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PREFACE

Verelst's governorship marks a period of British rule in
India, which has not yet received the attention it deserves.
Historians have allowed this period to remain a mere gap in
British Indian history, and have dealt with it by misleading
generalisations rather than impartial research. The present
monograph embodying the results of the researches that |
have carried on during the last several years represents an
humble attempt to supply a detailed history of Verelst's rule
from the available original sources.

The MS. records of the Government of India, and of the
Government of Bengal, have been exhaustively studied and
utilised by me in preparing this work. Besdes the MS.
records which, of course, form the principal source of informa-
tion, | have made a careful study of all relevant and available
documents and authorities mentioned by me in the
Bibliography.

| may be permitted to point out here that both in my
presentation of the facts, and in the expression of my
opinions, | have tried to avoid bias, and have made an honest
effort to make a sober and dispassionate study of a Governor
who was not only vilified and misrepresented in his own day,
but has since been either totally ignored, or remembered
merely as one of the mediocre characters typifying the so
called " lowest pitch in Anglo-Indian history." Verelst de-
serves a higher place in Indian history, for he was doubtless
one of the foremost, if not the foremost, among the
Company's civilian-administrators preceding Warren Hastings.

| owe a deep debt of gratitude to Sir Jadunath Sarkar,
K.T., D.Litt, CLE., M.R.A.S. (Hony.), etc., who is well-
known for the ungrudging and sympathetic assistance he
always renders to junior workers in the field of historical re«
search, for all the advice and encouragement he has given me,
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My thanks are also due to Prof. H. H. Dodwell of the Univer-
sity of London, whose kind interest in my work has proved
most helpful to me. | should also express my obligation to
the Government of India, and to the members of the Record
Offices at Delhi and Calcutta for all the facilities | obtained in
connection with my researches. | am particularly grateful to
the authorities of the Indian Historical Records Commission,
who not only appointed me as a Corresponding Member of the
Commission, but also approved and published certain portions of
the present work, submitted to them for reading and discussion
at the public meetings of the Commission held in 1937, 1938,
and 1939, at L ahore, Poona, and Calcutta respectively. | should
be ungrateful, if | did not acknowledge here my special obliga-
tion to the authorities of the Indian Press, Ltd., in general, and
to my esteemed friend, Mr. Hariprasanna Ghosh, Deputy
Manager of the Press, in particular, but for whose kind interest
the book could never have been published so early.

The University,
Lucknow, NANDALAL CHATTERJI.

November, 1939.
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CHAPTER |
THE ABDALI MENACE TO BENGAL (1767-69)

The most pressing problem that Verelst had to face after
taking charge of the Presidency and Governorship of Fort
William was the defence of Bengal against the threatened
advance of Ahmed Shah Abdali. The latter had already
appeared! in India with a large army, and it was reported that
the force which he now commanded was probably more
formidable’ than the one that had routed the Marathas at
Panipat. In his farewell letter to the Select Committee, Clive
had particularly warned the members of the danger from the
Abdali, and of the possibility of an alliance between Mir
Qasim and the latter in the following words,® '* Cossim Ally
Cawn ... is gone to the north, and there is no doubt but
that intriguing miscreant will use all the influence which money
and persuasion can give to prevail upon Abdallah to come
this way should he be induced to make an attempt . . . Let us
consider that the Northern Prince commands an army of the
same nation which under Nadir Shaw conquered Persia,
defeated the Turks, and routing the army of the Great Mogul
made themselves masters of his person, his capital Delhi, and
all his treasures. We ought, therefore, in my opinion, to unite
our whole forces against this warrior "

The widespread rumour that the Abdali had come at the
instigation of Mir Qasim to restore’ the latter to the 'masnad *

1 Trans. R. 176768, No. 33A.

2 Ibid., No. 15A.

SBeng. Sel. Com. Jan. 16, 1767.

40rig. ,R. 1764-69, Nos. 13 and 42. Col. Smith too had previoudy
written to Clive on Dec. 20, 1766, " From several quarters | have intelli-
gence that Cossm Ally Cawn by some advances of money and larger
promises has much contributed to Abdalla's irruption. " (Vide Beng, Sel.
Com. March 27, 1767)
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of Bengal, served only to intensify the anxiety of the authorities
at Calcutta, and they deemed it unwise ** to remain inactive
spectators of an invasion which threatened to overwhelm the
political system of all India.">

