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vi Preface,

course, by following the best available Swedish mon-
ographs in the purely historical and political portions
of this book while going to original documents for
the private conduct and personal character of my
hero.—It now remains for me to set out my principal
authorities.

l.
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS.

|.—Konung Karl Xlls. Egenhandiga Bref. Ed.
CARLSON.

2.—Fragments tir/s des chroniques moldaves
pour servir a | 'histoire de Pierre le Grand et
Charles Xl Ed. KOGALNICEANU.

3—Des Printzens Max Emanuels Herzog in  Wurtem-
berg Riesen und Campagnen.

4,—Karl XI' s Dagbok.

5.—Kurze Nachricht von & Konigliche Majt's
Sudien (by Count POLUS).

6.—Negotiations de M. le Comte dAvaux . . .a
la cour de Suede (No. 33 of the publications of
the Historical Society at Utrecht, new series).

7.—Letters and Despatches of John Duke of Marl-
borough. Ed. MURRAY.

8 —Correspondance diplomatique . . . du Duc de
Marlborough.  Ed. VREEDE.

9.—Historia Ablegationis Danielis Krmann .
ad regem Svecice Carolum XlI. 1708-9.
(Publication of the Hungarian Historical
Society, 1894.)*

* Now used for the first time. So far as | am aware this document
is quite unknown to Swedish historians.
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I,
MONOGRAPHS, FOR THE MOST PART SWEDISH.

|.—CARLSON : Sveriges Historia under Konungarne
af Pfahiska Huset.

2—BESKOW : Karl den Tolfte.

3.—FRYXELL : Berattelser ur Svenska Historien.*

4—CARLSON : Carl den Tolftes tag mot Ryssland.

5. —HAMILTON : Minne af Grefve C G. Rehnskjold.

6.—SVEDELIUS : Minne af Grefve Karl Piper.

7—CARLSON : Om Fredsunder handlingarne aren
1709-1718.

8—SVEDELIUS : Minne af Grefve Arvid Horn.

9.—LILLIESTRALE: Magnus Senbock och Saget
vid  Helsingborg.

10.—LAGERMARK : Karl XlIs Krig i Norge.

11.—HOLM: Sudier til den store nordiske Krigs
Historic.

12.—BESKOW : Friherre G. H. von Gorts, statsman och
statsoffer.

13.—AXELSON : Bidrag till Kadnnedomen om Sveriges
tillstarid pa ° Karl Xlls tid.

14.—SARAUW : Die FeldzUge Karh XIl

15—CARLEN : Ragra blad om Carl Xll

iG—BRUCKNER: Peter der Grosse.

R. NISBET BAIN.
August, 1895.

* This entertaining but prejudiced and uncritical work should be
used very cautiously.
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CHARLES XII.

AND THE COLLAPSE OF THE SWEDISH EMPIRE,

CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTORY.
1522-1697.

The history of Sweden the history of her kings—Sudden growth
of the Swedish Empire—Gustavus Adolphus's genius mischiev-
ous to Sweden—Sweden as a great Power—Axel Oxenstjerna—
Frivolity of Christina—Exploits of Charles X.—Position of
Sweden at his death—Long and ruinous minority of Charles
X1.—Magnus Gabriel de la Gardie—Outbreak of a general
European war—Engagement of Fehrbellin lays bare the real
weakness of Sweden—Heroism of youthful Charles X1.—His
drastic remedies—Restoration of Sweden as a great Power—
The monarchy made absolute.

S HE history of Sweden, it has well been
| said, is the history of her kings. Till
the reign of Gustavus Vasa there was
no such thing as a Swedish State in
the modern sense of the word.
Sweden in those days was a name
rather than a nation. Even so late
as the third decade of the sixteenth century she
cheerfully submitted to the humiliation of being

I




2 Charles Xll [1522-

treated as little better than a trading colony by the
Hansa League to avoid absorption by Denmark.
Gustavus |. laid the foundations of her national
existence as well as of her future greatness in the
strong monarchy which he bequeathed to his sons,
and so well did he do his work that even their follies
and blunders could not seriously shake it. Gradu-
ally the young State began to feel her power and
expand in every direction. The complications re-
sulting from the collapse of the German Order first
gave her a footing on the other side of the Baltic,
and with the acquisition of Reval (1561) her domin-
ion in the North may be said to have been founded.
From Esthonia she advanced, step by step, into
Livonia, though here theway was barred, for a time,
by the valour of the Polish chivalry and the genius
of the Grand Hetman of Lithuania, Jan Karol Chod-
kiewicz. Nevertheless, in Livonia also, Sweden, on
the whole, stood her ground, and it was the tenacity
of that cruel but eminently capable monarch, Charles
I X., that prepared the way for the ultimate triumph
of hisillustrious son. Gustavus Adolphus inherited
from his father awar with Russia as well as a war
with Poland. Only two years before, Charles |X.
had combined (1609) with Tsar Vasily Shuisky
against their common foe Poland, but the swift and
irresistible advance of the Poles upset all the calcu-
lations of the allies. Vasily was deposed and carried
off to Warsaw; a Polish prince was placed on the
Muscovite throne, and Russia was straightway
plunged into such ahorrible state of anarchy that
her speedy and complete dissolution seemed inevi-
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table. Unable to assist their ally, the Swedes had
now to look to themselves. Their plans alternated
between raising up a Swedish tsar against his Polish
competitor, or appropriating all Russia between
Great Novgorod and Archangel; but, ultimately,
‘the vastness of Russia's domains and the dogged-
ness of her people saved her now as they had saved
her from the Tartars two centuries before. With
the election of the first Romanov, a new era began
for the distracted country, and after a glorious but
indecisive six years' struggle, Gustavus, recognising
the impossibility of obliterating his eastern neigh-
bour, dictated a peace that was to paralyse her for a
century. By the Peace of Stolbova (27 Feb., 1617)
Russia abandoned all her claims to Esthonia and
Livonia, ceded Carelia and Ingria to Sweden, and
paid besides a war indemnity of 200,000 rubles. By
this humiliating treaty the frontier of Russia was
thrust back beyond Lake Ladoga and she was totally
excluded from the Baltic.

The war with Poland (then at the height of her
short-lived power) proved a much more serious busi-
ness. It took Gustavus nine years of hard fighting
to wrest Livonia from her grasp ; but the victory of
Wallhof (7 June, 1626) finally completed the work.
With Rigain his possession, he was now master of
the Dwina, and in 1626 he transferred the war to
West Prussia (then a fief of Poland) that he might
gain the command of the Vistula likewise and so de-
prive Poland also of her northern seaboard. Im-
perial indeed was the policy of the great Swede.
It was his secret but steadfast resolve to found a



4 Charles XI1. [1522-

Scandinavian empire with the Baltic for its Mediter-
ranean ; nay, there is good reason to believe that,
had he lived to realise his ambition, he would have
transferred his capital from the shores of the remote
Malare to a more central position on the very spot
where Peter the Great, a century later, with equal
prescience, was to erect Petersburg. Unfortunately
for Sweden, this magnificent project was postponed
to a nobler but less practical ambition—the heroic
monarch determined to champion the desperate
cause of his suffering co-religionists in Germany.
No vision of an imperial crown, as some have
thought, tempted him to draw his sword in their
behalf. There can now be no doubt that, in this mat-
ter, he consulted his conscience rather than his com-
mon-sense, and not without reason has grateful
Protestantism regarded him, ever since, as her ideal
hero and her typical saint, her Bayard and her St.
Louisin one.

Y et, although Gustavus's German crusade is his
fairest title to fame, politically it was a serious
blunder, for glorious as were its immediate results,
its ultimate consequences proved mischievous and
even ruinous to his country. His original project
of establishing a compact, connected and, to a cer-
tain extent, homogeneous empire round the shores
of the Baltic was well within the reach of Sweden's
resources, and had he stopped short at the Dwina, or
even at the Vistula, it could easily have been accom-
plished and Sweden might, to this day, have re-
mained the Mistress of the North. But every step
he took westward of the Vistula was a fase step
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because it removed him farther and farther from the
real centre of his power; he was now fighting other
peoples* battles instead of his own; his very
triumphs were illusory because they blinded his
country to her inherent weakness and, but for the
genius of the extraordinary man he left behind him
to sustain his empire during the minority of his
daughter, even the crowning victory of Breitenfeld
(7 Sept., 1631) had like to have been the grave of
Sweden's greatness.

For it was the unerring eye and steady hand of the
Swedish Chancellor, Axel Oxenstjerna ("that axle
on which the world turns," as the French diploma*
tists called him), that during the next twelve
anxious years steered Sweden safely through the
sea of troubles which threatened every moment to
engulph her. That she emerged from the Thirty
Years' war, not merely a great Power, but the
acknowledged head of Continental Protestantism,
was mainly due to the wisdom and courage of this
great statesman. It was he who, throughout the
crisis of the struggle, kept her wavering allies
together; skilfully hid her weakness from the watch-
fulness of her foes; gave fresh generals to her armies
and fresh armies to her generals; inspired the
Swedish Senate and the Swedish Estates with some-
thing of his own patriotism and withstood the Queen
herself at the Council Board when her levity seemed
likely to fritter away the fruits of so many costly
triumphs. « Christina herself was obliged to respect
the veteran statesman who had been her father's
most cherished counsellor and her own faithful
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guardian ; but her vanity chafed against an authority
which obscured while it protected the throne.
Though she could not set aside she delighted to
thwart the all-powerful Chancellor, and it was chiefly
due to her interference that the Peace of Westphalia
was not so advantageous to Sweden as Oxenstjerna
tried to make it. Inadequate, almost paltry, was
the reward which Sweden thereby obtained for the
services and the sacrifices of eighteen years.
Western Pomerania with the islands of Rugen and
Usedom, a small strip of Eastern Pomeraniawith the
towns of Stettin, Damin, Golbrow and the Isle of
Wollin; Wismar and the district of Poel and Neuk-
loster ; the former Bishopric of Bremen and Verden
with a seat and a vote in the German Reichstag and
the direction of the Lower Saxon circle alternately
with Brandenburg, was all that fell to her share.
These new possessions, it will be seen, gave Sweden
the control of the three chief rivers of Germany, the
Oder, the Elbe and the Weser, and she had the ex-
clusive right to all the tolls levied thereon. They
were, indeed, her most lucrative possessions so long
as she held them, but a single glance at the map of
Europe will suggest, at once, the difficulty she would
have in retaining these scattered, outlying posses-
sions. Her former allies already began to regard her
as an intruder, and it was not to be expected that
Germany would tamely submit to a foreign Power
having the practical control of her external trade.
These German possessions, moreover, were mis-
chievous to Sweden in another way. They gave her
a false importance on the Continent which she was
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always endeavouring to increase and thus withdrew
her from her natural policy, the consolidation of her
northern dominions round the Baltic, a task now
needing all her energies and resources. For so poor
and thinly populated a country to attempt to
dominate Germany and remain the Mistress of the
North at the same time meant inevitable disaster,
though favourable circumstances and an extraordinary
succession of great rulers postponed the evil day for
something more than half a century. Moreover,
Christina's boundless extravagances during thelast
six years of her reign did not tend to improve
matters. The resources of the State in those days
were mainly derived from the vast crown-lands, and
these Christina distributed so recklessly among her
favourite courtiers that, at last, the permanent
annual loss to the Crown was no less than .£200,000,
and when, in 1654, she voluntarily resigned the
crown to her cousin Charles,* the new King found
the realm not very far removed from bankruptcy.
His first care was to summon the Estates to relieve
his more pressing wants and, at his suggestion, and
with their consent, it was resolved to reduce, or, as
we should say, recover a certain proportion of the
alienated crown-lands; and a fresh department of
state was formed to carry out this very necessary
reform. Then, after celebrating his marriage with
the Princess Hedwig Eleanoraof Holstein, the King
embarked for the Continent to begin a war that he
was never to finish. .

* Charles X. was the son of Catherine, daughter of Gustavus Vasa,
and John Casimir, Duke of Zweibrlicken.
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The marvellous exploits of Charles X., though
not nearly so well known as they should be, can,
nevertheless, only be hinted at here. Charles's pol-
icy was a continuation and extension of the original
policy of Gustavus Adolphus freely interpreted by
the extravagant imagination of a Prince, who, with
all his genius, was much more of a knight-errant than
a statesman or even a general. It was his intention,
primarily, to round off and weld together Sweden's
Baltic possessions by adding thereto all the Polish
territory intervening between Pomerania and Li-
vonia. The wretched condition of Poland, engaged
as she then was in a mortal struggle with her own
rebellious Cossacks aided by Russia, seemed to
promise him an easy triumph, and, in fact, within
six months he had driven John Casimir, the Polish
King, into exile and taken possession of nearly the
whole of Poland proper. But he soon found that it
was easier to beat the Polish hosts than to subdue
the Polish nation. The tyranny of the northern in-
vader led to ageneral rising and in Stephen Czar-
niecki (vir molestissimus, as Charles X. called him)
the Poles found at last a deliverer. Despite fresh
victories (notably the great three days' battle of
Warsaw, 18-20 July, 1656), Charles found himself"
steadily losing ground and, to add to his troubles,
Russia now fell upon Livonia and Esthonia; Den-
mark, instigated by the Emperor, invaded Bremen
and South Sweden simultaneously, while Branden-
burg, his sole ally, suddenly went over to his enemies.
Then it was that Charles dissipated the league that
seemed about to overwhelm him by leading a host
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of 13,000 men across the barely frozen waters of the
Belt, afeat absolutely without a parallel in history,
annihilating the Danish forces that barred the way to
Copenhagen, and dictatingto theterrified Danish Gov-
ernment the humiliating Peace of Roskilde (26 Feb.,
1658). In pursuance of his Pan-Scandinavian policy,
Charles tried by this treaty to detach Denmark from
Holland, so as to " have his back free," as he ex-
pressed it, while dealing with his other foes. But
the Dutch, well aware of Charles's intention to ex-
clude them altogether from the Baltic, secretly en-
couraged the Danes to refuse to ratify the treaty
and, accordingly, after six months of diplomatic fen-
cing, a second war between the two northern Powers
began. Charles, thoroughly determined this timeto
wipe out the Danish monarchy altogether, invaded
Zealand in August, 1658, captured the fortress of
Kronberg commanding the Sound, and proceeded to
invest Copenhagen. But a strong Dutch fleet under
Van Weisenaer, after six hours' hard fighting, forced
the passage of the Sound (29 October, 1658) and
threw supplies and reinforcements into the belea-
guered city. Still Charlespersisted, but the heroic re-
sistance of the besieged, the destruction of a Swedish
army-corps in Funen and a general invasion of all
his continental possessions by his numerous foes in-
clined him, at last, to peace. Wisely trusting rather
in the support of his own subjects than to the medi-
ation of interested foreign Powers, he summoned a
Riksdag, or Diet, to Gothenburg at the end of 1659.
He wasnow willing to come to terms with Denmark,
Holland and Poland so as to have his hands free to
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deal with Russia and Brandenburg; but death over-
took him (13 February, 1660) at the very moment
when his country had most need of his genius to ex-
tricate her from the difficulties into which his ambi-
tion had plunged her. He left behind him an only
son, a child four years of age.

Had the enemies of Sweden only realised her utter
prostration they would not have listened so readily
to the pacific overtures that she now hastened to
make to them. But the victories of Charles X., if
they did nothing else, at least inspired Europe with
a wholesome fear and a respect of the Swedish arms,
and thus materially assisted the Swedish regency in
its endeavours to come to terms with the hostile
coalition. The ambitious dreams of Charles X. had
indeed to be abandoned ; but, on the other hand,
Sweden lost nothing at all on the Continent, whilein
the Scandinavian peninsula itself she gained at last
her natural frontiers by the acquisition of the prov-
inces of Scania, Halland and Bleking, which had
belonged to Denmark time out of mind.

The regency appointed by Charles X. consisted of
the Queen Dowager and the five great officers of
state. The Queen herself was a nonentity, but asthe
five magnates had grown grey in the public service
and each, in his own line, had already done notable
deeds, the dying monarch had good reason to be-
lieve that he had left hisinfant son in safe and strong
hands. As a matter of fact this regency was the
weakest and most mischievous Sweden ever had.
The most respectable of the five regents were Counts
Gustaf Bonde and Per Brahe, excellent types of the
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old-fashioned conservative aristocracy at its best, and
so long as the former was alive and the latter in
health, things went fairly well; but, ultimately, the
management of affairs fell entirely into the hands of
the Chancellor, Magnus Gabriel de la Gardie, always
the evil genius of the regency. The brilliant accom-
plishments, immense wealth and princely liberality
of De la Gardie had made him the most conspicuous
figure in Sweden during three successive reigns; but
he had never shewn any particular aptitude for af-
fairs and his boundless extravagance and frivolity
were as ruinous to his country asto himself. Under
his misrule Sweden sunk lower than she had ever
sunk before. At home De la Gardie's administra-
tion was marked by the most criminal recklessness.
The salutary reduction scheme, whereby Charles X.
had hoped gradually to diminish the national debt
and double the national revenue, was allowed to
stand still because it was unpopular with the nobil-
ity ; the prodigalities of Christina were renewed and
the supporters of the Minister were enriched at the
public expense while the soldiers of the frontier gar-
risons were starving and the salaries of half the civil
service remained unpaid for lack of funds. More-
over, the financial difficulties of the country reacted
injuriously on her foreign policy. Sweden now be-
came what she had never been before, a mere mer-
cenary of France. The continental complications
resulting from the ambition of Louis X 1V . led both
France. and the allies banded against her to bid
against each other for the support of the great north-
ern Power. De la Gardie was the friend of France,
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but his opponents in the Senate were for a watchful
neutrality whose object should be to check the ex-
travagant pretensions of legrand Monarque by draw-
ing nearer to England and Holland. For atime,too
(1668-1672), they carried their point, and the Triple
Alliance which compelled Louis X1V . to accept the
terms of the allies was mainly their work. But, in
thelong run, Dela Gardieprevailed. By theTreaty
of Stockholm (14 April, 1672) Sweden virtually sold
herself to Louis X1V ., by engaging to hold an army-
corps of 16,000 men in Germany at his disposal in
return for ample subsidies. At the same time Dela
Gardie flattered himself that hewould be able to steer
clear of a war and so get the indispensable subsidies
for nothing. But the course of events proved too
strong for him. Throughout 1673-4 Sweden tried,
in vain, to mediate between the belligerents. Then
Louis grew impatient and peremptorily demanded
that Sweden should give him the covenanted assst-
ance for which he had already paid ; and so, at last,
in December, 1674, Marshal Wrangel invaded Bran-
denburg and went into” winter quarters there.
There was a pause of . sugpense during which all
Germany looked for fresh proofs of Sweden's ancient
prowess, and then the seed sown by twelve years of
sloth and dackness was reaped in manifest disaster.
Anticipating attack by himself attacking, the Elector
of Brandenburg surprised a Swedish division at Fehr-
bellin (28 June, 1675) and defeated it with theloss of
600 men, whereupon the Swedes fell back at all points.

