madras (Eux-officio)

7 Dr Gulshan Lal Chopra, M A, PhD, Bar-at-Law, Keeper of the
Records of the Government of the Punjab

8§ Lt-Col H Bullock, Deputy Judge Advocate-General, North-Western
Cireuit, I Q, Northern Command, Rawalpindi (Additional
Member)

9 Mr C I Singer, Keeper of the Records of the Government of India
(Ex-officto Seciretary)

The following co-opted members, including the representatives of the Pro-
vincial Governments, Indian States and Umversities, were present —

1 Mr Hyam S Israel, BA, J P, Assistant
Commuissioner, Central Division, 1 |
charge, Alienation Office, Poona |

2 Mr W Grievee MA, CIE, IES,
Director of Public Instruction, Bom- Fchresentatlves of the
bay Government of Bom-

3 Mr R P Patwardhan, MA, 1ES, | bay
Professor of IDistory and Political
Economy, Elphinstone College, Bombay
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11
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13
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15

16

17

18

19

20

22
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Mr K S8 K Swami, BA, LL B, Record~
Keeper, Secretariat Records, Bombay
Mr M C Trived;, B A (Hons ), BSe,
Supervisor, Government Photo Registry
Office, and Photographic Expert to Gov-
ernment, Poona

Rao Bahadur G S Sardesai, B A, Kam-
shet, Poona

Professor D V Potdar, B A, Secretary,
Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala,
Poona

Sardar G N Majumdar, Poona

Mr V G Dighe, M A, Historical Archivist
to  Government, Alienation Office,
Poona

Mr C B Joshi, M A, Professor, Wadia
College, Poona

Dr B A Saletore, MA, PhD (Lond),
D Phil (Giessen), Professor of History,
Sir Parashurambhau College, Poona

Dr Bishnu S Sukthankar, Secrctary, Bhan-
darkar Onrmental Research Institute,
Poona, and Chief Editor of ¢ Maha-
bharata ’

Mr D V Apte, Anandashram, Poona 2

Professor B D Verma, Fergusson Col-
lege, Poona 4

L Representatives of the
Government of Bom-
bay

Professor N I, Ahmad, M A, B Latt
(Oxon ), Ismail College, Andher

Mr Syed Khursheed Al, Director, Daftar-

e-Divani, Mal and Mulk;, Il E H
the Nizam’s Government, ITyderabad
(Dececan)

Pandit Bisheshwarnath Reu, Superinten-
dent Archsological Department, Jodh
pur State

Mr C V Chandrasekharan, M A (Oxon),
FR Hist S, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Tra-
vancore Umiversity (Also represented
the Travancore University )

Mr S N Banerj, MA, Professor,
Mohmmdra College, Patiala State

Mr Chintaman Vinayak Joshi, M A, Raj
Daftardar of the Baroda State

Dr J M Mehta, M A, Ph D, Bar-at-Law
Professor, Baroda College

Mr S T A Naqvi, M A, LL B, Professor
of History and Economies, Bahauddin
College, Junagadh

13 Representatives of
Indian States
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23 Dr Balkrishna, MA, PhD, Prmcipal, )
Rajaram College, Kolhapur

24 Mr N M Deshmukh, M A (Cantab), Bar - ‘
at-Law, Gwalior Representatives  of

25 Prof M N Kaul, M A, LLL B, Gwalior [ indian States

26 Mr T M Bhat, MA, Ilead Master,
Chintaman Rao High School, Shaha-
pur, Sangh State J

27 Mr D N Banerjee, M A, Head of the\
Department of Political Science, Dacea
University

28 Dr Bisheshwar Prasad, M A, D Litt | Leec-
turer, History Department, Allahabad
University

29 Shaikh Abdur Rashid, M A, LLB,
Department of  History, Mushm
University, Aligarh

30 Dr Nandalal Chattery;, M A, Ph D, Lec- ‘
turer 1n  History, Lucknow Umver-

versity
31 Mr J F Bruce, M A, Professor of
History, Punjab University, Lahore '
32 Dr K K Datta, MA, PhD PRS rRepreseutatlves of Uni-
Lecturer in History, Patna College veraities