The extreme eagerness of Shah Alam and Shujauddaulah
for an immediate compromise with the Abdali made it all the
more necessary to assure them of the determination of the
English to oppose the alleged designs of the invader. It was
naturally apprehended at Calcutta that if prompt measures
were not taken for the defence of Oudh and Bengal, the King
and the Vazir could easily be prevailed upon to join the
Abdali against the English. That such an apprehension was
not entirely fanciful would be apparent from the fact that the
Governor received at this time definite information to the effect
that the ultimate views of the conqueror extended beyond
Delhi, and that induced either by the intrigues of Mir Qasim,
or tempted by the opulence of Bengal, he might endeavour
to attack Bengal and possess himself of this provinc'e®

The Vazir was particularly nervous, as he suspected a
secret understanding between the Abdali and the Rohillas,’
and was therefore anxious to be sure of English protection.
The Vazir's irresolute and doubtful attitude made Sir Robert
Barker almost suspicious as to his intentions® As for the
King, he was so panic-stricken that he planned to send away”®
his family from Allahabad to a neighbouring fort belonging to
Raja Beji Singh of Manikpur, and made overtures to the
Marathas for an alliance against the common foe® The
Governor, therefore, repeatedly pressed them not to entertain

58S Com. to Court, April 10, 1767.
6Beng. Sel. Com. Feb. 19, 1767.
7Trans. R. 1767-68. Nos. 20 and 23.

8Beng. Sel. Com. March 24, 1767. Sir Robert Barker wrote " How-
ever, the Nabob Shujahul Daulah may now appear, | must suppose that he
will join him also."

9 Cop. |. 176667, No. 60.

10 Trans. R. 176768, Nos. 76, 76a and 76b.
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feelings of distrust towards the English, and promised to
defend their dominions at all costs.™
The Select Committee while formulating a comprehensive
plan of defence’? had to consider at the very outset whether
the English troops should be sent beyond the Karamnasa
immediately. By the second article of the late treaty executed
with the King and the Vazir the English had engaged to
assst them in repelling every attack upon their dominions with
all their forces as far, however, as might be consistent with
their own safety. It was noted by the Committee that under
this last proviso the English troops could be confined within
the limits of the Bihar frontier without breach of engagements.
In fact, Clive in his parting letter to the Select Committee had
expressly asked the members to fight the Abdali, when called
upon to do so, " On this side the Soan, as near the Ganges as
possible*'*® Verelst, however, was opposed to such a
cautious policy. He asked the Committee to consider what
effect such a resolution might produce on the attitude of the
allies, and what degree of strength the enemy might derive
from " these allies inflamed with lesentment at finding them-
selves deserted at so critical an occasion. He evidently
believed not without reason that extreme caution and inacti-
vity at this juncture might alienate the King and the Vaazir,
and force them to join the enemy. Eventually the Com-
mittee at its meeting held on February 23 rejected the
narrow and sdfish policy"” of confining the military opera-
tions within the limits of the Karamnasa, and decided to
concentrate troops at Sheorajpur™ to convince the King and
the Vazir of " the religious regard we have to treaties, and
of our resolution to support our allies." ™

11 Trans. |. 1766-67. Nos. 48 and 55.
12Beng. Sd. Com. Feb. 23, 1767.
18 Beng. Seal. Com. Jan. 16, 1767.

14 " Near the confines of the Corah province" (Beng. Sel. Com.
March 27, 1767).

15 Beng. Sel. Com. Feb. 23. 1767.
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The following plan of operations was finally agreed upon
by the Committee :—

1. The Commanding Officer of the Third Brigade was
to be immediately ordered to despatch five bat-
talions of sepoys with six pieces to occupy the
most convenient post at Sheorajpur.

2. The Second Brigade in case of the Abdali's advance
was to be ordered to encamp on the mo3t con-
venient ground between Mirzapur and Chunar.

3. The remainder of the Third Brigade was in that
case to be ordered to proceed to Sheorajpur.

4. The First Brigade was to be simultaneously moved
to Bankipur.

5. Only a battalion of sepoys was to be left at
Monghyr.

6. In case the Abdali advanced further, the Second
Brigade was likewise to be ordered to march to
Sheorajpur and join the Third Brigade.

7. Orders were at the same time to be issued for the
First Brigade to march from Bankipur, and
occupy the most convenient posts in the vicinity
of the Karamnasa.

8. In case of attack on the allies the army at
Sheorajpur was to be reinforced by the grena-
diers of all the Brigades and the Pargana Batta-
lions.

9. The First Brigade was not to be considerably
weakened as it was to remain as a frontier guard
to cover the provinces against the attack of any
detachment from the enemy's main army.