The so-called Battle of Fehrbellin was little more
than a sharp engagement, but its moral effect was



QUEEN HEDPWIG ELEANJRA, CHARLES XII'S GRANDMOTHER,






16971 Introductory. 13

tremendous. The general belief in theinvincibility
of the Swedish arms was rudely shaken ; her German
allies drew back, and Denmark, Brandenburg, Hol-
land and the Emperor fell upon her simultaneously.
By the end of 1676 nearly all her German possessions
were lost, while her fleet was annihilated by the com-
bined Dutch and Danish squadrons under Juel and
Van Tromp at the great two days' battle of Oland.
At this crisis it was the heroic energy of the young
King that alone saved the country. Charles X | . was
at this time arough lad of twenty whose education
had been shamefully neglected by his guardians;
but the bitter ordeal of the next six years was to
ripen, or rather harden, him into a stern and preco-
cious manhood. At first, indeed, it seemed as if the
poor youth were absolutely stunted and stupefied by
the disasters which crashed down upon him one after
another; but, hampered though he was at every
step by craven counsellors and incompetent minis-
ters, his unconquerable courage sustained him to
the end, and his shrewd common-sense (always his
strong point) divining that avictory obtained at any
cost was now the sole remedy for the universal de-
moralisation, he led his army straight against the
invading Danes and utterly routed them at the
battle of Halmstad (17 August, 1676). At the end of
the same year the young King again attacked the
Danes at Lund, against the advice of all his generals,
and won another victory which, relatively:to the
numbers'engaged, was the bloodiest of the century,
8300 out of 16,000 combatants perishing on the
field. The year 1677 was marked by two crushing
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naval defeats of the Swedes at the hands of the
Danes and Dutch and the total loss of Pomerania;
but, in Sweden itself, Charles with only 9000 men
defeated 12,000 Danes at the battle of Landscrona
after afierce struggle of eight hours. Thiscrowning
victory enabled the Swedes in 1678 to recover all the
Scanian fortresses captured by the Danes; but an
invasion of Prussia from Livonia failed utterly—
thus, after seven years of incessant fighting, Sweden
had been barely able to keep the foe at bay at home
and had lost everything abroad. Fortunately, for
her, an uninterrupted series of victories had, in the
meantime, made her ally, Louis X1V ., the arbiter of
Europe, and the terms which he condescended at
last to offer his antagonists, in the course of 1678, in-
cluded a full restitution of all the territory wrested
from Sweden. Protestations were in vain, on this
point legrand Monarque was inexorable. He needed
a strong power in the North devoted to his interests,
and by the treaties of Nijmegen, St. Germaine,
Celle and Lund, Sweden recovered all her German
possessions except a few trifling strips of territory
which her high-handed protector took upon himself
to cede to her more importunate creditors without
her knowledge or consent. Upon the proud and
sensitive mind of Charles X L, however, the dicta-
torial, almost contemptuous, tone of his magnificent
protector produced an ineffaceable impression.
Henceforth he was possessed by an inveterate dis-
like and distrust of everything French,* and we shall

* He would not even wear " a French knife" ashe oontemptuoud-y
called the rapiers of the period.



1697 Introductory. 15

see that in this, as in so many other respects, Charles
X 1'1. was his father's own son.

Charles XL devoted the rest of his days to setting
his house in order. The fiery ordeal through which
he had just passed had opened his eyes to the real
situation of his country ; his practical common-sense
was convinced that only the most rigid economy
could make her Government strong and stable once
more, and he really seems to have believed himself
divinely commissioned to reform her abuses and re-
establish her greatness. His plan was a very simple
one. He determined to thoroughly carry out his
father's reduction, or land-recovery, scheme, well
aware that in this he could count upon the support
of his people; and he addressed himself to the task
with an energy and a perseverance compared with
which even the labours of a Frederick the Great or a
Joseph |1 . seem insignificant. Never, indeed, was
any Swedish monarch so popular as Charles X1I.
The nation at large thoroughly believed in him and
contrasted his manifold energy and manifest honesty
with the slackness and problematical probity of the
aristocratic classes. Ever since the days of Gus-
tavus Adolphus the nobility and gentry of Sweden
had tended to become more and more of a domina-
ting and exclusive military caste gradually appropri-
ating the bulk of the crown-lands and, as a matter of
fact, both impoverishing the State (which in those
dayswas synonymous with the Crown) and gradually
obliterating the yeomanry and peasant proprietors.
Soviolent and vindictive, indeed, was class feeling in
Sweden in those days, that the Riksdag or Diet was
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now inclined to give the King even more than he
asked for; the noble and the non-noble orders bid
repeatedly against each other to win his favour, and
if at the end of his reign Charles X | . found himself
one of the most absolute princes in Europe, it was
far less the result of his own seeking than of his
people's choosing. From the first the three lower
Estates (Clergy, Burgesses and Peasants) warmly
supported the King's land-redemption project, not
so much because the State would gain as because the
gentry would suffer by it. The Riksdags of 1682,
1686 and 1693 successively authorised Charles X | . to
examine all the title-deeds of all the landed estates
in the realm with a view to their ultimate recovery
by the Crown; zealously interpreted all the funda-
mental laws in a non-natural, monarchical sense, and
even revived long obsolete laws for the express bene-
fit of the Crown. It isremarkable, too, that, in all
these matters the Estates themselves took the initi-
ative. TheKing, all along, kept discreetly in the back-
ground, skilfully taking advantage of the antagonism
of the Estates; now and then putting |leading questions
to them as to the exact limitsof his prerogatives and
invariably using their invariably favourable responses
as the starting-points for fresh pretensions. At last
the Riksdag became little more than the obsequious
mouth-piece of royalty, and the climax of self-sur-
render was reached when the Riksdag of 1693 by its
so-called " Suveranetets-forklaring” or  Declaration
of Sovereignty, solemnly declared his Majesty to be
" an all-commanding sovereign king responsible for
his actions to none on earth, but with power and au-
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thority asa Christian King to rule and govern his
realm as it seemeth him best." On the other hand,
it isonly fair to add that Charles X | . made excellent
use of his practically unlimited power. His order-
ing, reforming hand was felt in every corner of the
realm, and though the redemption of the crown-lands
was frequently pressed on with a relentless sternness
not easily distinguishable from cruelty, and though
such an economical revolution could not fail, for a
time, to depreciate all sorts of property and thus have
avery unsettling effect generally, yet, in the long run,
it was a distinct and lasting benefit to the State and
the nation. The finances were regulated, the treas-
ury was replenished, trade developed, agriculture im-
proved and the national defences were strengthened
and multiplied.

And the moral improvement of Sweden under
Charles X 1. was even more remarkable than her
material improvement. It stands to reason that
under an absolute monarch whose every action was
determined by a stern sense of duty, and who was
known towork all his days and half his nights in the
public service, thrift and industry would be regarded
as the cardinal virtues and none would have the
slightest chance of preferment who was not prepared
to work at least as hard as his master. The people
naturally followed the example of their King and the
wholesome influence of Charles XL had a bracing,
hardening effect upon the national character which
was perhaps the real secret of that wonderful elas
ticity which enabled the nation to sustain a twenty
years' war against the banded might of Europe be-
neath the banner of his herg_[c son.
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The stability of Sweden at home corresponded
with her renewed importance abroad. In the latter
days of Charles X | . she once again became a great
Power whose friendship was coveted and whose
enmity was avoided. The King himself, who had
no great liking for diplomacy (he seems to have re-
garded it as little else than lying on alarge scale),
left the department of foreign affairs almost entirely
in the hands of his Chancellor, the aged Bengt
Oxenstjerna, whose cautious circumspection man-
aged, though not without some difficulty, to keep
Sweden clear of all continental complications.
Oxenstjerna shared his master's distrust of Louis
X1V ., and the guarantee treaty of The Hague which
he concluded with Holland in September, 1681
(Spain and the Emperor acceding to it a year later),
aimed at keeping France in her proper place. Louis
retaliated by arming Denmark and Brandenburg
against Sweden, and in 1683 a Franco-Danish fleet
actually appeared in the Baltic; but Holland hast-
ened to the assistance of her ally and the Peace of
Regensburg ultimately restored the tranquillity of
Europe for the next five years. In 1688, however,
the ambition of Louis X1V . raised up a fresh coali-
tion against him and led to another European war.
Strenuous efforts were made on both sides to draw
Sweden into it; but though Charles X L, mindful of
his youthful exploits, was strongly tempted, to draw
his sword once more, his constant regard for the
true welfare of his country prevailed. He waited,
therefore, until the belligerents were exhausted and
then (1697) offered his mediation which was accepted
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at the great peace congress at Rijswijk, the history
of which belongs to the reign of his son.

Such, in short, prior to the accession of Charles
X11.,wasthepolitical history of Sweden, an outline
of which was necessary to the right understanding
of that monarch's reign. We have seen, to sum up
briefly, how the modern Swedish State was, in the
main, the creation of Gustavus Vasa;, how its nor-
mal development was interrupted under his sons,
and diverged eccentrically under his grandson ; how
the weakness of Sweden's neighbours and the great-
ness of her own rulers enabled her, for a time, to
persevere in her glorious but mistaken policy; how
the slightest reverse (e. g. Fehrbellin) sufficed to
shake the imposing but unsubstantial fabric of her
greatness to its very base, and how, finally, only the
casual assistance of a foreign potentate permitted
that painstaking master-builder, Charles XL, to
shore up again, though not for long, the subsiding
political structure. But such an unnatural state of
things could not last for ever. Indefensible his-
torically and impossible geographically, the Swedish
Empire was bound to fall sooner or later, and it is
the heroic but hopeless struggle of Charles X 11. to
still uphold it when its time had come, which gives
to his adventurous career its inexhaustible interest
and its tragic pathos.
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Birth of Charles XII.—Character as a child—His mother Queen
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findthefollowingentry onJunel?,
1682, in Charles XL's diary: "To-
day, Saturday, at a quarter to eight
in the morning, my consort was de-
livered of and bare me ason. Eter-
nal praise and glory be to God who
hath holpen her and may He like-
wise help her speedily to her former health again"
—this child, the only one of Charles XI.'sfive sons
who survived babyhood, was named after his father
and the world knows him now as Charles X I 1.
During his early infancy, the boy was brought up
30
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beneath the eye of his excellent mother, the pru-
dent, amiable and pious Ulrica Leonora, whose vir-
tues and charities endeared her as much to the land
of her adoption as to the land of her birth."* " She
was," wrote the French ambassador D'Avaux at the
time of her death, " she was beloved and honoured
by all men, because to all she was kind and good."
Her son had more reason than anyone else to be
grateful to her. He seems to have been one of
those lads who are full of rare promise, but need the
control of afirm and steady hand. His strength of
character at a very early age considerably impressed
those about him, but must have tried them severely
too. On one occasion, when his mother came to the
nursery to take him to church, he absolutely refused
to stir from the high chair in which he was perched.
The Queen, much astonished, asked the reason why,
when it appeared that he had promised his nurse
not to move till she came back and nothing could
prevail upon the child to depart from his given
word. Naturally enough this commendable firm-
ness of purpose became sheer obstinacy in nine
cases out of ten. Thus, on another occasion, he
chose to maintain that blue was black, and stuck
to his opinion through thick and thin, and once he
got the idea into his head that the court-painter
Behn was exactly like a monkey, and nothing in the
world could get it out again. His courage was
equally. precocious. How, when a little boy, his
hand was severely bitten by a ravenous dog to

* She was the youngest surviving daughter of Frederick |11 . of
Denmark.
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which he had surreptitiously offered a crust of bread
under the dinner-table ; how he tried to shield the
offending animal by secretly wrapping his napkin
about the wound, and how his sudden faintncss
from loss of blood alone betrayed the accident, is a
well-known story ; throughout his life, indeed, he
had a perfect horror of cowards and cowardice. It
was the constant aim of his wise and watchful
mother to tame and soften this essentially manly
but stubborn and masterful nature, and to her loving
care is mainly due the early development of the
nobler features of his character, such as his truthful-
ness, piety, self-control and love of justice, qualities
which were to distinguish him ever afterwards. She
taught him to say his prayers at her knee every
morning and evening; she accustomed him betimes
to the sobering sight of misery and the joy of re-
lieving it by making him her little almoner among
her poor, and she was particularly urgent with him
on the duty of guarding his tongue and temper and
respecting the feelings of others. Nor, a scholar
herself, was she unmindful of his mental training.
He was taught German as well as Swedish from his
very cradle; he learnt his first ideas of things from
Ulrica Leonora's magnificent collections of 'coins,
medallions and engravings ; was encouraged to ask
guestions about all he heard and saw, and soon took
adelight in repeating every evening to his mother
all that he had been taught during the day. When
he was four he had sufficiently advanced to need a
tutor, so his mother took him with her to the Uni-
versity of Upsala and, after very careful enquiries,
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selected three of the professors there, leaving it to
the little Prince himself to choose which of the three
he liked best. Without a moment's hesitation
Charles gave his hand to Andreas Norcopensis who,
in the following year, was made a Secretary of State
and ennobled under the name of Nordenhjelm, so as
to qualify him for his high office. Nordenhjelm,
" the father of Swedish eloquence" and by far the
greatest Latin scholar that his country had yet pro- .
duced, was a quiet, old-fashioned, god-fearing man
of simple tastes and habits, who would have been
considered an oddity at any other Court than that
of Charles X|. Although nearly forty-nine years
older than his little pupil, he soon succeeded in win-
ning the child's love and confidence. His success as
atutor was certainly remarkable, though his labours
were, no doubt, very much lightened by the Prince's
extraordinary quickness. In avery short time and
"as if in sport," Charles had mastered the rudiments
of geography, arithmetic, history and the elements
of Latin grammar. Some fragments of the conver-
sations which Nordenhjelm used to have with his
pupil have come down to us, and are interesting as
showing the bias of the child's mind even at that
early age. Take for instance the following dialogue
on courage— Nordenhjelm: " Is it right, think
you, to expose one's self to danger?'—Charles:
"Yes, but not too much."—N. "When do you
think, - then, that one is too venturesome ?"—C.
"When one cares for nothing at all."—N. " Now
would it not be better never to expose one's self to
danger ?"—C " No, for then one would be called a
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hare."—N. " But, surely, it is better to be called a
hare and live, than to be called alion after one is
dead ?"—C. " No, it would be shameful to live and
be called a hare. | would rather be dead and hon-
oured/* Another time Nordenhjelm asked the little
Prince for his definition of a gentleman. Charles
replied that a gentleman should be generous and
kindly but withal of a stout heart, rough as alion to
his enemies but as gentle as a lamb to all at home.

The Queen continued to regularly examine her
son to see what progress he made and, to stimulate
him still further by a noble example, she had printed
for his special use a good German translation of the
diary in which his grandfather Charles X. had kept
a record of his own youthful studies and travels.
When, however, the boy had reached his seventh
year, his father considered him old enough to have
aroom of his own, and " be put into the hands of
men-folk," so Count Erik Lindskjold was appointed
his governor, though Nordenhjelm continued to be
his tutor. _

The precocious manliness of Charles X | | . was not
a little stimulated and developed by the rude but
bracing moral atmosphere to which he was accus
tomed from his infancy. Sweden under Charles X | .
has been compared to a vast, perfectly regulated
machine, the motive power of which was the ubiqui-
tous, indefatigable King himself. It may be still
more appropriately described as a huge patriarchal
household where economy, frugality, punctuality,
industry and practical piety were not so much ab-
stract principles as the hard concrete cardinal factors
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of everyday life. In that ideal regime of common-
sense everybody's value was measured by the qual-
ity plusthe quantity of the work he did, the King
in this, asin all other respects, setting the example.
Charles XL rose every day, summer and winter, be-
tween three and four, and by breakfast time (six
o'clock) most of his Cabinet work was over. The
Ministers naturally imitated their master, and we
are told by eye-witnesses that their ante-chambers
were thronged as early as five o'clock. Of anything
like a Court in the modern, conventional sense of
the word there was no sign. The practical, hard-
headed, under-educated monarch despised the luxu-
ries and the refinements of life and looked upon
slothand frivolity as unpardonable offences. Besides,
there was nobody to keep a Court going. The
Queen Consort, especially in her later years, was so
great an invalid that she rarely quitted her rooms;
the Queen Dowager divided her time pretty equally
between her lap-dogs and her card-tables, while the
King, when he was not shut up with his secretaries,
was scouring the country, taking stock of everything,
seeing that everyone was doing his duty, snatching
a hasty, random meal here and there on his way and
grudging even the time he gave to sleep. Soldier-
ing, hunting and break-neck riding were his only
pastimes, and the more perilous they were, the more
he seemed to likethem. Hismilitary exercises could
scarcely be called sham fights, for they were always
attended by loss of limb or life, Charles himself
breaking his thigh so seriously on one occasion,
while charging, that he was lame for the rest of his



26 Charles XIL [1682- -

days. His rapid rides and drives were scarcely less
dangerous. The French ambassador, D'Avaux, at-
tributed Charles XL's last illness to his " terrible
gallops and frequent falls."—" For several years," * he
adds, " the King has delighted in riding fifty to sixty
Swedish leagues at a stretch with such prodigious
rapidity that a good courier could not do in two
days what he has done in one." As a bear-hunter
he was unmatched for skill and courage, frequently
attacking the animal at close quarters and single-
handed to save a comrade. On one such occasion
he exerted himself so violently as to burst a blood-
vessel, an accident which was very nearly the death
of him. On Sundays, however, he was always
" quiet," as he expressed it, attending divine service
twice and often thrice during the day and hearing a
sermon in his own room when he could not go to
church. His piety, indeed, was deep and unaffected
and coloured every action of his life. He read a
chapter in the Bible every morning and evening, took
the sacrament very regularly and never without care-
ful preparation, kept the anniversary of the Battle of
Lund in his own chamber on his knees, and ordered
the titles " His Majesty " and " Our Most Gracious
King" to be struck out of the prayer for the Royal
Family in the Swedish Liturgy because, to use his
ownwords: " | am but a man and asinner like other
men and Almighty God is appeased not by high-
sounding titles, but by the prayers of faithful and
humble hearts."—He would listen, moreover, with

* D'Avaux, xxxiv., 57. Charlesin his Dagbok” frequently alludes
to these hard rides with evident satisfaction.
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exemplary humility to remonstrances and even re-
proaches from the pulpit as coming from God, though
othenvise his almost ungovernable temper would rage
tempestuously on the slightest contradiction, to the
terror of those about him. Under such a monarch,
who was only saved from being a downright Puritan
by avery strong if somewhat rough sense of humour,
the pleasures of the Court were always severely simple
and with an obviously practical end. In Charles
XL's privatediary, which extends over twenty years,
there is only one recorded instance of a masquerade.
Weddings, christenings, church-services, reviews,
sledging-parties, these were the ordinary relaxations
which Charles XL allowed himself and his family.
More special occasions were the public receptions of
foreign princes (the only times when there was some-
thing like pomp and ceremony), the public recanta-
tions of Jews or papists which the royal family
always made a point of attending, and once ajuggler
was admitted into the palace to perform tricks with
a magic wand. The King was not, however, the
absolute boor he is sometimes represented to be.
The interest he took in church architecture and his
munificence to the great artist, Ehrenstrahl, whom
he ennobled, show that he had some taste for art
though, to be sure, the chef-doeuvres he liked the
best were the pictures of the bear-hounds that had
saved his life and the hunters that he had ridden to
death which still adorn the walls of the Palace of
Gripsholm and attest the genius of the Swedish
Landseer.

Charles XL gave the same minute attention to the
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education of his son that he gave to everything
else and the happy knack with which he hit upon
the right men for his purpose says much for his
natural shrewdness. Count Erik Lindskjold, the
Prince's first governor, was the son of asmith who
had risen to the highest offices in the State entirely
by his own exertions, and was equally famous in his
day as a poet, scholar, speaker and statesman. His
tact, cheerfulness and astonishing capacity for hard
work greatly endeared him to the King, and the
Danish minister at Stockholm has described him as
" the strongest spirit of them all who can twist all
men and all things as he will." Unfortunately the
young Prince had the benefit of his experience for
only two years, Lindskjold dying somewhat sud-
denly at the beginning of 1690. He was succeeded
by the adroit and keen-witted Count Nils Gylden-
stolpe, one of the most successful of Charles XL's
diplomatists, who, after spending most of his time
abroad in his country's service, had so many charges
thrust upon him on his return home that his super-
intendence of his illustrious pupil's studies must
have been very perfunctory. The lion's share of
the work therefore fell upon the tutor, Norden-
hjelm, who also died in 1694. Thomas Polus, a
diplomatist of high standing and large experience,
took his place, but being at the same time indispen-
sable elsewhere as one of the overworked Secretaries
of State, he received, eleven months later, the assist-
ance of Gustavus Cronhjelm, also an official of great
experience whose L atin orations were much admired.
In theology the Prince was instructed by that model
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prelate Erik Benzelius, Bishop of Strengnas, after-
wards Primate, who composed a Breviarium His
toric Ecclesice for his special behoof.