(Also represented the Government of
Bihar )

33 Dr H N Sinha, MA, PhD, Assistant
Professor of History, Morris College,
Nagpur

34 Mr Abdul Majeed S:ddiqq, M A, LLB,
Lecturer 1in IHistory, Osmania Univer-
sity

35 Dr K N Venkatasubba Sastri, M A,
PhD (Lond), FR Hist S, Ascistant
Professor of History, Maharaja’s
College, Mysore (Also represented
the Government of Mysore ) J

36 Rao Salb C S Srimivasachari, M A, Professor and Head of the
Department of History and Politics, Annamalai UUniversity, An-
namalainagar

37. Mr K A Nilakanta Sastri, M A, Professor of Indian History and
Archsology, Madras University, Madras

38 Mr S V Venkateswara Avvar, M A, Professor and Head of the
Department of Indian History, Presidency College, Madras

39 Sn Vidyanagara Vidyavachaspati P P Subrahmanya Sastriar, B A
(Oxon), Professor of Sanskrit, Presidency College, Madras

40 Dr N K Sinha, M A, Ph D, Lecturer in Ilistory, Calecutta Umiver-
sity

41. Mr J C Talugdar, M A, Professor of History, St John’s College,
Agra
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42 Mr Muhammad Sadullah, M A, Assistant to the Keeper of the
Records ot the Government of the Punjab, Lahore

43 Mr K P Mitra, MA, BL, Principal, D J College, Monghyr

44 Mr K K Basu, M A, Professor of History, T N J College, Bhagal-
pur

45 Mr S H Askari, M A, BL, Assistant Professor of History, Patna
College

46 Mr Gope R K Gur-Bax, B A, Hyderabad, Sind

47 Maharay Kumar Dr Raghubir Sinh, D Litt , LL B, Sitamau, Central
India

48 Mr R V Poduval, B A, Director of Archzology, Travancore State,
Trivandrum

49 Rani Lakshmibax Rajwade, Gwalior

50 Srimati Kanalabai Kibe, Indorec

51 Rao Bahadw Sardar M V Kibe, MA, FRAS, FRS A, Indore

Dr Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan, M A, DIatt, F RHist S, Ilead of the
{listory Department, Universitv of Allahabad, and a member of the Commission,
was unavoildably absent

His Excellency was met near the entrance to the Couneil Hall at 12-15 pm
by Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, Sir Jadunath Sarkar and the Secretary He was
then introduced by Sir Jadunath Sarkar to the permanent, eorresponding and
co-opted members, after which a group photograph was taken The members
then walked n procession through the mam entrance into the Hall, and after
His Excellency was seated the President 1equested him to declare the meeting
epen His Excellency delivered the following address —

Speech of Hus Ezcellency Sir Roger Lumley
Mr President and Gentlemen,

It 1s a great pleasure to me {0 welecome to Poona the members of the Indian
Historical Records Commission  This 1s the second oceasion on which you have
met m the capital of Maharashtra and T am sure you will find much to interest
you 1 this historie eity Sir Jadunath Sarkar was referring to the historical
records to be found in Poona when at your last meeting, he said ‘‘ In no other
province of India have we this wealth of materials ’