10. Col. Smith was immediately to take charge of the
army on the frontier and direct the aforesaid
operations.

Lest there should be any delay in the enforcement of these
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precautionary measures, the Committee resolved® to write
to Sir Robert Barker, " We think it advisable to form a camp
at Serajapur in order to signify to our allies our determined
resolution to protect them against every attempt on their
dominions. You are therefore hereby directed to detach five
battalions of sepoys and six field pieces from the Third
Brigade to occupy the lines at Serajapur; and we leave it to
you either to take command of the detachment, or to remain
with the Brigade as you shall think necessary to the ser-
vice/*

In the meanwhile, alarming news of the Abdali's progress
began to reach Calcutta. Sir Robert Barker reported’’ early
in March that the Abdali had already written circular letters
to the different chiefs directing them to wait on him with men
and money on his approach to Delhi, and that the Vazir
was anxious to know definitely what attitude the English were
going to adopt towards the invader. Muniruddaulah, the
King's minister, informed the Governor that all the powers
of Hindustan had sent ‘arzs to the Abdali, and asked
whether the King could be permitted to do the same!®
The Governor in consequence repeatedly advised the King
and the Vazir not to write ' arzis' to the Abdali, or send
him any " peshkash ". He assured Muniruddaulah, ° When
the enemy see us united and prepared for war, they will be
afraid to make war upon us"'® In a subsequent letter?®® he
again reminded the latter, " As the English are living under
the shadow of His Majesty Shah Alam, and owe allegiance
to no other King, the Shah will be afraid to demand money
from us, or devastate our country. |If, however, he is bent
on doing mischief, the victorious English army will, according
to the treaty, march immediately to defend the dominions
of His Majesty and the Vazir." To the Vazir aso the

10 Bengf. Sd. Com. March 3, 1767.

17 Letter from Sir Robert Barker, March 12, 1767.
18 Trans. R. 176768, No. 103

19Cop. |I. 176667, No. 73.

20 Trans. 1. 1766-67. No. 88.
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Governor similarly?® sent re-assuring letters in one of which
he solemnly affirmed that as long as he remained alive, or
there was a single Englishman left in India, the Vazir would
not be denied assistance

The Select Committee had at first thought that the
English troops then available in Bengal were sufficient for the
defence of the province, but Col. Smith took a serious view
of the stiuation, and warned®® the Committee at their
meeting of March 27, " We appear very formidable on
paper, but it is incumbent on me to observe that the sepoys
of the three brigades are only 18 battalions; th?t from this
number we must furnish garrisons for Monghyr, Chunar, and
Allahabad, and therefore the whole force of sepoys which
| shall have for the service of the field will not exceed
15 battalions . . .. Our army is composed entirely of
infantry and artillery and the enemy will have such a body
of horse that if the Shah makes a proper use of them he may
harass us beyond measure” Col. Smith accordingly pro-
posed that an additional detachment should be promptly
requisitioned from Madras fgr reinforcing the Bengal army.

Alarmed at such a grave warning, the Committee im-
mediately wrote to the Madras authorities asking for a
detachment of European troops.?®> It was also decided to
sound the neighbouring powers like the Marathas, the Jats,
and the Rohillas for the purpose of raising a united con-
federacy against the enemy, as Col. Smith urged, "
all those who are not our friends must be our anemies."
Letters were hastily despatched by the Governor to Raghu-
nath Rao,?* Hafiz Rahmat K han,?® Dundi Khan,?° and others,

21 Cop. i. 1766-67, No. 4.

22Beng. S&. Com. March 27, 1767 (vide Col. Smith's Minute).

28 Letter to the President and Council of Fort St. George in the Secret
Department, March 27, 1767.

24 Trans. |. 1766-67, No. 97. Beng. Sd. Com. March 27, 1767.

26 Cop. |. 176667, No. 96.

26 Trans. |. 176667, No. 96. Beng. Sd. Com. March 27, 1767.



THE ABDALI MENACE TO BENGAL 7

asking them to unite with the English against the Abdali.
The Vazir was requested to send trusty agents to the Jat
chief, Javahir Singh, and to the Rohillas with letters re-
presenting the urgent need of concerted action against the
common enemy.?’

From the Vazir's correspondence with the Governor
during this period it appears that he was not only not in
favour of any alliance with the Pohillas, but he actually
proposed hostilities against them. The Vazir had all along
suspected that the Rohillas were anxious to join?® the Shah,
and when he found that they had already sent their Vakils*
to the latter, and had assumed a haughty attitude in their
recent correspondence, he pressed for immediate punitive
operations againgt them, lest they should all unite with the
invader. The Vazir reminded®® the Governor of the old
adage, *' The mouth of a spring may be stopped by a single
needle, while the stream which may flow from it cannot be
crossed on an elephant."