Despite this constant change of teachers, most of
whom could only have given him avery small por-
tion of their precious time, the Prince made extraor-
dinarily rapid progress in his studies. His natural
parts were excellent, but a strong bias in the direc-
tion of abstract thought and mathematics in particu-
lar was noticeable from the first. For history and
languages he had less liking, while the fine arts and
belles-lettres scarcely interested him at all. He read-
ily assimilated whatever was taught him and di-
gested it with remarkable thoroughness. In avery
short time he could translate Latin into Swedish
and German, and German or Swedish into Latin at
sight, and he learnt enough of Greek to be able to
read his Testament in the original language. He
was well acquainted with the works of Caesar, Justin,
Cornelius Nepos, Cicero and, perhaps, Curtius before
he was twelve, and heroic lives, such as are to be
found in the Latin classics and the Norse Sagas, had
an attraction for him which his tutor considered ab-
solutely mischievous. On one occasion Nordenhjelm
issaid to have asked him what he thought of Alex-
ander the Great.—" | should love to belike him,"
replied the Prince.—" But he only lived till he was
thirty-two," objected the tutor.—"When one has
conquered a whole kingdom, one has lived quite
long enough," said Charles. French he always dis-
liked, no doubt copying his father in this respect.
It was only on being told that the Kings of Poland
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and Denmark knew it thoroughly and it would be a
shame for a King of Sweden to be inferior to them
in knowledge of any sort, that he was persuaded to
learn it at all, but he could very seldom be prevailed
upon to speak it. His first governor, Lindskjtfld,
tried to arouse him out of this obstinacy by remark-
ing what a graceful and useful accomplishment it
would be for a Swedish King to be able to address
a French ambassador in his own language.—" My
dear Lindskjold," replied the Prince, " | know some
French already and mean to learn still more. Should
| ever meet the King of France, | will speak to him
in his own language; but, surely, it would be more
becoming for any French ambassador who comes
hither, to learn Swedish for my sake than for me to
learn French for his."

A German scholar * of the last century, comment-
ing upon Charles X11.* s studies.and tutors, ignorant-
ly exclaims: " How extraordinary must have been
the genius of the hero since it happily resisted the
united efforts of a whole company of pedantic busy-
bodies who, with the best intentions in the world,
would fain have stifled it." Now, to say nothing of
the fact that most of Charles's preceptors, so far
from being mere pedants, were hard-headed men of
the world first and only scholars afterwards, we can
satisfy ourselves from the very careful directions
drawn up by Charles XL for the guidance of his son's
governors and tutors, what a horror the boy's parents
had for anything like cramming. The tutorial staff
was strictly enjoined not to overload the pupil's

* A. L. Schlozer.
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memory, nor disgust him with too many subjects at
a time; but to lead him on insensibly, and as if
spontaneously, from one thing to another. His
studies were to be made pastimes. Moreover, as
might have been expected of such parents as Charles
X 1. and Ulrica Leonora, far more care was given to
the lad's moral than to his mental training. The
following extract from the above mentioned direc-
tions speaks for itself: " The tutor must impress
upon his pupil, on all occasions, that although he is
a King's son and the heir to a great realm, never-
theless he ought always humbly to recognise this as
God's special grace and favour and be diligent in
acquiring those Christian virtues and necessary dis-
positions which can alone make him worthy of his
high birth and fit for his high calling. The Prince
must learn, betimes, to bear in mind that it is
Almighty God alone who sets kings up and puts
them down, and 't is He who will, one day, demand
a strict reckoning from all those who are born to
crowns and sceptres as to how they have made use
of what has been placed in their hands, wherefore it
becomes them especially to take heed lest they mis-
use the authority which God has given them to the
oppression of others and their own destruction.”
The death of his mother in 1693 when he was only
eleven years old was an irreparable loss to Charles
X11., but his father now took him in hand and did
much tp make of him the man he was to be. Itis
true that Charles X |. has been severely blamed in
some quarters for interrupting his son's studies and
giving him, as it has been said, a wrong bias. | am
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inclined to think, however, that the strong common-
sense of the father knew what was best for his own
son. The fact is often overlooked that, as a child,
Charles X I'1. was so delicate, that many, D'Avaux
among the number, never thought that he would
live to see manhood. Over-study would have been
very injurious to such a weakling. What the lad
wanted most was plenty of exercise and fresh air
and the father, who had outgrown his own somewhat
delicate infancy by means of the same vigorous regi-
men, determined that his son should do likewise.
So the little fellow was taught to ride before he was
four, and at eight he was quite at home in the sad-
dle. He shot his first fox when he was seven, and
the sangfroid with which he brought down his first
bear, at a single shot, when only eleven, astonished
the most experienced huntsmen and delighted his
proud father. A few weeks later he shot his first
stag dead at ninety-six paces, a fact also noted in the
King's private diary with evident satisfaction. From
henceforth the companionship between father and
son became closer and closer and, in his later years,
itisalways" with my son, Carl"* that Charles XL
goes his rounds, drilling regiments, conducting
manoeuvres, attending christenings, weddings, and
funerals, inspecting studs, foundries, churches, dock-
yards, factories, granaries, and in this way the boy
was gradually initiated into all the minutiae of
administration. For the science of war he had
already a marked preference. His favourite pastime
at six years of age was to construct trenches and

» Daghok.
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bastions on scientific principles, and the Wednesday
and Friday lessons in fortification and strategy
given to him by Quartermaster-general Stuart (but
only as a treat after hisother lessons had been done)
were his happiest moments. As he grew older he
took an active part, as often as possible, in the
reviews and skirmishes in which his father delighted
so much. He would be seen at these so-called sham
fights which were often such serious businesses,
plunging into the thickest of the melee, with a reck-
lessness which would have endangered his life but
for his wariness and coolness. He was very proud
of the knocks and bruises he frequently received on
these occasions and learnt, betimes, from his father
to despise luxury and even comfort. The private
diary of Charles X | . shows how watchful he was over
his son and also how dearly he loved him, though,
stern hard man as he was, he shrank from any out-
ward exhibition of feeling, save that of anger, as
weak and womanish. | am inclined to think, too,
that his influence over his son was far greater than
is commonly supposed and that this influence ac-
counts for very much in Charles X11.'s character
which is otherwise inexplicable, such, for instance,
as his precocious reserve and taciturnity, his dislike
of everything French, and his self-assured and un-
hesitating choice or rejection of servants and minis-
ters at the beginning of his reign when he was still a
mere boy. Unfortunately for the young Prince, and
for Sweden, that salutary influence was now to be
withdrawn at the very moment when it was most

needed.
%
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Since the death of his consort, Charles X 1. had
been a changed man. This bereavement had sud-
denly and completely shattered the fortitude on
which he prided himself so much—his sorrow was so
violent that he had even to take to his bed. On the
occasion of the Queen's funeral, some weeks later,
we are told * that he wept all through the four hours
that the ceremony lasted and long afterwards, when
he was, seemingly, much the same as before; the
pathetic entries in his private diary, T intended for
no eye but his own, show that her loss was a wound
which never really healed. In the course of 1694
the King wastormented by internal painsyet, with
characteristic obstinacy, would take nothing for them
but such simple domestic remedies as his mother
could suggest, and he abated not atittle of hisrig-
orous labours and perilous pastimes. Throughout
1695 he grew slowly but steadily worse, and by the
summer of 1696 was so seriously ill that the doctors
were sent for, but their drugs benefited him but
little.:}: Still, though he could scarce hold himself
upright, he persisted in going about as if nothing
were the matter—it seemed asif that iron will which
had never yet bent before the might of circumstances
would now fain wrestle with the mortal foe within.
In January, 1697, he undertook alongand fatiguing
tour of inspection and returned to Stockholm a
dying man, though none dare tell him so. Through-

* D'Avaux.
t Dagbok, 31 December, 1693.
Characteristically enough there is nothing at all said about this
fn hisdiary.
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out February and March he grew weaker and
weaker, so that the Crown Prince had now to do the
honours of the Court, though his father, as late as
February 21st, was at a wolf hunt and three days
later went on another tour of inspection. But it was
to be his last. Immediately on his return he took
to his bed and prayers were offered up for him in all
the churches, a thing which he had hitherto sternly
forbidden. By April 1st, which fell on Good Friday,
all hope was abandoned, and the royal patient's
sufferings were so terrible that his speedy release
became the dearest wish of those who loved him
best. The last sign of recognition he gave was on
Easter Tuesday, a few moments before his death,
when his aged equerry, Gustaf Hard, who had been
the constant companion of all his adventurous rides
and hunts, was brought to his bedside. The familiar
sight of that faithful old servant revived, for an
instant, the memory of the dying monarch. He
stretched out his hands towards his comrade and
cried: " Farewell, Gustaf Hard ! thanks for every day
we have had together! God grant we may meet
again in the Kingdom of Heaven! " These were his
last intelligible words. He expired at half-past nine
on the evening of April 5, 1697, in the thirty-seventh
year of his reign and the forty-second of his age.
No other Swedish King had ever deserved so well of
his country.
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BHARLES X 1. had carefully provided
}  beforehand against the not improbable
contingency of his successor's minor-
ity and the five Regents designated
by him, with the Queen Dowager as
President and the aged Bengt Oxen-
stjerna as Chancellor, entered upon
their functions immediately after the demise of the
Crown. The members of this Regency (the third
36
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that Sweden had had within the last fifty years) if
not exactly great statesmen were, at any rate, prac-
tical, hard-headed politicians who had not served
under such a master as Charles XL in vain, and
during the seven months that they held sway no
blunders were made and no national interests were
injured which, considering the difficulties that con-
fronted them both at home and abroad, is saying a
good deal. The internal administration continued
on much the same lines as during the late reign,
while abroad the successful conclusion * of the great
peace congress at Rijswijk, chiefly owing to the tact
and patience of the President, Baron Lillieroth, the
Swedish minister at The Hague, was justly regarded
asa signal triumph of Sweden's pacific diplomacy.
The young King (he was only fifteen) was present
in the council every day and took a deep and grow-
ing interest in the discussions there. He spoke fre-
guently and much to the point on all subjects except
foreign affairs, and his utterances we are told argued
amaturity of judgment far beyond his years. But
other and less pleasing traits of character also came
to light, chief among which was an occasional ob-
stinate taciturnity unnatural in one so young. Thus,
to give only one instance, during the long debates in
the Senate as to the fitness of Colonel Maurice
Vellingk for the post of envoy at the Luneberg
Court, the Kingwas repeatedly asked his opinion on
the matter but, despite all the efforts of his grand-

* Peace between France and the maritime Powers was concluded
on September 20, 1697, and between France and the Emperor a
month later.
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mother and his five guardians, not a syllable could
be got out of him.* Still, on the whole, Charles's
conduct impressed people very favourably. His
courage and sangfroid were remarkable. On the
occasion of the great fire, soon after his accession,
which utterly destroyed the palace at Stockholm
and, for a time, left the royal family houseless, he
displayed atruly astonishing presence of mind. The
ever-watchful D'Avaux was much struck by hisappli-
cation and ability and privately reports to Louis
X1V . that the young King of Sweden during the
whole period of his tutelage showed much good
sense and judgment. He adds that Charles has
ambition, large views, great designs and the noble
emulation of imitating the actions of great men.
There can, indeed, be little doubt that if only the
young Prince had been allowed the opportunity of
gradually gaining experience and developing his
naturally great talents for the next few years beneath
the guidance of his guardians, as Charles XL had
intended, he would have made as good a king as
ever his father had been. Unfortunately it was not
to be. A sudden though noiseless revolution was
now to traverse all the wise precautions of Charles
XL and place absolute power in the hands of a rash
lad of fifteen.

This calamity, for such it ultimately proved to

* That such occurrences were pretty frequent is obvious from such
entries in the protocols as these: "His majesty would give no

opinion"—" His majesty made no reply thereto." Carlson.—Com-
pare D"Avaux: "A peine aucun senateur lui peut-il arracher une
parole. Il €coute tout ce qu'on lui dit, mais il ne repond pasun

mot."
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Sweden, was due to several causes. The death of
Charles X | . had awakened many hopes and removed
many fears. The nobility and gentry, who had
trembled for twenty years beneath his iron sceptre,
breathed freely once more and already began schem-
ing for the recovery of their lost power and property.
From the Regents, who were mostly self-made men
and rigorousdisciples of the late King, they hadlittle
to expect; but they flattered themselves they would
be sure of the grateful liberality of theyoung Princeif
they succeeded in freeing him from the bonds of
tutelage. When we add that the members of the
Raad, or Senate, which under the will of the late
King had a part, though a subordinate part, in the
government, were jealous of the accidentally superior
authority of the Regents, who, only a few months
before, had been no more than their own colleagues;
when we recollect, moreover, that the Regency itself
was distracted by endless dissensions, especially in
relation to foreign affairs, the Chancellor, Oxenstjerna,
clinging tenaciously to the Maritime Powers while
his " contradictors," as he called them, advocated the
French alliance, the, at first sight, strange and start-
ling events of the short Riksdag of 1697, which was
summoned, ostensibly to bury the late King, are
easily intelligible.

The Estates assembled at Stockholm on Saturday,
November 6th, and on the following Monday the
nobility, who fancied they had most to gain by the
projected change, proceeded to carry it out forth-
with. Taking advantage of the momentary absence
of the Secretary of the House, the Marshal of the
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Diet, in atone of voice " between chatting and de-
bating," turned to the gentleman nearest to him and
began eloquently expatiating on the King's pre-
cocious talents ; suggested what a delightful thing it
would be if the Estates could see their gracious
young King in the full possession of his rights before
they separated, and insinuated that his Majesty
might, perhaps, receive such a representation with
favour. He was interrupted by loud hurrahs from
the nobility and gentry, and all, with one voice, ex-
pressed the wish that the King might be immediately
invited to assume the government of the realm. A
formal motion to that effect was then made and car-
ried almost by acclamation (what feeble opposition
there was being promptly suppressed) and a deputa-
tion instantly waited upon Charles, who received the
delegates graciously but prudently advised them,
first of all, to consult the Senate on so important a
matter. An hour later a delegation of seventy-four
noblemen and gentlemen, headed by their Marshal,
waited upon the Senate accordingly ; the Senate and
the Regents, determined not to be behindhand with
the nobility in their devotion to royalty, expressed
their hearty concurrence with the motion of the First
Estate and the Regents; the Senate and the noble
deputation waited upon the King forthwith, when
Chancellor Oxenstjerna, acting as spokesman, begged
his Majesty to gladden the hearts of his subjects
by graciously assuming the reins of government.
Charles at once expressed his willingness to concur
with the desires of his faithful subjects, whereupon
the Queen Dowager, the Regents and the Senate
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kissed the King's hand and congratulated him on his
assumption of the royal power. This speculation of
the nobility, for it was nothing else, had been carried
out without the consent or even the knowledge of
the three lower Estates, the clergy, burgesses, and
peasants ; but they were now formally acquainted
with and invited to co-operate in it. A few timid
warning voices were raised in the Estate of clergy,
but the bulk of the commoners showed an equal
alacrity in king-making, and ajoint deputation from
all four Estates went helter-skelter up to the palace
to respectfully petition his Majesty, in the name of
the Riksdag, to take the government into his own
hands. The King's reply was brief but to the point.
He would not resist, he said, the urgent appeal of
the Estates of the realm, but would take over the
government of the kingdom in God's name. It was
characteristic of him that, immediately after the
deputation had withdrawn, he retired to his own
chamber and spent an hour there on his knees in
silent prayer. This noiseless revolution, whose con-
seguences were to be so momentous both to Sweden
and to Europe, had been accomplished in less than
twelve hours.

A period of surprise and uncertainty ensued. The
impenetrable reserve and taciturnity of the young
King baffled all conjecture. The French ambassa:
dor, D'Avaux, was only expressing the opinion of
everyone elss when he wrote home to his.Court:
" We don't know where we are at present." "~ The no-
bility, who hoped most from the change of govern-
ment they had brought about, were the first to dis-
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cover that their new master had a heavier hand than
the old one. The Riksdag had been dissolved after
a three weeks' session, but each of the four Estates
was allowed to sit separately for some weeks longer
to settle its particular affairs. The nobility had
interpreted this as a sign of the King'sgood-will, and
forthwith submitted to him sundry petitions in
which they humbly besought him to relieve their
burdens and especially to suspend or, at any rate,
restrict the operation of the land-redemption sys
tem. In a week the petitions were returned with
the curt and caustic reminder that his Majesty
considered himself the best judge of all personal
merit and would be gracious to whom he chose.
The novelties introduced by Charles at his corona-
tion were still more portentous. In the first place
the Estates had to swear the oath of allegiance
before instead of after that function as heretofore.
The fact that the crown was not, according to time-
honoured custom, placed on the King's head during
the ceremony, but was worn by his Majesty on his
way to church, also caused considerable uneasiness.
The Senate too, instead of riding on horseback in
the royal procession, as usual, had to walk holding
the baldachin over the head of the King, who rode
to church in full regalia* He was welcomed at the
church door by the archbishop and attendant prel-
ates with the words: " Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord!" and escorted to the sanc-
tuary, where he took his seat on a silver chair placed

* The crown fell from his head just as he was mounting his horse,
an accident naturally interpreted by many as of very evil omen.
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on athrone draped with scarlet damask and cloth of
gold. After listening to a sermon from Bishop
Spegel and divesting himself of his crown and
mantle, he knelt before the altar for his anointing,
which was performed in the usual way, immediately
after which he replaced the crown on his head and
remounted his throne. But the most significant of
all these changes was the King's omission to take
the coronation oath, as all his ancestors had done
since the foundation of the monarchy, an omission
which was interpreted to mean that he considered
himself under no obligation whatever to his subjects.
A pang of dismay, we are told by a contemporary,
went through the very bones and marrow of the
spectators and many began to ask themselves where
this young Prince who, at the very outset of his
reign, did not hesitate to break the most venerable
customs of the land would be likely to stop.

Equally radical were the administrative changes,
though here it was not so much public opinion as
private ambition that suffered. Only two days after
the coronation, the aged Chancellor, Oxenstjerna, was
sharply reminded that he was no longer adiplomatic
oracle but simply the chief clerk of a department of
State and was ordered to confine himself entirely to
the duties of that department for the future. On
the other hand proceedings were instituted against
two of Oxenstjerna’'s most illustrious opponents,
Fabian Wrede and Nils Bjelke, for alleged. malad-
ministration and even peculation. The Raad or
Senate too, that venerable assembly of experienced
councillors, lost most of its remaining authority
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and was quite.overshadowed by two new men of
lowly origin to whom the King now gave his entire
confidence. These new men, Thomas Polus and
Carl Piper, were made Senators (December 31, 1697)
and subsequently Counts (January 3, 1698) on the
same day and had the chief control of foreign and
domestic affairs respectively. Polus, whom we have
already learnt to know as one of Charles's tutors, is
described by the foreign ministers at Stockholm as
an able and honest statesman ; but he seems to have
lacked initiative and was certainly nothing like so
prominent a person as his colleague Piper, who for
the next thirteen yearswas to be, as we shall see, the
right-hand man of theyoung King. The government
now took more and more of an autocratic shape
even in its outward forms. D'Avaux describes
Charles at this period as even more imperious in
public than his father. " The Senators," he tells us,
" used to enter the chamber of the late King when-
ever they chose, and when there would converse
freely and pretty loudly; but now they cannot enter
without permission and, while there, must stand in
respectful silence except when they whisper a word
in each others ears." Anti-monarchical strictures,
however respectful or indirect, were promptly visited
with cruel rigour. Thus, for instance, a country
parson named Jacob Boethius, who had protested
from the pulpit against absolute power being placed
in the hands of a boy of fifteen, was arrested in his
bed, at midnight, dragged all the way to Stockholm
and condemned to death though the sentence was
commuted by the King to imprisonment for life in
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a fortress. No wonder then if many, like the French
ambassador, began to fear " a hard reign." Never-
theless, so far as it could be discerned at all, the
character of the young King was, on the whole, en-
couraging, especially when it began to be evident
that his conduct was regulated by strict principle
and not by mere caprice. His absolute refusal to
countenance torture as an instrument of judicial in-
vestigation on the ground that " confessions so
extorted give no sure criteria for basing a judgment
upon," showed him to be more humane as well as
more enlightened than the majority of his council
which had defended the contrary opinion. His ap-
plication to affairs was exemplary, to many it even
seemed excessive. " The King," writes the English
minister, Robinson, to his Court, " has already begun
to take cognisance of affairs and give commands in
all matters with the same perseverance and unceas-
ing diligence as his father did. He rises every
morning at five o'clock and is at work the greater
part of the day, so that if he is well served and does
not injure his health by too much work

there is every prospect here of a happy reign."