But the abundance of our materals 1s the measure of our responsibilities
to the present and to future generations T venture to think that the Government
of Bombay has not been altogether neglectful in this matter, and 1t w1ll, perhaps,
be appropnate 1f T give a brief account of what has been done 1n this Presidency
to make hstorical records available for studv  One of the earliest resolutions
passed by your Commission, 1m 1919, recommended that the Government of
Bambay should publish a ‘‘ Source-book ’> of Mahratta history For various
reasons progress was slow, but eventually the work of editing Marath1 sources
was entrusted to Professor R P Patwardhan and foreign sources to Professor
H G Rawhnson, with the result that a Source-book covermg some
240 pages was published 1n 1928 This work contains a representative selection of
the best authenticated documents bearing on Mahratta history In all modern
universities the study of original sources 1s becoming mereasingly important and
students are tramed not to take their opinions ready made from text books, but
to draw their own conclusions from contemporary documents It 1sin this tran-
ing of the judgment that the educational value of the study of history so largely
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lies, and this Source-book, which gives the necessary material to students of
Mahratta history, may therefore be described as the first stage in historical re-
search, the second being when the student learns to search for and select original
material for himself

At the meeting of the Commission held in this eity in 1925, the following
resolution was passed —

““ This Commission recommends to the Government of Bombay that an
expert be placed on special duty to prepare a hand-list of the un-
sorted and unclassified rumals 1n the Poona Daftar ”’

Thiw resolution was re-affirmed at the meetings of the Commission held in 1926
and 1927 Accordingly, the Government of Bombay entrusted to Rao Bahadur
G S Sardesal the task of making a prelimiary survey of over 27,000 bundles
of documents which constitute what 1s known as the ‘“ Peshwas’ Daftar ”’ Gov-
ernment also had the benefit of the advice of Sir Jadunath Sarkar regaiding the
methods of selection, sorting and transcribimg those documents of definite historie
mterest Marathi papers of 1mportance were first <elected and transeribed from
the Mod1 seript to the Devanagari and then arranged according to subject and
date, annotated and made 1eady for printing The work has been completed
and 46 volumes, covering some 8,000 pages have been published Many of the
letters published are m the actual handwriting of great historic personages of
the age  The most ymportant letters are reproduced in facsimile The <elections
have been published n the original Marathi with an imtioduction and a brief
summaty of the contents of each letter in English  These publications have been
favourably received by students of history and are of unique value and interest
for the fresh light which they throw upon the history of the Mahrattas The
completion of this immense task took nearly four years and mvolved an expendi-
ture by Government of about Rs 30,000 TIn addition, nearly Rs 10,000 were
contributed bv Chiefs, Sardars and others Future generations of students
mterested m the history of the Mahratta race will owe an 1mmense debt of grat-
tude to Rao Bahadur Sardesar for this great work

Another recommendation of the Commission related to the Poona Resi-
dcney Records  Tn consequence, this Government i 1927 entrusted the work of
transeribing and hand-listing these records to Mr Franks Since then 5 volumes
covermg some 2,500 pages have been published

At the meeting of the (‘ommission held in Lucknow m 1926, a resolution
was passed urging the preservation of the historical documents and papers m
the possession of the late Rao Bahadur Parasmis of Satara In the same year,
the collection was purchased by this Government and housed mm a museum
especially built for the purpose at a cost of Rs 13 lakhs It will interest the
wmembers of the Commission to know that, as 1t has been found that Satara 1s not a
conventent centre for research students it was recently decided to remove the
Parasnis collection to the Decean College 1n this city for use by the post-graduate
department of history which 1t 1s proposed to start in June of next year

At the instance of the Commission, Government 1n 1929 made arrangements
for the reproduction of old family documents and pictures of historical
mportance Another recommendation of the Commission advised that selected
mseriptions from the graveyards of European settlements prior to the year 1800
should be printed ILasts of such mseriptions were accordingly compiled by the
Public Works Department and edited by Mr H G Rawlinson The material
thus collected was deposited in the Records Office of the Secretariat where 1t 18
available to research students
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At the meetings held in Rangoon and Patna in 1927 and 1930 respectively,
1esolutions were passed 1n regard to Secretariat records The question of appoint-
g a Curator and reorgamsing the Records Office was carefully considered by
the Government of Bombay The appointment of a Curator was found not to
be feasible, but the preservation of old records has been taken up and at present
some of these records are being filmed by the micro-film process in the Govern-
ment Photo Registry Office Sanction has been aceorded to the filming of about
2,500 papers dating prior to 1800 at a cost of Rs 35,000 spread over a period of
3 years