Verelst was, however, not inclined to allow the Vazir
to be entangled in a campaign against the Rohillas at a time
when the very safety of Bengal was threatened. He
politely informed the Vazir that®*® a war with the Rohillas
at the present moment was most inadvisable, for, in the
first place, the Vazir's own troops were not adequate for the
purpose, in the second place, such a venture should not be
undertaken without concluding beforehand an alliance with
the Marathas, in the third place, necessary assistance could
not be afforded by the English as their troops might be
engaged elsewhere, and in the last place, as Verelst pointed
out, " Should we attack the Rohillas, they may prevail
upon the Shah to invade His Excellency's territory from the

w Cop. |. 176647, No. 94.

28 Muniruddaulah aso wrote, " The Rohilla Chiefs are making pre-
parations to join the Shah." Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 164.

20Trans. R. 176748, No. 153.
30 Cop. 1. 176647, No. 108. Trans. |. 1766-67. No. 110.
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north, and as his army is not strong enough to oppose the
Shah's, His Excellency's territory would be subjected to
plunder and rapine."

The King's wavering attitude was another cause of
worry to Verelst. At one time the former conferred® with
the Vazir about the measures of common defence, while
at another time he was eager for coming to terms* with the
Shah. Once the King even suggested to Sr Robert
Barker that the best thing for the English would be to leave
Allahabad and fall back upon Patna.®*®* This obliged the
Governor to write a strongly worded note to the King on
March 27 expressing his annoyance®® at the presence of
self-interested men in the Court, who advocated a policy of
negotiation with the invader. He wurged, " If he is not
coming this way, negotiation is unnecessary, but if he is,
he will not be satisfied until he gets a ' peshkash ." and to
offer gold to a man who wrongfully invades this country is
equally dishonourable for His Majesty and his faithful
allies, the English."*®

Verelst had so far hoped that the Shah had no real inten-
tion to march against Bengal, but when it was reported by
Najibuddaulah that the Abdali meant to stay®® two or three
years in Hindustan, the Select Committee could no longer
ignore the danger of war. At their meeting held on March
27, the Committee agreed,*” on the recommendation of Col.
Smith, to order the Second Brigade to march at once to
Allahabad. The European soldiers were, however, to re

d Trans. R. 176768 No. 137.

R Trans R. 176768 No. 141

ssAbs. R. 1767-71, p. 8.

34 Trans. |. 176667, No. 102.

35 Cop. |. 1766-67, No. 103.

36 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 140A. Shah Vali Khan as wrote to Jagat
Ray, " It is the determination of the Shah this year to make a day of
ome duration in Hindustan and undertake the regulation of the country**
(Abs. R. 1767-71, p. 35)

37 Beng. Sei. Com. March 27, 1767.
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main encamped on the banks of the Jumna or the Ganges
during the approaching hot weather, instead of proceeding
to Sheorajpur. The First Brigade was also directed to
march to Bankipur. The Committee, it is interesting to note,
resolved also to authorize Col. Smith to raise " a body of
Mogul horse The Governor was asked to urge upon the
King and the Vazir the necessity of an urgent increase in
the strength of their own cavalry. Verelst, it may be pointed
out, had already informally advised the Vazir to raise the
number of his cavalry in a letter,®® dated March 24, which
runs as follows, " Notwithstanding the superiority which
discipline gives them (the English), as the English forces
consist entirely of infantry, and those of the Shah entirely of
cavalry, a great disadvantage is liable to arise, for it would
be impossible to pursue the enemy after they are defeated.
It is therefore necessary that His Excellency should raise a
formidable body of cavalry."*

From the detailed instructions given by the Select Com-
mittee to Col. Smith on the eve of the latter's departure for
Allahabad, an idea can be formed of the various considera-
tions which actuated the frontier policy of the English during
this period. In the first place, the Select Committee had
decided to form an advanced outpost at Sheorajpur, and had
ordered the Second Brigade to march to Allahabad primarily
to deter the invader from advancing towards Bengal by a
show of force. In the second place, the Committee desired
to form " a league and general confederacy " of the country
powers like the Marathas, the Rohillas, and the Jats as a pre-
cautionary measure.”® In the third place, the Committee did

38 Cop. |. 176667, No. 94.

89 Apparently in accordance with this advice the Vazir levied twelve
thousand horse " upon a better footing than is generally practised in Hindo-
stan." Dow, History of Hindustan, |1, p. 357.

40 The Vazir had urged the necessity of a confederacy in the follow-
ing words, " We may dop the current while it is small, but when
increased by many rivers the torrent must force all oppostion.” (Beng
Sel. Com. March 24, 1767).