But for all his affectation of grown-up airs, for all
his really extraordinary precociousness, Charles was,
after all, but a boy, and his boyishness frequently
rebelled against the unnatural restraint imposed upon
it by breaking all bounds. This isthe real explana-
tion of his extravagances during the two visitsof his
kinsmaa, Frederick |V ., Duke of Holstein, which so
disturbed and distressed his sober-minded subjects.
The Duke first arrived in Sweden in the middle of
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April, 1698, stayed till the middle of August, and
was married on June 2d to the King's eldest and
favourite sister, the Princess Hedwig Sofia. Charles,
who inherited his father's affection for the House of
Holstein and his father's hatred of the rival mon-
archy of Denmark, entertained his cousin magnifi-
cently. The Duke's journey through the land re-
sembled a triumphal progress. Hisentry into Stock-
holm was the most brilliant pageant within living
memory. The King, the Senate and a mob of lesser
notabilities met him at the north gate and escorted
him to the palace amidst the welcomingroar of hun-
dreds of guns. The Duke very soon won the young
King's entire confidence and gained an extraordinary
influence over him by stimulating his natural liking
for dangerous sports and urging him on to the wild-
est escapades. It seemed as if the King, for the first
time in his life, had got a comrade after his own
heart and was determined to make the most of the
opportunity. Thisperiod of Charles'slife has some-
times been called " the Holstein frenzy," and it well
deserves the name. To say nothing of the break-
neck rides, which were of every-day occurrence after
the Duke's arrival, the royal kinsmen frequently
amused themselves by smashing all the plates and
glasses on the dinner-table and flinging all the furni-
ture out of the palace windows. Sometimes they
varied their diversions by tearing off the wigs and
breaking the swords of their gentlemen-in-waiting,
and one evening the good Stockholmerswere horrified
to see the King and the Duke come riding into town
on the same horse (the Dukesitting behind the King
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with nothing on but his shirt) while they broke to
pieces with their drawn swords all the windows they
passed on their way. On another occasion, the
French ambassador tells us, the King and the Duke
tested the sharpness of their swords by decapitating
calves, sheep and dogs in the royal apartments and
pitching the bleeding heads out of the window. This
engrossing pastime lasted a whole week, by the end
of which time the interior of the palace resembled a
shambles. Such conduct naturally excited universal
indignation and disgust, especially against the Duke,
who was even suspected of sinister designs upon the
King's life and crown, for Charles's health wasknown
to be anything but robust and his rooted objection
to matrimony left the unpleasant prospect of a dis-
puted succession by no means improbable. To the
general satisfaction, however, the King's manners
improved immediately after the Duke's departure
and he became the same taciturn, industrious, sef-
contained youth he had been before. The Duke came
again in July, 1699, and on this occasion Charles's
conduct though just as boisterous was, certainly, a
little more decorous. An additional twelve months'
experience of affairs had somewhat sobered him, and
he was more mindful of hiskingly dignity. During
the Duke's second stay, the ordinarily gloomy
Swedish Court seemed absolutely transformed. The
King spared no expense in honour of hisguests, and
scattered what still remained of his father's hoard *

* Unlike his father he was naturally open-handed. It i's estimated
that from March 10 to August 13, 1698, he spent 835,000 dir. in

presentsand entertainments and hisfor eign guests cost him not less
than ~300 a day.
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with a lavish hand. Balls, plays and masquerades
followed in rapid succession, Charles himself fre-
quently dancing with such fire and vigour as to be
obliged to change his clothes twice or thrice in the
course of the evening. The best troupe of actors that
money could procure was obtained from Paris, a
theatre was erected for them in the palace and they
played before the Court twice aweek. The saturnine
young King frolickingwith maids of honour was an
unwonted spectacle, and must have revived con-
siderably the fainting hopes of the mob of match-
makers, who haunted his Court in those days with
comical pertinacity. During the winter of 1698-9
these errant wooers wereparticularly active. Despite
the unusual severity of the winter, one foreign prin-
cess after another forced her way up to Stockholm
through interminable and ever-increasing snow-drifts.
In the beginning of December the Dowager-Duchess
of Holstein, who had an inkling of the nuptial nego-
tiations then going on between the Swedish and
Danish Courts and was determined to prevent them
if possible, came, dragging her youthful daughter
along with her as an additional competitor for the
hand of theyoung King. The Duchess, during her
five days' journey through Sweden, suffered severely
through stress of weather, but gallantly persisted in
her design though it took no lessthan sixteen horses
to drag her carriage along and, at last, she had to
leave them in the snow and take to a peasant's sledge
instead. The Danish minister arrived ten days later,
for the express purpose of circumventing her, and
began his visit by taking to his bed in consequence
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of exposure in the impassable snow-drifts. In Febru-
ary the Princess of Brunswick-Bevern and her daugh-
ter arrived at Stockholm on precisely the same
errand as the Dowager-Duchess of Holstein. " What
does she want?" Charles is reported to have said
on being informed of her arrival; " surely we have
enough of that sort here already ! * The min-
isters of Wurtemberg and Brandenburg were also
busily negotiating with the same object in view so
that, as Carlson aptly expresses it, " the future great
Captain found himself formally beleaguered by Prin-
cesses!

But the fair besiegers soon found him to be im-
pregnable. Charles was of a naturally frigid tem-
perament and the only women whose society he
ever cared for were his excellent mother and his
eldest sister, Hedwig Sofia, now Duchess of Holstein.
A quiet, comfortable domestic life had no charms
for him, but in perils and hardships he had always
delighted. Once, in midwinter, when quite achild,
he left his bed and lay on the bare boards all night
in order to " harden himself," and caught a cold in
consequence which nearly killed him. Fighting was
his true vocation, danger his native element and
he was never so radiantly happy as when in the
midst of a meliee. The force of circumstances was
now to give him his heart's desire and launch an-
other hero upon the world.

For while Charles X I | . was thus serving his ap-
prenticéship at home in peace if not in quietness,
abroad storms had already begun to darken the

political horizon and the outbreak of the bloody war
4 -
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which was to convulse all Europe for a whole gener-
ation could now only be a question of time. In the
South the question of the Spanish succession was
exercising the minds of statesmen, and all the Powers
concerned were anxiously awaiting the death of
Carlos IL of Spain sword in hand. In the North
the perpetual dispute between the House of Hol-
stein and the Danish crown was an equally burning
question, and here Sweden was immediately, not to
say principally, concerned. After the death of Duke
Christian Albert in 1694, Christian V. of Denmark
had renewed all Denmark's ancient claims upon the
Gottorp possessions. Charles XL had at once made
the cause of the new Duke, Frederick IV., his own
and a peace congress, under the mediation of Sweden,
was held at Pinneberg which, however, came to
nothing. After Charles XL's death the quarrel
blazed forth more violently than ever and the Dan-
ish troops invaded Holstein and destroyed the for-
tifications lately erected there. The eagerness, how-
ever, with which all the great Powers courted the
friendship of Sweden during the year 1698 (the year
of the many alliances, as it has been called) was not
without its effect upon Denmark and an attempt was
even made to bring about a marriage between
Charles X I I . and the Danish Princess, Sofia Hedwig,
which was frustrated by the visit of the Duke of
Holstein to Sweden and his marriage to Charles's
sister. But the Duke, aswe have seen, won even
more than this, hewon Charles's friendship, afriend-
shipalwayscharily given, but, oncegiven, irrevocable.
Indeed the Holstein match marks a turning-point in
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Sweden's history and the subsequent appointment
of the Duke of Holstein as generalissimo of the
Swedish troops in Germany was its speedy and Sg-
" nificant consequence. Now that Sweden had defi-
nitely thrown in her lot with Holstein, Denmark was
bound in sdf-defence to look out for allies, and these
were already to hand in the new King of Poland,
Augustus 1L, and the Tsar, Peter |I. It was the
ruling ambition of the former to make his Saxon
Electorate a great Power and while ostensibly nego-
tiating an alliance with Sweden and protesting, both
privately and publicly, his unalterable devotion to
the young Swedish King, he was all the time secretly
plotting against him. His chief counsellor at this
time was the Livonian, Johan Reinhold Patkul, that
political firebrand who was to set the whole North
in flames and whose career and character now
require a word of explanation.

Patkul was born at Stockholm in 1660, in a dun-
geon whither his mother had accompanied his father
who lay there under suspicion of having betrayed the
fortress of Wolmar tothe Poles. He entered the
Swedish army at an early age and was already a
captain when, in 1689, at the head of a deputation
of Livonian gentry, he went to Stockholm to pro-
test against the rigour with which the land-recovery,
system was being carried out in his native prov-
ince. His eloquence and audacity rather interested
Charles XL in his favour; but his representations
were disregarded and the violent and offensive lan-
guage with which in another petition, addressed to
the King three years later, he renewed his complaints
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involved him in a trial for high treason. To
save himself he fled to Switzerland and was
condemned, in contumaciam, to lose his right
hand and his head. For the next four years
he led a vagabond life; but, in 1698, after
vainly petitioning the new King, Charles X I | ., for
pardon, he entered the service of the Elector of
Saxony and it now became the main object of
his life to ruin his King and country. Patkul was
certainly no ordinary man. His gigantic stature,
enormous strength, handsome face and figure and
dogged couragewould alone have made him remark-
able, and he possessed, besides, great intellectual
giftswhich had been fostered by acareful education.
He could be wondrously eloquent in four languages;
could write both Latin and Greek and was well
grounded in history, mathematics and theology.
But this rare combination of unusual giftswas spoilt
by an overweening insolence and a narrow, sdfish
pride. Some modern historians have strangely
idealised Patkul into a hero and martyr of liberty;
in point of fact he was neither the one nor the other.
- The exclusive privileges of his noble caste were the
only liberties heever fought for; hewasasintolerant
of any independence in those below him as he was
impatient of any authority in those above him, and
hisidea of a free Livonia was a handful of irrespon-
sible landlords tyrannising over arace of serfs. Even
as a young man he had been notorious for the
savage brutality with which he treated his depend-
ants and subordinates. With still less reason can
Patkul be considered a martyr. Vindictive hatred
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was the ruling principle of his treacherous conduct.
He deliberately lived the life and justly died the
death of a traitor, and it was not the fault of the
injured master who punished him but of the hard
times that sanctioned such punishments if his fate
was unnecessarily shocking.

With an energy and an ability worthy of a better
cause, Patkul now laboured, day and night, to bring
about a grand coalition for the purpose of partition-
ing the Swedish empire. An alliance to that end
(though purely defensive at first) was concluded
through him between Denmark and Saxony (March,
1698), and in August of the same year he brought
about a meeting at Rawa between King Augustus
and the Tsar, at which the project took a more defi-
nite shape. Peter the Great, that " barbarian with
great progressive ideas," was more interested than
anyone else in its speedy realisation. He saw clearly
enough that Russia must always remain semi-bar-
barous until she had recovered her natural seaboard,
and he was ready to sacrifice everything, honour in-
cluded, to obtain this national requisite. Sweden
stood immediately in his way, and it was only over
the ruins of Sweden's greatness that he could erect
his own empire. Thanks to the restless activity of
Patkul, the coalition against Sweden was rapidly
formed. In August, 1699, the ambitious Frederick
V. of Denmark, only a fortnight after his-accession,
concluded a definite offensive treaty with Saxony
against Sweden, and in November of the same year
an alliance with the same object was concluded be-
tween Russiaand Saxony. Brandenburgwasinvited
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to join the allies but, with characteristic reserve,
preferred to bide her time. All these negotiations
quite escaped the vigilance of Sweden's ministers
abroad. Even Vellingk, her ablest diplomatist, who
was supposed to enjoy the personal friendship of
Augustus, was completely hoodwinked, and con-
fidently assured his Court that peace was certain at
the very moment when invading armies were actually
on the march. Both the Tsar and the King of Po-
land were profuse in hypocritical expressions of
friendship while taking prompt measures to despoil
their good brother and ally of his dominions. We
shall see that this duplicity rankled deeply in the
heart of Charles X I I . who was the soul of honour
himself and he could never either forgive it or for-
get it.

All this time the Swedish King was occupied by
the Holstein question and espoused the cause of his
brother-in-lawwith a zeal which angered and alarmed
the neutral Powers. In the summer of 1699, without
so much as consulting his ministers, he sent 24,000
troopers from Wismar to Holstein to re-build the
fortifications there. Denmark immediately began
to arm, whereupon Charles reinforced his German
- troops with 5000 men from Sweden, quite regardless
of the formal protests of England and Holland and
the indignant remonstrances of Louis XIV. On
October 24, 1699, Denmark addressed a circular to
the Powers declaring and justifying her intention of
attacking Sweden while Charles, who had, at last,
received disquieting rumours of the hostile ma-
noeuvres of Russia and Saxony, strengthened his
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position by a definite defensive alliance with the
Maritime Powers (Treaty of The Hague, January 23,
1700). He was determined not to be the aggressor;
but it is certain that, full of martial ardour, he im-
patiently awaited the outbreak of hostilities. He
had not long to wait. On February 12, 1700, the
Saxon troops invaded Livonia and laid siege to
Riga without any previous declaration of war and,
a fortnight later, the Danes occupied Holstein.
Charles was at a bear-hunt when the news was
brought him, and he received it with a nonchalance
which was absolutely unintelligible to his suite.
Turning with a smile to the French ambassador, he
said: " Wewill soon make King Augustus return
by the way he came.” He at once hastened back to
Stockholm to make his final preparations and there
he learned, for the first time, that Russia aso had
joined the league against him. The imperturbable
coolness of the young King filled everyone with
astonishment. The approach of danger seemed to
have made the boy a man. " | have resolved," he
said to the Senate, " never to begin an unrighteous
war; but | have aso resolved never to finish a
righteous war till | have utterly crushed my ene-
mies/' At a later day the whole nation had good
cause to remember these ominous words. Finally,
onApril 20, 1700, Charles X | I . quitted his capital
which he was never to see again.
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A EANWHILE the war had already be-
B oun in two opposite quarters. In
February, 1700, relying on the prom-
isess and representations of Patkul,
who himself accompanied the army
thither, Augustus had ordered the
Saxon troops to invade Livonia.
Patkul's plan was to surprise Riga by a coup de main.
Success, he said, was certain and would be imme-
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diately followed by the defection from Sweden of
the whole of the Livonian gentry. The project was
defeated, however, by the providence of the aged *
commandant, Erik Dahlberg, indisputably the
greatest engineer and the bravest officer in the
Swedish service, who had won hisfirst laurels fifty
years before under Charles X. It was he who had
suggested to that monarch the hazardous passage
across the barely frozen Belt which resulted in the
glorious Peace of Roskilde, a feat for which his
superior officer, Marshal Wrangel, who had pro-
nounced it a sheer impossibility, never forgave him.
The subsequent regency, of which Wrangel was a
member, accordingly took good care that Dahlberg
should get no further promotion, but one of the first
acts of the youthful Charles X I. was to re-employ
and recompense his father's faithful servant, making
him, in rapid succession, a Count, a Field-Marshal
and a Governor-General, and it was under Charles
XL's son that the veteran was now to perform his
last exploits. Early in February, Dahlberg repulsed
the Saxons from before the walls of Riga, and won
the engagements of Wenden and Neumuhle, but was
not strong enough to prevent them from capturing
the small fortress of Dunamunde, which, as its name
implies, commands the passage of the Dwina. A
second Saxon invasion of Livoniain May was also
repulsed with the aid of troops from Finland and
Esthonia, and Patkul was publicly. denounced as a
traitor at a Landtag held at Riga in June. But
want of men and money hampered the Swedish

* Now in his seventy-fifth year.
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generals at every step, and when the Saxons, largely
reinforced, crossed the Dwina for the third time, in
July, they met with no opposition, and King
Augustus sat down before Riga and held it closely
invested for the next six weeks.

In Holstein hostilities began in the middle of
May, when the Luneberg Princes, unitingwith asmall
Swedish army under Gyllenstjerna, took the field
against the Danes, who had by this time occupied
the whole of Holstein, and were then actually be-
sieging the Duke's last but strongest fortress, Tdn-
ning, which was stoutly defended by the Swedish
General Johan Gabriel Banér. The allies were com-
manded by George of Hanover (afterwards George |.
of England), but the anxiety with which the Hano-
verians saved their powder and carefully avoided
every chance of an engagement, gave to the whole
campaign the character of a mere military demon-
stration. The approach of the allies indeed, slow as
it was, did induce the Danes, at last, to raise the
siege of Tonning; but, for the next two months,
both armies did nothing but cautiously observe each
other within speaking distance while the neutral
Powers strenuously though fruitlessly endeavoured
to mediate. Then it was that CharlesX | | ,im-
patient of the circuitous methods of diplomacy,
suddenly brought the war to an end by himself
drawing the sword.