I might also mention that there has been a feeling amongst the public 1n re-
cent years that adequate facilities are not given to students of history for re-
search work 1n the Alienation Office, and that orders have now been 1ssued pro-
viding such facilitles and making suitable arrangements therefor

Another mstance of this Goveinment’s interest 1n historical research may be
found 1n the fact that last year a scholarship of £200 per year for two years was
awarded to a research scholar and member of the Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka
Mandala to enable him to collect material connected with India available in
European countries on condition that the material gatheied should be made
available to the public through the Mandala Then, this year a provision has
been made of Rs 24,000 recurring and Rs 16,000 non-recurring for the study of
the languages and history of Kannada and Gujarat Again, the Deccan College,
to which T have already referred, 1s to be revived for post-graduate study and
research m linguisties, history and experimental psychology

Gentlemen, I have thought 1t right to give you this brief survey of what has
been done 1n this Province since your Commission came 1nto existence, and very
largely at the mstigation of your Commission I feel justified 1n saying that
the wealth of material which 1s available here has stimulated the Government
and private persons and nstitutions, and that much that was hidden away in dusty
corners has been brought out mto the hght and has been added to the store of
historical knowledge

Gentlemen, those who devote themselves to historical research follow a fasci-
nating path I share their fascination though I have little time to indulge n 1t
No one should grudge, though some may envy, the interest which absorbs them m
their work , but, great a« the interest may be which they gain, greater still are
the results which they can give History, true history, can do much for the
hving generation In particular it can mnspire and 1t can teach  There have been
few great movements 1 the world which have not drawn at least part of their
mspiration from the past Especially is that the case when a country 1s merging,
as India 18 to-day, on to a new horizon Enthusiasm, high aims, these there may
be 1n abundance, but they are not enough She will need all the wisdom and
the courage which she can draw from her vast hstory Of these, historians can
tell her They can also teach, and 1f they are to teach truly they must analyse
and dissect and use a critical judgment They must show what blunders were
made, and history 18 sometimes described as the history of human blunders
They must discern characteristics and tendencies which, when undirected or 1ll-
directed, have led to disaster But to render these services historians must have
access to contemporary records Without them, and without careful and critical
study of them, history can be a snare, and a dangerous one too The task which
your Commuission has set before 1tself 1s to find and to preserve and to make avail-
able those records By your success in domng that you will not only be helping to
add the most interesting volume to the library shelves of the future, but you will
be helping also to give that guidance which a nation needs from the past.
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In weleoming you to Poona, where past as well as living crowds will jostle
round you, I will express to you the hope that your stay in this city may be
pleasant and profitable, and the confidence that your deliberations will prove
fruitful both to this Province and to India as a whole

Reply of Sw Gwrja Shankar Bajpa,

Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, in thanking His Excellency on behalf of the
Commission, said —

¢ This 18 the first occasion on which 1 have bad the honour of presiding over
the deliberations of the Commission It 1s a happy coineidence that to that
honour 18 added the privilege of welcoming Your Excellency and of thanking
you for 1naugurating this our fitteenth session Your Excellency has taken the
trouble to come all the way from Bombay to do us this honour and let me assure
you that we are all deeply gratetul to Your Excellency for it

This 18 our fitteenth session and the second at Poona I venture to say that
no happier venue could have been chosen for our discussions Poona 18 rich not
only 1n historical material but also 1n historical associations, 1n that atmosphere
of stirring history without which mere documents are but dusty parchment or
mouldering paper

‘We must not also forget that this 1 the summer capital of Your Excellency’s
Government—active and astir for many months each year with beneficent and
fruitful endeavour for the teeming millions of this great Presidency We are
confident that under the stimulus of tradition, of environment, of the grace and
efficient hospitality of Your Excellency’s Government this session will prove to
be one of the most suceessful of our now fairly respectable numerical record of
gatherings