F.2
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not like to send the English troops beyond Sheorajpur, for
" to proceed further would only be extending the frontier
we are to defend, which we have already enlarged." In the
fourth place, the Committee chose to expedite the movement
of its own troops beyond the Karamnasa, as it refused to
rely on "the feeble assisance " of the King and the Vazir.
In the fifth place, the Committee was determined to prevent
the Vazir from moving towards the Rohilla country, lest
the latter' s advance should precipitate a rupture with the
Abdali. In the sixth place, the Committee would not allow
the King to fall into the hands of the Shah, and sought to
prevent his escape from Allahabad by all possble means.
Col. Smith was thus particularly instructed, ** We earnestly
recommend that you will keep the drictest eye upon the
conduct of His Majesty." Lastly, the Committee was
reluctant to order the First Brigade to march beyond the
Karamnasa, lest the safety of Bengal should be jeopardised
thereby.

Early in April Mugim Beg, an Afghan envoy, was
reported® by a Rohilla chief to be coming with letters for
dive*? from the Abdali and his minister Shah Vali Khan.
On April 8, the letters were received by Verelst. The
Shah's letter was, as the Select Committee informed the
Madras government, " couched in dark and ambiguous, but
rather minatory terms."*® The Abdali pointed out in the
course of his letter® that God had granted him great
fortune, that the people of Hindustan had paid him homage,
and that great and small everywhere obeyed his high com-
mands. He was therefore surprised that no ' arz' had been
sent to him from Calcutta. If the Governor had any desire
to tender his services to him, he should do so, and if he had

41 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 186.

42 Evidently the Abdali was not aware of Give's departure from
Bengal.

43 Beng. del. Com., April 30, 1767.

44 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 187.
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no such desire, he should represent that also, so that " right
being separated from wrong" he might fully understand
*' the true state of things." Verelst sent an equally diplomatic
reply reminding the Shah that the English were so strong that
they had nothing to apprehend for themselves, but they
would always tender their services in everything whereby
the glory of the Shah, the welfare of their lawful sovereign
and the tranquillity of the Empire might be advanced.*”
Verelst could easily adopt a strong attitude, as by this time
news had been received that the Abdali was about to go
back* to his country. It was reported®” at this time by
Shitab Rai and Sir Robert Barker that Najibuddaulah had
settled the ' peshkash ' for the Abdali at 25 lakhs of rupees
to be subscribed by the various chiefs, although, as Sir
Robert Barker wrote, ". ... not a cowry is demanded
either from the King, Shujah, or any other Surdars under our
protection."

The news of the Abdalf s departure was soon found to
be incorrect, as the latter continued his operations against
the Skhs till the end of summer. In May, Najibuddaulah
informed*® the King that the Abdali had resolved to post-
pone his departure in order to punish his enemies, and re-
guested him therefore to send whatever money he could spare
to the Shah. The Vazir was also similarly asked by Najibud-
daulah to offer his ' peshkash ' without delay. Under
instructions from the Governor, both the King and the
Vazir expressed their inability lo send any money on the
plea®® of "straitened circumstances” The King wrote to
Najibuddaulah that his annual receipts did not exceed forty
lakhs of rupees, and his expenses were no less than sixty-

45 Cop. |. 1766-67. No. 127.
46 Letter from Sir Robert Banker to Coi. Smith, March 25, 1767.

47 Beng. Sel. Com. April 9, 1767. Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 183. Letter
from Sel. Com. to Court, April 19, 1767.

48Trant. R. 1767-68, No. 251.
49 Trant. R. 1767-68, Nos. 252, 253.
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five lakhs of rupees, hence, he added, he was ashamed to
confess his inability to spare any money for the Shah. The
Vazir too sent a similar reply on the plea of his various
** financial troubles and other misfortunes." Repeated de-
mands of money from Najibuddaulah made the Vazir ex-
tremely nervous, and early in June he wrote a frantic letter
to the Governor praying for protection as well as a definite
plan of action against the Shah. He lamented that his own
army was weak and ill-equipped, and that he had no fortress
or asylum where he could send his family in times of
danger.®® His serious illness® during the rains aggravated
his growing anxiety, but fortunately the danger from the
Abdali disappeared in September, when the latter left®? India
after prolonged and futile operations against the Sikhs.>?
During the period of the Abdali's stay in India the chief
cause of alarm and anxiety to Verelst was the alleged
intrigue of Mir Qasim with the invader. It was openly talked
about that the Abdali had invaded India at Mir Qasim's
invitation, and that the latter's ' vakils ' were constantly in
attendance®® upon the Shah. Verelst therefore endeavoured
to have Mir Qasim captured. In fact, Clive too had
announced a reward for his arrest.®®> The Vazir was asked
by Verelst more than once to seize " that troublous fellow
Mir Qasim "°® in any way possible. At first the Vazir had
agreed to cooperate in the capture of " that villain Qasim,">’
but later on he probably realized that it was impossible to
seize him without provoking the Shah and the Rohillas, and

50 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 269.