In April Charles had arrived at Carlscrona to
superintend the mobilisation of his army and the
equipment of his fleet, dashing backwards and for-
wards between Gothenburg, Malmo and Carlscrona
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as occasion demanded. His energy and enthusiasm
were extraordinary, but even more so were the
obstacles that encountered him at every step, chief
among which was a paralysing poverty. Now, if ever,
Sweden was sorely in need of money and no money
was forthcoming. Thewhole country was still suffer-
ing from the effects of a terrible famine that had
lasted three years; the Treasury was empty; the
gentry, impoverished by the grinding requisitions of
the Reduction System, could give little or no help
to the distracted and embarrassed Government which
found itself absolutely at the end of its resources on
the eve of a costly war with a powerful coalition.
No wonder if many of the King's most experienced
counsellors shook their heads and murmured that
the enterprise on which he had just embarked was
too great for Sweden. Charles alone remained im-
movable. " Nothing is impossible! " was his con-
stant motto, and he took an almost incredible
delight in wrestling with apparently insuperable
difficulties, while those about him looked on with
an admiration not unmingled with uneasiness. The
most arbitrary and unusual expedients were em-
ployed to raise a little ready money. The taxes
were anticipated a year in advance; the Senators
lent the Crown what cash they had ; the Governors
of the Provinces, by the King's command, persuaded
the local magnates to makefree gifts to the Crown,
and small loans were obtained from Holland and
the Luneberg Princes. By these means and after
three months of the most strenuous exertions, the
fleet was ready to put to sea, an army was mobilised



60 Charles XI1. [1699

in Scania, and Charles prepared to make his first
military venture. The united remonstrances of the
whole Corps Diplomatique in Sweden were powerless
to hold him back. For the first timein the course
of a century France and the maritime Powers spoke
the same language, for the understanding they had
come to by the partition treaty regulating the Span-
ish Successon made them anxious to prevent a war
which they might not be able to localise. But
Charles would not listen. Herid himself of the im-
portunities of these ubiquitous diplomatists by the
simple but irritating expedient of constantly refer-
ring them all to the Swedish Chancellery at Stock-
holm, five hundred miles off, and never answering
any of the despatches addressed to him from that
quarter. He himself was only awaiting the arrival
of the English and Dutch fleets which were daily
expected in the Sound. They were coming osten-
sibly as the friends of both Powers but with secret,
though somewhat indefinite, instructions to co-
operate with Sweden so far as to make Denmark
amenable to reason on the Holstein question. At
length, on June 12th, twelve English liners under Sir
George Rooke, and thirteen Dutch liners under
Alamonde, arrived at Gothenburg, and four days
later the Swedish fleet, consisting of thirty-eight
ships of the line and a number of smaller vessds,
carrying 2700 guns in all, also put to sea. This
magnificent fleet, the finest Sweden ever had till the
days of Gustavus| I I ., wasthelife-work of her great-
est admiral, Hans Wachtmeister, who had served
his apprenticeship in the science of naval warfare
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ter to comply with the request of the English Ad-
miral, but the grave question now arose: How was
the junction to be effected ? The superior Danish
fleet, in an almost impregnable position, guarded
the usual channel, the Kungdjup, and though there
was another strait, the so-called Flintrahnen (Flint-
furrow), between the isle of Saltholm and the
Swedish coast, it was known to be very dangerous
and no ship of war had ever passed through it. A
fortnight of anxious suspense ensued. Brave as he
was, Wachtmeister hesitated to trust his fleet in the
narrow, rocky Flintrannen. He knew better than
anyone else what such afleet was worth. It was the
only one Sweden had, it had cost twenty years to
build and the safety of the state depended on its
preservation. But the English and Dutch Admirals
becoming more and more urgent and Wachtmeister
still hesitating, Charles could control himself no
longer, and his angry impatience found expression
in aletter of remonstrance to the aged Admiral, in
which he even hinted at cowardice, concluding with
these words: " We cannot refrain from expressing
to you out great displeasure which will not be with-
drawn unless you endeavour hereafter by valiant be-
haviour and riper conduite (conduct) to make up for
what you have been wanting in hitherto." Wacht-
meister was cut to the heart and declared, in his
brief reply, that he had never felt anything so much
in all hislife. His conduct would show, he added,
that he was second to none in valour. This note
was dated July 6th, the day after that on which the
Swedish fleet under his command had actually passed
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through the dangerous strait. Five vessds indeed
had grounded and thirteen more had to be left be
hind on the south side of the Flintrdnnen; but the
feat was accomplished none the less, and its decisive
result justified the venturesome insistance of the
young King, though he might well have dealt a lit-
tle more tenderly with his father's old and faithful
servant. The Danish fleet, inferior asit was to the
three opposing fleets combined, was now compelled,
perforce, to look on while the Swedish troops were
rowed across the Sound in large, flat-bottomed boats
under cover of the escorting liners and frigates, and
effected a landing on the coast of Zealand which had
been carefully reconnoitred beforehand by Quarter-
master-General Stuart. The plan was carried out
with such dexterity and despatch that the small
Danish force ashore mistook, at first, the real landing
point and only discovered its mistake when the van-
guard of the invaders was already drawn up in posi-
tion. Charles, who had impetuously thrown himself
out of his boat into water up to his waist and waded
ashore sword in hand, was one of the first to land,
and after a short but sharp skirmish the Danes were
driven back and the Swedes established themselves
in an entrenched camp.

So far all had gone well, but Charles's position
was, for the moment, most perilous. Hislittle army
numbered but 4000 men; it was only provisioned
for five days; he had no cavalry to levy requisi-
tions on the country round ; the Danish forces were
assembling, and the burgesses of Copenhagen, full
of martial ardour, clamoured to be led against the



64 Charles XIl. [1699

foe en masse. If the Danish Admiral were to re-
gain the command of the sea, or if any accident
were to interrupt Charles's communications with
Sweden, he was lost. Fortunately, the Danish Gov-
ernment, which had relied entirely on its fleet, was
so stupefied by the suddenness of this unexpected
descent that it did nothing at all for another week,
and, by that time, Charles's reinforcements had also
been ferried across the Sound and he found himself
at the head of 11,coo men. He was preparing to
fall upon Copenhagen forthwith when a courier
from the South arrived in the Swedish camp with
the news that peace had already been concluded at
Travendal between the Duke of Holstein and the
Danish Crown whereby the latter had acceded to all
the Duke's demands. There was, therefore, no
longer any occasion for the presence of a Swedish
army in Zealand. But Charleswasill-disposed to let
go this golden opportunity of crushing the Danish
Monarchy, and still persisted in his martial designs
even after Admiral Rooke had officially informed
Wachtmeister that since all the demands of the
Allies had now been complied with, no further as
sistance was to be expected from the English fleet
which was under orders to return home forthwith.
Then it was that Count Piper and his colleagues in
the Swedish camp energetically represented to the
King the criminal folly of running counter to the
wishes of all his allies. God's anger and the world's
hatred, they insisted, would overwhelm him if he
recklessly plunged his country into an unnecessary
war now that he could obtain a righteous peace,
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especially when the hardly pressed Livonia offered
him a fresh field for martial exploits if he was that
way inclined. These cogent reasons, skilfully pre-
sented, at length prevailed.

Thus Charles XI1.'s first campaign had ended
gloriously and its success was mainly dueto himself.
The audaciously conceived plan of a descent upon
Zealand in the teeth of a formidable Danish fleet
and the still more audacious means by which he
effected it, despite the objections of his most experi-
enced officers, were entirely his own. He had given
the first proofs of that astonishing resolution, of
that gigantic force of will, which were, ere long, to
achieve triumphs little short of miracles, and he had
also shewn that he could listen to reason and moder-
ate thefierceness of his martial ardour. Onall who
saw him at this time he seems to have made the
most favourable impression. The Danish officers
were amazed at the stern discipline enforced by a
young general whose conquering army was content
to starve in a fat land rather than pillage it, and
Admiral Rooke, who had an audience with Charles
on board the royal yacht, was strongly attracted by
his frank and open manners and is reported to have
said that if anyone wanted to see the ideal of a
brave warrior he could not do better than go to the
young King of Sweden forit. The Admiral, more-
over, wanted to place his own sumptuously furnished
yacht at the King's disposal but was privately dis-
suaded from doing so " because his Swedish Majesty
had no great liking for such luxuries.”

For the next two months Charles remained in
5
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Scania preparing for his Livonian expedition. A
whole train of ambassadors followed him wherever
he went, but his dislike of diplomatists seemed to
increase every day and he persistently refused them
audiences, always referring them to the Chancellery
at Stockholm. Yet, if he had been wise, he
would have listened to the advantageous terms of
peace which Augustus of Saxony, alarmed at the
sudden and unexpected collapse of Denmark, was
now eager to offer the Swedish monarch through
the medium of France. But to every pacific over-
ture from that quarter Charles remained deaf. Dis-
gust at Augustus's treachery, the desire to punish
him, above all the stimulating taste of victory, had
whetted his appetite for fresh adventures. Mean-
while he concealed his real sentiments beneath the
cloak of an impenetrabletaciturnity. Thedespatches
of his ministersat Stockholm (and they reached him
every other day) remained unanswered for weeks
together; the proposal of the importunate French
ambassador who suggested that Sweden should
make peace with Poland and accede to the Spanish
Partition Treaty, was dexterously parried by impos-
sible counter-proposals; and when Count Polus, the
King'sex-tutor, seized arareopportunity of opening
his mind to his master in private and began elo-
quently setting forth the pacific views of himself
and his colleagues, Charles, after listening to him
for a few moments with an amused smile, rose and
politely bowed him right out of the room without
uttering aword. Charles XI1.'s career, it has well
been said, was a combination of marvellous adven-
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tures and neglected opportunities, and his obstinate
refusal at thistime to come to termswith a foe from
whom he could not hope to obtain any solid advan-
tage was the first grave mistake in his career. A
haughty, self-centred reserve, which loved to stand
alone and go its own way in spite of everything, was
his chief fault as a ruler and the cause of all his
future calamities. And all this time his financial
embarrassments were becoming more and mor e press-
ing, to many it seemed doubtful whether he would
even be able to mobilise hisarmy. Ominous warn-
ings too were heard from the most unexpected quar-
ters. The Chancellor, Oxentsjerna, who had all his
life long been the successful champion of a pacific
policy and whose long experience had taught him
the danger of neglecting opportunities, Oxenstjerna,
the most cautious and circuitous of ministers, now
fairly lost all patience and, in a letter to his col-
league Polus, expressed his disgust and alarm at
the turn things were taking in the most direct and
emphatic manner. He bitterly complained of the
ignorance in which he and his colleagues were kept
as to the King'sintentions; deplored the obstinacy
which, instead of playing off one foe against
another, would fain make head against them all and
with truly prophetic foresight pointed to Russia as
the one antagonist who could not safely be neglected.
" If once the Tsar gets a place on the Baltic," wrote
Oxenstjerna, "he '11 stick to it come what will."
Whether this document ever reached the King's
eyes is doubtful, but on September 25th, Charles at
last broke his long silence by addressing a short
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note to his Chancellery declaring that he could not
admit the possibility of any mediation but was
determined to obtain due satisfaction for " an unjust
and treacherous invasion " by means of his " lawful
weapons,” nor would he consent to listen to any
negotiations till full and complete restitution had
been made beforehand. The same week the news
reached him that the Tsar had invaded Ingriawhere-
upon the Senate was commanded to throw the Rus-
sian Resident into prison and confiscate all Russian
ships and wares throughout thekingdom. Charles's
preparations were now completed and he determined
to embark at once with histroops. On October 1t
he went on board the flagship Westermanland and
on the following day the coast of Courland was
sighted.

And now, before following Charles through his
second campaign, we shall do well to learn some-
thing of his chief lieutenants, those men who for
the next eighteen years were to follow their indom-
itable master through all hisvicissitudes. Amongst
the little band of heroes who surrounded the heroic
young King, four stand forth conspicuously, Carl
Gustaf Rehnskjold, Magnus Stenbock, Arvid Bern-
hard Horn, and Adam Ludwig Levenhaupt.

Carl Gustaf Rehnskjéld was born at Griefswald,
August 6, 1651, studied under Puffendorff at the
University of Lund, and entered the army as an en-
signin 1673. He gave thefirst proofs of his prowess
during the Danish war of 1673-9, took a prominent
part in Charles XL's three great victories at Halm-
stadt, Lund and Landscrona and won thereby the
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rank of a lieutenant-colonel and the reputation of a
"valiant stout-hearted soldier" (the King's own
words). He subsequently reaped fresh laurels in the
Low Countries in the often beaten but never routed
army of William of Orange, so that on the accession
of Charles X I I . he was one of the ripest generalsin
the Swedish service. His neck-or-nothing tactics
were after-Charles's own heart, but he was bitterly
hated in consequence by those of his less-favoured
fellow-generals who preferred the more deliberate
procedure of the Dutch school, and some have even
gone so far as to deny him generalship altogether.
But even if hisbrilliant victory at Fraustadt were not
proof positive to the contrary, it is absurd to main-
tain that an officer who satisfied two such exacting
masters as Charles XL and Charles X I1. and was
victorious in twelve pitched battles and thirty en-
gagements owed everything to fortune. Rehn-
skjold, however, was cursed with a provocative,
almost brutal, surliness which made him many ene-
mies and his memory has suffered accordingly.

Magnus Stenbock, the futurevictor of Helsingborg
and Gadebusch, and the one blithe and brilliant
figure of the sternly austere Caroline period, was
born at Stockholm in 1664. After asix-years tour
abroad (1683-9), in the course of which he studied
mathematics under Ozanam at Paris, and served as
an ensign in William of Orange's life guards, he
returned to Stockholm and had the good fortune to
win the heart and hand of Eva Magdalena Oxen-
stjerna, the Swedish Chancellor's daughter. Another
six-years' Odyssey followed, during which he fought
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under the Dutch flag Wlth distinction, and on the
accession of Charles X I 1. he was already a colonel.
Stenbock's history is, as we shall see, inextricably
bound upwith that of Charles X 11., whom he abso-
lutely idolised. Itisalsonoteworthy that he became
Charles's solitary disciple in the art of war, most of
the other Swedish generals belonging to another
school or a former generation. Of all the great
Caroline heroes, the radiant, versatile, kindly Sten-
bock was the most beloved. The memories of his
heroic deeds and pathetic sufferings live to this day
in the minds of the common people; in Scania,
where for atime he was Governor-General, his say-
ings are still treasured as household words, and next
to Charles X 11. he approaches most nearly to the
national idea of heroism.

Arvid Bernhard Horn, who, to use his own fav-
ourite quotation, was " taken out of the mire to be
set among princes," came of a Finnish stock noble
indeed, but so poor that the future Chancellor was
forced to enter the army as a common soldier and
keep away from church for want of decent clothes.
Like Stenbock, whose acquaintance he made there,
hehad served intheL ow Countries; CharlesX I 1. on
his accession made him a captain and a baron, and
we shall see how under that young hero Horn won
both fame and fortune. But we shall also see how,
gradually, a breach opened between them, a breach
so wide that even respect on the one side and grati-
tude on the other could not shake hands across it.
Horn loved his king much, but he loved his coun-
try still more, and he had no wish, as it has finely
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been said, to see "Sweden shed her last drop of
blood as alibation to Charles XI1."'scaprices" So
long as his master lived he could, indeed, only look
on and see his country bleed, but it wasreserved for
him, after his master's death, to heal his country's
wounds and nurse her into convalescence.*

AdamLudwigL evenhaupt, born 1659," our L atin
Colonel," asCharles X | | . called him because he was
one of the few Swedish officers who could negotiate
in that language, was, after Magnus Stenbock, per-
haps Charles's best general; but, belonging, as hedid,
to the cautious and circumspect Dutch school of
tacticians (he had served for seven years in the L ow
Countries), he was somewhat undervalued and over-
looked by his master, who is said to have even
expressed his surprise on hearing of Levenhaupt's
great victory at Gemaurthoff. He was also, as we
shall see, the only one of Charles'sgenerals who held
an independent command for many years, and so
long as he acted alone he did excellently well. But
he was never a favourite, and the exploits of his
more brilliant colleagues have thrown his own more
sober if more solid services somewhat into the
shade.

On October 6th, after a severe passage, Charles
reached Pernau. He had intended atfirsttorelieve
Riga, but finding that the fortress of Narva, the key
of Esthonia, was in still more pressing danger from
the Russians, he finally decided to turn northwards
against the Tsar. He fixed his headquarters at
Wesenburg, a small town midway between Reval

*See R. Nisbet Bain's Gustavus| |1, val,i., ch.i.
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and Narva; the next five weeks were spent in col-
lecting and mobilising his forces and on November
13th the King joined the army which set off to re
lieve Narva forthwith. To all the Swedish officers,
however, the enterprise had seemed most hazardous.
The Russians, at the very lowest computation/ out-
numbered the Swedes five to one and were pro-
tected besides by a strongly entrenched camp. It
was a seven-days march from Wesenburg to Narva
through a wasted land along dangerous boggy roads
defended by no less than three formidable passes
which a very little engineering science could easily
have made impregnable. Even Rehnskjold and
Stenbock, the bravest of Charles's captains, wavered,
and, supported by the new French ambassador,
Guiscard, whom Charles, to his intense disgust, had
found awaiting him at R'eval, whence he had, so far,
followed the King everywhere like his shadow,
earnestly remonstrated against the expedition, but
in vain; Charles would not so much as await the
1000 cavalry that was daily expected from Reval.
He maintained that even a day's delay might be
dangerous and that the only way of neutralising
the superiority of the Russian forces was to take
them by surprise.  When his officers hinted at the
ruinous possibility of a defeat, he replied that he
was sure God would defend his righteous cause, and
that with his brave blueboys t behind him he feared
nothing. So the army set out and the march to

* The Russanswere not 80,000 in number, as commonly supposad,
but alittle over 40,000. .
f The Swedish uniform was blue, the flag blue and yellow.
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Narva proved even more terrible than was antici-
pated. Duringthe last five days of it the way lay
through a land devastated with fire and sword and
the whole army had to bivouac in the open air.
They had no commissariat with them and the Rus-
sans had taken good care that they should find
nothing to pick up anywhere. As the march pro-
ceeded matters grew worse and worse. The mud
and mire reached up to the soldiers knees, they were
drenched to the skin by driving storms of snow and
sleet, and during the last two days the men had
scarce a bit of bread to eat, the horses not a straw.
Fortunately the Russians had neglected to occupy
two of the dangerous passesin the Swedish line of
march, while the third, Pyhajoggi, supposed to be
defended by Sheremetev with 6000 men, was car-
ried by a dashing charge of 400 Swedish horse led
by the King in person. On the 19th the little army,
nearly starving and half frozen, reached Lagena, a
village about nine miles from Narva, and signalled
its approach to the beleaguered fortress.

In the Russian camp, meanwhile, all was alarm
and confusion. Sheremetev's wild flight from Pyha-
joggi had filled the Tsar with such panic terror asto
make him completely lose his head. He determined
not to await the arrival of the Swedes, but hastily
transferred the supreme command of his forces to
the Duke de Croy, who happened to be with the
Russian army as a spectator. That unhappy noble-
man at first refused the dangerous distinction on the
plea that he was a perfect stranger to the ways, lan-
guage and mode of warfare of the semi-barbarous
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Russians; but Peter, drunk with brandy and mad
with fear, came to the Duke's tent at midnight and
raved, coaxed and stormed till De Croy gave way.
Then Peter, fortifying himself with more brandy,
fled precipitately, giving out that he had a pressing
engagement with King Augustus, whom everybody
knew to be at least five hundred miles away. *

But abandoned though they were at the decisive
moment by their own leader, the Russians, well
clothed, well fed and well armed, in a commanding
position behind formidable entrenchments and out-
numbering the wearied and famished ragamuffins
opposed to them five to one, seemed certain of vic-
tory. Thetown of Narva is situated on a narrow
neck of land round which the river Narova makesa
wide bend. South of the town, commanding the
only road by which the enemy could approach, the
Russians had entrenched themselves between a
double line of circumvallation which cut off the town
from succour and at the same time protected them
from an outside attack.t The outer line of circum-
vallation had a rampart nine feet high and a trench
_six feet wide, and was defended by one hundred and
forty cannons. Early in the morning of the 20th
November, when it was still quite dark, the Swedish
army broke up from Lagena. On debouching from

* The Svedes struck a medal ridiculing this shameful flight. On
the obverse the Tsar is represented holding his hands over his mor-
tars with the inscription : " Peter sat by the fire and warmed him-
«f”  On the reverse he is shown in full flight with his cap and
septre falling to the ground, with the accompanying device: " And
Peter went out and wept bitterly."

t See plan facing page 76.
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the forest into the plain before Narva, the little
army was taken by De Croy for the mere vanguard
of a larger host and he would have sent out 15,000
men to drive them back but the Russian officers re-
fused to quit their lines. The Swedes now formed
in battle array with the infantry in the centre and
the cavalry on thewings. Vellingk commanded the
right wing, Rehnskjold, who had planned the attack,
the left. Charleswas at the head of a small separate
division on the extreme left with Arvid Horn and
Magnus Stenbock. At two o'clock in the afternoon,
the signal for attack was given by firing two rockets
and the whole Swedish line advanced under a vigor-
ous fire from the hostile camp. At that moment
the sky was suddenly darkened by a violent snow-
storm. Some of the Swedish generals would there-
upon have postponed the attack until the storm had
blown over. " Nay!" cried the King, " don't you
se that it is at our backs but full in the enemy's
face, so that he cannot see how small our force is?
Let us seize this favourable opportunity while we
can." No sooner said than done. The Russians,
who could not see thirty paces ahead because of the
snow, were not aware of the approach of the Swedes
until they were actually upon them, and the assault
was so impetuous that in a quarter of an hour the
Swedes were masters of the outer entrenchments,
scaling them in as perfect order as if they were on
parade. The Russian right wing was speedily thrown
into disorder, wavered and fled. A large number of
the fugitives were drowned in attempting to cross a
bridge which broke down beneath them; the rest
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hastily entrenched themselves behiind a barricade of
wagons round which a bloody conflict waged till
it was dark. The King, who seemed to bewherever
the fight was hottest, was several times in great
danger, lost one of his jack-boots in a morass and a
bullet was found flattened against his cravat after
the fight was over. The Russian left was disposed
of equally expeditiously by the Swedish right under
Rehnskjsld, so that by nightfall the battle was prac-
tically over, and Charles, after promptly occupying
a height where the enemy had planted his principal
artillery, thus separating the remains of the Russian
right wing from the remains of the Russian left,
allowed his weary troops a brief repose in a safe
position between the inner line of circumvallation
and the fortress. At break of day General Wrede,
who commanded on the Russian left, capitulated,
the famished and utterly exhausted victorswillingly
allowing him and his 6000 troops, a number pretty
nearly equal to the whole of the conquering host, to
lay down their arms and depart home. DeCroy and
the other foreign officers in the Russian service had
already surrendered to escape being massacred by
their own ignorant, panic-stricken troops, who smelt
treachery in a disaster due entirelytotheir own cow-
ardice. On the following day the remainder of the
Russian troops, who were scattered all over the vast
camp, surrendered unconditionally; but the rank
and file were discharged at once lest they should
discover the weakness of their conquerors* The

* |t issaid that 12,000 men alone laid down their arms at the feet
of Magnus Stenbock who had only 600.
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enemy's camp, the whole of his artillery, and an im-
mense amount of booty fell into the hands of the
Swedes. The Russian loss has been estimated at
between nine to ten thousand, the Swedish at not
quite two thousand Well might Stenbock exclaim,
in aletter to his father-in-law: " T is God's work
alone; but if there beanything human in it at all, it
is the firm, immovable resolution of his Majesty . . .
and the ripe dispositions of General Rehnskjold."
Charles was justly proud of his soldiers, and their
discipline was fully equal to their value. It is said
that when the conquerors entered the enemy's
tents and found the tables there covered with silver
plate and all sorts of meat and drink they marched
through them in pursuit of the foe without so much
as touching a piece of bread although they had eaten
nothing for two days.*

Thus Narva was delivered after a ten-weeks' siege.
On the day after the battle the King held his entry
into the town amidst the hurrahs of the inhabitants,
and hastened first of all to the church where, on his
knees, he thanked God for a victory any share in
which he himself modestly disclaimed.