Our aim and ultimate purpose 1s to unfold through the efforts of the his
torian the facts of history as enshrined in contemporary records Unfortunately,
m the blare and bustle of noiser and more spectacular events our work 1s apt
to be overlooked We do not blow our own trumpet with sufficient frequency
and vigour Your'Excellency will agree with me that when the axe of economy
falls on Government expenditure, we are hable to be the first victims And
when prosperity revives—in my official experience, I must confess with much
sadness, that 18 a phenomenon of rare occuirence—exiguous doles, not always
readily dispensed, lend a traunsient liveliness to our activity So I may claim
with some degree of truth that we are perhaps the most neglected of the many
Cinderellas to whom an indulgent tradition allows Governments in this country
to pay simultaneous court

Yon have, Sir, just given us an mmspiring account of what the Government
of Bombay have done 1n the sphere of historical research In my gentle indict-
ment, Your Excellency’s Government are not, therefore, mecluded  You will
agree that 1f facts of national history are to be scientifically studied, then all the
Governments, at the centre, in the Provinces and the Indian States, must take a

keener 1nterest 1n our activity and lend us support, at once more generous and
wmore eonstant

Sir, the task of cataloguing and publishing records of this vast country
needs tramed workers and many of them 1 plead for the will to give without
heuitation. and without delay, because 1f the welfare of the records and the study
of history mn this country are to be sedulously encouraged, then the sooner all

the Governments of this country pool their resources for the scientific preserva-
tion and study of records, the better
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Sir, we thank you on behalf of the Commission for doing us the honour of
maugurating our proceedings and I, on my behalf, for the mdulgence of a
patient hearing

After Sir Girja had spoken, His Excellency called upon the following
members to read their papers —

(1) Sir Jadunath Sarkar —General De Boigne in India
(») Mahara) Kumar Dr Raghubir Sinh —T'ranseripts from records 1n
the Jaipur State Archives
(m) Dewan Bahadui Dr S Krishnaswam Aiyangar —Sriranga, the
last ruler of the Vijayanagar Empire, mn European records
His Excellency then left the Hall and was accompanied by the President and the
Secretary It being the lunch hour the meeting adjourned

The members and the visitors re-assembled after lunch at 2-20 and all the
remaining papets were either read or a summary of them given Before the
conclusion of the meeting Si1 Jadunath Sarkar moved a vote of thanks to the
(Govermment of Bombay for the facilities afforded by them in connection with the
holding of the session at Poona This was seconded by Lieutenant-Colonel
H Bullock Revd Father H Heras then proposed a vote of thanks to the local
officer (Mr R P Patwardhan) and his collaborators (Prof D V Potdar and
Rao Bahadur G & Sardesai) for substantially contributing towards the success
of the Commission This also was seconded by Lieutenant-Colonel H Bullock
On behalf of the Government ot India Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai desired to
express his appreciation of the work done by the local officer Sir Jadunath
Sarkar proposed that the Commission record their sense of the great assistance
they had received in their work for several years past from Khan Bahadur
A F M Abdul Al during his term of office as their Secretary  In moving this
resolution Sir Jadunath dwelt on the long and very useful connection of the
Khan Bahadur with the (‘ommission and his haid labour to make every session
a success He was, the mover remarked, most active and helpful to the members
m every matter connected with the Commission, and particularly keen in or-
ganising the historical exhibitions which had been the most striking and popular
feature of their meetings in the past The speaker could testify to the ability,
industry and courtesy of the late Secretary from his long membership of the
Comunission, and expressed a hope that though the Khan Bahadur had now ceased
c be an official member he would be appointed by Government a member of the
Commission 1n order to enable them to profit by his valuable experience 1 future
The motion was seconded by Lieutenant-Colonel I Bullock Sir Girja Shankar
Buajpa: associated himself with the expression of appreciation of the Khan
Bahadur’s services voiced by Sir Jadunath and added that his connection with
hun had been continuous by reason of his office ay Education Secretary and that
he found him a most useful and agreeable officer He pointed out that the Khan
Bahadur had retired after a very long official career and that 1t was not fair to
keep him 1 harness longer, as his health had been 1mpaired, though he felt the
Khan Bahadur’s retirement as a great loss to himself Rao Bahadur G §
Sardesar then moved a vote of thanks to the chair, which was seconded by Dewan
Bahadur Dr S Krishnaswam) Aiyangar All the four motions were carried
unaummously,