51 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 313. Cop. |I. 176667. No. 182

52Trans. R. 176768, Nos. 313, 368.

53 Vide Sr J. N. Sarkar's Fall of the Mughal Empire, 11, pp. 496-501.

54 Mir Qasm's vakil presented ' arzis' to the Shah and his miniser
regularly once in the week. (Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 76C.)

55Cop. |. 176667, No. 52

56 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 20. Trans |. 176667, No. 48.

57 Abs. R. 1767-71, p. 29.
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confessed his inability to employ his own troops for this pur-
pose on the plea that ** it would be considered in an evil
light by the world."®® Early in March it was reported that
Mir Qasim's ' vakil' had offered ten lakhs of rupees to the
Shah on behalf of his master,”® and towards the end of the
month, Dundi Khan, a Rohilla, rather imperiously demanded
a fixed allowance for Mir Qasim's maintenance, threatening
trouble for Bengal, if the matter was not speedily settled.”
In April, the Governor was informed by Muniruddaulah that
" that pest of mankind,” Mir Qasim, was now with the
Shah, and was ' hatching schemes "®* to overthrow the
empire of Hindustan ! In May, the Vazir informed the
Governor that a ' vakil' of Mir Qasim was now on his way
to the Shah's army to negotiate matters for his master.’

All attempts of the fugitive Nawab to secure the Shahs
support failed in the end, and the danger to Bengal from his
machinations thus disappeared. The Abdali eventually set
his face against his overtures, and rudely dismissed® his
* vakil * before his departure from India. Though the
Abdali' s invasion had been primarily prompted by the
desire for plunder, it was without doubt undertaken with the
ostensible object of punishing the infidels like the Sikhs,
the Jats, and particularly the English who were represented
to have overthrown a Muslim ruler of Bengal. It is, how-
ever, easy to account for his ultimate abandonment of Mir
Qasim's cause. In the first place, the Shah found on his
appearance in India that the Sikhs had grown too formidable
and troublesome to be easily subdued ; while without
subduing them thoroughly it was obviously not safe for him
to leave the Punjab and undertake a distant expedition. In

58 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 117.
59 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 141
eo Abe. R. 1767-71 p. 4.

61 Trans. R. 1767-68, No. 164.
62 Trans. R. 176768, No. 254.
63 Abs. R. 1767-71, p. 23.
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the second place, the Abdali had been led to expect that the
Vazir, the most powerful Muslim prince in Hindustan,
would join him in a crusade against the English, but he was
disappointed at the latter's refusal to break with the English.
In the third place, being hard pressed for money himself,
Mir Qasim was not in a position to render sufficient financial
help to the Shah. In the fourth place, the Abdali received
a poor response from other princes as well, and the total
amount of * peshkash' offered to him was barely sufficient
for the maintenance of his big army. In the fifth place, the
Abdali was further deterred from his purpose by his anticipa-
tion of a powerful confederacy against himself. Lastly, the
Shah appears also to have been so disgused with Mir
Qasim's artful declarations that he once actually called him
a *liar '! Evidently, the Shah was not prepared to be be-
fooled into a hazardous enterprise without dependable allies,
or a reasonable prospect of success.

It is easy to ridicule® the hasty preparations that
Verelst and the Select Committee had considered necessary
on the approach of the Abdali. It must not, however, be
forgotten that if the latter had succeeded in his efforts to
gain the alliance of the country powers, it is doubtful whether
he would have refused to espouse the cause of " an oppres
sed, fugitive, and homeless’ Nawab in furtherance of his
own ulterior designs of conquest and plunder. Verelst was
thus hardly unjustified in taking prompt and forward measures
in view of the alleged secret alliance between the Shah and
Mir Qasim.

Ahmad Shah invaded India once again during Verelst*s
regime in the winter of 1768-69, as is clear from the con-
temporary English records. There is no mention of this
invasion in Persian chronicles.®®

64 Clive wrote to Verelst from England on Nov. 7, 1767, " The sooner
you confine the whole of our force within the boundary of the Caramnassa
the better. The Abdally's invason of Bengal must be a mere bugbear.
So long a march is next to impossible- therefore | think he will never

attempt it."
65 Vide Sarkar's Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vol. I, p. 4%.
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The earliest information of the Abdali's decision to invade
India during the coming winter was received by the Governor
in July, 1768.% Sir Robert Barker sent from Allahabad
a paper of intelligence, containing the ominous report, "The
Shaw promises to march towards Hindustan at the commence-
ment of the cold season."®” On October 24, the members
of the deputation to the King and the Vazir reported in theft
letter to the Governor that®® the Abdali was again invading
India, and had actually arrived on the banks of the Attock.
The details of the Shah's further progress are not available,
but from the Select Committee Proceedings it appears that
on February 25, 1769, Col. Smith reported from Fyzabad, " |
learn that the Abdalla has arrived at Lahore."®®