The battle of Narva caused a great sensation
throughout Europe. Many had given Charles up
for lost when he set out on his adventurous expedi-
tion. The French ambassador, Guiscard, who had

* |t istrue that there was a reaction after the battle, for Caspar
Wredewroteliometo hisfather that all the common soldierswere so
full of brandy, which they had found in the Russan tents, that it was
impossible for the dfficers to arrange their prisoners, o they had to

let them go. " If they had attacked us" he adds " they would in-
disputably have got the better of us"
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stopped behind, was so surprised at the news of the
victory that he could not say aword for several days
afterwards. Its consequences, too, were not incon-
siderable. Ingria was rescued, the Russians were
panic-stricken and it was only the absolute necessity
of rest for the utterly fagged-out little army (more
than half of which was already in the hospital) that
prevented Charles from following up his advantage.
But, on the other hand, thisvictory was mischievous
also, for it gave the young King an altogether exag-
gerated idea of hisown invincibility and filled him
with an unjustifiable contempt for his rival Peter
which he was one day to rue bitterly. In the mid-
dle of December the Swedish army went into winter
quarters around Dorpat and Charles, for the next
six months, took up his abode at Lais, a castle mid-
way between *Dorpat and Lake Peipus, so asto be
on the spot when hostilities were resumed in spring.

Meanwhile an event had occurred which com-
pletely changed the face of European politics. In
November, 1700, died Charles| | . of Spain, bequeath-
ing the whole of the possessons of the Spanish
monarchy to Philip of Anjou, the second grandson
of Louis X1V., who thereupon openly repudiated
the Partition Compact which he had made with the
Maritime Powers and declared his intention of
putting his grandson into the full possesson of his
rights. A war between France and the Maritime
Powers was now therefore only a question of days
and both sdes looked to Sweden for assistance.
The competing French and Imperial ambassadors
appeared in the Swedish camp, while the English
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and Dutch ministers were equally busy at Stock-
holm. Chancellor Oxenstjerna saw in this universal
bidding for the favour of Sweden another opportu-
nity of ending " this present lean war and of making
his M ajesty the arbiter of Europe,” and heinstructed
his son-in-law, Magnus Stenbock, who was now in
high favour with his royal master, to represent the
advantages of concluding peace with Saxony and
Russia and taking up a neutral observant attitude
during the now imminent war of the Spanish Succes
sion, which would give Sweden the same command-
ing position she had enjoyed under Charles X1 .
during the war of the Palatinate. Thiswas sound
and safe counsel and if Charles had only had the
wisdom to follow it the benefits to his country
would have been incalculable ; but, as usual, he con-
descended to give no reply one way .or the other
and to all about him he remained an impenetrable
enigma. The ambassadors were referred to Oxen-
stjerna, and Oxenstjerna's numerous despatches, if
read at all, were never answered. " His Majesty,"
wrote Stenbock to his father-in-law, despairingly,
" his Majesty seems to receive his inspirations from
God alone and has got the idea of awar so firmly
fixed in hishead that he can attend tonothingdse"—
" God only knows what will be the end of it all,"
wrote Ceder hjelm, another of Charles'sofficers, " both
politics and economics are treated cavalierly enough
and we jog on as best we can." ' The urgent repre-
sentations of his Minister at The Hague, Lillieroth,
tothe effect that both William 111 . and the Grand
Pensionary, Heinsius, were uneasy at the unnecessary
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prolongation of the Northern war and desirous of
knowing the real sentiments of Sweden, drew at
length a reluctant reply from the saturnine young
hero. " It would put our glory to shame/' he wrote,
" if we were to lend ourselves to the dlightest treaty
or accommodation with one who has so vilely pros
tituted his honour."  This reference to Augustus of
Saxony clearly showed that Charles was deter mined
to punish his treacherous antagonist at all hazards,
and that, till he had done so, nothing was to be
expected of him.

For the next six months Charles remained at Lais
among his officers, in the best of spirits, hunting,
dancing, sledging, storming snow bastions ingeniously
contrived by Stenbock, taking part in concerts (also
of that versatile officer's invention) and even playing
blind-man's-buff with the hearty gusto of a healthy
school-boy. His letters to his sister and ultimate
successor, the Princess Ulrica Leonora,* short and
scrappy as they are, give us an interesting glimpse of
the hero in deshabille so to speak. In this corre-
spondence he is always affectionate and sometimes
even jocose as, for instance, when he sends the
respects of his dog Pompey to hissister'spet poodle,
" Madame Menisse and any other dogs that may
happen to be at Court." Once he gives her a de-

* Carl Xlls Bref-vexling . . . 1698-1709.—They are all written
in great haste and with a magnificent disregard of orthography. The
word eceur, for instance (he always addresses his sister as Mon
Caeur) is spelled three or four different ways often on the same page.
Compare Konung Karl Xlls Egenhandiga Bref, quite recently (1893)

published and edited by G. Carlson* in which the above smaller
collection isincorporated.
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scription of a Livonian peasant-wedding which shews
a considerable sense of humour. It is remarkable,
however, how extremely reticent Charles always is
about himself. He never says how he is or what he
isdoing or about to do. His longest letters relate
to his dster's ailments or devotions, on both of
which points he never fails to give her plenty of
good advice. There are frequent enquiries also
about his baby nephew, the future Duke of Holstein,
whom he always alludes to as " little C. F." (i. e,
Charles Frederick). Asa rule, however, this corre-
spondence consists of very brief apologies for the
writer's inability to write more at the time. More-
over, all his letters bear the marks of extreme haste,
man.y of them not even being signed.
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CHAPTERV.

THE KING-MAKER IN POLAND.
1701-1703.

Despondency of Augustus—Patkul revives his courage—Campaign of
1701—Charles at Riga—The passage of the Dwina—Charles
occupies Courland—Condition of the Polish Republic at this
time—Precarious position of Augustus—The Sapiéhas—Cardinal
Radziejowski—Charles in winter quarters at WIirgen—Refuses
to negotiate with Augustus—William I | | . of England counsels
moder ation—Obstinacy and venturesomeness of Charles—The
mission of Aurora von Kénigsmarck—Advance of Charles upon
Warsaw — Warsaw occupied — Fruitless negotiations — Charles
marches southwards—Battle of Klissov—Fall of Cracow.

M EANWHILE, Sweden's enemies were
B arming to renew the contest with her.
‘The Tsar was particularly alert. He
had been inclined, indeed, immediate-
ly after the battle of Narva, to come
to terms with his conqueror; but his
dogged resolution had speedily got
the better of his momentary panic, and during the
winter he had been prudently engaged in strength-
ening his frontier fortresses and collecting fresh
armies behind them. He had aso sent an extra-
ordinary embassy to Copenhagen, to persuade the
82
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King of Denmark to a fresh rupture with Sweden,
and at an interview, a few days later, with Augustus
at the castle of Birse in Samogitia, he revived the
drooping courage of the Polish monarch. Augustus
had now almost as serious difficulties to contend
against as Charles X I | . himself. Thefinancesof his
Saxon electorate were in a wretched condition; in
Poland his position, never very strong, was every
day becoming more and more precarious, and his
best friends in that country counselled him to make
peace with Sweden on almost any terms. On the
other hand, there was constantly by his side the
man who had first kindled the Great Northern War,
and was now devoting all his energies to keep it
alive. For Patkul was still the chief counsellor of
Augustus, and his extraordinary abilities, inspired
by his revengeful hatred of Sweden, made him her
most formidable foe. He was in constant corre-
spondence with all her actual and potential enemies ;
is, with good reason, suspected of having brought
about the interview between the Tsar and the King
of Poland, and was never weary of urging the latter
to snatch Livonia from the grasp of the exhausted
and diminutive Swedish army there.  Still Augustus
wavered. He attempted, first of all, to secure a
peace with Charles through the mediation of the
Elector of Brandenburg, but Charles persisting in
his determination never to negotiate with one who
had once played him false, Augustus was driven to
the ultimate arbitrament of battle, and on March .27,
1701, Field-Marshal Steinau set out from Warsaw, to
take the command of the Saxon army in Livonia.
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His instructions were not to cross the Dwina (the
boundary, at that time, between Swedish Livonia
and Poland) until he had been joined by the Rus-
sians, but at all hazards to prevent the Swedes from
crossingit.

The Swedish army had already taken thefield, and
indeed it was high time, for it had no longer any-
thingto eat. LucklessLivonia, after being ravaged
thrice in one year by the enemy, had been sucked
absolutely dry by her own defenders, for the press-
ing exigencies of the Swedish King had compelled
him to treat it like a conquered province. An of-
fensive war had therefore become an absolute
necessity, and the impatiently awaited reinforce-
ments from Sweden, amounting to nearly 10,000
men, which reached Livonia in the late spring of
1701,* enabled Charles to shew himself on the battle-
field once more. On June 17th, his birthday, he set
out to seek the foe, marching southward at the head
of 15,000 men; on July 7th the army stood under
the walls of Riga, On hearing of the Swedish ad-
vance, the Saxon army had concentrated itself on the
opposite side of theriver Dwina, facing the city. It
consisted of 10,000 Saxons and 19,000 Russians.
Misled by a rumour that Charles intended to cross
the Dwinaat Kockenhausen, some miles lower down

* Under constant pressure from the King, Sweden had now put
forth all her resources.  Seldom had she had such a large and well
equipped host. Her total forces at the beginning of 1701 have been
estimated at 80,000 men. Of these 17,000 remained at home to de-
fend her frontiers, 18,000 were in Pomerania to hold Denmark and
Saxony in check and nearly 45,000 weredistributed through Livonia,
Esthonia and Ingria.



AUGUSTUS OF POLAND.
FROM AN OLD PRINT






1703 The King-Maker in Poland. 85

wherethe stream was narrower, Steinau had hastened
thither with the pick of his troops, leaving Patkul
and the Duke of Courland in command of the main
army. They relied upon their superior numbers,
their commanding position behind well fortified
trenches, and above all upon thetried valour of the
Saxon veterans. " If the Swedes even numbered
100,000," the Duke of Courland isreported to have
said, "it would be impossible for them to cross
successfully." Both generals agreed therefore not
to lead their troops down to the river's bank to
arrest the passage of the foe, but to take up a strong
position on rising land a little distance away, wait
till a few thousand of the Swedes had crossed and
then fall upon and crush them in detail. They also
counted upon making Charles a prisoner, well aware
that his habitual audacity would make him court
rather than avoid danger.

On July 8th the Swedish troops began to embark.
Old Dahlberg, who had been instructed long before
as to the King's design, had got together a number
of boats and vessds of all sorts. He had also in-
vented a peculiar kind of flat-bottomed prahm, big
enough to hold both cannons and cavalry, and pro-
tected in front by huge stiff hides which could be
hoisted like sails during the passage and let down to
serve as landing-boards on reaching the other side.
A few minutes after four o'clock in the morning,the
whole river was covered with rafts, prahms and boats
full of Swedish troops. In front of them all went
sailing boets filled with damp straw which had beer
ignited and gave forth volumes of smoke which the
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wind blew right into the faces of the Saxons, so that
the enemy could not exactly make out what the
Swedes were about till they were already half way
across the Dwina. Then, however, the Saxon artil-
lery began to play upon the advancing flotilla, but
most of the balls and bullets were stopped by the
protecting hides. After a passage of about three
quarters of an hour, the first convoy of troops
reached the shore. The grenadiers of the guard
were thefirstto land, and among them wasthe King.
" My lads," he cried, as he leaped ashore, "we 'Ve
got so far with God's help, and He will help us on
still farther." Al his generals had implored him
beforehand not to venture his life in so risky an
enterprise. He had given no answer at the time, but,
seizing his opportunity, had slipped away and crossed
with the very first boat-load. It now seemed to
Patkul that the time had come for falling upon the
still disordered little band, and the whole Saxon
host advanced accordingly, but they found that the
King had already drawn up hisforces in battle array
and put down chevaux de frise where their position
was least secure. The fight was hot, especially on
the left wing where Charles suffered severely for
want of cavalry. Fortunately, however, he had with
him two of his best regiments, the horse guards and
the life guards, which offered a stubborn resistance,
especially the former, led by Arvid Horn, who, de-
spite a bullet through the leg received at the begin-
ning of the engagement, kept his saddle till the fight
was over. The Saxons were finally compelled to
fall back, whereupon the whole of the Russian con-
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tingent fled wildly without striking ablow. Just at
thismoment, however, Marshal Steinau returned from
Kockenhausen, rallied his Saxons, and again led
them on, while the Duke of Courland made a deter-
mined onslaught on the Swedish right at the head
of alarge body of horse. But despite the valour of
the Duke, who had two horses shot under him, and
the stubbornness of the Saxons, this attack was also
repulsed, and so it fared with a third and still more
desperate assault led by Patkul and Steinau in per-
son, both of whom werewounded. Then the Saxons
also took to flight. The battle had lasted from five
o'clock till seven and the fugitives were pursued till
ten. The Swedes had lost 500 killed and wounded,
the Saxons 2000 (not including 400 Russians who
had entrenched themseives on an island and were
cut down to a man) and about 1000 prisoners.

The fruits of this second great victory were much
more considerable than those of Narva. The Saxon
troops never stopped in their flight till they had
reached Prussian territory, thus exposing Courland,*
which Charles instantly invaded, traversing it from
east to west without the slightest opposition, and
capturing its capital Mittau which was found to be
full of stores and ammunition. For the next few
years the whole Duchy was treated like an incor-
porated province, administered by a Swedish Gov-
ernor-General, and the inhabitants of Livonia were
permitted and even encouraged to cut timber freely
in its forests. All the Swedish fortresses on-the

* Courland at this time was a ssmi-independent fief of the Polish
Republic.
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Dwina were now recaptured one after another; the
land was cleared of Saxons and Russians in every
direction, and in the beginning of September Charles
went into winter quartersin western Courland around
Wurgen, a place not far from Libau, on the confines
of Poland.

And now, before following Charles through his
wonderful adventures in Poland which read more
like an episode from some mediaeval chronicle of
chivalry than like a chapter of modern humdrum
history, it will be well to take a brief glance at the
theatre of his crowning exploits—seventeenth-cen-
tury Poland.

The Polish Republic, although its former gigantic
proportions* had, by this time, shrunk considerably,
was still one of the largest states in Europe. Its
territory touched the Baltic on the north, and Mol-
davia on the south, and embraced the whole of that
vast plain which lies between the Oder and the
Dnieper. Yet this huge state was already mori-
bund, and only lived on because its neighbours were
not yet big enough and strong enough to give it the
coup-de-grace. Its decline had begun in the middle
of the sixteenth century when the government was
abruptly changed from an hereditary into an elective
monarchy, and the introduction of the liberum veto
gave every member of the sovereign Sgm, or Diet
(which, by the way, was composed exclusively of gen-
try, the towns having no share whatever in the repre-

* |t had already log territory equal to the total area of the United

Kingdom, plus Holland and Begium, but wes till half as large
again as modern France.
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sentation of the country), the right of suspending its
proceedings, a right so freely exercised that no less
than forty-eight of the fifty-seven Diets held be
tween 1652 and 1764 had been entirely inoperative.
The difficulty of government was also very consid-
erably increased by the fact that Poland was really
a dual state consisting of the Kingdom of Poland,
and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, acknowledging
indeed a common King and Diet, but each possess-
ing its own army, judicature and great officers of
state. Moreover each of the provinces, or palatinates,
into which both Poland and Lithuania were subdi-
vided, had its own local independent Diet or Sgmik*
which could refuse to sanction the decrees of the
great national Diet or Sgm. The only corrective
which the constitution could devise for this chaotic
state of things was the privilege conceded to every
member of the Diet of forming an armed confedera-
tion to support the views of the majority or minority,
as the case might be, whenever an injudicious use of
the liberum veto had brought legislation to a dead-
lock. If the King and the Senate (which was com-
posed of the great officers of state, and administered
the country between the sessions of the Diet) joined
such confederation, any question that the Diet had
decided or refused to decide might be re-opened ;
but, inasmuch as a counter confederation could be
formed by anyone else at any moment on any pre-
text, such ,an expedient generally resulted in -civil
war. Thus the government of Poland was a legal-
ised anarchy tempered by rebellion. That such a

*|.e ., little Diet.
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metaphysical sort of government, as it has well been
called, could have actually lasted a century and a
half was due, not so much to the valour of the
Polish chivalry, though that, no doubt, must count
for something, as to the apathy or weakness of
Poland's neighbours, as already stated.* Besides,
there were seasons of partial recovery, espe
cially under such able warrior kings as Stephen
Bathory and John Sobieski. The latter had
even attempted to secure the succession to the
throne in hisown family ; but hisintentions, which
might, perhaps, have saved his country, were frustra-
ted by French intrigues, and on his death, in 1696,
after a stormy interregnum, Austrian influence and
Austrian gold had given the throne to Augustus of
Saxony who abjured his religion for the sake of a
crown. But Augustus's position in Poland was inse-
cure at best. Both the Sobieskis and the adherents
of the French candidate, the Prince of Conti, were
secretly intriguing against him in Poland proper,
while his personal interference in Lithuanian quar-
rels had made the family of the Saptehas, the mighti-
est magnates in the Grand Duchy, his irreconcilable
enemies. The Saptehas at this time had much the
same sort of extraordinary influence in Lithuaniaas
the Radziwills had had fifty years before, and the
Czartoryskis were to have fifty years later. The
family, of Galician origin, was first heard of in the

* The Jesuits are sometimes held responsible for the fall of Poland,
unjugtly | think. Their influence, so far as it extended, made for
stability and cohesion.  On the other hand, the spread of Protestant-
ism, whose inherent property it isto split up into sects, could only
have added A fresh dement of disintegration.
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middle of the fifteenth century, though it was not
till the middle of the seventeenth that it obtained
senatorial rank. Its chief representative at this
time was Casimir Paul John, Grand-Hetman, or,
as we should say, Commander-in-chief of Lithuania,
an ambitious, turbulent nobleman, open-handed and
amiable enough to his friends, but a veritable tyrant
to all who in any way opposed him. His despotic
endeavours to degrade Lithuania into something
very like a family fief had raised against him the
majority of the gentry of the GranJ Duchy under
the Oginskis who had succeeded, after bringing
about a state of things which in any other civilised
country would have been considered civil war, in
breaking the power of the great magnate and de-
priving him of most of his private property besides.
In him therefore Charles X | | . was to find a partisan
ready-made. In Poland proper the most consider-
able personage was Cardinal Radziejowski, Arch-
bishop of Gnesen and Prince Primate of Poland, who
had been trained for the profession of arms in his
youth, but having had the misfortune to kill one of
his fellow-students at the Harcourt College in Paris,
was expelled from that institution, and, returning to
his own country, took holy orders. His superior
abilities were first discovered by Sobieski who pro-
tected and rapidly promoted him, and as Bishop of
Warmia he was noted for his truly apostolic energy
and fervour. The bestowal of the red hat upon
him by Innotent XL seems, however, to have com-
pletely turned his head, at any rate from henceforth
his less fortunate brother prelates remarked a steady
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deterioration of character in their metropolitan.
Amongst other vices he now exhibited a pride
which had not been suspected before; and he was
soon found to possess an itching palm likewise. On
the death of Sobieski, when, as interrex, he for some
months ruled the land, Radziejowski took money
from France to secure the election of the Prince of
Conti, and then sold his influence to Augustus of
Saxony who bid still higher. But neither did this
Prince quite f falfil the exorbitant Prelate's expecta-
tions, and at the time of thearrival of Charles X 11.
on the Polish frontier at the head of a conquering
army, Radziejowski was, on the whole, more inclined
to welcome the hero as an ally than to fear him as a
foe, though his measures were marked throughout
by a commendable caution which aimed at getting
as much as he could out of both parties without in
any way binding himself to either.

