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THE LIE

1. Poet I have heard you sing of purple shadows
Languidly passing over a rose bed
But have you ever sung of a hungry woman
Selling her body for a loaf of bread?
2. I have heard you in your selfish isolation
Shut out from all the world, it’s ghastly cares
Sing of the wondrous sunset on a mountain
But have you ever sung of the red of the sleepless eyes?
3.  Oh Fool, Fool, Fool! you poet singing of beauty;
Of midnight heavens starred and mooned
What are the stars to the hungry but the sores of leper
What is the moon to the tired but a dripping wound?
4. You dare to sing of beauty, you shameless poet
Of silver rivers and beautiful golden hills
While thousands are being broken in the workshops
And millions are being shattered in the mills.
5. You sit and chant of God, you well fed parrot!
A good square meal is the mother of all your hymns
You and your God shall pass away like a vapour
Before the fact of starving children’s limbs.
Harindranath Chattopadhyaya
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