This invasion does not seem to have caused that degree
of anxiety which the previous expedition had done. Ap-
parently, the Governor knew that after his experience in 1767
the Abdali would not seriously think of going beyond the
Punjab. This is why Verelst not only took no serious notice
of the Abdali's movements on this occasion, but he wrote to
Col. Smith on March 14 asking him to inform the Vazir that
no heed should be paid to the approach of the Shah, unless
the safety of Oudh was actually threatened.”® Verelst, how-
ever, subsequently directed’’ Col. Smith to procure the
earliest intelligence of the Abdali's " motions and designs,”
when he was informed by Col. Smith that the Abdali was
said to be encamped on the banks of the Chenab.”

As foreseen by the Governor, Ahmad Shah remained
busy in the Punjab during the short period that he was in
India. In fact, it appears that he could not go beyond the

66 Beng. Sel. Com. July 20, 1768.

67 Letter from Sr Robert Barker, June 7, 1768.
68 Beng. Sel. Com., November 3, 1768

69 Beng. Sd. Com. March 14, 1769.

70Sd. Com. to Col. R. Smith, March 14, 1769.
71Beng. Sd. Com., March 21, 1769.

72 Letter from Col. R. Smith, March 9, 1769.
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Jhelum.” Dissensions among his followers™ and the mutiny
of a part of his army compelled him to go back’ to his country
in a miserable plight.”® Early in April, Verelst was relieved
to hear from Col. Smith, " The Abdalla appears to be upon
his route back towards the Attock . ... the danger is over
for this season."”’ It is interesting to note that the Vazir
who had at first been mistrustful of the Abdali exulted at the
latter*s precipitous retirement, and wrote to the Governor with
ill-concealed glee, " The Shah Abdallah has made an inglori-
ous retreat." ®*  This was the last of the Abdali invasions in
India. The prolonged fight with the militant Sikhs without any
support from the country powers must have at last convinced
the war-worn invader of the futility of any further campaigning
in this country.

Notwithstanding the eventual disappearance of the Abdali
menace, Verelst considered it necessary to safeguard the
western forntier of Bengal in the interests of permanent
security. He considered Allahabad to be '* the key of the
surrounding territories," " and was reluctant to withdraw the
English troops from that place, although the Directors continu-
ed to insst on this. In 1768, they peremptorily ordered the
recall of all troops from Allahabad, and reminded the
Governor and the Select Committee, " As all our views and
expectations are confined within the Caramnasa, we are

73 Cop. R. 1769, No. 53.

74Beng. Sdl. Com. April 21, 1769.

75 Verelst to Sel. Com., December 16. 1769.

70 Trans. R. 1769, No. 98.

77 Letter from Col. R. Smith, March 19, 1769.

78 Beng. Sel. Com. May 19, 1769. Cop. R. 1769, No. 16.

79 Letter to Court, March 28, 1768 " Its Stuation makes it, in some
measure, the key of the surrounding territories, and its vicinity to the
several countries of Shuja-u-doula, the Rohillas, Jats and Mahrattas,
enables us to penetrate their views with more certainty; and in case of
necessity, to enter any part with our army in ten or fifteen days, where
we can have ether an ally to support, or an enemy to punish. It is for
these reasons, we have been obliged to retain a brigade out of the
provinces/*
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impatient to hear our troops are recalled from Allahabad."®°
Verelst, however, put forward sound reasons® for making
Allahabad an advanced outpost for the defence of Bengal.
Firstly, he considered the English troops at Allahabad to be a
necessary check on the Vazir. Secondly, for the protection
of the King too it was equally necessary to station a strong
force with him. Thirdly, it was essential to maintain an army
at Allahabad for guarding against unforeseen irruptions and
dangers. Fourthly, from Allahabad the English troops could
easily make a diversion against the Marathas whenever neces-
sary for the support of Madras. Fifthly, to enforce the recent
treaty with the Vazir it was advisable to keep a force at
Allahabad as a precautionary measure. Lastly, the retention
of an army at Allahabad was aso necessary for holding, in
Verelst's own words, " the general balance of Hindustan.*'®