The meeting adjourned at 4-30 pm and several of the members proceeded
to ibe Bharata Itihasa Samshodaka Mandala where they were entertained to tea
An iustorical exhibition was also held by the Mandala, at which exhibits were
dwsplayed by the Sangli Durbar, the Sayeedia Library, Hyderabad (Deccan),
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Mr Gope R K Gur-Bax of Hyderabad (Sind) and the Imperial Record Depart-
mwent  These were much appreciated  The exhibition was open to the publie
on the 17th and the 18th December

At 9 am on the 17th December the membe1s visited the Government Photo
Regisiry Office where Mr M C Trivedi, the Supervisor of the Office, and
Photographic Expert to Government, Poona, gave 4 demonstration of the film-
process for taking photographic copies of manuseripts and documents This
was very 1nteresting Thereafter a visit was paid to the Peshwas’ Daftar under
the guidance of Mr Hyam Israel At 10-30 am the members met together at
the Couneil Hall for the business meeting of the Commission and dispersed at
1.30 pm  Sir Gunja Shankar Bajpar having been called away trom Poona on
urgent publie business, the chair was taken at his 1equest by Sir Jadunath Sarkar
After lunch many of the members 1eassembled at 3 o’clock at the Couneil Hall
and were taken 10und to see the site of the old Poona Residency (now the Judge’s
bungalow), Shanwar Wada, Anandashram (where an addiess was delivered by
Mr D V Apte, the Secietary of the Ashram, and a bouguet presented to each
member), Vishram Bagh Palace, Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute and
the Parvat; Temple Protessor Potdar acted as guide and explamed the various
objects of mterest to the members

General De Boigne 1 India
(By Su Jadunath Sarkar, CI1E, D Latt)

Benoit de Boigne was the most ethelent and suecesstul ot the European
mlitary adventurers in India m the 18th century , but no full or even correct
aceount of his Indian career 15 available The standard hife of him 1 French,
nawed Mémoue sur la Carriere Miitare ¢t politique de M le Général Comte de
Bowgne, though written m 1828, two years betore the General’s death, drew no
miformation from him personally, but merely boirowed facts fiom Duff’s
History of the Mahiattas and some other printed books and journals m Enghsh
A tew documents communieated by the General’s son, Comte Chatles de Boigne,
are admitted to have been used m the second edition, published in 1830, just
alter the General’s death on 21st June of that vear, but these throw no new hght
on his activities in India  The historian of the Marathas visited De Boigne m
his home at Chambéry and hstened to his table talk on his Indian career, but he
has not cared to preserve 1t 1n writing We are, therefore, quite in the dark
about the domgs of De Boigne betore he emerged mto Light in 1790 as the vietor
at Patan and Merta, and also about his domestic hite mn India, of which some
mklings only are known The English official records are naturally silent about
the sbseure early portion of his career i lindustan, but 1t 15 now possible to
reconstruct the story of 1t and to correct the wrong dates i his aceepted French
and English biographies, to an appreciable extent, though not to our full satis-
faction, from the Persian and Marathi records ot the time still available I
shall omit from my consideration the second French biography of De Boigne
wiltten by St Gemis (Poitiers, 1864) and a very recent brochuie 1ssued as a sort
ot guide-book at his birth-place

Another unexplored side of his activities in India mus