Charles X | | . remained at Wtrgen from the middle
of September to the end of December, 1701, exer-
cising his troops, disposing of arrears of business,
and, as we shall see presently, negotiating with the
Polish magnates. He was in excellent spirits, and
chiefly amused himself by bombarding his officers in
their quarters with snow-balls, and card-paper gre-
nades, and repeatedly breaking their windows by way
of comical protest against their unsoldierly love of
comfort in lodging in well built houses, while the
rank and file had to put up with huts of clay, and
he himself was roughing it in a thin tent only very
occasionally warmed by a pile of hot cannon balls.
Charles's proximity to the Polish border had seri.
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ously alarmed Augustus, and Cardinal Radziejowski,
at his request, had written to the Swedish monarch
reminding him that Poland was at peace with Swe-
den, forbidding him in the name of the Republic to
cross the frontier, and offering to mediate between
the two monarchs. Charles's reply cut off all chance
of negotiation. He bluntly demanded the deposi-
tion of Augustus, and in a subsequent despatch to
the Polish Senate repeated and justified his demand
on the ground of Augustus's treachery both to him
and them, threatening, in case of non-compliance,
to punish his foe himself. Such an outrageous
ultimatum from a foreign Prince to an independent
and friendly Power naturally stung the pride of
the Polish chivalry to the quick. A reaction in
favour of Augustus began ; many of the local Diets
or Sgmiks declared themselves ready to defend him
to the last drop of their blood, while the Cardinal
sent a letter of courteous but earnest remonstrance
to the King of Sweden, refusing indeed to entertain
the deposition project but almost imploring Charles
to evacuate Polish territory forthwith. Most of the
foreign Powers to whom Charles had already com-
municated his fresh triumphs from his camp at
Wurgen, spoke the same language. William | | | . of
England, who had an extraordinary admiration for
the young hero, even went the length of writing to
him personally in a paternal spirit, counselling mod-
eration and urging him, both for his own advantage,
and for the' good of Europe, to make peace at once,
especially as he was now in a position to fix his own
terms.  William had just succeeded in bringing
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about the grand alliance of The Hague (Septem-
ber, 1701) which bound the neutral Powersto resist
to the uttermost the extravagant pretensions of Louis
X1V .; but hefelt that he should never live to head
the coalition himself, and there is good reason to
believe that he had fixed upon the conqueror of
Narva and Dunamiinde as his successor as general-
issimo.*  On the other hand the Swedish statesmen
who followed the triumphal progress of their King
with ever increasing anxiety and alarm, while also
desiring peace with Poland and Saxony, were ill dis-
posed to allow Sweden to fight the battles of the
Maritime Powers in the West, so long as the Tsar
remained a standing menace to her in the East, and
again and again they insisted that Russia wasthe foe
against whom the King should direct all his efforts.
There can be no doubt that this was Sweden's best
policy, and the matter was ably submitted to the
King, but in vain ; he persisted in his dethronisa-
tion project against a consensus of opinion which
was virtually European. Such strength of will in a
youth of twenty confounded his would-be counsel-
lors. Yet perverse as Charles's obstinacy undoubt-
edly was, it is not to be confounded with the
brutal obstinacy of a dull, violent man who makes
up his mind beforehand not to listen to reason.
Charles always listened politely and patiently to
the arguments presented to him ; carefully weighed
them one against another, before he came to the de-

* Louis X1V too had spared no pains to win Charles over to his
sde.  Piper had ben secretly offered enormous bribes if he would
only bring his mager over to the French interedt.
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cision which seemed to him to be the best, and on
the very rare occasions on which he condescended to
explain the reasons for his actions, surprised every-
one by the almost mathematical clearness and pre-
cision of his ratiocination. In the present case,
moreover, he had ready to his hand an excellent
opportunity of directly interfering with a good
grace in the internal affairs of Poland. In Sep-
tember, 1701, Casimir Sapi£ha placed himself under
Swedish protection, and 600 of Charles's best cav-
alry, under his bravest subaltern, Alexander Hum-
merhjelm, were sent forthwith into Samogitia to
assist the Grand Hetman against the Oginskis, thus
Polish territory was actually violated. Charles him-
self about this time gave his army a scare by sud-
denly disappearing from camp with 400 horse, and
for the next few weeks there was not a trace of him
to be seen. Arvid Horn was promptly sent after
him with 500 of the horse guards, and it was re-
solved at a council of war hastily convened by Piper,
that the ragged, half-starving and leaderless army
should remain where it was till January 2, 1702, but,
after that, move elsewhere in search of food. Three
days before that time, however, the King returned.
It appears that, impatient of his long idleness, he
had taken it into his head to have a dash at the
Oginskis himself, and had accordingly chased the
Polish light cavalry 180 miles through the fens and
forests of Lithuania, swarming though they were
with foes, and after inflicting no inconsiderable dam-
age on the enemies of Sapi6ha, and narrowly escaping
death half-a-dozen times at least, returned to the
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camp unhurt. It was with an immense relief that
his warriors again beheld him, and many a merry
glasswe aretold was drained at Stockholm also, when
the news of the King's safe return to camp reached
that city.

Three weeks later Charles quitted Courland, which
was also drained dry, and boldly established himself
at Bielowice in Lithuania. Thither in the middle
of January, Augustus, who had all thistime been
knocking in vain at every court of Europe for assist-
ance, sent, close upon each other's heels, two extra-
ordinary ambassadors in whose powers of persua-
sion he now placed his last hopes. The first of
these special envoys was the beautiful Marie Au-
rora, Countess of Konigsmarck, for three years
his mistress, and the mother of two of his 365
children. This lady, whom Voltaire has enthu-
siastically described as the most famous woman
of two centuries, was now in her prime, and
for wit, grace and savoir-faire she had not her
equal in Europe. The siren, who was instructed to
offer Charles whatever he liked to ask, had already
prepared her way by secretly negotiating with
Rehnskjold and Piper and she now addressed a flat-
tering letter to the young King, explaining the
nature of her pacific errand, hinting at the advan-
tages he might derive from it, and desiring the
honour of kissing his royal hand. Receiving no
answer, she travelled all the way to the Swedish
camp in the depth of winter, but Charles sedulously
avoided her and absolutely refused to grant her an
audience. Nothing daunted, the lady waylaid him
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one day when he was out riding-, and, descending
from her carriage, knelt down before him in the
muddy road. Charles, somewhat taken aback, cour-
teously raised his hat and bowed low, but imme-
diately afterwards put spurs to his horse and gal-
loped away at full speed, so that the baffled beauty
had to return whence she came, with her mission
unaccomplished.* |Immediately after her departure,
Charles drummed together all the loose women who
had crept into his camp, and, after compelling them
to listen on their knees to an ingeniously pro-
longed commination service, had them driven with
scorn and contumely from his camp. This was
generally taken to be a pretty broad hint to the
fair Aurora not to shew her face there again. Still
worse fared it with Augustus's second envoy, Count
Viszthum, who came with his pockets full of bills on
good Dutch houses wherewith to bribe the Swedish
generals, and a draft treaty in his pocket which it
was thought would satisfy the most exorbitant
demands of the Swedish monarch. Charles, how-
ever, not only refused to see him, but ordered him
to be arrested and sent a prisoner to Riga. His
bills were confiscated. In fact, Charles had already
made up his mind to treat with neither friend nor
foe. A deputation from the Polish Senate and Diet,
which waited upon him at thistime, was put off with
but scant courtesy; and after issuing a proclamation
to the effect that he came as a friend of the Repub-
lic to punish and depose their traitorous King, the

* The story that Charles looked at her and exclaimed : " Ah, ha!
you rogue, then you arestill beautiful! " isafable.
7
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young Swede in ‘the beginning of March, 1702, set
out for Warsaw. He met with no opposition worth
speaking about, though he had frequent skirmishes
with the Lithuanian guerillas and laid heavy con-
tributions on Grodno and Wilna as he passed. At
Jurgenberg he was joined by Casimir Sapieha who
became, for the time, one of his chief counsellors,
and eight miles beyond Grodno he was overtaken
by a magnificent deputation of 500 mounted
noblemen from the Polish Sgm, which he received
in histent with military pomp, surrounded by his
generals. Mutual compliments were exchanged but
no business was done, and the deputation departed
at last full of consternation at the stubborn stern-
ness of this " modern Attila," as the Cardinal called
him. Charles then continued his advance along
the villainous Polish roads. His army is described,
at this time, by an eye-witness as " 16,000 wretch-
ed, half-naked, ill-fed ragamuffins with broken-down
horses and no artillery, but absolutely unmatched
for endurance and” martial prowess." It took them
a week to cross the broad and swiftly flowing
Memel, where only two little rafts were available
for the transport of the troops, but this was the
only serious impediment in the way and on the
14th May Charles arrived safely at Warsaw. On
entering Poland proper he had issued another proc-
l[amation declaring that " the Elector of Saxony,"
as he now persisted in calling Augustus, had for-
feited the Polish crown for his breaches of the Polish
constitution, and that the Swedes were simply there
to assist the Republic in getting rid of him. The
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first thing Charles did on reaching the capital wasto
march into the great sguare before the palace, and
there sing a Te Deum in the midst of his soldiers,
whereupon the troops were quartered upon the city,
and, leaving the splendid mansions of the magnates
to his generals, the King chose for his lodging a lit-
tle uncarpeted room in the suburb of Praga, where
he lived in his usual simple style. A contribution
of 30,000 riksdaler was levied upon the city, because,
as Charles expressed it, " the Swedes cannot live
on wind and weather, and the Poles ought to sustain
them because they sent for them," * but the strictest
discipline was maintained, the lives and property of
the inhabitants were rigorously respected, and the
Swedish officers fraternised with the Polish gentry
and found some consolation for their past hardships
in balls and banquets. The King, however, held
aloof from these festivities, and his austerity, mod-
esty, sobriety and earnest piety, so uncommon at
that time in one of his age and rank, filled all who
beheld him with astonishment and admiration.

At Warsaw, however, there was nobody to nego-
tiate with, Augustus having fled from thence to
Cracow, the coronation city, with all his valuables,
a week before Charles arrived. The Cardinal, in-
deed, was lingering at Lowitz, a small place about
twelve miles from the capital, in fear and doubt as
to what would happen next; but it was only after
being thrice summoned by Charles that he ventured
to appear before the conqueror at Warsaw, and

* Snce Sapieha joined him, Charles could fairly pose as the con-
ederate of the Poles.
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there, in one of 'its palaces, had a long interview
with the young King, who peremptorily demanded
that a Sgfm should be convened forthwith to depose
Augustus, and elect someone else king in his stead.
The Cardinal objected that, according to the Polish
constitution, a new king could not be elected while
the old one was still alive; that it was highly im-
probable, in any case, that a free Polish Diet would
elect a king under compulsion; and, finally, that it
would be much more reasonable and advantageous
for Charles to use his exceptional advantages to ex-
tort guaranties from Augustus which would reduce
that monarch's power in Poland to a mere shadow,
assuring him that, in the latter case, the Poleswould
be willing to go all lengths with him. These repre-
sentations seemed so just and reasonable to the
Swedish generals and statesmen that they earnestly
urged the King to listen to them, recapitulating all
the safe old arguments about the exhaustion of
Sweden, her present isolation and her insecurity in
the future amidst so many watchful foes. But
Charles remained immovable. He calmly declared
that he would not depart one hairbreadth from his
deposition project, and meant to carry it through
though the whole Republic rose in arms against
him. Piper hotly remonstrated, but in vain, and the
Cardinal, with tears of vexation running down his
cheeks, quitted the presence in despair.

A fortnight later Charles broke up from Warsaw,
with his little army, to seek Augustus. His generals
urged him towait at least till he had been joined by
the Pomeranian contingent (some 16,000 strong)
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under Gyllenstjerna, or by Méorner's division of
5000, which (a grave strategic blunder) he had de
tached and left behind in Lithuaniato assst the
Saptehas against their personal enemies. All that
Charles would consent to do, however, was to send
an estafette to Morner, commanding that officer to
join him without delay, whereupon he himself set
out for Little Poland.* In thisact of foolhardiness,
for, under the circumstances, it was nothing ese,
Fleming, Augustus's best general, saw his master's
opportunity and advised him to instantly fall with
his Saxon troops, and the banderia of the southern
Polish palatinates, upon Charless little host and
crush it before it was reinforced. Augustus at once
acted on the suggestion. On July 2d the whole of
the Saxon army, 19,000 strong, quitted Cracow, and
four days later Augustus pitched hiscamp at Klissov
where he was joined shortly afterwards by a Polish
army of about 6000, under the Grand-Hetman L u-
bomirski. On the 7th Charles arrived within a mile
of the enemy's camp, and would have attacked it
there and then without even awaiting the arrival of
Merner, although that general was now only a day's
march off, had not Piper happily suggested that as
the morrow happened to be the anniversary of the
battle of Dtinamunde, it would be more glorious to
postpone fighting till then so as to be able to win a
second victory on the anniversary of the first. The
idea caught Charles's fancy, and he therefore con-

* Little Poland was the southernmog divison of the Kingdom of
Poland, and comprised the palatinates of Lublin, Sandomir and
Cracow.
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sented to give his weary soldiers a few hours' rest.
At eight o'clock the sameevening, Mdrner's division
arrived, thoroughly fatigued by its long forced
marches, but Charles, who would not hear of post-
poning the battle any longer, set off at six o'clock
the following morning to seek the foe; his army
now numbered about 10,000 men. After a six-
miles' march, the Swedes came within sight of the
enemy's position which had been well chosen. The
Saxon right wing, resting on a wooded height, had
its front protected by a long reach of morass which
extended to the extreme end of the left wing
also. Behind the camp stretched, in a semicircle,
a deep bog, which in case of retreat * might prove
disastrous. On a hill in front of the camp stood
the artillery commanding the whole plain and the
woods beyond it. By midday the Swedes had
passed through these woods, and marched straight
toward the Saxon camp. Augustus at once or-
dered his left wing to move forward, follow the
Swedes if they attempted to retreat, and compel
them to fight. The whole Saxon host was accord-
ingly marshalled in front of the camp ; its line ex-
tended for nearly a quarter of a Swedish mile,T and
as double as long as the Swedish line. Charles,
however, who saw at aglance theimpossibility of at-
tacking breast to breast, with any chance of success,

* Quch an eventuality, however, was conddered impossble The
Saxons, confident in their superior numbers, were o sure of victory,
that their officers when the battle began, told the cooks to keep their
dinner warm, asthey should be back to eat it within an hour.

f A Swedish mile is equal to sx English miles.
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an army so strongly posted, suddenly commanded
his own army to turn sharply to the left, and make
for the height on which the enemy's right wing
rested near to which the ground was free from mo-
rass, a manoeuvre that was instantly executed and
deprived the enemy of most of the advantages of his
position. Hisright wing had now to face about, so
as to meet the Swedish attack, while his left was
prevented by a morass in front of it from engaging
without making a considerable detour. The Polish
army now came marching up to unitewith the Saxons.
Its commander, Lubomirski, had claimed the post
of honour in the battle, on the extreme right wing,
thereby considerably cramping the Saxon right wing,
and hindering it from freely deploying. At two
o'clock in the afternoon the battle began. Charles,
who commanded his left wing in person, gavethe sig-
nal to advance, and the same instant his brother-in-
law, the Duke of Holstein, who commanded the
Swedish right, was mortally wounded,* and his place
was taken by General OttoVellingk. The magnifi-
cently attired and excellently mounted Polish cavalry
charged the Swedes in gallant style, but were met
not only by the Swedish horse, but by their infantry
aso, for the King had providently placed foot sol-
diers, armed with long pikes, in the gapsbetween the

* " | hope," wrote Charlesto hisyounger sister some days after the
battle, " | hope that our Lord may comfort you all in this exceeding
great sorrow of ours, and especially sister Hedwig [the widow], that
she may not fret herself too sorely over this calamity, but bear it as
best she can, and | hope that [you] my dear sister and the Queen [his
grandmother] will do your best to comfort her."—Hedwig, by the
way, was his favourite sister.—Carl Xlls Bref, pp. 34, 35.
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horsemen. When then the Poles charged with their
short lances they were unexpectedly brought to a
stand by the front ranks of the Swedes, while the
rear ranks sent in a murderous fire at close quarters
into the midst of the Polish lancers. The Poles
stood only one salvo, and then turning tail, galloped
from thefield pell-mell,* thereby exposing the Saxon
right wing to the onslaught of the victorious Swedes,
who charged up the wooded height and scattered
the whole of the Saxon extreme right, though not
till after a sharp tusse, in the course of which the
Saxon general, Fleming, was twice wounded, and had
a horse killed under him. But the severest struggle
was on the Swedish right, where the enemy's left,
having succeeded in crossing the morass in front of
them by a path unknown to the Swedes, suddenly
fell upon them in front, rear and flank simulta-
neously. The onslaught was so furious that for a
moment the Swedish dragoons wavered, but General
Rehnskjold quickly brought up the horse guards
and the life guards to their assistance and made
them form into squares like infantry. Never
since the days of Charles X. had the Swedes dis-
played such splendid valour. The enemy said of
them afterwardsthat they stood as solidly as though
they had been weldedtogether.  Twice the onslaught
of the Saxons was hurled back, and then the Swed-

* Lubomirski, whose precipitate departure from the scene of action
when he was mog wanted certainly sood very much in nead of ex-
planation, characteridtically explained afterwards that his flight was
purdy patriotic, as he had heard a rumour at the lag moment that
Charles and Augustus were conspiring together to ruin Poland.
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ish cavalry charged en masse, sabring everythingin its
way and driving most of the hostile cavalry into the
morass behind where most of them perished. In
the centre, meanwhile, the two infantries were hotly
engaged. The Swedish foot had been considerably
weakened by the loss of the large detachments of
pikemen taken from it to support the cavalry on the
wings, and most of the Saxon foot regiments were
veterans; but while the fight was still at its hottest,
the King recalled hiscavalry from pursuing the foe,
and sent them squadron by squadron, as they came
up, to therelief of the hardly pressed infantry, be-
sdes turning against the Saxon centre their own
captured artillery with deadly effect. By half-past
four the battle was over, and those of the Saxons
who had not already fled, laid down their arms. The
enemy had lost 3300 killed and wounded, the Swedes
about 2000.