Chunar was the next strategic point which Verelst
deemed it essential to control for the immediate safety of
Bengal. It commanded the main entrance into this province
from the north-west, hence a strong English garrison was kept
in the Chunar fort throughout Verelst's regime in spite of the
Vazir's persistent opposition.®* The Vazir strongly objected
to the occupation of the fort by the Company's troops on four
grounds.®* In the first place, he urged that he had originally
agreed in Clive's time to allow only two English ' pahras at
the fort for guaiding the Company's grain stored in it, and
that as the grain was no longer there the ' pahras should now
be recalled. In the second place, he reminded the Governor
of the assurance given by the members of the deputation to
him that the garrison would be withdrawn along with the other
English troops in Oudh after the danger from the Abdali was
over, and complained, " At present the troops have been

80 Letter from Court, March 16, 1768.
81 Letter to Court, April 6, 179.

82 Letter to Court, March 28, 1768,
83 Cop. R. 1769, No. 64.

84 Trans. R. 1769, No. 107.
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recalled, but the 'pahras' are still there as before/* In the
third place, he protested against the gradual increase®™ of the
English garrison, and represented, " Formerly there were
two ' pxihras' at Chunargarh, now two companies have been
stationed there." Lastly, he complained that on account of
the presence of the English troops great disorder prevailed
there. On August 16, 1769, Verelst wrote a long letter® to
the Varir, dilating on the necessity of keeping the English
garrison at Chunar so long as two battalions continued to stay
at Allahabad in deference to the repeated demands of the
King. The Governor diplomatically pointed out that when the
interests of the two parties were common, the retention of
a few men in the fort under pressure of necessity should not
displease His Excellency, and interrupt the goodwill subsisting
between him and the English.

Verelst valued®” Chunar not only for its obvious strategic
importance, but also for the fact that the fort was " a necessary
pledge " of the Vazir's fidelity.® The garrison at Chunar
was considerably reinforced during 1767--68% when there was
a grave misunderstanding with the Vazir owing to the sudden
increase of his army. Verelst, however, never insisted on the
total exclusion of the Vazir's men from the fort, lest it should
provoke an open estrangement with the Vazir. For this
negligence the Governor and the Select Committee were
censured by the Directors in their general letter of November
1, 1768° The Directors wrote. " We cannot omit ex-
pressing our displeasure that you should have relaxed from
that necessary precaution so strongly recommended by Lord
Clive of garrisoning Chunargarh by suffering Suja Dowla to

85 Vide a0 letter from Capt. G. Harper to Col. R. Smith, July 10,
1769, on the subject of the Vazir's complaint regarding the increase of the
garrison. (Beng. Sd. Com., August 3, 1769)

86 Cop. |. 1769-70, No. 58.

87 Beng. Sd. Com. Feb. 5, 1767.

88 Sd. Com. to Court Feb. 19, 1767.

89 Beng. Sel. Com. Nov. 17, Dec. 11, 1767, March 2, August 10 1768.
90 Letter from Court, Nov. 11, 1768,
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introduce troops sufficient to have possessed himsef of the
place.'® It may here be pointed out in fairness to Verelst
that the Directors unknowingly exaggerated his negligence,
for with the increase of the English garrison an effective
command of the fort had already been secured.”” The small
contingent belonging to the Vazir was hardly a source of
danger, and was allowed to remain merely out of regard for
the latter*s wounded vanity.

While engaged in providing for the defence of Bengal
against "unforeseen dangers and sudden irruptions*' Verelst
found that the Company's military establishment needed con-
siderable reinforcement.”® He asked the Directors in vain
to sanction at least the strength proposed by Clive.** He
pressed also for a substantial increase of the cavalry in view
of the danger from the Abdali, and authorized the recruitment
of four regiments of horse, as Col. Smith had more than once
represented to the Select Committee, " You have only three
hundred horse in your pay, a number by no means sufficient
. . *'® The Directors, however, paid no heed to such
representations, and expressed their displeasure at the
increase of military expenditure. Verelst wanted to improve
the Parganah battalions which he considered " scarce half-
armed,**® but even in this he received no support from the
Directors.

Verelst' s frontier policy was in fact founded on the basic
principle of balance of power. While he was opposed to the

91 For Clive's opinion, vide his farewell minute (Beng. Sel. Com. Jan.
16, 1767). Clive had thus advised the Committee, '* As the possession of
a fort will most effectually secure us against treachery, we must never
fail to insist upon it in the most strong and positive terms."

02 Messrs Cartier, Smith, and Russell wrote from Allahabad on
January 7, 1769, ". . . .in the present situation of affairs, we are in fact
equally masters of both places (i.e., Chunar and APahabad) ....**

03 Sel. Com. to Court, April 10, 1767.

04 Ibid. " Complete your military establishment in the manner pro-
posed by Lord Clive."

95 Sel. Com. to Court, April 10, 1768.
9% Sd. Com. to Court, April 10, 1767.
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extension of the frontier " beyond the circle of the Nabob's
dominions,” he wa