The honour of the victory of Klissov belongs en-
tirely to Charles X I | . Stuart had devised the inva-
son of Zealand, Rehnskjold had planned the attack
at Narva, and possibly at Diinamunde likewise, but
the tactics adopted at Klissov were the King's own
and the result was a conclusive testimony to his
genius as a commander. He had also not wantonly
exposed himself during this battle, though he was
always to be found where he was most wanted.

Three weeks after the battle of Klissov, Charles
X11., after driving Augustus before him from place
to place, stood before Cracow. The story of his
capture of that strong fortress sounds almost fabu-
lous. The Kingand Stenbock with only three hun-
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wrapped in the flames of civil war. Jacqueries rav-
aged Red Russia and the Ukraine where the most
appalling atrocities were of every-day occurrence.
The Saxons here and the Swedes there levied con-
tributions and extorted money in the heart of
an independent country that was nominally at peace
with them both. " Everywhere,” says a contempo-
rary letter from Warsaw, "there is wailing and
gnashing of teeth." It is due to Augustus, to say
that he made every effort to put an end to the
war. Immediately after the battle of Klissov, he
had released what Swedish officers he had in his
hands, and sent them back to their master, loaded
with gifts. Charles, not to be outdone in generosity,
at once released still more Polish prisoners with still
mor e precious gifts, but would not listen to any pa-
cific overtures, refusing even to read Augustus's let-
ters and referring all the mediating ministersof for-
eign Powersto Count Piper. But that faithful servant
also now made a most determined effort to bring
his obstinate young master to reason by addressing
to him (29th August) a carefully drawn up memorial
criticising with equal courage and ability Charles's
perverse Polish policy and pleading energetically for
peace. After arguing with telling force against the
dethronisation project in the abstract, Piper pro-
ceeds to put a whole series of point-blank questions
to the King, which would have made anyone dse
feel somewhat uncomfortable. Even if he could de-
throne Augustus, how would he be able, enquired
Piper, to keep his own candidate on the slippery
Polish throne without the constant presence of



1704] Stanislaus Leszczynski. 109

an army corps which he could ill-afford to spare?
Would not all Europe consider the Swedes a strange
sort of people to go on pursuing a profitless war in
a foreign land, while their own lands were being
ravaged by the Russians? Why should Sweden's
splendid army, the national safeguard and defence,
perish without rendering her the slightest service?
Finally, Piper presses home an irrefutable argu-
mentum ad hominetn. Whenever Charles had been
fairly cornered hitherto by the arguments of his
counsellors, hehad alwaystaken refuge in his favour-
ite contention of the justice of his cause and the
favour of Providence. Piper now deprives him of
even this loophole of escape. Isit the conduct of
a true Christian, he asks, to nourish an inexorable
hatred against an enemy who acknowledges his fault
and isnot only ready to make reparation for the
past, but to give security against the future? If,
contends Piper, you still refuse to listen to your
penitent foe, your cause can no longer bejust in the
eyes of arighteous and merciful God, and it is there-
fore sheer presumption to flatter yourself that God is
any longer on your side. Finally Piper points out
the immediate advantagesof a peace with Augustus.
A Polish province (possibly Courland) might easily
be obtained from the Republic as a guaranty of
peace, and then, by turning all his attention to Mus-
covy, Charles could not only recover hislost prov-
inces, but extort from the Tsar fresh accessions of
territory which would enable Sweden to cement and
consolidate her empire. TheKingtook thismemorial,
read it through carefully, and pondered over it for
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many days; but he said never a word about it to any-
body, and it seems to have had no effect whatever
upon hisresolutions. Yet, so far from being offended
by Piper's freedom of speech, Charles shewed his ap-
preciation of his servant's zeal by appointing him,
the same day, Chancellor of Upsala University.*
His field-secretary, Hermelin, who also frequently
ventured to remonstrate with him, Charles gener-
ally silenced by a repartee. For instance, Charles
had once, in Hermelin's presence, chanced to re-
mark : " We have ten yearsyet to fight with the
Poles, and then we shall have twenty years more of
fighting with the Russians." " In that case" replied
Hermelin, " those of your Majesty's soldiers who hap-
pen to surviveat all will certainly bewell disciplined.”
"“Well," replied Charles, with a smile, " and soldiers
ought to be well disciplined, ought they not ? "
Meanwhile both Charles and Augustus did what
they could to bring the Polish Republic over to their
side, for, by an absurd fiction, Poland at the very
time when it was being ravaged by the Swedes and
Saxons, was assumed to be at peace with them both.
After holding an abortive meeting of magnates at
Sandomir, Augustus, taking advantage of Charles's
absence from Warsaw, returned to that city and sum-
moned thither a Diet. But theProvince of Great Po-
land 1 refusing, at the instigation of the Cardinal, to
send deputies thither, the assembly was considered

* Piper, utterly baffled, wrote home to a friend that he had done
all he could, but God had hardened the King'sheart.

t Great Poland was the extreme western portion of Poland proper,
and oongged of the palatinates of Posen, Kalisch and Seradz.
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informal and came to nothing. The conduct of
Augustus's Saxon troops at Warsaw, moreover, was
so bad that even the Swedes were tearfully regretted
there. Charles, meanwhile, growing impatient at the
procrastination of the Poles, was devastating the
southern palatinates with fire and sword. He him-
self had been disabled, for a time, by an accident
that might have proved fatal. During one of his
headlong gallops, his horse had stumbled and fallen
on him, breaking his left thigh bone. He himself,
with his usual sangfroid, had laughed at the misad-
venture as a mere trifle, and had himself carried
round the camp in a litter the same evening, to show
his soldiers that he was alive; but the affair seriously
alarmed his officers, and caused some sensation
throughout Europe.* Charles, however, would not
allow his accident to interfere with his strategy. In
October he broke up from Cracow to seek fresh
quarters, while Stenbock, with 2000 men, was de-
spatched on a marauding raid into Volhynia, which
he traversed, to use his own expression, "torch in
hand/' Stenbock, who was as kind-hearted as he
was valiant, would have proceeded with " moderation
and douceur,” but the King would not hear of it.
" The Polish gentry," he wrote, " must either be con-
strained to follow us nolentes volentes, or be ruined so
thoroughly that they may not be able to help our
enemies." Charles, indeed, was always merciless to

* Hisdeath was universally credited at first, and this verse of Mar -
tial was applied to him: " Dum numerat palmas tredidit esse
senem.” —** Judged by the number of his laurels, he was already a
veteran."
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the obstinate and rebellious, and his natural severity
seems to have been hardened into a cruel sternness
by the horrors and necessities of war.*  So Stenbock
continued his devastations,t securing a rich booty,
the proceeds of which went to clothe and pay the
Swedish army, but making little impression upon
the stubbornness of the Poles.

In January, 1703, Charles went into winter quar-
tersround Lublin, after despatching Rehnskjdld and
Saptehawith ten regiments into Great Poland to pro-
tect his partisans there whom Augustus sought to
punish for refusing to obey his summons to assem-
ble at Sandomir and Warsaw. The presence of
Rehnskjdld inspired the Philo-Swedes with confi-
dence, the Cardinal even going the length of calling
together the Senate at Warsaw when measures, hos-
tile on the whole to Augustus, were adopted. Au-
gustus, on the other hand, held a counter-meeting
at Marienburg, declaring the Cardinal's meeting in-
valid, and condemning all the Philo-Swedes as trai-
tors. But hostile as he was to Augustus, the Cardinal
could not incur the responsibility of dethroning him,
although Charles, in a long four hours interview

* Thus, shortly afterwards, he advised Rehnskjold to devastate all
the country around him, so that the superior forces of the enemy
might not beableto get at him, advice which Rehnskj&Id, though
by no means a particularly soft-hearted soldier, disregarded, just as
Catinat disregarded Louvois's savage counsel to " bien bruler" the
Palatinate.

T 1t should be said for Charles, however, that he was led a good
deal at thistime by the advice of the Sapiéhas and the Sobieskis,
who counselled him to bring Augustus's partisansto reason by burn-
ing their houses over their heads.
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with him at Praga, exhausted all his threats and
cajoleries to persuade him to it. Charles himself,
however, was equally inaccessible to argument from
other quarters. During the winter of 1703-4, Eng-
land and her allies made strenuous efforts (purely in
their own interests it is true) to put an end to the
Polish quarrel. Ever since the summer of 1701,
the war of the Spanish Succession had been raging,
but hitherto with no definite result. Whatever we
may think of the morality of France in provoking
such a war, splendid was the energy with which she
sustained it. Six French army corps under six of
her greatest captains confronted the allies on the
Meuse, the upper and lower Rhine, in Savoy, the
Tyrol and the Pyrenees, and, on the whole, gave a
good account of themselves. It istrue that Prince
Eugene defeated Catinat at Carpi and Villeroi at
Chiari, while Marlborough captured the fortresses
on the Maas, one after the other ; but, on the other
hand, Venddme had checked Eugene's further pro-
gress, the French had taken Breisach and Landau,
and Villarshad defeated the Austrian general, Sty-
rum, at Hechstadt, so that at the beginning of 1704
the antagonists were, after all, pretty much where
they had started. Under these circumstances both
France and the Maritime Powers had begun to look
out for fresh allies. But for the Great Northern
War, England might have counted on the assistance
of Denmark, Brandenburg and the smaller German
Protestant Powers, who were now wholly occupied
in anxiously watching the progress of Sweden. It

was her object therefore to release these contingent
3
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auxiliaries by persuading Charles X | | . to sheath his
sword. France, on the other hand, had no desire to
see some 40,000 fresh Protestants let loose upon her,
and consequently did her best to foment the Polish
discord. The Swedish Ministers, so far as they
could, seconded England. Indisputably their ablest
representative was Nils Lillieroth, Charles's ambas
sador at The Hague, then the centre of European
«diplomacy, one of the many self-made men who had
achieved distinction under Charles XL, and who
from the Peace of Ryswik, 1697, to his death in
1705, was one of the most influential diplomatists
in Europe. Lillieroth was on intimate terms with
all the English and Dutch Ministers, and had been
able to render his country important services. It
was to him that Charles always applied for money,
and Charles's Mihisters for advice, and both Marl-
borough and the Grand Pensionary, Heinsius, now
approached him as the person most capable of
persuading his royal master to listen to pacific
counsels. Lillieroth had a difficult part to play,
but he played it with consummate ability. Like
the Chancellor, Bengt Oxenstjerna, he insisted all
along that the Tsar was the foe whom Sweden had
most reason to fear, and prophesied that if Russia

once got a firm footing on the Baltic she would
speedily become »f of the greatest powers in Eu.
rope. Though “** %tain of the support of, and for
months togeio; cuwithout any instructions from, his
master.ak by the ad contrived to hold his own against
the pef him tobiplomatic intrigues of Russia and
Denmark). "~ he mollified Prussia by persuading
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Charles to acknowledge at last the newly founded
Prussian Monarchy.* He also continued to keep
England in a good humour by holding out promises
of the assstance of a Swedish army corps so soon
as the Polish war was over, and it was through his
influence that the English Minister at Stockholm,
Mr. Robinson, a persona gratissima with Charles
X 11 .,received permission to set out from Stockholm,
in the depths of an arctic winter, and seek Charles
in his camp, which during the whole reign of that
warlike young monarch was the real though con-
stantly shifting capital of Sweden. Robinson, on
hisarrival at Lublin, took the whole Swedish camp
entirely by surprise, and the Swedish officers were
sorely exercised how to procure him an audience,
knowing as they well did what an aversion Charles
had to the very sight of a diplomatist. Fortune,
however, proved a friend to Robinson on this occa-
sion, and gave him an opportunity which he did not
neglect. He was returning to camp one day after
dining with Piper, when he happened to meet the
King on horseback. Charles drew near to the car-
riage, curious to see who was inside, while Robinson,
recognising him, at once alighted, and began con-
versing with him in Swedish by expressing his
pleasure at this fortunate meeting, which he said he
regarded as equal to a formal audience. The sud-
denness of the encounter, the sight of the ambas

* Nothing, | think, shons so clearly the commanding postion of
Sweden in those days as her long hesitation to recognise the new
. Hanoverian dectorate and the new Prussan Kingdom, and the
eagerness with which both these Powers sought such recognition.



116 Charles Xl| [1703-

sador standing among the snow-drifts cap in hand,
clad in furs up to the eyes, and with a wretched old
wig on his head, tickled Charles's sense of humour,
and made him unusually condescending. He also
uncovered, jumped off his horse, and talked to Rob-
inson bare-headed for more than an hour, finally
giving him the rarely conceded permission to follow
the camp as long as he liked. Nothing came of this
visit. After following Charles about for a fortnight,
the English diplomatist clearly saw that his presence
in Poland was quite superfluous. He wrote to his
friends in Sweden that the King was civility itself,
but that his taciturnity surpassed even his civility—
so he took his departure.

Hostilities were recommenced in the spring of
1704, when Charles, suddenly assuming the offensive,
made one of his wonderful forced marches, and
pounced upon the Saxon forces at Pultusk (21st
April), scattering them in every direction, and filling
them with such panic terror that the mere tidings of
his approach was sufficient henceforth to put them
to flight. Then he abruptly desisted from pursuing,
and turning off in the opposite direction, sat down
before the strong fortress of Thorn which Augustus
had garrisoned with 6000 of his best infantry. For
the next eight months, despite the tearful re-
monstrances of his ablest counsellors,* Charles re-

* Piper reminded him that Peter had already obtained his Baltic
haven, and was building thereon a fortress which was worth more than
the whole of Poland. Charles remained deaf to all remonstrances.
" Well!" cried Piper, " | 've spoken my mind, and saved my soul,
but may | die before | sse my country plunged into wretchedness.”
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mained immovable beneath the wallsof Thorn, while
the Tsar was laboriously conquering Sweden's dis-
tant and deserted Baltic provinces,* one by one.
Charles's headquarters were within cannon-shot of
the fortress, and he recklessly and repeatedly ex-
posed himself to danger in a spirit of imperturbable
fatalism which stupefied the bravest of his officers.
It was, by the way, the only siege he ever conducted,
except the siege of Pultawa where he was to lose his
glory and the siege of Fredrikshald where he was to
lose hislife, and the slowness of the operations sorely
tried his patience. Once he actually proposed to
storm the walls at the head of aforlorn hope of only
600 men; but his officers positively would not allow
him to do so. It was, they said, rushinginto certain
death, and to say nothing of the folly of needlessly
sacrificing his brave followers—what would become
of his country after such an irreparable loss as his?
Then it was that Charles uttered these memorable
words: " Where my soldiers are, therealsowill | be.
As for Sweden, | should be no great loss to her, for
she has had little profit out of me hitherto."  Never-
theless he allowed himself to be persuaded, but the
siege was prosecuted with renewed vigour. The
bombardment began on September 13th, and the
grand old town-hall and other buildings were speed-
ily in flames, though, by the King's special com-
mand, all the churches were spared, and finally on
October 4th, after the garrison had been reduced by
two thirds, the fortress capitulated unconditionally,
when 84 cannons, 1000 stands of arms and an
* See Chapter V111,
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immense booty fell into the hands of the victors.
Thetown had to pay 60,000 rix-dollars,* and sur-
render its church bells, because, contrary to the
usages of war in those days, they had been rung
during the siege, but the garrison and the population
were treated with that singular magnanimity and
gentleness which Charles X I 1. always showed to
open foes vanquished in fair fight. Thirty oxen
and forty sheep were driven into the town to
serve as a banquet for the half-starving popula-
tion ; the prisoners were released and sent home
to their wives and families with as much fresh
meat asthey could carry ; the Saxon officers were
entertained at a grand banquet, and every Saxon
soldier's wife who had been at Klissov, and could
recognise the King, received from him a couple of
ducats. In one thing only he was absolutely inex-
orable. The walls of the fortress, despite the tears
of the inhabitants, were levelled with the ground.
The fall of Thorn, which cost Charles much
precious time indeed but only fifty men, made a
great impression upon the Poles, and considera-
bly strengthened Charles's friends amongst them.
During the siege, the progress of events in Poland
had been rapidly leading up to a crisis. Taking
advantage of Charles's absence, Augustus had held
at Lublin a Sgm or Diet mainly composed of his
own partisans, at which the Cardinal was humiliated
as never a prince of the Church had been humiliated
before, and compelled, on his knees, to take an oath
of eternal hostility against all Polish Philo-Swedes,

*About ,£15,000.
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including the Saptehas, who were given six weeks.
to submit to Augustus under penalty of outlawry.
The result of the Diet of Lublin was certainly a
triumph for Augustus, though avery short-lived one.
The tyrannous majority had needlessly irritated the
Province of Great Poland by excluding the deputies
from the palatinates of Posen and Kalish, and no
sooner had it dissolved, than Great Poland practi-
cally rebelled against Augustus by forming an armed
confederation which was presently joined by the
Cardinal, now become Augustus's mortal foe. After
vainly attempting to negotiate with the confedera-
tion, Augustus attempted to dissipate it by force of
arms and actually crossed the Vistula, with that pur-
pose, at the head of 10,000 men; but RehnskjokTs
little army, skilfully handled, compelled the King
of Poland to retreat, and the confederates were
still further strengthened by the surrender of the
important city of Posen to Rhenskjold, and a pro-
clamation issued by Charles in which he declared
that he took the confederates under his protection.
But now Augustus's desperate fortunes also seemed
to take a turn for the better. On September 2,
1703, he was again joined by Patkul, who came to
him this time as the special envoy of the Tsar, with
a new treaty of alliance in his pocket. Peter had
now got hold of the long coveted Baltic provinces,
but he needed some time yet to firmly establish
himself therein, and it was therefore of the last im-
portance to him that Charles should be detained
still longer in Poland. By this new treaty, which
was signed in October, 1703, Russia promised to aid
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Augustus with 100,000 roubles per annum, and a
contingent of 12,000 men ; neither ally was to make
peace without the other, and Augustus undertook to
follow hard upon Charles's heels should he turn
against the Tsar.

This alliance, to which Augustus now clung as to
a last straw, alienated many of his Polish subjects
who had hitherto supported him. The intense
national hatred of Russia revived, and when the
Prussian palatinates * also joined the confederation
of Great Poland, the Cardinal, who ever sincethein-
dignities practised upon him at the Diet of Lublin
had burned for vengeance, felt strong enough to sum-
mon, on his own responsibility, a General Confeder-
ation at Warsaw, which assembled there in January,
1704. Although numerously attended it could by
no means be regarded as a national assembly as all
the southern palatinates of Poland and the whole of
Lithuania were unrepresented ; but, such as it was, it
suited the purpose of Charles X I1., who had now
gone into winter quarters round Heilberg in the
Bishopric of Ermeland, and he determined, with the
assistance of the Cardinal, to use it as an instrument
for deposing Augustus. As his special envoy to the
Warsaw Confederation hedespatched Arvid Horn. It
was the first diplomatic mission with which Horn
had ever been entrusted, and many marvelled that
the King should have selected a mere cavalry officer
for such a difficult and delicate task; but Charles
knew his man, and Horn quickly developed those

* Polish Prussa consged of the palatinates of Pomerdia, Marien-
burgand Culm.
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rare diplomatic and political talents which erelong
were to stamp him as one of Sweden's greatest
statesmen. He found everything at Warsaw at a
standstill. The deputies were unruly and uncertain,
and the Cardinal was in favour of leading rather than
driving them. But Horn, to use his own energetic
language, " gave his Eminence the spur," and worked
upon the patriotic pride of the Poles by showing
them the letters which had been captured from
AuroraKdnigsmarck and Count Vizthum, in which
Polish territory had been secretly promised to
Sweden and Polish senators had been spoken of in
the most disparaging terms. So at last the confeder-
ation was persuaded to depose Augustus, and Horn
could write to his master that the Gordian knot was
cut. But it was only when the question of finding
Augustus's successor arose, that Horn's difficulties
may be said to have really begun. Weeks and
months of procrastination followed, and Augustus
himself did all in his power to throw obstacles in the
way of the confederati